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May 16th & 17th 1856

Session met. Present Rev. Jno H. Miller,
 Mod. Elders. Robt Gilmer, M. Weatherall, Wm Spencer A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from Monroe Church to join this Church was presented by Mrs. Emma Grisham, and it being in order she was received. Also a letter of dismission from the Presbyterian Church in Perry, Geo. Was presented by John Malloy Miller, and it being in order he was rec’d. Mr. William Bates and Miss Henrie P. Ervin appeared before the session and upon examination were rec’d into full membership of this Church—upon the former the rite of baptism was ad​ministered. Session closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey,








S. Clerk

[2]

August 3rd 1856
Session met. Present. Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod’r. Elders. Robt Gilmer, Wm Spencer A. H. Conkey. A letter of dismission from the Presbyterian Church, Concord, N. C. to join the Presbyterian Church in Miss. was presented by John W. Miller, and it being in order he was received.








A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session

[3]

August 31st 1856

Session met. The following members were present. Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod’r. Elders. Robert Gilmer, Wm Spencer A. H. Conkey. On motion A. H. Conkey was appointed a delegate to Chickasaw Presbytery which is called to meet at Zion Church, Pontotoc County on Friday before the first Sabbath in September, for the purpose of receiving Thomas D. Witherspoon under care.







A. H. Conkey, S. Clerk.

[4]

Sept. 20th 1856

Session met. Present. Rev. Jno H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Robert Gilmer, Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion Wm Spencer was appointed delegate to attend Presbytery which meets at Philadelphia Church
 on Thursday before the first Sab​bath in Oct. and A. H. Conkey  was appointed  delegate to attend the Synod of  Memphis which meets at LaGrange, Tenn., on the Wednesday before the fourth Sabbath in October 1856. There being no other business the session closed.








A. H. Conkey, Session Clerk.

[5]

Oct. 18th 1856

Session met. Present. Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders. M. Weatherall, W. Spencer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. Letters of dismission from Sarepta Church to join the Presbyterian Church in Pontotoc were presented by E. G. Wheeler & W. P. Spencer, and being in order they were most cordially received into full fellowship of this Church. Letters of dismission from this Church to the Presbyterian Church in Texas & Ark., were granted to Jas A. Caldaradis, Thos Ayers & Geo Ayers.








A. H. Conkey, C. S.

[6]

Session met. Present. Rev. Jno H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Robt Gilmer, Wm Spencer, M. Weatherall, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from the Pres​byterian Church at Greenville, S. C. to join the Presbyterian Church in Pontotoc, Miss., was presented by J. R. Dickson, and it being in order he was most cordially received into full fellowship of this Church.







A. H. Conkey, S. Clerk

[7]

April 5th 1857

Session met. Present. Rev. Jno H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey. On motion, Dr. M. Weatherall was appointed to attend the spring meeting of Chickasaw Presbytery at Harmony Church
 on the Thursday before the third Sabbath in April. Wm. Spencer was appointed alternate.








A. H. Conkey, S. Clerk

Examined & Approved by Presbytery, April 17th 1857

F. Patton.

[8]

17th May 1857

Session met. Present. Rev. Jno H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Robt Gilmer, Wm Spencer, M. Weatherall, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. Miss M. A. Spencer appeared before the session and upon examination was received into full membership of this Church. Session closed with prayer. 
A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session.

P. S. Also, boy Sam
 appeared before the session & upon examination was received into the full membership of this Church.








A. H. C., C. S.

[9]

Sept. 20th 1857

Session met. Present Rev. John H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Robt Gilmer, Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from College Hill Church was presented by Mrs. Jas Gordon, one from Thyatira Presbyterian Church, N. C. by Miss Sarah J. Miller, one from S. C. Presbyterian Church, by Mrs. John Golding to join the Presbyterian Church at Pontotoc, and it being in order they were received & recom​mended to the Christian fellowship of this Church. A. H. Conkey was appointed delegate to attend Synod which meets at Oxford, Miss. Closed with prayer.

A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session.

[10]

Nov. 14th 1857

Session met. Pressent Rev. Jno H. Miller, Mod. Elders. M. Weatherall, Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from harmony Church was presented by Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Miller, also one from Talabenela
 Church by Chas. W. Cade to join the Presbyterian Church at Pontotoc, and it being [in] order, they were most cordially rec’d and recommended to the Christian fellowship of this Church. Closed with prayer.







A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session

[11]

April 4th 1858

Session met. Present. Rev. Mr. Johnson, Mod., pro tem. Elders. Robt Gilmer, Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion Wm Spencer was appointed del​egate and A. H. Conkey, alternate, to attend the spring meeting of Chickasaw Presbytery, which convenes at New Albany on Thursday preceding the 3rd Sabbath of April 1858. Session closed.







A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session

Examined and approved by Presbytery, April 15, 1858.

T. C. Stuart,
 Mod.

[12]

June 20th 1858
Session met. Present. Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Robt Gilmer, Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. The following persons appeared before the session, to wit., G. R. Cherry Esq., Miss Vallie R. Huntington & Miss Caroline D. Wagner, and upon examination were rec’d into full membership of this Church. The session closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session

[13]

Oct. 16th 1858

Session met. Present. Rev. Jno H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Rob. Gilmer, M. Weatherall, Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. Misses Mary E. Anderson & Annah East​burn appeared before the session and, upon an examination of their faith, were re​ceived into full membership and most cordially recommended to the Christian fellowship of this Church. The session closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session

 [14]

Nov 7th 1858

Session met. Present. Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Robt Gilmer, William Spencer, A. H. Conkey. At the call of the moderator, a letter of dismission from Zion Church was presented by Miss Sallie E. Frierson to join the Presbyterian Church at Pontotoc, and it being in order she was cordially received and recommended to the Christian fellowship of this Church.







A. H. Conkey, Clk of Sess.

 [15]

March 1859

Session met. Present Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Robt Gilmer, Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. Mr. Curtis Bolton appeared before the session and, upon the examination of his faith, was received into full fellowship of this Church. Robert Gilmer was appointed delegate to attend the spring meeting of Presbytery, Wm Spencer, alternate. The session closed in the usual manner.








A. H. Conkey, Clk of Sess.

Examined and approved at page 15 at Pontotoc

April 15th 1859, W. V. Frierson, Mod.

[16]

Sept 18th 1859

Session met. Present Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Dr. M. Weatherall, Robt Gilmer, Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion Wm Spencer, principal & A. H. Conkey, alternate, were appointed delegates to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery at Providence Church,
 Sept 29th 1859. Also A. H. Conkey, principal & Wm Spencer, alternate, were appointed to attend the meeting of the Synod of Memphis, which meets in Holly Springs, Oct 12th 1859. On motion a letter of dismission was granted to Miss Anna W. Eastburn to join the Presbyterian Church in Buena Vista.








A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session

[17]
Nov. 5th 1859
Session met. Present Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Dr. M. Weatherall, Robt Gilmer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from Midway Ch., S. C. was presented by Mr. & Mrs. Wm D. Chamblin to join the Presbyterian Church at Pontotoc, Mi.,
 and it being in order, they were received most cordially in this church, & recom​mended to the Christian fellowship of its members.








A. H. Conkey, S. Clerk.

[18]

Mar. 18th 1860

Session met. Present Rev. John H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Dr. M. Weatherall, Wm Spencer, Robert Gilmer, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from Ripley Church was presented by Miss Mary Gaillard to join the Presbyterian Church at Pontotoc, Miss. & it being in order she was received into full membership. Also Miss Kate Gaillard appeared before the session for examination and on giving due evidence of a change of heart she was rec’d & recommended to the Christian fellowship of this Church. Closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey, Clerk of S.

 [19]

April 1st 1860

Session met. Present. Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, Robt Gilmer, A. H. Conkey. On motion A. H. Conkey was appointed to attend the spring meeting of Pres​bytery at Ripley, Miss., on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April (12th). Session closed. 

A. H. Conkey, Clk Session

Examined and approved in Presbytery at Ripley, April 13, 1860.

L. B. Gaston

 [20]
May 5th 1860

Session met. Present. Rev. John H. Miller, mod. Elders. Rob. Gilmer, Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey. Session opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was presented by Mrs M. E. Miller to join the Presbyterian Church in Pontotoc, & it being in order she was rec’d into full membership. On motion letters of dismission were granted to Mrs. Jas Gordon & Mrs. Waugh. Closed with prayer.







A. H. Conkey, Clerk Session

 [21]

Oct. 6th 1860

Session met. Present. Rev. John H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Robt. Gilmer, Wm Spencer, Dr. M. Weatherall, J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. Session opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from this Church was granted to John McCorkle to join the Presbyterian Church at Woodson’s Ridge.
 On motion, J. R. Dickson was appointed principal & Wm Spencer alternate to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery—also Wm Spencer was appointed principal & J. R. Dickson alternate to attend the annual meeting of Synod at Germantown, Tenn., on the 25th inst. Session remained open till to-morrow.







A. H. Conkey, Clk Session.

[22]

Oct. 7th 1860

Session met. Present. Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod., Elders. Robt Gilmer, Wm Spencer, Dr. M. Weatherall, G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. Session being open, Mrs R. W. Edmonson & Mrs J. R. Dickson & servant
 Solomon appeared before the session, and on an examination of their faith in Christ, were received into full membership of this Church. Session closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session

[23]

Nov 4th 1860

Session met. Present. Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders. Dr. M. Weatherall, Wm Spencer, Robt. Gilmer, J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. Mr. R. A. Palmer ap​peared before the session, and on an examination of his faith was received & recom​mended to the Christian fellowship of the Church. Closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session.

[24]

March 16th 1861

Session met. Present Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion a letter of dismission was granted to Mr & Mrs Wm D. Chamblin to join the Presbyterian Church at Harmony. Also on motion Wm Spencer was appointed principal and A. H. Conkey alternate to attend the spring meeting of Presbytery which convenes at Lebanon Church
 on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April.








A. H. Conkey, Clk Session

Examined and approved at Presbytery page 21,

Lebanon, April 18, 1861.

Wm A. Gray, Mod.
[25]

May 4th 1861

Session met. Present. Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders. M. Weatherall, Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. Letters of dismission from Nazareth Church, S. C., were presented by David Murray & Michael Ford to join the Pontotoc Presbyterian Church, & it being in order they were received & commended to the Christian fellowship of the Church. The delegate appointed to attend the spring meet​ing of Presbytery reported to the session that he attended said meeting & discharged the duties of his mission to the best of his ability.








A. H. Conkey, Clk Session

[26]

May 5th 1861

Session met. Present. Rev. J. H. Miller, Mod. Elders. G. G. Reneau. Elders J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. Session opened with prayer. Servant girl Amanda appeared before the session & on the profession of her faith in Christ was rec’d into full communion of the Church.








A. H. Conkey, Clk.

[27]

At an informal meeting of the session, the following Preamble and Resolutions were submitted & unanimously adopted, to wit, Whereas, in the Providence of God, our beloved pastor, Rev. J. H. Miller has been called from his ministerial labors in our midst to the defense of our common country & whereas, the tender relationship that has so long & harmoniously existed between us as pastor & people, has to our deep regret been temporarily suspended, we the undersigned, members of the session of the Pontotoc Pres​byterian Church, beg leave to submit the following resolutions: 1st Resolved, That in view of the present alarming state of the country, when it becomes every private citizen & Christian patriot to buckle on the armor in defense of his civil and political rights, we yield our unanimous & unhesitating assent to an indefinite leave of absence to Rev. John H. Miller, & bid him

[28]
Godspeed in his praiseworthy & patriotic efforts “to meet invasion, repel aggression, resist coercion,” & redeem our land from iniquitous rule. 2nd. Resolved, That whatever diversity of views may have, a few months since, been held by us, as a session, as to the propriety & urgent necessity at that time of our pastor’s taking command of a military organization, we wish now to state emphatically, that under the existing state of affairs, there is, in our opinion, an eminent propriety in his assuming such a charge, and we beg most respectfully to assure him, that in the free exercise of his judgment in this matter, we have never for a moment entertained the least distrust of the honesty of his purpose, the purity of his motives, & the conscientious convictions of duty impelling him to that course of conduct which it is the unquestioned right of every private citizen to pursue. 
[29]

3rd Resolved, That in behalf of the Church, of which he has for years had the spiritual over​​sight, it is a matter for mutual congratulation, that no element of discord or root of bitter​ness has ever sprung up to mar, in the least degree, the Christian fellowship that has thus existed between pastor & people; & we desire him now to accept our heartfelt thanks & profound gratitude for the very faithful and zealous manner in which he has ever dis​charged his ministerial duties to us as a church; & while absent from us engaged in the noble mission of defending our homes & firesides, we pledge ourselves ever to remember him at the throne of divine grace, & to supplicate the God of Battles to shield him from every peril, & in due time to restore him in safety to his beloved family & pastoral charge, from which he is now about to be providentially taken—
[30]

4th Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing be handed to Rev. J. H. Miller, also a copy of the same be spread upon the minutes of the session book. Signed by the following elders: A. H. Conkey, G. G. Reneau, K. R. Dickson, Wm Spencer, Robt. Gilmer.











May 23rd 1861

 [31]

September 16th 1861

Session met. Present. Rev. T. C. Stuart, Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. Session opened with prayer. On motion of G. G. Reneau was appointed principal & A. H. Conkey alternate delegate to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery at Gaston Church
 on the Thursday before the first Sabbath in Oct. Also Wm Spencer was appointed principal & G. G. Reneau alternate delegate to attend the annual meeting of Synod at Pontotoc on the 16th day of Oct. 1861. Session closed with prayer. 








A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session

[32]

October 18th 1861

Session met. Present. Rev. T. C. Stuart, Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. Mrs Kate H. Barringer appeared before the session and upon a profession of her faith in Christ was received into the fellowship of this church. The delegate appointed to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery reported that he dis​charged the duty assigned him. Closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey, Clk of Session

 [33]

April 12th 1862

Session met. Present Elders Wm Spencer, G. G. Renneau, J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. In consequence of the absence of the regular moderator on motion Judge Spencer was elected Mod. pro. tem. G. G. Renneau was appointed principal & A. H. Conkey alternate delegate to attend the spring meeting of Presbytery to convene at harmony on the Thurs​day before the third Sabbath in April.








A. H. Conkey, C. S.

Examined and approved up to page 33. April 17th/’62.

T. P. Johnston, Moderator.

[34]

Session met. Present. Rev. J. H., Miller, Mod. Elders Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion G. G. Reneau was appointed principal and A. H. Conkey alternate delegate to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery. Also A. H. Conkey was appointed principal & G. G. Reneau alternate delegate to attend the Synod of Memphis, at College Hill, Oct 25, 1862.








A. H. Conkey, Clerk

 [35]

April 5, 1863

Session met. Present. Rev. T. C. Stuart, Mod., p. t. Elders. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion G. G. Reneau was appointed principal & Mr Spencer alternate delegate to attend the spring meeting of Presbytery. The session desiring to express the sense of the Church in relation to the death of its late pastor
 adopted the following Preamble & resolutions and ordered them to be spread upon the minutes of the church records, to wit., 

Whereas, It has pleased the King of Zion in the inscrutable exercise of His sovereign will to lay His afflicting hand upon us as a church, in removing from the fraternal intercourse & communion of saints below, and 

[36]

translating to the pure & holy fellowship & communion of saints above, our beloved Pastor, Rev. John H. Miller, who, by an act of murderous violence, was snatched from our embrace by the ruthless invaders of our state, while in the faithful discharge of his duties in the service of his country and of his Divine Master; to the end, therefore, that we as the session of Pontotoc Presbyterian Church may give expression to the deep grief with which our hearts are oppressed by the sore & afflictive calamity; and in testimony of the high appreciation in which we ever hold our lamented brother and faithful Christian teacher be it 1st Resolved, That in this sore bereavement, we recognize that God is a sovereign doing according to his own will in the armies of Heaven, and among the in​habitants of Earth. 2nd. Resolved, That in the untimely death of Rev. John H. Miller our Country has lost a brave and gallant officer; the Church of Christ a zealous & devoted

 [37]

minister; the Cause of Truth one of its ablest advocates; the Social Circle one of its brightest ornaments; the Children of Want & Sorrow one of their truest friends; and this congregation a beloved Pastor, whose live, labors & example we will ever cherish among our fondest recollections. 3rd Resolved, That a copy of this preamble & these resolutions be spread upon the church records, and be sent to the Southern Presbyterian
 for publi​ca​tion and to his afflicted family as an expression of our heartfelt sympathy for them in their bereavement, praying that the God of all grace and consolation, who has prom​ised to be a husband to the widow & a father to the fatherless, may dwell in their habi​tation forever.








