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These minutes are transcribed from three volumes. Vol. 1 covers the period 1860-1885, Vol. 2, 1885-1958, and Vol. 3, 1957-1981.

Insofar as practical transcription follows the format and spelling of the original. A few obvious errors in spelling or punctuation are corrected, and certain abbreviations are given according to current usage. In most cases corrections to the text are placed within brackets. Page numbering from the original manu​script appears on these pages in brackets where numbers are indicated on the mss. For convenience of reading, Minutes of Congrega​tional Meetings, kept in a separate section of the book, are inserted among the sessional records in chronological sequence.
[3]







April 14, 1957

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church was called to meet following the wor​ship service. Present: Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator and Elder H. C. McCorkle. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. Nominations were asked for a repre​sentative to the meeting of Presbytery on April 16. It was stated that one Elder was phy​si​cally unable to attend and business matters would prevent the other from attending. A record was made of the inability of either to attend the meeting. The pastor was requested to express the thanks of the Congregation to the Session of Presbyterian Church, Oxford, for the Communion Service and fifty Presbyterian Hymnals presented by them to the Hopewell Church. A word of thanks was directed to the Hopewell Camp Committee for installing butane heaters in the sanctuary of the Hopewell Church, adding to

[4]

the looks and winter comfort of the Church. No further business was presented and the meeting adjourned after prayer by H. C. McCorkle.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session

[5-6]

blank pages

[7]








February 9, 1958

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the call of the Moderator, fol​lowing the worship service. Present: Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator, and Elder H. C. McCorkle. The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by the Moderator. A request for a letter of transfer was presented from Mr. Frank E. Lowrance. This letter was granted to the First Presbyterian Church of Billings, Montana. The Session went on record as favoring the purchase of a new sessional record and membership book [that, is the present volume]. This book will begin with some of the minutes from meetings of 1957. The meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle.




















J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session

[8]

blank page

[9]








April 13, 1958

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church was called to meet at the close of the worship service. Present: Rev. J. M. Looney, Moderator and Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders. The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected to represent the Session at Presbytery in Batesville, Miss., on April 18, 1958. Elder Raymond Saunders was elected alternate. The meeting was adjourned after prayer by H. C. McCorkle.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session








July 13 [1958]

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met following the worship service. The meeting was called to order and organized with prayer by the Moderator. Present: Rev. J. M. Looney, Moderator and Elders H. C. McCorkle 

[10]

blank page

[11]

and Raymond Saunders. It was announced that Presbytery of North Mississippi would meet in the Presbyterian Church, Clarksdale, Mississippi, July 15. Elder Raymond Saun​ders was elected to represent the Session. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected alternate. No further business was presented and the meeting adjourned after prayer by H. C. McCor​kle.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session








Sept. 28 [1958]

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met following the morning worship service. Present: Rev. J. M. Looney, Moderator, and Elders H. C. McCorkle and Ray​mond Saunders. Elder Raymond Saunders was elected to attend Presbytery at South​western College, Memphis, Tennessee, on October 21, 1958. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected alternate, after prayer by the Moderator. The application for support

[12]

blank page

[13]

from the Home Mission Committee was approved by the Session. It was ordered signed by the Stated Clerk and mailed to the Chairman. Services were postponed from October 12 to October 19, in order for the men to attend the Presbytery Men’s Rally at Grenada, Miss., on October 12. The meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session

[14]

blank page

[15]








Jan 11, 1959

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met following the worship service. Present: Rev. J. M. Looney, Moderator and Elders H. C. McCorkle and Raymond Saunders. The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by the moderator. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected to represent the Session at Presbytery on January 20, 1959 at Holly Springs, Miss. Elder Raymond Saunders was elected alternate. The fol​lowing statistical report for 1958 was presented and admitted to record:
Members reported last year 

8 

No gains

Loss by death 



1

Total Membership at end of year
7

Elders




2

Deacons



1

Families having worship

2

Assembly’s World Missions




$43.00

Assembly’s Church Extension



  20.00

Assembly’s Christian Education



    7.00

Assembly’s Annuities and Relief



    5.00

[16]

General Fund






  11.00

Assembly’s Interchurch agencies



    1.00

Total budgeted gifts, Assembly’s Causes


  87.00

Total to Synod’s Causes




  65.00

Total to Presbytery’s Causes




  65.00

Total to Budgeted Benevolences


            217.00

Assembly’s Non-Budgeted Causes



  47.00

Synod’s Non-Budgeted Causes



  13.00

Total to Non-Budgeted Benevolences


  60.00

Total to All Benevolences




267.00

Current Expenses





446.00

Grand Total-All Contributions


          $723.00

The meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session

Examined and approved [in Presbytery]., Jan. 21, 1959








J. Millen Looney, Moderator

[17]








