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Minutes 
 
The Presbytery of St. Andrew met for its Spring Stated Meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at 
Zion Presbyterian Church in Tupelo, Mississippi. 
 
The meeting began with a service of worship that included a sermon by Commissioned Lay Pastor Freddie 
Rasberry based on John 17 entitled, “Make Us One.”  
 
The meeting was then convened and opened with prayer by the Stated Clerk in the absence of the moderator, 
and a quorum was declared present. On motion by Elder Tom Hewitt, the Presbytery Council’s 
recommendation to elect immediate past moderator, the Rev. Ann Kelly to serve as moderator pro tem was 
adopted by voice vote, after which the moderator pro tem immediately assumed the chair. 

 
Appointment of Special Committees 

 
By common consent, the Moderator appointed the Rev. Joey Sherrard and Elder Charles Bryson to serve as 
a Committee on Thanks. 
 

Introduction of Visitors and Welcome 
 
Visitors and first time elder commissioners to the presbytery were introduced, after which Elder Tom 
Hewitt, Commissioned Lay Pastor at Zion Presbyterian Church officially welcomed the governing body to 
the church. 
 

Roll of the Meeting 
 

There were 70 voting members and commissioners present at the meeting, plus an additional 46 staff, 
visitors and corresponding members, for a total enrollment of 116. The following ministers, elders, and 
visitors were enrolled for the meeting, and excused absences were granted as noted by common consent: 
 
Minister Members (26): 
 

John Akers ............................... H.R., Excused 
Frank Beck .......................................... Present 
Frank Brooks ........................... H.R., Excused 
Karen Brostrom-O’Brien ..................... Present 
Tom Bryson ......................................... Present 
Erin Bunnell ...................................... Excused 
Tom Cheatham .................................. Excused 
Rita Cochrane .................................... Excused 
William J. Connolly ............................ Present 
Belinda Curry ...................................... Absent 
Rusty Douglas ..................................... Present 
Joseph Etua .......................................... Present 
McCoy Franklin ...................... H.R., Excused 
David Freeman ........................ H.R., Excused 
Coker George .................................... Excused 
Gregory Goodwiller ............................ Present 
Tom Groome ....................................... Present 
Scotty Hargrove ....................... H.R., Excused 

Sidney Harmon ................................... Present 
Robert Hatcher, Jr. .............................. Present 
Charles Holland .................................. Present 
Donald Howie ................................... Excused 
Wil Howie ......................................... Excused 
Michele Howie .................................. Excused 
Ann Laird Jones .................................. Present 
Ann Kelly ............................................ Present 
Bruce Lancaster .................................. Present 
James Landrum ........................ H.R., Excused 
Kent Landry ........................................ Present 
James Maner ............................ H.R., Excused 
Wendell Manuel ....................... H.R., Excused 
Olin McBride ...................................... Present 
Barbara McKee ................................... Present 
Louis Narowetz ................................... Present 
Christopher Peterson ........................... Present 
Annette Ragsdale ................................ Present 
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Ron Richardson ....................... H.R., Excused 
John Robison ........................... H.R., Excused 
John Semmes ....................................... Present 
Joey Sherrard ....................................... Present 
Sandra Sisson ...................................... Present 
David Snellgrove ..................... H.R., Excused 
David Southcomb .................... H.R., Excused 
Doug Sullivan-Gonzalez ..................... Absent 

John Taylor ....................................... Excused 
Kelly Unger .............................. H.R., Excused 
Robert Walton .......................... H.R., Excused 
Richard Whitney ...................... H.R., Excused 
Heather Williamsen ............................ Present 
Don Wilson ......................................... Present 
Milton Winter ...................................... Present 

Elder Commissioners (37): 
 

Aberdeen, First ............................... Russ Kahl 
Algoma, Monroe ............................... Excused 
Amory, First ....................... Tommy Clements 
Batesville .............................. Paulette Norman 
Batesville, Blackjack .................... Clay Vance 
Batesville, Independence ..... Shelton Hawkins 
Benoit ........................................ James Powell 
Blue Springs, Fairfield ........... Tony Sheffield 
Booneville ......................... Keith Shackelford 
Byhalia, First ........................... Jimmy Jawhar 
Cleveland, First ................................... Absent 
Columbus, First ......................... Bill Andrews 
Corinth, Covenant ............................. Excused 
Falkner ................................................. Absent 
French Camp, Huntsville ..................... Absent 
Greenville, Calvary ............................. Absent 
Greenville, First ........................John Sandefur 
Greenwood, First ............... William Sheppard 
Grenada, First ............................. Ella Whitten 
Hamilton .............................................. Absent 
Hernando, First ......................... Donna Eiland 
Hollandale ........................................... Absent 
Holly Springs, First ........................... Excused 
Horn Lake, New Bethlehem ................ Absent 
Lake Comorant, Eudora ...................... Absent 
Lamar ..................................... Richard Gullick 
Leland ..................................... Charles Bryson 
Louisville, Bethany ............................. Absent 
Louisville, Messiah .............. Georgena Hayes 
Louisville, St. James .......... Catherine Sanders 
McCool, Mt. Zion ................................ Absent 
Nesbit ................................................... Absent 
Nettleton .............................................. Absent 
Oakland, Pine Hill ................... W. E. Douglas 

 Okolona ............................... Charles Wardlaw

Okolona, Garden of Eden .................... Absent 
Okolona, Wren ..................................... Absent 
Olive Branch, Bethel ........... Dianna Crumpler 
Oxford, First ............................... Teresa Flautt 
Oxford, First (2) ........................ Sam Jennings 
Oxford, Sand Spring ............................ Absent 
Philadelphia, Dixon........................... Excused 

