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[1]

Holly Springs, Miss.








March 23, 1842

[Organization of Presbytery and Boundaries Delineated]

The presbytery of Holly Springs erected by order of the Synod of Mississippi met at the time and place, in pursuance of the following resolutions of Synod, viz:

“1st Resolved that the presbytery of Clinton
 be divided by a line, beginning at the N.E. Corner of Choctaw County and running thence due west to the river Mississippi, and that a new Presbytery to be denominated the Presbytery of Holly Springs be erected embrac​ing all the territory and all the ministers, licentiates, and churches, now belonging to the Presbytery of Clinton north of said line.

‘2nd Resolved, That the division take place 

[2]

immediately after the adjournment of the meeting of the Presbytery of Clinton ordered by the Synod to be held at Clinton, Miss., on the Wednesday before the 2nd Sabbath in De​c​ember at 11:00 o’clock a.m.

“3rd Resolved, That the Presbytery of Holly Springs erected by this action of Synod, meet on the 4th Wednesday in March 1842 at 11:00 o’clock a.m. at Holly Springs, Mis., in order to organize, and that the Rev’d Samuel Hurd or in case of his absence the oldest minister present preach the opening sermon, and preside until a new moderator be cho​sen.”

[Organization of Meeting and Attendance Recorded]

Bishop
 Hurd not being present, the presbytery was organized by the preaching of a ser​mon by Bishop James Weatherby, from Acts 6:4
 and was constituted by prayer.

Members present, Bishops Daniel Baker, James Weatherby, Angus McCallum, Daniel McNair and D. L. Gray.

[3]

Elders: Jno. F. Phifer and Henry Branch.

Bishop Angus McCallum
 was elected Moderator, and Bishop James Weatherby, Clerk. Pro tem. Bishop Hurd appeared in presbytery, and his reasons for tardiness were sus​tained.

Stated Clerk

Bishop James Weatherby
 was elected Stated Clerk.

New Church

A Presbyterian Church organized by Bishop Weatherby in the S.E. part of Lafayette Cy. called Lebanon
 was on application taken under the care of Presbytery.

Churches

Holly Springs, Hudsonville, Oxford, College Church, Greenwood, Chulahoma, Her​nando, Hopewell, Nazareth, Panola, Lebanon.

[4]

[Historical Committee Appointed]

Bishops Gray and Hurd were appointed a committee to draw up a brief history of the churches within our bounds.

Rules

Resolved that the General Rules for Judicatories appended to the Book of Discipline be the rules for the Presbytery.

Presbytery had a recess until 2 ½ o’clock.








2 ½ o’clock

Presbytery reconvened.

Name of Presbytery

Resolved, That the Synod of Mississippi be requested to change the name of this Pres​by​tery from Holly Springs to Chickasaw.

[Committee on Assessment]

Bishop Gray and Elder Phifer were appointed a committee of Assessment.

Session Books

The following committees were appointed to examine the Session books:

 [5]

Holly Springs





Hurd and Phifer

Hudsonville 





McNair and Branch

Oxford






Gray and Phifer

College Church




Hurd and Branch

Greenwood





Baker and Branch

Chulahoma





ditto

Hernando





Gray and Phifer 

Hopewell





McNair and Branch

Nazareth





Hurd and Phifer

Panola






Gray and Branch

Resolved that the free conversation on the subject of religion, take place tomorrow at 10 o’clock a.m.

Narrative

Bishop Hurd and Elder Phifer were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative of the state of Religion within our bounds.

Memorial to Gen. Assembly

Bishops Gray, Hurd, and Phifer, were appointed

[6]

a committee to prepare a memorial to the General Assembly touching the late acts of the Synod of Mississippi, relative to the minutes of the Clinton Presbytery; and that our com​missioner to be requested to prosecute the matter before the next General Assembly.

Standing Rule

Resolved that it be a standing rule of this Presbytery to have a sermon on the subject of missions,
 at each stated session of the Presbytery and that a collection be taken up at the time, to be expended within our bounds, and that Bro.
 Hurd preach a sermon in this place on this subject on Saturday night, and a collection be taken up.

And further Resolved, that all our churches be ordered
 to take up a collection for the cause of missions before the next fall meeting.

[7]

Elder R. H. Buford appeared in Pres. and his excuse for absence being sustained took his seat.

Bishops Hurd, Gray, and elders Branch and Buford were appointed a committee to report on the subject of missions and supplies.

Missionary Sermons

Resolved, That the ministers preach on the subject of missions alphabetically, one at every Stated Session of Presbytery. Presbytery adjourned to meet in this place tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.







Holly Springs








March 24








9 o’clock, a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was constituted with prayer, present as before. Presbytery had a free conversation on the state of religion, had a recess until after preaching.

 [8]

After recess, Presbytery resumed business.

History of the Churches

The committee appointed to draw up a brief history of the churches under our care re​ported and their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

No 1.  The church at Holly Springs
 was organized in the winter of 1836 by Bishop D. L. Gray.
 In the winter of ’36 & ’37 they secured the labours of Bishop S. Hurd, who con​tinued their stated supply
 until 1840. The church was then supplied by Mr. Henry Mc​Donald, a licentiate, for 3 months, after which Bishop D. Baker was called and settled as their pastor.

2. The church at Hudsonville
 was organized in 1837 by Bishop D. L. Gray and has since been supplied by him.

3. The Church at Oxford
 was organized in 1837 by Bishops D. L. Gray and S. Hurd.

[9]

They called in the winter of ’37 Bishop D. L. Russel,
 who was their pastor for two years, after which, they called Bishop James Weatherby who is now their pastor.

4. The College Church
 was organized in 1836 by Bishop E. McEwen of Tennessee, and enjoyed for some time the pastoral care of Bishop D. L. Russel. In the fall of ’41 the pastoral relation was dissolved, and they were supplied for a time by Bishop Hurd. They are now vacant.
5. The church at Hopewell
 on Woodson’s Ridge was organized by Bishop A. McCallum, and occasionally supplied by him, till they secured the pastoral labors of Bishop J. Weatherby, who is now their pastor.

6. The church of Greenwood
 was organized by Bishop D. L. Gray in 1838, and has since been supplied by Bishop McCallum.

7. The church of Chulahoma
 was organized by Bishop A. McCallum in 1839. It has since been supplied by him.

 [10]

8. The church in Hernando
 was organized in 1840 by Bishop D. L. Gray and has been sup​plied by Bishop McNair,
 but is now vacant.

9. The church in Panola
 was organized in 1841 by Bishop T. Archibald and is destitute of the means of grace.

10. The church of Nazareth
 was organized by Bishop T. Stuart
 in 1841 and has since been supplied by him.

11. The church of Lebanon
 was organized by Bishop Weatherby in 1842, and is without regular preaching.

The committee reported further that the Brethren who organized these churches were originally connected with the Tombigbee
 Presbytery but after the establishment of the Synodical line between the states of Alabama and Mississippi, they were thrown into the bounds of the Synod of Mississippi 

 [11]

and afterwards joined the Presbytery of Clinton (by letter from the Tombigbee Presby​tery) which was by action of Synod divided and this Presbytery constituted.

The Memorial

The committee appointed to draft a memorial to the Gen. Assembly touching the late action of the Synod of Mississippi relative to Minutes of the Clinton Presbytery, reported, and their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

The Presbytery of Holly Springs would respectfully present to the General Assembly the following memorial, praying the decision of that venerable body upon certain questions respecting which there is a difference of opinion in our church.

1st. Are we correct in the opinion, that at a pro re nata
 meeting of Presby. whether con​vened by the call of the moderator or by direction

[12]

of Synod, no business can be transacted by the Pres. except the particular business for which the meeting was called?  

2nd. Are we correct in the opinion that the moderator holds his office from one stated meeting to the next stated meeting, and that the moderator who may be appointed at any intervening meeting (the stated moderator not being present) holds the place only for that meeting, is a moderator pro tem, does not supersede the stated moderator, and of course has not the authority conferred upon moderators by our constitution to call meetings of Presby?

3rd. Does not this Presby. judge correctly that the acts of brethren claiming to be a Pres​bytery are null and void if they are performed in violation of the constitution or if they are performed by a few members of Pres. assembled by means not presented and required by our constitution?

 [13]

4th. If a few members of a Pres. convened but not in a constitutional manner, transact presbyterial business and record their proceedings in the record book of Pres. are such proceedings the doings of Presbytery? Is the record of them a presbyterial act or record[?] May not the Presbytery remove from the record book such proceedings as extraneous matter, and are they not bound to remove them unless they choose after declaring their irregularity, to adopt and sanction them by a formal rule?

5th Are the powers of Synod such that it can disregard the organization and official organs of Pres. in requiring certain action of Presbytery, or should its mandates be ad​dressed to the officers of Pres., especially in directing a Pro re nata meeting of Pres. ought not the synod conform to the principles established in Section X of Chapter X to protect the rights of all the members, address its mandates to the moderator—and so 
[14]

frame its requisitions that it may not be in the power of a few members to transact im​portant business of Pres. without even the knowledge of the meeting being had, by a maj​ority of the Presbytery[?]

The inquiries may seem strange to your venerable assembly, but the following narrative of facts will show that we have cause to call your attention to these matters of our mem​orial.

The Synod of Mississippi met at Vicksburg in October 1840. The Synod ordered a meet​ing of the Pres. of Clinton to be held at Vicksburg during the sessions of Synod to take action upon the subject of missions. The Pres. of Clinton consisted of eleven members, five of whom were present at Synod. The Pres. of Clinton included a great extent of terri​tory, reaching N. and S. about 200 miles and the members are some in the extreme 

[15]

north and the rest in the extreme south. The distance, the difficulty of traveling and the prevalence of sickness at that season, prevented any of the brethren residing in the north part of the Pres. from attending Synod. The order of Synod requiring a meeting did not allow time for those to receive notice of the meeting, nor did the Synod direct the Mod​erator to convene the Pres. nor even apprise him of the meeting at all.

The meeting was held, and of course the Mod’r was not present. The Pres. transacted other business beside that for which Synod directed them to meet in accordance with the following resolution adopted by them, viz: “Whereas Pres. have received no official noti​fi​cation from the Synod of Miss. In relation to the object for which they have ordered the present meeting of the body; therefore resolved, that while this Pres. meet in obedi​ence to the understood order of Synod, they consider themselves competent

[16]

to the transaction of any business that may be brought before them.”

In the course of the ensuing winter two pro re nata meetings were held by the preachers living in the south part of the bounds, called by a circular from the moderator pro tem., who presided at the meeting ordered by Synod.

This circular was regarded as illegal and without authority by a majority of the members and many of them did not attend these meetings.

At the regular stated meeting when the records of Pres. were read it appeared that the history of certain acts and meetings purporting to be acts and meetings of Pres. had been recorded by the stated clerk which acts and meetings the Presbytery could not regard as part of its own history, inasmuch as they were not in accordance with the constitution of our church and therefore directed the

[17]

Stated Clerk to “remove or erase them from our Record.”

The reasons we spread upon the Book. It was reviewed by Synod, Synod censured the action of Presbytery in the matter, and fully sustained all the doings of the so-called meet​ings of Pres. and required the erased and removed wordings to be restored, and thereby sanctioned proceedings, which in our view are in violation of the constitution, either of express letter or of its manifest spirit and intention. 

[Committee to Draft Resolution for Formation of New Synod]

Resolved, that Bishops Gray, Hurd and Weatherby be a committee to draft a memorial to the Gen’l Assembly to organize a synod to be composed of the Presbyteries of the West​ern District, Arkansas, and Holly Springs.

         Presbytery had a recess until 2 o’clock p.m. 

After recess Presby. resumed business.

[18]

Resolved, that the next stated sessions be held in Preston on Thursday before the first Sabbath in October at 11 o’clock a.m.