April 12, 1959

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met following the worship service. The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by the Moderator, Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator, and Elders H. C. McCorkle and Raymond Saunders. Raymond Saun​ders was elected to represent the Session at Presbytery to be in session at Tunica on April 21. H. C. McCorkle was elected to serve as alternate. No further business was presented and the meeting was adjourned after prayer led by Elder Raymond Saunders.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session








June 14 [1959]

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the Church following the wo​rship service, with the following present: Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator, and

[18]

blank page

[19]

Elders H. C. McCorkle and Raymond Saunders. The meeting was called to order by the Moderator and opened with prayer. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected to represent the Session at the meeting of Presbytery on July 7, at Camp Hopewell. Raymond Saunders was elected alternate. No other business was presented and the meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session








October 11 [1959]

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met following the worship service. Those present were Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator, and Elders H. C. McCorkle and Raymond Saunders. The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by the Moderator, Reverend J. M. Looney. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected to represent the Session at Presbytery on October 20, at Grenada. Elder Raymond Saunders was elected
[20]

as alternate. No further business was presented and the meeting was adjourned after prayer by H. C. McCorkle.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session








November 17 [1959]

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the Manse, College Hill, at 6:30 p.m. on November 17. The following were present: Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator, and Elders H. C. McCorkle and Raymond Saunders. The meeting was called to order by the Moderator who opened with prayer. Reports were heard from Elder H. C. McCorkle and Reverend J. M. Looney on their attendance at Presbytery in Grenada on Oct. 20, 1959. The request for Missionary Support for 1960 was presented and discussed. A mo​tion was adopted that the request be approved by the Session and submitted to the Home Mission Committee. No other business was presented and the meeting adjourned after prayer by Reverend J. M. Looney.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session

[21]








January 10, 1960

The Session met at the church after the service of worship. Those present were Reverend J. M. Looney and Elders H. C. McCorkle and Raymond Saunders. The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by Reverend J. M. Looney. Elder J. R. Saunders was elected to represent the Session at Presbytery in Oxford on January 19. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected as alternate. The Session agreed to enter the Columbia Seminary Finance Campaign, not to accept the $20.00 per member quota, but to secure all financial help possible. The Statistical report for 1959 was received and admitted to record. The Session took notice that there is no Board of Deacons and therefore no review could be had of such reports. The minutes were read and approved. The meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder J. R. Saunders.







J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session

[22]

Statistical Report: January-December, 1959

Total Members reported last year

7

No additions

No losses

Total Membership end of this year

7

Elders





2

Deacons




1

No Sunday school. No baptisms.

Families having family worship

3

Contributions:

Assembly’s World Missions




$24.00

Assembly’s Church Extension



  11.00

Assembly’s Christian Education



    5.00

Assembly’s Annuities & Relief



    4.00

General Fund






    6.00

Assembly’s InterChurch Agencies



    2.00

Total Budgeted Gifts to Assembly’s Causes


  52.00

Total to Presbytery’s Causes




  17.00

Total to Synod’s Causes




  50.00

Total to Budgeted Causes




119.00

Assembly’s Non-Budgeted Causes



  69.00

Synod’s Non-Budgeted Causes



  19.00

Total to Non-Budgeted Benevolences


  88.00

Total to All Benevolences



            207.00

Current Expenses





438.00

Grand Total—All Contributions



645.00

Examined [in Presbytery], January 19, 1960


J. L. Perry, Moderator

[23]








April 10, 1960.

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the close of the worship service. Those present were the Reverend J. M. Looney and Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders. The meeting was called to order and led in prayer by Rev. Looney. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected to attend Presbytery April 19, 1960 at Clarksdale. J. R. Saunders was elected alternate. The minutes were read and approved. The meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle.







J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session








July 10 [1960]

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the church following the worship ser​vice. Those present were: Rev. J. M. Looney, Moderator and Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders. The meeting was opened with prayer with prayer by the Rev. J. M. Looney. Elder Raymond Saunders was elected to attend Presbytery at Water Valley.

[24]

on July 19 with Elder H. C. McCorkle elected as alternate. The minutes were read and approved. Meeting adjourned after prayer led by Elder Raymond Saunders.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session








October 9 [1960]

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the church following the afternoon worship service. Present: Moderator, Rev. J. M. Looney, Elders H. C. McCorkle and Raymond Saunders. Elder Raymond Saunders was elected to attend Presbytery at Sumner on October 18, 1960 with Elder H. C. McCorkle elected alternate. The minutes were read and approved. The meeting adjourned after prayer by Reverend J. M. Looney








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session

[25]








January 8, 1961
The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the church after the afternoon worship service. Present: Rev. J. M. Looney, Moderator, Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders. H. C. McCorkle was elected to attend Presbytery at Cleveland, Miss., on Jan. 17, 1961. J. R. Saunders was elected alternate. The following Statistical Report was received and adopted, and ordered sent to Presbytery.
Members reported last year

7

Elders 2.  Deacons 1.