 Plantersville, Unity .............................. Absent 
Pontotoc, First ................................ Gary Kidd 
Rienzi, New Hope ..................... Don Brawner 
Ripley ..................................... Leland Mauney 
Ripley, New Prospect................ Bon Caviness 
Ripley, Westminster ............................. Absent 
Rosedale ............................................... Absent 
Saltillo, First .......................... Peggy Robinson 
Scobey, New Hope............................... Absent 
Senatobia ............................... Jim Johnson, III 
Southaven, Providence ......... Jimmy Braddock 
Starkville, First ............................ David Boles 
Starkville, Osborn ................... Anna Rasberry 
Starkville, Trinity ........................ Douglas Fye 
Sumner ................................... Smith Murphey 
Toccopola, Lebanon .......................... Excused 
Tunica, First ...................................... Excused 
Tupelo, First ........................... Chris Rousseau 
Tupelo, First (2) ......................... Alice Rogers 
Tupelo, Zion ............................... Paul Sudduth 
Van Vleet, Friendship .................. Marie Duke 
Waterford, Greenfield .......................... Absent 
Weir...................................................... Absent 
West Point, First................................ Excused 
West Point, Trinity ............................... Absent 



Presbytery Stated Meeting May 6, 2008, page 3 
 

 

  
Additional Elders Enrolled for Terms of Service (7): 
 

Frank Chiles ...................................... Excused  
Gary Dunaway ..................................... Present  
Mary Freeman ................................... Excused 
Guy Gillespie ..................................... Excused 
Tom Hewitt .......................................... Present 
Sam Kemp ........................................... Present 
Dero Ramsey ..................................... Excused 
Freddie Rasberry ................................. Present 
Sydney Shaw ....................................... Present 
Willetta Swoope .................................. Present 
Nolan Waller ....................................... Present 
 
 

Corresponding Members, Non-Ordained Members of Presbytery’s Council, Ministers of Other 
Denominations Serving in Temporary Pastoral Relationships, and Others with Voice, but not Vote 
(5): 
 

Thomas Campbell (Cumberland) 
Nick Phillips (Episcopal) 
Dan Rupert (Southern Baptist) 
Debbie Connolly (Presbyterian Women) 
Johnny Smith (Hunger Action Enabler) 

 
Visitors (39): 
 

Frankie Kirkpatrick, Sandra Douglas, Beverly Thompson, Buddy Thompson, Mary Ann Wilson, Joyce 
Powell, Cris Crippen, Nancy Jones, Carole Hunting, Nita Peyton, Tony Peyton, Jimmy Denman, Daryl 
Dye, Ed Crumpler, Bill Parrish, Ruth Galloway, Rev. Steve Graham, Fran Brown, Tony Franks, Brad 
Crump, Jane Treadaway, Luanne Blankenship, Andrea Marshall, Joyce Dean, Mary Boteler, Leroy 
Worsham, Adrienne Phillips, Laurie Monteith, Jimmy Herrod, Elaine Gross, Glenda White, John White, 
Norma Owings, Arnold Owings, Erik Williamsen, Denise Faust, Nancy Bryson, Katy Bryson, Rev. 
Buren Blankenship. 

 
Presbytery Program Staff (2): 
 

Camp Hopewell Staff: Darren Ashmore; and Presbytery Staff: Kim Renfroe, . 
 

Report of the Stated Clerk 
 
The docket for the meeting was adopted as distributed by voice vote.  
 
The Rev. Chip Hatcher then reported for the Committee to Review and Approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting, noting their conclusion that since approving minutes is an “action” performed on behalf of the 
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presbytery, they should be approved by a larger and more representative entity than a committee of three 
individuals. The minutes of the February 5, 2008 meeting were then approved by voice vote following a 
number of corrections. 
 
The Stated Clerk reported on several communications and their disposition as follows: 
 

An overture from the session of FPC, Tupelo, has been referred to the Bills and Overtures Committee 
and their recommendation is docketed later in this meeting. 
 
A request from the Rev. Ron Richardson to amend the Manual of Operations was submitted prior to the 
meeting of the Presbytery’s Council in accordance with the Manual’s provision for submitting 
proposed changes, and has been docketed as new business. 
 

In accordance with G-6.0703 of the Book of Order, the Stated Clerk reported that the Rev. Don Elliott 
has renounced the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) effective February 10, 2008. 

 
The presbytery has received notice that Ms. Denise Faust, office manager at FPC, Oxford, has 
completed her requirements for Level I Certification by the Administrative Personnel Association of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Accordingly, Ms. Faust was called forward and her accomplishment was 
recognized by the body with a brief service of thanks led by the moderator pro tem. 
 
A request of FPC, Tupelo for permission to encumber its property up to $650,000 was approved by 
voice vote. 
 
A request of Batesville Presbyterian Church for permission to sell a 0.6 acre property “adjacent to and 
behind a house previously owned by the church and sold in the summer of 2007” was approved by voice 
vote. 

 
 

Report of Presbytery=s Council 
 
Elder Nolan Waller reported for the Presbytery=s Council, noting that at its recent meeting, the Council 
voted to particularly register its support for two recommendations coming before the governing body: 1) the 
recommendation of the Missions Committee to use a portion of its remaining Katrina Relief Funds to 
support a Mississippi Gulf Coast Pastor in return for that individual assisting us in our continued relief 
efforts, and 2) the recommendation of the Evangelism and Church Development Committee to re-designate 
some of the presbytery’s resources for a revitalization grant to the Bethel, Olive Branch Church.  
 
He also reported that after reflection on the proposal being submitted to the presbytery from the Rev. Ron 
Richardson regarding deletion of section 3.12.00 of the Manual of Operations, the Council’s advice to the 
presbytery is not to remove the section, but to change the word “essential” in 3.12.10 to the word 
“mandatory.” And he reported that the Council further voted to advise the Nominations Committee of its 
desire that in the future, questions to candidates for General Assembly commissioners focus on the broader 
issues of G-6.0106, instead of the narrow issue of the ordination of self-affirming, practicing homosexuals. 
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He then moved, on behalf of the Council, that the Manual of Operations be amended to delegate 
responsibility for the approval of minutes of meetings of the Presbytery to the Presbytery’s Council. The 
motion was adopted by voice vote.1 
 

Reports of Council=s Program Committees 

 
Report of the Administration and Stewardship Committee 

 
Elder Sydney Shaw reported for the Administration and Stewardship Committee. The following items were 
presented for information: 
 

1. Presbytery and Camp Hopewell Financial reports for the first quarter, 2008 were presented 
(Attachment 1). 

2. Audit reports for 2006 and 2007 have been received and are available through the presbytery office 
for review. 

3. FPC, Oxford will host a conference on church endowments on Sunday afternoon, September 7, 
2008. The conference will be led by representatives of the Presbyterian Foundation, and is open to 
all of the presbytery’s churches. 

