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Tishomingo, Mis.

May 26, 1838

A few Presbyterians being convened at a school house near Troy,
 took into consideration the organization of a Presbyterian church, and resolved so to do. The following persons gave in their certificates of membership: Jacob Hinkle and his wife Mary Ann, Ann Gam​ble and Margaret Stafford, Tho. Mayes and wife Pamela were received on the know​ledge of the fact that they were members. The above named persons anxious to enjoy the means of grace in a regular way according to their expressed wish, were organ​ized

[2]

by the Rev. J. B. Stafford
 into [a] Presbyterian Church, the Confession of Faith being adopted as the standard of their faith and practice. Resolved that this Church be called New Hope.
 Jacob Hinkle being an ordained elder, was elected and installed. The Rev. J. B. Stafford was chosen stated supply.
 During this year and ’39 and ’40 several children were baptized—2 for J. Hinkle, 2 for Tho. Mayes and 1 or 2 for A. Sloan.

April 1841

The following persons were received on certificate into this church, viz. James B. Mor​rison and his wife Synthia and their 4 sons William, Thomas, Robert and Samuel.

[3]

Tho. Mayes had an infant child baptized this year. The same year two members were lost by death—Mrs. Ann Gamble and Mrs. Mary Jane Hinkle.

Aug. [1841]

The communion was administered, the Rev. Tho. Stuart
 being with us. Mrs. Nancy Hinkle was received on examination into the church. 

The same year were received Geo. Shields and his wife and daughter Emily on certi​f​i​cate.
Aug. 1842

J. K. Morrison and Geo. Shields were elected to the office of ruling elder in this church; and they having accepted the same, were ordained and installed by the Rev. J. B. Staf​ford.

[4]

Number of members now in the church 14.—March 27, 1843








James B. Stafford, [acting] Clk.
June 10th 1843

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper administered. On this occasion received into our communion the following persons, Mrs. Lawson on examination, and Mrs. Harriet Mon​roe and Miss Margaret Jane Mayes by certificate.

Present members 17.








J. B. Stafford, [acting] Clk.

1844 March.

J. B. Stafford’s infant child was baptized by Rev. Sturtevant.

July 2nd Sab.

Communion occasion. Received into the church upon examination 5 members

[5]

viz., James McElhannon and wife, H. L. B. Stafford, R. H. Stafford and Mary E. Stafford. The session having met and being opened with prayer. 
Saturday before the 4th Sab. July.

Communion. The session met and was opened with prayer. Received into the church upon examination two members, viz. Judith Ann Kimmons and Miss Sarah Ann Hinkle. Mrs. Kimmons was baptized.

Oct 13th.

The Rev. D. Brown, D.D., from Ten.
 Being present with us. The session met and was opened with prayer. Rec’d into the church on examination Mrs. Elinor Savage. Baptized her infant child. Baptized also

[6]

an infant, the child of James McElhannon.

1845 March

Dismissed by their own request from this church the following: Jacob Hinkle and his wife Nancy and daughter Sarah Ann.




17 former number








  8 added last year








25








  3 dismissed








22 present no.  1845 April

Baptisms during last year 1 adult, 2 infants.








J. B. Stafford, [acting] Clk.

April 2nd Sab.

Baptized 2 children for Mr. M. Lawson and one for Mr. Monroe.








J. B. Stafford

Examined and approved by Presbytery
 to page 6 with the following exceptions. Mem​bers were rec’d and dismissed without a session being convened and regularly consti​tuted.
[7]

Children baptized without recording their names.








Angus Johnson, Mod.

June

Baptized an infant, the child of Tho. Mayes.

July 25th 1845

Received by letter Mr. Wm M. Pickens into the communion of our church; also Betty a woman of colour.

Feb. 21st 1846

The session met. Received by letter from Rehobeth Church, Ten. Alex. Pickens and his wife Margaret and Nancy E. Pickens. Also received James Davis and wife as members of this church on personal knowledge of their membership in the Presbyterian Church, they having come from a church in Ala that is now dissolved.

[8]

Robert H. Stafford a member of this church died, 6 Jan. 1846.

Previous number    22

            Removed by death   1
                                                                                                       21
           Added this last year  6
27 Present number

J. B. Stafford, Mod.

1846 June 22nd
Baptized the following children for Mrs. Judith Kimmons, viz. Frances Virginia, James Andrew, Mary Ann, John Alexander, William Gray.

1846 Nov.

Died Miss Jane Mayes.

            1846 Nov. 

Mrs. Eleanor Savage was dismissed.

[9]
1847 Feb. 4th
Mrs. Mary Lawson about to remove at her own request was dismissed in good standing.

1847 March 29th

The year past dismissed 3, died 1, baptized 5 infants. Present number 23.







J. B. Stafford, Mod.

Oct. 11th 1847

Baptized Margaret Ann, Delila, infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James McElhannon.

1848 Nov. 3rd Sab.

Ordained to the office of ruling elder James Davis and Robert R. Morrison. Baptized Wil​liam

[10]

Gilbert LaKay, the infant son of T. B. and M. E. Adams.

1849 Jan. 22nd. 

Session met, and was constituted with prayer. A letter of dismission was given to Tho. H. Morrison at his request, to be connected to any Presbyterian Church wherever he might go.

1850 March, 4 Sab.

Baptized an infant, Zilpha Jane, the child of J. McElkahannon.

Present number of members 20.

1851 April

Examined and approved [by presbytery] to page 10th, April 19th 1850.

A. H. Caldwell, Mod.

[11]

May 11th
Jamie Grigg, infant son of T. B. and M. E. Adams was baptized.

May 12

The session met, and because of the fact that there was no place to retire to, the con​gregation being assembled in the house and out, prayer was omitted. The following per​sons were received by certificates into this church: Mr. John McLeran and his wife Mary and Anthony Augustus McLeran from Union Church, Ten. Also William McClane and his wife Mary, from Ramah Church, Ten. Mr. Thomas H. Morrison returned the certi​ficate which he received last year from us and is again a member of this church. Adj.








J. B. Stafford, [acting] C. S.

[12]

1850, Oct. 27, Sabbath

After sermon, the session met and opened with prayer. And the following persons were received into the church upon examination, viz. T. B. Adams, Samuel and Martha Jane Stafford, Miss Catharine McClane, and Miss Elizabeth Mayes. Adj.








J. B. Stafford, C. S.

1852 May 9th
The session met. Members present J. K. Morrison, Alex. Pickens, James Davis and R. E. Morrison, with the moderator, J. B. Stafford. Opened with prayer. Received the following members on certificate. Washington Morton and wife from Bethany Church. Also John Campbell and his wife Jane Campbell from Bethesda Church Ponto-

[13]

toc Co. Brother Alex. Pickens was appointed clerk of the session.

1853 April 11

An infant the child of Washington Morton baptized.








J. B. Stafford, C. S.

May 9 1852 Baptized Eleanor Agnew infant of James McElhannon.








A. Pickens, C. S.

1852 Aug 8



Baptized William Medius, infant son of Sam’l and Sarah Morrison; and Margaret Frances, infant daughter of Rob’t and Elizabeth Morrison.








A. Pickens, C. S.

1852 Oct. 10. 

The session met. Received into the communion of this church on examination Mrs. Elizabeth Stafford and Miss Margaret Helvira Stafford.








A. Pickens, C. S.

[14]

Nov. 28, 1852
Session met. Members present J. K. Morrison, Jas Davis and Alex. Pickens, with the moderator Rev’d J. B. Stafford. The session was constituted with prayer. Mr. Alex. Pickens resigned his clerkship of the session, and Mr. H. L. Stafford was appointed to that office. Mr. Thos. B. Adams and his wife Mary E. Adams at their own request were dismissed in good standing to join the Presbyterian Church lately organized in Bolivar, Tenn.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[15]

The session met and after prayer the application of Wm McClane and wife was considered, and they were dismissed from this church at their own request.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

May 22nd 1853

The session met. Present, J. K. Morrison & Jas Davis, with the moderator. After constituting with prayer the application of Alex Pickens, his wife Margaret & daughter Nancy, for certificate of member. was considered, and granted, and they are hereby dismissed from this church in good standing to join the church of Hebron
 in Pontotoc County.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

 [16]

January, A.D. 1854

On account of age & ill health the Rev’d J. B. Stafford resigned the charge of this church. And the Rev’d Ramsey Henderson
 being sent to this county as a missionary took charge of it.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

April 9, 1854

The session met. Members present Jas. K. Morrison, Jas Davis, Rob’t R. R. Morrison. After prayer, Mrs Jane Black, Mrs Lydia Buford, Mrs Eliza R. Henderson, & Rosannah J. Henderson & Susan A. Henderson were received into this church by certificate. The following members were dismissed from this church to join Euphronia Church,
 on good standing (viz.) John M. McLeran & his wife Nancy & son Augustus
[17]

McClaren & Catherine McClaren. Adj. with prayer.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

In Presbytery at Hernando

Approved, April 14th 1854.

S. J. Reid, Mod.

May 4th 1854

Session met. Members present—Rob’t R. R. Morrison & Jas Davis with the moderator. After prayer, the following persons were rec’d into the church on certificate. C. S. Black & M. L. Black his wife with their two daughters Cynthia E. Black & Margaret M. Black, all members of the Presbyterian Church at Ramah, Hardeman Co., Tenn. Also Mr Robert Buford upon examination

[18]

H. L. Stafford elected & ordained to the office of ruling elder.

H. L. Stafford, C. S.

Mr. Thos. Mayes & J. W. Morton were elected Deacons at the time of the above date, but [the election] was neglected to be recorded.








H. L. S., C. S.

Nov. 10th 1854

Letters of dismission was granted to C. S. Black, M. L. Black his wife and their two daughters Cynthia E. & Margaret M. Black. They were all in good standing.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

June 9, 1855

The session met, opened with prayer. Members present, Jas. K. Morrison & Jas 

[19]

Davis, Robert R. R. Morrison, H. L. Stafford, with the moderator Rev’d Mr. Henderson. The following persons were rec’d as members into this church (viz) A. J. Biggers, Elizabeth Biggers his wife, Mr M. F. Settle & his wife, Catherine Settle & Miss Nancy Gheeler. Sabbath June 10th had a communion, the Rev’d Wm A. Gray
 was in attendance.







H. L. Stafford, C. S.
Sept 9th 1855

Session met—members present, Jas. Davis, Jas. K. Morrison & H. L. Stafford, with the moderator Rev’d R. Henderson. Mrs Mary Macon was rec’d into the church by letter. Letters of dismission was granted to John Campbell & his wife Jane Campbell to join Euphronia Church.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[20]

October 14, 1855

Session met—opened with prayer. Members present—Jas K. Morrison, Jas. Davis, Rob’t R. R. Morrison, H. L. Stafford, with moderator Rev’d Henderson. The following persons rec’d into the church on examination as members (viz), Ellen H. Stafford, J. Richard Mor​rison, Francis V. Dilworth & Mary L. Henderson. Presbytery being in session, we then went into arrangement for commemorating the Lord’s Supper on tomorrow.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[21]

May 22nd 1856

Session met—was opened with prayer. Members present, Jas. K. Morrison, R. R. Morrison & the moderator. By request of Mr Jas Davis his resignation as elder of this church was granted, owing to his ill health. Also a letter of dismission was ordered to Mrs Mary Macon, now Mary Banks, wife of Rev’d Mr. Banks. Adjourned.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[22]

June 1st 1856

Session met, opened with prayer by the moderator. Members present—Jas. K. Morrison, Robt R. R. Morrison & H. L. Stafford. Rec’d Mrs Maria O’Bryan into the church by certificate. Communion Sabbath. Adjourned.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

October 19th 1856

The session met & was opened with prayer by the moderator. Members present, Jas K. Morrison, Robt R. R. Morrison, H. L. Stafford.—Miss I. C. Davis made application for church privileges which was granted after a satisfactory examination.








R. Henderson, Clk of Session

[23]

Examined & approved April 17, 1857.—F. Patton, Mod.

April 3rd 1857

Session met & opened with prayer by moderator. [Elders present:] R. R. R. Morrison & R. Henderson. The following named persons were on certificate received as members of this church. Mrs Ann Swindall. Mr James H. Morton. Mrs Sarah J. Morton. Miss Jane W. Morton.







R. Henderson, Clk Session

[24]

May 21st 1857

The session met & was opened by prayer. Members present, R. Henderson, Moderator. Jas. K. Morrison & R. R. R. Morrison. Nancy Ellen & Henry, slaves belonging to Mr. J. M. McCalla applied for membership & upon satisfactory examination were received. A letter of dismission was granted to Mrs. Frances V. Morrison to unite with a church in Missouri. The session then adjourned.








R. Henderson, T. Clk.

[25]

July 5th 1857

The session met & was opened with prayer. Members present, Jas. K. Morrison, R. R. R. Morrison & R. Henderson. Squire, a servant of Jas. H. Morton presented a certificate from Mt. Bethany Ch., Tennessee & requested admission to membership in this church, which being found in order, he was received. The session then adjourned.








R. Henderson, Temp. Clerk

May 16th 1858

The session met and was opened with prayer. Members present, Jas. K. Morrison, R. R. R. Morrison, H. L. Stafford & R. Henderson. Harriet, a servant
 of Mr. J. M. McCalla applied for admission to the privileges of the church—was upon satisfactory examination received as a member. Session then adjourned.








R. Henderson, Temp. Clk.

[26]

May 16th 1858

Mr James H. Morton after being duly elected was set apart by ordination to the office of Ruling Elder of this church.

October 17, 1858

Session met—was opened with prayer. Members present, Jas K. Morrison, Jas H. Morton, H. L. Stafford, with the moderator Rev’d R. Henderson. The following persons were admitted to the privileges of this church. Mrs. Lizzie Stafford, by letter, also Mr. L. B. Mitchell, Miss Hattie Buford, Mrs Ann Eliza McCalla & her daughter Miss Mary Amelia McCalla. Also Westley a servant of A. J. Biggers, all upon examination. Session closed with prayer.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[27]

Mr Samuel A. Morrison was elected Deacon of this church & ordained accordingly.

Apr 5

Session met and opened with prayer. Members present Jas K. Morrison, J. H. Morton, R. R. Morrison, H. L. Stafford with the moderator Rev’d R. Henderson. The following persons were rec’d into this church by certificate, Mrs. Rosa Savage, Mr Ramsey Savage & Mrs Annie Stafford. H. L. Stafford was elected delegate to Presbytery, to be held at Pontotoc. Adjourned.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

Examined & approved

Pontotoc, April 15th 1859

W. V. Frierson, Mod.

[28]

July 3rd 1859

Session met, opened with prayer. A letter of dismission was given to Mrs. Elizabeth Black & Mr David Settle & his wife Jane N. Settle were rec’d into the church by certifi​cate. Session closed by








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

Nov 6th 1859

Session met, opened with prayer. Members present, J. K. Morrison, Rob’t R. R. Mor​rison, H. J. Morton, H. L. Stafford with the moderator the Rev’d R. Henderson: where​upon Mr Jas Lusk & his wife Ellen Lusk & Miss Mildred Lusk their daughter were rec’d into the church by certificate. Also a colored man Robert belonging to Mr J. M. McCalla upon examination.

[29]

Also a letter of dismission was ordered to be given to Mrs Marion O’Brian. Communion Sabbath.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

April 1st 1860

Session met, opened with prayer. Members present H. J. Morton, H. L. Stafford & Rev’d R. Henderson, moderator. H. L. Stafford was elected delegate to Presbytery. Adjourned.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

Examined and approved (except as to the lack of paging) in Presbytery at Ripley.

April 13, 1860—L. B. Gaston, Mod’r.

[30]

June 3rd 1860

Session met, members present J. K. Morrison, Rob’t R. Morrison, J. H. Morton, H. L. Stafford, with the moderator, Rev’d R. Henderson. Opened with prayer. Application being made by Manuel (slave belonging to J. M. McCalla) was rec’d into full member​ship upon examination. Whereupon H. L. Stafford delegate-elect to attend Presbytery held at Ripley in April last reported that he attended said Presbytery & rendered his ex​cuse for not attending the adjourned meeting of Presbytery at Oxford on Friday before the second Sabbath in May last, which was sustained as legal. There being
[31]

a deficiency in our Eldership it was thought expedient to elect another Ruling Elder, whereupon Brother David Settle was elected by acclamation. Bro. A. J. Biggers was elected as Deacon of this Church. Session closed.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

Oct. 7, 1860

Session met, opened with prayer. Members present J. K. Morrison, Rob’t R. R. Morrison, J. H. Morton & H. L. Stafford. There being no business before the session except ap​point​ing delegates to attend the meetings of Presbytery & Synod, whereupon J. H. Mor​ton was elected to attend Presbytery to be held at our church
 (New Hope) on Saturday before the 3rd Sabbath in Oct., 1860 & H. L. Stafford was elected

[32]

to attend the meeting of Synod to meet at Germantown
 on Wednesday 7:00 p.m. before the 4th Sabbath in Oct. 1860. Adjourned.