The committee on the session book of Greenwood report that they have examined the same and recommend it be approved, with some exceptions to page 13—

Committee of Missions

Report that during the last year they were enabled to secure the labours of a missionary for 5 months, and that at this time they are without funds, and they would further report that this Presby. has always acted in concert with the Gen. Ass. Board of Missions and they do now constitute themselves as auxiliary to that board; they further report that most of the work of this Presbytery has been done by the missionary labours of our ministers without compensation.
 They would recommend that the Presby.

[19]

now appoint a new standing committee of Miss. to take charge of this whole subject.

Narrative of

The State of Religion

The committee appointed to prepare a narrative of the state of religion, reported and their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

First annual report of the Presbytery of Holly Springs to the Gen’l Assembly respecting the state of religion in our bounds.

The newly formed Presbytery of Holly Springs contains 11 churches most of which are small and feeble. During the year past three of these churches have enjoyed a refreshing season
 from the Lord and have received an encouraging addition of members. These are the College Church, the Church at Oxford, and the Church at Holly Springs.

In most of the churches under our care there

[20]

are catechetical classes and Sabbath Schools.
 In some churches congregational libraries
 composed of the publications of the Assembly Board of Publication have been estab​lished during the past year. Much interest is felt in the religious instructing [of] the blacks, and some of our ministers direct especial and regular efforts for their benefit, and with most happy results.

Some of the brethren whose time is not fully engaged by them in their respective charges have directed a portion of their labours as voluntary missionaries, to the feeble churches and destitute missions in our bounds.

It is gratifying to the Presbytery to be able to state that notwithstanding the distressing and distracting condition of temporal affairs in our region of the country, the members of our churches generally maintain a fair and consistent walk, value the means of grace, 

[21]

and are growing in piety. Temperance Societies
 exist in most of our congregations. Liberal contributions to the Bible and tract societies
 have been made. What have been done for Benevolent Institutions will appear from the Statistical Report.

Standing Rule

Resolved, that it be a standing rule in this presbytery that no person be elected to any office in the Presbytery unless he be first nominated.

Commissioner [to General Assembly]

Bishop James Weatherby was elected commissioner to the next Gen’l Assembly and Bishop A. McCallum his alternate.

Assessment

The committee of assessment reported and their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

 [22]

Holly Springs Church
$20.
Paid

College
   do.
$15

Oxford

    “
12.50
Paid

Hopewell
    “
10.00   Paid

Hudsonville
    “       10.00   Paid

Greenwood         “         7.50   Paid

Hernando            “       10.00   Paid

Chulahoma         “         7.50   

Lebanon              “         5.00

Panola                 “         5.00

Nazareth              “         5.00   Paid

Contingent Fund

Bishop Hurd 50 cts., R. H. Buford .50, D. L. Gray .50, Henry Branch 50 cts., D. McNair .50, W B. Means [ditto], Dr. Sam’l B. McNees [ditto].

Presbytery adjourned to meet in this place tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 








Concluded with prayer.

[23]








Holly Springs, March 25, 1842








9 o’clock, a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as above. Elders S. P. McNees and Z. Conkey
 appeared in Presbytery and their excuses being sus​tained took their seats.

The committee appointed to examine the session book of Holly Springs report that it be approved to page 48 with an exception noticed on the session book.

The committee to examine the session book of Hudsonville, recommend that it be ap​proved to page 24 with two exceptions noticed on the session book.

Elder Wm. B. Means appeared in Pres. and his excuses were sustained and he took his seat.

Resolved that Chap. 3rd of the Directory of Worship be urged upon the attention of the min​​isters 

[24]

of this Presbytery inasmuch as the reading of the scriptures form an important part of the public worship of God.

Memorial for a New Synod

The committee appointed to memorialize the Gen’l Assembly for the organization of a new Synod, reported and their report was accepted and adopted, and is as follows, viz:

The Presbytery of Holly Springs would respectfully petition your venerable body to take into consideration the importance and propriety of organizing a new Synod to be com​posed of the following Presbyteries, viz: Western District, Arkansas, and Holly Springs. 

for the following reasons, viz:

1st. The Synod of Mississippi is now composed of 6 presbyteries and after the expected change of lines by your body between the Synod of Alabama and Mississippi, it will be composed of 7.

[25]

2nd. So great is the distance now that it is impossible for many of the brethren to attend the meetings of Synod.

3rd. The Synod of Mississippi so organized will comprise 3 whole states.

4th. We believe that the glory of God will be advanced by the change—All which is re​spectfully submitted to the decision of your venerable body.

Church at Hernando

Bishop McNair having requested that the Presbytery dissolve the pastoral relation at pres​ent existing between him and the church at Hernando, and the elder from that church hav​ing stated to Presby. that the congregation had given their reluctant consent, therefore Resolved, that the request of Bishop McNair be granted.

[26]

Bishop Daniel McNair on his own application was dismissed from this Presbytery to the Presbytery of Tombigbee and the Stated Clerk directed to furnish him the proper testi​monials.

Bishop Hurd

on application was dismissed from this Presbytery to the Presbytery of N. Alabama and the Stated Clerk directed to furnish him with the proper testimonials.

Publication

Resolved, that the stated clerk publish such parts of our minutes as he may deem expedi​ent in the Watchman of the South and Charleston Observer.

Committee of Missions

The committee of missions and supplies reported and their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows-viz:

Of the eleven churches in connection with

[27]

this Presbytery, 7 are regularly supplied with the means of grace, leaving 4 destitute, Hernando, College, Panola, and Lebanon. And for the supply of these they recommend that every minister in our bounds supply two Sabbaths each between this and the fall meet​ing of Presbytery, and the brethren who visit vacant churches and other places are directed to advocate the cause of domestic missions and all sums obtained shall be placed in the hands of the Com. of Missions, who shall allow a proper compensation to those ministers who render said service and who are not supported by their respective congre​gations and they further recommend the appointment of a Com. of Missions to take charge of this whole affair.

Resolved, that Bishop D. L. Gray and elders Means and Anderson of Hudsonville Ch. 

[28]

and elders James Elder and James P. Means of the Holly Springs church be a committee of missions, and Bishop Gray be the Secretary and General Agent, and that they meet on the adjournment of the Presbytery and after that on their own adjournment, and make a full report at each stated session of Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Preston on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in October at 11 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with prayer, doxology and apostolical benediction.








Angus McCallum,









Clerk.








James Weatherby,









Stated Clerk.

[29]








Preston,
 Mississippi








Sept’r 29, 1842

The Presbytery of Holly Springs met according to adjournment, a quorum not being pres​ent, the meeting was adjourned until 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock, p.m.

Presbytery met a quorum being present a sermon was preached by the (last) Moderator from Gal. 3rd [chapter] 2nd verse, “This only would I learn” etc. After sermon, presby​tery was opened with prayer. The following members were present. Bishops James Weatherby, Dan’l L. Gray, and Angus McCallum. Ruling Elders James Means, Z. Con​key, and R. H. Buford. 

Bishop James Weatherby was chosen Moderator and Bishop A. McCallum, Temporary Clerk.

[30]

The minutes of the last meeting were read.

[General Assembly Report]

Resolved, that Bishop D. L. Gray and elder R. H. Buford be a committee to examine the minutes of the last General Assembly and report to this presbytery any thing that may require attention.

Hopewell and Greenwood churches failed to take up collections for Domestic purposes.

The commissioner to the last General Assembly made his report which was accepted and adopted.

The College, Greenwood, Chulahoma, Lebanon and Panola Churches have failed to pay their proportion to the Commissioner’s fund.

Bishop D. L. Gray and Z. Conkey were appointed a committee to memorialize Synod with regard to the boundary line of Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in this place tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock a.m.

      Concluded with prayer.

[31]

Friday morning, 9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Resolved, that the Moderator, Elders Z. Conkey and J. N. Harper be a committee to make arrangements for the religious exercises during the meeting.

[Committee on Domestic Missions]

The Committee on Domestic Missions made a report, which was accepted and adopted, and is as follows, viz:

The Committee of Missions report that they have left no prudent means untried to secure a missionary to labour in the bounds of this Presbytery and have not been able to secure one. They further report that the field is very inviting, and that one or two might be profit​​ably employed and they report further that the Sec’y and Gen. Agent has spent a month and a half in the service of the [committee’s assigned task].

[32]

They would further recommend the appointment of another committee to take charge of the subject.

Report of the Treasurer of the Committee

Received from Hudsonville church
$14.38

College and Oxford


  28.50

Holly Springs



  17.12






$60.00

Paid Gen’l Agent for services done
$60.00




Wm. B. Means, 

Treas.

Resolved, that Bishop J. Weatherby, Elder Z. Conkey, and E. Davidson of the Oxford Church and R. H. Buford and A. Shaw
 of the College Church be a Committee on Mis​sions and that Bishop Weatherby be Secretary and Gen’l Agent, and that they meet immediately after adjournment of Presbytery and afterward on their own adjournment.

[33]

Resolved, that the first money collected by this Presbytery for Domestic Missions be applied to the liquidation of our old debt due a Brother for services rendered in the bounds of this Presbytery.

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the last Gen’l Assembly reported and their report was accepted and adopted.

Resolved, that Z. Conkey, R. H. Buford, and Bishop Gray be a committee to embody in the form of a resolution such things from the Minutes of the Assembly as may require immediate attention.

[Memorial to Synod Concerning Name and Boundaries of Presbytery]

The committee appointed to memorialize the next Synod with regard to the change of the name of this Presbytery and also with regard to our boundary lines reported, which was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:
 [34]

The Presbytery of Holly Springs being in session at Preston, Miss.—Sep. 29, 1842, would respectfully memorialize the Synod of Miss.-and request that body to change the name of this Presbytery from Holly Springs to Chickasaw, and to extend our southern boundary east so as to intersect the Alabama state line in or near the County of Monroe, thence north to the State of Tennessee.

Resolved, that the Stated Clerk be instructed to embody such facts as may present them​selves to his mind, to induce the Synod to grant our request.

Resolved, that the next stated session of this Presbytery be held in Hudsonville on Thurs​day before the first Sabbath in April at 11:00 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery had a recess until 3 ½ o’clock
 p.m.

[35]








3 ½  o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. 

[General Assembly Minutes]

The committee appointed to embody in the form of a resolution, such items from the minutes from the last General Assembly, as may require immediate reported, which re​port was accepted, and is as follows, viz:

The Committee on the Minutes of the Ge​n Ass. Report that on page 16 resolutions 1 and 2 demand attention, and that on page 17 there is a resolution demanding the attention of Presby. on pages 25, 29. On page 31 Hymn Book, page 32. Page 35. Education.

Resolved, That we urge upon all the members of our church to take the Foreign Missions Chronicle at 12 ½ cents, or 100 copies for $5.00 sent to the address of one man.

Resolved, That if any person can find suitable young men for the Gospel Ministry, they

[36]

will report them to Presbytery at their next meeting, to make provision for their educa​tion. 

[Church of Tallahatchie County]

The Church of Talahatchie County made application and was taken under the care of this Presbytery.

Mr. James N. Harper an elder from the Church of Talahatchie, appeared in Pres. and took his seat.

 [Standing Rule]

Resolved, that it be a standing rule of this Presbytery, that each minister preach once a year to his churches on the subject of Domestic Missions, and take up a collection to aid our Board, and that they preach on the subject in such vacant churches as opportunity may offer.

 [Domestic Missions]

Resolved, that the Brethren of this Pres. be called upon to know whether they had com​plied with the requisition of the last Pres. respecting Domestic Missions—Reported compliance in full.

[37]

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock a.m.








Saturday morning, 9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of last session were read and approved.

Resolved, that Bishop Gray and elder J. N. Harper be a committee of supplies
 to report during the present session of Presby—

The above named committee made the following report, which was accepted and adopted, viz:

D. L. Gray
1 Sabbath at Hernando

D. L. Gray
1    ditto        Chulahoma

D. Baker
1    ditto        Panola

J. Weatherby   1    ditto        Preston

   ditto              1    ditto        Lebanon

A. McCallum   1   ditto        College

And each church so supplied shall pay at the same [time] to the supply, $5.00, and they need not 

[38]

make application for a second supply ‘till they liquidate the debt.