4. At its meeting on April 15, 2008, the Presbytery’s Council authorized the committee to proceed with 
obtaining a construction loan for the Camp Hopewell Pool Project of up to $200,000 to be secured 
by the Camp Hopewell Endowment and then finalizing the loan at the end of the construction phase 
on a repayment schedule not to exceed three years. Council further authorized the President and 
Secretary of the Corporation to execute the necessary instruments to obtain the loan. 

 
Report of the Camps and Conferences Committee 

 
Elder Sam Kemp delivered the report of the Camps and Conferences Committee, offering the following 
items for information, followed by a powerpoint presentation related to the new pool: 

1. The total number of campers registered for camp as of March 25, 2008, is 140. It is a good start 
for the summer. 

2. As of March 25, 2008, the total number of groups who have reserved camp’s facilities, program 
services or meals for 2008 is 48 groups representing a potential $138,522.50 in income. In 
comparison the total for all of 2007 was 73 groups and a total of $156,768.34 in income. This means 
these are larger groups than last year. We expect other groups to reserve weekends as the year 
progresses. If your church wants to reserve space for an overnight or weekend retreat, make 
your reservations soon. 

3. Advanced Staff Training is May 19-25, 2008. Staff training is May 27-June 6. Please pray for our 
new staff as they begin their summer ministry at Hopewell.  

                                                 
1 new section 2.04.70 of the Manual of Operations reads as follows: “Presbytery’s Council is authorized to approve minutes of 

the Presbytery’s meetings.” 
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4. Construction on the pool began on February 25! We hope to have the work complete by the 

beginning of camp, weather permitting. Please remember that the pool has yet to be paid for and 
that donations are still needed to pay for this project. 

5. Check out the new Hopewell website at www.camphopewell.com for information about summer 
camp, rental information, and annual retreats. 

 
Report of the Campus Ministry Committee 

 
Elder Tom Hewitt delivered the report of the Campus Ministry Committee. The following items were 
presented as information, and there were no recommendations: 
 

1. February 8-10, 2008, Camp Hopewell hosted the Annual Statewide Presbyterian College Retreat. 35 
individuals participated in the retreat, at which David LaMotte served as the keynote speaker. The 
retreat was a great success for those who participated. The keynotes were very inspiring and 
thought-provoking and the worship services were amazing. 

2. Beginning on the 5th Sunday of August 2008 and occurring on the 1st and 3rd Sunday evening of 
each month thereafter, the Campus Ministry Committee will host “Faith Forum and Fellowship” 
events for students at Ole Miss. The events will be held at First Presbyterian Church, Oxford, and it 
is hoped that ministers of the presbytery will consider devoting one Sunday each semester to this 
program. Greg Goodwiller and Allyson Ashmore will coordinate the program, and a student liaison 
will be recruited to handle publicity. 

 
Report of the Education, Worship, and Nurture Committee 

 
The report of the Education, Worship, and Nurture Committee was delivered by the Executive and Stated 
Clerk in the absence of the committee’s moderator. The following items were presented as information: 

1. The committee has authorized up to $600 for the purchase of a projector for Camp Hopewell from 
Youth Ministry funds with the understanding that the projector will be available for use by the 
presbytery's Youth Council whenever it is needed. 

2. The committee’s IT Task Force, chaired by Buddy Thompson, is exploring options for developing a 
new presbytery website, including pages for each congregation. The goal is to have the website up 
and running by the end of the year. 

3. The moderator and executive will assist with recruiting new members for the Clergy- Spouse Retreat 
Task Force once the new chairperson has agreed to serve. This task force, once formed, is authorized 
to proceed with planning and execution of the 2008 retreat. 

4. William Willimon has agreed to be the keynote speaker at Tapestry, to be held January 23-24, 2009 
at First Presbyterian Church in Greenwood. 

5. The Rev. Chris Scruggs has been invited to attend the October stated meeting to give a presentation 
on sexual misconduct prevention. 
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Report of the Evangelism and Church Development Committee 

 
Elder Tom Hewitt delivered the report of the Evangelism and Church Development Committee in the 
absence of the committee’s moderator.  
 
On behalf of the committee, he reported that in light of the presbytery’s recent action to dissolve the New 
Church Development Committee, the E/CD committee has determined that it would like to focus the 
presbytery’s attention on the Bethel, Olive Branch Presbyterian Church, which it believes has excellent 
potential for redevelopment and growth.  
 
He then called on Elder Dianna Crumpler from the Bethel Church to speak regarding the church’s situation 
and programs. 
 
The following motion was then moved by Elder Hewitt on behalf of the committee, and approved by voice 
vote:  
 

that the presbytery re-designate up to $180,000 of reserve funds currently designated for New 
Church Development to be available as a grant to the Bethel Presbyterian Church of up to $50,000 
for the first two years, $35,000 for the third year, $25,000 for the fourth year, and $20,000 for the 
fifth year once they are able to call a pastor. It is hoped that the Synod of Living Waters and the 
General Assembly of the PC(USA) will participate in this grant, so that the actual cost to the 
Presbytery of St. Andrew will be considerably less than the full amount. 