Signed by the following Elders

April 5, 1863





A. H. Conkey    G. G. Reneau







Wm Spencer
  J. R. Dickson
 [38]

Examined and approved up to page 37. April 17, 1863.

J. A. Kimmons, Moderator, Pres.
Extract from the Minutes of Chickasaw Presbytery
On April 18, 1863, a committee of Chickasaw Presbytery, including Elder G. G. Reneau of Pontotoc, offered the following minute, touching the deaths of two of its members, the Rev’ds W. V. Frierson
 and Jno. H. Miller: “Whereas God in his mysterious providence, has since our last meeting, removed from the church below to that above, our highly es​teemed, much lamented and beloved brethren, Wm V. Frierson and Jno H. Mil​ler; the former having fallen asleep in the arms of Jesus as a ripened sheaf ready for the garner; the latter having been ruthlessly murdered on the wayside, by one of the invader of our country: Therefore Resolved: 1st That in the death of Brother Frierson we mourn the loss of one of our most venerable, faithful self denying & successful ministers, whose praise is in all the churches, and who was endeared to us by many Christian excellencies, & the tender ties of fraternal love; 2nd That in the death of Brother Miller we mourn the loss of a noble hearted Christian gentle​man, a dear personal friend, a gifted minister of Christ, and a faithful coadjutor & coun​selor in our body; 3rd That while we grieve with unfeigned sorrow over the melan​choly exit of these brethren & regard it as a calamity to the Church to lose ministers so gifted, useful and beloved; as a sore bereavement to the families who are called to drink so bitter a cup of sorrow; and as an irreparable loss to us of dear fellow laborers, whose long-familiar forms and voices we painfully miss in our assembling to​gether; yet we bow with pro​found awe & humble submission to the right​eous will of the Eternal King, “whose judgments are unsearchable, &c” and “who doeth all things well.” 4th That we receive this sorrowful breach upon our little band, as a mes​sage from God, whispering to the heart “Be ye also ready.” “Work while it is day, for the night cometh” Prepare to “give an account of thy stewardship.” 5th That we tender our heart​felt sympathies to the stricken families of the deceased. Our grief & our loss seem heavy, but cannot be as theirs. But as we know the many excellencies of the departed, we can well surmise how tenderly they were loved, how highly honored, & what inexpres​sible grief is felt by those to whom they stood in the endearing relation of husband and father. And we fervently pray that God may sustain them in the dark hour of sorrow, and be their God forever.”
[39]
May 15, 1863
Session met. Present. Rev. T. S. Stuart, Mod. Elders Wm Spencer, M. Weatherall, G. G. Renneau. Opened with prayer, Mr. J. B. Buchanan appeared before the session and upon examination of his faith, was received into full fellowship of this church. Session closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey, Clk Session

[40]
Sept 26, 1863

Session met. Present. Rev. T. C. Stuart, mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, M. Weatherall, g. G. Renneau, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion Wm Spencer was appointed principal & A. H. Conkey alternate delegate to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery at Lebanon Church on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in Oct. Closed in usual form.








A. H. Conkey, Clk Session

[41]

Oct 18, 1863

Session met. Present. Rev. T. C. Stuart, Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, M. Weatherall, G. G. Reneau, A. H. Conkey.

Opened with prayer. Mrs. Sarah White & daughter Mary presented letters of dismission from Lebanon Church to join the Presbyterian Church at Pontotoc. By a unanimous vote of the session, they were received & recommended to the Christian fellowship of the church. Closed in the usual form.








A. H. Conkey, Clk.

[42]

April 5, 1864

Session met. Present. Rev. T. C. Stuart. Elders. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion A. H. Conkey was appointed principal & G. G. Reneau alternate delegate to attend the spring meeting of Presbytery at Sarepta Church, April 15, 1864. Closed in usual form.








A. H. Conkey, Clk Sess.

[43]

Sept 21, 1864

Session met. Present. Rev. T. C. Stuart. Elders. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion Wm Spencer was appointed principal and A. H. Conkey alternate delegate to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery at Zion on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath of Oct. Closed in usual form.








A. H. Conkey, Clk.

[44]

Oct. 16th 1864

Session met. Present Rev T. C. Stuart. Elders W. Spencer, G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. Miss Lou B. Miller appeared before the session and upon an examination of her faith in Christ was received into full fellowship and com​mended to the fraternal regard of the members of this Church. Closed with usual form.







A. H. Conkey, Clk

[45]

April 2, 1865

Session met. Present. Rev. T. C. Stuart, Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion A. H. Conkey was appointed as principal & G. G. Reneau as alternate delegate to attend the spring meeting of Presbytery at Lebanon on Friday before the 3rd Sabbath of April.







A. H. Conkey, Clerk

Approved with the exception that there is no record of any report to the session on the part of the delegates elected to attend the meetings of Presbytery.

Lebanon Church, Apr 15, 1865. J. A. Kimmons, Mod.

[46]

September 2, 1865

Session met. Present. Rev T. C. Stuart, Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey, G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson. Opened with prayer. On motion G. G. Reneau principal and Wm Spencer alternate were appointed delegates to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery at Oak Forest Church, 
 September 29th 1865. Session closed in due form.








J. R. Dickson, Tem. Clerk.

[47]

Nov 5th 1865

Session met. Present. Rev T. C. Stuart, Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey, G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson. Session opened with prayer. The following persons appeared before the session, to wit., Miss Fannie Herron, Miss Jane Holly Daggett and upon exam​i​nation were received into full membership of this Church. The delegate appointed to attend the fall Presbytery reported that he discharged the duty assigned him. Session closed with prayer.








J. R. Dickson, Tem. Clerk.

P. S. A letter of dismission from this Church to join the Presbyterian Church in Houston was granted to W. S. Bates.

[48]

Nov 11th 1865

Session met. Present Rev T. C. Stuart, Mod. Elders Wm Spencer, J. R. Dickson. Opened with prayer. Miss Sue C. Spencer, Miss Mary L. Huntington, Miss Hibernia Miller, Miss Joe Miller, Miss Sallie C. Miller, Samuel D. Buchanan, Robert J. Miller and Robert A. White, appeared before the session and upon a profession of their faith in Christ were received into full membership of this Church. Session closed in the usual manner.








J. R. Dickson, Tem. Clerk.

[49]

Nov 12th 1865

Session met. Present. Rev. [J. H.] Gaillard,
 Mod. Elders Wm Spencer, J. R. Dickson. Miss Mary Jane Buchanan appeared before the session and on examination of her faith in Christ was received into full membership of this Church. Session stands open.
Nov 19th 1865

Session closed in due form.








J. R. Dickson, Tem. Clerk

[50]

Decem 8th 1865

Session met. Present. Rev T. C. Stuart, Mod. Elders Wm Spencer, J. R. Dickson. Opened with prayer. Miss Mary Jane Hay, Thomas B. Hay, Barron Leland, R. C. Leland, W. E. Bolton appeared before the Session and upon a profession of their faith in Christ were received into full fellowship of this Church. Mrs E. M. Leland & Jno S. Neeley & his wife Jane, who had been a member in good standing in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church appeared before the session and stated the above named church had ceased to be a Church, [and] consequently could not obtain a letter of dismission from that church. The above facts were well known to the session, and was received into full membership of this church. Session closed in due form. 








J. R. Dickson, Tem. Clerk.

[51]

Jan’y 28th 1866

Session met. Present Rev T. C. Stuart, Mod. Elders G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson. Opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from this Church was granted to E. G. Wheeler to join the Third Presbyterian Church
 in Memphis, Tenn. Session closed in due form.








J. R. Dickson, Tem. Clerk

[52]

Feb 18th 1866

Session met. Present Rev T. c. stuart Mod. Elders G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson. Opened with prayer. Richard Bolton Jr., appeared before the session and upon a profession of his faith in Christ was received into full membership of this church. Session closed in the usual manner.








J. R. Dickson, Tem. Clerk

P. S.  A letter of dismission from this Church was granted to Kate H. Barringer to join the Presbyterian Church in Oxford, Miss.








J. R. D., Tem Clerk.

[53]
March 25th 1866

Session met. Present. Rev T. C. Stuart mod. Elders G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, A. H. Conkey, J. R. Dickson. Opened with prayer. A. H. Philips & Fannie Phillips appeared before the session and upon a profession of their faith in Christ were received into full membership of this church. G. G. Reneau was appointed principal & J. R. Dickson alter​nate delegate to attend the spring meeting of Presbytery to convene at Ripley on Thurs​day before the fourth Sabbath in April. Session closed in due form.








J. R. Dickson, Tem. Clerk.

[54]

April 15, 1866

Session met. Present. Rev T. C/. Stuart, Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, J. R. Dickson. Opened with prayer. Candis Gray a colored woman appeared before the session and upon an examination of her faith in Christ was received into full membership of this Church. Session closed.








J. R. Dickson, Tem. Clerk

[55]

Nov. 17th 1866

Session met. Present. Rev. T. C. Stuart, Mod., Elders. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On application a letter of dismission from this Church was granted to Miss Julia Wilson to join the Presbyterian Church at Jackson, Tenn. Session closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey, Clerk

[56]

March 3rd 1867

Session met. Present. Rev. J. D. West,
 Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, A. H. Conkey. Session opened with prayer. On application, a letter of dismission was granted to Mrs. Mollie E. Ervin (Anderson) from the Pontotoc Presbyterian Church to join the Presbyterian Church at Columbus, Miss. No further business, the session closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey, Sess. Clk.

[57]

April 8th 1867

Session met. Present. Rev. J. D. West, Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, Geo. G. Reneau, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. On motion A. H. Conkey was chosen principal & G. G. Reneau alternate delegate to attend the spring meeting of Presbytery on Friday before the third Sabbath in April. Closed with prayer.







A. H. Conkey, Sess. Clerk.

[58]

June 15th 1867

Session met. Present. Rev. J. D. West, Mod. Elders. Wm Spencer, g. G. Reneau, A. H. Conkey. Opened with prayer. Misses Hattie & Lena Leland appeared before the session, and upon an examination of their faith in Christ, were received into full membership of this Church. A. H. Conkey, the delegate appointed to attend the spring meeting of Pres​bytery, reported that he attended said meeting & discharged the duty of delegate to the best of his ability. Session closed with prayer.








A. H. Conkey, Clerk of Session

[59]

July 21st 1867

Session met. Opened with prayer. Present. Rev J. D. West, Mod., Elders Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau. It was ordered that certificates of dismission be granted to Mrs R. W. Edmondson, and Solomon (col’d) former slave
 of Capt Wilson, the former to the Presbyterian Church in Aberdeen, the latter to the 3rd Presbyterian Church in Memphis, Tenn. Session closed with prayer.








G. G. Reneau,

            Clerk of Session, pro tem.

[60]

Sept 15th 1867

Session met. Present. Rev J. D. West, Mod’r. Elders Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau. Opened with prayer. On motion Wm Spencer was chosen principal & G. G. Reneau alternate dele​gate to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery at Pontotoc on Thursday before the first Sabbath in Oct. On motion G. G. Reneau was chosen principal & Wm Spencer alternate delegate to attend the fall meeting of Synod at Trenton, Tenn., on Wednesday before the second Sabbath in Oct. A letter of dismission from Mount Moriah Church
 was presented by Mrs Mary R. West to join the Presbyterian Church in Pontotoc, and it being in order, she was rec’d into full membership in this Church. Session closed with prayer. Session closed with prayer.







G. G. Reneau,








Clerk, pro tem.

[61]
Sept 19, 1867

Session met. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., Elders Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau. Opened with prayer. A called meeting of the session was held to consider the case of Judge G. R. Cherry whom Common Fame accused of Intemperance in the use of ardent spirits. By mutual consent all formalities were waived, and Judge Cherry presented him​self before the session at once and pled guilty to the charge. After professing sorrow for his sin, and expressing a determination by the grace of God to lead a life worthy of his vocation in [the] future, the session deemed it proper to dismiss the case with an admo​nition to the offender. Rev J. D. West, Wm Spencer & G. G. Reneau were ap​pointed a committee to receive the Presbytery.








G. G. Reneau, Clk, pro tem.

[62]

Examined & approved in presbytery at Pontotoc,

October 4th 1867.

F. Patton, Mod.

Oct 5, 1867

Session met. Present. J. D. West, Mod., Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau. Opened with prayer. The delegate appointed to attend the session of Presbytery, reported that he had attended and discharged the duties to the best of his ability. Session closed with prayer.








G. G. Reneau, Clk, pro tem.

[63]

Nov 17, 1867

Session met. Present. Rev J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau. Opened with prayer. On motion G. G. Reneau was elected Clerk of Session. It was ordered that certificates of dismission be granted to Mr A. H. Conkey a Ruling Elder in this Church, and Mrs Jane Morrell Conkey a member in good and regular standing in this Church to join the Presbyterian Church at Okolona, Miss. Session closed with prayer.








G. G. Reneau, Clerk of Session

[64]

Dec 15, 1867

Session met. Present. Rev J. D. West, Mod., G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer. Opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from Oak Grove Church, Ala., was presented by Mr W. F. Frierson, to join the Pontotoc Pres. Church, and it being in order, he was rec’d into full membership in this Church. Closed with prayer.








Rev. J. D. West,

G. G. Reneau, Sess. Clerk.

Feb’y 2nd 1868

Session met. There were present Rev J. D. West, Mod. Judge Wm Spencer.

The other elder being confined to his

[65]

bed by a stroke of paralysis, it was deemed in order to proceed to business with one elder. Opened with prayer. A letter of dismission from Zion P. Church, Miss., was presented by Elder P. F. Witherspoon, and his wife E. S. Witherspoon to join Pontotoc Pres. Ch. It being in order, they were received into full membership into this Church. Closed with prayer.








Rev. J. D. West,

G. G. Reneau, Sess. Clerk.


Feb’y 16th 1868

Session met. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon. Opened with prayer. P. F. Witherspoon having been installed as Elder, took his seat in the Session & was elected clerk pro. tem. The minutes  of the last meeting were approved. Ruling Elder J. R. Dickson & Mrs. Dickson his wife, through the Mod. requested letters of dis​mission to join the Pres. Church at Tupelo, Miss.

[66]

The Clerk was authorized to grant the same, recommending their Christian character, up to the time of their having left the bounds of this church. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk, pro. tem.

Thursday, March 18th 1868

Session met to consider the case of Judge Neely who was accused of drunkenness by Public Rumor. Opened with prayer. Present. Rev J. D. West, Mod., Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon. Judge Neely & the session agreeing to waive formalities, the case was entered at once on the charge of Common Fame. Judge Neely pled guilty, professed

[67]

repentance & pledged himself to abstain from further use of ardent spirits. On motion the session decided to dismiss the case with a rebuke from the Moderator, which was admin​istered.