No additions and no losses.

Total membership at end of year
7

Families having family worship
3

Assembly’s World Missions



$33.00

Assembly’s Church Extension


  19.00

Assembly’s Christian Education


    4.00

Assembly’s Annuities and Relief


  10.00

Assembly’s General Fund



  13.00

Assembly’s InterChurch Agencies


    1.00

Total Budgeted Assembly’s Causes


  80.00

Total to Synod’s Causes



  40.00

Total to Presbytery’s Causes



  59.00

Total to Budgeted Benevolence


179.00

[26]

Assembly’s Non-Budgeted Causes


  14.00

Synod’s Non-Budgeted Causes


    8.00

Presbytery’s Non-Budgeted Causes


103.00

Total to Non-Budgeted Benevolences

125.00

Total to All Benevolences



304.00

Current Expenses




406.00

Grand Total to All Contributions

          $710.00

The minutes were read and approved after which the meeting adjourned after prayer led by H. C. McCorkle.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session

Approved [in Presbytery] Jan. 17, 1961


R. A. Bolling, Moder.

[27]








April 9, 1961

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met in regular session at the close of the worship service. Present: The Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator; Elders H. C. Mc​Corkle and Raymond Saunders. The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. J. M. Looney. Elder Raymond Saunders was elected principal and Elder H. C. McCorkle, alter​nate to Presbytery in Oxford, April 18, 1961. The minutes were read and approved. The meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle.








J. Millen Looney, Moderator








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of the Session








July 9 [1961]

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the church immediately after the worship service. Present: The Reverend J. m. Looney, Moderator, Elders H. C. McCorkle and Raymond Saunders. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator, Rever​end J. M. Looney. Announcement was

[28]

made that Presbytery would meet at Southwestern in Memphis, Tenn., on July 18, 1961: Elder J. R. Saunders was elected as principal, and Elder H. C. McCorkle as alternate to attend. No member of the Session was able to attend the meeting of Synod at Natchez on June 6. Record is made of this fact in these minutes. The minutes were read and appro​ved. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle.







J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session








October 8, 1961
The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the church following the worship service. Present: The Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator; Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders. The meeting was called to order after prayer by the Moderator. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected to represent the Session at Presbytery to meet in 

[29]

Greenville on October 17. Elder J. R. Saunders was elected alternate. Places were made for an Every Member Canvass to be taken before the next preaching appointment at this church. The meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder J. R. Saunders.







J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session








November 12 [1961]

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met immediately after the worship ser​vice at the Church. The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, who led the open​ing prayer. Present: The Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator; Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders. Reverend Looney and Elder H. C. McCorkle reported on their attend​ance at Presbytery, October 17, 1961 at Greenville. Elder J. R. Saunders made a report on the Every Member Canvass. It was observed that pledges amounted about the same as for 1961. The Session then set the 1962 budget the same as for the year before. A motion was adopted
[30]

to approve the request to Church Extension of the Presbytery for missionary support. The meeting was adjourned after prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle.








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session








January 14, 1962

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met in the home of Elder J. R. Saun​ders at 3:00 p.m. Present: The Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator; Elders H. C. Mc​Corkle and J. R. Saunders. The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by Rev. J. M. Looney. Elder J. R. Saunders was elected to attend Presbytery in Amory, Miss., on January 16, 1962. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected alternate. It was recorded that after the death of Hugh L. Kimmons the Church is without the services of any Dea​cons, since the only two men of the Church are Elders. The following statistical report was received and recorded:
[31]

Assembly’s World Missions



$30.00

Assembly’s Church Extension


  17.00

Assembly’s Christian Education


  13.00

Assembly’s Annuities and Relief


  27.00

Assembly’s General Fund



    9.00

Assembly’s InterChurch Agencies


    2.00

Total Budgeted Assembly’s Benevolences

  98.00

Total to Synod’s Causes



  28.00

Total to Presbytery’s Causes



  30.00

Total to Benevolences




156.00

Current Expenses




880.00

Grand Total to All Contributions

        $1192.00

Members reported last year 

7

Added from retired roll

1

Total members


8

Loss by death



1

Net members



7

Elders




2

Families having worship

3








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session

Approved without Exceptions

Moderator: T. T. Williams

Date: 1/16/62

[32]

blank page

[33]








April 8, 1962

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met following the worship service, with the following present: Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator, and Elders H. C. Mc​Corkle and J. R. Saunders. The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by Reverend J. M. Looney. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected principal and Elder J. R. Saunders, Alternate to attend the meeting of Presbytery at First Presbyterian Church, Corinth, April 17, 1962. A report was made to the Session concerning the piano bought by the Congregation. It was reported that the Women of the Church had raised the $400 and paid for the piano in full. This fund was begun last summer in order to place a new piano in the Church in memory of Deacon Hugh L. Kimmons. Mr. Kimmons was a member of the Hopewell Church for many years; and
[34]

served as Deacon for a long time. No further business was presented and the meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle.