Presbytery had a recess until 11 o’clock.








11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met. Received at Preston from a collection taken up for the cause of Missions $15.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Hudsonville on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in April, concluded with prayer, doxology and apostolic benediction.








J. Weatherby, Mod’r

A. McCallum, Tem. Clerk.





James Weatherby,





      Stated Clerk.
 [39]

Oxford, December 17, 1843

A Constitutional pro re nata meeting of the Presbytery of Holly Springs having been cal​led by the Moderator to meet at this time and place to receive Bishop S. Hurd and others.

Presbytery met and was opened with a sermon by Bishop D. L. Gray from Heb. 2:3.
 

After sermon presbytery was constituted by prayer by the Moderator.

Members present. Bishops Daniel Baker, James Weatherby, D. L. Gray, A, McCallum. Elders—Kenneth Clark, Z. Conkey, and A. Shaw.

Presbytery had a recess until 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

On motion Bishop Hurd was received a member of this Presbytery. Bro. Hurd was re​ceived on his certificate from the Pres. of N. Alabama, and the standing rule of the Gen. Assembly was suspended for the following reasons-viz:

[40]

1. Because he has been from us but a few months and

2nd. Because his health is such that he cannot be with us.

[Candidate for Ministry Received]

Mr. Daniel S. Baker
 was introduced to Presbytery by Bishop D. L. Gray as a candidate for the Gospel Ministry. After having been examined on experimental religion
 his rea​sons with regard to his desiring to enter on the work of the gospel ministry, he was re​ceived under the care of Presbytery. 

Mr. Baker was examined on the Latin and Greek language, and geography, which exami​​nation was sustained as parts of trial preparatory to licensure.

“An Detum  peccatum  originale,” was assigned Mr. Baker as an exegesis.

He was recommended to be prepared to stand an examination on Natural Philosophy at the next stated session of Presby. After prayer, singing, & the Apostolic benediction

[41]

Presbytery adjourned sine die.








James Weatherby, Moderator

A. McCallum, T. Clk.







James Weatherby, Stated Clerk
Presbytery of Chickasaw

First Session








Hudsonville, Miss.








March 30, 1843

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment (The Synod of Mississippi hav​ing at the request of presbytery changed the name from Holly Springs to Chick​asaw) and was opened with a sermon by the moderator, Bishop James Weatherby, from Colos​sians 4th chap., 12 verse—“Epaphras, who is one of you,” etc.

[42]

Constituted by prayer.

Members Present

Bishops Daniel Baker, Thomas C. Stuart, James Weatherby, Daniel L. Gray, Wm A. Gray and Angus McCallum—with 

Ruling Elders, J. P. Means, Holly Springs—Wm B. Means, Hudsonville, A. S. Suggs, Ripley, J. N. Phifer, Greenwood.

Members Absent

Bishops S. Hurd and J. B. Stafford

Bishop Daniel Baker
 was elected Mod’r, Wm. A. Gray, Temp. Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.

Supplies

Inquiry was made whether the supplies had attended to the orders of Presbytery, where​upon it appeared that the brethren had attended upon their appointments, except Bro. Baker whose reason for non-compliance was not 

[43]

sustained, and Bro. Weatherby whose excuse for non-compliance was accepted as satis​factory.

Minutes of Gen. Assembly

Bishops D. L. Gray, Weatherby and elder J. N. Phifer were appointed a committee to examine the minutes of the Gen’l Assembly, and bring before Presbytery whatever may require their attention.

Coloured Servant Ellis

Communications were laid before Presbytery relating to Ellis, a coloured servant, whom the Synods of Alabama & Mississippi propose purchasing to send as a missionary to the colony called Mississippi in Africa, which communications were placed in the hands of Bishops Weatherby and D. L. Gray, to report during the present session—

Presbytery had a recess.

After recess, Bishop Gray and elder Means were appointed a committee to regulate the re​ligious

 [44]

exercises of the meeting.

A letter was received from the [Corresponding?] Secretary of the Gen. Ass. Board of Edu​​cation, thro’ Bishop Weatherby, and on motion, he as stated clerk of Presbytery was directed to answer the letter and give the information sought.

Comm. on Session Books

The following committees were appointed to examine the Session books of the churches-

Bishop McCallum and Elder J. N. Phifer

Ripley and Holly Springs

     “
Stuart
                       J. P. Means

Hernando

     “     D. L. Gray and     “    Wm B. Means 

College

     “     T. C. Stuart
     “     A. J. Scruggs

Oxford

     “     Weatherby            “     J. P. Means                  Hudsonville

     “             do.                               ​do.                        Salem

     “      McCallum           “      Jno. Gray                    Providence

Bishops Weatherby, D. L. Gray, and elder Wm B. Means were appointed a committee of supplies.

[45]

Resolved that a free conversation on the state of religion be the order of the day for Sat​ur​day 10 o’clock, a.m.

Comm. on Missions

The committee on missions reported, and their report was accepted and adopted, and the same committee was continued.

Candidate

Bishop Weatherby introduced to Presbytery Mr. Hugh H. Kimmons, as a candidate for the Gospel Ministry, who after being examined upon experimental religion, and upon the motives which induced him to seek the office of the Gospel Ministry, was received, and Bishops Weatherby, Stuart, and elder Wm B. Means, were appointed to examine Mr. Kim​mons on his literary and scientific qualifications, and that our candidate, Mr. Daniel S. Baker be requested to appear before the same committee for examination on such branches of

[46]

his literary studies as may have been assigned him.

Exegesis

Mr. Daniel S. Baker read a Latin exegesis before presbytery, which was committed to Bishop McCallum and elder A. S. Suggs for examination.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in this place tomorrow morning, 9 ½ o’clock, a.m.

Friday morning, 
9 ½ o’clock, a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as before. Minutes of last session were read.

Elder Jno. Gray from Spring Hill Church and Robert Gilmer from Providence Church
 appeared in Presbytery and took their seats.

Bishop Wm V. Frierson
 presented a certificate of dismission from South Alabama Presby. to join the Tombigbee Presbytery, which dismission 

[47]

having been given previous to the action of Synod giving to this Presbytery that portion of territory occupied by Brother Frierson. Whereupon after a satisfactory examination of his views on theology, he took his seat as a member of this presbytery.

Elder Geo. A. Phifer a ruling elder from Salem Church, appeared, and tendering satis​fac​tory excuse for tardiness, took his seat.

Examination of Candidates

The committee appointed to examine Mr. H. H. Kimmons & Mr. Daniel S. Baker, report that Mr. Kimmons was examined upon the Latin and Greek languages, Algebra,
 Geom​etry, N[atural] Philosophy, and Astronomy all of which were sustained as part of trial.

The committee on the records of the Holly Springs

[48]

Church, reported, recommending the approval of the book with some specified excep​tions, to page ___ .

Colporteur

Resolved that we as a presbytery enter into the views of the American Tract Society and immediately make an effort to raise the funds to sustain a colporteur
 in North Missis​sippi-

Resolved 2. In order to carry out the above resolution the subscribers pledge themselves to raise the sums annexed to their respective names—viz:

Daniel Baker

Holly Springs

$40.00

Wm A. Gray

Ripley


  10.00

James Weatherby
Oxford, etc.

  30.00

W. V. Frierson

Pontotoc, etc.

  15.00

Wm B. Means

Hudsonville Ch              20.00

D. L. Gray                                                          10.00

A. McCallum

Greenwood and Coll [?] 20.00
                                                                          145

[49]

Major Gray




      1.00

T. C. Stuart

Monroe

    10.00

Mr. Dover                                                             1.00
                                                                           157.00

Resolved,


The money so pledged shall be transmitted to Mr. E. H. Porter, Memphis by the 1 day of May.

Presbytery had a recess until after divine worship
—

Presbytery met. The committee on the Minutes of the last General Assembly reported and the report was recommitted to the same committee.

The committee of the session book of Greenwood reported, recommending its approval to page 21.

[50]

Next Meeting

Resolved That when this Presbytery adjourns it will adjourn to meet in Ripley on Thurs​day before 1 Sabbath in October at 7 o’clock, p.m.

Commissioner

Resolved that it is inexpedient to send a commissioner to the next Gen’l Assembly.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Oxford church, reported and their report was adopted.

Presbytery had a recess until after divine service.

Session Books

Resolved That after the adoption of reports on Sessional Records, the chairman of the com​mittee shall write their report in the session book for the signature of the Moderator.

Exegesis

The following subject was assigned Mr. 
[51]

Kimmons for an exegesis: “An ne set christus vere Deus?” and he was directed to be prepared to stand an examination on the 1st ten chapters of the Confession of Faith at the next meeting of Presbytery.

Commissioner’s Fund

The following sums were paid the Stated Clerk for Contingent Fund of Gen’l Assembly-

Daniel Baker

50 cents.


J. P. Means

50 cents

D. L. Gray

50



Wm B. Means

50

T. C. Stuart

50



John Gray

50

J. Weatherby

50



J. N. Phifer

50

Wm V. Frierson
50



Geo. A. Phifer

50

Wm A. Gray

50



A. S. Suggs

50

A. McCallum

50



R. Gilmer

50


         3.50



Elders

         3.50








Ministers                  3.50









         7.00

Since the adjournment, received from Bro Hurd .50, 

         1.00
Bro Kilpatrick .50.






         8.00

[52]

Standing Rule

Resolved That to be a standing rule of the Presbytery that the statistical report of churches be handed to the Stated Clerk the second day of our Spring sessions—

Supplies

The Committee of Supplies reported, and their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

Salem.

D. L. Gray & Wm Gray—each one day

Fulton.

T. C. Stuart & Wm. V. Frierson, each one day

Panola

Weatherby & Baker, admin. Sac. L. Supper

Chulahoma
D. L. Gray & Weatherby,       ditto

Leave of Absence was granted Brother Stuart from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock, concluded with prayer.

[53]

Saturday morning, 9 o’clock, a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer. Present as above. Minutes of yesterday were read.

The committee on the Session Book of Hudsonville reported, recommending the appro​val of said book, which report was adopted.

Eldership

Resolved that it is the opinion of this Presbytery that every session shall be represented in this Pres. At all its meetings according to our interpretation of the Book of Discipline.

Free Conversation

The hour of ten having arrived, a free conversation, as the order of the day took place, and Bishops D. L. Gray and McCallum were appointed a committee to take notes, and pre​pare a narrative of the State of Religion—

[54]

Narrative

The Committee on the Narrative of the State of Religion within our bounds report, that in many of our churches that have been revivals of religion and nearly all are in a pros​per​ous condition—In many the benevolent objects of the day have received attention. Bible classes are in successful operation, and in some there is regular and stated preach​ing to the Blacks—

The Stated Clerk made his statistical report to Presbytery, which was accepted & adop​ted.

[Baker Exegesis Approved]

The committee appointed to examine the Latin exegesis of Mr. Baker, report that they have attended to that duty & recommend that it be approved, which report was accepted and adopted-

[55]

Publication

Resolved that the Stated Clerk have discretionary power to publish the minutes of Pres​bytery.

Missionary Sermon

Brother Baker, according to previous appointment preached a missionary sermon from Pm 17:15, after which $16.55 was collected for Domestic Missions.








Presbytery had a recess.

[Minutes of the General Assembly]

The committee to whom the Report on the Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly was re​com​mitted reported and their report was accepted & adopted and is as follows, viz:

The committee report that as Stated Supplies,
 are not known to our Book of Discipline, we would earnestly request all the churches within our bounds to be prepared to show to Presbytery at the next stated sessions, why they are not discontinued.

[56]

2nd. The committee recommend that we enter into the views of the General Assembly with regard to the centennial celebration of the Westminster Assembly, and would most respectfully recommend to the Gen’l Assembly the propriety of calling upon the churches on that day for a thank offering to be invested in a fund to support superannuated minis​ters and their families—

3rd.  That we disapprove of any alteration or addition to the 15th chap. of the Book of Dis​cipline. 