The case of Judge G. R. Cherry under similar charges from the same accuser was then taken up by the session. It not being practicable to get the depositions of the witnesses before the session, a commission consisting of Judge Spencer & P. F. Witherspoon was appointed to examine the following witnesses: Dr. M. R. Fontaine, Capt. Jno N. Sloan, Capt. Chas. Hood, Franklin Dunn, B. F. Phillips. On Saturday the 21st of March, inst., the clerk was instructed to present the list of witnesses to Judge Cherry to inform him of the time & place of their examination & to state that the charges pointed to the occasion when

[68]

he was assisted off the street by Philips & Dunn. 

The minutes of the last meeting approved. Session adjourned to meet on Saturday, March 28th 1868. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk., pro tem.

Saturday, Mch 28th 1868

The session met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon. The depositions of the witnesses in the case of Judge G. R. Cherry were read, setting forth minutely all the facts of the case. A written “Statement” was then presented by Judge Cherry in person, which was also read, & after impartial investigation of all the facts as set forth by

[69]

the testimony & statements made, the session decided unanimously that it was impossible that Judge Cherry could have been drunk on the occasion specified, & on motion, it was resolved that Judge G. R. Cherry be acquitted of the charge. The clerk was instructed to record a summary of the evidence in the case, which is as follows—Mr. Phillips testifies that Judge Cherry & he were reading the same paper, when the judge fell on the street. There was nothing in his “appearance, manner, or language before his fall to indicate drunkenness.” Capt. Hood saw Judge Cherry fall, thinks about 2 p.m., saw him taken off, thought from his manner of walking that he was drunk though he saw “no gestures that in​dicated intoxication,” saw him again late in the evening when there were “no indica​tions of intoxication & his conversation was as usual.”
[70]

Mr. Dunn saw Judge Cherry not more than half an hour before he fell: he was at Dunn’s house & “perfectly sober.” Saw him fall, took him to his office, staid a few moments & started out to see a Physician, “looked back & saw he had another spasm on him,” staid with him until that was off, then went into the Drug Store, returned in about five minutes & Judge Cherry was gone, learned that he had gone home. “At first my opinion was that he was drunk, but on reflection I am unable to say whether it was from a spasm or intox​ication.” Dr. Fontaine was Judge Cherry’s family physician at the time, but did not know of his having any peculiar affliction, such as vertigo or fits or anything of that sort. Capt. Sloan saw Judge Cherry after he had fallen going in the direction of his home, had no conversation with him. The judge passed within a few feet of him but did not stop. Capt. Sloan “thought he was under the influence of spirits.”
[71]

B. F. Duke presented by the accused—Do not know what time Judge Cherry reached home, but recollect my Mother saying she saw him there that evening—Could not have been more than half an hour after Judge Cherry fell that I was at his office & he was then gone—Judge Cherry states that he recollects reading with Philips & recollects nothing more until he came to his senses in his office—when he felt weak & determined to go home. He solemnly avers that he was not intoxicated & sincerely believes that he had an attack of vertigo or something of the kind similar to two or three former attacks. The mod​erator in a kind & affectionate manner pointed out the necessity of the Christian’s living circumspectly & thus preserving the purity of the Church.—After which the Ses​sion was closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk, pro tem.

[72]

Sabbath, April 5th 1868. Session met. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon. Opened with prayer. The minutes of the last two meetings were read & approved. P. F. Witherspoon was appointed delegate to Presbytery, which meets at Hopewell on Thursday, April 16th 1868. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk, pro tem.

Examined and approved as written by Pres.

April 18th 1868.

Jno N. Waddel, Mod’r

[73]

Sabbath, June 21st
Session met. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, Jas. Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. Mr. Jas. Rogers formerly an Elder in the Pres. Church at Powder Springs, Ga., having been elected & installed an Elder in this Church took his place in the Session. P. F. Witherspoon, the delegate to Presbytery, reported that he attended the meeting & discharged the duties assigned him to the best of his ability. Col. Reneau being in very feeble health, tendered his resignation as Clerk of Session, which was accepted & P. F. Witherspoon was elected to fill the vacancy. Judge Spencer reported to the session that in compliance with its request, made at a late informal meeting, he had seen Judge G. R. Cherry, with relation to the rumor of a true-bill having been found against him by the Grand Jury for gambling. Judge C. acknowledged to him that such was the case
[74]

& promised to meet with the Session on this occasion, to make an explanation of the matter. Judge Cherry not having complied with this promise, the Clk. Was directed to issue to him a citation to meet the session on Friday, July 3rd at 10 o’clock a.m. The session then adjourned to meet at that time. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[75]

Tuesday, July 3rd 1868, 10 a.m.

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, Jas. Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. Minutes of last meeting read & approved. The Mod. stated the object of the meeting, & Judge Cherry being present was examined & pled guilty to the charge of gambling—acknowledged the great heinousness of his of​fense & expressed sorrow for the same. The session after mature deliberation thought it best for Judge Cherry & for the Church that he be brought under the discipline of the Church & therefore Resolved—That Judge Cherry be suspended from the privileges of the Church, until such time as he shall give satisfactory evidence of repentance—with faithful admonition on the part of the session & earnest prayer in behalf of the erring Bro​ther, the session closed.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[76]

Sept 20th 1868

Session met & opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. G. G. Reneau, Jas. Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. The minutes of the last meeting were read, corrected & approved. Judge Wm Spencer as principal and Jas Rogers as alternate were elected to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery to be held at Monroe Church on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath of October. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[77]

Saturday, Oct 17th 1868

Session met & opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, Jas. Rodgers. Judge Spencer reported non-compliance with the foregoing appoint​ment, owing to sickness. Mr. Rogers reported that not being aware of the sickness of Judge S., he did not attend until Saturday. Reports rec’d & excuses sustained. Ad​journed until Sabbath.







J. D. West, Clk, pro tem.

Sabbath, Oct 18th 1868

Session met. Opened with prayer. All the members present. Mr. J. F. Lauderdale was examined & on profession of faith was regularly received into the communion of the church. Col. Reneau as principal & Judge Spencer as alternate were chosen delegates to the adjourned meeting of Presby. to be held at Oxford during the meeting of Synod on Wednesday Oct. 28th. Adj’d with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clerk.

[78]

Dec 6th 1868

Session met. Opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Judge Spencer, Col. Reneau, Jas Rogers. Mrs. Lizzie M. Pearson presented a letter of dismission from the Okolona Pres. Church & was regularly received a member of this Church. Judge Spencer delegate to Presby. at oxford reported his attendance & his report was received. Closed with prayer.








J. D. West, Clk, pro tem.

[79]

Sabbath, Jan’y 17th 1869

Session met & opened with prayer. Present Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Judge Spencer, Col. Reneau, Jas Rogers. Lorenzo Grant
 (colored) presented himself, & after due examination was regularly admitted into membership upon profession of his faith. Closed with prayer.








J. D. West, Clk, pro tem.

[80]

Sabbath, Fby 21st 1869

Session met & opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon. Miss Mary E. Miller presented through the Moderator letters of dismission from Harmony Pres. Church & was regularly received into the membership of this Church. Charity Hodges (colored) was examined by the session & on profession of faith was received into membership. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[81]

Sabbath, Mch 7th 1869

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, mod. G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon. The minutes of the last five meetings were read & adopted. A letter from J. F. Lauderdale was read requesting a dismission from this Church to join the Pres. Ch—Corinth Church near Bradford, Coosa Co., Ala. The request was granted & the clk. directed to forward the dismission. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[82]

Sabbath, Mch 21st ‘69
Session met & was opened with prayer. Present Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, Jas. Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. Minutes of last meeting read & adopted. The minister was empowered to make arrangement for exchanging pulpits with some other minister so as to secure assistance at our Communion Meeting in April.
 Letters of dismission were granted to Mr Thos R. Hay to join the Presbyterian Church at Wahalak, Miss.
 Session took recess until after Divine Worship when Mrs. Sarah A. Witherspoon presented herself, bring letters from 2nd Pres. Ch., Mobile, Ala., setting forth the fact that she had been for several years absent from that Church. After personal examination she was received into full membership of this Church. Col. G. G. Reneau as principal & Mr Jas Rogers as alternate were chosen to attend Presbytery at Ebenezer
 the 3rd Sab. of April. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clerk.

[83]

Examined in presbytery at Ebenezer and approved.

April 16th 1869.

J. H. Gaillard, Mod.

[84]

Saturday, May 1st 1869

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, P. F. Witherspoon. Col Reneau, the delegate to Pres. reported his attendance & his report was rec’d. A letter from Wahalak Church was presented by Dr. W. R. Merrier, which being in order he was received into membership. A letter from Montrose Church
 was presented by Miss Julia E. Gray, through the Mod’r, who being personally acquainted with the circumstances, gave reasons why this letter had been so long withheld. These reasons being satisfactory, she was received into membership. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

May 2nd
Total contributed
17.10

Current Exp

  4.00
For. Missions           $ 13.10
[85]
Sabbath, June 6th 1869

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev. J. D. West, Mod. William Spencer, G. G. Reneau, Jas. Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. Minutes of last meeting read & adopted. Mary Beckham (cld) came before the Session & after due examination was received on profession of faith into full membership. Letters of dismission were granted Mrs. S. M. Paden, formerly Miss Sallie M. Frierson, to join Bethany Presbyterian Church.
 On motion it was resolved that there be a meeting of the session on the last Sabbath of every contributing quarter, in order to receive the report of the Deacons as to the contributions of the quarter. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clerk

[86]

July 4th 1869

Session met. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Jas. Rogers, G. G. Reneau. Absent. Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon. Opened with prayer. The Deacon
 made his quarterly report showing collections to the amt. of $30.60. 

Disbursement.

     Current Expenses                  6.00

     Paid on Old Debt                  9.60

     Disabled ministers’ fund     15.00
     
Total

          $ 30.60

Meeting closed with prayer.








G. G. Reneau, Clk. pro tem.

[87]

Sabbath, Sept 19th 1869

The session met at the call of the moderator & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev J. D. West, Mod. Jas. Rogers, G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon. Minutes of the last two meetings read and adopted. The clerk was instructed to grant a letter of dis​mis​sion to Mr. Baron Leland to join the Pres. Ch. at Water Valley, Miss. Jas Rogers, prin​ci​pal & P. F. Witherspoon alternate were elected to attend the meeting of Presbytery to be held in Tuscumbia, Ala.
 on the Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in October next. Judge Wm Spencer was elected principal & Col. G. G. Reneau alternate to attend the meeting of 
Synod to be held at Water Valley, Miss., on Wednesday before the 3rd Sabbath in October next. Meeting closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[88]

Saturday, Nov. 6th 1869

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon. Rev’d Mr. Caruthers
 of Houston being present was invited to attend the meeting of the Session. Miss Sue Patton, Miss Cate Conger & Miss Anna H. Miller presented themselves & after full & satisfactory examination were received into the communion of the Church. Letters of dismission were granted Deacon C. W. Cade to join Monroe Pres. Church. Recess until 10 a.m. Sabbath. 

Session met. Opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., Rev’d Mr. Carothers, Wm Spencer, Jas Rogers, G. G. Reneau, P. F. Witherspoon. Mrs A. G. Heron, Miss Mary High, Miss Mira J. White & Mr. Walter H. Frierson were examined & received into full membership. Mrs. Heron,

[89]

Miss High & Miss Conger not having been baptized, a time was appointed by the Mod. for their baptism during the public exercises of the day. Recess until after Evening Ser​vices. 

Session met. Opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d D. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, Jas. Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. Minutes of last meeting read & adopted. Com​missioners to Pres. & Synod made their reports—which were received. Deacon Frierson made his quarterly report which was received as follows-
Received in the Contr. Boxes
 since July 1st $39.45.


Paid Church Exps.                               12.35

            Bal. Old Debt                                         7.40

19.75
Bal. forward to B[oard] Education
                                       $ 19.70

Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clerk-

[90]

Sabbath, Jan’y 10th 1870

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Jas. Rogers, G. G. Reneau. Mr. A. J. Baxter presented a letter from Bethel Church, McNairy Co., Tenn., asking admission into this Church. On motion he was admitted. The Deacon reports

     Contributions
      24.50

     Current Expenses          7.25
Bal. for Sustentation
     $17.25

Provision was made for and the Deacon directed to forward the Seminary Tax to Rev’d E. O. Frierson, Courtland, Ala. Closed with prayer. G. G. Reneau, Clk. pro tem.
[91]

Mch 20th 1870
Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, Jas. Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. A letter was presented by Mrs. Mary A. Gilliam, from Wm A. Gray, Pastor of the Ripley Church, stating that up to the time of her removal some years since, she was a member in regular standing in that church. After satisfactory personal examination she was received into membership of this church. Elder I. N. White & his wife Mrs. M. E. White were received from Zion Church. The Deacon reported that he had forwarded the Sem’y Tax
 as directed at last meeting.

     Amt Contributed
                        25.35

Current Exp. 6.00  Sem’y Tax 6.00    12.00
Bal. for Publications

         $ 13.35

P. F. Witherspoon principal & Judge Spenser alt. were elected to Presbytery at Zion Church on the 3rd Sab. in April next. Closed with prayer. 








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[92]

April 3rd 1870

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., Wm Spencer, James Rogers. Mr. Sam’l Frierson presented a letter of dismission from Oak Grove Ch., Ala. & it being in order he was received in connection with this church. Mrs. C. V. Gordon who took a letter from this church to the Okolona Church May 5, 1860 & whose Christian walk has been known to this session for nearly all the time, presented herself before the session, without a letter, being disappointed in getting it, & it was resolved to receive her in connection with this church, which was done. Annie, the daughter of Mrs. C. V. Gordon was admitted to full membership in this church by examination. The ses​sion then took recess until after 3 o’clock service.
 
After 3 o’clock service, session met and there being no further business was dismissed. Closed with prayer.








J. D. West, Clk. pro tem.

[93]

Examined in Presbytery at Zion and approved.

April 15th 1870, B. N. Sawtelle, Moderator.

[94]

May 15th 1870
Session met, was opened with prayer, Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon. Deacon Frierson reported as follows:

     Amt contributed

   29.55

     Contingent Exps.
               12.20
Bal to Board of Foreign Miss. $17.35

P. F. Witherspoon delegate to Pres’ty reported that he attended & discharged his duties to the best of his ability. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[95]

July 3rd 1870

Session met & was opened with prayer- Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau. I. N. White, formerly elder in Zion Church having been duly elected and in​stalled an elder in this church took his place in the meeting. 

Deacon Frierson reported as follows

     Total Contribution

13.90

     Cont. Expenses                    4.00
Bal. to Disabled Min. Fund   $ 9.90








Closed with prayer,








J. D. West, Mod.

[96]

Oct 16th 1870

Session met. Opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, Jas. Rogers, G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. G. G. Reneau as principal & I. N. White alternate were chosen to attend the meeting of Presbytery at Corinth, Miss., on Saturday the 29th day of October & also the meeting of Synod at Memphis, Tenn., on Thursday Nov 3rd 1870. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[97]

Nov. 20th 1870

Session met & was opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, Jas Rogers, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Mr White reported attendance at Presbytery. Col. Reneau gave excuse for non-attendance at Synod, which was received. Mrs. L. B. Daggett applied for & received a letter of dismission to join the O. S. P.
 Church at West Point, Miss.

Deacon Frierson’s report subjoined below:

Amt collected


54.25

Contingent expenses

16.60

To Synodical Evangelist
22.78

To Board of Education
14.86








Closed with prayer,








I. N. White, Clk. pro tem.

[98]

Dec 1st 1870
Session met & was opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West Mod. Wm Spencer, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Miss Sue Patton applied for & received a letter of dismission to join the Hopewell Church. 

Deacon Frierson reported as follows.

Amt collection

   9.85

Cur’t Exp.

   4.00
Bal. to Sustentation
$ 5.85

Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[99]

Mch 5th 1871

Session met & was opened with prayer- Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, Jas Rogers, I. N. White. Col. Reneau was elected principal and Wm Spencer alternate to attend the meeting of Presbytery to be  held at Hopewell, embracing the 3rd Sabbath of April next.

