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Minutes 
 
The Presbytery of St. Andrew met for its Spring Stated Meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 at 
First Presbyterian Church in Grenada, Mississippi. 
 
The meeting began with a service of worship that included a sermon by the Rev. Gregory A. Goodwiller 
entitled, “Go Therefore.”  
 
Following a brief recess, a quorum was declared present and the meeting was opened with prayer by the 
Moderator. 
 

Appointment of Special Committees 
 
By common consent, the Moderator appointed the following special committee of thanks: 

 
The Rev. John Semmes, Elder Frank Chiles, Elder Pinks Dudley, The Rev. Annette Ragsdale, and The 
Rev. Chip Hatcher 

 
Introduction of Visitors and Welcome 

 
Visitors and first-time elder commissioners to the presbytery were introduced, after which Elder Beverly 
Thompson officially welcomed the governing body to First Presbyterian Church. 

 
Roll of the Meeting 
  

There were 64 voting members and commissioners present at the meeting, plus an additional 18 visitors and 
presbytery staff, for a total enrollment of 82. The following ministers, elders, and visitors were enrolled for 
the meeting, and excused absences were granted as noted by voice vote: 
 
Minister Members (25): 
 

John Akers ................................ H.R., excused 
Frank Beck .......................................... Present 
Buren Blankenship .............................. Present 
Frank Brooks ........................... H.R., Excused 
Karen Brostrom-O’Brien ..................... Present 
Tom Bryson ......................................... Present 
Erin Bunnell ........................................ Absent 
Tom Cheatham .................................. Excused 
Rita Cochrane ...................................... Present 
William J. Connolly .......................... Excused 
Belinda Curry ...................................... Absent 
Rusty Douglas ..................................... Present 
Joseph Etua .......................................... Present 
David Freeman .................................... Present 
Coker George ...................................... Absent 
Gregory Goodwiller ............................ Present 

 Steve Graham ...................................... Present 
Tom Groome ....................................... Present 
Scotty Hargrove ....................... H.R., Excused 

 
Sidney Harmon ................................... Present 
Robert Hatcher, Jr. .............................. Present 
Jonas Hayes ....................................... Excused 
Charles Holland .................................. Present 
Donald Howie .......................... H.R., Excused 
Wil Howie ........................................... Present 
Michele Howie .................................. Excused 
Ann Laird Jones .................................. Present  
Ann Kelly ............................................ Present 
James Landrum ........................ H.R., Excused 
James Maner ............................ H.R., Excused 
Wendell Manuel ....................... H.R., Excused 
Olin McBride ...................................... Present 
Barbara McKee ........................ H.R., Excused 
Louis Narowetz .................................... Absent 
Christopher Peterson ........................... Present 
Annette Ragsdale ................................ Present 
Ron Richardson ........................ H.R., Excused 
John Robison ............................ H.R., Excused 



Jonathan Scanlon ................................. Present 
John Semmes ....................................... Absent 
Joey Sherrard ....................................... Present 
Sandra Sisson .................................... Excused 
David Snellgrove ..................... H.R., Excused 
David Southcomb .................... H.R., Excused 
Doug Sullivan-Gonzalez ..................... Absent 
John Taylor .......................................... Absent 

Kelly Unger .............................. H.R., Excused 
Robert Walton .......................... H.R., Excused 
Richard Whitney ...................... H.R., Excused 
Heather Williamsen ............................. Absent 
Don Wilson ....................................... Excused 
Milton Winter ...................................... Present 
Stephen Wright ................................... Present 
Hershel Don Yancey ........................... Present 

 
Elder Commissioners (31): 
 