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session








July 8, 1962

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the close of the worship service. Those present were: Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator, and Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders. The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by the Moder​ator. Elder J. R. Saunders was elected to attend the meeting of Presbytery at Grenada on July 17, 1962. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected alternate. The pastor was granted a leave of absence for Sunday, August 12, 1962. The minutes were
[35]

read and approved. The meeting was adjourned after prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle.








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session








Oct. 14, 1962

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met on this date following the worship service. The following were present: Reverend J. M. Looney, Moderator, Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Sanders. The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by the Moderator. Elder H. C. McCorkle was elected to represent the Session at Presbytery meeting in Columbus First Presbyterian Church on October 1, 1962. Elder J. R. Saunders was elected alternate. The minutes were read and approved. Meeting adjourned after prayer by Elder J. R. Saunders.








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session

[36]

Contributions included the following



Pastor’s Salary
259.00



Other Causes

125.43

[37]

blank page

[38]








June 1965

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met just before the hour for worship ser​vice. Those present were Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders and the Pastor, Rev​erend Cliff Rigby. The meeting was opened with prayer by the pastor. Acknow​ledge​ment was made of letter of dismissal from Evanston, Illinois Presbyterian Church of J. B. Mc​Corkle to be received again into Hopewell Presbyterian Church. Mr. McCorkle was gladly received and was later presented to the congregation and welcomed into full church fellowship. Session was adjourned with prayer by Elder Saunders.







J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session

[39]
blank page

[40]








Nov. 12, 1967

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met on this date just before hour for wor​ship service. Those present were Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders, and the Pastor, Reverend Jack C. Oates. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Pastor. Business included: (1) Plans for Communion Service at the worship hour; and (2) Hearing the reaffirmation of faith of Mrs. Evelyn (Fernandez) Kidd and her request for membership into Hopewell Church. Mrs. Kidd was gladly received and later welcomed by the church members into full church fellowship. Communion worship service fol​lowed and dismissal made by Pastor, Rev. Oates.








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session

 [41]

1967 (Jan—Dec. inclusive)

The following monies were received and disbursed during the year

Presbyterial Tax




  7.00

Benevolences (Collections at Worship Services
78.05

Special Gift to Palmer Home



  5.00

Paid to Pastor




          490.00

Special Gifts to Pastor




16.00

Contributed to Moving Expenses of Pastor

85.91

Total Contributions



          681.96

Approved with Exceptions.

Moderator: Wes Bailey

Date: Jan. 16, 1968

[42]

blank page

[43]







Jan. 14, 1968

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the Church prior to the hour for worship service with Elders H. C. McCorkle, J. R. Saunders, and the pastor, Jack C. Oates, present, for the purpose of organizing Communion Service. After silent prayers the Communion Service was ordered. It was then determined that neither of the Ruling Elders would be able to attend the meeting of Presbytery in January. The Session was ad​journed after thee service with prayer by the pastor, Reverend Oates.







J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session








April 14 [1969]

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church convened prior to worship service and set up Communion Service for the second quarter. The pastor, Reverend Jack C. Oates and Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders were present. Neither elder could attend Pres​bytery for this quarter. Session closed with prayer.








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session

[44]

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church was called to order and opened with prayer by the pastor, Reverend Jack C. Oates just prior to worship service scheduled for 2:30 p.m. Service for Communion was organized and ordered for the quarter. Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders were present. Elder Saunders was named to attend Pres​bytery. Elder McCorkle closed with prayer.








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session








Oct 13 [1968]

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church was called just prior to worship service. The pastor, Reverend Jack C. Oates led the opening prayer with Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders present. Service for Communion was ordered and organized. In fur​ther business session, Elder Saunders was named to attend Presbytery at the College Hill Church. At this session meeting special recognition was noted and announcement
[45]

made of the work done by Mr. Nevin Jones in building and grounds maintenance and of Mr. Howard G. Duvall Sr., for his interest in improving the appearance and safety of the church building. Mr. Duvall assisted in obtaining funds for erecting new steps for the Church entrance and for shrubbery planted at the front of the building and on the grounds nearby. It was also announced that new church linen had been presented to the Church by Roy S. Saunders, Sr., who is a member of the Presbyterian Church at Ambridge, Penn​sylvania. The new linen was used for the first time at the Communion Service on this date. Adjournment followed after prayer by the pastor.