Deacon Frierson reported as follows

Amt contributed

9.80

Amt. Exps.


4.00
Bal. to Publication   
         $ 5.80

Closed with prayer.








I. N. White, Clk., pro. tem.

[100]

Examined and approved in Presbytery at Hopewell to page 99.

April 14, 1871. Wm A. Gray, Mod.

[101]

May 6th 1871, Saturday a.m.

Session met, opened with prayer- Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Mr. S. C. & Mrs. M. C. Baskin presented a certificate from Fairview Church.
 Mr. Andrew Baxter presented a certificate for himself & Mrs. Violet Baxter from Bethel Church, McNairy Co., Tenn. & Miss Caroline E. Coffin presented certificate from 1st Pres. Ch., New Orleans. These certificates being satisfactory, the above-named persons were received into membership in this church. Also on profession of faith there were received into membership, Miss Anlo Huntington & Miss Kate Leland. The last named not having been baptized, tomorrow, before 11 o’clock sermon was set apart for this ordinance. A letter of dismission was granted Miss Sue Spencer to join Zion Church. Col. Reneau the delegate to Presbytery being absent, no report could be had. 

Deacon Leland’s report:
Amt cont’d

26.15





Cont. Exps.

  9.75




For[eign]. Miss. 
16.40

Adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[102]
Sabbath, May 7th 1871

Session met & was opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, Jas Rogers, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Franklin Witherspoon & Isaac White presented themselves & after satisfactory examination were received into membership in this church. The moderator being authorized by the session of Harmony Church to present to this session a letter of dismission for Caroline Barr (colored) she was received into mem​bership. Adjourned until after divine service
 3 p.m.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[103]

Sabbath, May 7th 1871. 3 p.m.

Session met & was opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. A long & interesting interview was held as to the condition of the few remaining colored members of our church, with a view to the adoption of some plan
 which would more fully identify them with the church & with the great work which it is to accomplish. All the members not being present & the way not being fully opened up for definite action in the matter, the session adjourned to meet for this purpose on the morning of the first Sabbath of June. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[104]

Sabbath, June 4th 1871

Session met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer. Present Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Col. G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Considerable discussion was had as to the object in view but no definite plan was agreed upon & the session again adjourned to meet for the further consideration of the subject on Saturday next—3 p.m. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.


 [105]

Saturday, June 10th 1871

Present Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. I. N. White. Jas Rogers. There being so few present, there was no meeting held.

 [106]

Sabbath, Aug 20th 1871

Session met & opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Present G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Deacon Leland reported as follows

     
Total amt. contributed

12.15

Cont. Exps.


  3.20

Balance forwarded to Disabled Ministers Fund
$8.95

Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[107]

Sabbath, Sept 3rd 1871

Session met & opened with prayer. Present Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, Jas Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. The minutes of the preceding meet​ings from May 6th were read & corrected. Col. Reneau reported non-attendance at the meeting of Presbytery. After discussing the interests of the colored members, the question was again postponed to the Saturday before the third Sabbath of this month. The session knowing that Miss Anna Gordon had been compelled by her father’s authority to join in a dance
 in his house, P. F. Witherspoon was appointed to convey to her the dis​approbation of the session with the hope that the offence would not be repeated. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[108]

Saturday, Sept 16th, 1871

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Minutes read & approved. P. F. Wither​spoon reported that he had complied with the instruction of the session. Mr. J. B. Baskin & Mrs H. J. Baskin his wife & Miss Laura J. McFarland were received on certificate from the Church at Okolona. J. Curtis Bolton was dismissed to join wherever Providence may direct. Recess to 10 a.m. tomorrow.-








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[109]

Sabbath, Sept 17th-10 a.m.

Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, Jas Rogers, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Minutes of Assembly at Mobile were read so far as they related to the action in favor of colored churches & after free discussion it was unanimously “Resolved, That the session take steps to ascertain if the way be clear to organize a church for the colored people here according to the plan of the Assembly & if it be found practicable, to secure the organization.” Recess to 3 p.m.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[110]

Sabbath, Sept 17th 1871- 3 p.m.
Present. Rev’d J. D. West, G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, I. N. White, Jas Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. G. G. Reneau as principal & I. N. White as alt. were elected delegates to Presby. to meet at Florence, Ala., on Friday before the 3rd Sab. in Oct.  I. N. W[hite] principal & G. G. Reneau alt. were elected delegates to Synod at Jackson, Tenn., on the Wednesday before the 4th Sab. Rev’d J. D. West & P. F. Witherspoon were on motion appointed a committee to prepare a narrative on the state of religion in our church, the same to be taken up to Presbytery by the delegates. Adjourned to meet after service, 3 p.m. 1st Sab. in Oct. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk

[111]

Sabbath, Oct 1st ’71, 3 p.m.
Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., J. Rogers, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Minutes were read & corrected. The moderator reported that he had conversed freely with Miss Mary High, who acknowledged that she had indulged in dancing, not thinking it to be wrong. But after being convinced that it was a violation of the rules of the church and injurious to the cause of Christ she expressed her sorrow for having done this injury and promised, relying upon God’s grace to do so no more. She also requested and obtained a letter of dismission to join the Tupelo Church. It was informally reported to the session that the colored members had united with us in petition to Presbytery to organize for them a church after the plan of the Assembly. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon

[112]

Sabbath, Nov. 5th 1871, 3 p.m.

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Col. G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon.  There were added to the church on examination, William Gilmer, formerly a member of Lebanon, Hiram Hannah & Wiley Stuart of Mon​roe, who with the other colored members of the church proceeded, under the direc​tion of the Pastor & in compliance with the instruction of Presbytery to organize a branch of this church for the colored people & to elect officers for the same. This done, the session cal​led for report of the delegate to Presbytery & Col. R. reported his attendance & gave a brief sketch of the action of Presbytery. The clk. was authorized to call on the deacons for their report & to record the same. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[113]

Deacon’s Report

Whole amt. contributed

From Aug to Nov.

            41.85

Amt. paid contingent expenses
18.95
Bal. forwarded to “Education”          $22.90

[114]

Sabbath, Jan’y 7th 1872

Session met & was opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Present. G. G. Reneau, I. N. White. On motion the Deacons report was heard, received & approved as stated below. On motion adjourned. Closed with prayer.







G. G. Reneau, Clk, pro. tem.

Deacons Report

Total amt. contributed


20.05

Amt of contingent expenses

  4.45
Forwarded to Sustentation                $15.60

[115]

Saturday, April 6th 1872

Session met-was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Col. G. G. Reneau, Judge Wm Spencer, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. The clerk was authorized to grant letters of dismission to Walter H. Frierson to join at Sherman, Texas; to Sam’l M. Frierson at Corinth, & to Mrs. Clem. Miller & her daughter Miss Jos. C. Miller, to join at Meridian. Judge Spencer principal & Col. Reneau alternate were elected delegates to Presbytery to meet at Tupelo on Thursday before 3rd Sabbath of this month. Recess until 10 o’clock a.m. tomorrow.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[116]

Sabbath, April 7th 1872.

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., Col. G. G. Reneau, Judge Wm Spencer, Jas. Rogers, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. On exami​nation, Miss Jennie Gray & Miss Paralee Arnold were received into full member​ship. Recess to 4 p.m.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[117]

Sabbath, April 7th, 4 p.m.

Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., Col. G. G. Reneau, Judge Wm Spencer, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. The minutes of the preceding meeting since Sept. 15th were read & approved. The report of Deacon Leland was read & approved as below given—Meeting closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

Amt contributions.

34.40

Cont. expenses

12.40

Commissioners Fund


  9.00
Bal. to Publication                $13.00

Examined & approved to page 117

O. F. Rogers, Mod.

April 13th 1872

[118]

Sabbath May 5th 1872

Session met & was opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. The delegate alternate reported attendance at the meeting of Presbytery at Tupelo. The clerk was authorized to call for the Deacon’s Report & to re​cord the same. Closed with prayer.

Deacon’s Report
Amt contributed


   28.25

Cont. Exps.


  
     8.25

Bal. [indecipherable] to Sustentation  $ 20.00

[119]

Sabbath, July 7th 1872

Session met & was opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod., I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Letters of dismission were presented by Miss Sue C. Spencer from Zion Church & by Charles Arnold from New Albany, both of whom were received into membership of this Church. A special appeal having been sent out by the Board of Education, the session ordered the contributions of the next Sabbath in course to be appropriated to this board. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

Deacon’s Report

Amt special cont. to Education
$10.15

[120]

Saturday, Aug. 31st 1872

Session met & opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Present. I. N. White, Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, Jas. Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. A. H. Spencer presented himself and after examination, was received into full membership of this Church. Recess till 10 a.m. tomorrow.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[121]

Sabbath, Sept 1 1872

Session met. Opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod, Wm Spencer, G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, Jas. Rogers, P. F. Witherspoon. Jas. Rogers, principal & G. G. Reneau, alternate, were chosen to attend the meeting of Presbytery at Courtland, on the 1st Saturday in Oct.; and of Synod at Tuscumbia, on the 2nd Wednesday of Oct. Walter H. Frierson returned his letter of dismission.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[122]

Sabbath, Nov 17th 1872

Session met & was opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. I. N. White, G. G. Reneau. P. F. Witherspoon. The minutes of the preceding meetings were corrected & approved. The moderator reported the attendance of the delegates at the meetings of Pres’ty & Synod. Miss Fannie A. Robbins was examined & admitted into the member​ship of this Church. S. M. Frierson returned his letter. Mr. W. V. Frierson was at his own request, dismissed, as Deacon, to join the Church at Tupelo. A communication was some time since rec’d from G. R. Cherry Esq. confessing his wrong, expressing re​pentance & requesting to be restored to the communion of the Church, so as to be dis​missed to the Church at Birmingham. An informal meeting was held & Col. G. G. Re​neau was requested to have a personal interview with Mr. C. on this subject & to report the result to 

[123]

the session. He now reported that his interview was altogether satisfactory & on motion Mr. Cherry was restored to the communion of the church & dismissed to join the church at Birmingham. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[124]

Sabbath, Jan’y 5th 1873
Session met. Opened with prayer. Pres’t. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. I. N. White, P. F. With​erspoon. A letter was granted Miss Lou Miller to join the Church at Florence, Ala. The clk. was authorized to receive & record the Deacon’s Report. Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

Deacon’s Report

Amount received less 10.15 (p. 119)

35.00


Amt of Expenses



24.50
Balance on hand for Publication

    .35

Balance additional to Publication  
              2.65
            $3.00

[125]

Sabbath, April 6th 1873

Session met. Opened with prayer. Pres’t. Revd. J. D. West, Mod. Col. G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon.  Mr. I. N. White prin. and Judge Wm Spencer were chosen to attend Presbytery at Oxford, April 17th. The Clerk was authorized to receive the Deacon’s Report. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

The Deacon’s Book shows no remittance since last report. The Church Expenses will be embraced in the next report.

Approved [by Presbytery]

J. N. Waddel, Mod.

[126]

Saturday, May 17th ‘73

Session met- Opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. G. G. Reneau, Wm Spencer, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Elder White reported attendance at Pres’ty. Mrs. Sue G. Gaillard was received into membership on a letter from Zion- Miss Kate Conger was dismissed to the Oxford Church.- At the last meeting Dr. James Miller applied for dismission to Raymond. The elders then present were appointed a committee to investi​gate certain reports derogatory to his character. They now report that no charge seems clearly established against him unless it be that of falsehood and the moderator was requested to write to Bro. Miller & to ascertain the condition of his mind relative to this point. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[pages 127-128 missing]

[129]

Sabbath, June 1 ‘73

Session met. Opened with prayer. Present. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. A letter was granted Miss Mary E. Wells (Miss Mary E. Miller) to join at Raymond. 








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

Deacon’s Report

Amt Contributed



17.40

Commissioners fund


  5.00

Rec’d [indecipherable] Publication      3.00

Church Expenses                                  7.10   15.10
Bal on Hand




$2.32

I do hereby certify that the preceding leaf was cut out, whilst my Book was attending Presbytery at Oxford, & that it contained no minutes of our session.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[130]
Session met & opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Present. Col. G. G. Reneau, Mr. I. N. White. On motion P. F. Witherspoon was chosen principal & G. G. Reneau alt. to attend the meeting of Presbytery in Booneville the 1st Sab. in Sept. Closed with prayer.







J. D. West, Mod.

Sabbath July 6th 1873

Session me & opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Minutes read and adopted. Letter of dismission granted Miss Fannie A. Robbins to join the 2nd Church in Mobile, Ala. Session adjourned to meet on Wednesday next at 5 p.m.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[131]

Wednesday July 9, ’73, 5 p.m.

Met by adjournment. Opened with prayer. Members present as before. A letter from Dr. Jas. Miller in reply to that of the Mod. was read to the session. The members of the ses​sion expressed themselves as pleased with the spirit of the letter; but there having been no specific charge brought before Dr. Miller in the former communication, the session re​quested the moderator to write to him again, informing him that it appears to the ses​sion, that he made contradictory statements to Mr. T. J. Price as to the manner of his having procured certain tickets to a concert at the C. F. College.
 Closed with prayer.








P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[132]

Sabbath, Sept 21st 1873

Session met. Opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Present. G. G. Reneau, Jas. Rogers, Wm Spencer, I. N. White. A letter of dismission was granted to Elder Jas Rogers [and] to his wife Mrs. Elizabeth Rogers to join the Monroe Church. Mr. Rogers reported the baptism of two of his children at Monroe Church by Revd. J. D. West, which baptisms will be found recorded in this volume. Closed with prayer. 








I. N. White, Clk, pro. tem.

[133]

Sabbath, Oct 19th 1873. 

Session met. Opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Present. Col G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. P. F. Witherspoon, delegate to Pres. at Booneville reported his attendance. Col. G. G. Reneau as principal and Judge Wm Spencer as alternate, were chosen as delegates to the meeting of Synod in Holly Springs in Nov. Clk was authorized to receive and record the Deacon’s Report. Closed with prayer. 

P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

Deacon’s Report

Bal. on hand, page 129


  2.32

Since contributed



39.45

Church Exps.


17.25

41.77 

Foreign Missions                      4.10

Disabled Ministers

  9.00

24.35
Oct 16  Bal on hand                                     $ 17.42

 [134]
Sabbath, Dec 20th ‘73

Session met. Opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Present. Judge Wm Spencer, Col. G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Elder James Gray of Harmony, being present, was requested to sit as a corresponding member. Letter of dismission granted Miss Kate Gaillard to Ripley, Miss. The Mod. was instructed to write to the Mod. of the session of Raymond Ch. informing them that Dr. Jas. Miller was under a charge to this ses​sion, & requesting them to influence him to appear before this session. Col. Reneau was instructed to visit Miss Hunter Miller, at his earliest convenience, and to request her in behalf of the session not to engage in dancing. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[135]
Tuesday, Mch 31st 1874

Session met and was opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Present. I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. A letter of dismission was granted Miss Carrie Wagoner to join the Tupelo Church and one to Miss Mary Gaillard to join the Ripley Church. Mrs. M. C. Mil​ler and her daughter Mrs C. A. Carr were received on letters of dismission from the Mer​idian Church. Mr. I. N. White principal, and Col. G. G. Reneau alternate, were appointed to attend Presby. at Ripley, April 16th 1874. The Moderator read a letter of Christian sympathy from Raymond Church session and was requested to make a suitable reply. Session adjourned.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

[136]

Sabbath, Apl 5th 12 m.

Session was opened with prayer. Rev’d J. D. West, Mod. Present. Col. G. G. Reneau, I. N. White, P. F. Witherspoon. Minutes of the several meetings since July 9th were corrected & approved. Deacons Report received as below. Closed with prayer.