Aberdeen, First .................................. Excused 
Algoma, Monroe ................................. Absent 
Amory, First ........................................ Absent 
Batesville .............................. Laurie Monteith 
Batesville, Blackjack ................ Johnny Smith 
Batesville, Independence ..................... Absent 
Benoit ............................................ Jim Powell  
Blue Springs, Fairfield ........................ Absent 
Booneville ......................................... Excused 
Byhalia, First ............................ Wade Burrow 
Cleveland, First ........................... Pete Walker 
Columbus, First ...................... Dale Pumphrey 
Corinth, Covenant ............................. Excused 
Falkner ................................................. Absent 
French Camp, Huntsville ..................... Absent 
Greenville, Calvary .................... Bettye Barry 
Greenville, First ................................... Absent 
Greenwood, First ..................... Thad Andrews 
Grenada, First ................. Edgar E. Thompson 
Hamilton .............................................. Absent 
Hernando, First ...................... Robert A. Reiss 
Hollandale ........................................... Absent 
Holly Springs, First .............. Harvey Haggard 
Horn Lake, New Bethlehem ................ Absent 
Lake Comorant, Eudora ...................... Absent 
Lamar ..................................... Richard Gullick 
Leland ......................................... E. L. Boteler 
Louisville, Bethany ........... Gloria Turnipseed 
Louisville, Messiah .............. Georgena Hayes 
Louisville, St. James .......... Catherine Sanders 
McCool, Mt. Zion ................................ Absent 
Nesbit ........................................ Gilbert Marsh 
Nettleton .............................................. Absent 
Oakland, Pine Hill .................... Julian Allison 

Okolona ............................................. Excused 
Okolona, Garden of Eden .................... Absent 
Okolona, Wren ..................................... Absent 
Olive Branch, Bethel ...................... Daryl Dye 
Oxford, First ................................. Susan Shaw 
Oxford, First (2) .......................... Karen Chain 
Oxford, Sand Spring ............................ Absent 
Philadelphia, Dixon........................... Excused 
Plantersville, Unity .............................. Absent 
Pontotoc, First ...................................... Absent 
Rienzi, New Hope ................................ Absent 
Ripley .................................. Elvin Huddleston 
Ripley, New Prospect............. Jimmy Gaillard 
Ripley, Westminster ............................. Absent 
Rosedale ............................................... Absent 
Saltillo, First ......................................... Absent 
Scobey, New Hope............................... Absent 
Senatobia ............................ W. Buford Givens 
Southaven, Providence ......................... Absent 
Starkville, First ............. Anna Marie Rasberry 
Starkville, First (2) ................... Harold Knight 
Starkville, Osborn ............... Matthew Blocker 
Starkville, Trinity ...................... Pinks Dudley 
Sumner ... (Frank Mitchener – counted below)  
Toccopola, Lebanon .......................... Excused 
Tunica, First ......................................... Absent 
Tupelo, First ................................... Jack Wells 
Tupelo, First (2) ....................... Charles Reece 
Tupelo, Zion ......................................... Absent 
Van Vleet, Friendship .......... Andrea Marshall 
Waterford, Greenfield .......................... Absent 
Weir...................................................... Absent 
West Point, First................................ Excused 
West Point, Trinity ............................... Absent 

Elders Enrolled for Terms of Service (CLP’s and Members of Presbytery’s Council) (8): 
 
 Charles Braddock ................................ Present 
 Frank Chiles ........................................ Present 
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 Gary Dunaway ..................................... Absent 
 Guy Gillespie ....................................... Present 
 Dennis Harmon .................................. Excused 
 Tom Hewitt ........................................ Excused 
 Phyllis Hicks ........................................ Present 
 Sam Kemp ........................................... Present 
 Frank Mitchener .................................. Present 
 Freddie Rasberry ................................. Present 
 Donita Schultz ..................................... Present 
 
Visitors (16): 
 

Colleen Dorsey, Joe Dunning, Ella Whitten, A.M. Taylor, India Manor, Beverly Thompson, Lisa 
Howell, Sara Moore, Shirley Whaley, Willard Williams, Nolan Waller, Louise Waller, Joyce Powell, 
Bernice Gaillard, Betty Holland, and Tony Franks. 

 
Presbytery Program Staff (2): 
 

Presbytery Staff: Becky Lacy and Kim Renfroe. 
 