 
As information, Elder Hewitt noted that the Tupelo, Zion Church recently held an evangelism workshop led 
by Dr. Rusty Douglas, which was very helpful and presented many practical ideas for church growth. The 
workshop was made possible in part by a grant from the Evangelism and Church Development Committee. 
Small churches of the presbytery are encouraged to plan similar events. The E/CD committee would be glad 
to help with suggestions, and can provide additional grants! 
 
The Rev. Sid Harmon, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, was then recognized to deliver a 
“Good News Report” regarding his congregation’s evangelism efforts and their results (the congregation 
has grown from about 170 members to almost 240 members in the last six years!  
 

Report of the Missions Committee 
 
The Rev. Tom Bryson delivered the report of the Missions Committee in the absence of the committee=s 
moderator. 
 
Elder Johnny Smith, Hunger Action Enabler, was recognized and thanked the congregations and entities of 
the presbytery who have participated in the 2 cents per meal program. 
 
The Rev. Ann Jones was then recognized, and spoke regarding the denomination’s Peacemaking Program, 
highlighting the document Seeking to be Faithful Together: Guidelines for Presbyterians During Times of 
Disagreement.2 She also promoted the churchwide Peacemaking Offering which is held on World 
Communion Sunday (the first Sunday of October) of each year. 

                                                 
2 This document can be downloaded from the denomination’s website: www.pcusa.org/peacemaking. 
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The Rev. Tom Bryson then spoke regarding the presbytery’s efforts to establish a new mission partnership 
in Mexico, noting that several members of the presbytery will be making an initial visit to the Presbytery of 
the State of Campeche in the near future. 
 
He then offered the following two motions on behalf of the committee, which were approved by voice vote: 
 

that $15,000 from the Katrina Relief Fund be made available as pastoral support for one year to a 
minister on the Mississippi Gulf Coast who will, in return, serve as a part-time Coordinator of the 
Presbytery of St. Andrew’s ongoing relief efforts. 

 
that Hunger Action Grants of $1,000 each be approved and distributed to the following entities from 2 
cents per meal proceeds collected in 2006, and that the remaining $7,000 of that money be donated 
Living Waters for the World.  

 
Report of Presbytery=s Ecclesiastical Committees 

 
Report of the Evaluation Committee 

 
The Rev. Milton Winter delivered the report of the Evaluation Committee, in which he presented the process 
and timeline that the committee has adopted for its work of goal setting in the coming months, and urging 
everyone to participate in the process as we work to discern our future in ministry together: 
 

1. Sessions and the presbytery’s various committees and entities will be invited to participate in a 
reflection process (which will be developed by the committee at its next meeting) and send input to 
the Evaluation Committee no later than the end of the Winter, 2009 Stated Meeting of the presbytery 
(February 3, 2009). 

 
2. The Evaluation Committee will review these submissions and compose a draft report on goals which 

will be distributed to sessions for their comments and included in the packets for the Spring, 2009 
Stated Meeting of the presbytery at which some opportunity will be provided for comments and 
discussion (May 5, 2009). 

 
3. A final report will be prepared by the Evaluation Committee and submitted to the presbytery for its 

consideration at the Fall, 2009 Stated Meeting (October 6, 2009). 
 
 

Orders of the Day 
 
Beginning at 12:15 p.m., several announcements regarding resources and upcoming events were made, after 
which the body was recessed at 12:20 p.m. for lunch with a prayer by the moderator pro tem.  
 
The Presbytery re-convened at 1:30 p.m. for the next Order of the Day, the report of the Committee on 
Ministry. 
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Report of the Committee on Ministry 

 
The Rev. Frank Beck reported for the Committee on Ministry. The following items were presented as 
information: 
 

1. The Temporary Supply Relationships between Tom Campbell and the Toccopola, Lebanon Church, 
and Joseph Etua and the Louisville, Bethany Church have been re-approved for one year.  
 

2. The pastoral relationship between the Rev. Louis Narowetz and the Nettleton and Unity, 
Plantersville Presbyterian Churches was dissolved effective February 29, 2008 with the concurrence 
of all parties. 

 
3. The committee would like to thank those who participated in the recent survey considering the 

Commissioned Lay Pastor program. COM has docketed time to continue its consideration of the 
program at a special meeting in June. 
 

4. Changes in Terms of Call for the Rev. John Semmes with FPC, Oxford were approved as follows: 
 
Old: $114,737  New: $125,662 
 

5. Terms of Call for the Rev. Buren Blankenship to Trinity Presbyterian Church have been approved as 
follows, pending his successful examination and reception into the presbytery: 

  
Salary 34,300 

Housing                     13,000  

Social Security (church part 7.65%)    3,618 

Board of Pensions  14,900 

Travel & Prof. Exp., Con. Ed/Books, etc. 3,500 

Clergy/Spouse Retreat             300 

    Vacation  4 weeks 

study leave 2 weeks 

Clergy/Spouse Retr. 1 weekend 

moving expenses full 

 ------------ 

TOTAL      69,618 

 
6. Terms of Call for the Rev. Steven Graham to the Fairfield Presbyterian Church, Blue Springs have 

been approved as follows, pending his successful examination and reception into the presbytery. It is 
understood that the presbytery will be paying $15,000 per year to the Fairfield Presbyterian Church 
and that Rev. Graham will be serving as a Staff Associate: 
 

Salary  40,000 
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Use of Manse + Utility Allowance of:  2,000  

Social Security (church part 7.65%)    3,215 

Board of Pensions  17,199 

Travel 3,200 

Continuing Education 300 

Clergy/Spouse Retreat             300 

    Vacation  4 weeks 

study leave 2 weeks 

Clergy/Spouse Retr. 1 weekend 

moving expenses full 

 ------------ 

TOTAL      66,214 

 

7. The committee anticipates that a meeting of the presbytery will be called for Thursday, June 5, 2008 
for the purpose of examining Candidate Gordon Pace for ordination. 

 
The Rev. Beck then moved that the Rev. Ann Laird Jones be moved to the roll of Active Members, effective 
immediately, for which she is eligible by virtue of her service as Stated Supply minister at the Benoit Union 
Church. The motion was seconded and approved by voice vote. 
 