P. F. Witherspoon, Clk.

Deacon’s Report

Bal on hand, page 133



17.40

Since contributed



17.30
Church Exps.


12.50

34.70

Education


12.00



Publication                                8.10

32.60
Dec. 1873. Bal on hand

           $ 2.10

1874

Bal on hand above


           $ 2.10

Since Contributed


              8.10
Church Exps.- 7.15


              7.15
April 1874. Bal on hand                                $ 3.05

[137]

Examined in Pres at 

Ripley and approved.

April 18th 1874

J. H. Gaillard, Moderator

[138]
Sabbath, May 17th 1874

Session met, opened with prayer. Rev. J. D. West-Mod. Present. Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon, I. N. White. Minutes of last meeting read and approved. At their own request, Mr. Andrew Banter and his wife Mrs. Violet Banter were dismissed to join Cor​inth Presbyterian Church. Prof E. W. Bean presented a letter of dismission from Con​cord Church, Hale Co., Ala.; it being out of date, he was received upon examination. I. N. White commissioner to Presbytery at Ripley in April, reported attendance. P. F. Wither​spoon having at a former meeting tendered his resignation as Clerk of Session, it was this day accepted, and I. N. White unanimously elected in his stead.
[139]

On motion session adjourned to meet Monday, May 18th 1874 at 4 ½ o’clock p.m.








I. N. White, Clerk of Session

Monday, May 18th 1874

Session met pursuant to adjournment. Rev. J. D. West-Mod. W. Spencer, P. F. Wither​spoon, I. N. White. Communications from W. C. Wells: and others pertaining to the case of Dr. R. J. Miller being received were read and discussed, farther action postponed until Wednesday, May 20th, 4 ½ o’clock p.m. Session adjourned to meet Wednesday, May 20th, 4 ½ p.m.








I. N. White, Clerk

[140]

Wednesday, May 20th 1874, 

4 ½ o’clock p.m.

Session met according to adjournment. Present. Rev. J. D. West. Wm Spencer, P. F. Witherspoon, I. N. White. Minutes of the two former meetings read and approved. Clerk was ordered to issue a citation to Dr. R. J. Miller to appear before the session on the 6th (sixth) day of June, 1874, to answer to the charge of falsehood in accounting for the manner in which you procured tickets to a concert at the Chickasaw Female College in this place. Also to cite to appear as witnesses against R. A. Miller, T. J. Price, and John Fuller. On motion session adjourned to meet Saturday
[141]

On sixth day of June 1874, 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.








I. N. White, Clerk

Saturday, June 6th 1874

Session met pursuant to adjournment. Present. Rev J. D. West, Mod. P. F. Witherspoon, I. N. White. The parties cited to appear before the session for trial not being present and the session not having heard that the citation was received by the party cited to appear, the clerk was directed to write to the Rev Wm Bingham of Raymond, Miss., to ascertain whether or not said citation had been received. On motion session adjourned to meet on Wednesday the 17th day of June, 1874, at 8 o’clock p.m. Closed with prayer. 

I. N. White, Clerk

[142]

Wednesday, June 17th 1874, 

8 p.m.

Session met according to adjournment. Present. Rev. J. D. West, Mod., P. F. Wither​spoon, I. N. White. Satisfactory information having been obtained through a letter from Rev. Wm Bingham of Raymond, Miss. that the first citation to Dr. R. J. Miller to appear before this session had been duly received and he having failed to appear to answer to the charge as specified in said citation at the time and place appointed, the session directed the clerk to issue a second citation to said Dr. R. J. Miller to appear before them on Satur​day the 27th day of June 1874 at 11 o’clock a.m., to answer to a charge of falsehood in accounting for the manner
[143]

in which he obtained tickets to a concert at the Chickasaw Female College of Pontotoc, Miss. and also to cite to appear as witnesses against him R. A. Miller, T. J. Price and John Fuller. Session adjourned to meet on Saturday the 27th day of June 1874 at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.








I. N. White, Clerk

June 27th 1874, 11 a.m.

Session met pursuant to adjournment, opened with prayer. Present Rev. J. D. West, Mod. Col. G. G. Reneau. P. F. Witherspoon, I. N White. He minutes of the three former meet​ings, respectively, May 20th, June 6th, & June 17th 1874, were

[144]

read, corrected, and adopted. The time appointed for the investigation of the charge against Dr. R. J. Miller having arrived, and he not being present, P. F. Witherspoon was appointed by the Mod. to conduct the defense in behalf of said defendant. And the wit​nesses cited to appear against him, being present, the session proceeded to take their testi​mony which is as follows.

T. J. Price, being duly sworn, testified as follows,

A concert was given by some of the citizens of Pontotoc about the 30th of Aug. 1872. I was appointed to prepare the tickets. While engaged in writing on these tickets the words, “Admit one. 50 cents” in the back room of Col. Bolton’s Drug Store, in which store I was then doing business, Dr. Miller came into his back room. About the same
[145]

time someone came into the store. I stopped to wait on them & Dr. Miller took my place at the desk. When I returned, he was writing on some of the tickets. “Admit one. 50 cents.” He then left the desk. That evening or the next day, I put the tickets out to be sold by the different merchants—putting eight into my own cash drawer. The day following, I was absent from the store until late in the evening. When I returned to the store that evening, I asked the clerk if he had sold any tickets. He said not. I saw Dr. Miller that evening sitting on my counter over the cash drawer. I and Dr. Miller and Henry Bradford were going home that evening. There was a conversation about tickets & Dr. Miller re​marked that he had one ticket already. Next morning, while looking in the cash drawer I found there was one

[146]

ticket missing. I asked the clerk again if he had sold a ticket, & he said not. I asked the merchants with whom I had left the tickets if they had sold any tickets, they said not. The night of the concern, I was door keeper. Dr M. handed over four tickets written in his own hand writing, his brother, Henry, handed me two. The next morning, when I counted the tickets & money, I had six tickets more than had been sold. I went to the merchants, and made inquiry as to whom they had sold tickets & asked them if they had sold Dr. J. or Henry M. any of the tickets. They said not. That day, sometime about twelve o’clock, Dr. M. came into the store; I told him that in counting tickets, I had six more tickets than money and that I was trying to straighten it up. I told him I was enquiring of the mer​chants to whom they
[147]

had sold tickets, and of the people from whom they had bought, & told him I wished to know from whom he had bought his. He said he believed he bought them from Herron & Fuller. I told him I would like for him to be certain- that I was going to investigate the matter. He then said that he was certain that he bought them from Herron & Fuller. He left the store in a few minutes & returned in some twenty or thirty minutes more or less. As he walked in at the door, he remarked, Mr. Price, buddy (Bro. Henry) says he bought four tickets from you to be paid, in a few days. At the same time he handed over a two dollar bill & said he would pay for three then. I told him that I had no recollection of making such a trade with Henry, or words to that effect: and told him that I had settled with the Treasurer of the Concert, but would
[148]

take the money over to the treasurer & did so. In about ten days, more or less, he came into my store early in the morning & said to me that he understood that I had been cir​culating it over the country that he had stolen some tickets. I told him no I had not done that. He asked me to write it down. I told him no I would not, but I had done what I told him I was going to do, & found that he had not bought any tickets at all. He said then that he bought one, or some from Mr. Fuller. I told him Mr. Fuller said he had not sold him any; but, if he could prove by Mr. Fuller that he had bought any tickets, I would help him fix it up & would go with him then and see Mr. Fuller. He said he could not go then. I proposed to him a few minutes afterward to go see Mr. Fuller, but he refused. An hour or more afterwards, his
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Bro. Henry came in, and asked me something about the difficulty. I told him that I would prove to him that his Bro. had done wrong by asking him one question. I asked him if he told his brother that he had bought four tickets from me to be paid for in a few days. He said he had not. In about an hour after that conversation, I learned that Dr. Jas. Miller was at Dr Black’s store, where Mr. Fuller was. I told Henry that his Bro. was there & for us to go down & see him & Mr. Fuller. He objected at first, but went with me at last. We went, and I asked Mr. Fuller & Dr. J. Miller outside of the store to talk about the matter. I told Mr. Fuller my business. He told Dr. J. Miller that he had not bought tickets from him (Fuller). But Miller contended that he had. Mr. Fuller told Miller that he only sold so many tickets, and told the names of the persons to whom he sold tickets.
[150]

Questions

What were your personal feelings toward the accused & his family prior to this concert? 

Ans. I & the two boys were good friends. Henry had been a clerk in my house a short time before & I liked him as a clerk & had the greatest respect for the family; and there was no gentleman I thought more of than his father.
Questions by defense

Were Dr. Miller’s relations to you such that he being at your desk, writing on tickets, was proper and calculated to arouse no suspicions?

Ans. I had no suspicions, but thought it improper for him to be there.

John Fuller being duly sworn, testified as follows:-

A concert was given by the citizens at the Chickasaw Fem. College. My memory is that Mr. Price got up the tickets for the occasion. He was door keeper on the night of the concert. Mr. Price, prior to the concert, left tickets in my charge
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for sale at Dr. W. L. Slack’s Drug Store, where I was clerking. I sold six of the tickets left in my charge. I did not sell any ticket or tickets of any description to Dr Jas. Miller.
Questions.

How long was it after the concert when Mr. Price, Henry & Jas. Miller came to see you about whether you had sold Jas. Miller any tickets?

Ans. It was several days. Do not remember the exact time.

What occurred at this interview?

Ans. Mr Price brought Jas Miller around to prove by me that he bought tickets from me. I told him he had not bought a ticket from me & he knew it. Then he claimed that he had bought one from me, & when I told him he had bought none from me, he turned to Mr Price & commenced conversation with him; and I said nothing more on the subject.

How many tickets did Dr. Miller claim to have bought from you at first? 
Ans. I think it was four, but do not
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remember distinctly. I know it was more than one.

R. A. Miller, being duly sworn, testified as follows.-

Did Dr. Jas. Miller come to see you after the concert given at the Chickasaw College, some time in the summer of 1872?

Ans. He did.

Ques. What was his business?

Ans. He said he wanted to borrow a pair of pistols from me. I asked him if anything was the matter. He then stated to me that he was charged with stealing concert tickets by Mr. Price. I then questioned him with reference to the matter. He then went on to state how he got the tickets. He said that he had gotten one ticket from the College, that he had been assisting the young ladies in getting ready for the concert, & they had given him one ticket, when he left; the balance of the tickets he got from Price. He said, when he called for the tickets,
[153]

Mr. Price was very busy waiting on a customer, and, when he asked for tickets, Mr. Price told him he had not time to wait on him. He (Jas. Miller) then took the number of tickets he wanted, & told Mr. Price he would pay for them in a few days. Mr. Price remarked, very well, or words to that effect. I came the next morning to Pontotoc, hoping the matter could be settled. I met, soon after my arrival, Mr. Ed Bolton, who proposed that we select a few of Dr. Jas. Miller’s father’s old friends & get Mr. Price & other parties concerned, & repair to the Masonic Hall, & try & settle the matter. I consented. After hunting awhile for Jimmie (Dr. Miller), I found him in company with Henry behind Col. Bolton’s office, & told him Bolton’s proposal, & told him I thought it was a good one. He objected to that course. I asked him his reasons. He said he would state one thing, & Mr. Price another; that they never could agree. During my conversation, Dr. Jas. Miller
[154]

remarked that Fuller & Herron could not remember his having bought any tickets from them. I asked him if he had gotten tickets from here. He said he had. I remarked, in effect, I understood you to say last night that you got one ticket at the College & the rest from Price. He made no reply.

Ques. by Def.

In this conversation, are you clear that Dr. Jas. Miller mentioned the names of both Herron & Fuller?

Ans. I am.

And the depositions of Dr. R. J. Miller, as taken at Raymond, Miss., & that of Henry Miller, as taken at Oxford, Miss., being in possession of the session, they were admitted as testimony in behalf of the defendant, which is as follows. 
Dr. R. J. Miller testifying:

Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi 

May 4th 1874

The answer of Robt. J. Miller, now

[155]

of said County and State, but formerly of the town of Pontotoc in the State of Mississippi, to so much and such parts of the charges made against him by the session of Pontotoc Presbyterian Church, to wit: “Falsehood in accounting for the manner in which he pro​cured his tickets to a concert at the Chickasaw Female College of Pontotoc,” together with his answer to the testimony of which he is informed has been taken against him, answering says, Said Robt. J. Miller positively and emphatically denies any con​scious​ness or recollection of any intention on his part of making anything out true and fair state​ments as to how he procured tickets. He denies that he ever made any contradictory statements whatever, but says that he did state where he procured said tickets, as there was no cause for concealing or prevaricating in the least as to how, where and from
[156]

whom they were gotten.

(1) As to so much and such parts of Price’s testimony as he is advised it is material for him to answer, he says: He admits, as far as he knows, that said Price was appointed to prepare and sell tickets to said concert, & that he was door-keeper at the concert.

(2) He denies positively that said price came to him soon after the concert and inquired of him from whom he bought his tickets. Denies that said Price ever at any other time made that enquiry of him (except as herein after more fully explained) and consequently denies positively denies positively that he stated to Price that “he believed or thought that he got them from Herron and Fuller,” but said Robt. J. Miller here states that he did get one of the tickets referred to from Fuller, and so informed Price on the morning of Saturday of the following week.
[157]

(3) Said Robt. J. Miller farther denies that said Price stated to him that he wanted him to be certain that he (Price) wanted to make any enumeration of the tickets—he positively denies that he stated to said Price that he got them from Herron’s Store & Fuller (Slack’s Store)—denies positively ever having any such conversation with Price, and here states that he never did say that he got one or any from Herron’s but, as is stated above, told Price on the Saturday of the following week that he did get one from Fuller.
(4) To so much of Price’s testimony as is marked “4” in his deposition sent to affiant—said Robt. J. Miller says that the whole of it is positively untrue—that the “thirty minutes” is untrue—that the affidavit of said Price that he said R. J. Miller told him that Henry had gotten four of them to be paid for in a few days is false, and affiant 
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solemnly denies that he at that time in any such conversation, he said R. J. Miller handed two dollars to send Price, to pay for said tickets. In this connection, said Robt. J. Miller says that that about two days (exact time not recollected) after said concert, he was one his way from his home to his office after dinner, and saw in front of him said Price on his way to his store, and he said R. J. Miller, having never heard anything of the false accu​sations which had been circulated against him, voluntarily followed Price into the store- handed him two dollars for tickets which he had previously purchased of him, and told him that there was the money for the four tickets he had gotten from him a day or two before the concert. Price remarked that he had no recollection of him (R. J. M.) getting them. Affiant, R. J. Miller, then explained to him how a few days before the concert, he Dr. R. J, Miller walked up
[159]

to one end of the desk where the tickets were lying, while Price was busily engaged writing at the other end of the desk, and said to him (Price) that he (Dr. R. J. M.) wanted four of the tickets, or would hand him the money in a few days, or words to that effect, and he (Price) said “very well,” or similar words to that effect.- Price was then suf​ficiently satisfied to take the money, and remarked as well as affiant remembers, that he would hand the money to Tobe Duke and received it apparently satisfied. Said Robt. J. Miller here states that at the aforesaid time, when he paid the two dollars, he had not heard anything of the discrepancies in the number of tickets, had not heard a word of the slanderous accusations that had been brought against him, nor did said Price at that time inform him that the number of tickets did not come out all right. Said R. J. Miller posi​tively & emphatically states that he never heard a word
[160]

of the slanderous scandal which had been maliciously propagated against him until on Friday evening of the following week after the concert & then it was made known to him late in the evening by his brother, Henry Miller, as he was on his way home from the office, late in the evening of the day named.
(5) Said Robt. J. Miller solemnly denies that he ever stated to said Rice “that he had of​fered me (Price) a five dollar bill for change to get his tickets, but that I was very busy and told him to take them and pay for them in a few days.” […] denies positively that he ever made any such statement to said Price, or any words that affiant believes could have been in any manner so construed.