H. L. Stafford, C. S.

Oct 21, 1860

Session met, opened with prayer. Present J. K. Morrison, Rob’t R. R. Morrison, David Settle, J. H. Morton & H. L. Stafford, with mod. Rev’d R. Henderson. Mrs Francis V. Warren was rec’d into the church by letter. Mr Wilson M. Morton, Miss Mary Jane Mor​ton & D. Stewart Morton were rec’d into the church, upon examination. There being no other business before the session, adjourned.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[33]

Nov. 4th 1860

Session met, opened with prayer. Present J. K. Morrison, Jas H. Morton, David Settle, Rob’t R. R. Morrison & H. L. Stafford with the mod’r Rev’d R. Henderson. The dele​gates elected to attend the meetings of Presbytery & Synod reported that they attended said meetings. There appearing no business proper to come before the session, adjourned with prayer.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[34]

Feb 3rd 1861

Session met, opened with prayer—members present, D. Settle, J. H. Morton, Rob’t Morrison, H. L. Stafford, with the moderator Rev’d R. Henderson. Bro. M. F. Whittle & his wife C. Whittle applied for letters of dismission from this church to join the Presby​terian Church at Corinth,
 which was granted. A charge of unchristian conduct was brought against a colored brother (Henry) belonging to J. McCalla. It was ordered that he be notified to appear before the session at our next regular meeting. No other business, the session closed.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[35]

Feb 17, 1861

Session met, opened with prayer. Present- D. Settle, J. H. Morton, Rob’t R. Morrison, H. L. Stafford. Moderator Rev’d R. Henderson.  The col’d brother Henry, who was notified to come before the session charged with unchristian conduct appeared, admitted the charge, acknowledged the sin, & asked forgiveness for his conduct & appeared so penitent that the session retained him in full fellowship. There appearing no other busi​ness proper to come before the session, closed with prayer.







H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[36]

April 1st 1861

Session met, opened with prayer. Present-D. Settle, J. K. Morrison, J. H. Morton, Rob’t R. Morrison, H. L. Stafford and Rev’d R. Henderson, Mod. Mr James M. Lewis was rec’d into full fellowship of this church by certificate from the Independent Presbyterian Church,
 Bethany Ch., Chester, S. C.  H. L. Stafford was elected as delegate to Pres​bytery, held at Lebanon Ch.
 on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in this month. Session closed.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[37]

Examined and approved (with the exception that no mention is made of alternates in electing delegates to Presbytery & Synod) in Presbytery at Lebanon Church.

April 19th 1861.  Wm A. Gray, Mod.

June 16, 1861

Session met, opened with prayer. Mem. Present, Rev’d R. Henderson, Mod., Jas K. Morrison, Jas H. Morton, Rob’t R. Morrison, H. L. Stafford. H. L. Stafford delegate appointed to attend presbytery held at Lebanon April 17, 1861, reported that he attended said meeting. There being no other business, closed.









H. L. Stafford, C. S.

 [38]

Sept. 29, 1861

Session met, opened with prayer—Present, Jas k. Morrison, David Settle, J. H. Morton, Rob’t R. Morrison, H. L. Stafford and the mod—Rev’d R. Henderson. Application being made by Miss Mildred Lusk for a letter of dismission from this church to join the C. Presbyterian Church,
 her request was granted. Mrs. Jane Lewis was rec’d into this church on certificate, also a servant girl of J. M. McCalla (Hannah) upon examination. The session then went into the election of delegates to attend the meetings of Presbytery & Synod whereupon Bro. David Settle

[39]

was elected to attend Presbytery
 as principal & Bro. R. Morrison his alternate, at Gaston Church,
 on the Thursday before the first Sabbath in Oct next. And Bro. Jas H. Morton as delegate to Synod which meets on Wednesday before the 3rd Sabbath in Oct next & H. L. Stafford his alternate. There being no other business the session closed.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.
[40]

Session met, opened with prayer by the Mod. Present, D. Settle, J. H. Morton. Rev’d R. Henderson, Moderator. Mr. J. Newton Lewis was rec’d into full fellowship of this church by certificate from Bethany Ch. (Independent Presbyterian), Chester, S. C. Session closed.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[41]

Feb 2, 1862

Session met, opened with prayer. Members present, D. Settle, J. H. Morton & Rev’d W. V. Frierson, Moderator. Application being made by Mrs Eliza C. Lewis for admission into this church was rec’d by letter into full fellowship. Application being made by Mrs Eliza Henderson & Miss Susan A. Henderson, letters of dismission were granted them. Session closed.







H. L. Stafford, C. S.

[42]

Sept 19th 1864

Session met and was opened with prayer by Rev O. F. Rogers
 who was invited to mod​erate session. Members present—D. Settle and F. Boston was invited to sit as [a] corresponding member. The following persons presented themselves to the session and on examination were received on profession of their faith in Christ: Mr J. F. McCalla, Mr. Wm Morrison and Jno L. A. Surrant, boys of Mr James Steiger. Session closed with prayer. 








David Settle, C. S.

[43]

March the 19th 1865

Mr Jas. D. Stafford made application to become a member of the church. Only one elder present, and a supply minister of the Cumberland denomination (Moses) who was invited to act as moderator, after a sermon Mr Stafford came forward, gave in his experience, and was received by acclamation of the members of the church, the congregation dismissed.








David Settle, acting C. S.

April 30th 1865

Session met, opened with prayer by the moderator, the Rev’d J. A. Kimmons.
 There being no other business before the session, a vacancy having occurred by the death of Mr H. L. Stafford, David Settle was chosen Clerk of Session. Session closed with prayer.







David Settle, C. S.

Preaching at eleven o’clock. At the close of sermon the Lord’s Supper was administered. At 4 o’clock p.m., preaching at the commencement of services,
 A. J. & Elizabeth Biggers had two children baptized. Mrs Eliza Henderson & daughter [indecipherable] Henderson were rec’d in the church by letter. 

D. Settle, C. S.
[44]

Monday May the 1st 1865
Rev’d J. A. Kimmons continued the meeting. Sermon at eleven o’clock. At the com​mencement of services Mrs Martha Savage had her 2 infant children baptized. After sermon Brothers J. A. Biggers and James Lusk having been duly elected by almost a unanimous vote by ballot were ordained as Ruling Elders. After the close of service, Presbytery
 met at Mrs Stafford’s. Present J. H. Biggers, James Lusk & David Settle, Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, moderator. Presbytery opened with prayer, Miss Sallie Stafford was examined, and gave satisfactory evidence of her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and was rec’d in full fellowship in the church. It being desired the Lord’s Supper was administered to the Reverend members and sister in the Lord. Adjourned with prayer.







D. Settle, C. S.

Mrs Eliza C. Lewis is dismissed by letter.

[45]

July the 6th 1865

Session met, present J. A. Biggers, James Lusk & D. Settle. Opened with prayer. Mrs Elizabeth Stafford having asked for a letter of dismissal, which was ordered to be given. West Biggers black man having violated the law and rules of the church, ‘twas ordered that he be summoned to attend session and given in his excuse for improper conduct. No other business, the session adjourned with prayer.








D. Settle, C. S.

Sept 23rd 1865
Session met, members present James Lusk, Robert Morrison & David Settle. Opened with prayer. D. Settle was nominated and elected as a delegate to Presbytery at Oak Forest Church,
 Pontotoc County, Mississippi and A. J. Biggers alternate. Session closed by prayer.








D. Settle, C. S.

[46]

March 18th 1866

Presbyt’y met. Present A. J. Biggers, James Lusk, Robert Morrison and David Settle. Opened by prayer. Robert Morrison was elected a delegate to Presbytery at Ripley, and A. J. Biggers alternate. No other business, session adjourned with prayer.








D. Settle, C. S.

May the 20, 1866

Presbytery Session met. Present, A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk, Robert Morrison David Settle. Opened with prayer by the moderator Rev’d L. B. Gaston.
 Being no business of im​port​ance, the session adjourned.

July the 15th
The congregation wishing more deacons, Mr. L. B. Mitchel and Ramsey Savage were unanimously elected on the day before and were installed by the Rev’d L. B. Gaston at the close of sermon.








D. Settle, C. S.

[47]

Sept 16th 1866

Session met, Present Rev’d L. B. Gaston, A. J. Biggers and David Settle. Session opened with prayer. There being no other business before the meeting but the election of mem​bers to attend the Presbytery to be held at New Hope Church on Saturday before the second Sabbath in October. James Lusk was elected a delegate. Session adjourned.








D. Settle, C. S.

Examined & approved, Oct 15th 1866

Wm A. Gray, Mod.

October 14th 1866

Session met, Present Rev’d L. B. Gaston, A. J. Biggers, James Lusk, Rob’t Morrison and David Settle. Opened with prayer. Rec’d Mr. J. F. Thompson as a member by examina​tion, also Mrs. V. R. Knight by letter. Session adjourned.







D. Settle, C. S.

[48]

Oct 15th 1866

Baptized by the Rev’d L. B. Gaston, infant daughter of Mr & Mrs Ramsey Savage. By the name of Catharine.

November the 18th 1866

Session met, present Rev’d L. B. Gaston, A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk and David Settle. Opened with prayer. The Door of the Church
 was opened to receive members. The fol​lowing persons presented themselves for membership, John W. Savage, Albert Camp​bell, Miss Nancy Mays, Miss Mary Savage, Miss Mary Jane Settle, Miss Sarah M. Settle, Miss Narcissa E. Settle, having answered such questions as gave satisfaction to the session, they were received in full fellowship in the Church.

Mr Moses Armstrong presented a letter of dismissal from Zion Church,
 Maury County, Tennessee and was received as a member in full fellowship. No other business before the Church, session adjourned.








D. Settle, C. S.

[49]

March the 24th 1867

Session met, present Rev’d L. B. Gaston, Moderator, James Lusk, A. J. Biggers, Robert R. Morrison and David Settle. Session opened with prayer. Mistress Margaret J. Mitchel was received by letter from Zion Church, Tenn., as a member in full fellowship. Mrs Martha Savage was received as member by letter from Bethany Church, Tishomingo County.
 Mr James Steiger presented himself for membership and on examination was received in full fellowship as a member. The session then elected Rob’t R. Morrison as a delegate to attend Presbytery at Unity Church
 in Itawamba County, Miss. No other bus​i​ness, the session adjourned.








D. Settle, C. S.

[50]

Sunday May the 5th 1867

The Reverend L. B. Gaston baptized an infant child Minney Elizabeth of Mr. A. J. and Elizabeth Biggers, also infant child of Mr & Mrs Washington Morton, infant’s name Emma Blanch.








D. Settle, C. S.

Sept 22nd 1867
Session met, present A. J. Biggers, James Lusk, R. R. Morrison and David Settle. Session was opened with prayer by the moderator, the Reverend L. B. Gaston. Mr Cooper Mc​Elenhannon presented himself for membership, was received for examination in full fellowship. Session then chose D. Settle as a delegate to Presbytery to meet at Pontotoc Friday before the second Sabbath in October. Session adjourned.








D. Settle, C. S.
[51]

Sabbath Dec’r 29th 1867

Session met, present the Rev’d J. A. Kimmons & Rev’d J. H. Gaillard,
 Moderator, Elders A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk and David Settle. Session opened by prayer. Five persons presented themselves for membership, to wit, Wm D. Kimmons, Miss M. J. Whittle, Miss Priscilla Whittle, Miss M. R. Whittle, all being examined as to their faith and hope in Christ were received as members in the Church. Session adjourned for preaching. At the close of the first hymn two children were baptized,
 to wit, [space left blank for name]       Whittle, [space left blank for name] Whittle.







D. Settle, C. S.

Dec’r 29th 1867, Collection for Board of Education

$10.00 paid over to the Rev’d Mr J. H. Gaillard.








D. Settle, C. S.

[52]

March the 15th 1868

Session met, present the Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, A. J. Biggers, Rob’t R. Morrison and David Settle. Session opened with prayer. Session was informed that West Biggers, colored member, had been accused of disorderly Christian conduct
 and David Settle was appointed to notify the said W. Biggers to appear before the session on the first Sabbath in May next. The session then elected Mr. R. R. Morrison a delegate to Presbytery to meet at Hopewell Ch., Lafayette County, Miss. Session adjourned.







D. Settle, C. S.

May the 17th 1868

Session met, present Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk, R. R. Morrison and David Settle. Opened with prayer. West Biggers, colored member, present, and answered to the charge against him acknowledging the charge. Said he had 

[53]

done wrong and was sorry for it and had repented of his sin and thought he had got for​giveness. The session retained him still as a member. Mrs Laura Gale was rec’d by letter from College Church, Tenn., as a member of this Church. No other business, session ad​journed.







D. Settle, C. S.

May 17th 1868

The Rev’d J. A. Kimmons baptized infant child of L. B. and Margaret Mitchel, name Walter. Also infant son Wm McCalla, of Mr J. F. & Mary M. Thompson.








D. Settle, C. S.

August 15th 1868

Session met, present Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk. Opened after prayer. Brother Ramsey Savage having asked for letter of dismission for himself & wife, it was ordered to be given.








D. Settle, C. S.
[54]
August 16th 1868

Session met, present Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, A. J. Biggers, J. Lusk, R. R. Morrison and David Settle. Opened after prayer. Mrs Virginia Steiger presented herself for mem​ber​ship. Being examined as to her faith was rec’d in full fellowship. Miss Martha Jane Big​gers also applied for membership and was examined as to her faith and was rec’d as a member in full fellowship. Adjourned till tomorrow. 







August 17th 

Session met. Present Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk & David Settle. After prayer went into elections for delegate to Presbytery to be held at Zion Church,
 Pontotoc County. David Settle was elected delegate and A. J. Biggers alternate, was then also elected. A. J. Biggers delegate to Synod to be held at Oxford, Miss., and David Settle alternate. Adjourned by prayer.







David Settle, C. S.

[55]

April the 4th 1869

Session met, opened with prayer by the Moderator the Rev’d Mr Kimmons. Present- A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk and David Settle. Mr Lusk was elected delegate to Presbytery to meet at Ebenezer Church, Tishomingo County
 on Thursday before the third Sabbath in the month and David Settle alternate. No other business, session adjourned.








D. Settle, C. S.

Examined in Presbytery at Ebenezer and approved to page 55, with instruction not to record any thing in the body of the book except acts of session.








J. H. Gaillard, Moderator.

[56]

May the 15th 1869
Session met, opened with prayer by the Moderator the Rev’d Mr Kimmons. Present A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk, R. R. Morrison and David Settle. Mr William T. Armstrong and his wife Mrs Myra E. was rec’d by letter from Zion Church, Maury County, Tennessee. Capt. Beacher Mitchel was elected treasurer of church session. Session adjourned by prayer.








D. Settle, C. S.

Sept the 5th
Session met. Present A. J. Biggers, Jas. Lusk, R. R. Morrison & D. Settle. Opened by prayer by the Rev’d Mr. J. A. Kimmons. It being the time to elect delegate to presbytery, Mr J. A. Biggers was elected delegate & D. Settle alternate. Session also elected a delegate to Synod. Mr R. R. Morrison was elected delegate and A. J. Biggers alternate. Adjourned by prayer.








D. Settle, C. S.
[57]

September the 6th 1869

The congregation of New Hope desiring a Pastor and the Reverend Mr F. Patton being present was requested to act as Moderator and hold an election which he did, and the Rev’d Mr J. A. Kimmons was unanimously elected, and the call sent up to Presbytery which was to meet at Tuscumbia, Alabama
 on the Thursday before the first Sabbath in October.








D. Settle, C. S.

November the 20th 1869

This being the day set apart by Presbytery for the installation of the Rev’d Mr J. A. Kimmons as pastor of New Hope Church, the Rev’d Mr J. H. Gaillard and the Rev’d Mr D. A. Todd, present. Mr Gaillard, preached a sermon and charged the pastor and Mr Todd charged the congregation.








D. Settle, C. S.

 [58]

March 20th 1870

Session met. Present, the Moderator Mr Kimmons, A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk, R. R. Morrison & David Settle. Opened with prayer. No other business before the session, they elected R. R. Morrison delegate to Presbytery to meet at Zion Church Pontotoc County, Mississippi and D. Settle was elected alternate. No other business, the session adjourned.








D. Settle, C. S.

Examined & approved in Presbytery at Zion, April 16, 1870.