[Parts for Candidate Baker’s Examination Assigned]

The first 14 verses of the 1st chap. of Jno. was assigned to Mr. Baker for a critical exer​cise, and he was directed to be prepared to stand an examination on the first 10 chapters of the Confession of Faith by the next meeting of Presbytery.

The committee on the sessional records of the Ripley Church reported and their report was 

[57]

accepted, and the committee discharged, and the Presbytery directed that a new Session Book be procured and that the records be transcribed in due form.

Presbytery had a recess until after worship.

The committee on the sessional records of Providence reported, and recommend that the book was well kept, and their report was accepted and adopted-

Servant Ellis

The committee with reference to the purchase
 of Ellis reported, and their report was ac​cepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

Your committee think that the subject is one that ought to engage the serious attention of Presbytery immediately. In order to secure Ellis and his family, we should call unto ac​tive operation all our Christian energies so that nothing should prevent the accom​plish-

[58]

ment the object—And your committee recommend that as soon as the members of Pres. Return to their respective charges, that they lay the subject before them and secure sub​scriptions to be paid next October in time for the action of our Synod.
The committee on the session book of Salem Church, reported, and recommended as well kept, and their report was accepted and adopted.

Reading Standing Rules

Resolved that the stated clerk embody and read before the Pres. At its semi-annual meet​ings the Standing Rules of Pres.

[Erection of New Synod Inexpedient]

Resolved that the Presbytery deem the erection of a new synod is inexpedient at this time.

[59]

Resolved that Bishop D. L. Gray be appointed agent of Presbytery to carry out the Plan of Presbytery on securing our proportion of the funds necessary for the purchase of Ellis.

Education

Resolved that the Bishops of this Presbytery each preach a sermon, and take up a col​lec​tion for the support of candidates for the ministry under our care, before the next spring sessions of Presby.

Resolved that Presbytery now adjourn to meet in Ripley on Thursday before the first Sab​bath in October at 7 o’clock, p.m.

Concluded with prayer, singing, and the apostolic benediction.








Dan’l Baker, Moderator

Wm A. Gray, Tem. Clk.








James Weatherby,








       Stated Clerk.

 [60]

Ripley,
 Sept. 28, 1843

Second Session

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with a ser​mon by the Moderator Bishop Dan’l Baker from John 7th chap. 4th v.

After sermon the Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Members Present

Bishops





Elders

Daniel Baker





Jas Means, Holly Springs

Thos C. Stuart





Wm Spencer, Monroe

James B. Stafford




Jas Gilmer, Lebanon

James Weatherby




Alex. Savage, Farmington

Dan’l L. Gray





Jas H. Cowan, Hudsonville

Wm V. Frierson




R. Gilmer, Providence

Angus McCallum




B. Godfrey,
 Spring Hill

Wm A. Gray





Jno. M. Phifer, Greenwood








R. Johnson, Ripley








A. W. Davis, Willington








A. C. I. Weatherall, Bethany

[61]

Bishop Sam’l Hurd was absent.

Bishop James B. Stafford
 was elected Mod’r, and Bishop D. L. Gray, Temporary Clerk.

Church Organized

The committee appointed at the last stated sessions to organize a church, reported com​pliance, and the name of the church Bethesda
 on motion was put on the roll.

Minutes of the last sessions were read.

The Rev’d A. Johnson of the Concord Pres. [North Carolina] being present was invited to take his seat as a corresponding member.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock, a.m. Concluded with prayer.








Sept. 29, 8 o’clock, a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was constituted with prayer. 

Present as before.

[62]

Church Organized

Bro Stuart reported that he had organized a church at Fulton,
 which church was received, and its name entered on the roll.

The Standing Rules of the Presbytery were read.

Comm. of Supplies

Bishops Weatherby and Gray and elder A. W. Davis were appointed a committee of sup​plies.

Bishop Kilpatrick Received

Brother Kilpatrick
 was presented to Presbytery, his dismission from the Presbytery of Nash​​ville through the Stated Clerk. Bro. K. being detained by family affliction, Presby​tery thought in view of all the facts in the case that we depart so far from the recom​mendation of the Gen’l Assembly, as to receive him without examination and he was accordingly received a member of this Presbytery and his name was put on the roll.

[63]

Bro. Johnson

Permission was granted to Bro. Johnson to labour in the bounds of this Presbytery.

Petition for Organization

On petition from several individuals, to have a church organized near the Ocktookalopha Creek, Brother Weatherby and one of his elders was appointed to assist them and or​gan​ize a church if advisable.

Gen’l Assembly

Bishops Weatherby and Stuart and elder Savage were appointed a committee to examine the minutes of the last Gen’l Assembly, and report to Presbytery.

Candidate

Our candidate D. S. Baker through his father expressed a desire to enter the College of New Jersey at Princeton, and prosecute his future studies preparatory to the Ministry, at that institution,
 to which desire presbytery acceded and directed the Stated

[64]

Clerk to furnish him with the proper papers.

Call to Bro. Frierson

The churches of Providence and Spring Hill
 each presented a call for half of the time of Bishop Wm V. Frierson, which being in order were put into his hands.

Report to Synod

The Stated Clerk presented the Presbyterian report to Synod, which was accepted & adopted, and Clerk directed to forward it to Synod.

Missionary Sermon

Resolved that the preaching of the Missionary Sermon be the order of the day for tomor​row at 11:00 o’clock.

Brother Frierson signed his acceptance of the calls from Providence and Spring Hill, and Presbytery ordered that Bishops Stuart and Weatherby, meet at Pontotoc
 

[65]

on Saturday before the 2nd Sabbath in Nov. to attend to the installation of Bro Frierson. Brother Stuart to preach the sermon and preside, and Brother Weatherby [to] deliver the charge to the minister, and the charge to the people.

Next Meeting

Resolved that when this Presbytery adjourns it will adjourn to meet in Pontotoc on Thurs​day before the first Sabbath in April at 7 o’clock, p.m.

Pastoral Relation

The vacant churches were called upon to show why the Pastoral relations were not con​stituted, and their reasons were sustained.

Supplies

The committee of supplies reported and their report was accepted and recommitted to the same committee with the addition of Bro Baker—

[66]

Resolved that Bishops Weatherby & Baker and elder Cowan be a committee to confer with Bishop D. L. Gray in reference to his laboring as a missionary within our bounds.

Com. on Gen’l Assembly

The committee on the Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly recommend that each minister preach a sermon on the Sanctification of the Sabbath, which report was accepted and adopted, and each minister was ordered to preach on that subject before the next spring sessions of Presbytery-

The committee to confer with Bro. D. Gray reported and their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows viz:

The committee appointed to confer with Bro. Gray report that they have had an interview with that brother, and he has consented to

[67]

make an experiment, by giving us one-half of his time in Missionary labours between the 1st of January and the next stated sessions of Pres. and that they further recommend to Pres. to give Brother Gray $600 p. annum, and pro rata for any time he may devote to this cause.

Miss. Sermon

The Missionary Sermon was preached and $27.50 collected.

Treasurer

Ruling elder Jas. H. Cowan
 was elected Treasurer of Presbytery.

Willington

At the request of the church of Talahatchie Cy. the name was changed to Willington.

Candidate

Mr. H. H. Kimmons, not being present, was directed to prepare for examination. Ten chap​​ters in the Confession of Faith, next to the last assigned him, and critical exercise from

[68]

the first chapter of Hebrews, to be read at our next meeting.

Resolved that Presbytery now adjourn to meet in Pontotoc on Thursday before the 1st Sab​bath in April at 7 o’clock, p.m. Concluded with prayer, singing, and apostolic bene​diction.








James Stafford, Mod’r

D. L. Gray, Tem. Clerk








James Weatherby, Stated Clerk

Supplies

Bro. Frierson

1 [Sabbath]
Fulton

Gray, W. A.
1 S.
Bethesda

        Stuart

“        “

Olney

Stafford
  “
Farmington

        Gray, D. L.
“        “             Chulahoma
Baker

  “        Chulahoma &











       Panola

        Kilpatrick
“        “    
Panola

McCallum
  “
Chulahoma

        Weatherby
“        “

Nazareth…collection for D[omestic] M[issions]

[69]

Thus far approved with the following exceptions:

1st. That there is a resolution on page 53 in these words: “Resolved that it is the opinion of this Presbytery that every Session shall be represented in this Presbytery at all its meetings according to our interpretation of the Book of Discipline,” which seems to imply that there is no case in which two congregations, having distinct sessions can be united under one pastor so as to be entitled to but one representative in Presbytery. If this be the meaning it is plainly contrary to our Form of Government, Chapter X, Section IV.

2nd. On page 62 record is made of the fact that a brother was received from the Presbytery of Nashville by letter only and without examination.








D. L. Gray,








    Mod. of Synod

[70]

blank page

[71]

Presbytery of Chickasaw

Third Session








Pontotoc, April 4, 1844

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a ser​mon by the Moderator, Rev’d James B. Stafford from Romans 5:1: “Therefore being,” etc. 

After sermon the Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Members Present

Bishops  





Ruling Elders

James B. Stafford




Morris Hamner

James Weatherby




Jas. H. Cowan

Dan. L. Gray





O. Wiley

Samuel Hurd





J. E. Taliaferro

A. W. Kilpatrick




H. Buford

Wm V. Frierson




Jno. W. Kendrick

Wm A. Gray





Robert Morrison

Absent: Bishops Dan’l Baker, Angus McCallum, and Thomas C. Stuart.

[72]

Bishop W. A. Gray
 was elected Moderator & Bishop A. W. Kilpatrick elected Tem. Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.

Supplies

On enquiry, it appeared that the supplies, or missionary services directed at the last meet​ing were attended to.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet in this place tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.








Friday morning, 







8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment—present as before. Presbytery was opened with prayer. The minutes of the last meeting were read.

Rev’d Mr. Young of Mecklenburg Presbytery being present was invited to take his seat as a corresponding member.

The Rev’d Angus McCallum being present gave reasons for tardiness which were deemed satisfactory.

[73]

Com. on Session Books

The following committees were appointed to examine the records of sessions-

Holly Springs

Messrs Stafford & Cowan

Oxford


     “
Hurd & Morrison

Hudsonville

     “
Stuart & Wiley

Providence

     “
Kilpatrick and Kendrick

Spring Hill

     “     D. L. Gray & Taliaferro

New Hope

     “     D. L. Gray & Buford

Lebanon

     “     McCallum & Hamner

Bethany

     “     McCallum & Cowan

Religious Exercises

The Moderator, Pastor of this Church & elder Gilmer were appointed a committee on re​ligious exercises-

Bro. Hurd

The following communication from Rev’d S. Hurd, is by order of Presbytery entered up​on their records, viz:

“I hereby communicate to Presbytery that

[74]

I am still unable to perform the active duties of the ministry by reason of an aff[l]iction of the throat, which for nearly two years has prevented me entirely from preaching. Several meetings of Presbytery having been held, which I failed to attend on account of my in​firm health, I now ask the Presb. To place this communication on record to show the rea​son why I am without charge.

Pontotoc, April 5, 1844



Samuel Hurd[”]

Board of Education

A communication from the Board of Education addressed to the presbytery was read by the Stated Clerk & submitted to the following committee, viz: Rev’d James Weatherby and elder H. Buford.

Cor. Member

Rev’d Mr. Feemster of the Cumberland Pres’n Church
 being present was invited to take a

[75]

seat as a corresponding member.

Next Meeting of Pres.

Resolved that when Presbytery adjourns, they adjourn to meet at Hopewell Church on Thursday before the first Sabbath in October next at 11 o’clock, a.m.

Resolved that the order of the day at 2 o’clock this afternoon to attend to the examination of the candidate under our care.

Ooktookalopha Church

The committee appointed to organize a church at Oktookalopha reported compliance and the name of the church was entered upon our minutes.