Report of the Stated Clerk 
 
The Stated Clerk first introduced Becky Lacy, the presbytery’s new Administrative Assistant (and Camp 
Hopewell Registrar). He then presented the docket for the meeting, and noted that Elder Frank Chiles has 
requested that the Nominations Committee’s report be docketed for the morning session as he must leave 
the meeting shortly after lunch. The Stated Clerk suggested that the Nominations Committee’s report be 
added as an additional Order of the Day at 12:10 p.m. This change was approved by voice vote, after which 
the docket was approved as amended. 
 
The Stated Clerk then reported that several items for the meeting were available at the registration table, 
including: 
 
 1. An amended report of the Trustees, 
 
 2. Written reports of the Commissioners to the Synod of Living Waters which are presented to the 

governing body for information in fulfillment of G-11.0103t.(1) (attachment 1), and 
 
 3. A letter from the Executive Presbyter and Stated Clerk to the Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery 

of Mississippi recapping the Presbytery of St. Andrew’s Hurricane Katrina relief efforts and 
accompanied by a check for the remaining balance of relief funds in the presbytery’s possession 
(attachment 2). 

 
It was then reported that the presbytery has been notified that Curtis Monts (a member of FPC, Tupelo) has 
been accepted into the 2009-10 “cycle” of the denomination’s Young Adult and National Volunteer 
Program which “offers opportunities in Christian service and learning for young adults . . . in fifteen sites 
around the world.” 
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Report of the Camps and Conferences Committee 
 
Elder Sam Kemp delivered the report of the Camps and Conferences Committee. The following items were 
reported as information: 
 
    1) Becky Lacy is the new Administrative Assistant/Camp Registrar. She joined the staff on March 23, 

2009. 
 
    2)  The projected date for the “Race for Hope” is February 27, 2010, with a proposed course that 

beginning at The Amp parking lot off of Hwy. 7 and taking runners through the Oxford Square, the 
University, the Walking Path and Avent Acres before returning to The Amp. 

 
    3)  Camper numbers are equal to last year’s numbers. There are already waiting lists for either boys or 

girls in three camp sessions. 
 
    4)  All summer staff positions have been filled and there is a waiting list of people who applied but were 

not needed at this time. 
 
    5)  The committee approved a Wedding Policy and revisions to the Fees, Refunds & Cancellations 

Policy, as well as the Personnel Policies. 
 
    6)  Plans for the 60th Celebration September 11-13, 2009, are underway. Everyone is invited to attend 

all or part of the weekend. The weekend will include worship, swimming, challenge course, arts and 
crafts, canoeing, a cookout, bonfire, singing and other camp activities. Please help spread the 
word, especially to former campers and staff! 

 
Report of the Campus Ministry Committee 

 
The following items were presented as information in a written report: 
 
    1) Members of the committee will be contacting the presbytery’s churches over the next month asking 

for the names and contact information for all high school seniors, as well as what schools they will 
be attending. This information will be compiled in the presbytery office, and made available to the 
campus ministry programs at those schools. If you have contact information for any college students 
from your churches, you can send it to the presbytery office (mail@standrewpresbytery.org). 

 
    2) Our campus ministry programs at both MSU and Ole Miss are continuing to draw good numbers of 

participants, and expand their offerings. This is good news! 
 
    3) A new ministry at Northeast Mississippi Community College is continuing to meet. The committee 

(with Council’s concurrence) has authorized an expenditure of up to $1,000 in the next year for 
program expenses there. Keep this ministry (and all of our students) in your prayers in the days 
ahead. 

 
Report of the Education, Worship, and Nurture Committee 

 
The report of the Education, Worship, and Nurture Committee was delivered by Elder Donita Schultz. The 
following items were presented as information: 
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   1) Tapestry – Evaluation of the January 2009 Tapestry event focused on registration numbers, overall 

impression of event, and recommendations for future events. Registration was good, but has been 
higher in past years. Possible reasons for the slight drop-off were discussed, with no clear 
conclusion. Most of the discussion focused on the next event, with the question being raised whether 
Tapestry serves best as an annual event. After much discussion, the EWN committee recommended 
to Presbytery Council that Tapestry be held every two years, with the next event being held in 
January 2011. Primary reasons for this recommendation include: financial savings to Presbytery, 
and to allow for the creation of smaller, more focused events to be added to our calendar. 