B. N. Sawtelle, Moderator.

[59]

September 25th 1870

Session met. Present the Moderator the Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, Jas Lusk, A. J. Biggers & D. Settle. Opened with prayer. The door of the Church having been opened the following persons presented themselves for membership: Virgil Hall, J. C. Buford, James J. Mor​ton, George McCalla, Jordan Boon, Edward Gale, Thomas McCalla, John D. Morton, Millard Hamlin, George Campbell, Edward W. Steiger, Samuel Davis, Lafayette D. Settle, Mrs J. E. Wright, Isabel Campbell, Anjaline Campbell, Emma O. Morton, Hillary Wright, Laura Boon, Jane M. McCalla, Margaret Virginia Biggers, Fanny Steiger, Fanny A. Buford, S. M. McCalla, [and] Martha L. Settle, all being examined by the moderator before the session and having given satisfactory evidence of a change of heart, of their

[60]

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, they were all received in[to] the Church by giving them the right hand of fellowship. Session then elected Jas Lusk delegate to Presbytery to meet at Corinth Saturday before the fifth Sabbath in October and D. Settle alternate. D. Settle was chosen delegate to Synod to meet in Memphis and A. J. Biggers alternate. Session adjourned. 







D. Settle, C. S.

Dec’r the 4th 1870

Session met. Opened with prayer by the moderator. Present, the Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, Jas Lusk, A. J. Biggers and David Settle. Miss Susan Ann and Martha Ann Campbell presented a letter from Ebenezer Presbyterian Church which was received. Adjourned.







D. Settle, C. S.
[61]

March the 5th 1871

Session met. Present Reverend D. A. Todd invited as moderator, Jas Lusk, A. J. Biggers, R. R. Morrison & David Settle. Opened with prayer. Application was made by Mrs Lydda Buford for letters of dismission for herself and her daughter and son-in-law now in Attala County. James M. and Mrs H. E. W. Lewis, it was ordered, the clerk should hand their letters. Adjourned.







D. Settle, C. S.

March 19th
Session met. Present J. A. Kimmons, A. J. Biggers, James Lusk & David Settle. Opened with prayer. David Settle was chosen delegate to Presbytery next to meet at Hopewell
 on Thursday before the third Sabbath in April next at Eleven a.m. Adjourned.








D. Settle, C. S.

[62]

July 16th 1871

There being a deficiency in Ruling Elders, Brother L. D. Settle was elected and to be ordained on the first Sabbath in August, and also J. F. McCalla was elected Deacon.








D. Settle, C. S.

August 20th
This being the day set apart the Ruling Elder elected and the Deacon elected were or​dained by the Reverend J. A. Kimmons.








D. Settle, C. S.

Sept the 3rd
Session met. Present J. A. Biggers, Jas Lusk, L. D. Settle elders. Invited to act as mod​erator Rev’d O. F. Rogers. Mr. Thomas H. Morrison having applied for a letter of dis​missal from the church, it was ordered the clerk should give him a letter. Opened & closed by prayer.








D. Settle, C. S.

[63]
Sept 17th
Session met. Present the Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, J. A. Biggers, James Lusk, L. D. Settle, & David Settle. Opened with prayer. It being the time to elect delegates to the Presbytery and Synod, L. D. Settle was elected principal to both Presbytery and Synod. David Settle alternate to Presbytery and A. J. Biggers alternate to Synod. Presbytery to meet at Flor​ence, Ala. in Oct and Synod to meet in Jackson, Tennessee in October next.








D. Settle, C. S.

Oct 1st
Session met.  Opened with prayer by moderator, the Reverend J. A. Kimmons.  Present A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk, L. D. Settle and David Settle. The Door of the Church was opened to receive members. Mr. William Burges,

[64]

Cate Steiger and Miss Dink Robinson presented themselves for membership. Being examined as to their faith in Christ and baptized were received in full fellowship as brethren.
 Adjourned.








D. Settle, C. S.

[65]

January the 4th 1872

Session met. Members Present. Rev J. A. Kimmons, Mod., James Lusk, David Settle, A. J. Biggers, L. David Settle. Opened with prayer by the moderator. Mr David Settle resigned the office of Clerk of Session. Resignation rec’d. L. David Settle nominated and elected. Nominated and elected Mrs Francis V. Warren, now the wife of Jas P. Reed made an application for a letter of dismissal to join the Presbyterian Church at Iuka
 which was granted, she being a member in good standing. Session adjourned. 







L. David Settle, C. S.

[66]

March 24th 1872

Session met. Members present- Rev J. A. Kimmons, Mod., L. D. Settle, David Settle, A. J. Biggers, James Lusk. Opened with prayer by the moderator Rev J. A. Kimmons. Mrs S. J. McCarley was rec’d as a member in full fellowship by a certificate from the Water Valley Church. Elder A. J. Biggers was put in nomination as a delegate to Presbytery, was elected. David Settle elected as alternate to Presbytery to meet at Tupelo, Miss.
 Session adjourned.
L. D. Settle, C. S.
[67]
Examined and approved in Presbytery.

At Tupelo April 19th 1872: with the following exception viz- There is no report to the session by the elders appointed to represent the Church in the last two meetings of Pres​bytery as to their attendance or non-attendance.








O. F. Rogers, Mod.

[68]








May 12, 1872

Session met. Opened with prayer by Rev J. A. Kimmons. Members present- David Settle, L. D. Settle, A. J. Biggers, James Lusk & R. R. Morrison. Elder delegated to Presbytery made his report that he attended Presbytery, attended all of that body’s meetings until adjournment. There being no other business before the session it adjourned.







L. D. Settle, C. S.

[69]

June 23rd 1872

Session met, opened with prayer by the Mod, Rev Jno A. Kimmons. Members present Jas Lusk, A. J. Biggers, David Settle, L. D. Settle. A letter of dismissal was granted to Mrs. V. K. Knight, a member of good standing to join the Presbyterian Church at Corinth. There being no other business before the session it adjourned.







L. D. Settle, C. S.

[70]


Sept 1st
Session met. Opened with prayer by the Moderator Rev O. F. Rogers, Rev J. A. Kim​mons absent. Elders present J. A. Biggers, Jas Lusk, L. D. Settle. J. A. Biggers was elected as delegate to Presbytery & Synod, L. D. Settle alternate. Presbytery at Court​land
 & Synod at Tuscumbia, Ala. Mrs Rosy Morrison made application for letter to join the Presbyterian Church at Corinth which was granted, and the Rev J. A. Kim​mons requested to write said letter. No other business, the session adjourned with prayer by the moderator pro tem.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[71]
Session of New Hope met, opened with prayer, the moderator Rev J. A. Kimmons absent. At the solicitation of the elders Rev J. H. Gaillard acted as moderator pro tem. Elders present D. Settle, Jas Lusk, A. J. Biggers, D. A. Settle. Miss Rollie Boon presented her​self for membership & was received & baptized after being examined. No other busi​ness before the session it adjourned.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[72]

Oct 27th 1872

Session of New Hope Church met, opened with prayer by the moderator Rev J. A. Kimmons. Members present, D/ Settle, A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk, Rob’t Morrison & L. D. Settle. The delegate to presbytery Mr A. J. B[iggers] gave in his report that he attended regular to all the meeting of that body. No other business, the session closed.








J. A. Kimmons, Mod.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[73]

March 23rd 1873

Session of New Hope Church met, opened with prayer by the Moderator Rev Jno A. Kimmons. Members present A. J. Biggers, L. D. Settle, David Settle. Dr L. A. Hill & wife presented their letter from Shiloh Church, South Carolina & were rec’d in full fel​lowship. Dr Hill was a ruling elder of said church session. Petition of Mrs Marg. L. Gordon & Sue Brevard for letters of dismissal was accepted & ordered to be forwarded. Delegate for Presbytery elected. L. D. Settle, principal, David Settle alternate. No other business, session closed.








J. A. Kimmons, Mod.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[74]
April 13th 1873

Session of New Hope Church met, opened with prayer by the Rev J. A. Kimmons. Mem​bers present A. J. Biggers, L. D. Settle, James Lusk. A petition was presented by Miss Fannie Buford through the moderator for a letter of dismissal to join the Presbyterian Church at Durant, Miss. Petition granted & clerk ordered to forward immediately. No other business, session adjourned.








J. A. Kimmons, Mod.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

Examined & approved in presbytery at Oxford, April 18th 1873

Jno N. Waddel, Mod’r

[75]
May 10th 1873

Session of New Hope Church opened with prayer by the mod., Rev. J. A. Kimmons. Members present A. J. Biggers, David Settle, Jas Lusk, L. D. Settle. Petition for letter for Mr J. R. Morrison was presented by Elder A. J. Biggers & granted. Elder delegate to Presbytery reported that he attended that body’s meeting and that everything passed off harmoniously. Infant child of Dr Hill was baptized. No other business session adjourned.

J. A. Kimmons, Mod.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[76]
May 11th 1873

Session of New Hope, opened with prayer by the Mod. Rev J. A. Kimmons. Members present Jas Lusk, A. J. Biggers, L. D. Settle. Mr W. F. Walker upon examination as to his faith in Christ was rec’d into full fellowship of the Church. Infant son of Mr William Hamlin was baptized. No other business, session adjourned.








J. A. Kimmons, Mod.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[77]

August the 10th 1873

Session of New Hope Church met, opened with prayer by the Mod. Rev J. A. Kimmons. Members present Jas Lusk, David Settle, A. J. Biggers, L. D. Settle. Delegate to Presby​tery elected. Jas Lusk, L. D. Settle alternate. A motion was made by Elder David Settle that [congregation] should have an elder elected. Motion carried. Dr Hill was unani​mously elected by the members of the church & [he] accepted of the office. Day ap​pointed for installation of Elder Hill is the 4th Sabbath of August.
 No other business, session adjourned.








J. A. Kimmons, Mod.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[78]








Sept 17th 1873

Session of New Hope met. Members present Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, Mod., David Settle, A. J. Biggers, Dr Hill, L. D. Settle. Opened with prayer. Mr A. J. Biggers, elder elected to Synod, Elder L. D. Settle alternate. No other business session closed.








J. A. Kimmons, Mod.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[79]

Nov 9th 1873

Session of New Hope Church met. Rev J. A. Kimmons Mod. Elders David Settle, A. J. Biggers, Dr L. A. Hill, L. D. Settle. Opened with prayer. Letters of dismissal were granted to Miss Isabell Campbell, Miss Angaline Campbell, Mr George Campbell and the
 clerk ordered to forward said letters immediately. No other business, session closed.








J. A. Kimmons, Mod.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[80]







January 25th 1874

Session of New Hope Church met on the 25th day of January 1874. Opened with prayer by the moderator Rev J. A. Kimmons. Members present David Settle, A. J. Biggers, Dr L. A. Hill, and L. D. Settle. A petition was presented for a letter of dismissal for Mrs Sallie McDougal. Owing to some misunderstanding, a committee was appointed to wait upon her. Session met pursuant to adjournment when the above petition was acted upon and granted and clerk ordered to send letter immediately. Nothing more before session. Session adjourned.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[81]

April 12th 1874
Session of New Hope Church met April 12th 1874. Opened with prayer by the Mod. Rev J. A. Kimmons. Elders present A. J. Biggers, Jas Lusk, David Settle, Dr Hill, L. D. Settle. Elder elected to presbytery Dr. Hill. A. J. Biggers alternate. It was moved and seconded that we review the roll of the church members. Motion carried and clerk ordered to enroll the names of all regular attendants at the house of worship. A reorganization of the Sab​bath school was ordered by the session & Dr Hill elected as superintendent. No other business, session adjourned.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[82]

April 26, 1874

Session of New Hope Church met April 26, 1874, opened with prayer by the Moderator, Rev J. A. Kimmons. Members present A. J. Biggers, David Settle, Jas Lusk, Dr Hill, [and] L. D. Settle. The elder elect to presbytery reported that he was prevented from attend​ing on acct. of high water. No other business, session adjourned.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[83]

August 26, 1874

Session of New Hope Church met August 26, 1874. Opened with prayer by the mod​erator, Rev J. A. Kimmons. Members present Dr Hill, David Settle, A. J. Biggers, [and] L. D. Settle. Bro Thos McCalla placed a petition before the session requesting his name to be erased from the Church Book. A committee of three were appointed to wait upon him & learn his reasons. L. D. Settle, Dr. Hill, and A. J. Biggers composed said com​mittee. A committee was also appointed by the moderator to wait upon Bro Jno W. Savage, it being reported to the session that Bro Savage had violated the rules of the Church. Said committee composed of A. J. Biggers & Dr Hill. No further business the session adjourned.







L. D. Settle, C. S.

[84]








Sept 13th 1874

Session met Sept 13th 1874.  Members present, A. J. Biggers, Dr Hill, James Lusk, L. D. Settle, David Settle. Opened with prayer by the mod, Rev J. A. Kimmons. Miss Adda Hill presented herself to session for membership. Upon examination as to her faith in Christ and the Christian religion, being satisfied the session rec’d her into full member​ship. Delegates elected to Presbytery to meet in Oct., Mr A. J. Biggers was elected as principal & Dr Hill as alternate. The committee appointed to wait on Mr Thos McCalla reported that he gave no satisfactory reasons and it was moved & seconded that the Mod​erator should wait upon him, motion carried. Committee to wait on Mr Savage reported that he (Mr. S.) was sorry for what he had done. Application was made for a letter of
[85]

dismissal by the Moderator for Mrs Jane Lewis. Granted. Session closed.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

Session met Sept 20th
Opened with prayer by the Mod pro tem, Rev J. H. Gaillard. Jno. Hill and David Hill presented themselves for membership. After being examined they were received into the Church upon their confession of faith. No other business, session closed.







J. H. Galliard, Mod. pro tem.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[86]

December 27th 1874

Session of New Hope Church met December 27th 1874. Opened with prayer by the mod​erator Rev J. A. Kimmons. Members present David Settle, A. J. Biggers, L. D. Settle. A petition was presented for letter of dismissal for William Morrison. Granted. Session closed.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

Sessional Meeting March 11th 1875

Opened with prayer by the Rev J. A. Kimmons. Members present D. Settle, A. J. Biggers, L. A. Hill, L. D. Settle. An election was held for delegate to Presbytery. L. A. Hill was elected as principal, L. D. Settle as alternate. No other business, session closed.







L. D. Settle, C. S.

[87]

Examined and approved in Pres. at Bethel, April 24, 1875.—J. A. Sloan, Mod.

Session met Sept 12th 1875

Opened with prayer by the moderator Rev J. A. Kimmons. Members present, A. J. Biggers, Dr Hill, David Settle, Jas Lusk, L. D. Settle. L. D. Settle was elected as delegate to presbytery, A. J. Biggers as alternate. No other business Session closed.







J. A. Kimmons, Mod.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[88]








Oct 24th 1875

Session of New Hope Church met Oct 24th 1875. Opened with prayer by the Rev J. Kimmons. Members present A. J. Biggers, David Settle, L. D. Settle. Elder elect to presbytery failed to attend on acct. of sickness & financial pressure.
 The Mod. reported that Presbytery was not full but everything passed off harmoniously. An election was held to send delegate to Synod. A. J. Biggers was elected as principal & L. A. Settle as alternate. No other business. Session adjourned.







J. A. Kimmons, Mod.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[89]

March 5, 1876

Session of New Hope met March 5, 1876. Opened with prayer by Elder David Settle. Members present- L. A. Hill, A. J. Biggers, David Settle, L. D. Settle. A petition was presented for a letter of dismissal for Sister Mattie McDougal which was granted. No other business Session adjourned.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

March the 26th
Session of New Hope met, opened with prayer by Elder David Settle. Members present L. D. Settle, A. J. Biggers, David Settle. An election was held for delegate to Presbytery. L. A. Hill elected as principal, A. J. Biggers as alternate. No other business. Session ad​journed.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

[90]

Session met Apl 6th 1876

Opened with prayer by the Rev J. A. Kimmons. Invited to act as Mod. Members present A. J. Biggers, L. A. Hill, David Settle. Upon their own application a letter of dismissal was granted to L. B. Mitchel & his wife Miss M. J. Mitchel & clerk of session ordered to forward the same. No other business. Session adjourned.








L. D. Settle, C. S.

Examined and approved,

April [date indecipherable] 1876,

Baldwyn—J. H. Gaillard, mod.

[91]

April the 8th 1877

Session met. Present A. J. Biggers and D. Settle. Present. The Reverend George Hall, of Fayette, Tennessee, being present was invited to act as moderator. Opened with prayer. Mr. L. D. Settle having asked by letter for a letter of dismission from New Hope Church, it was ordered that he have a letter of dismission. Mr William D. Kimmons asked by letter for a letter of dismission from New Hope Church to join the Church at Corinth which was ordered to be given. Session then elected Dr L. A. Hill principal and A. J. Biggers alter​nate to Presby. No other business. Adjourned.







D. Settle, C. S.

[92]

Session met and was opened with prayer by Dr F. Patton, who was invited to act as moderator. Members present, A. J. Biggers, D. Settle, L. A. Hill, J. F. Thompson. Bro. L. D. Settle, having been dismissed by letter, Bro J. H. Thompson was duly elected Clerk of Session. Bro J. H. Thompson was elected principal and Bro W. F. Wallace, alternate, to attend the Fall meeting of Presbytery. There being no other business, Session adjourned.