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session

[46]
blank page

[47]

Report of finances for 1968
Assembly’s Causes



99.00

Presbyterial Tax



  7.00

Congregational Missions


35.00

Miscellaneous Contribution


10.00

Pastor’s Salary


          480.00

Total 




          631.00

Membership Roll for 1968

H. C. McCorkle

Mrs. H. C. McCorkle

J. B. McCorkle

Mrs. Hugh L. Kimmons

Miss Mildred Kimmons

Mrs. Evelyn F. Kidd

Mrs. J. R. Saunders

J. R. Saunders

Approved with Exceptions

Moderator: Max Lee

Date: Jan. 21, 1969

[48]

Church Roll as of January 1st 1969

H. C. McCorkle

Mrs. H. C. McCorkle

J. B. McCorkle

Mrs. Hugh L. Kimmons

Miss Mildred Kimmons

Mrs. Evelyn F. Kidd

Mrs. J. R. Saunders

James Raymond Saunders

Lost by death:

J. B. McCorkle







Jan. 12, 1969

The Session of Hopewell Ch. was convened just prior to worship service and Com​mun​ion ordered for this quarter, by Elders H. C. McCorkle and J. R. Saunders, with Rev. Jack C. Oates III moderating the meeting. Reading of previous minutes of Session was omitted. The meeting was opened and closed with prayer.







J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session

[49]








Apr. 13, 1969

The Session of Hopewell Ch. was called to order prior to worship service. Communion service was organized and observed during worship service. Minutes of last meeting noted and approved. Present for Session meeting: Elders H. C. McCorkle, J. R. Saunders and Rev. Jack C. Oates, III, Pastor. Meeting opened with prayer by Elder J. R. Saunders and closed with prayer by Elder H. C. McCorkle.







J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session








July 13th [1969]
Session of Hopewell Ch. together with visiting Elders from Abbeville Presby. Church and College Church, was called to order by Pastor Jack C. Oates, III, just prior to lunch served on Hopewell Camp grounds by the three named church congregations. Reading of minutes of last meeting was omitted at this time. Communion Service was organized and served by Elder H. C. McCorkle, assisted by
[50]

visiting Elders and Deacons from Abbeville and College Churches. Elder J. R. Saunders was absent due to illness. Session meeting was opened and closed with prayer by pastor. Special features of the worship service on this date included in part after the sermon:
1. Presentation of pulpit Bible by Mrs. Paul Watson in memory of her late husband Rev​erend Paul M. Watson of beloved memory in our Presbytery. Mrs. Watson made compli​mentary comments regarding certain aspects of camp work at Hopewell. It was Mrs Watson who pioneered in Junior camp work and it should be noted that she held the very first Junior Camp in all [the] General Assembly on Camp Hopewell grounds. 
2.  Special announcement was made of new roof on Church, made possible by special gift from Presbytery’s Chandler Fund. Other improvements to the Church building and

[51]

the grounds were noted.

3. Acknowledgement was made of special memorial offerings made in memory of J. B. McCorkle who died in June 1969, in the amount of $66.00. This amount was used to order special altar vases in memory of Mr. McCorkle, for use in Hopewell Church.








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session








Oct. 12 [1969]

Hopewell Church Session was called prior to Worship Service for the purpose of organ​izing Communion Service. Meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Jack C. Oates, III. Communion was served by Elder H. C. McCorkle, assisted by Deacon from oxford Presbyterian Church, Howard G. Duvall, Sr. Elder J. R. Saunders was absent due to ill​ness. Meeting was closed with prayer by Elder McCorkle. Reading of last minutes omit​ted. Following sermon by pastor a Congregational Meeting was called at which time announce​ment was made with approval by membership for change in status of
[52]

Pastor-Church relationship from regular pastor to stated supply pastor. This change sug​gested by Presbytery and approved. 

Additional improvements include: Refinished floors, painted pews and new carpet.








J. R. Saunders, Clerk of Session

Finances Reported for 1969

Assembly’s Causes




110.76

Pastor’s Salary




492.00

Special Gift to Pastor




  25.00

Presby. Tax





  10.00
Memorial (J. B. McCorkle)



  66.00

Maintenance (Church and Grounds)


221.00

Total






924.76

Total Membership, Dec. 31, 1969

H. C. McCorkle

Mrs H. C. McCorkle

Mrs. H. L. Kimmons

Miss Mildred Kimmons

Mrs. Evelyn F. Kidd

Mrs. J. R. Saunders

J. R. Saunders

No elders elected to attend Presbytery during the year

[53]

and no minutes of Board of Deacons reviewed, as the Church has no separate board.