Board of Missions

The following resolutions were adopted, viz:

1st. That this Presbytery shall be and hereby is auxiliary to the Synodical Board of Mis​sions

[76]

2nd. That each minister be required to take up in his church annually a subscription for all or any of the benevolent objects under the control of the church.

3rd. That Presbytery call on all the members at its spring sessions to report what they have done.

4th. That all the funds so collected shall be paid to the Treasurer of Presby. and held sub​ject to their order, under the control of Synod.

5th. That an Executive Committee be appointed consisting of two ministers and one elder to take charge of this whole subject and report semiannually
 to Presbytery.

Revs. James Weatherby, D. L. Gray and elder James H. Cowan were appointed our exec​utive committee in pursuance of the above resolution.

Resolved that the Stated Clerk transmit a copy of the foregoing resolution to the execu​tive Com. of Synod.

[77]

Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart appeared, and gave satisfactory reasons for not attending at an earlier period.

Cor. Member

The Rev’d A. Johnson of Concord Presbytery being present, was invited to take a seat as a corresponding member.

Presbytery had a recess until 2 o’clock.

Candidate

After recess, the order of the day, being the examination of their candidate Mr. Kimmons was taken up.

Mr. Kimmons read a Latin exegesis and critical exercise which were committed to Messrs Hurd and Weatherby with instructions to report during the present sessions.

Com. Session Books

The committees of the Session Books of the churches of Monroe,
 Hudsonville, Holly Springs, reported

[78]

approval, which reports were accepted and adopted-

The examination of Mr. Kimmons on the Confession of Faith was commenced and con​tinued while Presby. had a recess for Public Worship. After recess the examination of Mr. Kimmons was continued until Presbytery adjourned.

Adjourned to meet in this place tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock, concluded with prayer.








Pontotoc, April 6, 1844, 8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as above.

Mr. Wm Van Cannon, a ruling elder from the church of Bethesda appeared in Presbytery and took his seat.

Com. on Session Books

The committee on the Session Book of Providence reported that they had examined the book and

[79]

recommend its approval to page 16, which report was accepted and adopted.

Mem. of Synod on Pres. Records

Presbytery of Chickasaw would respectfully ask the Synod to tell them what they mean precisely by the minute they ordered to be placed on our record book, as there is a dif​fer​ence of opinion with them as to its meaning.

Comm. of Examination

The committee on the examination of the exegesis and critical exercise of Mr. Kimmons report that they recommend the critical exercise as a part of trial, and that they cannot approve of the exegesis, which report was accepted and adopted.

Whereupon Presbytery requested Mr. Kimmons to present another exegesis on the same theme at the next meeting of Presby.

[80]

Assessment

Messrs Stuart and Fulton were appointed to make an assessment of the churches on the commissioner’s fund, who reported, which report was accepted and adopted, and is as follows, viz:


Holly Springs


          $5.00


Monroe



2.00


Bethany



2.00


New Hope



2.00


Oxford




4.00


Hopewell



4.00


Hudsonville



5.00


Providence



4.00


Spring Hill



4.00


Ripley




5.00


Greenwood



4.00


Preston



5.00


College



6.00


Lebanon



4.00


Bethesda



3.00

 [81]

Rev’d Thomas Davis

The Rev’d Thomas Davis
 thro’ a member of presbytery presented certain papers, con​taining the action of the Synod of Alabama in relation to the censures of the Presbytery of Tombigbee, passed upon him whilst that Presbytery was in connexion with the Synod of Alabama.
 The papers were read. And after some remarks by Mr. Davis and by members of Presbytery, it was unanimously resolved that Mr. Davis have leave to withdraw his papers, inasmuch as this Presbytery is now under the authority of the Synod of Mis​sis​sippi and not of the Synod of Alabama.

Com. to the General Assembly

Wm A. Gray Bishop and R. H. Buford elder were appointed commissioners to the next Gen’l Assembly—D. L. Gray Bishop and [?] Kilpatrick elder were appointed their alter​nates,-








Recess until 2 ½ o’clock

[81]*

*Book contains two adjoining pages numbered 81.

After recess Brother Stafford reported the organization of a church named Bethel
 which report was accepted and the name of the church entered upon the records-

Bro Young

Resolved that Rev’d A. W. Young
 of Mecklenberg Presbytery be permitted to labour with​in our bounds until the next stated sessions of the Presbytery.

Supplies

Resolved that the subject of supplies be committed to the Executive Com. of Missions.

Colporteur

Resolved That as a Presbytery we make an effort to continue a colporteur in our bounds-

Brother Weatherby gave notice that he desired a dissolution of the pastoral relation be​tween himself and the church

[82]

at Oxford; whereupon the moderator directed to address a letter to that congregation, re​questing them to appear by their commissioner at the next stated sessions and show rea​sons why this request be not granted—

College Church

Resolved that College Church be permitted to employ as a supply Mr. Wallace, now min​istering to them until steps be taken to call a minister.

Monroe Church

On application being made by sundry individuals asking leave of Pres. to employ Rev’d T. C. Stuart as Stated Supply one fourth of his time at Monroe Church
 & containing their subscriptions toward his support, Resolved that the request be granted.








Presbytery had a recess.
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Missionary Sermon

After recess a missionary sermon was preached by the Rev’d Wm A. Gray and a collection taken up amounting to $12.61, which was placed in the hands of the Treasurer of Presbytery.

Resolved that the Pastor of this Church be requested to return our thanks to the citizens of Pontotoc for their kindness and hospitality to the members of Chickasaw Presbytery.

Adjournment

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Hopewell Church on Thursday before the first Sabbath in October at 11 o’clock, a.m. Concluded with singing, prayer, and apostolic benediction.








W. A. Gray, Mod’r.

A. W. Kilpatrick, Ck, Pro Tem.

James Weatherby,


Stated Clerk.
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Presbytery of Chickasaw

Fourth Session

Hopewell Church, Oct 3rd, 1844

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, at 11 o’clock, a.m., and was opened with a sermon by the moderator, Bishop William A. Gray from Ezekiel 30 chap. from 7 to 9th verses inclusive. Constituted by prayer.

Members Present

Bishops





Ruling Elders

James B. Stafford




P. H. McCutchen

Thos. C. Stuart




Jno. Kimmons

James Weatherby




Jas. M. Morrison

Wm A. Gray





Henry Gilmer

Angus McCallum

Absent. Bishops Dan’l Baker, D. L. Gray, Sam’l Hurd, W. V. Frierson, A. W. Kilpatrick

Bishop T. C. Stuart was elected Moderator, Bishop Angus McCallum, Temp. Clerk.

The minutes of last stated sessions were read.
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Rev’d A. T. Scruggs, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church and agent of the American Bible Society, being present was invited to take a seat as a corresponding mem​​ber.
Presbytery had a recess until 2 ½ o’clock.
After recess presbytery resumed business.

Rev’d A. Johnson

Bishop Angus Johnson
 presented a dismission from the Presbytery of Concord and after examination, was received as a member of this Presbytery, and his name entered upon the roll.

Religious Exercises

The moderator of Pres., pastor of the church, and elder Kimmons were appointed [a com​mittee] on religious exercises.

Mr. Wallace

Mr. James A. Wallace a licentiate from the Presbytery of Tuscaloosa, presented a dis​mis​sion, and was received under the care
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of this Presbytery.

Call from College Church

A call from the College Church was presented to presbytery, for the services of Mr. Wal​lace
 for the whole of his time, which was put in his hands.

Mr. Wallace having signified his willingness to accept the call, presbytery proceeded to examine him preparatory to ordination.

Mr. Samuel Newel a ruling elder from Monroe Church appeared in Presbytery and took his seat.

Mr. R. H. Buford, a ruling elder from College Church, appeared in presbytery and took his seat.

A memorial from the Trustees of N. Miss. College
 was read and committed to Bishops James Weatherby, James B. Stafford, & Elders Kimmons
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with instructions to report during the present sessions of Presbytery.

Quorum

The following preamble and resolution was read and laid on the table for the present, viz:

Whereas the General Assembly of 1843 declared that three ministers, being met at the time and place appointed, are a quorum of Presbytery sufficient to proceed to business with​out the presence of a ruling Elder, and whereas, the same was reaffirmed by the Assem​bly of 1844, Therefore Resolved that in the opinion of this Presbytery, the said de​cision is contrary to our Book of Discipline.
Presbytery had a recess until after Divine Service.

After recess Presbytery resumed business. Bishops D. Baker, D. L. Gray, & W. V. Frier​son appeared in Presbytery, and giving satisfactory reasons

[88]

for tardiness took their seats. Bishop Baker also rendered a satisfactory excuse for his ab​sence from the last stated sessions of Presbytery.

Messrs. Wm F. Mason, a ruling elder from Holly Springs, Jno. Gray, ruling elder from Spring Hill, and P. M. Chord, ruling elder from Providence appeared in Presbytery and took their seats.

Presbytery had an interlocutory meeting to hear a statement from the Rev’d Thomas Davis, after which Presbytery resumed business, and adjourned to meet tomorrow morn​ing at 7 ½ o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Friday morning, 7 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer.

Minutes of yesterday were read.

Mr. Davis

Bishops J. Weatherby, W. V. Frierson & Elder Wm F. Mason were appointed a com​mittee

 [89]

to prepare a minute expressive of the views of Presbytery, in the case of the Rev’d Thomas Davis.

Mr. Wallace

Presbytery proceeded to the examination of Mr. James A. Wallace, as to his acquaintance with experimental religion, and the motives which influenced him to desire the sacred office, which examination was sustained as parts of trial.

Presbytery had a recess until 2 ½ o’clock. 

After recess presbytery resumed business.

Rev. A. W. Kilpatrick

Presbytery having heard of the death of Bishop A. W. Kilpatrick, a member of this Pres​bytery—Resolved that Bishops D. Baker & J. B. Stafford be a committee to prepare a minute expressive of the feelings of Presbytery.

Oxford Church

Col. James Stockard a commissioner from the Oxford Church and congregation appeared
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before Presbytery according to a previous direction of this body, and made known to Presbytery, that the Oxford Church and congregation were unanimously of the opinion that the pastoral relation between them of the Rev’d James Weatherby should not be dis​solved, and desired Presbytery not to dissolve it, wherefore it was Resolved that the prayer of the petitioner be not granted and the pastoral relation continue as heretofore.

Church of Philadelphia

On application, the Church of Philadelphia
 in Marshall County, recently organized was received under the care of Presbytery, and Mr. A. M. Flinn,
 a ruling elder from said church, had his name enrolled.

Mr. Wallace

The examination of Mr. Wallace was continued, and he was examined as to his know​ledge of
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Philosophy, Theology, Ecclesiastical history, the Greek and Hebrew languages, his know​​​ledge of the constitution, the rules & principles of the government and discipline of the church—all which were sustained as parts of trial.

Popular Sermon

Gal. 2:16 was assigned Mr. Wallace as subject for a popular sermon to be delivered be​fore Presbytery.

Com. on Min. of Gen. Assembly

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the Gen’l Assembly reported, which report was recommitted with the addition of Bishop D. L. Gray.

Bishop Kilpatrick

The committee appointed to prepare a minute expressive of the feelings of this Presbytery relative to the death of Brother Kilpatrick reported, which report was accepted and adopted, 
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and is as follows, viz:

As it has pleased God
 in the dispensation of his Providence to remove from us by death one of our members, the Rev’d Abner W. Kilpatrick, we unanimously adopt the fol​low​ing resolutions—viz:

1. That we record the death of Brother Kilpatrick with deep regret, having lost an amiable and beloved brother, and an intelligent, pious, and useful minister of the gospel.

2. That we sympathize with his afflicted family, the bereaved widow and fatherless children, to whom we would affectionately say, do not mourn as those who have no hope, for what is your loss we believe to be his gain, having gone from his labours on earth to his reward in heaven.

3. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the widow of our deceased brother.
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4. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the editors of the Presbyterian and Watchman of the South for insertion in their respective papers.-

Daniel Baker

James B. Stafford, comm.