J. F. Thompson, C. S.

[93]

New Hope, Oct 14th 1877

Session met. Members present. D. Settle, A. J. Biggers, J. Lusk, A. Hill, W. F. Wallace, J. F. Thompson. No minister being present Eld. D. Settle was invited to act as moderator. Session was then constituted with prayer by acting moderator. Bro J. F. Thompson, delegate to Presbytery, reported his attendance to the meeting of Presbytery at Tupelo, Miss. The members of the session individually gave two dollars for the education of a colored candidate for the ministry
 now under care of Chickasaw Presbytery. Bro W. F. Wallace was elected delegate to attend the meeting of Synod, at Memphis, Nov 8th ’77. No other business. Session adjourned.








J. F. Thompson, C. S.

[94]
New Hope, March 24th 1878

Session met and was constituted with prayer by Rev J. S. Black,
 acting moderator. Mem​bers present A. J. Biggers, D. Settle, W. F. Wallace, J. F. Thompson. Bro L. A. Hill as principal and Bro A. J. Biggers, as alternate were elected delegates to Presbytery. No other business. Session was closed with prayer by moderator.

Examined in presbytery at Unity
April 18th 1878—J. H. Gaillard

[95]

New Hope, April 28, 1878

Session met and was opened with prayer by moderator, Rev J. S. Black. Members pres​ent. D. Settle, A. J. Biggers, L. A. Hill, Jas Lusk, J. F. Thompson. Dr. L. A. Hill, delegate to Presbytery appeared, and reported the performance of that duty. On motion a certifi​cate of membership was granted, at her own request, to Mrs Mary J. Turner, to connect herself with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. On motion it was resolved to take up a collection quarterly for the purpose of defraying the incidental expenses
 of the Church. No other business. Session closed with prayer.

J. F. Thompson, C. S.

 [96]

New Hope, May 11, ‘78

Session met. Members present D. Settle, A. J. Biggers, L. A. Hill, J. F. Thompson. Opened with prayer by moderator, Rev. J. S. Black. Miss Lide Hill pre​sented herself and after due examination as to her faith, was received into full mem​ber​ship, and her name ordered to be placed upon the roll. No other business. Session closed with prayer.








J. F. Thompson, C. S.

[97]

New Hope, Aug 1878

Session met. Present: L. A. Hill. A. J. Biggers. Opened with prayer by the moderator, Rev. J. S. Black. Miss Sallie Biggers, being examined as to her faith, was rec’d into the Church and her name ordered to be placed upon the roll. No other business. Session closed with prayer. 








J. F. Thompson, C. S.

New Hope Sept 1 1878

Session was constituted with prayer by the moderator, Rev J. S. Black. Present A. J. Biggers, D. Settle, Jas Lusk, J. F. Thompson. Bro W. F. Wallace was chosen principal commissioner to Presbytery & A. J. Biggers alternate. J. F. Thompson was chosen princi​pal delegate to Synod & W. F. Wallace alternate. Closed with prayer.







J. F. Thompson, C. S.

[98]

New Hope March 1879
Session met and opened with prayer by the moderator, Rev. R. O. Horne. Present A. J. Biggers, Dr L. A. Hill, J. F. Thompson. One motion Bro D. Settle was chosen as principal delegate to Presbytery, which meets at Corinth, Miss., April 17th, ’79 and Bro A. J. Big​gers was chosen alternate. No other business. Session closed with prayer.








J. F. Thompson, C. S.

Examined and approved except that there is no report of compliance or noncompliance from delegates to Pres. elected Sept 1878. Wm A. Gray, Mod.

[99]

New Hope Oct 1879

Session met. Opened with prayer by the moderator, Rev J. A. Kimmons. Present: A. J. Biggers, L. A. Hill, D. Settle, J. F. Thompson. Bro W. F. Wallace was chosen principal delegate to Presbytery, and J. F. Thompson alternate. Miss Sallie Hill presented herself, and after examination as to her faith, she was rec’d in full membership, and her name ordered to be placed upon the roll. No other business. Session adjourned.








J. F. Thompson, C. S.

[100]

New Hope Oct 1879

Session met. Opened with prayer by the moderator, Rev. J. A. Kimmons. Present A. J. Biggers, D. Settle, L. A. Hill. Miss Mollie Biggers, presenting herself, and expressing faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, was received into full membership and her name ordered [entered] upon the roll.








J. F. Thompson, C. S.

[101]

At the fall meeting of Presbytery at Walnut Creek Church.
 Present A. J. Biggers, D. Settle, L. A. Hill, J. F. Thompson. No other business. Session adjourned. 

New Hope June 27th 1880

The session of New Hope Church was called to order and opened with prayer by the moderator. The following letter having been submitted, the session according to Chapt [space left blank for reference], Sec. [space left blank for reference], of the Book of Church Order, proceeded to the consideration of the matter before them.

“To the Session of New Hope Church

Brethren: I confess to you, that

[102]

having been overcome by temptation, I have been guilty of the violation of the Seventh Commandment, but hope I have sincerely repented of this sin, and believe that God, in his infinite mercy has forgiven me.

I hereby submit my case to you & ask you to dispose of it as shall best promote God’s glory & my individual good & [indecipherable word] an interest in your prayers.








Kate Steger”

(a true copy)

After due and prayerful consideration, it was resolved to suspend Sister Kate Steger from the sacraments of the Church for six months, commencing from date, in accordance

[103]

with the provisions of the Book of Church Order Chap [blank space left for reference], Sec. [blank space left for reference]. The Clerk of the session was ordered to acquaint Sister Kate Steger with the action of the session.

There being no other business, the session was closed with prayer.








M. C. Hutton, Moderator








J. F. Thompson, Clerk

New Hope, July 22 ‘80
Session met. Opened with prayer by the moderator. The clerk of the session reported a discharge of the duty enjoined upon him by the session at its last meeting. The session at its last meeting. There being no other business the session was closed with prayer.








J. F. Thompson, C. S.








M. C. Hutton, Mod.

[104]

New Hope Sep 12th 1880

The session was constituted with prayer by the moderator. Bro. W. F. Wallace was chosen principal delegate to the fall meeting of Presbytery. J. F. Thompson, alternate. Dr. L. A. Hill, principal delegate to Synod. A. J. Biggers, alternate. The session decided to remain open during the progress of the present meeting. Session took recess subject to the call of the moderator.







M. C. Hutton, Mod.

[105]

New Hope Sept 19th 1880

The session was called to order by the moderator. The following persons presented them​selves, and after due examination, were received in full membership, and their names ordered to be placed upon the roll. R. J. McCalla, L. P. McCalla, Wm Williams, Fanny N. Hill. It was decided to celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper quarterly. Session took recess subject to the moderator’s call.








J. F. Thompson, C. S.








M. C. Hutton, Mod.

[106]

New Hope, Sept 20th 1880

The session was called to order by the moderator. Mr. R. P. Simmons, J. H. Lewis, [and] T. A. Wright, upon examination were received into the Church. Session closed with prayer.


















J. F. Thompson, C. S.








M. C. Hutton, Mod.

New Hope Nov 1880

The session met and was constituted with prayer by the moderator. It was decided to call a congregational meeting at the close of the day’s service. J. F. Thompson was requested to moderate the meeting. Letters of dismission to the Corinth Church were granted to J. F. Thompson and Mary A. Thompson and their children W. M. Thompson, F. C. Thomp​son, and H. P. Thompson. Closed with prayer.








J. F. Thompson, Clerk

[107]
New Hope Apr. 10, 1881

The session met, opened with prayer. Members present D. Settle, A. J. Biggers, Dr. L. A. Hill. The mod. being absent in consequence of sickness in his family. Dr. L. A. Hill was chosen as mod. Dr. L. A. Hill was elected as principal delegate, and A. J. Biggers alternate to attend the meeting of Presbytery on the 14th, inst., at Ripley. Closed with prayer.








L. A. Hill, Mod.

Examined & approved in Presbytery at Ripley, April 15th 1881.
J. W. Rosebrough, Mod.
[108]

New Hope June 12th 1881

Session met, and was opened with prayer by our Stated Supply, Rev. M. C. Hutton who moderated the meeting by request. Members present- D. Settle, Dr. L. A. Hill, J. Lusk, A. J. Biggers, L. A. Hill, R. P. McCalla, W. F. Wallace. R. J. McCalla was elected clerk of session. Mrs. M. D. Roberts was received as a member of this church by certificate from Bethel Church. Dr. L. A. Hill reported his attendance at the spring meeting of Presbytery at Ripley, which report was received and adopted. At his own request a letter of dis​mission was granted to Mr. J. H. Steger. Session closed with prayer.







R. J. McCalla, C. S.

[109]

New Hope Sept 23, ‘81

Session met and opened with prayer by the mod. Present, D. Settle, A. J. Biggers, Dr. L. A. Hill, W. F. Wallace, D. A. Hill, R. P. McCalla. Minutes of last meeting read and appro​ved. An election for delegates to represent this church in Presbytery which con​venes at New Hope Sept. 29th, and in Synod at Memphis. Nov. 2nd, was held with the following results-viz: To Presbytery, D. Settle principal, A. J. Biggers alternate; To Synod, R. P. McCalla principal, W. F. Wallace alternate. Church narrative read and adopted. Session closed with prayer. 







M. C. Hutton, Mod., pro tem.








R. J. McCalla, C. S.

New Hope, Oct. 2, ‘81

Session met and was opened with prayer. Present- D. Settle, J. Lusk, A. J. Biggers, D. A. Hill, R. J. McCalla. Miss Ella Morton was received into the church upon profession of faith in Jesus Christ.








M. C. Hutton, Mod., pro tem.








R. J. McCalla, C. S.

[110]

New Hope, Dec. 18, 1881

The session met and was opened with prayer by the Mod. Rev’d M. C. Hutton. Members present- A. J. Biggers, Dr L. A. Hill, W. F. Wallace, D. A. Hill. The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. R. P. McCalla our former clerk, having left our bounds, D. A. Hill was elected clerk of session. Miss Minnie Biggers presented herself for mem​bership. After a satisfactory examination she was received into full membership. Mr J. H. Steger having returned his certificate, was rec’d back into this church. The official reports from the delegates to the fall meetings of Presbytery and Synod being present; it was stated that they both attended the meetings
[111]

and discharged their duties. No other business being on hand the Session closed with prayer. 








M. C. Hutton, Mod., pro tem.








D. A. Hill, C. S.

New Hope, Jan. 29, 1882

Session met and was opened with prayer by the mod, Rev. J. A. Sloan.
 Present. D. Settle, L. A. Hill, D. A. Hill. The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. At their own request certificates of dismission were granted to the
[112]

following persons, viz: Mrs. A. E. McCalla, Miss Sallie McCalla, Miss Maggie McCalla, Mr J. T. McCalla, Mr. G. A. McCalla, Mr. R. J. McCalla, Mr. L. P. McCalla, Mr. T. D. McCalla, and Mr J. M. Lewis. No other business, Session closed. 

J. A. Sloan, Mod., pro tem.

D. A. Hill, Clk.

[113]

New Hope Apr. 2, 1883

The session was called to order, and opened with prayer by the acting Mod., Rev. J. A. Sloan. Present, D. Settle, A. J. Biggers, L. A. Hill, D. A. Hill. The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. D. A. Hill was elected principal, and A. J. Biggers alternate delegates to the spring meeting of Presbytery. A narrative, to Presbytery, of the state of religion within our bounds, was read and approved. No other business, Session closed.
J. A. Sloan, Mod., pro tem.

D. A. Hill, C. S.

[114]

Examined and approved in Presbytery at Booneville, April 13, 1882.








J. A. Sloan, Mod.

[115]

New Hope Sep. 3, ‘82

The session met and was constituted with prayer by the acting Mod. Rev. J. A. Sloan. Present, D. Settle, L. A. Hill, W. F. Wallace, D. A. Hill. The delegate to the spring meet​ing of Presbytery reported his attendance, and the discharge of his duties. W. F. Wallace was elected as principal delegate to the fall meeting of Presbytery, and D. A. Hill was elected as alternate. D. A. Hill was elected as principal delegate to Synod, and W. F. Wal​lace alternate. No other business, Session ad​journed.







J. A. Sloan, Mod., pro tem.








D. A. Hill, C. S.

[116]

New Hope Dec 3 ‘82

Session met. D. Settle, L. A. Hill and D. A. Hill were present. Rev. J. A. Sloan, by re​quest, acted as Mod. Opened with prayer. D. A. Hill reported his attendance of the last meeting of Synod, At Florence, Ala. On motion the following paper was adopted, and ordered to be transcribed in our book of records, and a copy furnished the family of the deceased, viz:

In Memoriam

A. J. Biggers was born in North Carolina, on the 26th of August, 1815, and departed this life, at his residence near New Hope Church, in Alcorn Co., Mississippi, on the 1st of July, 1882.
The subject of this sketch was 
[117]

left an orphan at a very early age—his father dying when he was but six weeks old. While he was still a tender infant, his mother moved to what is known as Middle Tennessee; but was removed from him by death when he was only about nine years old.

After the death of his mother, he was under the care and direction of an uncle, with whom he lived until he arrived at the age of twenty-one years. In the meantime he had moved with his uncle to West Tenn. Some time after he had arrived at his majority, he attended a revival meeting at Rehoboth Church in Fayette County, when he made a profession of the religion of Jesus Christ, and a short time afterwards, made his profession in public, by uniting with the church at Bethany, in Hardeman County. At some subsequent period he was elected and ordained a Deacon in Bethany 
[118]

Church. On the 12th of February 1850, he was married to Miss Martha Elizabeth Mor​rison, who, with seven children survive him. One lovely daughter, just merged into womanhood, preceded him to a heavenly inherit​ance, just a few years [ago].

On the 9th of June 1855, he and his very estimable lady became members of New Hope Church, and on the 3rd of June 1860 he was elected as Deacon in that church, and served acceptably as such, until the 1st of May 1865, when he was elected as Ruling Elder, in which capacity he served faithfully and efficiently, until he received the summons that transferred him to the church above.
He was a loving husband, and kind father. He was just, benevolent, kind and considerate. His Christian character shone in all his intercourse with his fellow-men. He was a cheer​ful and

[119]

pleasant associate, and was beloved by all who knew him.

He bore all his afflictions with patience, and endured the sufferings of his last illness with​​out murmuring.

As an officer of the church he was efficient. His perceptions were clear, and his judgment good; and although normally a very modest man, yet he did not shrink from the discharge of any duty he was able to perform. 

As a session we miss his counsel. We feel the loss. We sympathize with the bereft family. But while his removal from our midst causes a sad vacancy with us, to him the transfer is eternal gain.








D. A. Hill, C. S.

[120]

page left blank

[121]

Examined and approved in Presbytery at Tupelo, April 21, 1883.

W. T. Savage, Moderator.

[122]

Session met, and was constituted with prayer. Present: D. Settle, W. F. Wallace, L. A. Hill, D. A. Hill. By request Rev. W. V. Frierson acted as Mod. D. A. Hill was chosen as principal delegate to the fall meeting of Presbytery, and W. F. Wallace as alternate. Dr L. A. Hill was chosen as principal delegate to the next meeting of Synod, and L. A. Hill as alternate. No other business, Session adjourned.







W. V. Frierson, Mod., pro tem.








D. A. Hill, C. S.

[123]

New Hope, Feb. 24, 1884

Session met, and was opened with prayer by Rev. I. P. Osborne,
 who, by request, acted as moderator. D. Settle and L. A. Hill, present. Bro. L. B. Mitchell, a ruling elder in Corinth Church being present, was invited to a seat with us as a corresponding member. L. A. Hill was chosen as principal delegate to the next meeting of Presbytery, to convene at Leba​non Church, Apr. 3, 1884, and D. A. Hill, Alternate.

Dr. L. A. Hill presented, and read, a paper in reference to our deceased brother, Jas. Lusk, which was adopted, and ordered to be transcribed in our book of records; and a copy of the same to be furnished the family of the deceased, viz.

In Memoriam

Jas. Lusk was born in North Carolina, on the 17th of June 1803, and died at his

[124]

residence in Alcorn Co., Miss., on the 3rd of September 1883, aged eighty years, two months, and sixteen days.
Deceased was moved by his parents from his native state, to Murry [Maury] Co.,
 Tenn., when he was about two years old. At the age of about twenty four years, he was married to Miss Ellen R. Lusk, and about one year thereafter, both he and his wife made a public profession of religion by uniting themselves with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, in which connection they remained about twenty eight years. The particular church with which they were connected becoming vacant, and being without preaching in their own connection; they transferred their membership to the Presbyterian Church. In the year 1858, about three years after changing their church relations, they moved, with their family to Tishomingo Co.—now Alcorn Co., in Mississippi, where they settled, and lived the remainder of his natural life

[125]

On the 6th of Nov. 1859, they connected themselves with the church of New Hope. On the 1st of May 1865, Brother Lusk was ordained a ruling elder in that church, in which capacity he served acceptably until he was called hence by the Master.
He was the father of ten children, two sons and eight daughters, all of whom he lived to see become professors of the religion of Jesus Christ. Seven of his children are still liv​ing, who with his wife are left to mourn his absence.