 
    2) Youth and Youth Council – Openings are still available for Youth Council. All churches are 

encouraged to send in nominations as soon as possible. Ann Kelly also reported on the recent Jr. 
High and Senior High Youth retreats (over 100 present at each), as well as the recent collegiate 
conference. 

 
    3) Clergy-Spouse Retreat – This event is set for September 26, 2009, at Camp Hopewell, with a goal of 

helping the presbytery’s clergy and their spouses get to know each other better, and build 
camaraderie. The camp staff will develop the program of activities for this one-day event which will 
also included optional Friday evening activities. 

 
    4) New Educational Programs for St. Andrew Presbytery – As the EWN Committee evaluated recent 

programs in our presbytery, we realized there may be some opportunities we are missing. There is 
much that emerging technology can offer us that can reduce cost, and offer more opportunities to a 
broader audience. With that in mind, the EWN Committee met to explore those options. The 
committee is now planning to hold a series of several smaller “area events” in 2010 (when there will 
not be a Tapestry). Details of these events will be forthcoming. 

 
    5) A “Resource Center Open House” has been planned for Sunday afternoon, August 16, 2009 from 2 – 

5 p.m. Light refreshments will be served, and several educators will be present to assist with fall 
Sunday School planning and issues, including help utilizing technology and a variety of resources 
that are available both through the presbytery office and the internet. 

 
Report of the Evangelism and Church Development Committee 

 
The Rev. Olin McBride delivered the report of the Evangelism and Church Development Committee. He 
first noted that our Presbytery’s website has been updated. He encouraged those present to view the site 
(www.standrewpresbytery.org) to see what has been done and consider ways in which the website can be 
used as an evangelism tool for the presbytery.  
 
He then reported that the committee is still considering inviting Dr. Stanley Ott of the Acts 16:5 Initiative to 
our presbytery. The committee is attempting to gather information regarding costs of other details of the 
program. 
 
He then asked that the Executive Presbyter and Stated Clerk be recognized, to lead the body in an overview 
of the MissionInsite demographics website that is now available to all of our congregations. He did so, and 
asked for the names and contact information of individuals who would be interested in receiving further 
training via a “webinar” that will be scheduled with a staff member of MissionInsite. 
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Finally, the committee’s ongoing work with FPC, Grenada was noted. The committee is working to help 
them move forward, including the issue of pastoral leadership. 
 

Report of Presbytery=s Council 
 
The report of the Presbytery=s Council was given by Elder Guy Gillespie, whose arrival to the meeting had 
been delayed due to a traffic accident on the interstate. He first reported the following as information: 
 
    1) The Council’s recent meeting included a discussion regarding the importance of taking our annual 

audit process very seriously. 
 
    2) The Camps and Conferences 60th Anniversary celebration is an important event in the life of our 

presbytery, and attendance at the event was encouraged. 
 
    3) Regarding Tapestry 2009, the overall good reviews of the event were noted, as well as the Council’s 

support of the Education, Worship, and Nurture Committee’s decision to hold the conference every 
other year. 

 
    4) “Wonderful things going on” in the Missions Committee were highlighted, including the new 

proposed partnership with the Presbytery of the State of Campeche, and the formation of a 
permanent Mississippi disaster relief fund. 

 
    5) The Presbytery’s Council has reviewed and approved minutes of the February 3, 2009, Stated 

Meeting of the Presbytery. Copies of these minutes are available through the presbytery office and 
will be posted on the presbytery’s website in the near future. 

 
    6) The Council has reviewed the reports of the committees prepared for this meeting and commends 

their recommendations to the Presbytery for its consideration. 
 