At the request of Hamilton Presbyterian Church, and with the concurrence of the Committee on Ministry, it 
was moved by the Rev. Frank Beck, seconded and approved by voice vote to commission Elder Freddie 
Rasberry to the Hamilton Presbyterian Church for one year effective May 15, 2008, with permission to 
perform all of the functions described in G-14.0562 of the Book of Order. Elder Rasberry was then 
commissioned to service by the moderator pro tem.  
 
The Rev’s. Buren Blankenship and Steve Graham were then presented for examination and membership in 
the presbytery. They were examined on their Christian faith and their views in theology, the Sacraments, 
and the government of the church in accordance with G-11.0402. Each section of the examination was 
sustained as satisfactory, after which it was moved by the Rev. Frank Beck that the examinations be 
sustained as a whole. The motion was seconded and approved by voice vote. 
 
The following motions were then presented by the Rev. Frank Beck on behalf of the committee, and 
approved by voice vote:  

 
1. That the Rev. Buren Blankenship be received into the membership of the Presbytery of St. Andrew 

and installed as Pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Starkville. 
 

2. That an Administrative Commission to conduct the installation on Sunday afternoon, May 18, 2008 
be appointed as follows: 
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Ministers:     Elders: 
 Gregory Goodwiller, Moderator  Bonnie Feig (Trinity, Starkville) 
 James W. Landrum    Willetta Swoope (FPC, Starkville) 
 O. Wendell Manuel    Buddy Thompson (FPC, Grenada) 
 Barbara McKee 
 
Additional Elder to Sit with the Commission: 
 Van Blankenship (FPC, Talladega, AL) 

 
3. That the Rev. Steven Graham be received into the presbytery and installed as Pastor of the Fairfield 

Presbyterian Church provided, having indicated his willingness to undergo supervised study in the 
areas of Reformed theology and Sacraments and meet with the Committee on Ministry in one year to 
review his progress. 
 

4. That an Administrative Commission to conduct the installation on Sunday afternoon, June 8, 2008 
be appointed as follows, and that the Moderator of the Committee on Ministry be authorized to name 
an additional elder to complete the commission:3 

 
  

Ministers:     Elders: 
 Gregory Goodwiller, Moderator  Tony Sheffield (Fairfield) 
 William J. Connolly 
 Thomas Groome 
  

 
Report of the Governing Body Relations Committee 

 
Elder Willetta Swoope delivered the report of the Governing Body Relations Committee. 
 
On recommendation from the committee, and at the congregation’s request, the Dixon Presbyterian Church 
was granted exemption from the rotation of elders in accordance with G-14.0226c by voice vote.  
 
She then reported that minutes from the following sessions had been read and approved: 
 
 Benoit FPC, Aberdeen 
 Fairfield FPC, Pontotoc 
 Friendship FPC, Tupelo 
 Lamar Ripley 
 New Prospect Sumner 
 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
 
The Rev. Kent Landry reported for the Committee on Preparation for Ministry. He first noted the current 
listing and status of those under the committee’s oversight: 

 

                                                 
3 Elder Deborah Steverson of the Ripley Presbyterian Church was subsequently named to the commission 
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Ken Sipley (Hernando), Candidate 
Gordon Pace (Tupelo), Candidate 
Davis Bailey (Hernando), Candidate 
Evelyn Elliott (Greenfield), Candidate 
Julie Hobson Bailey (Hernando), Candidate 
Robert Paul Lewis (Faulkner), Inquirer 
Jon Wagner (Starkville), Inquirer 

 
He then noted that Candidate Gordon Pace has accepted a call to serve the Southminster Presbyterian 
Church in Richmond, VA as an Associate Pastor, and that a called meeting of the presbytery will likely be 
held in early June for his examination for ordination. 
 
 

Report of the Nominations Committee 
 
The moderator pro tem then recognized Elder Charles Bryson, the committee’s nominee for election as Alternate 
Elder Commissioner to the 218th General Assembly and Primary Elder Commissioner to the 219th General Assembly, 
who answered two questions which had been submitted to him in advance by the committee, after which he was 
elected by voice vote.4 

 
Other Reports 

 
The Report of Presbyterian Women was delivered by Debbie Connolly, who emphasized the annual 
Al-Miss Conference which will be held this summer at the South Highland Presbyterian Church in 
Birmingham, Alabama. 
 

Reports of Special Committees 
 
The report of the Bills and Overtures Committee was given by the Rev. Chip Hatcher. He offered the 
following two motions, which were adopted by voice vote:5 
 

1. Concur with the overture of the Presbytery of Holston regarding its request that the 218th General 
Assembly view a Living Waters for the World video (or a portion thereof), and 

 
2.  Adopt the following additional rationale for the overture: 

 
The Presbytery of St. Andrew is a mission partner with the Synod of Living Waters, hosting the 
training program of Living Waters for the World at our Hopewell Camp & Conference Center. 
Since beginning this program, called Clean Water U, in 2004, over 500 volunteers have been trained 
from 29 states and 8 other nations, including Mexico, Guatemala, Kenya, Ghana and Madagascar.  
 

                                                 
4 The election of the Elder Commissioner was postponed to this meeting by the presbytery at its Winter Stated Meeting by 
suspension of the presbytery’s Manual of Operations because Mr. Bryson was not able to be present at that time.  
5 The original overture submitted by FPC, Tupelo, which is attached to these minutes as Attachment 2, requested that the 
presbytery adopt an overture identical to the overture adopted by Holston Presbytery prior to the Presbytery of St. Andrew’s 
meeting. 



Presbytery Stated Meeting May 6, 2008, page 13 
 

 
Volunteers attending the training at Camp Hopewell span the ideological and theological spectrum, 
yet stand joyfully together on the common ground of Christ’s call to mission. 
 
Living Waters for the World provides an opportunity for Presbyterians and others from all walks 
of life, with various skills and interests, to come together and receive the training and support 
resources they need to put their faith into action in practical, empowering way. 
 