Our deceased brother was a good and respected citizen—a kind, loving, husband and father; and although modest, yet a faithful and earnest officer in the church. He loved the house of God, and the services of the sanctuary. He was seldom absent from the services of the church, except when prevented by bodily infirmity. He had been for many years a sufferer from pectoral disease; but bore his sufferings with patience. During his last ill​ness, his suffering was

[126]

great, but he was submissive to the will of the Lord, and not a murmur escaped his lips. He was well aware of his approaching dissolution, and desired to retain the proper exer​cise of his mind to the last, which desire was granted him. His prospects for heaven were bright. He gave ample evidence of his acceptance with Christ, and his readiness to go wherever the Lord called him. All that he seemed to regret was the separation from his loved ones. A Presbyterian minister visited him a few days before his death, and engaged in appropriate religious services with him, which he appeared to enjoy greatly. The day before his decease, the writer visited him, and in taking leave of him remarked that, “If in the providence of God, we are not permitted to meet again on earth; I hope we will meet in Heaven.” His reply was, “The prospect seems to be very good.” A few more remarks were made by the writer, and amongst them the following: “You

[127]

feel then that Jesus is near you.” His prompt and implative reply was, “Yes.” His end was peace. He finally fell asleep in Jesus, with a calm and pleasant expression of counten​ance.

We tender our heart-felt sympathies to the widow, and family of our much beloved and respected brother.








Adjourned,








I. P. Osborne, Mod. pro tem.








D. A. Hill, C. S.

New Hope, March 23rd 1884

Session met & was constituted with prayer by Dr L. A. Hill. [Present] D. A. Hill & D. Settle. L. B. Mitchell, elder of Corinth Church being present, was invited to a seat as [a] corresponding member. Minutes of last meeting read & approved. D. A. Hill, delegate to sessions of last Presbytery reported, which report was approved. The reports to Presby​tery, consisting of Systematic Beneficence, statistical [reports and reports of] Sabbath schools, were submitted by the clk & approved. The Narrative was also read by the clk & approved.







Session adjourned.








D. A. Hill, Clk.








I. P. Osborne, Mod.

[128]

Examined and approved with [the] following exceptions, viz. There was no meeting held from Aug ’83 to Feb 1, 1884.

W. J. Sinnott, Chairman of Com.

Lebanon Ch., Toccopola, Apr. 4, 1884.

James W. Graham, Moderator
May 7, 1884

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Present D. Settle, L. A. Hill. At their own request letters of dismission were granted to Millard Hamlin and wife. On motion Session adjourned.
[130]








Rev.  I. P. Osborne, Mod., pro tem.








New Hope, May 25, ‘84
Session met and was opened with prayer. Present: D. Settle, L. A. Hill, W. F. Wallace, L. B. Mitchell. Upon profession of faith in Christ, Mr. Harris Steger was received into full communion in this church. No other business, Session adjourned.








I. P. Osborne, Mod., pro tem.

[131]
New Hope, Aug 23, 1884

Session met; was constituted with prayer by Bro D. Settle. Members present, D. Settle, L. A. Hill, D. A. Hill. At her own request a letter of dismission was granted Mrs Sallie Mc​Dougal. It was decid3ed to let the session remain open, for the transaction of any busi​ness that might present itself during the series of meetings which commence to-day. 







Aug. 24, ‘84

Members present, D. Settle, L. A. Hill, W. F. Wallace, L. B. Mitchell, and D. A. Hill. Mr John Kimmons presented himself for membership, and after passing a satisfactory exami​nation was received and his name ordered to be put on the roll.








Sept. 2, ‘84

Members present, D. Settle, Capt. L. B. Mitchell, [and] L. A. Hill. Miss Jennie Steger was received

[132]

into full membership, by certificate from the Corinth M. E. Church. Mrs Annie Osborne was received into full membership by a certificate from the Free Will Baptist Church. Upon profession of their faith in Christ the following persons were received into full com​munion in this church: Miss Fannie Hamlin, Miss Alice Steger, Miss Lula C. Os​borne, Miss Lizzie M. Osborne, Miss Martha E. Osborne, Mr. R. W. Osborne, R. C. Gore, Mr. J. D. Biggers, Mr. W. F. Osborne, Mr Charley Wright, Mr. J. R. Settle, Mr. J. E. Wright. Bro. Wm F. Wallace was selected as the principal delegate to the fall meeting of Presbytery, and Bro. L. B. Mitchell, alternate. 

[133]








Sept 2, ‘84

Members present, D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell, and D. A. Hill. Mrs Madgie Settle was received into full communion in this church, by a certificate from Bethel M. E. Church. The following persons were received into full membership in this church, upon profes​sion of faith in Christ, viz: W. T. Rook, Abe Jobe, and R. L. Walker. No other business, session closed.

Rev. I. P. Osborne, Mod., pro tem.

D. A. Hill, C. S.

New Hope, Sept. 28, 1884

Session met and was constituted with prayer by the acting Mod., Rev I. P. Osborne.

[134]

Members present, D. Settle, L. A. Hill, L. B. Mitchell, and D. A. Hill. On motion, Mrs Tabitha Jobe was received into this church, by a certificate from the M. E. Church South. The following persons, viz: Mr. Rufus Whittle, Mr. Walter G. Mitchell, and Miss Lina Mitchell, were all received into full communion in this church, upon examination. Bro. L. B. Mitchell was called upon, and gave satisfactory reasons for not attending the fall meet​ing of Presbytery. He was elected as principal delegate to the next meeting of Synod, and Bro. W. F. Wallace alternate. A congregational meeting was appointed for the second Sabbath in Oct., to consider the matter of employing a minister for next year. No other business, Session closed.







I. P. Osborne, Mod., pro tem.








D. A. Hill, C. S.
[135]

New Hope Jan’y 4, 1885

Session met and was constituted with prayer. D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell, and Dr. L. A. Hill, present. No business. Adjourned.








I. P. Osborne, Mod., pro tem.








L. A. Hill, C. S., pro tem.

New Hope, April 5, 1885

Session met and was constituted with prayer by Rev. I. P. Osborne, acting moderator. D. Settle, Capt. L. B. Mitchell, and Dr. L. A. Hill present. A “Narrative” of the state of religion within the bounds of New Hope, during the past year was read and adopted, ready to be presented to presbytery. The statistical report, the report on systematic beneficence, and the report on Sabbath schools were also approved. Dr L. A. Hill as principal and Capt. L. B. Mitchell as alternate delegate to next Presbytery, were then chosen.







Session adjourned,








L. A. Hill, Clerk, pro tem.

[136]

Examined and approved in Presbytery at Corinth, April 24th 1885 with the following exceptions:

1. On pages April 26th 1884, May 7, ‘84 and Aug 23 1884 members receive letters of dismission without saying to what church dismissed.

2. Record does not show that the present are Ruling Elders.

3. Book not paged.








Jas K. P. Newton, Moderator

[137]

New Hope May 16, 1885

Session met and was constituted with prayer by the acting moderator Rev. I. P. Osborne. Elders present, D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell, L. A. Hill. L. A. Hill reported attendance at Presbytery in Corinth on [indecipherable] and day following. Session then took recess until next day.

New Hope, May 17, 1885

Elders present, D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell, L. A. Hill. As was publicly announced on yes​terday, the session remained constituted, and a public call was made for candidates for church membership. None presenting themselves, and no other business being before Ses​sion, it adjourned.







I. P. Osborne, Mod.








L. A. Hill, clerk pro tem.

[138]

New Hope, Aug. 4, 1885

Session met and was constituted with prayer by Rev I. P. Osborne, the acting moderator.  D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell and L. A. Hill, present. Miss Margaret Jane Morton was received into the full communion of the church on profession of her faith in Christ. Session ad​journed to meet at the call of the moderator.
New Hope, Aug 9, 1885

Session was convened by a call of the moderator according to adjournment, D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell, and L. A. Hill present. Miss C. J. V. Hill and Mr. G. L. Brewer were then on profession of their faith received into the full communion of the church. Session ad​journed.








I. P. Osborne, Mod.








L. A. Hill, clerk pro tem.

[139]

New Hope, Sept.6, 1885

Session met and was opened with prayer. Elders present, D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell and L. A. Hill. L. A. Hill was chosen as delegate to next presbytery, and L. B. Mitchell alter​nate. Session then adjourned.








I. P. Osborne, acting moderator








L. A. Hill, Clerk pro tem.

New Hope, Dec. 6, 1885

Session met and was constituted by prayer by Rev. I. P. Osborne as moderator. Elders present, L. B. Mitchell & L. A. Hill. L. A. Hill reported his attendance at the last Pres’by which report was received & adopted. Session then adjourned.








I. P. Osborne, acting moderator








L. A. Hill, Clerk pro tem.

[140]

New Hope March 14, 1886

Session met and was constituted with prayer by Rev. I. P. Osborne, acting Mod. Elders present L. A. Hill, L. B. Mitchell. L. B. Mitchell was elected as principal & L. A. Hill as alternate delegates to the next meeting of Presbytery.








L. A. Hill, Clerk pro tem.

New Hope Church

April 11th 1886

Session met, opened with prayer by Rev. I. P. Osborne, Mod’r. Elders present, D. Settle & L. B. Mitchell. The statistical report, sessional report on systematic beneficence, session report on Sabbath school, and narrative report to Presbytery, were received and adopted. No further business, session closed.








I. P. Osborne, acting moderator








L. A. Hill, Clerk pro tem.

[141]

Examined & approved in Presbytery at Saltillo, Apr 17, 1886

[142]

New Hope, May 9, 1886

Session was called to order and opened with prayer by the acting mod., Rev I. P. Os​borne. Elders present. D. Settle, L. A. Hill, L. B. Mitchell, D. A. Hill. Bro. L. B. Mitchell reported his attendance of Presbytery at Saltillo, which report was approved. On motion Session adjourned.







D. A. Hill, C. S.

[143]

New Hope July 25, 1886

Session met, opened with prayer by Rev. I. P. Osborne as moderator. Elders present, D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell & L. A. Hill. No business being before session it adjourned.







L. A. Hill, clerk, pro tem.

August 29, 1886

Session of New Hope Church met at Bethel Church (Methodist) and was opened with prayer by D. Settle who acted as moderator—no minister being accessible to fill the position. Elders present D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell, and L. A. Hill. The narrative to Pres​bytery was adopted and D. A. Hill appointed as principal & L. B. Mitchell as alternate delegates to Presbytery which convenes at Monroe Church Sept. 9, at 11:00 a.m. Session then adjourned.








L. A. Hill, clerk, pro tem.

[144]

New Hope Church, Sept. 26, 1886

Session met, and opened with prayer, by Rev. I. P. Osborne, Mod’r. Elders present D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell, and L. A. Hill. Sara A. Honnoll applied for a certificate of dis​mission to join the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, which was granted. No other busi​ness being before Session, it closed.








L. A. Hill, Clerk pro tem.

New Hope Church, Nov. 28, 1886

Session met and called to order by Rev. I. P. Osborne, acting moderator. Opened with prayer by L. A. Hill. Elders present, D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell and L. A. Hill. No business before session. Closed.








L. A. Hill, Clerk pro tem.

[145]

New Hope Church, Dec. 26, 1886

Session met and opened with prayer by Rev. I. P. Osborne, Moderator. Elders present, D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell & L. A. Hill. Mr. H. Hamilin, and his wife Fanny, were received by certificate from Corinth Church. No other business before session. Closed.








L. A. Hill, Clerk pro tem.

Apr. 1, 1887

Session of New Hope Church met at Capt. L. B. Mitchell’s. Elders present, L. B. Mitchell, L. A. Hill, D. A. Hill. No minister being present, Bro L. B. Mitchell was chosen as moderator. Session was opened with prayer by L. A. Hill. A narrative of the state of religion to Presbytery was read and adopted. The various reports of the church 

[146]

to Presbytery were adopted. L. A. Hill was chosen as principal delegate to Presbytery, which meets at Dumas, Miss., and L. B. Mitchell alternate. All the minutes of the previous year were examined and approved. On motion, Session adjourned.








L. A. Hill, Clerk pro tem.

Examined & approved by Presbytery at Dumas April 9, 1887, with following exceptions:

1) One quarter passed without meeting.

2) Narrative & statistical report not recorded.

3) No report of representative

4) Meetings of sessions not ordinarily opened & closed with prayer.

5) No [indecipherable] deacons.

T. D. Latimer, Mod.

[147]
New Hope, May 1st 1887

Session met. Elders D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell and L. A. Hill, present. L. B. Mitchell was chosen as moderator. Constituted with prayer. L. A. Hill presented his report as repre​sentative to Presbytery, which was received and approved.








Closed with prayer,








L. A. Hill, Clerk pro tem.

August 28, 1887
Session of New Hope met at Bro. L. B. Mitchell’s, and was opened with prayer by L. A. Hill who acted as mod., no minister being present. Elders present, L. A. Hill, L. B. Mitchell, and [indecipherable]. L. B. Mitchell was chosen as principal delegate to the fall meet​ing of Presbytery, which convenes at Troy, Miss., Sept 1st, ’87, and L. A. Hill alternate. A narrative of the state of religion was read and accepted. Ses​sion closed with prayer.








L. A. Hill, C. S.

[148]
Sept 11, 1887

Session of New Hope met. Elders present. D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell, and L. A. Hill. L. B. Mitchell acted as moderator and constituted the session with prayer. He reported attend​ance at the late meeting of Presbytery at Troy. Certificates to transfer the member​ship of the following persons were applied for, viz: Mrs. Annie Osborne, Miss Lizzie Osborne, Miss M. E. Osborne, Mr R. W. Osborne, Mr. W. F. Osborne, and Mr. R. C. Gore, which were granted and ordered to be furnished by the clerk. No other business being before the Session, it was ordered closed with prayer.







L. A. Hill, C. S., pro tem.

Narrative of the Session of New Hope Church for the year ending Aug. 31, 1887.

The church has been vacant since the first of the present year. The Ruling Elders and Deacons have, under the circumstances, endeavored to discharge their respective duties as best they could. Monthly prayer meeting services have been kept up regularly by the session, but they have not been as well attended by the members as is desirable. There has been no visible signs of a special visitation of the Holy Spirit in our 
[149]

church, but the Methodist brethren had a glorious revival in our midst, in which most of our members participated. We cannot report any general improvement in the church, or any additions to its membership. So far as known the deportment of the members is good, and while we think some individual members are steadily growing in grace, we do not know that it is so with the church as a whole. A Sabbath school is kept up in which a goodly number of the members are engaged and are doing a good and faithful work. The literature pub​lished in Richmond, Va., by our Committee of Publication, is used in the school, and at least some of our members keep up catechetical and Bible instruction in their families. Family worship is maintained in several households. Sabbath observance among our mem​​bers is commendable. The church contributes something to all the benev​olent causes of our Assembly, but the contributions are very small. A number of our mem​bers never contribute any thing. We are not aware that any of our members indulge in intemperance, worldly amusements or other forms of sin to a criminal extent. The church is not engaged in the religious instruction of the colored people. Approved & adopted by Session.








L. A. Hill, C. S., pro tem.

[150]

New Hope, Oct. 9, 1887
Session met and was constituted with prayer. Elders present, D. Settle, L. B. Mitchell and L. A. Hill. L. B. Mitchell acted as moderator. Mrs. M. A. McCord applied for a certificate of dismission to join the C. P. Church which was granted. No other business being before session it was closed with prayer.








L. A. Hill, C. S., pro tem.

April 15, 1888
Session of New Hope met at D. Settle’s. Elders present,—D. Settle and L. A. Hill. L. A. Hill as moderator opened with prayer. L. A. Hill was appointed as principal, and D. A. Hill, as alternate delegates to next presbytery. The Statistical report, the report on sys​tem​atic beneficence, the Sabbath school report and the Narrative were adopted. No fur​ther business being on hand, session closed with prayer.








L. A. Hill, C. S., pro tem.

[151]

New Hope Church, April 28, 1888.

Session met. Elders present, L. B. Mitchell, D. A. Hill and L. A. Hill. Opened with prayer by Rev. J. H. Gaillard who acted as moderator. L. A. Hill, representative to the late Pres​bytery reported non-attendance in consequence of personal sickness. His excuse was sus​tained. The following judicial action was then taken. Inasmuch as the Session is fully satisfied that Mr. Abe Jobe, a member of this church, has recently abandoned his wife and fled with another woman to parts unknown to us,—therefore the Session does hereby sever the said Abe Jobe from the communion of our church.
 No other business being before Session, it was closed with prayer.