    7) The Council has named the Rev. Ann Houston Kelly Acting Head of Staff during the period of the 

Executive Presbyter and Stated Clerk’s sabbatical. 
 
He then moved on behalf of Council that the Rev. Dr. R. Milton Winter be named Stated Clerk Pro Tem 
during the period of the Executive Presbyter and Stated Clerk’s sabbatical. The motion was adopted by 
voice vote. 
 

Report of the Missions Committee 
 
The Rev. Tom Bryson delivered the report of the Missions Committee. He called the body’s attention to the 
committee’s printed report, including the committee’s request that several individuals address the 
presbytery.  
 
Elder Johnny Smith, the presbytery’s Hunger Action Enabler was then recognized. He reported that 16 
Hunger Action Grant applications have been received for this year, and will share the $12,167.63 collected 
in the 2-Cents-a-Meal program in 2008. He encouraged the presbytery’s congregations to increase the 
amount of money they are contributing, given the increased need and grant requests which have been 
received by the Task Force. 
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The Rev. Wil Howie, Executive Director of Living Waters for the World (a ministry of the Synod of Living 
Waters) was then recognized. He reported that new brochures are now available from Living Waters for the 
World (which were then distributed to commissioners), and that there is a new effort in working with the 
Synod of the Sun on development of a solar powered system with the initial project of this type in Haiti. 
 
The Rev. Karen Brostrom-O’Brien was then recognized, who spoke on the committee’s behalf regarding a 
“World Mission Challenge” to be held in the Fall, 2009, which will bring PC(USA) missionaries into the 
bounds of most of the denomination’s presbyteries. We have been asked to partner with nearby presbyteries 
to host a missionary and to coordinate his/her travel within the region. She will oversee this program, which 
will be funded with existing committee funds. 
 
Mr. Bryson then reported for information that when funds were originally donated to the presbytery for 
hurricane relief on the Mississippi gulf coast following Hurricane Katrina, the committee had decided to 
look at long‐term needs and distribute them as incentives to keep volunteers going after the initial flush. 
After trying unsuccessfully to partially fund an associate pastor’s salary on the coast, the committee decided 
it is now time to release the remainder of the funds. The Committee passed unanimously to advise the 
treasurer that the Missions Committee prefers to send the balance of the MS Hurricane Relief fund 
($48,108.27) to the MS Presbytery for house building efforts. 
 
He then discussed the committee’s reflection on how the presbytery responded to Katrina, and what it might 
do to be better prepared to respond quickly to any future disasters. On behalf of the committee, he moved  
that a permanent designated fund be created called “MS Disaster Relief and Recovery” for all natural 
disasters and events within our state, and with all funds distributed at the discretion of any two of the 
following three people: the Presbytery Executive, the Moderator of Council, and the Moderator of the 
Missions Committee. The motion was adopted by voice vote after discussion. 
 
The committee’s efforts to develop a new partnership between our presbytery and the Presbytery of the State 
of Campeche were then discussed. He moved on behalf of the committee that the covenant agreement 
celebrating and sealing the partnership between the State of Campeche Presbytery, INPM and the Saint 
Andrew Presbytery, PC(USA) (see below) be approved. The covenant was approved by voice vote, after 
which Mr. Bryson led the presbytery in prayer for the new partnership at the request of the moderator. 
 

Covenant 
Celebrating and Sealing the Partnership 

between 
The State of Campeche Presbytery, INPM 

And 
Saint Andrew Presbytery, PC (USA) 

 
As sisters and brothers in Jesus Christ, we give thanks for the relationship that has grown between The State 
of Campeche Presbytery and The Presbytery of St. Andrew over the last year. We praise Almighty God for 
the warmth of welcome and deep love shared between the Presbyteries last summer in Campeche and the 
continued relationship that continues to bear fruit. 
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We gratefully acknowledge that we cannot be Presbyterian Christians by ourselves, but are called by our 
gracious God together to work and share, love and spread the Good News of Jesus Christ across all 
boundaries and borders. We covenant with each other to partnership together in the following four areas. 
 