(6) Said affiant Robt. J. Miller positively denies that he ever told either at the time stated or any other time that he got the other two tickets from Fuller, but, as before stated, did say at another
[161]

time that he got one ticket from Fuller.

Said R. J. Miller in this connection would state as follows—that on Saturday morning of the week after the concert, early in the morning, before breakfast, having heard of the slanderous reports, which he heard had been commenced by Price, went to Price’s store and settled his running accounts which had been running for awhile, and stated to Price (no other person being present) that he had heard that he (Price) had said that he R. J. Miller had taken or stolen some of the concert tickets; Price denied having said so, & said that he did not believe that he R. J. Miller had taken them. Said R. J. Miller farther states that he then asked said Price for a written statement to that effect, and Price refused to give it, and remarked that he wanted no personal difficulty with me,
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or words to that effect. Respondent then told Price that he would come back after break​fast and go with him to see Fuller—as he said R. J. Miller has told him then & there that he had gotten one of the tickets from Fuller. After breakfast, affiant, said R. J. Miller, & his brother Henry Miller went to Price’s store, and the three went together to see Fuller and affiant asked Fuller if he R. J. Miller did not get the tickets from F. on the evening before the concert & Fuller said he did not remember it; and then affiant asked him if he did not remember his giving him two quarters at the showcase, and he said he did not re​member it and Fuller stated he did not remember exactly how many tickets he had gotten and could not say how many he had sold, and therefore could not say
[163]

whether he R. J. M. got the ticket or not. As to the testimony of Robert A. Miller, said R. J. Miller says as follows—that on the Friday evening of the week following the concert, he went to the residence of his cousin Robt. A. Miller, after his Bro. Henry had told him of the vile slander which had been circulating against him for a week, and had a conver​sation with his cousin Robt. A. Miller- and, in the conversation, stated to Robt. A. Miller that he had gotten four of the tickets from price, one from Fuller, and one from the girls at the Institute. The next morning, near Col. Bolton’s office, at the time referred to in R. A. Miller’s testimony, as far as he now remembers, he made the same statement he did to him the evening before. Affiant does not now remember how full an
[164]

explanation he made of the matter at the time last mentioned, but is very positive that his cousin R. A. Miller is mistaken when he says what he said to him R. J. M. “Why, Jimmie, that is not the same story you told me before, or last night.” He possibly may not have explained fully both times to his cousin Robt. A. Miller, so as to have been fully under​stood; but had he R. A. M. made the remark to me he says he did, affiant would cer​tainly have taken extraordinary pains to have explained the matter, but affiant’s recol​lection now is that he stated fully in the conversation at his residence on Friday evening.
As to the testimony of John Henry Miller, the affiant states that to the best of his recol​lection & belief, he did not have any conversation at all with him on the subject, but he will say here that he did not state to J. H. Miller nor to any
[165]

one else that he had gotten a ticket from Herron’s Store, nor did he have any conversation with Capt. S. M. Barr on the subject.








R. J. Miller (Seal)

State of Mississippi
Hinds County.


I, Robt. J. Miller, of said County & State solemnly swear, in the presence of the omniscient & heart-searching God that in the foregoing six pages I have declared the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, according to the best of my knowledge in the matter concerning which I am called upon to testify & answer, as I shall have to answer it to the great judge of quick & dead.








R. J. Miller (Seal)

Solemnly affirmed & signed in my presence  )

on this the 6th day of May, A.D. 1874.            )








W. B. Bingham,




Moderator of the Presbyterian Church Session, Raymond, Miss.
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Henry Miller testified as follows:-

University of Mississippi

April 21st 1874

To the Session of the Pontotoc Presbyterian Church.

Having been requested by my Brother, Dr. R. J. Miller, to write out what I know as to his statements, as to how he procured tickets to the concert, given at the Institute in Pontotoc a year ago last August, I respectfully submit the following. 
In my first conversation with my brother concerning the matter, (which was on the 2nd Friday after the concert: that is, the following week), I found that he had heard nothing of it. (I went immediately to see him about it, as soon as I heard it.) He said in that conversa​tion that he had not heard it; and judging from his actions the preceding part of the week, & those
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afterward, during the whole affair, I am confident that he never heard anything of it, until the week after the concert; i.e., the time I told him of it. Brother told me, in the con​ver​sation mentioned above, that he procured his tickets, four (4) from Price, one (1) from Fuller, & one (1) at the Institute. He made this same statement, and only this, to me, after​wards, in the conversation that I had with him respecting it. In our conversation back of Bolton’s drug store, during which cousin Robt. Miller came to where we were, he brother J. made no statement as to getting tickets from Herron’s, which he (Cousin R.) says cal​led forth the statement that he has made, viz. “Why, Jamie, that is not the same story that you told me last night.” Although I say it, respectfully, to cousin R., I 
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do say that there is a mistake in that part of his statement. We (my brother & I) were standing at the back of the store, and he came around and said he had been hunting us, as he wanted to ask brother J. if he was willing to agree to a proposition that Col. Bolton had made. He told him what the proposition was: and brother J., giving his reason, said that he was unwilling. Whereupon, cousin R. said that he had just come around to see if he was willing, and then walked off. It was the 2nd Saturday after the concert that brother, R. J. Miller, T. J. Price, & I went to see Fuller. T. J. Price did not ask brother in my presence where he got two tickets. When we were talking to Fuller, concerning the tickets that he got from him, brother said that he got one (1) from
[169]

him (F.). Fuller said that he knew the no. of tickets that he had for sale, but did not prove it. I did not hear brother Jamie tell Price, but he told me that he offered him (Price) and he was busy, and did not change the money, but told him to pay for them in a few days.
“I, J. Henry Miller, solemnly state, in the presence of the omniscient & heart searching God, that I have declared the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, according to the best of my knowledge in the foregoing matter, in which I have been called to witness as I shall have to answer it to the great judge of the quick & dead.’ The whole of the above was written with my own hand. I remain, 

Very Respectfully, 

J. Henry Miller.

[170]

The session after hearing all the testimony, for & against, Dr. R. J. Miller, and also the defense as made by Mr. Witherspoon, in behalf of defendant, unanimously agreed: That the said Dr. R. J. Miller is guilty of the charge preferred against him, and therefore re​solved that he be & is hereby suspended from Church privileges, until he gives satis​factory evidence of repentance. And the clerk was instructed by the session to give due notice to Dr. R. J. Miller of the above proceedings. The session after having rendered the above decision, learned that Dr. R. J. Miller did not receive the second citation in time to appear at the time appointed; and, having learned that he desired to appear in person; Resolved to suspend the above decision until the first day of August, 1874, in order to afford him the desired opportunity. Therefore the
[171]

clerk did not formally notify Dr. R. J. Miller of the above decision. Judge Wm Spencer as principal & P. F. Witherspoon as alternate were unanimously elected to represent the church at a called meeting of Chickasaw Presbytery, to be held in the Pontotoc Presbyter​ian Church, on Thursday the 2nd day of July 1874. On motion, session adjourned, sine die. Closed with prayer.








I. N. White, Clerk

July 9th 1874

Session met at the call of the moderator. Opened with prayer. Present. Rev. J. D. West, Mod. P. f. Witherspoon, I. N. White. Certain facts relative to the case of Dr. R. J. Miller, having come to the
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knowledge of the session, the following preamble & resolution were adopted. Whereas we have learned that the second citation did not reach Dr. R. J. Miller in time for him to appear before us & that he now desires to appear, therefore Resolved, That we reconsider the decision in this case, as made at our last meeting. And that we suspend our final decision until such time as he may be able to appear before us, provided that time be not later than the first day of August, 1874. Closed with prayer.








I. N. White, Clerk

[173]

Pontotoc, Miss.

July 25th 1874

11 a.m.

Session met at the call of the moderator, and was opened with prayer. Present. Rev. J. D. West, Mod., P. F. Witherspoon, I. N. White. W. C. Wells, elder from Raymond P. Church, being present, was invited to sit as corresponding member. Dr. R. J. Miller, being present, was heard in his own behalf, according to the engagement of Session, when they suspended their decision of June 27th. By request the whole of the testimony of T. J. Price, John Fuller, and R. A. Miller, as taken on the 27th June, 1874, was read; and also the testimony of Henry Miller, as taken at Oxford, was read. Leave was granted to Elder W. C. Wells to aid Dr. M. in the examination of witnesses by suggesting the questions. R. A. Miller, being present, was continued to testify as follows:—
[174]

Dr. M. On the evening that I went out to your house, did I tell you that I got tickets from Fuller and Herron both? 

R. A. M. You did not. My memory is that you mentioned only Price & the girls at the Institute. You may have named them, but, if so, I do not remember it.

Ques. 2nd. Please state the whole of your conversation at your house & also the next morning.

Ans. My statement of the conversations has been taken down and read, as near as I can recall it, but, by asking questions, you may refresh my memory as to other points which I may have forgotten.

Questions as suggested by Mr. Wells. On the above mentioned evening, might I not have told you I got the tickets from Fuller?

Ans. You may have told me this, but I have no recollection of it whatever.

Quest. Was Henry near enough to hear the conversation that took place between us behind Col. Bolton’s office?

[175]

Ans. He was near enough.

Quest. On Saturday morning, may not Jno. Henry Miller, Mr. Barr, or some other party, have told you that I got tickets from Herron and Fuller?

Ans. I had conversations with them & can not say that they did or did not. They may have told me, but I do not recollect it.
Ques. Are you absolutely certain that I named Herron?

Ans. I am certain as to Fuller. My recollection is that you named both Herron & Fuller but am not positive as to Herron.

Ques. Did Price tell you that I had told him I got tickets from both Herron & Fuller?

Ans. As to Price’s statement I do not remember. I am not certain. It is probable he may have done so.

Ques. Can you give in substance your conversation with Price?

Ans. I can not.

Questions of Moderator. Is it clear to yr. mind that Dr. Miller
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made the impression on your mind at the time that his statement was different that morn​ing from what it was the evening before?

Ans. It is.

Ques. Can you state definitely that this impression was made by his own conversations?

Ans. I can.

Ques. Were you expecting him to make contradictory statements?

Ans. I was not.

Ques. You are conscious that this impression was made by his contradictory statements?
Ans. I am. I thought the evening before that only Price was concerned, & it could be settled.

Ques. You came to town with the expectation of settling it. You went away thinking it could not be settled. Did this change take place from conversation with him or with others? 

Ans. With him and with others both.

Ques. Is your memory distinct and clear as to the “remark, that I did

[177]

not so understand you last night: or words to that effect?”

Ans. It is.

Henry Miller sworn & testifies as follows:—

By Dr. M.   State the manner of my procuring the tickets, as I told you of it.

Ans. One from Fuller, one from the college, and four from Price.

Ques. State how I told you I procured them from Price.

Ans. Price was at the desk writing & was called away. When he came back, you got the tickets & told Mr. Price you would settle for them, as you did not then have the change.

Ques. Explain the paragraph in your testimony relative to my offering Price the money.

Ans. I remember that Bro. told me that when he got the tickets, he told Mr. Price he would pay for them in a few days, or

[the transcript of the disciplinary action ends]

[178]

Statistical Report
For the year ending April 17th 1857

No. of communicants as per last Report 
52

No. added on examination                                2
No. added by certificate


  6





            60

Dismissions




  4
Total in Communion



56

Baptisms

No. adults




  1

No. infants




  2
Total





  3

Annual Contributions

Domestic Missions


    $ 52.00

Foreign Missions


       30.55

Publication



         6.50

Education



       13.25

Commissioner’s Fund


       13.25
Total




  $ 115.55
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Statistical Report

For the year ending April 16th 1858

No. of communicants as per last Report
56

No. added on examination


  2

No. added by certificate


  6






64

Dismissions




  2
Total in communion



62

Baptisms

No. infants




  5

Annual Contributions

Domestic Missions


       75.00

Church Extension


       11.70

Foreign Mission


       56.50

Commissioner’s Fund


         8.00 
                                                              $ 151.20

No. children in S. School & Bible Class
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Statistical Report, Apl. 1868

Names on Session Book

83

Absent without Dis.                19

Dism’d to other Chs                  4        23

Members present


60

Rec’d on Certif.


  3

Total




63

Contributions

     Education


       12.00

     Sustentation

       12.35

     Publication


       14.70

     Co. Col’d Miss.

         2.80

     Presbyterial                               15.70  

Children in S.S.


40

Amount subscribed to minister’s salary to be paid quarterly—
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Statistical Report, Apl. 15th 1869

Number Cont’d per last Report
63

     On Ex.



  3

     By Certif.



  3





69

Dism’d to other Churches

  2
Total




67

Absent without Dis.


19

Baptisms,             Infants 2. Adults 2.

Sabbath Schools, White 54, Col’d 86.

Contributions

     F. Miss.


      17.70
     Ed.
                                          29.05

     Sust
.                                  
      16.70

     Pub.

                  21.60

     Presbyterial

      13.50

     Congregational
                  27.25
                                                    125.80

Amt sub. to min’s salary          $ 429.00
Amt collected & paid for sal.      480.75

                                                    125.80

                                                    606.55
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Statistical Report, April 15th 1870

Members present last Report

67

Since Rec’d on certif.                           8
Since Rec’d on Ex.


  9





84

Dismissed to other chs

  2
Total present



82

Absent without Dismissal                   18

Contributions

     F. Missions


       13.10
     Dm. Missions

       15.00

     Education  


       19.70

     Sustentation
                   17.25

     Publication

                   13.35

     Seminary Tax                              6.00
Total



       84.40

Contingent Exp.

       52.60

Minister’s Salary

     534.00
Amount in full


  $ 671.00

Baptisms

     Child 1.    Adults 2.

Scholars in Sabbath S. 

42
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Statistical Report, April 1871

Members present last Report

82

Since Dismissed to other Chs

  2
Present




80

Absent without Dism’l

18

Scholars in Sab. School

46

Contributions

     Syn. Evangelist

       22.78

     For. Missn.


       17.35

     D. Missn.


         9.90

     Education

                   14.86

     Sust’n

                     5.85

     Publ’n

                     5.85

76.54

Minister’s Salary



          550.00

Ch. Repairs




          200.00

Cont. Exps.




            40.80

Baptisms

White children

4

Col’d children

3
[Total]


       7
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Statistical Report, April 18th, ‘72

Members present last Report

80

Since added


18

Since dismissed

  6

Present




92

Absent without Dis.

18

Contributions

     For. Missions

       16.40

     Dis. Ministers Fund
         8.95

     Education


       22.90

     Sustentation
                   15.60

     Publication
                               25.55

90.40

Minister’s salary



          350.00

Church Expenses



            45.75

S. S. Books





15.00

Total  





       $ 501.15

Baptisms Children
8
Sabbath S. Scholars  44

Addenda Contributions

To Evangelistic Fund

                                    50.00

Synod commissioner                                                    9.00




                                $560.15
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Statistical Report, Apl. 17th ‘73
Members prest. last report

92

Since rec’d on Certif.


  2

Since rec’d on Ex.


  2





96

Dismissed to other Chs

  3

Contributions

     Sustentation

       20.00

     Education


       10.00

     Publication

                     3.00

33.00

Evangelist Fund



            50.00

Mrs. Sawtelle Fund



            17.00

Commissioners Fund



              5.00

Church Exps




            24.88

Minister’s Salary



          430.00
                                                                               $ 559.88
Children baptized

  2

Sabbath S. Scholars

56

Absent without Dis.

17

[186]

Statistical Report, April 16th 1874
Present last report


93

Since rec’d on Certif


  3





96


Dis. To other Chs


  6





90

Of these died since Roll was made   
  3

Transferred to Colored Church             9

Ab. without Dis, known to Clerk        12

Circumstances not fully known            6





30

Members really present

60

[Contributions]

     Publication


        3.00

     F. Miss.

                    4.10

     Dis. Ministers
                    9.00

     Education                                 12.00

     Publication                                 8.10

36.20

Cont. Fund.