Living Waters for the World is a clear, proven example of the shared future of mission as 
described in An Invitation to Expanding Partnership in God’s Mission.  
 
The Presbytery of St. Andrew has witnessed that Living Waters for the World embodies these 
values and, in a desire to lift up this example to the greater church, respectfully requests that the 
218th General Assembly (2008) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) adopt this overture of 
celebration.  

 
The report of the Committee on Thanks was given by the Rev. Joey Sherrard, who offered the following 
resolution which was adopted by voice vote on motion by the Rev. Ann Laird Jones: 
 

WHEREAS we have been most warmly welcomed to this historic congregation which pioneered the 
growth of the Presbyterian Church in north Mississippi, and 
 
WHEREAS we have joined together in worship and celebration of our risen Lord, and 
 
WHEREAS we have received ministers into our presbytery, and 
 
WHEREAS we have resolved to join in God’s ministry through the revitalization of the Bethel 
Presbyterian Church, and  
 
WHEREAS we have enjoyed hospitality, perfect weather, food, and fellowship in this place,  
 
THREREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Presbytery of St. Andrew extends its deepest thanks to the 
congregation of Zion Presbyterian Church for its gracious hospitality. 
 
THIS THE 6th Day of May, 2008. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 Elder Charles Bryson 
 The Rev. Joey Sherrard 

 
New Business 

 
The communication from the Rev. Ron Richardson which had been docketed for new business was then 
taken into consideration. The text of his letter is as follows: 
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Now that the General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission has made its decision concerning 
the PUP Report approved at the 2006 General Assembly, I am requesting that the section 3.12.00 in 
the St. Andrew Manual of Operations be removed. I do not think it is any longer necessary to ask 
candidates for ordination or those applying to be commissioners to General Assembly to be asked 
the question concerning G-6.0106/G-6.0106b. 
 

The moderator pro tem then recognized the Rev. Kent Landry, who moved as a substitute motion (and as 
recommended by the Presbytery’s Council) that section 3.12.10 of the Manual of Operations be amended by 
replacing the word “essential” with the word “mandatory.” The motion was seconded. 
 
The Rev. Heather Williamsen moved to amend the substitute motion by striking the words “are mandatory 
and.” The amendment was seconded. The Rev. Annette Ragsdale offered a further amendment to the 
amendment, which was seconded, but was not adopted. The amendment was then adopted. 
 
A motion to make the substitute motion the main motion was then debated and adopted by voice vote, after 
which the new motion was also adopted by voice vote. 
 
Section 3.12.10 of the Manual of Operations now reads as follows: 
 

The Presbytery of St. Andrew affirms that all mandatory statements in the Book of Order shall not be 
set aside or ignored at any time. This includes the provision in G-6.0106b that “those who are called 
to office in the church are to lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in conformity to the historic 
confessional standards of the church.  Among these standards is the requirement to live either in 
fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman (W-4.9001), or chastity in 
singleness.”  

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by the moderator pro tem. 
 
 
Approved September 16, 2008 
 

 
_____________________________________ 
Gregory A. Goodwiller 
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Account

#
Account name Year to Date

Assets

120.10 General Account 25,398.00
120.20 Special Account Balance 377,371.22
120.25 Campus Ministry 4,122.39
120.30 Ministers Emergency Fund 7,014.97
120.40 Salary Emergency Fund 56,813.22
120.86 Investment in Camp Hopewell 4,804,301.90
120.90 Real Estate-Office 199,489.00
121.20 Real Estate-Louisville 89,750.00
121.25 Real Estate - Providence 149,559.00
121.40 Office Equipment 92,161.56
121.50 Crumpton Fund 8,425.44
121.60 Louise Childers' Fund 3,300.31
121.70 Jim Stanford Youth Leadership 3,962.62
121.80 Gift Annuity 77,855.00

Total Assets $5,899,524.63

Liabilities and Fund Balances

Accounts Payable $2,660.52

Total Liabilities $2,660.52

340.10 General Fund 38,438.39
340.20 Fund Balance-Fixed Assets 527,349.00
340.35 Reserved Fund 68,148.07
340.40 Fund Balance - Camp Hopewell 4,804,301.90

Total Special Fund Balances $458,626.75

Total Fund Balance $5,896,864.11

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances $5,899,524.63
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Beg Balance Receipts Disbursements Transfers End Balance