    1)  To deepen the sharing of Christ’s love and increase the understanding and appreciation of our lives 

and cultures; 
 
    2)  Mutual prayer for and encouragement of each other in our spiritual development; 
 
    3)  The support and facilitation of other relationships between Mexican and United States partners; and 
 
    4)  Create structures and methods to accomplish our mission goals. 
 
This covenant has been approved __________ by The Presbytery of the State of Campeche and The 
Presbytery of Saint Andrew. 
 
 
 
The Rev. Greg Goodwiller      The Rev. Manuel Segovia Zapata 
Executive        President 
Saint Andrew Presbytery      State of Campeche Presbytery 
 
 

Report of Presbytery=s Ecclesiastical Committees 
 

Report of the Evaluation Committee 
 
The Rev. Milton Winter delivered the report of the Evaluation Committee. He first noted that the committee 
has been given the responsibility of developing new goals for the presbytery to replace the “3-5 year mission 
goals” that have been removed from the Manual of Operations. 
 
He then noted that in response to the input that the committee has received to date from members of the 
presbytery’s committees, and from a number of sessions, it has worked to develop the new “mission” and 
“goal” statements that commissioners had received in their packets for the meeting, and that the committee 
is now inviting commissioners to today’s meeting to please write their comments in the space below the 
mission statement and each goal on the attached sheet, which were collected at the end of his report. 
 
He also noted that these and other comments will be considered by the committee before a final version of 
the statements is presented to the Fall meeting of the presbytery for their adoption. Additional comments 
regarding the statements are welcomed from other individuals and/or sessions of the presbytery, and may be 
sent to the presbytery office by mail or e-mail (mail@standrewpresbytery.org). The deadline for input is 
August 15, 2009. 
 
He also highlighted the fact that the committee is recommending not only goals for the presbytery, but also 
a new mission statement that would replace section 1.02.10 in the Manual of Operations. The committee 
believes that the new statement better describes the overarching and yet particular mission of our presbytery, 
and that the new goals paint a reasonable picture of what our presbytery would “look like” if it were 
fulfilling its mission faithfully and well. 
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Finally, he noted that once these statements (as further revised on the basis of input received) are adopted at 
the Fall presbytery meeting, the committee will next work to develop specific objectives or strategies to 
further guide us in our work together in the coming years (and which can be evaluated on the basis of 
measurable progress). 
 
The statements as presented at this meeting are as follows: 
 

Mission 
 
In joyful response to the Grace of God in Jesus Christ, the mission of the Presbytery of St. Andrew (which is 
composed of its ministers and congregations) is to be the presence of the Church of Jesus Christ through the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in our geographic bounds. 
 

Goals 
 
To be a presbytery: 
 
    1)  of thriving congregations both large and small 
 
    2)  with effective pastoral relationships in all of our congregations 
 
    3)  actively engaged in mission efforts like Living Waters for the World, Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance, etc. 
 
    4)  having an active, affordable, and financially stable camping ministry 
 
    5)  with effective outreach to students on the campuses in our bounds 
 
    6) of Biblically, theologically, and ecclesiologically knowledgeable, well-informed ministers and 

members who enjoy a significant communal relationship. 
 
 

First Order of the Day 
 

Report of the Nominations Committee 
 
The first Order of the Day having arrived, the moderator called on Elder Frank Chiles to bring the report of 
the Nominations Committee. On behalf of the committee, he placed the following names in nomination for 
service on presbytery and synod’s entities as noted: 
 

Synod Permanent Judicial Commission 
Class of 2010 

Elder Nate Adams (FPC, Greenville) 
 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
Class of 2010 

Rev. Jonas Hayes 
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Presbytery’s Council 

Moderator 
   Elder Guy Gillespie (FPC, Oxford) 
 
There were no questions or nominations from the floor, and the individuals were elected by acclamation. 
 