Mr. Davis

The committee appointed to prepare a minute relative to the case of the Rev’d T. Davis reported, which was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

The Report that the Rev’d Thomas Davis was deposed by the Tombigbee Presbytery in 1839 and that on his appeal to Synod of Alabama, the sentence of the Presbytery was reversed, and his name ordered to be enrolled upon the minutes of said Presbytery, whereupon the Presbytery refused to obey the order of Synod, which order the Synod at a subsequent meeting reconsidered, and
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Mr. Davis was declared to be a member of the Presbytery in whose bounds he resided. And whereas the General Assembly in 1843 sustained this decision of Synod, therefore Resolved that as Mr. Davis lives within the bounds of this Presbytery, that his name be enrolled upon our minutes.

The yeas and nays being called for, 

It appeared that, Bishops James B. Stafford, D. Baker, James Weatherby, A. McCallum, A. Johnson, W. V. Frierson, and Ruling elders Jno. Kimmons, J. M. Morrison, Henry Gilmer, J. W. Newel, W. F. Mason, Wm P. McCord, Jno. Gray, [and] A. M. Flinn, voted in the affirmative—14. Bishops D. L. Gray and elder R. H. Buford voted in the negative—2. Bishop W. A. Gray and Elder P. H. McCutchen, voted non liquet—2.
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Bishop D. L. Gray gave notice that he would enter his dissent from the decision of Pres​bytery in the case of Rev. T. Davis.

Presbytery had a recess until after Divine Service, after recess the business was resumed.

The Rev’d Almarian [?] W. Young presented a dismission from the Presbytery of Muh​len​burg and after an examination he was received and his name enrolled.

Mr. Davis

Presbytery proceeded to the examination of Mr. Davis, which being sustained his name was enrolled on the minutes.

Supplies

The Standing Executive Committee of Missions were constituted a committee of sup​plies.

Preaching to Blacks

Bishop D. L. Gray, A. W. Young, and elder J. Gray were appointed a committee to pre​pare
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a minute on the subject of preaching to the black population.

Resolved that the next Stated Sessions of Presbytery be held at Holly Springs on Thurs​day before the 3rd Sabbath in April at 7 o’clock p.m.

Resolved that each member of this Presbytery pay to our Stated Clerk
 annually at every spring meeting fifty cents for postage and other incidental expenses.

Resolved that each member pay to the Stated Clerk at present 50 cents for past expenses.

Bishops Wm V. Frierson and W. A. Gray be a committee to memorialize Synod with regard to territorial limits.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock, concluded with prayer.
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Saturday morning, 8 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of the last meeting were read.

[Quorum Question]

The preamble and resolution on the quorum question previously laid on the table, was taken up and after some discussion was passed. Bishops J. B. Stafford, A. McCallum, A. Johnson, A. W. Young, T. Davis, and Elders J. Kimmons, J. M. Morrison, H. Gilmer, J. W. Newel, W. P. McCord, and A. M. Flinn voted in the affirmative—11.

Bishops D. Baker, J. Weatherby, D. L. Gray, W. A. Gray, and Elders R. H. Buford, W. F. Mason, J. H. Cowan, P. H. McCutchen, and J. Gray, voted in the negative—9. W. V. Frierson, non liquet-1.

Preaching to the Blacks

The committee appointed to prepare a
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minute on the subject of preaching to the blacks reported, which report was accepted and adopted is as follows, viz:

The committee appointed on the memorial from the Presbytery of Georgia would re​spectfully report:

We hail the memorial as one of the glorious signs of the times pointing to the fulfillment of the prophecy, “Ethiopia shall stretch out her hand to God,” and it calls for gratitude to God for his special blessing on the effort of the brethren of Georgia. 

Your committee feel that the Providence of God demands that all our ministers should devote part of their time to this part of our population. It is now probably 3,000,000 and they have more claims upon our sympathy and Christian effort than any other class of men.
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In the Providence of God, the African race is being elevated faster than any other pagan nation of the earth, and as God has cast the lots of many of them amongst us, and as they are dependent upon us for their temporal and spiritual comfort, therefore,

Resolved 1st That we urge all our elders to form catechetical classes, and devote a part of the Sabbath to oral instruction.

Resolved 2nd That all our ministers make an effort to preach
 to all the blacks in their bounds, or make a special talk to them.

Resolved 3rd That the Stated Clerk of Pres. be requested to write to the Sec’y of the Ass. Board of Missions, and communicate the action of the Presbytery upon this subject, and request their sympathies and prayers.
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Presbytery had a recess until after Divine Service.

After recess Presbytery resumed business. Mr. D. P. Gillespie a ruling elder from the Chulahoma Church appeared in Pres. and took his seat.

Territorial Limits

The committee appointed to memorialize Synod on territorial limits reported, which re​port was accepted, and adopted, and is as follows, viz:

The Presbytery of Chickasaw respectfully memorialize the Synod of Mississippi so to change the line between the Presbyteries of Chickasaw and Tombeckbee as to place the counties of Chickasaw and Monroe within the limits of the Presbytery of Chickasaw for the following reasons, viz:

1. It seems to be the natural division, that the Chickasaw Presbytery should embrace
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the country known as the Chickasaw Nation.

2. It is desirable inasmuch as it will enable neighborhoods where infant churches are spring​ing up to unite and obtain the means of grace. So far as the wish of the individuals living in the aforementioned country are known to this Presbytery the change is desirable.

3. Some efforts having been made by members of this Presbytery to ascertain the wishes of those individuals living in the abovementioned counties, it appears that they are very desirous to have the change effected.

Min. of Assembly

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the Gen’l Assembly reported, which report was accepted and adopted as is, as follows, viz:
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1. In relation to the sanctification of the Sabbath, your committee would submit the fol​low​ing report. 

Whereas the word of God requires the observance of the Lord’s Day under most mighty penalties, and whereas this day is often openly and grossly desecrated, not only by the irreligious but also by the professed followers of the Redeemer, therefore:

Resolved 1st That it is a duty binding on the members and officers of our Church to exert their influence in favor of the observance of the holy Sabbath, as required by the com​mand of God, by setting before all a becoming Christian example, strictly consistent with all the obligations involved in such observance, and by requiring under penalty of church censure, this observance on the part of all subject to their spiritual control.
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Resolved 2nd That all our Bishops preach to their respective charges, urging the impor​tance of, and the authority for, the better observance of the Christian day of rest, previous to our next semiannual meeting and report compliance.

They report further that they most cordially approve of the plan of the General Assembly called church extension. But owing to the newness of the country, and its poverty, we are not able to render any efficient aid in this good work, and your comm. does not think it necessary to appoint at this time a committee on this subject.

Resolved that the foregoing resolutions be read in every congregation in the bounds of this Presbytery.
Synodical Report

The Stated Clerk presented his report to
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Synod, which was accepted and adopted and is as follows:

The Presbytery of Chickasaw report to the Synod of Mississippi that it consists of 26 churches, 12 ministers, 1 licentiate, and 2 candidates.

On the 17th of October Presbytery received the Rev’d Angus Johnson from the Presbytery of Concord. Rev’d A. W. Young from the Presbytery of Muhlenburg, and the Rev’d Thomas Davis from the Synod of Alabama. And have lost by death one beloved brother, the Rev’d A. W. Kilpatrick.

Com. on Missions

The executive comm. of missions made there semiannual report, which was accepted  and adopted.

Mr. Richard Barry appeared in presbytery and took his seat as ruling elder from the Naza​reth Church.
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Mr. Kimmons a candidate under the care of Presbytery was excused from exhibiting any exercises, in consequence of his intention to repair to a theological Seminary, and the Stated Clerk was requested to furnish him with the necessary documents.

Adjourned Meeting

Resolved that when Presbytery adjourns, it will adjourn to meet at the College Church on Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in Nov. at 7 o’clock p.m. and proceed, if the way be clear, to the ordination and installation of Mr. James A. Wallace and that Bishop McCallum preach the sermon, Bishop Wm. A. Gray deliver the charge to the newly ordained minis​ter, and Bishop Weatherby the charge to the people.

Mr. Leathe

Resolved-That we continue Mr. Leathe as our colporteur until the close of the
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year and that we make application to the General Agent for another colporteur for the next year if we cannot obtain him, and that we do promise, at the close of the year to pay Mr. Leathe per month according to the wages he is now receiving.

Comm. to Last Assembly

The commissioners to the last Assembly made their report which was accepted and ap​proved. 

Presbytery had a recess until after Divine Service. After recess Presbytery resumed bus​i​ness.

Protest

The following protest from the minority of the Presbytery was ordered to be entered upon the minutes, viz:

We the undersigned members of Presbytery enter our protest against the decision of Pres​bytery in the resolution on the quorum question for the following reasons.
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1st. Because we believe it contrary to our form of government.

2nd Because it is contrary to two decisions of the General Assembly twice expressed by large majorities.

3rd. Because we believe it contrary to the uninterrupted interpretation of the Scotch Church from which we profess to derive our notions of interpretation—

D. L. Gray

Wm A. Gray

R. H. Buford

P. H. McCutchen

Wm F. Mason

J. Weatherby

J. H. Cowan

T. C. Stuart

John Gray

Dan’l Baker
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Mr. R. H. Buford gave notice that he would lodge a protest with the Stated Clerk against the decision of Presbytery in the case of the Rev’d T. Davis.

North Miss. College

The comm. on the memorial from N. Miss. College made their report which was accepted and adopted, and is as follows, viz:

1. That a school of high character conducted upon Presbyterian principles, is greatly needed within the bounds of this Presbytery, a school where the Bible should be a textbook, and the Westminster Catechism diligently taught.

2. That they would recommend the school at College Hill, both for the health of its locality, the moral and religious character of the neighborhood, the Presbyterian features of its charter and the known attachment of its trustees
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             to the doctrines and principles of our beloved Church.

3. They would further recommend that if the trustees of that institution will prepare suitable buildings and apparatus that Presbytery use its influence with its minis​ters and people, to lend a fostering care to this infant institution, and urge the members of their respective churches who are disposed to send their sons from home to be educated to send them to this school, where they may not only receive sound instruction in the arts, sciences, and literature, but where they will be in​struc​ted on the principles of our holy religion and doctrines of our Church.

4. They would recommend that the Presbytery enjoin it upon the trustees of said school to make a semi-annual
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report to the Presbytery, as to the number of its teachers and pupils the state of relig​ious feeling among them, and the manner in which the institution is con​duc​ted.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at College Church, on Friday before the second Sabbath in Nov. at 7 o’clock p.m. Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








T. C. Stuart,








    Moderator

A. McCallum,

Tem. Clerk






James Weatherby,






     Stated Clerk.
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College Hill, Nov. 8, 1844

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and a quorum not being present, adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock.








Saturday morning, 10 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was constituted by prayer.

Members Present

Bishops J. Weatherby, D. L. Gray, W. A. Gray, Thomas Davis, Angus McCallum, and Elder A. Shaw.

Absent

Bishops D. Baker, J. B. Stafford, T. C. Stuart, Wm V. Frierson, a. Johnson, and A. W. Young.

Bishop D. L. Gray was elected moderator pro tempore and Bishop J. Weatherby was elected clerk.
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Mr. J. A. Wallace delivered a popular sermon from Gal. 2:16 which was sustained as part of trial for ordination, whereupon it was resolved to proceed to the ordination of Mr. Wallace.

Bishop A. McCallum preached the sermon from Ezk. 3:17.

Bishop D. L. Gray, presided, and proposed the constitutional questions to the candidate and the people, which being satisfactorily answered, the candidate was by prayer, and with the laying on of hands of the Presbytery solemnly ordained to the holy office of the Gospel Ministry, and installed pastor of the College Church.

Bishop Wm A. Gray delivered the charge to the newly ordained Bishop, and Bishop James Weatherby delivered the charge to the people. Bishop Wallace took his seat as a member of Presbytery.
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Adjourned to meet in Holly Springs on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April at 7 o’clock p.m. Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








D. L. Gray, Mod. Pro Tem.

J. Weatherby, Stated Clerk.
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[Holly Springs]

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Moder​ator  was opened with a sermon by Bishop James Weatherby from Acts 6:4. After sermon the Presbytery constituted by prayer. 