Approved with Exceptions

Moderator: C. D. O’Dell

Date: Jan 27, 1970
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[August 20, 1972]

A Congregational Meeting was held at Hopewell Presbyterian Church on August 20, 1972, immediately following the afternoon service. All members were present; namely, Mrs. Raymond Saunders, Mrs. Tim Kidd, Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. Hugh Kimmons and Mildred Kimmons. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Pastor, Rev. Jack Oates. The purpose of the meeting was the selection of Elders since two Elders of this Church have been claimed by death during the past two years. All members were con​sidered eligible for nomination and the following three members were chosen by secret ballot: Mrs Raymond Saunders, Mrs. H. C. McCorkle and Mildred Kimmons. There being no further business, the meeting was closed with prayer.
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[September 10, 1972]

A Congregational Meeting was held at Hopewell Presbyterian Church on September 10, 1972 immediately following the afternoon service. All members were present except Mrs. H. C. McCorkle who was absent because of illness. The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting held on August 20, 1972, was omitted. Our pastor, Rev. Jack Oates III, announced that he had accepted a call to a church at Clinton, South Carolina. Mrs. Raymond Saunders made a motion that we concur with Presbytery in dissolving our past​oral relationship. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Tim Kidd. The members unani​mously approved. After words of appreciation for the great service Rev. Oates has rendered in this church and community and wishing him success in his new pastorate, Mrs. Saunders closed the meeting with prayer.







[July 15], 1973

A meeting of the Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church was held immediately fol​low​ing the regular worship service on July 15, 1973. The following Elders were present for this meeting: Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. J. R. Saunders and Mildred Kimmons. Also, the Pastor, Rev. Tom Tyndall. Reading of minutes of previous meeting omitted. Meeting opened with prayer by Rev. Tyndall. Mrs. Howard Duvall reported to the Session that $375 had been donated to the Church. A bid of $417 had been submitted by Lawrence Brothers to complete painting the inside of the Church. Motion was made and seconded that this amount be applied on painting the inside of the Church with the balance of 42 to be given by Hopewell Camp. There being no further business, the meeting was ad​journed.







Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of Session
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Dec 9, 1973

A meeting of the Session of Hopewell Church was held preceding the regular church service on December 9, 1973. The pastor, Rev. Tom Tyndall, opened the meeting with prayer. Mr. Tyndall submitted his resignation with the explanation that additional duties in the other two churches that he serves required all of his time. Upon motion and second, his resignation was accepted as requested. Motion was made and seconded that Rev. Stanley Smathers, pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Oxford, be invited to preach at Hopewell on January 13, 1974. A motion was made and seconded that a congregational meeting also be held on January 13, 1974. Present for this meeting: Rev. Tom Tyndall, Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Elder, Mrs. J. R. Saunders, [and]






Mildred Kimmons, Elder and Clerk of the Session.
Approved with Exceptions

Moderator: E. Stanley Smathers

Date: 1-15-74
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[December 30, 1973]

A Congregational Meeting of Hopewell Church was held on Sunday afternoon, Decem​ber 30, 1973, in the home of Mrs. H. C. McCorkle. This meeting was requested by Rev. S. L. McCullouch due to a conflict in engagements for him on January 13, 1974, the date previously set by the Session of Hopewell Church for such meeting. Upon motion made and seconded, Mr. McCullouch was asked to serve as moderator of the meeting. Meeting was opened with prayer by Mr. McCullouch. Those present included:
Elders; Mrs. McCorkle and Mrs. Saunders

Members: Mrs. McCorkle, Mrs. Kimmons, Mrs. Kidd and Mrs. Saunders.

Others: Mrs. Howard Duvall Sr., Mrs. C. N. Jones.

The Rev. Mr. McCullouch explained the purpose of this meeting as being to find a min​is​ter to serve Hopewell Church since the resignation of Rev. Tom Tyndall. Upon motion made by Mrs. Kidd
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and seconded by Mrs. Kimmons, Rev. Stanley Smathers, pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Oxford was invited to serve as Stated Supply of Hopewell Church. This call was to be extended through Mr. McCullouch. It was announced that St. Andrew Presby​tery would meet at College Hill Church on Tuesday, January 15, 1974. Mrs. McCorkle, elder, was named to represent Hopewell Church at this meeting. Mrs. Saunders was named alternate. Mr. McCullouch closed the meeting with prayer.
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[September 8], 1974

A meeting of the Session of Hopewell Church was held following the regular worship service on September 8, 1974. Reading of minutes of previous meeting omitted. Elders present were: Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. J. R. Saunders, Mildred Kimmons. Rev. Denton O’Dell acted as Moderator and opened the meeting with prayer. The matter of painting the Church on the inside, due to a misunderstanding, the outside of the church was painted, it was agreed to use the money in the treasury to complete painting the inside. Elder Mildred Kimmons was elected to attend the meeting of Presbytery at Tupelo on September 17, 1974. The meeting was closed with prayer by Rev. O’Dell








Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of Session
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Members – January 1, 1974

Mrs H. C. McCorkle

Mrs. J. R. Saunders

Mrs. Tim Kidd

Mrs. Hugh Kimmons

Miss Mildred Kimmons

There were no new members, no transfers, no births, no deaths and no baptisms

Total members, December 31, 1974—5.