Report of the Committee on Ministry 
 
The Rev. Frank Beck reported for the Committee on Ministry. The following items were presented as 
information: 
 
    1) Changes in terms of call for minister members of the presbytery have been approved as follows: 
 

  Old Total Package    New Total Package 
John Semmes (Pastor, FPC, Oxford)   $125,662   $130,049 
Tom Groome (Pastor, FPC, Tupelo)    $114,541   $126,630 
Rita Cochrane (Pastor, FPC, West Point)   $ 56,965   $ 58,635 
Joey Sherrard (AP, FPC, Starkville)    $ 60,481   $ 63,817 
Belinda Curry (General Assembly Staff)   $ 58,325*   $ 60,075* 

 
 

*note: for governing body staff, only the “Effective Salary” is reported, not the “Total Package” 
 
    2) The Pastoral Relationship between the Rev. Kent Landry and the Leland Presbyterian Church was 

dissolved effective March 31, 2009, and Rev. Landry was dismissed to New Covenant Presbytery so 
that he could accept the call of the Southminster Presbyterian Church in Missouri City, TX to be its 
Pastor. Rev. Sid Harmon will serve as the committee’s liaison to the Leland church during its 
vacancy. 

 
He then moved on behalf of the committee that the Rev. Sid Harmon be named moderator of the session at 
Leland Presbyterian Church. The motion was approved by voice vote. 
 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
 
Elder Phyllis Hicks reported for the Committee on Preparation for Ministry. She reported as information 
that Mr. Robert Shea Cole, a member of First Presbyterian Church, Starkville, has been enrolled as an 
Inquirer. 
 

Other Reports 
 
The following informational report of Presbyterian Women was delivered in writing by the presbytery’s 
Presbyterian Women moderator, Debbie Connolly, who was unable to be present. Elder Hicks therefore 
brought the information to the body: 
 

The Coordinating Team of Presbyterian Women of St. Andrew Presbytery met on Tuesday, March 
24, 2009 at 5:00pm in the Session Room of the Batesville Presbyterian Church with 7 members 
present. We adjourned for supper at 6:00 and were treated to a wonderful meal at the Court Street 
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Tea Room. The CT was joined for supper by Batesville PW Moderator Michelle Mundroff, 
Vice-Moderator Marty Snellgrove, member Dot Smith, Pastor Karen O’Brien, and Anna and Jim 
McIlwain from Talladega, AL After supper, we reconvened the meeting, finally adjourning around 
9:15. During the meeting we: 
 

 approved the minutes from the last CT meeting 
 received the financial report for 2008 and approved the 2009 budget 
 received reports from several committees including the Search Committee chaired by Martha 

Knichel, and approved the nominated leaders to be installed at the Gathering tomorrow. 
 designated the offering of the Gathering to be split among the Camp Hopewell Pool Fund, 

Mission Haven and the Roma children’s school that was visited during the 2008 Global 
Exchange to Eastern Europe. Anna McIlwain from Sheppards and Lapsley Presbytery was a 
participant, and will be giving a report on the trip at the Gathering. 

 approved a joint fall gathering/training event to be held on the preferred date of August 15th, 
place and time to be announced later. 

 Approved a return to Saturday for the Spring Gathering in 2010 with a preferred date of 
March 6th. This will be held in Area C. 

 
The Spring Gathering was held Wednesday, March 25, 2009 at the Batesville Presbyterian Church. 
Our attendance was down a little bit this year due to the mid-week date but had a total of 47, which 
included 3 ministers and 2 guests, our guest speaker Anna McIlwain, who gave an interesting 
presentation on the 2008 Global Exchange trip and her husband, Jim, who ran the power point 
presentation of pictures from the trip. The memorial for 21 members of PW who passed away since 
our last gathering was presented beautifully by Pastor Karen O’Brien. Presentations were also made 
by Phyllis Hicks for the AL/MS Women’s Conference, Rev. Ann Kelly for Camp Hopewell, Janice 
Kinard for Mission Haven and Martha Knichel for the Churchwide Coordinating Team and 
Triennial Gathering. The Gathering concluded with the election and installation of the following 
new leaders: 
 