Members Present

Bishops, Daniel Baker, James Weatherby, Wm A. Gray, A. W. Young, A. Johnson, and J. B. Wallace.

Ruling Elders, James P. Means, Holly Springs; Robt White, Ripley, Hugh Kirkwood, Lebanon; A. Shaw, College; Thomas Tullman, Philadelphia; Samuel Campbell, Chula​homa; and E. Kirkpatrick, Hudsonville.

Absent

Bishops Thos. C. Stuart, S. Hurd, D. L. Gray, James B. Stafford, W. V. Frierson, A. McCallum, and Thos. Davis. 
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Moderator

Bishop Angus Johnson was elected Moderator, and Bishop W. A. Gray, Tem. Clk. The minutes of the last stated sessions, and of the adjourned meeting were read.

Com. on Religious Exercises

The Moderator, Pastor of the Church and elder J. P. Means were appointed a committee to regulate the religious exercises of the occasion.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Present as above. The minutes of the last session were read.

Free Conversation

It was made the order of the day for 4 o’clock this evening to hold a free conversation on the state of religion, and Messrs. A. W. Young, J. A. Wallace & E. Kirkpatrick were appointed
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A committee to take notes, and prepare a narrative of the State of Religion. 

Presbytery had a recess of half an hour. 
After recess Pres. met.

Bishop J. B. Stafford appeared in Presbytery and rendering satisfactory reasons for tardi​ness took his seat.

Sessional Records

The following committees were appointed on Session Books, viz:

Holly Springs




Wallace & Shaw

Hopewell & Oxford



Young & Campbell

Chulahoma, Greenwood & Philadelphia
Weatherby & White

Bethany, New Hope & Lebanon

Baker & Means

College & Providence



Stafford & Sullivan

Bishop Frierson appeared in Presbytery, and rendering satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat. Elder Wm McCord for Providence Ch. Took his seat after rendering a simi​lar excuse
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Bishop Frierson and elder McCord were appointed a committee on the session books of Olney, Bethesda & Monroe.

Bishop Stuart appeared in Presbytery & assigning sufficient reasons for tardiness took his seat. Mr. J. N. Cameron, of Monroe Ch. offered the same excuse and took his seat.

The committees appointed to examine the session books of Holly Springs, College, Hud​son​ville, Bethesda, Providence, Olney, Lebanon, Bethany, New Hope, Greenwood, Mon​roe, and Oxford respectively, reported which reports, were accepted and adopted.

Board of Publication

Whereas the Presbyterian Board of Publication has published a book entitled Psalms and Hymns Adapted to Local, Private and Public Worship in the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, Approved and Authorized by the Gen’l Assembly 
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in 1842, wherefore Resolved, that this Presbytery do cordially approve of the said book and do earnestly recommend all the churches under our care to procure and use the same in the public exercises of the sanctuary.

Dan’l McAuley a ruling elder from Greenwood appeared in Presbytery and took his seat.

[Providence Church Renamed Pontotoc]

Resolved that the name of Providence Church be changed to Pontotoc.

Presbytery had a recess until 2 ½ o’clock. Presbytery met after recess.

Bishop D. L. Gray appeared in Presbytery and rendering satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat.

Bishop D. L. Gray presented a request thro’ Bishop Weatherby to be dismissed to join the Presbytery of Muhlenburg, and the request was granted, &
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The Stated Clerk [was] directed to furnish Bro. Gray with the proper testimonials.

Bishop Samuel Hurd appeared in Presbytery and rendering satisfactory reasons for delay took his seat.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery entered upon a free con​ver​sation on the subject of religion.

[General Assembly Commissioners Elected]

Bishop James Weatherby was chosen a commissioner to the next Gen’l Assembly and Bishop Hurd was chosen his alternate. Wm. F. Mason, ruling elder, was chosen a com​missioner to the next Gen’l Assembly and Mr. E. Kilpatrick his alternate.

Bishop Stuart and elder Means were appointed a committee to assess the churches on the Commissioner’s Fund.
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Brother Wm A. Gray was appointed on Committee of Mission in place of Bishop D. L. Gray removed out of our bounds.-

Bishop W. V. Frierson and elder Kirkwood were appointed a committee to audit the Treasurer’s account. 

Bishop Weatherby reported that he had received and paid to the widow of our deceased Bro Kilpatrick, one hundred and ten dollars, which monies had been collected by him for her benefit.

Committee appointed to assess the churches for Commissioner’s Fund made the fol​low​ing report which was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

Holly Springs
          $5



Bethany
          $2

Monroe

2



New Hope

2
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Oxford


4



Hopewell 

4

Hudsonville

5



Pontotoc

4

Spring Hill

4



Ripley 


5

College

5.50



Lebanon

4

Bethesda

3

Sixty four dollars were handed to Bro Weatherby. Com. to the Assembly, to be paid to the Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions.

Ruling elder McAuley had leave of absence until tomorrow morning.

The committee appointed to audit the Treasurer’s account, reported that they had exam​ined the book, and found it correctly kept, and that there was four dollars and 70 cents in the hands of the Treasurer, which report was accepted and approved.
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Sabbath

All the brethren reported compliance with the order of Presbytery to preach on the sancti​fication of the Sabbath.

Pres. had recess until after Divine Service. 

Presbytery resumed business.

Bishop Davis appeared in Presbytery and rendering satisfactory excuse for absence took his seat.

Resolved that when Presbytery adjourns it adjourn to meet at Bethany Church on Thurs​day, preceding the first Sabbath of October at 7 o’clock p.m.

Ellis

On enquiry being instituted in relation to the purchase of Ellis, it was ascertained that the Presby. stood prepared to meet her part of the engagement, by paying over her propor​tion.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock

April 19th, 8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment, opened with prayer. Present as before.

Bethesda Church presented a request to employ Bishop Wm Gray, one fourth of his time for the present year, as stated supply, and their request was granted. A similar request was granted to the Hudsonville Church for 1/3 of the time of Bishop Baker, for the present year.

[Petition for New Church]

A petition was received from sundry individuals in the south part of Yallabusha Co., pray​ing to be organized into a church, whereupon Bishops Weatherby & Johnson
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were directed to visit them, and preach and if expedient to organize a church.

Resolved that Bishops Weatherby, Frierson and elder McCord, be a Committee on Edu​ca​tion, to report during the present sessions.

The Committee on the Narrative reported and their report was accepted and adopted.

Bishops Frierson and Young were excused from attending upon the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Presbytery had recess ‘till after Divine Service.

Presbytery resumed business. Resolved that the Stated Clerk be enjoined to publish an ab​​stract of the
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proceedings of each session of Presbytery and the time and place of its meeting in the Presbyterian, Charleston Observer, and N. Orleans Protestant.

[North Mississippi College]

A report from the Trustees of North Miss. College was presented, thro’ Bro. Weatherby which was accepted and approved, and Bishops Baker & Hurd and Gen. Taliaferro were appointed a committee to visit the college and attend the examination of the students.

The Committee of Supplies reported, & their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:


Bro Weatherby to visit Willington


  “    Frierson        “
  Olney

              “    Stafford        “        Fulton
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Bro Gray       to visit 
Farmington


  “   Young       “          Hernando

              “    Baker & Wallace

             “ 
Panola

              “    Stuart        “         Bethesda

              “    Weatherby & Johnson   

 “
Troy

              “    Davis        “         Nazareth

Ruling elder Sullivan obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres​by​tery.

Resolved that our churches be requested to secure contributions in order to meet the obli​gations of Presbytery to the Tract Society in sustaining a colporteur in our bounds—

The Stated Clerk of Presbytery presented the Statistical Report to the General Assembly, which report was accepted and adopted.
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The Com. on Education reported and their report was accepted and adopted and Bishops Weatherby, Hurd and elder Conkey were appointed a standing Committee on Education.

Bishops Hurd & Weatherby and elder Cameron were appointed a Com. to draft a memor​ial to the Gen’l Assembly in reference to the erection of a new Synod to be composed of the Presbyteries of Tombeckbee, Chickasaw & Western District.

Resolved 1st That all monies on hand for education purposes be handed to the Com. on Education, who are instructed to appropriate it to Daniel & William Baker
 who are now pursuing their education at Princeton with a view to the gospel ministry.
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Resolved 2. That the same committee have full power to conduct the whole business of education within our bounds and report at our semi-annual meetings.

Resolved that the Executive Com. of Missions be authorized to pay over any supplies funds on hand to Bro. Young not to exceed one hundred dollars.

Brother Baker was directed to supply the pulpit of our [General Assembly] commis​sioner
 at Hopewell on the 4th Sabbath of May. Brother Wallace, on the 2nd Sabbath of June, and Bro. Johnson at Oxford the 1st Sabbath of June.

[Memorial to General Assembly Proposing a New Synod]

The Com. appointed to prepare a memorial to the Gen’l Assembly, for a new synod re​ported, and their report was accepted
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and adopted.

Resolved that the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered thro’ the Pastor of the Church to the people of his charge for their hospitable entertainment of the members, during the ses​sions of Presby.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Bethany Church on Thursday preceding the 1st Sabbath of October at 7 o’clock p.m. Concluded with prayer, singing & the apostolic benediction.








Angus Johnson,








       Moderator.

Wm A. Gray, Tem Clk

            Attest







James Weatherby,








Stated Clk.
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Bethany
 Church, Oct. 2, 1845

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev’d Angus Johnson, from the 25th Ch. of Matthew. Parable of the talents. 

After sermon, Presbytery was constituted by prayer. 

Members Present: Bishops: 
D. Baker, T. C. Stuart, Wm A. Gray, and A. Johnson



Ruling Elders:
James P. Means
Holly Springs





William Spencer
Monroe





Alex. Savage

Bethany





J. Kimmons

Hopewell





Andrew J. Suggs
Ripley

Absent: Bishops J. B. Stafford, S. Hurd, J. Weatherby, A. W. Young, W. V. Frierson, A. McCallum, J. A. Wallace, and T. Davis.

Moderator

Bishop D. Baker was chosen Moderator and Bishop W. A. Gray was chosen Tem. Clk.

[131]

Religious Exercises

The Moderator, Bishop Gray, and elder Savage were appointed a committee on religious exercises.

Minutes of Assembly

Bishop Stuart and elder J. P. Means were appointed a committee to examine the minutes of the last General Assembly, and report whether there is anything requiring the action of Presbytery.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock a.m. Concluded with prayer.

October 3, 1845, 8 o’clock, a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. 

A letter was received from Bishop Weatherby assigning reasons for absence from the present meeting, which were accepted as satisfactory.

Pastoral Relation Dissolved

Bishop Weatherby preferred a request to have the pastoral relation now existing between him and the churches of Oxford & Hopewell dissolved. (He having removed out of the bounds of these churches.)
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The churches signifying their consent, the request was granted, and these churches are declared vacant.

Call

A call from the Ripley Church was presented to Presbytery for the pastoral labours of Bishop Wm. A. Gray for half his time. The call was placed in the hands of Bro. Gray, who signified his acceptance.

Dismission

A letter was received from Bishop A. McCallum asking for a dismission to join the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, which request was granted and the Stated Clerk directed to furnish Bro. McCallum with the necessary testimonials.

Ellis

Resolved that our Stated Clerk be required to place in the hands of Bishops Gray & Stuart the funds now in his hands for the purchase of Ellis, to [be] paid over, at the meeting of Synod
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Resolved that Bishops Gray & Stuart be a committee to devise means to supply any defi​cit that may exist in our assessment for the purchase of Ellis.

Boards of our Church

Resolved that it be strongly recommended to all the churches in our bounds to do what they can to aid the boards of our church, and that it be required of our Stated Clerk to keep a record of all the monies contributed for benevolent objects, that it may be known what is done by this Presbytery, and by each church in particular.