  5.00

  
Evangelist




50.00


Ch. Expenses




41.00


Min’s Salary



    400.00
     Total




  $ 532.20

Children baptized
  2

In Sabbath school
70

Absent without Dis. By last report 
16

These are lost entirely & not included in report.
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Statistical Report, April 22nd 1875
Present last report

[faded ink]

Since rec’d on Certif.

[faded ink]

Dismissed to other Chs
[faded ink]

[Two items indecipherable]

Deceased


2

Abs. without Dism.

1




7

Members really present
58

Of those absent with dismissal at the date 

of last report have since been dismissed [faded ink]

Evangelist


50.00

Invalid Fund


  4.60

Com’s Fund


  3.50

Min’s Salary

          362.50

Ch Exps.


27.80
Total                                   $ 448.40

No. Elders  2. Deceased 1.

Infants baptized 4.

[indecipherable line]

[indecipherable] Sabbath School 60.
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Statistical Report, April 14th 1876

No. of Elders



 2

No. of Deacons


 2

Communicants added on Ex

 4

Communicants added on Certificate    6

Total of Communicants

61

Adult baptized



  1

Infants baptized


  3

No. Bapt. Non-Communicants
57

No. Deceased Members

  3

No. of Children in Sa. School

Funds Collected

Sustentation

Evangelistic

Invalid Fund

Foreign Missions

Education

Publication

Presbyterial Com. Fund
 $ 6.00

Pastor’s Salary amt. paid
312.15

Congregational

  12.10

Miscellaneous
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[pages left blank]
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Roll of Church Members

April, 1874

Miss Rebecca Gilmer

Mrs. Sarah Wilie

Deceased.

Mrs. Elizabeth Barr

Mrs. L. B. Daggett

Dis. To West Point.

Mrs. C. A. Herron

Mrs. Callie Miller

Mr. Jas. Rogers

Dis. To Monroe.

Mrs. Elizabeth J. Rogers
Dis. To Monroe.

Miss Julia A. Wright

Unknown.
Mrs. F. A. Bolton

Mrs. Keturah H. Wilson
Unknown.
Mrs. Emma Grisham.

Died Mar. 1876.
Mr. Jno. Malloy Miller
Unknown.
Mr. William Bates

Dis. To Houston

Miss Henrie P. Ervin

Unknown.
Mr. Jno W. Miller

Dr. E. G. Wheeler

Dis. To Memphis.
Mr. W. P. Spencer

Unknown.
Mr. J. R. Dickson

D. to Tupelo.
Miss M. A. Spencer

D. Phila. Neshoba Co.

“Boy Sam” 


Supposed to be S. Hodge’s. 

Mrs. C. V. Gordon

Miss Sarah J. Miller

Unknown.

Mrs. John Golding

Mr. E. E. Miller

Deceased.
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Mrs. Clem C. Miller

Mr. Chs W. Cade

Dis. To Monroe. Died.

Judge G. R. Cherry

Dis. To Birmingham.

Miss Vallie R. Huntington
(Mrs. Hall)

Miss Caroline Wagner
Dis. To Tupelo.

Miss W. E. Anderson (Ervin) Dis. To Columbus.

Miss A. W. Eastburn

D. to Buena Vista.

Miss S. M. Frierson (Paden)
D. to Bethany.

Mr. Curtis Bolton

Ds. to any church &c.

Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Chamblin
Ds. to Harmony.

Misses May & Kate Gaillard  Dm to Ripley.

Mrs. M. E. Miller

Unknown.

Mr. Jno. McCorkle

Dm to Woodson Ridge.

Mrs. R. W. Edmonson
Dm to Aberdeen.

Mrs. J. R. Dickson

Dm to Tupelo.

Servant Solomon

Dm to Memphis.

Mr. R. A. Palmer.

Killed in Battle.

Mr. David Murray

Killed in Battle.

Mr. Michael Ford

Unknown.
“Servant girl Amanda”
Unknown.
Mrs. Kate H. Barringer
Died.
J. B. Buchanan

Died.
Mrs. Sarah White

Miss Mary J. White (Spencer)
Miss Lou B. Miller

Miss Fannie A. Herron
Deceased.
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Miss Jane H. Daggett (Benson?)

Miss Sue C. Spencer

Dis. to Victoria, Tex.

Miss May L. Huntington

Miss Hibernia Miller (Suddith) Dm. to Friar’s Point.

Miss A. C. Miller (Carr)

Miss Sallie C. (N) Miller
Dism. to Raymond.

Mr. Sam’l D. Buchanan

Dr. R. J. Miller.

Dism. to Raymond, Miss.

Robt. A. White

Dis. to Carolina, Texas.

Miss May J. Buchanan
Deceased, Mar. 22, 1877.

Miss Mary J. Hay

Mr. Thos. B. Hay

Dis. to Wahalak.

Mr. Barron Leland

Dis. to Water Valley.

R. C. Leland

W. E. Bolton

Mrs. E. M. Leland

Richard Bolton Jr.

A. H. Philips

Mrs. Fannie Philips.

Candis Gray (colored)

Unknown.

Miss Julia Wilson

Dm. to Jackson, Tenn.
Miss Hattie Leland

Dm. to Water Valley.

Miss Lena Leland

Dis. to Tupelo, Miss. Apr. 1, 1876.

Mrs. Mary R. West.

Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Conkey
Dm. to Okolona.

W. V. Frierson


Dis. to Tupelo.
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P. F. Witherspoon

Dis. to [indecipherable] Mo.
Mrs. Emma S. Witherspoon
Dis. to [indecipherable] Mo.

Judge Jno. S. Neely

Deceased.
Mrs. Jane Neely

Deceased.

J. F. Lauderdale

Dis. to Corinth Ch., Bradford, Ala.

Mr. S. M. Pearson

Died.

Lorenzo Grant 

Colored Pres’t Church.

Miss M. E. Miller (Wells)
Dis. to Raymond.

Charity Hodges (colored)
C.P.C.

Mrs. S. A. Witherspoon
Deceased.

Dr. W. R. Minnice

Miss Julia E. Gray

Mary Beckham (colored)
C.P.C. Deceased.

Miss sue Patton

Dis. to Hopewell.

Miss Kate Conger

Dis. to Oxford.

Miss Annie H. Miller
Mrs. A. C. Herron.

Miss Mary High

Dis. to Tupelo

Miss Mira J. White

Mr. Walter H. Frierson

Mr. A. J. Baxter

Mrs. M. A. Gilliam

Deceased Oct 1875.

Mr. I. N. White

Dis. to Zion.

Mrs. M. E. White

Dis. to Zion.

Mr. Sam’l M. Frierson
Dis. to any Church.

Miss Annie Gordon

Dis. to Louisiana.

[196]

Mr. S. C. Baskin
Mrs. M. C. Baskin

Mr. Andrew Baxter

Dis. to Corinth.

Mrs. Violet Baxter

Dis. to Corinth.

Miss Carra E. Coffin

Miss Anlo Huntington

Miss kate Leland

Mr. Franklin Witherspoon
Dis. to Fulton, Mo.

Mr. Isaac White

Caroline Barr (colored)

Major J. B. Baskin

Mrs. H. J. Baskin

Miss Laura J. McFarland

William Gilmer (colored)
C.P.C.

Hiram Hannah (colored)
C.P.C.

Wiley Stewart (colored)
C.P.C.

Miss Jennie Gray

Dis. to Lawrence, Miss.

Miss Paralee Arnold

Dis. to Mt Zion, June 1876.

Mr. Charles Arnold

Mr. A. H. Spencer

Miss Fannie A. Robbins
Dis. to Mobile.

Miss Susan C. Gaillard

Judge Wm Spencer

Deceased in 1874.

Col. G. G. Reneau

Deceased in 1875

Miss Sarah Clarke

Col. Richard Bolton

[197]

Mrs. E. D. Miller

Dis. Jackson, Feb. 187

Mrs. Selina Huntington

Mrs. Mary Hoy

Mr. Henry Miller

Dis. to Oxford Feb 187

Mrs. Mary Gilmer

[indecipherable note]

Mr Austin Baskin

Mr. Lawrence H. Witherspoon

Mr. Wm Barr

Mrs. A. P. Barr

Mr. E. W. Barr

Miss L. B. Miller

Miss Corrinne Miller

Miss Kate P. Miller

Miss M. Donelson Coffee

Mrs Josephine Bormar Barr

Dr. George Lockhart

Miss Leonora Lockhart

Mr. M. M. Hooker

Miss S. E. Gaillard

Miss E. C. Gaillard

Died.

[198]

Mrs Eliza Miller

Dis. to Oxford, Miss, Feb 1877.

Mrs. Lou B. Miller

Dis. to Oxford, Miss, Feb 1877.
Mrs. Kate P. Miller

Dis. to Oxford, Miss, Feb 1877.
Mrs. Corrinne Miller

Dis. to Oxford, Miss, Feb 1877.
Mr. Henry Miller

Dis. to Oxford, Miss, Feb 1877.
Elder P. F. Witherspoon
Dis. to Independence, Mo., Feb 1877.
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1875

Miss M. Donelson Coffee

Dismissed to Florence, Ala, Sept 12th
Oct 23rd 1875

Miss Sue C. Spencer

Dismissed to Victoria, Texas

Oct 23rd 1875

Mr. Walter H. Frierson

Dismissed to Zion Church, O. S., Pontotoc Cou., Miss.

Mr. Sam Frierson, Dismissed to Texas

May 1875

4th Sab. Dr W. B. [?] dismissed to Dallas, Texas

May 21st 1876

Mr. S. N. Wells formerly Miss S. N. Miller was dismissed to join Raymond Presbyterian Church at Raymond, Miss.

Mrs. Paralee Murrah (Arnold) Dismissed to Mt Zion of Chickasaw Presbytery, 

June 3, 1876.

Nov 19, 1876 

Mira J. White Dismissed to Sherman, Texas.
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(A True Copy)

Permanent yearly Subscription for Rev. Jno H. Miller on a/c of his half-monthly services in the Presbyterian Church in the Town of Pontotoc, Miss. 

On the 25th day of Dec. annually we the undersigned do severally promise to pay the sums set off opposite our respective names to the Rev Jno. H. Miller, for his ministerial services, semi-monthly, during the year thus closing.

Provided, that any subscriber in the event of death, or removal permanently beyond the bounds of the Presbyterian Church in the Town of Pontotoc, or by giving notice in writing to the said Miller, at least three months before the close of any year, of his in​tention to discontinue his subscription, shall be considered to have terminated his sub​scrip​tion, hereon, at the end of each year.—And the said Miller is requested, yearly or more frequently to bring to the notice of the Elders of the Church, the state of his salary, that they may take measures, if possible, to increase the same, & supply deficiencies,

Names [of] Subscribers
Amt.

Subscribers


Amt

R. Bolton


35.

A. A. Gilmer


  5.

Robt. Gilmer


10.

Jno H. Miller Jr.

25.

G. G. Reneau


30.

S. Huntington


  5.

A. H. Conkey


25.

C. W. Cade


20.
J. E. Buchanan


  5.

Jas E. M. Miller

  5.
Wm Spencer


20.

J. R. Dickson


  5.
R. W. Gilmer


  5.

F. Strube


  5.
H. H. Allen


  5.

H. R. Miller


10.
E. E. Miller


25.

W. S. Bates


  5.
H. Daggett


10.

M. Weatherall


10.
A. C. Herron


10.

Sarah E. Clark


  5.
J. W. Miller


  5.

Rebecca J. Gilmer

  5.
W. W. Leland


10.

Misses Wardlaw

  2.
C. P. Coffin


10.

E. G. Wheeler


  5.
S. W. Weatherall

  5.

J. H. Hay


  5.
F. Weatherall


  5.

J. W. Alexander
              5.
Sam’l Barr


10.

The above subscriptions were made March 1857.
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The foregoing subscription, accompanying a call from Pontotoc Church, for one half of the ministerial services
 of Rev. Jno H. Miller, was sent up to the Spring meeting of Chick​​a​saw Presbytery, which met at Harmony Church, April 17th 1857- and after some discussion, it was put into Mr. Miller’s hands. He, manifesting his willingness to accept the call, and to assume the Pastoral Relationship of said Church, was on the 17th of May 1857, installed its Pastor- Rev. Wm A. Gray delivered the charge to the people and Rev. W. V. Frierson, the charge to the pastor.
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Systematic Plan of Benevolence

The time for taking up collections for the several Boards of the Church as recommended by the General Assembly is as follows:

In the month of January—Domestic Missions

In the month of Feb.—Church Extension

In the month of April—Foreign Mission

In the month of July—Education

In the month of Oct—Publication

                                                             - - - - - -

It was ordered by Chickasaw Presbytery,

     “That church sessions require a report from the delegates whom they may appoint (elect) to attend upon the meetings of Presbytery & Synod, as to the discharge of such duty, and that said report be spread upon the minutes of the session for the review of Presbytery.”
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May 7th 1860

At the recommendation of the session, a congregational meeting was called to take into consideration the propriety of increasing the number of officers in this Church. Rev John H. Miller was called to the chair, & Col G. G. Reneau sect. On motion, the congregation proceeded to ballot, by the majority rule, for two ruling elders, which resulted in the election of G. G. Reneau & J. R. Dickson. On motion the congregation also proceeded to the election of two additional deacons which resulted in the election of C. W. Cade & Dr. E. G. Wheeler.

At a congregational meeting held at the Presbyterian Church March 3rd 1867, A. H. Philips and Thomas Hay were elected deacons. The latter not consenting to serve, was never ordained.








Feb’y 8th 1868
At a congregational meeting held in the Presbyterian Church, Pontotoc, Miss., Mr P. F. Witherspoon was elected Ruling Elder in this Congregation; and, W. V. Frierson was elected Deacon. The former, having formerly been an Elder in Zion Church, was regularly installed. The latter was ordained & installed.

June 7th 1868

Mr. Jas Rogers formerly Elder in the Pres. Church at Powder Spring, Ga., was elected & regularly installed Elder in this Church.

April 22nd 1870


Election & ordination of Deacons [indecipherable] & Leland & installation of Elder White.
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List of Baptisms Since the Year 1856

Dates


Names of Children

Names of Parents

May 16th/56

Mary N. Conkey

A. H. Conkey

Sept 20th/57

Chas. DeWitt Conkey

J. M. Conkey

May 16th/56

Anloe Huntington

S. Huntington

May 16th/56

Wm S. Bates

May 17th/57

Kate H. Miller


Rev. J. H. Miller








Eliza Miller

May 17th/57

Anna C. Gilmer

R. W. Miller







Mary Gilmer

Sept. 6th/57

Anna Gordon


Jas. Gordon








Virginia Gordon

Sept. 20th/57

Ada W. Miller


E. E. Miller








C. Miller

May 16th/58

Mary Stuart Reneau

G. G. Reneau








E. Reneau

June 20th/58

G. R. Cherry
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1858

Oct. 16


Mary E. Anderson

Benj. D. Anderson

1859






John H. Miller Jr.

Nov 5


Ebenezer Miller

Callie Miller

Nov 5/’59

Wm Barr Gilmer

R. W. Gilmer








Mary Gilmer

Oct 5


Anna Rebecca Dickson
J. R. Dickson

1860






Mrs. Dickson

Oct 7


Mrs J. W. Edmonson

1860


Servant Solomon

May 5


Clarence Warner

R. Bolton

1861






Frances Bolton

May 5


Walter Lowrie Conkey
A. H. Conkey

1861






Jeney M. Conkey
Oct 17


Hugh C.


R. W. Edmonson

1861


Samuel G.