Janice Kinard-Moderator-Elect, Sandra Darby-Secretary, Vicki Schramm-Treasurer, Naomi 
Kilgore-Area E Cluster Leader, Ginny Pounders-Area E Search Committee, Ruth 
Robbins-Area F Search Committee, Lottie Mae Dawkins-Lighthouse Lodge Communicator, 
Delores Cole- Peacemaking, Dorothy Gaston-Racial/Ethnic, Justice & Peace, Martha 
Knichel-Together in Service Coordinator and Patti Drapala and Janice Kinard-Pipeline 
Editors. 

 
We then adjourned to the Fellowship Hall where a delicious lunch was served by the Presbyterian 
Women of Batesville and catered by “Simply Sullivants.” Our thanks go out to Michelle Mundroff, 
Marty Snellgrove, Dot Smith, Karen O’Brien and all of the other PW at Batesville who made our 
Gathering such a delightful experience.  
 
Since the Gathering, Nancy Bryson has agreed to take the position of Cluster Leader for Area C. We 
are still seeking a Search Committee member for Area A. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

July 11 - 15 Triennial Churchwide Gathering, Louisville, KY 
July 22-24 AL/MS Women’s Conference, First Presbyterian Church, Starkville 
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Report of the Governing Body Relations Committee 
 
The Rev. Milton Winter delivered the report of the Governing Body Relations Committee. He reported that 
minutes from the following sessions have been reviewed and found to be in order: 
 
 Bethany, Messiah, and St. James, Louisville; Calvary, Greenville; FPC, Greenwood, and FPC, Tupelo. 
 
He then moved on behalf of the committee that the Dixon Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, be granted 
permission to elect a “small church nominating committee” in accordance with G-14.0226(b) of the Book of 
Order, and that the Pine Hill Presbyterian Church, Oakland be exempt from the rotation of officers for one 
year in accordance with G-14.0226(c) of the Book of Order. Both motions were approved by voice vote. 
 
Finally, regarding an item of business referred to the committee at the Winter Stated Meeting (namely, the 
request of the session of Zion Presbyterian Church “that the name officially be ‘White Zion Presbyterian 
Church,’ ” Dr. Winter moved on behalf of the committee that the session be advised: 
 

that the church legally retain its historic name, “Zion Presbyterian Church,” by which it has been 
known since 1848, and under which it is styled on the National Register of Presbyterian and Re-
formed Historic Sites, the National Register of Historic Places, etc., and be encouraged to use the 
traditional local designation, “White Zion,” if so desired, informally, on signs, bulletin covers, etc., 
without effecting a legal and official change, which would necessitate revision of deeds, Presbytery, 
Synod, and General Assembly records, historic site designations, etc. 

  
The motion was approved by voice vote. 
 
It was then moved by the Rev. Tom Groome and seconded to delegate responsibility for the adoption of a 
resolution of thanks to the committee on thanks. After some debate about how to proceed, the Rev. Milton 
Winter called for the previous question. The motion was seconded, and the question was duly called by 
voice vote. 
 
The motion was then approved by voice vote. 
 

Conclusion of the Meeting 
 
The following resolution, as approved by the committee on thanks, is therefore spread upon these minutes: 
 

The Presbytery of St. Andrew, in session on May 5, 2009, does gratefully acknowledge the kind and 
generous efforts of the members of First Presbyterian Church of Grenada: 

- For their warm welcome in a gracious setting, 
- For the heartfelt way in which they have met the goals of their mission statement, striving: 

• To serve the Lord 
• To build the body of Christ by their living testimony to God’s grace, 
• To encourage the growth of Christian believers  

- For the delicious food and meaningful worship; 
- And, we also express thanks for the labors of Presbytery staff and officers in bringing the 

administrative details together for an efficient and well-run meeting.  
 
