J. H. Gaillard, Mod.







            L. A. Hill, clerk pro. tem.

[152]
Narrative of the Session of New Hope Church for the year ending, April 19, 1888.

Our church has been without preaching during the past year, but the ruling elders and dea​cons have had regular monthly appointments for prayer-meeting services, which have been attended tolerably well, but not so well as is desirable. No special manifestation of the Spirit’s power has been apparent. We have had no additions to the communion of the church, and have no general improvement to note. We think there is a steady growth in grace by a few of our members, and especially by those who are engaged in the Sabbath school, and in Bible study and instruction. Regular family worship is maintained by at least a few heads of families of us. Observance of the Sabbath, according to the general ac​ceptation of the term, is good, but it falls below the requirements of our standards. The improvement manifested by our people in worshiping the Lord with their substance is encouraging. The habitual, or excessive use of alcoholic liquors, worldly amusements, and
[153]

other forms of sin are not indulged in by our members, at least, to any great extent. No systematic plan of instructing the colored people is practiced by us, and there is no destitute, properly speaking, in our section of the country, or within our reach. Adopted by Session.








L. A. Hill, Clerk pro. tem.

New Hope Church, July 29, 1888

Session met. L. B. Mitchell, L. A. Hill and D. A. Hill, with Rev. J. H. Gaillard who acted as Mod. An election for one additional elder and one additional deacon was ordered to be held on Monday the 30th inst., and the congregation to be notified of the fact from the pulpit. Session adjourned.







D. A. Hill, Clk.

[154]

New Hope Church, July 31, 1888

Session met. Elders present L. B. Mitchell, L. A. Hill and E. W. Steger. J. H. Gaillard Mod. In pursuance of the order of the 29th inst., an election was held on the 30th inst., which resulted in the election of E. W. Steger as elder and Millard Hamlin as deacon, both of whom were duly ordained on Tuesday. E. W. Steger and L. A. Hill were elected as principal and alternate delegates to attend the fall meeting of Presbytery, and L. B. Mitchell and E. W. Steger as prin. and alter. Delegates to Synod. No other business, Session adjourned. Closed with prayer.







D. A. Hill, Clk.

[155]

New Hope, Sept 30, 1888

Session met. Elders present—L. B. Mitchell, D. A. Hill, E. W. Steger and L. A. Hill, with Rev. J. H. Gaillard as Mod. Opened with prayer. E. W. Steger, representative to Pres. ren​dered his excuse for non-attendance, which was sustained. In accordance with instruc​tions from Pres., session determined to make an immediate canvas of the congregation in order to ascertain what amount can be raised to aid in securing an evangelist for the en​suing year.
 L. B. Mitchell, representative to Synod, was authorized to represent this church in Pres., in the absence of E. W. Steger; and E. W. Steger, representative to Pres., was authorized to represent this church in Synod, in case L. B, Mitchell failed to be present. Certificates of church membership were ordered to be sent to Rufus Whittle, Pris​cilla Whittle, & M. R. Whittle, to join the Presbyterian Church at Van Aylstine, Texas.







L. A. Hill, C. S., pro tem.

[156]

New Hope, Dec. 30, 1888

Session met. L. B. Mitchell, E. W. Steger, D. A. Hill, and L. A. Hill, elders with Rev. J. H. Gaillard as Mod., present. Opened with prayer. It was decided that the envelope system
 be used during the coming year in New Hope, for the purpose of taking up the various collections required. Closed with prayer.








L. A. Hill, C. S. pro tem.

New Hope, January 6, 1889

Session met. Elders present,—L. B. Mitchell, E. W. Steger & L. A. Hill. L. B. Mitchell acted as Mod., and opened with prayer. The following was read and adopted by session,- 

In Memoriam

David Settle, son of Benjamin and Mary Reid Settle, was born in Rockingham Co., N. C., on the 13th of jany, 1804; and departed this life at his home near New Hope Church, in Alcorn Co., Miss., on the 29th of Aug, 1888, aged eighty-four years, seven months, and twelve days. Of Bro. Settle’s early life and training the writer knows but little, except that his parents were professors of religion, and members of the Baptist denomination. In the thirty-second year of his age (Oct. 22, 1835),
[157]

he was married to Miss Jane Narcissa Lewis, of Fishing Creek Church, in Chester Dis​trict, South Carolina who with seven children, three sons and four daughters, still survive him. A short time after his marriage, he moved to, and settled in Chester District, S. C., and resided there about ten years. In this forty-second year he professed religion, and united with the people of God at Bethany, an Independent Presbyterian Church, then under the care of Rev. R. Y. Russell, and at the same time his wife also transferred her membership to the same church. A short time after casting his lot with the people of God, he was elected an ordained as a Ruling Elder. In the year 1848, he emigrated with his family to Marshall Co., Miss., and settled in the vicinity of where Rev. Washington Davis, a minister of the Independent Presbyterian Church, was laboring to build up a church of that order. But Mr. Davis failed to establish a church, and about two years later, Bro. Settle, with his wife, transferred their membership to the Old School Church at Hudsonville, then under the care of a Rev. Mr. Caldwell, where they remained for a period of about ten years. After this they moved with their family into what is now Alcorn Co.; and on the 3rd of July 1859, he and his wife were received as members of New Hope Church; and on the 3rd of June 1860, he was elected as Ruling Elder, and shortly afterwards installed into the sacred office, and proved to be an efficient officer and useful

[158]

member until his death. Bro Settle was a good man, esteemed by his neighbors. He was a kind and loving husband and father. His occupation was farming. He was industrious, and always provided well for his family. He loved the service of his Maker, and established and maintained family worship, regularly, until the infirmities of age forbade it. He lived to see the last of his surviving children gathered into the Fold of Christ. During services at the house of worship his place was seldom, if ever, vacant, unless providentially hindered from being present. He often led the congregation of worshipers, both in prayer and in sacred song; and would sometimes exhort them to a greater degree of holiness, and more zeal in the cause of Christ. There was a perceptible decline in his health for about five months before his death. He suffered a great deal during that time, but he bore it patiently. He did not complain or murmur. His prospects for heaven were bright. He did not fear to die. He was ready and anxious to depart and be with Christ. He desired that his passage from this world might not be attended with great physical pain, and to all human appearance his desire was granted. A short time before his death, he was informed that he was thought

[159]

to be dying. He replied, “Thank God!” and went on to speak something about his “beau​tiful home,” a portion of which was too indistinct to be understood. Soon afterwards he passed away, apparently as quiet and peaceful as an infant goes to sleep. Bro. Settle is gone. We miss his presence among us. We miss his counsel in Session. We miss his earnest pleadings at a throne of grace; but we trust we are able to say, “The will of the Lord be done.” We tender our sympathies to the bereaved family. 

Session ordered the “Memorial” to be transcribed in our book of records, and also a copy to be furnished the family of the deceased. Session adjourned with prayer.








L. A. Hill, clerk pro. tem.

Examined & approved in meeting of Pres. at Pontotoc April 11, 1889 inst—following exceptions-Minutes not submitted to presbytery since April 1887. 

No meeting from Aug 1887 to march 1888.

W. B. Gilmer, Mod.
[160]

Roll of the Members of New Hope Church—1877








Remarks

1.  David Settle. Elder.



Died Aug. 25, 1888

2.  Mrs. J. N. Settle

3.  A. J. Biggers. Elder.



Died July 1, 1882

4.  Mr E. Biggers

5.  Miss N. E. Settle

6.  Jas Lusk. Elder.




Died Sep. 3, 1883

7.  Mrs Ellen Lusk




Died
         1886

8.  Dr L. A. Hill. Elder.

9.  David Hill. Elder.

10. John J. Hill




(1889 now out of bounds)

11. Mrs B. Hill

12. Miss Addie Hill (now Addie McCord)

Dismissed to Cumberland (10.9.87) 

13. Jas H. Steger




Dead

14. Miss Kate Steger




Dead

15. E. W. Steger. Deacon. Elder.

16. Mrs Lonnie Steger

17. Millard Hamlin. Deacon. 



Dismissed. Returned (1887).

18. Mrs. Fannie Hamlin

19. Mrs Margaret E. Settle



Dismissed by letter Oct 1879

[161]

20. Mrs Manerva Morton



Died Aug 1884
21. Miss Emma Morton



Out of the bounds of this Church

 (Baptist)

22. Wilson Morton. Deacon.

23. Mrs. A. E. McCalla



Dismissed by certificate

24. Mrs S. J. McCalla




Out of the bounds of the Church

25. Miss Sallie McCalla



Dismissed by certificate

26. Miss Mag. McCalla



Dismissed by certificate

27. J. F. McCalla. Deacon.



Dismissed by certificate

28. G. A. McCalla




Dismissed by certificate

29. J. F. Thompson. Elder.



Dismissed by letter, Nov. 1880

30. Mrs M. A. Thompson



Dismissed by letter, Nov. 1880

31. Mrs Mollie Boyd




Dismissed by letter

32. Mrs Rosa Savage 




Out of the bounds of the Church

33. Miss Mary Savage

34. Mrs. Jane Wright

35. Mrs Flora Howard
36. Wm F. Wallace. Elder.

37. Mrs J. Kimmons




Dead

38. John W. Savage
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39. Miss Sallie Kimmons



out of the bounds of the Church

40. Mrs Mattie Cross




now Miller

41. Jas McElahannon




Dead 1887

42. Mrs ____ McElhannon

43. Robert R. Morrison. Elder. 


Died Sept 20th 1880

44. Mrs Mary J. Griersier [?]



Dismissed by letter

45. Mrs Laura Cogdell



Out of the bounds of the Church

46. Mrs Mattie Simmons

47. William Burges (dead)



Out of the bounds of the Church

48. Mrs Shields




Died July1883

49. Samuel Davis




Out of the bounds of the Church
50. Miss Lide Hill Daggett

51. Miss Sallie Biggers



Died

52. Miss Sallie Hill




Dismissed by letter

53. Miss Mollie E. Biggers



Now Dilworth

54. Randolph J. McCalla. Elder.


Dismissed by certificate

55. Lucien P. McCalla



Dismissed by certificate

56. William Williams




Out of the bounds of the Church

57. Fanny H. Hill

58. Robert P. Simmons

59. Joseph M. Lewis




Dismissed by certificate

60. Thos. A. Wright




Dismissed by certificate
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61. Jack Morton
62. Mrs M. D. Roberts

63. Miss Ella Morton




Joined the Baptist

64. T. D. McCalla




Dismissed by letter

65. Miss Minnie Biggers

66. L. B. Mitchell. Elder.

67. Mr. Harris Steger

68. Mr John Kimmons



Died Jan’y 1890

69. Miss Jinnie Steger




(in Texas) now Laughlin

70. Mrs Annie Osborne



Dismissed by certificate (9.11.87)

71. Miss Fannie Hamlin



(now Mrs Steger)

72. Miss Alice Steger




(in Texas)

73. Miss M. E. Osborne



Out of the bounds of the Church

74. Miss L. M. Osborne



Dismissed Sept 11, 1887

75. Miss L. C. Osborne



now Tarrant

76. Mr R. W. Osborne




Dismissed Sept 11, 1887

77. Mr R. C. Gore




Dismissed Sept 11, 1887
78. Mr J. D. Biggers






79. Mr W. F. Osborne




Dismissed Sept 11, 1887

80. Charlie Wright




Dead.
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A List of Members of New Hope

1.   R. R. Morrison

2.   Manerva Morton

3.   James McElhannon

4.   Mrs M. McElhannon

5.   Mrs Martha Davis




Died Nov 10, 1877

6.  

7.   Mrs Shields

8.   A. J. Biggers

9.   Mrs E. Biggers

10. Miss Jane Morton




Died Apl 5th 1876

11. L. B. Mitchel




Dismissed Apl 6, 1876 by letter
12. Mrs A. E. McCalla

13. Mrs Mary A. Thompson

14. Wilson Morton

15. M. J. Turner

16. Rosanna Savage

17. David Settle

18. Mrs J. W. Settle
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19. James Lusk

20. Mrs Ellen Lusk

21. Mrs J. M. Kimmons

22. J. L. McCalla

23. J. F. Thompson

24. Jno W. Savage

25. Miss Mary Savage

26. Miss M. J. Boyd

27. Miss N. J. Settle

28. Miss Mattie Settle




Dismissed by letter March 18, 1877

29. William D. Kimmons



Dismissed by letter, April 1877

30. Mrs Mattie Cross

31. Mrs Laura Gale

32. James H. Steger

33. Mrs Mattie Simmons

34. Jas Morton

35. George McCalla

36. Eddie Gale

37. Jordan Boon

38. Thomas McCalla
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39. John D, Morton

40. Willard Hamlin

41. Edward W. Steger

44. Samuel Davis

45. L. D. Settle




Dismissed by letter April 1877

46. Mrs J. E. Wright

47. Emma Morton

48. Flora Wright

49. Jane M. McCalla

50. Mrs Fannie Hamlin

52. Miss S. M. McCalla

53. Miss Kate Steger

54. Dr L. A. Hill

55. Mrs Barbara Hill

56. Wm F. Wallace

57. Miss Adda Hill

58. Jno Hill

59. David Hill

60. Mrs M. J. Mitchel




Dismissed by letter Aprl 1876
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A List of Members of New Hope Church

July 4th 1870

1.   Thomas Mayes




Died March 1872

2.   Wm K. Morrison






3.   Thomas H. Morrison



Dismissed by letter

4.   R. R. Morrison

5.   S. W. Morton




Died Dec 1872

6.   Manerva Morton

7.   James McElhannon

8.   Mrs M. McElhannon

9.   Mrs Martha Davis

10. Margaret E. Settle

11. Mrs George Shields

12. Mrs Lida Buford




Dismissed by letter

13. Mrs R. S. Morrison



Dismissed by letter

14. Mrs Sue Brevard




Dismissed by letter 3.23.73

15. Mr A. J. Biggers

16. Mrs E. Biggers

17. James R. Morrison



Dismissed by letter 1873

18. Mrs Frances Reed




Dismissed by letter
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19. Mrs Mary L. Gordon



Dismissed by letter

20. Miss Jane Morton

21. L. B. Mitchell

22. Mrs H. E. W. Lewis



Dismissed by letter

23. Miss A. E. McCalla

24. Miss Mary A. Thompson

25. Mr Wilson W. Morton

26. Miss Mary J. Morton

27. Stewart Morton




Died Nov 4, 1872

28. Miss Rosanna Savage

29. Mr David Settle

30. Mrs. N. Settle

31. James Lusk

32. Miss Ellen Lusk

33. Mrs. [indecipherable name] Kimmons

34. Mrs James M. Lewis



Dismissed by letter

35. J. F. McCalla

36. William Morrison

37. O. K. Knight




Dismissed by letter
38. J. F. Thompson
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39. John W. Savage

40. Miss Mary Savage

41. Albert Campbell

42. Miss M. J. Settle

43. Mrs. S. M. McDougal



Dismissed by letter Feb 8, 1874

44. Miss N. E. Settle

45. Mrs. M. G. Armstrong



Dead

46. Wm. D. Kimmons

47. Mrs. M. M. Cross

48. Miss M. J. Whittle

49. Miss Pricilla Whittle

50. Miss M. R. Whittle

51. Miss Mira E. Armstrong



Dismissed by letter

52. Mrs M. J. Whittle
53. Mrs. Laura Gale

54. James H. Steger

55. Mrs. S. V. Steger




Dead

56. Cooper McElhannon



Dead

57. Miss Mattie Biggers

58. Mr M. F. Whittle
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59. Virgil Hall

60. J. C. Buford




Dead

61. James J. Morton

62. George McCalla

63. Jordan Boon

64. Edward Gale

65. Thomas McCalla

66. John D. Morton

67. Millard Hamlin

68. George Campbell




Dismissed by letter

69. Edward W. Steger

70. Samuel Daves

71. L. D. Settle

72. Mrs J. E. Wright

73. Isobel Campbell




Dismissed by letter

74. Anjaline Campbell



Dismissed by letter

75. Emma O. Morton

76. [indecipherable] Wright

77. Laura Boon




Booneville

78. Jane M. McCalla

[172]

79. M. V. Biggers

80. Fanny Steger

81. Fanny A. Buford




Dismissed by letter April 13, 1873

82. S. [indecipherable initial]
McCalla

83. Mat L. Settle

84. William Burges

85. Cate Steger

86. Dink Robinson

87. Miss S. J. McCalla



Water Valley

88. Miss Pollie Boon

89. Dr Hill






90. Mrs Hill

91. William F. Wallace
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Mr J. R. Settle

Mrs Madge Settle




Died July 5th 1885

Mr J. E. Wright

Mr W. T. Rook




Out of bounds

Mr Abe Jobe





Excommunicated

Mr R. L. Walker




Out of bounds

Mrs. Tabitha Jobe

Mr Rufus Whittle




Dismissed by letter

Mr Walter G. Mitchell

Miss Lina Mitchell

Miss Margaret Jane Morton

Miss C. J. Victoria Hill

Mr G. L. Brewer

W. F. Dilworth. Elder.

Mrs M. P. Dilworth

Wm H. Hill
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Baptized Children of New Hope Church

Names of Parents 

Name of Child

Date

    
By Whom
Mrs Judith A. Kimmons
Wilson Lanier

May 14, 1854




Martha Matilda
May 14, 1854

Mr & Mrs H. L. Stafford
Margaret Lydia Ida
May 14, 1854

Mr & Mrs J. W. Morton
Martha Manerva
June 10, 1855

Mr & Mrs A. J. Biggers
William Josiah
June 1856

R. Henderson

Mr & Mrs J. W. Morton
John Washington
Oct 19, 1856

R. Henderson

Jas McElhannon & wife
John Stuart

May 31, 1857

R. Henderson

Jas H. Morton & wife

James Josiah

June 21, 1857

R. Henderson

M. F. Whittle & wife

Mary Jane     

July 5, 1857

R. Henderson





Rufus Milton

July 5, 1857

R. Henderson





Emily Ann

July 5, 1857

R. Henderson





Priscilla

July 5, 1857

R. Henderson





Margaret Rebecca
July 5, 1857

R. Henderson





Cleopatra

July 5, 1857

R. Henderson

A. J. Biggers & wife

Mary Caroline

Oct 17


R. Henderson
J. H. Morton & wife

John Davies

Oct 17

Robt. R. Morrison

Robert Rice

Nov 6, 1859

J. W. Morton & wife

Emma Ophelia
April 3, 1860

J. H. Morton & wife

Margaret Jane

April 3, 1860
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S. A. Morrison & wife
Sarah Eliza

April 1, 1861

R. Henderson

A. J. Biggers & wife

Sallie A.