Report of finances for 1974

Benevolences





$117.00

Pastor’s Salary




  480.00

Gift to Rev. Smathers




  100.00

Gift to Rev. Looney




    25.00

Gift to Mrs. Wilkins




    25.00

Total






$747.00

Inside of Church painted by Oliphant and Sons Paint Company, Inc., in January. The Witness Committee paid them the sum of $584.00.
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March 9, 1975

The Session of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the Church prior to the worship service on March 9, 1975 at 2:30 p.m. Elders present were Mrs H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. J. R. Saunders and Mildred Kimmons. Reverend S. L. McCullouch served as Moderator and opened the meeting with prayer. Reading of the minutes was omitted. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the feasibility of setting up a Trust Fund for the Hopewell Presbyterian Church Cemetery. It was decided to call a Congregational
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meeting following the worship service to appoint three trustees to serve on a committee to organize this fund. Minutes of this Congregational Meeting found on page 182 of this book. The meeting was adjourned after prayer by Reverend McCullouch.








Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of Session
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[March 9, 1975]

A Congregational Meeting of Hopewell Presbyterian Church was held immediately following the worship service on March 9, 1975. All members were present. The meeting was opened and closed with prayer by Rev. S. L. McCullouch. Upon motion duly made and seconded Rev. McCullouch was elected to serve as Moderator of the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to select three trustees to serve on a Committee of the Hope​well Presbyterian Church Cemetery Fund. The following were nominated and unani​mously elected: Mrs. J. R. Saunders, Mildred Kimmons, C. Nevin Jones, advisory mem​ber. Upon motion made and seconded, Mildred Kimmons was elected secretary of this fund.
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April 13, 1975

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met following the regular worship service on April 13, 1975. Those present were: Rev. Denton O’Dell, Moderator and Elders, Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. J. R. Saunders and Mildred Kimmons. The meeting was opened and closed with prayer by Rev. O’Dell. Elder Mildred Kimmons was elected to represent the Session at Presbytery to be held at French Camp on Tuesday, April 15, 1975.







Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of Session
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May 11, 1975

A meeting of the Session of Hopewell Presbyterian church was held prior to the worship service which was held at 2:30 p.m. on May 11, 1975. Elders present were Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. J. R. Saunders and Mildred Kimmons. Reverend S. L. McCullouch, Moderator, opened and closed the meeting with prayer. As our Church has been without a Pastor since the resignation of Reverend Stanley Smathers, Reverend McCullouch stated that, if we desired, he would conduct one worship service in our church when possible and when he had other appointments, Reverend Denton O’Dell would conduct the ser​vice. This arrangement was agreeable with all present. The entire congregation apprec​i​ated the sacrifice these two ministers are making in order 
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for Hopewell Church to have one service each month. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.








Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of Session

Approved without Exceptions

Mod: Wilson Benton

Date: 1-20-76
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[February 27, 1977]
The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the Church on Sunday afternoon, February 27, 1977 at 2:30. The following members were present: Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. J. R. Saunders, and Mildred Kimmons. Mrs. Nevin Jones and Rev. Denton O’Dell were also present. Mrs. Margaret Callicott and Mr. Kirk Moore of the Senatobia Presby​terian Church, representing St. Andrew Presbytery, met with us. A discussion was held concerning Hopewell Church and how Presbytery can serve us. The meeting was opened with prayer by Mrs. Callicott. First, was discussed the number of members, their occupa​tions and things that have happened in the last two or three years. Secondly, the hopes and concerns of the congregation were brought up. It was determined that our greatest concern is the lack of members. It was suggested that Presbytery might appoint a com​mit​tee to visit and work with small churches. Another suggestion was that Presbytery might consider retirement for the elderly. After summarizing the items discussed, Mr. Kirk Moore closed the meeting with prayer.







    Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of the Session
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[September 11, 1977]
Following the regular church service on Sunday, September 11, 1977, the Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met with the following members present: Mrs. H. C. Mc​Corkle and Mildred Kimmons. Mrs. J. R. Saunders was absent due to illness. Rev. Mc​Cullouch opened the meeting with prayer. Rev. McCullouch, who is retiring on Decem​ber 31, 1977, advised the Session that he would fill the pulpit at Hopewell Presby​terian Church on the second Sunday in each month, if that was the wish of the membership. It was agreed to notify Rev. McCullouch of the decision of the members. The meeting was closed with prayer.







     Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of the Session








September 15, 1977

After contacting the members of Hopewell Presbyterian Church, Rev. McCullouch was notified that we would be most grateful to have him serve our Church during the 1978 year.







     Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of the Session
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December 1977

There were few accomplishments in Hopewell Presbyterian Church during the year 1977. At the beginning of the year there were five members; namely, Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. Hugh Kimmons, Mrs. J. R. Saunders, Mrs. Tim Kidd and Mildred Kimmons. There were no new members, no deaths, no baptisms and no marriages. A service was held each second Sunday at 2:30 in the afternoon. We were most fortunate to have either Rev. S. L. McCullouch or Rev. Denton O’Dell to conduct these services and Mrs. C. S. Wilkins of the Abbeville Presbyterian Church to serve as pianist. Our average attendance was 20. A copy of the report of the treasurer, Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, is attached to these minutes. [No attachment appears.] Though we are few in number with God’s help, we hope to con​tinue to hold services in the old church that means so much to the members.







     Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of the Session

Approved without Exceptions

Mod: Jack Miller

Date: 2/7/78
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July 8, 1978
The Session met at the home of Mrs. H. C. McCorkle at 4:00 o’clock p.m. The following were present: Rev. S. L. McCullouch, Moderator and Elders Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. J. R. Saunders and Mildred Kimmons. The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. McCullouch. Reading of the minutes was omitted. It was announced that Communion would be observed at the regular worship service on July 9th. In order for our Pastor, Rev. McCullouch to have a well-deserved vacation, it was moved and seconded to dispense with the August service. There being no other business, the meeting was closed with prayer by Mrs. J. R. Saunders.






               Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of the Session
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[July 7, 1979]
A meeting of the Session of Hopewell Church was held preceding the regular Church service on July 7, 1979. Elders present were: Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. J. R. Saunders, and Mildred Kimmons. Rev. McCullouch acted as Moderator and opened the meeting with prayer. Communion service was organized and served during the worship service. It was voted to grant our pastor leave of absence on the second Sunday in August. The meet​ing was closed with prayer.





               Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of the Session

There was no change in membership during 1979—4 members. 

Amount given to Benev​olence $100.00.
Pastor’s Salary

    400.00
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[January 5, 1980]

The Session of Hopewell Church met in the home of Mrs. J. R. Saunders on January 5, 1980 at 2:00 o’clock. Elders present were: Mrs H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. J. R. Saunders, and Mildred Kimmons. Rev. S. L. McCullouch acted as moderator and opened the meeting with prayer. Reading of the minutes of the meeting held on July 7, 1979 was omitted. The Elders unanimously agreed to ask Rev. McCulluch to serve Hopewell Church as Tempo​rary Stated Supply during the year 1980. It was noted that ten services were held at Hope​well during the past year with an average attendance of 16. After a report by our Treas​urer, Mrs. McCorkle, it was agreed to give $100 to benevolence. The meting was closed with prayer by Rev. McCullouch.





               Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of the Session
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[April 13, 1980]

The Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church met at the church on April 13, 1980 at 3:30 o’clock. The following Elders were present: Mrs. H. C. McCorkle, Mrs. J. R. Saun​ders, and Mildred Kimmons. Rev. S. L. McCullouch acted as moderator. The meeting was opened with prayer by Mrs. J. R. Saunders. Reading of the minutes was omitted. Upon her request, Mrs. J. R. (Grace) Saunders was affectionately dismissed from Hope​well Presbyterian Church to the First Presbyterian Church, Oxford, Miss. Our regu​lar church service will be held on the second Sunday in May. The meeting was closed with prayer by Rev. McCullouch.






               Mildred Kimmons, Clerk of the Session

These additional facts have been omitted from the minutes:

1)  Hugh L. Kimmons died in 1962 (p. 30-31).

2)  Mrs. Evelyn (Fernandez) Kidd received as member (p. 40)

3)  Mr. Howard C. McCorkle died June 19, 1971.

4)  Mr. J. Raymond Saunders died Feb. 11, 1971.

5)  Mrs. Minnie Cromwell (Hugh L.) Kimmons died Jan. 23, 1978.
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6) Miss Mildred Kimmons died Jan. 1, 1981.

7) Baptism of: Marissa Lee Lenander on May 29, 1977 in the Hopewell Presbyterian Church (Born 5-18-77).

These notes added by Rev. S. L. McCullouch, H. R. 

The Hopewell Presbyterian Church was made a chapel by St. Andrew Presbytery at its Stated Meeting on Feb. 3, 1981.
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Pastors [of] Hopewell Church

Rev. J. M. Looney, pastor from December 1956 to October 1962.

Rev. Tom Tyndall-Stated Supply June 1973—December 1973.

Rev. Stanley Smathers—Stated Supply—January 1974-July 1974.

July Service conducted by Rev. Denton O’Dell. Rev. Smathers on Vacation August Service conducted by Rev. S. L. McCullouch. September service conducted by Rev. Denton O’Dell.