Mrs Edmonson
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1861


Martha Thomas

James Rogers

Oct 27


James Samuel


Mrs. Rogers

1865






Horace Daggett

Nov 5th


Miss Jane Hedly Daggett
Mrs L. B. Daggett

1865






John H. Miller

Decem. 8.

Arthur Lee Miller

       Miller

1865


Mary Jane Hay

John H. Hay
Decem. 8

Thos Benton Hay

Mrs       Hay

1865


Barron Leland


W. W. Leland

Decem. 8

R. C. Leland


E. M. Leland

1867


Hattie Leland


W. W. Leland

May 15

Lena Leland


E. M. Leland

1868






Revd. J. D. West

May 31st

John Milton


Mrs. M. West

1868






P. F. Witherspoon

May 31st 

Mary Randall


Mrs. Emma Witherspoon
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1869


Lorenzo Grant (cld.)

Feby 21st

Charity Hodges (cld)

1869






P. F. Witherspoon

Sept 6th

Sarah



Mrs E. Witherspoon

1869


Mrs. A. C. Herron

Nov 7th


Miss Mary High




Miss Katie Conger




Mary Cameron

Thos. Herron








Mrs A. Herron




Wm C. Spencer

A. H. Spencer








Mrs. M. Spencer

1870






Dr. W. R. Minnice
Aug 21st

Jno Grisham


Mrs. F. Minnice
1870


Frances Honda (cld)

Lorenzo Grant
Aug 21st 

Edward Ulysses (cld)

Esther Grant



Sarah Josephine (cld)
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1871


Wm Washington

W. W. Leland
May 7th

Kate Leland


Mrs E. M. Leland

1871






Rev. J. D. West

May 7th

Geo. Edgar


Mrs M. West

1871






T. F. Herron

Oct 1


Fannie Benson


Mrs. A. C. Herron

1871






P. F. Witherspoon

Oct 1


William Graham

Mrs. Emma Witherspoon

1872






Chs. Arnold
April 7th

Paralee E. Arnold

Mrs Arnold

1872



Miller


Jno H. Miller

April 7th

Hugh Robert


Mrs Callie Miller

1st Sab






A. H. Spencer

May


Robert Holcomb

Mrs. M. J. Spencer

June 2nd

Annie Dupree


Revd. Jas H. &








Mrs. S. P. Gaillard
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1873


Wm Jefferson


James Rogers

Aug 17


Elizabeth Lumsdale

Elizabeth Rogers
1874


Charles Arnold

C. H. Arnold








Mary Arnold

1874


W. W. Spencer

A. H. Spencer








M. J. Spencer








O. C. Carr




R. T. Carr


Mrs J. Carr

March






Dr. W. R. Minnice

1875


W. Minnice


Mrs. F. Minnice

May


M. D. Coffee
1875


(Adult)
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An act requiring Session to meet the last Sab. of every contributing quarter

to receive Deacons report. Not repealed.

Dates


Names of Children

[Names of Parents]

June 4


William Lawrence

O. C. Carr 

1876


Son of 



& Mrs A. C. Carr

June 4th

Kate Mereau


T. F. Herron

1876


Daughter of


& A. C. Herron

� The Rev’d John Henry Miller a ruling elder in the Spring Hill (now Zion) Church, in eastern Pontotoc County, was licensed and ordained to the ministry by Chickasaw Presbytery in October 1850, to serve the Willington Church (ancestor of the present church at Charleston, Miss.), where he preached in 1850-51. He then served the Pontotoc and Harmony Churches from 1852, until his death at the hands of Federal soldiers in the spring of 1863 Ministerial Directory of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 1861-1941, compiled by the Rev. E. C. Scott, D.D., Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, Published by Order of the General Assembly (Austin, Tex.: Von Boeck�mann-Jones, 1942): 501.


� This congregation, which later moved to the community of Red Banks, Miss., was located in the western  section of Marshall County.


� This congregation was the result of a division within the Spring Hill Church (now Zion) in eastern Ponto�toc County.


� This was a person of African ancestry.


� Tallabenela Church was located in Monroe County, and after its dissolution in 1859, the members trans�ferred to Okolona.


� In many ways the Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart (1794-1883) is recognized as the father of Presbyterianism in North Mis�sissippi. He was the first missionary to establish a lasting work among the Chickasaw Indians, as well as churches for the white settlers who succeeded the Indians as residents of the area, and spent his life sustaining the labors which he had earlier begun. In January 1821, he selected a site on the Natchez Trace about ten miles south of the present town of Pontotoc, which he named Monroe, after the popular American president, under whose administration schools for the Native Ameri�cans had been en�couraged and financed. The school began operations the following year, with children of Chick�asaws, white settlers, and mixed-blood families. Additional missions were established, and these performed a significant educational work until the removal of the Chickasaw nation to Oklahoma. Stuart continued to serve in North Missis�sippi, at Monroe, Pontotoc, and Tupelo until his death in 1883. The graves of Thomas and Susan Stuart occupy a place of honor in the Pontotoc City Cemetery. E. T. Win�ston, “Father” Stuart and the Monroe Mission (Meridian, Miss.: Tell Farmer Press, 1927); Julia Daggett Harris, “Rev. T. C. Stewart” [sic], in Minutes of the Presbyterian Historical Society of the Synod of Mis�sissippi (1907): 37-38.; Ernest Trice Thompson, Presbyterian Missions in the Southern United States (Richmond: Presby�terian Committee of Publication, 1934): 144-50; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 22-23.


� This small congregation was located one mile east of the present town of Nettleton. The coming of the railroad caused a shift of population, and the congregation was eventually consolidated with the Nettleton Church in April 1925.


� This was a congregation called Fairview in eastern Chickasaw County.


� A common abbreviation for Mississippi during this era.


� The community was located eight miles east of Oxford. Records in the session book of the Oxford Church dated October 1839 state that a group of named “members withdrew to organize a church to be called Hope��well on Woodson Ridge.” 


� Following the terminology of the King James Version, slaves were often termed “servants” in church rec�ords of this period.


� Then located south of the present village of Toccopola near the boundary of Lafayette and Pontotoc Coun�ties.


� This was a church, earlier known as Carrollville, in northeast Pontotoc County, which was renamed in 1861 for its pastor, the Rev’d Leroy B. Gaston.


� John H. Miller was the presbytery’s ministerial military officer and martyr to the Confederate cause. When the war broke out he had been captain of the Pontotoc Dragoons, winning a sword offered by Gov�ernor Brown to the best-drilled company in the state. Soon he headed the First Battalion of Mississippi cav�al�ry, made up principally of men from Pontotoc, as well as Tallahatchie County, where he had also preached. Miller and his men saw action at Belmont, on the Mississippi River near Columbus, Ky., where they were attacked by General Grant, November 7, 1861. Lt. Col. Miller and his men crossed over from the west side of the river, threw the Federal troops into confusion, and attacked the gunboats. Miller’s horse was killed under him. On April 2, 1862, after Grant had advanced to Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., Miller was in command of nine companies of cavalry at Lexington, Tenn. He was involved in the first day of the Battle of Shiloh, April 6. He came upon a Federal battery with horses attached, ready for retreat. Miller charged and captured every horse, man and gun—twenty-seven men and four guns according to the official Federal report. After Shiloh, Miller resigned, but on March 22, 1863, while on the way to organize some inde�pend�ent state companies into a regiment, he was killed by Federal soldiers near Ripley. See Dunbar Row�land, Military History of Mississippi, 1803-1898.


� A regional church newspaper published at Richmond, Virginia.


� One of the important pioneer ministers in Mississippi, William Vincent Frierson (1801-1863), moved to Pontotoc in 1841. The son of Samuel F. and Sarah Wilson Frierson, his first wife was Jane Eme�line Witherspoon. (Adeline Witherspoon Frierson was the daughter of Thomas Witherspoon, whose family were among those pioneers who came from Old Williamsburg Church at Kingstree, S.C., and whose de�scend��ants played important roles in the Presbyterian development of North Mississippi.). After her death he married Adaline Fulton. He had been stated supply of Cedar Grove Church in South Alabama Presbytery in 1837, and after coming to Mississippi served as stated supply of Spring Hill Church 1843-1847. After the congregation moved to its present location and took the name Zion, he continued to serve it as pastor from 1847 to 1858. He also served Providence Church (Pontotoc) as stated supply (1843-1844). After a brief sojourn again in Alabama (1859), he returned to the neighborhood of Zion Church (P. O. Coonewah), and was stated sup�ply of Bethany Church, 1861-1863. His son William V. Frierson Jr. (1841-1919), was also a well-known Mississippi Presbyterian minister, serving as pastor in Pontotoc and Tupelo, and as superin�tendent of Palmer Home in Columbus. Ministerial Directory, 236. See Theodore Frierson Stephenson, The Frier�sons of Zion Church and their Descendants.


� This church, located in Pontotoc County, was formed by members earlier affiliated with Old Monroe Church. It was dissolved in 1902.


� James Hillhouse Gaillard (1855-c. 1900), was born in Giles County, Tenn., received his B.A. from the Uni�versity of Mississippi (1855), and studied for the ministry at Columbia Seminary in South Carolina (1859). Chick�asaw Presbytery supervised his preparation for the ministry, and he was licensed and or�dained under its care, and spent his entire ministry within its bounds. He was stated supply of Zion Church (1860-1871), and evangelist and stated supply at Pontotoc (1872-1886), stated sup�ply at Unity, Baldwyn, and other near�by locations (1887-1898), and spent his last years in retirement at Bald�wyn. He was stated clerk of Chicka�saw Presbytery for fourteen years. A photo and biography of Gaillard appear in Ida Brad�sher Gilbert, History of Presb�y�ter�ian�ism in Old Tisho�mingo County, Mis�sis�sippi, 1836-1936 (n.p., n.p., n.d.): 23; Ministerial Direc�tory, 239.


� This congregation later took the name Chelsea Avenue Presbyterian Church. It was dissolved in the 1970s.


� James Durham West was born near Louisville, in Winston County, Miss., July 1, 1838, and attended the LaGrange Synodical College in Tennessee (1858-1862). He studied theology privately while in the Con�federate army, and was licensed by Cherokee Presbytery, serving churches, including Newton and Mont�rose in Central Mississippi (1855-1856), where he was ordained. He came to Chickasaw Presbytery to serve as pastor at Pontotoc and outlying churches (1866-1882), as well as Aberdeen and Okolona (1882-1886), after which he served as an evangelist in Central Mississippi Presbytery, followed by ministry in Texas, and further service in Central Mississippi. He spent his last years at Pensacola, Fla., and died in 1920 or 1921. Ministerial Directory, 760.


� Although slaves had been freed at the conclusion of the Civil War, a few of the former bondsmen con�tinued to hold membership in the congregations where their had worshiped with their masters.


� This was likely a congregation of Tombeckbee Presbytery, at Garlandsville in Newton County, Miss.


� The Chickasaw Presbytery held its fall stated sessions at Pontotoc, October 3-5, 1867.


� The application and admission of Negro members was becoming increasingly unusual at this point in the Reconstruction era. Sessions in North Mississippi, e.g., Philadelphia (Red Banks) and New Hope, Big�gersville, during this period recorded the withdrawal of their congregations’ black communicants. None�theless, the occasional admission of black members stands in contrast to the unprecedented refusal to admit black worshipers implemented by certain Mississippi Presbyterian congregations during the mid-20th cent�ury.


� Throughout the colonial, until well into the nineteenth century, celebrations of the communion were held in conjunction with a series of evangelistic sermons. The occasions, commonly termed protracted meetings, or even revivals, were surrounded by much more restraint and emphasis on decorum than was often the case in other communions. The administration of the sacrament became separated from these occasions during this period, with quarterly administrations of the communion on Sunday mornings replacing the evangelistic use of the sacrament. Ministers of neighboring congregations typically assisted the host pastor in the preaching and sacramental services.


� This congregation was located in rural Kemper County, south of the village of Shuqualak.


� The church was located near Booneville in what is now Prentiss County. In 1898, the congregation was dissolved and its remaining members transferred to the Booneville Church. Gilbert, 24-29.


� A congregation in the northwest quadrant of Jasper County, Miss.


� Bethany Church, organized in 1840, is situated between the communities of Paden and Tishomingo in Tisho�mingo County. Ida Bradsher Gilbert, History of Presb�y�ter�ian�ism in Old Tisho�mingo County, Mis�sis�sippi, 1836-1936 (n.p., n.p., n.d.), 18-20. See Mrs Lyle M. Mc�Donald, “History of the Iuka Presbyterian Church,” unpublished paper (dated c. 1970), in the historical files of the St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center. 


� The office of deacon was not highly developed among North Mississippi Presbyterians during this period. In small congregations, there were often only one or two Deacons. Their primary responsibility involved receiving and accounting for the church’s financial contributions. Pontotoc’s deacon seems to have func�tioned as the church treasurer.


� During this period the Chickasaw Presbytery included several congregations in northwest Alabama.


� James Neely Carothers (1805-1891), was a member of Tombeckbee Presbytery and minister of Friend��ship Church near Van Vleet, Miss. Ministerial Directory, 115.


� This note provides a rare detail of the manner in which collections were received among North Missis�sippi Presbyterians during this period. In other locales, such as Holly Springs, the deacons visited pew holders in their homes or places of business. 


� This was the denominational Board of Education, concerned with the production of Sunday school and other church literature, as well as the education of candidates for the ministry.


� The presbytery and denomination placed great emphasis on the work of sustentation, which offered monetary support to small congregations as well as ministers engaged in evangelistic work.


� The “Seminary Tax” was an assessment made by the presbytery of each minister and congregation for the education of candidates for the ministry. In this era presbyteries customarily bore the entire expense (in�cluding in many cases both secondary and collegiate, as well as seminary study) in�volved in the educa�tion of persons for the ministerial calling. Great emphasis was placed in presbytery upon the gathering of these funds.


� In an era before churches had electric lighting, the second daily service was often held in the afternoon. This was especially true in places where worshipers might travel some distance to attend, or when the minister did not reside in the community. When reference is made (as elsewhere in these minutes) to the “Evening Service,” it should be remembered that in that era the word evening also embraced the period of time now commonly designated by the word “afternoon.”


� These initials form an anachronistic reference to the Old School branch of American Presbyterianism, which was a result of a division among ante-bellum Presbyterians from 1837 until 1864, when the Confed�erate Pres�by�terians, Old and New Schools, formally united. The town of West Point, like many in the re�gion, also had a Cumberland Presbyterian congregation and because of the fewness of former New School congregations in the area, the initials O. S. continued in use principally to distinguish congregations asso�ciated with the Presbyterian Church, U. S. from those aligned with the Cumberland body.


� A small congregation in Chickasaw County, originally known at Pikeville. In 1856, Pikeville Church’s name was changed to Fairview. An 1861 church list indicates that the church was served through a post office named Buena Vista—a community that is to-day located several miles east of Houston, Miss. The congregation was often linked with Okolona and Houston when ministers were engaged to serve.


� During this period, American Presbyterians normally styled their Lord’s Day exercises as Divine Worship or Divine Service.


� A strong difference of opinion existed in the white-controlled churches after the Civil War as to what pro�vision should be made for the former slaves in their membership. Some advocated the establishment of sep�a�rate congregations under the jurisdiction of the white-controlled denominational governing bodies. Others believed that the black members should be grouped into denominations of their own, with their ties to the old churches severed by the mutual consent of all parties.


� The issue of dancing as a disciplinary concern is well-known among nineteenth century Presbyterians. The particular circumstances and actions of the session with regard to the young lady and her father in this case are sui generis.


� Each congregation was assessed to pay the expenses of the presbytery’s minister and elder commissioners to the General Assembly.


� Chickasaw Female College.


� An abbreviation for meridian, at the stroke of noon.


� Miller served Harmony Church with the other half of his ministerial time.