April 1, 1861

R. Henderson

A. J. Biggers & wife

James David

April 30, 1865

J. A. Kimmons

A. J. Biggers & wife

Robert Jackson
April 30, 1865

J. A. Kimmons

Ramsey Savage & wife
Margaret Nixon
May 1, 1865

J. A. Kimmons

F. W. H. McDougal & wife
James Settle

May 15, 1870

J. A. Kimmons
L. D. Settle & wife

Mary Elizabeth
May 16, 1870

J. A. Kimmons

L. B. Mitchel & wife

Mary Lena

May 16, 1870

J. A. Kimmons





Walter


May 17, 1868

J. A. Kimmons

J. F. Thompson & wife
William McCalla
May 17, 1868

J. A. Kimmons





Frederick Clemmons  July 16, 1871

J. A. Kimmons

G. A. Armstrong & wife
William G. 

Feb 5, 1871

J. A. Kimmons




Mary A.

Feb 5, 1871

J. A. Kimmons





Samuel H.

Feb 5, 1871

J. A. Kimmons

L. B. Settle & wife

Walter Stafford



J. A. Kimmons

Mary J. Gurner

Infant son




J. A. Kimmons

L. A. Hill & wife

James Rufus Lawson
May 10, 187[?]
J. A. Kimmons

Millard Hamlin & wife
James Nehemiah
May 11, 

J. A. Kimmons
J. F. Thompson & wife
Amelia Peters

May 1, 1872

J. A. Kimmons

[182-183]

Mary J. Gurner

Mary Darthula

May 10, 1874

J. A. Kimmons

L. B. Mitchel & wife

Ely


May 10, 1874

J. A. Kimmons

L. D. Settle & wife

Martha Isabella
Sept 18, 1874

J. A. Kimmons

Mrs A. E. McCalla

Lucien Peters




J. A. Kimmons




Ann Eliza




J. A. Kimmons

L. A. Hill & wife

William Henderson
May 8, 1875

J. A. Kimmons





Robert Ross

April 1877

J. A. Kimmons

E. W. Steger & wife

Ena. Elizabeth

May 23, 1880

M. C. Hutton





David Arthur

May 23, 1880

M. C. Hutton

Dr L. A. Hill & wife

George Franklin
Sept 12, 1880

M. C. Hutton





Barbara Whisenant
Aug 26, 1883

W. V. Frierson

E. W. Steger & wife

Virginia (dead)
May 24, 1884

I. P. Osborne




Mary


May 24, 1884

I. P. Osborne
Rev I. P. Osborne & wife
Mary Ariminta
Sept 2, 1884

I. P. Osborne
J. R. Settle & wife

Wm McDougal
Sept 2, 1884

I. P. Osborne




Samuel C.

Sept 2, 1884

I. P. Osborne
E. W. Steger & wife




May 9, 1886

I. P. Osborne
[184-185]

E. W. Steger & wife

James Alexander
Sept 21, 1889

J. H. Gaillard

[186]
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Children Baptized

Walter Stafford Settle, son of L. D & M. E. Settle

Jno Henry, son of W. D. & M. J. Turner

James Rufus Lawson, son of Dr. L. A. Hill

James Nehemiah, son of Willard & Fannie Hamlin

May 8, 1875 by Rev. J. A. Kimmons

William Henderson, son of Dr L. A. & B. Hill.
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Statistical Report for 1860

Domestic Missions to Evangelist $9.00
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List of Members of New Hope Church

Wm D. Kimmons




Dismissed by letter 1877

Miss M. M. Kimmons

Mrs M. J. Whittle




Dismissed by letter

Miss Priscilla Whittle




Dismissed by letter

Miss M. R. Whittle




Dismissed by letter

Mrs Laura Gale  
Mrs May Mitchel




Dismissed by letter

Wm F. Armstrong




Dead May 1870

Mrs Mira Armstrong




Dismissed by letter

M. F. Whittle





Dismissed by letter

Mrs Catharine Whittle




Dismissed by letter

Mr J. H. Steger

Miss S. V. Steger




Dead

Miss Mattie Biggers






Cooper McElhannon




Dead
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List of Members of New Hope Church

Mr David Settle

Mrs Jane N. Settle

Mr James Lusk

Mrs Ellen Lusk

Miss Mildred Lusk




Dismissed by letter

Mrs J. A. Kimmons

Mr James M. Lewis




Dismissed by letter

Mr J. F. McCalla

Mr William Morrison




Dismissed by letter

Mr Jas D. Stafford
Dead

Miss Sarah M. Stafford



Died May 2, 1862

Mrs V. R. Knight  1866



Dismissed by letter

Mr J. F. Thompson

John W. Savage

Miss Mary Savage

Albert Campbell




Dismissed by letter

Miss Nancy Mays     Dead



Died March 1869
Miss Mary J. Settle

Miss [indecipherable] Settle



Dismissed by letter 1875

Miss N. E. Settle

Mr M. G. Armstrong




Dismissed by letter
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List of members &c.

Thos Mayes


Dead
Mrs P. Mayes


Dead

Miss M. E. Mayes

Died


May 1860

Mr J. R. Morrison

Died


April 1862

Mrs Cynthia Morrison
Dead




Mr W. K. Morrison

Mr. T. H. Morrison




Dismissed by letter

Mr T. A. Morrison

Dead

Mr R. R. R. Morrison

Mr J. W. Morton

Dead

Mrs Manerva Morton
Mr Jas McElhannon

Mrs ___ McElhannon

Mrs George Shields

Died


July 1883

Mrs Jas Davis


Died


27th Nov. 1856

Mrs Jas Davis


Died


Nov 10th 1877

Mr H. L. Stafford

Died

Mrs E. P. Stafford

Died


12 April 1857
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Mrs Marg. Stafford

Mr Sam Stafford

Died

Miss M. J. Stafford

Died


20 April 1857

Miss M. E. Stafford

Mr R. Buford


Died

Mrs Lydia Buford




Dismissed by letter

Mrs Jane Black




Dismissed by letter

Mrs E. A. Henderson

Dead
Miss R. J. Henderson




Dismissed by letter

Miss S. D. Henderson




Dismissed by letter

Mr C. S. Black




Dismissed by letter

Mrs M. L. Black




Dismissed by letter

Miss C. E. Black




Dismissed by letter

Mr A. J. Biggers

Mrs E. Biggers

Mr M. F. Whittle




Dismissed by letter

Mrs C. Whittle




Dismissed by letter
Miss Nancy Gheeler




Dismissed by letter

Mrs Mary Macon




Dismissed by letter
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Elen H. Stafford

Dead

Francis V. Dilworth




Dismissed by letter

Mary J. Henderson




Dismissed by letter

Marion O’Bryan




Dismissed by letter

Isabella Caroline Davis
Dead

Jas H. Morton


Dead

Ann Swindall

Sara J. Morton


Dead

Jane W. Morton




Died 1876
L. B. Mitchell





Dismissed by letter

Miss H. E. W. Buford




Dismissed by letter

Mrs Ann E. McCalla

Miss Mary A. McCalla

Mrs Lizzie Stafford




Dismissed by letter
Wilson M. Morton

Miss Mary J. Morton

D. Stewart Morton

Dead

Mrs Rosa Savage

Mr Ramsey Savage




Dismissed by letter

Mrs Annie Stafford




Died Aug 5, 1859
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Minutes of Baptisms

1854

May 14, 1854




Baptised Charles Wilson Leneer & Martha Matilda 





Son & daughter of Judith A. Kimmons





Also Margaret Lydia Ida, daughter of H. L. & E. B. Stafford










H. L. S., C. S.

June 10, 1855

Baptised Martha Manerva, daughter of J. W. & Manerva Morton.









H. S. S., C. S.

June 1st 1856

Baptised by the Rev’d Mr Henderson; William Josiah, son of A. J & E. Biggers.










H.S.S., C. S.



Oct 19th 1856
Baptized John Washington, son of J. W. & Manerva Morton







R. Henderson, Clerk of S., pro tem.
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May 31st 1857

Baptised John Stewart, infant son of Jas McElhannon & wife.

June 21, 1857

Baptised James Josiah, infant son of Jas H. Morton & wife—

July 5, 1857

Baptised Mary Jane, Rufus Milton, Emily Ann, Priscilla, Margaret Rebecca, [and] Cleo​patra, children of M. F. & Katherine Whittle.

Oct 17 Baptised Mary Caroline, infant daughter of A. J. & Elizabeth Biggers, Jno David, infant son of L. H. & Sarah Morton.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.
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Nov 6, 1859  Baptised Benjamin Rice, son of Robert R. R. Morrison








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

April 3, 1860 Baptized Emma Ophelia, daughter of J. W. & Manerva Morton, also Marg​aret, daughter of  J. H. & Sarah Morton.

Also Manuel, slave of J. M. McCalla.








H. L. Stafford, C. S.

April 7, 1861  Baptised by Rev’d R. Henderson, Sarah Eliza Morrison, infant daughter of A. J. and E. Biggers.
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April the 30th 1865

Baptised by the Rev’d John A. Kimmons two infant sons of A. J. & Elizabeth Biggers, namely James David & Robert Jackson.








D. Settle, C. S.

May the 1st Baptized by the Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, two infant daughters Margaret Nixon and Mary Catherine of Ramsey and Martha Savage.
May the 15th 1870. Baptised by the Reverend J. A. Kimmons, James Settle McDougal, infant son of Wm H. and Sarah M. McDougal.








D. Settle, C. S.

May 16  Baptised by the Reverend J. A. Kimmons, infant daughter of L. D. & M. E. Settle, whose name is Mary Elizabeth.

Also by the same at the same time, Mary Lane, infant daughter of L. B. and Margaret J. Mitchel.
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May the 17th 1868

Baptised by the Reverend A. J. Kimmons, infant son of L. B. and Margaret J. Mitchel.

Also infant son of J. F. and Mary A. Thompson, William McCalla.








D. Settle, C. S.

Sept 25th Baptised adults by the Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, Miss S. M. McCalla, Miss Jane M. McCalla, George McCalla, Thomas McCalla, Mr Virgil Hall, Jordan Boon, Edward Gale, Millard Hamlin, Edward W. Steger, Hilarey J. Wright, Larey Boon, Fanney Steger, J. C. Buford and Lafayette D. Settle.







D. Settle, C. S.

July 16th  Baptised by the Rev’d J. A. Kimmons, infant son of J. F. and Mary A. Thompson.
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Feb the 5th 1871
Baptised by the Rev’d J. A. Kimmons three infant children, of Mr J. A. and M. A. Armstrong, to wit, William G. Armstrong, Mary A. Armstrong, and Samuel H. Armstrong.








D. Settle, C. S.

Oct 1st 1871

Baptised adults by the Reverend J. A. Kimmons, William Burges, Cate Steiger & Dink Robinson.

Baptized by the Rev J. A, Kimmons, two infants, Walter Stafford Settle, son of L. D. & E. Settle, of Mrs Mary J. [indecipherable name]








L. D. Settle, C. S.

Baptized May 10th By the Rev J. A. Kimmons, infant son of D. Hill. Infant’s name James Rufus Lawson.

Baptized May 11 by the Rev J. A. Kimmons, the infant son of Millard Hamlin, infant’s name James Nehemiah.








L. D. S., C. S.
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May 10th 1874 Baptized by the Rev J. A. Kimmons, infant child of J. F. Thompson, child’s name Amelia Peters.








L. D. S., C. S.

May 10, 1874 Baptized by the Rev J. A. Kimmons, Mary Darthula, infant child of W. D. & Mary J. Turner.







L. D. S., C. S.

Mary 10, 1874 Baptized by the Rev J. A. Kimmons, Ely M., infant son of L. B. & Margarette J. Mitchel.








L. D. S., C. S.

Sept 13th 1874 Baptised by the Rev J. H. Kimmons, Martha Isabella, infant daughter of L. D. and Margarette E. Settle.








L. D. Settle, C. S.
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List of Colored Members
Nancy






Belonging to J. M. McCalla

Ellen

Henry

Squire


Dead



Belonging to J. H. Morton

Harriet






Belonging to J. M. McCalla

Westley





Belonging to A. J. Biggers

Robert






Belonging to J. M. McCalla

Manuel





Belonging to J. M. McCalla

John Q. Adams




Belonging to Jas Steiger

The above named have withdrawn from the Church of New Hope without leave.

� A common abbreviation for Mississippi in the early period. The county of Tishomingo originally included also the present counties of Alcorn and Prentiss.


� Troy was a settlement about one and one-half miles east of New Hope Church. The community’s name was later changed to Danville. See Mrs. S. L. Settle, “History of New Hope Presbyterian Church” (unpub. mss.): 1.


� James Biggers Stafford was born in the York District of South Carolina, licensed by Harmony Presbytery there (1821) and served the Purity Presbyterian Church there (1821-1823), after which he was ordained by Harmony Presbytery (1824). After ordination he was pastor of Concord and Purity Churches in South Car�o�lina (1824-1834), moving to Tombeckbee Presbytery in 1834, where he served the New Hope Church. He was dismissed to Chickasaw Presbytery in 1843, and was stated supply of Bethany Church (1844-1846, 1848-1853) as well as New Hope Church (1847-1853). He lived in retirement near New Hope Church, where he died, May 8, 1862. Ministerial Directory of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 1861-1941, compiled by the Rev. E. C. Scott, D.D., Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, Published by Order of the General Assembly (Austin, Tex.: Von Boeckmann-Jones, 1942): 679-80.


� According to the records of Tombeckbee Presbytery, October 19, 1838: “A church organized in Tisho�mingo County by Rev. J. B. Stafford, and called New Hope, was recognized and received under the care of Presbytery.”


� A venerable bit of Presbyterian terminology, its usage was meant to indicate the presbytery’s engagement of a minister to provide a “supply of preaching” at a stated time and place, for a congregation without a regularly installed minister. There was widespread use of stated supplies in this era, as both ministers and people were not able to commit to the financial responsibilities involved in the tenured relationship of an installed pastorate and so, where willing, ministers and congregations often agreed to the less formal rela�tion of stated supplies, which could be renewed or terminated at six-month intervals. Most congre�gations in Presbytery did not have an installed pastor until a much later period.


� Thomas C. Stuart (1794-1883), of South Carolina, came to Mississippi to direct the mission to the Chick�asaws at Monroe, below Pontotoc, where he founded the church of the same name which still serves to-day. During the course of his long life ministered in many congregations throughout northeast Mississippi.


� Tennessee.


� After some uncertainty as to the boundary lines which should be fixed for the presbyteries and synods as the Presbyterian Church grew and expanded in North Mississippi, in 1842, New Hope Church was trans�ferred to the newly-organized Presbytery of Holly Springs (afterwards called Chickasaw Presbytery), which em�braced the churches of North Mississippi.


� Presbyterians are remarkable for their record-keeping. Few churches in the pioneer era had literate min�isters, or church officers who were able or inclined to keep records. The keeping of church records was seen as an almost sacred duty by Presbyterians, and it is noteworthy that the highest officer a lay-member of a congregation could be given was the office of clerk, the keeper of the church’s record book. This note, in the hand of presbytery’s moderator, the Rev’d Angus Johnson, indicates that the session-book had been submitted for examination by a committee of presbytery, in conformity with the rules of the denomination. The book was approved excepting the matter indicated. 