Missionary Support 0.00 3,350.00 3,350.00 0.00 0.00
Hurricane Katrina Relief 60,008.27 0.00 900.00 0.00 59,108.27
Stewardship 8,333.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 8,333.33
Camp Hopewell 0.00 3,483.01 3,483.01 0.00 0.00
Campus Ministry 0.00 41.67 0.00 0.00 41.67
Christmas Joy 1,692.00 5,213.53 5,213.53 0.00 1,692.00
Legal Fees 839.91 0.00 2,156.65 0.00 (1,316.74)
Witness Offering 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Pentecost Offering 0.00 217.00 217.00 0.00 0.00
Mothers Day Offering 43.60 0.00 0.00 0.00 43.60
One Great Hour of Sharing 0.00 769.30 769.30 0.00 0.00
Living Waters Project 0.00 1,775.00 1,775.00 0.00 0.00
Presbyterian Mission 309.35 0.00 0.00 0.00 309.35
2 Cents a Meal 13,720.09 1,912.99 0.00 0.00 15,633.08
Heifer Project 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Hunger Offering 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Hunger for Presbytery 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Peacemaking Offering 5,913.55 109.00 79.93 0.00 5,942.62
G.A. Unif Missionary 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Emergency Food Relief 3,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,000.00
Disaster Relief 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00 0.00
Montreat 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Presbyterian School of CE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Historical Foundation 0.00 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.00
Lafayette Co. Land 0.00 0.00 2,281.00 0.00 (2,281.00)
Coffeeville 2,890.96 0.00 481.37 0.00 2,409.59
CPM - Memory of Leslie Tucker 4,860.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,860.00
American Bible Society 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Fund for Theological Ed 0.00 5,310.00 5,310.00 0.00 0.00
Columbia Seminary 0.00 599.97 599.97 0.00 0.00
Louisville Seminary 0.00 351.50 351.50 0.00 0.00
Union Seminary 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Austin Seminary 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Stillman College 0.00 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.00
Mary Holmes College 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Belhaven College 0.00 50.00 50.00 0.00 0.00
Rhodes College 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
French Camp Academy 41.67 1,553.42 1,595.09 0.00 0.00
Palmer Home 0.00 1,761.63 1,761.63 0.00 0.00
Chamberlain Hunt 0.00 125.00 125.00 0.00 0.00
French Camp Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Medical Benevolent Fund 0.00 60.00 60.00 0.00 0.00
Mission Haven 0.00 295.00 295.00 0.00 0.00
NTEM Partnership 1,033.52 0.00 369.00 0.00 664.52
Childers Fund 3,478.59 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,478.59
Hopewell Church 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Stanford Endowment Fund 3,962.62 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,962.62
Crumpton Fund 8,747.66 0.00 0.00 0.00 8,747.66
Crisis 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
New Church Development 84,198.39 0.00 0.00 0.00 84,198.39
E.N. Bruce Memorial Fund 365.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 365.00
Loan Repay - Coker 355.00 905.00 0.00 0.00 1,260.00
Clean Water U 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Other Special Fund 78,355.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 78,355.00
Campus Ministry Expansion 3,616.58 0.00 1,949.70 0.00 1,666.88
Prepaid 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Evangelism Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
General Fund Reserve 20,270.95 0.00 0.00 0.00 20,270.95
Office Equipment Reserve 5,351.93 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,351.93
Office Repair Reserve 10,665.84 0.00 0.00 0.00 10,665.84
Reserve for NCD Building 40,802.57 0.00 0.00 0.00 40,802.57
St. Stephen Church 141,666.92 25,000.00 70,000.00 0.00 96,666.92
Continuing Ed - Goodwiller 4,394.11 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,394.11
Total $509,917.41 $52,903.02 $104,193.68 $0.00 $458,626.75

Fund: Missionary Support thru Continuing Ed - Goodwiller
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Account
Number Account Name Current Month Year to Date Annual Budget

Annual Budget
Remaining

Income

411.00 Per Capita 5,349.07 28,458.89 93,447.20 64,988.31
411.05 Unified Giving 30,772.93 79,677.51 400,000.00 320,322.49
411.06 Tapestry 0.00 0.00 0.00
411.07 Clergy-Spouse Retreat 0.00 300.00 7,500.00 7,200.00
411.08 Selected Giving-Presbytery 191.67 1,358.34 8,000.00 6,641.66
411.11 Grant Income 3,344.75 10,034.25 35,000.00 24,965.75
411.12 Hunger Action Grant 0.00 0.00 3,000.00 3,000.00
411.16 New Covenant Funds (Camp Min) 0.00 0.00 0.00
411.40 Other Income 0.00 500.00 12,200.00 11,700.00
411.98 General Account Interest 81.27 249.20 1,600.00 1,350.80

Total General Income $39,739.69 $120,578.19 $560,747.20 $440,169.01

Total Income $39,739.69 $120,578.19 $560,747.20 $440,169.01

Expense

510.10 G.A.  Unified 1,750.00 1,750.00 7,000.00 5,250.00
510.30 G.A. Per Capita 9,426.00 9,426.00 37,704.00 28,278.00
510.40 Synod Unified 4,500.00 4,500.00 18,000.00 13,500.00
510.50 Synod Per Capita 5,893.50 5,893.50 23,574.00 17,680.50

Total Gov. Body Commitents $21,569.50 $21,569.50 $86,278.00 $64,708.50

520.10 Employer Social Security 3,250.70 7,645.78 3,763.95 (3,881.83)
520.20 Salaries 3,346.36 10,331.08 45,000.00 34,668.92
520.30 Pension and Insurance 844.31 2,532.93 10,650.00 8,117.07
520.50 Salary-Janitorial 350.16 1,050.48 4,202.00 3,151.52

Total Non-Ordained Expense $7,791.53 $21,560.27 $63,615.95 $42,055.68

530.20 Executive Salary 4,308.84 12,926.52 51,706.00 38,779.48
530.30 Housing & Utilities 2,360.42 7,081.26 28,325.00 21,243.74
530.35 Continuing Ed 0.00 345.95 1,500.00 1,154.05
530.50 Board of Pensions 2,000.78 6,002.34 25,209.77 19,207.43
530.60 Social Security 510.20 1,530.60 6,122.37 4,591.77
530.70 Assoc Exec - Camps - Salary 2,746.66 8,239.98 32,960.00 24,720.02
530.80 Assoc Exec - Camps - Housing 1,491.92 4,475.76 17,903.00 13,427.24
531.00 Assoc Exec - Camps - BOP 1,396.65 4,189.95 16,021.85 11,831.90
531.10 Assoc Exec - Camps - S.S. 324.26 972.78 3,891.02 2,918.24

Total Called Ordained Expense $15,139.73 $45,765.14 $183,639.01 $137,873.87

535.00 Staff Assoc - Camp.Min.-Tunica 0.00 0.00 0.00
535.10 Staff Assoc - Holly Springs 1,500.00 4,500.00 18,000.00 13,500.00
535.20 Staff Assoc. - Louisville 1,931.25 5,793.85 23,175.00 17,381.15
535.30 Staff Assoc. - Fairfield 0.00 0.00 10,000.00 10,000.00
535.40 Staff Assoc - Hunger Action 250.00 750.00 3,000.00 2,250.00