� Black and white worshiped together in New Hope Church until after the Civil War. The relations were, of course, unequal, yet the era had not arisen when it was thought improper for all races to hear the gospel in one assembly.


� These calculations were doubtless reflective of the fact that such information was required by the pres�by�tery and transmitted to the General Assembly where the data on all the churches was published in an annual statistical report.


� This is now the church at Saltillo, Miss.


� Little is known of the Rev’d R. L. Henderson. He was ordained in 1851 by the Presbyterian of Western District in Tennessee, and was a missionary and evangelist based at Huntingdon, Tennessee (1851-1852). The following year he was employed a teacher in Raleigh, Tenn., after which he served as stated supply at New Hope and its associated group of church from 1854 until after the onset of the Civil War. His name disappears from the presby�tery’s roll after 1865. Ministerial Directory, 307.


� This church, located in old Tishomingo County in what is now Prentiss County, was organized  March 26, 1854 by the Rev’d J. B. Stafford. Its first house of worship was built in a rural location north of the present community of Booneville. The reason for the choice of name is not known, although there was a historic church called Euphronia in Fayetteville Presbytery, N. C. On October 2, 1857 the name was changed to Ebenezer, to honor the name of Ebenezer Gaston of Calhoun County, Miss., who donated lib�erally to the erec�tion of three churches in Old Tishomingo County. In 1898, when most of the members had moved into Boone�ville, the church was dissolved and the property sold to Gaston Baptist Church. The old cem�e�tery may still be seen. See Ida Bradsher Gilbert, History of Presb�y�ter�ian�ism in Old Tisho�mingo County, Mis�sis�sippi, 1836-1936 (n.p., n.p., n.d.): 24-30. This church should not be confused with the old Carrollville Pres�byterian Church in Pontotoc County that was re-named in 1861 for its pastor the Rev’d L. B. Gaston.





� William Allen Gray (1807-1881), was born in the Abbeville District of South Carolina. He was educated at the Columbia (S.C.) Theological Seminary (1833-1835), licensed and ordained by Bethel Presbytery. His first service in Mississippi was at Bethel Church, near Columbus, in Tombeckbee Presbytery (1838-1841), and came to Ripley, Miss., where he served in the bounds of Chickasaw Presbytery from 1842 until his death there in October 1881. Ministerial Directory, 265.


� Following the King James Version which often termed slaves “servants,” nineteenth century Presby�terians often designated their property in human flesh by that title. Because state law (except in Louisiana) did not require that slaves be enumerated by name in legal records, their listing in session books gave them a name and identity for which provision was otherwise not often made. As such Presbyterian session books are an important source of information for historians of slavery.


� Hosting meetings of Presbytery could be arduous. In the nineteenth century, meetings usually extended over several days. In communities such as New Hope that lacked hotel facilities, commissioners to pres�bytery were housed in the homes of church members, as well as the homes of interested persons belonging to other communions. The coming of railroads enabled meetings to be shortened. Between the time of its founding and the congregation’s centennial in 1938, the presbytery had met seven times at New Hope Church: October 1860, October 1866, September 1881, August 1895, September 1902, October 1915, and April 1932. Settle, “History of New Hope Church,” 2. 


� Tennessee.  Chickasaw Presbytery, of which New Hope Church was part, was a member of the Synod of Memphis. At its meeting at Holly Springs, October 30, 1846, approval was given to a plan set forth by the General Assembly for a new synod, “to be formed of the territories of Chickasaw, Arkansas and Indian Presbyteries—to be united with the Presbytery of Western District—Tennessee—to be called the Synod of Memphis.” Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 30, 1846): 90. In 1847 the four presbyteries were set off and formed the Synod of Memphis, and in 1851, the Synod of Texas was carved from its juris�dic�tion. The next year the Synod of Arkansas was formed from the territory of the Synod of Mississippi had ceded to the Synod of Memphis. Finally, in 1901, the Synod of Louisiana was set apart from the Synod of Mississippi, and at that time the presbyteries em�bracing north and east Mississippi were realigned, so that when in 1909 the churches in Amite and Wilkinson Counties were transferred from the jurisdiction of the Synod of Louisiana, Mississippi’s synod and presbytery lines finally coincided with the state boundaries. C. W. Grafton, “History of Presby�ter�ian�ism in Mississippi” (un�pub�lished mss., original in the historical files of St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center, 1927): 113, 115.


� This church, located five miles north of New Hope along the line of the newly built Memphis & Charles-ton Railroad, was organized in 1856.


� The Independent Presbyterian Church was a small denomination centered in South Carolina with but a single presbytery. As South Carolinians moved westward, attempts were made to establish congregations aligned with this presbytery on the growing frontier. An attempt was made to form such a church in Mar�shall County, Miss., and for a time a congregation called Salem existed in the bounds of Tombeckbee Pres�bytery. In the course of the Civil War, the Independent Presbytery united with the Southern Presby�terian denomination.


� At Toccopola in extreme western Pontotoc County.


� That is, the Cumberland Presbyterian Church—the congregation known as Pleasant Ridge, with which New Hope occasionally exchanged members.


� This was the meeting at which action was taken to sever the Chickasaw Presbytery from its relation to the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. (Old School) with which it had been aligned from its inception. Until the end of the Civil War the resultant Southern denomination officially styled itself the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate States of America, which after 1865 was called the Presbyterian Church, U. S.


� This congregation was situated four miles from Booneville in 1854. This church was dis�continued and a new congregation organized in Booneville, March 3, 1871.


� Oscar Fitzallen Rogers was born at Mooresville, Ala., January 25, 1824, and received his education at Centre College in Kentucky and Danville Presbyterian Theological Seminary (also in Kentucky). He was licensed (1855) and ordained (1857) by Chickasaw Presbytery. After other calls he was pastor at Boone�ville (1869-1875), also serving as stated supply at Ebenezer and Bethany during part of this time. He then served churches in Central Texas Presbytery (1876-1880), and died in 1893 or 1894. Ministerial Directory, 619.


� A worthy exemplar of the nineteenth century home missions pastor, John Alexander Kimmons (1824-1905), was born in Cabarrus County, N. C., and served in Chickasaw Presbytery as minister to some of its smallest and most needy congregations.  Stated Supply of Hebron Church (1860-1871), Carrollville (1860), Gaston (1861-1872), He served at New Hope (1865-1871), and Corinth (1872-1880), after which he moved to Florida, serving a number of small congregations there before his death at Live Oak, Fla., Sep�tember 7, 1905. Ministerial Directory, 374.


� These notes describe what was often called a protracted meeting or revival. Presbyterian versions of these occasions, while conducted with great earnestness, were much less demonstrative than those of other de�nominations. Characteristic of these observances was the administration of the Holy Communion, at which time new members were often received.


� The newly-elected clerk was fond of referring to the session as a meeting of the presbytery. As the nine�teenth century bylaws of the historic Independent Presbyterian Church of Savannah, Georgia make clear, the session is, in fact, the congregation’s parochial presbytery.


� This church was organized in 1859 and dissolved in 1902.


� A stalwart servant of Mississippi Presbyterianism, responsible for much of its home missions devel�op�ment in the northeast quadrant, Leroy B. Gaston was born in Pendleton, S. C. 1807, and after residing for some years in Mem�phis, licensed (1839) and ordained (1842) by Tombeckbee Presbytery, where he served Smyrna, Louisville, Bethsalem, and Lebanon Churches (1843-1845). He served at College Hill, near Ox�ford, for a decade (1846-1856). He organized the First Presbyterian Church of Corinth (1858), also estab�lish�ing and heading Corona College there (1858-1861). During the Civil War years he was pastor of the church at Enterprise, Miss., later serv�ing New Hope Church at Biggersville (1866-1868), and afterward churches at Pascagoula, Miss., Claren�don, Ark., Collierville, Tenn., Osceola, Ark, and Helena, Ark., where he died, January 7, 1878. Ministerial Directory, 243.


� Based on Christ’s words in Revelation 3:20, this was a commonly-used expression among Presbyterians for the reception of new members until the mid-twentieth century.


� Although not then entitled to hold office, women were permitted to vote in congregational meetings of the Presbyterian Church.


� An old and important church located east of Columbia, Tennessee, it was the place from which many set�tlers came to North Mississippi. 


� Bethany Church, organized in 1840, situated between the communities of Paden and Tishomingo in Tish�o��mingo County. The name Paden, or as old records spell it, Peden, is inextricably interwoven with the name Bethany. In the register of elders of the Bethany Church, through eighty-five years of existence, nine of the seventeen elders were Padens, all descended from a family deriving from the church at Fairview, South Carolina, their ancestral home. The church was organized in 1840 by the Rev’d James B. Stafford, with seven members and two elders. Its original house of worship was a crude log cabin. With the coming of the Illi�nois Central Railroad, the congregation gradually became inactive as new towns came into being and mem�bers moved away. A new church was built in 1936 and a small congregation continued to worship there for several decades. Bethany Church was dissolved by Presbytery January 18, 1972. A church build�ing and ceme�tery are preserved at the congregation’s old meeting ground. Ida Bradsher Gilbert, History of Presb�y�ter�ian�ism in Old Tisho�mingo County, Mis�sis�sippi, 1836-1936 (n.p., n.p., n.d.), 18-20. See Mrs Lyle M. Mc�Donald, “History of the Iuka Presbyterian Church,” unpublished paper (dated c. 1970), in the hist�orical files of the St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center.


� Unity Church is located about four miles east of Plantersville, Miss., and is surrounded by a peaceful cem�e�tery. Organized in 1849, the church was moved to a site near Plan�ters�ville around 1900, but in 1935 the congregation elected to relocate the church to the original site. It now lies within the bounds of Lee County. Elizabeth N. Graves, et. al., Churches of St. Andrew (Oxford: Presbytery of St Andrew, 1989): 55.


� Another of the venerable home missions pastors who served in North Mississippi James Hillhouse Gaillard (1855-c. 1900), was born in Giles County, Tenn., received his B.A. from the Uni�versity of Missis�sippi (1855), and studied for the ministry at Columbia Seminary in South Carolina (1859). Chick�asaw Presbytery supervised his preparation for the ministry, and he was licensed and or�dained under its care, and spent his entire ministry within its bounds. He was stated supply of Zion Church (1860-1871), and evan�gelist and stated supply at Pontotoc (1872-1886), stated sup�ply at Unity, Baldwyn, and other near�by loca�tions (1887-1898), and spent his last years in retirement at Bald�wyn. He was stated clerk of Chicka�saw Presbytery for fourteen years. A photo and biography of Gaillard appear in Ida Brad�sher Gilbert, History of Presb�y�ter�ian�ism in Old Tisho�mingo County, Mis�sis�sippi, 1836-1936 (n.p., n.p., n.d.): 23; Ministerial Direc�tory, 239.


� Minutes of New Hope Church give rare clues into the way worship was ordered among the rural churches of North Mississippi. There being no church nurseries, doubtless infants were baptized early in the service as a kindness to their parents who would be embarrassed should their child cry and thus disturb the other members.


� This was the Presbyterian Board of Education, which oversaw the production of Sabbath school materials and the education of ministers. Raising funds for this and the other boards formed a major portion of the presbytery’s duty.


� This action of the session is noteworthy because of the fact that many persons of African American de�scent were leaving the Presbyterian Churches of North Mississippi at this time.


� This congregation, located on the west side of the present city of Tupelo, was organized in 1841, and after removal to its present location in 1848, was renamed Zion.


� This is the church originally called Euphronia, and later dissolved in 1871 when the community moved to Booneville. The area is now encompassed by the present Prentiss County.


� The Presbytery of Chickasaw then included certain congregations in the northwest corner of the state of Alabama.


� This congregation, dissolved in 1981, was located on Woodson’s Ridge, eight miles east of Oxford. The historic church building is preserved and serves as the chapel the presbytery’s camping facility.


� Given the use of masculine language, it was not altogether implausible that the clerk would refer to the reception of Miss Robinson as a member in full fellowship of the “brethren!”


� The church at Iuka was organized in 1872. See Mrs. Lyle M. McDonald, “History of the Iuka Presbyter�ian Church,” unpublished paper (dated c. 1970) in the historical files of the St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center.


� The church in Tupelo, with fifteen members, was organized by the Rev’d O. F. Rogers, October 4, 1861. It foundered during the Civil War, and the congregation was dissolved April 16, 1864 with the members instructed to connect themselves with Zion Church. The church was reorganized, and on April 17, 1868 applied to the Southern Presbyterian Church’s Board of Sustentation for a grant to erect their church build�ing.





� The historic church at Courtland, Ala., erected in the 1840s, and now affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America, is still in use. The church at Tuscumbia, also a venerable structure, now much-altered and aligned with the PCA, is also still in use.


� Because the church shared a minister, preaching services were held on but one or two Sundays in the month.


� The country was in the midst of a financial recession that had begun in 1873 and continued until 1879.


� Race was a factor in all social and religious relations during this era. In neighboring North Mississippi Presbytery, the Rev’d John N. Craig pursued a determined effort, representing the Synod of Memphis in the effort to uphold the Memphis Presbytery’s ordination of a black pastor. The case was carried all the way to the General Assembly of 1882, where Craig’s position was upheld in the Assembly by a vote of 81 to 42. See Ernest Trice Thompson, Presbyterians in the South, Vol. II (Richmond: John Knox, 1973): 213-20.


� The Rev’d James Stedman Black was a native of Hanover County, North Carolina, where he was born in 1847. He was ordained in 1877 by Chickasaw Presbytery, serving at New Hope, Baldwyn and Iuka from that time until 1879, after which he returned to North Carolina, where he spent the rest of his ministry. Min�isterial Directory, 58.


� Offerings were not received each Sunday in Presbyterian Churches during the nineteenth century. They were received for specific purposes—only when the benevolent commitments or needs of the congregation required it. It may also be noted that the sums needed for the maintenance and operation of a rural con�gregation—upkeep on the building and payment for the minister—were quite small in this era, as churches such as New Hope shared their pastor with other congregations, or employed a minister whose missionary effort was subsidized by the presbytery.


� Organized in 1855, Walnut Creek Church was located in eastern Tippah County. It was dissolved Febru�ary 1, 2000, and made a chapel of Ripley Church. The Walnut Creek church build�ing is preserved, as is the cemetery which adjoins the property.


� This was one of the few disciplinary cases prosecuted by the New Hope elders and the only one involving a woman. Among the Presbyterians of North Mississippi, men were generally prosecuted for sins with a public character, such as drunkenness, swearing, gambling, the use of fists, and in several cases, for duel�ing. Women were discipline most often for matters affecting their domestic relations—insubordination toward their husbands, night-strolling, or as in this case, adultery. By the time this case was brought for�ward, as pastoral care was substituted for punitive action, relatively few disciplinary cases were being tried, and after 1880, virtually none were heard.


� The Rev’d J. A. Sloan (1817-1894) came from the Fairfield District of South Carolina, and served his early ministry in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. He joined the U. S. Church in 1866, and served at Guntown in Chickasaw Presbytery from 1874 to 1884. He died in Corinth in 1894. Ministerial Directory, 656.


� Isaac Paul Osborne was born in Oxford, N. C., November 17, 1833, and educated at Hampden-Sydney College. He was licensed and ordained by North Alabama Presbytery in 1869, and after service in Cale�donia, Mississippi (1881-1883), he served the New Hope group of churches from 1884 to 1887, after which he moved to Arkansas, where he served until his death, July 6, 1918. Ministerial Directory, 546.


� The author’s phonetic spelling reflects the early and still-proper pronunciation of the county’s name.


� The act of excommunication, the severest of the censures inflicted by the church was but rarely imposed. Unlike the theology of other communions, Presbyterians drew no conclusion as to the fate of such persons in the hereafter.


� From time to time the churches of the presbytery gave in subscriptions of money to employ evangelists to organize new congregations and to strengthen churches “in destitute places.”


� The envelope system, promoted by the boards and agencies of the denomination, sought to bring greater commitment to systematic and organized approaches to the financial stewardship of money. Churches through�out the denomination adopted the envelope system, but in many locales there was opposition—change itself being the cause for such hesitation.


� The following resolution, recorded by the elders of Philadelphia Presbyterian Church, near Red Banks, Mississippi, April 4, 1869, was typical of actions taken by sessions across the South:





Whereas the colored members of this church have voluntarily absented themselves from all the ordi�nances of this church for several months past: and whereas most of them have connected themselves with other denominations of Christians: and whereas the Pastor and Elders of this church conferred with leaders of them advising them to return to the church or to apply for dismissions in a regular way, all of which has been heedlessly disregarded; Therefore, be it unanimously resolved that their names be erased from the communion roll of this church.

