Total  Staff Associate Expense $3,681.25 $11,043.85 $54,175.00 $43,131.15

540.20 Committee Expense 0.00 162.00 500.00 338.00
540.30 Office Operations 915.45 3,242.52 15,000.00 11,757.48
540.31 Office - Building 2,803.24 4,717.03 21,000.00 16,282.97
540.32 Office - Travel & Epenses 1,068.07 3,197.61 21,000.00 17,802.39
540.40 Communications & Technology 1,133.89 2,995.70 5,600.00 2,604.30
549.90 Stated Clerk 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Office & Administration $5,920.65 $14,314.86 $63,100.00 $48,785.14

550.10 Committee Expense 0.00 62.00 750.00 688.00
550.20 CTS/St Andrew Study 0.00 0.00 4,200.00 4,200.00
550.45 Clergy-Spouse Retreat Expenses 0.00 0.00 7,500.00 7,500.00
550.50 Resource Center 223.64 1,941.11 2,000.00 58.89
550.70 Youth Ministry 1,079.07 3,923.28 9,000.00 5,076.72
550.80 Training and Program 0.00 0.00 250.00 250.00
550.90 Tapestry 42.79 42.79 1,500.00 1,457.21

26



Presbytery of St. Andrew - Oxford, MS 38655
04/17/08 Treasurer's Report for January, 2008 through March, 2008 (Budget Report) Page 2
Account
Number Account Name Current Month Year to Date Annual Budget

Annual Budget
Remaining

Total Education and Nurture $1,345.50 $5,969.18 $25,200.00 $19,230.82

555.10 Committee Expense 0.00 68.00 1,250.00 1,182.00
555.15 Program Support - Ole Miss 0.00 0.00 0.00
555.16 Program Support - MS State 0.00 0.00 8,000.00 8,000.00
555.17 Program Support - Delta State 0.00 0.00 7,000.00 7,000.00
555.18 Program/Salary Support - MUW 0.00 0.00 8,400.00 8,400.00
555.30 State-Wide Retreat 0.00 1,550.30 1,600.00 49.70
555.35 Programs & Events 0.00 0.00 500.00 500.00

Total Campus Ministry $0.00 $1,618.30 $26,750.00 $25,131.70

560.10 Committee on Ministry 66.22 648.93 2,000.00 1,351.07
560.30 CPM - Prep for Ministry 0.00 576.60 5,000.00 4,423.40
560.33 CLP Training & Cont. Ed 0.00 0.00 500.00 500.00
560.35 First Call Partnership 0.00 0.00 750.00 750.00

Total COM/CPM Ministries $66.22 $1,225.53 $8,250.00 $7,024.47

570.10 Evangelism Committee Exp 0.00 122.80 500.00 377.20
570.40 Congregational Revitalization 0.00 0.00 1,500.00 1,500.00

Total Evangelism & Church
Dev.

$0.00 $122.80 $2,000.00 $1,877.20

580.10 Council Expense 0.00 120.60 1,500.00 1,379.40
580.15 Administrative Commissions 13.44 307.43 2,000.00 1,692.57
580.16 Legal Fees 0.00 613.70 3,000.00 2,386.30
580.20 PJC 0.00 70.44 100.00 29.56
580.30 Trustees 19.08 19.08 100.00 80.92
580.40 Evaluation 0.00 0.00 500.00 500.00
580.50 Nominations 13.20 111.20 500.00 388.80
580.60 Representations 0.00 0.00 100.00 100.00
580.80 Governing Body Relations 0.00 0.00 500.00 500.00
580.90 Missions 24.60 245.80 1,000.00 754.20
580.91 Missions - Projects/Promotions 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
580.92 International Mission Devel. 0.00 0.00 5,000.00 5,000.00
581.00 Camps and Conferences 0.00 0.00 28,500.00 28,500.00

Total Council & Program $70.32 $1,488.25 $43,800.00 $42,311.75

590.20 Equipment Replacement 0.00 0.00 2,000.00 2,000.00
590.30 Office Repairs 0.00 0.00 1,900.00 1,900.00

Total Other Expenses $0.00 $0.00 $3,900.00 $3,900.00

Total Expenses $55,584.70 $124,677.68 $560,707.96 $436,030.28

Difference ($15,845.01) ($4,099.49) $39.24
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04/17/08 Balance Sheet as of March 31, 2008 Page 1
Account

#
Account name Year to Date

Assets

110.10 Bancorp South - General 33,269.97
110.80 PCUSA Found-Endowment 2,639,950.63
111.00 Endowment Fund Receivable 220,826.33
112.00 Land 89,657.00
112.10 Building 692,748.00
112.20 Equipment 156,748.64
112.30 Improvements 73,206.00
112.40 Cornerstone Lodge 210,919.00
112.45 Overlook Lodge 387,376.92
112.46 Williamson Expansion 255,989.79
112.50 Capital Improvements 324,447.58

TOTAL ASSETS $5,085,139.86

Liabilities and Fund Balances

TOTAL LIABILITIES $250,665.84

340.20 Fund Balance - General (52,270.51)
340.30 Fund Balance - Property 1,621,986.00
340.40 Endowment Fund 2,653,965.94

TOTAL SPECIAL FUNDS $610,792.59

TOTAL FUND BALANCE $4,834,474.02

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances $5,085,139.86
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04/17/08 Consolidated Fund Activity Report for Year-To-Date March 2008 Page 1

Beg Balance Receipts Disbursements Transfers End Balance

Diabetic Fund 12,172.70 360.00 1,268.78 0.00 11,263.92
CLWC 6,328.66 525.00 0.00 0.00 6,853.66
Scholarship Fund 3,855.11 1,100.00 0.00 0.00 4,955.11
Development Fund 7,023.23 15,000.00 14,690.96 0.00 7,332.27
Bricks of Honor 1,524.57 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,524.57
Pool 113,038.90 9,365.47 82,061.99 0.00 40,342.38
Maintenance Support 0.00 32,868.00 32,868.00 0.00 0.00
Total $143,943.17 $59,218.47 $130,889.73 $0.00 $72,271.91

Fund: Diabetic Fund thru Maintenance Support
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