New Church

Bro. Johnson reported the organization of a church in Yallabusha Cy. consisting of 14 members to be called the Yallabusha Church,
 which church was received under the care of Presby.

Presbytery had a recess until after Divine Service.
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After recess, presbytery met and proceeded to business.

Next Meeting

Resolved that when Presbytery adjourns it adjourn to meet at Monroe Church on Thurs​day preceding the 3rd Sabbath in April next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Com. on Assembly Minutes

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the last Gen’l Assembly report that they find nothing requiring the present action of Presbytery. They would however rec​ommend the adoption of the following Resolution, viz: Resolved that we cordially ap​prove the action of the Gen’l Assembly on the subject of slavery, and papal baptism.
 Believing as we do that these decisions are in accordance with the scriptures of Divine truth, and the spirit of the gospel. We hail them as marking an important era in 
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the history of our church calculated to promote its peace, purity and prosperity; and des​tined eventually to the harmony [of] all its parts—which report was accepted and adopted. 

    Presbytery had a recess ‘till after Divine Service. 

After recess Presbytery resumed business.

Installation

Bishops Stuart, Weatherby & Stafford were appointed a committee to meet in Ripley on Friday evening preceding the first Sabbath of April next for the purpose of installing Bro Wm A. Gray pastor of the Ripley Church. That Bro. Weatherby preach the sermon. Bro. Stuart preside and give the charge to the pastor & Bro. Stafford give the charge to the people.

Commissioners Nominated

Bro. Baker was nominated commissioner to the next Gen’l Assembly and Bro Gray, his alternate. Ruling Elder J. P. Means was nominated commissioner
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to the next Gen’l Assembly & Ruling Elder J. M. Morrison his alternate.

Church Dissolved

Resolved the Nazareth Church be dissolved and that the members be directed to connect themselves with the Hopewell Church.

Memorial

Whereas this Presbytery, did in session at Pontotoc memorialize Synod to explain what it meant by the minute it ordered to be placed on our records, which memorial is found on page 79 of these records, the memorial being now deemed unnecessary—Therefore re​solved that said memorial is hereby withdrawn.

Com. [of] Supplies

Bro Gray and elder Savage were appointed a committee of supplies.

Ellis

Bro. Gray & Stuart were authorized to borrow upon the faith of the Presbytery any money that
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may be necessary to meet any deficiency that may occur in securing our proportion of the funds to be raised for the purchase of Ellis.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. 

Concluded with prayer.

October 4th, 1845, 8 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read. 

James R. Morrison a ruling elder from New Hope Church appeared in Presbytery and took his seat.
Assessment

The committee appointed to assess the churches with the view of raising the Com​mis​sioner’s Fund reported, which report was accepted and adopted, and is as follows, viz:


Holly Springs
          $6


Ripley

          $5

Hudsonville 

5


Philadelphia 

2

Monroe

3


Bethany

2

Greenwood

2


Yallabusha

3
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New Hope

2


College

8


Oxford


4


Hopewell

4


Pontotoc

5


Spring Hill

Lebanon

3


Ooktookalopha
2

Willington

4


Bethesda

2

Spring Hill

5


Olney


2

Chulahoma

2


Salem


2









          = $73.00

Com. [of] Supplies

The committee of supplies reported, which report was accepted and adopted & is as fol​lows, viz:

Bro. Frierson 
to visit

Olney


Bro Wallace

Oxford

   “   Stafford      “

Fulton


  “    Baker

Panola

   “   Gray           “                    Farmington

  “    Stuart                   Olney

   “   Weatherby  “                   Hernando

  “    Wallace     
Willington

   “   Johnson      “

Yallabusha

  “    Davis

Panola town, 

   









   twice

   “   Young


Hopewell

Vacant Churches

Resolved that the Stated Clerk be directed to address a letter to the sessions of our vacant churches requesting them, if at all practicable, to represent these churches in our meetings of Pres.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet at Monroe on Thursday preceding the third Sabbath of April 1846 at 11 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with prayer, singing and the apostolic benediction.









Daniel Baker, Mod’r.

Wm A. Gray, Tem. Clerk.







James Weatherby,







     Stated Clerk.
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Monroe Church, April 16, 1846

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a ser​mon by the Moderator, Rev’d Daniel Baker from Mal. 16:26. After sermon presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Members Present, viz:

Bishops: Dan’l Baker, Thos. C. Stuart, Jas. B. Stafford, James Weatherby, Wm A. Gray, A. Johnson, [and] W. V. Frierson.

Ruling Elders: J. P. Means, Holly Springs; G. W. Ewell, Philadelphia; J. W. Newel, Monroe; R. Peden, Bethany; M. Weatherall, Pontotoc, J. O. Fulton,
 Spring Hill; R. Morrison, Lebanon; W. Nason, Yallabusha; E. E. Davidson, Oxford; O. H. Wiley, Hopewell; [and] A. Shaw, College.

Absent. Bishops: S. Hurd, A. W. Young, J. Wallace, [and] T. Davis.

Bishop James Weatherby was elected Mod’r. Bishop W. V. Frierson was elected Tem. Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated session were read.

 [141]

The moderator appointed the following committees on sessional records.

Holly Springs

Bishop Stafford and Elder  Peden

Monroe

     “
Gray         “      “     Shaw

Bethany

     “
St[uart]     “      “     Fulton

Pontotoc

     “      Gray         “      “    Means

Oxford


     “      Johnson    “      “    Weatherall

Spring Hill                       “      Baker        “      “    Ewell

Yallabusha

     “      St[uart]     “      “     Morrison

Lebanon

     “      Stafford    “      “     Davidson

Philadelphia                     “      Baker        “      “     Wiley

Hudsonville

     “      Frierson    “      “     Nason

College                             “      Johnson    “      “     Newel

Friday at two o’clock was made the order of the day for a free conversation on the State of Religion and Bishop Stafford & Elder Ewell were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative.—

Presbytery had a recess until after dinner.

[142]

Presbytery resumed business. 

[General Assembly Commissioners]

Bishop D. Baker was elected commissioner to the next General Assembly, and Bishop Gray his alternate.

Ruling elder J. H. Miller was elected commissioner and J. Morrison his alternate.

Bro. Hurd

Bro. Hurd, thro’ Bro. Johnson informed Presby. that the low state of his health prevented his attendance upon the last and present sessions of Presbytery, which reason was sus​tained.

Supplies

Bishops Stuart & Gray and Elder Fulton were appointed a committee of supplies.

The Moderator, Bishop Stuart & Elder Newel were appointed a committee on religious exercises—

Bishops Baker, Stuart, Gray & Elders Davidson and Means were appointed a committee on
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the subject of a new Synod, to take the whole subject under consideration and report dur​ing the present sessions of Presbytery.

Ellis

Bishops St[uart] and Gray were appointed a committee on the Ellis case.

Assessment for Com[missioners] Fund


Holly Springs
          $6


Hudsonville               $5


Ripley


5


Hopewell     

4


Pontotoc

5


Spring Hill

5


College

8


Lebanon

3


Oxford


4


Monroe

3


Bethany

2


New Hope

2


Bethesda

2


Greenwood

2


Ooktookalopha
2


Philadelphia

2


Willington

4


Olney


2


Yallabusha

3


Chulahoma

2


Salem


2

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 

Concluded with prayer.
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April 17, 9 o’clock, a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment. Opened with prayer.

Bishops Young and Davis appeared in Pres. and gave reasons for tardiness and absence from the last stated sessions of Presbytery, which were sustained.

James Wilson, a ruling elder from Chulahoma appeared in Presbytery and took his seat.

Bishop Paden, a member of the Tombeckbee Presbytery, being present, was invited to take a seat as a corresponding member.

Bishop Feamster of the Cumberland Pres. Ch was invited to take a seat as a corres​pond​ing member.

Presbytery had a recess until after dinner.

Presbytery resumed business.
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Resolved that the next stated sessions of Presbytery be held in Oxford on the 1st day of October next.

The committee on the sessional records of Bethany, Yalabusha, Holly Springs, Lebanon, College, Hudsonville, Pontotoc, Chulahoma, Philadelphia, Monroe, [and] Oxford recom​mend that they be approved with some exceptions
 which are entered by the Com. on the records, which report was accepted and adopted,

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery held a free conversation on the State of Religion.

[Purchase of Ellis]

The committee to devise means to raise the deficit for the purchase of Ellis report that the amount has been paid by the
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members present, and the Com. directed to forward it to the agent of synod, Rev’d D. McNair, which report was accepted & adopted.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. 

       Concluded with prayer.

April 18th, 8 o’clock, a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Marriage Question

Whereas the marriage question
 has been repeatedly decided by our General Assembly in accordance with our book, therefore

Resolved that this Presbytery cordially approve of said decisions, and that no person disci​plined for the offence of marrying his deceased wife’s sister can be restored to the Church while they continue to live in that relation—

 [147]

[Domestic Missions]

Resolved that the Treasurer of Pres. be directed to pay James. H. Cowan eighteen dollars, and the chairman of the Committee of (Presbytery) Missions twenty-five dollars, monies loaned by them to the Presbytery, and the balance forty-five dollars be paid to Bro. Young for missionary services, and the churches under our care, that have not contrib​uted to Domestic Missions be requested to forward forthwith all monies collected for that pur​pose to James H. Cowan, Treasurer of Presbytery—And further 

Resolved, that the Treasurer pay the Rev’d A. W. Young the balance not exceeding fifty-five dollars from such remittances.—

Resolved that it be enjoined upon all our churches to carry into effect the plan

[148]

already adopted by many of them for raising systematically annual contributions for the support of our boards, and that these contributions be presented at every spring session of Presbytery, and that the churches be called upon to report formally to Presbytery the monies collected and the object for which they have been collected.

[Petition for New Church in Itawamba County]

A petition from several individuals residing in the northwest part of Itawamba County was read, praying the organization of a church. The petition was granted, and Bishop W. V. Frierson was directed to visit that neighborhood and comply with their wishes.

Presbytery directed the following brethren to supply the pulpit of Bro. Baker during his absence as our commissioner to the next General Assembly, viz:
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1st Sabbath in May
Bro Stuart

4th       “       “    “
   “  Weatherby

1st       “       “  June        “   Gray.

A call from the Chulahoma Church for the pastoral labor of Bishop A. W. Young for half his time, was read, and being found in order, was put into the hands of Bro. Young.

Bishops Stuart and Stafford were added to the Committee on Education.

[Proposal for New Synod]

The committee on the formation of a new Synod reported, which report was accepted and adopted unanimously, and is as follows, viz:

The memorial of the Presbytery of Chickasaw to the Gen’l Assembly respectfully shew​eth that the Synod of Mississippi embraces eight Presbyteries, viz: Chickasaw, Tom​beck​bee

[150]

Clinton, Mississippi, Louisiana, Brassos [Brazos], Arkansas, and Indian, and covers a country at least one thousand miles in extent, reaching as it does from the southern boundary of Tenn. to the Rio del Norte, and from the western boundary of Alabama to the Rocky Mountains. Over this immense territory is scattered a population numbering little less than a million of souls, with but few to break to them the bread of life, and few and far between are the churches of our denomination who look to us for that instruction and guidance which are indispensable to their advancement in [the] ways of holiness. It will be seen at once from this glance, that to attend the meetings of one Synod, which all should feel solemnly bound to do, would require a journey on [the] part of two-thirds of its members which very few have the time or ability to perform.

And believing as we do that the comfort
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and usefulness of ministers as well as the benefit of churches and the interests of religion in general are promoted by the meetings of the judicatories of our church, it is important that all the former should be present and all the latter represented on these interesting occasions.

In our present circumstances, this is impossible. In view of these facts, we respectfully memorialize the General Assembly and pray your venerable body to erect a new Synod to embrace the Presbyteries of Chickasaw, Western District, and Arkansas to be called the Synod of Memphis and to hold its first sessions at Memphis, commencing on Wednesday the fourth day of Nov. next at 7 o’clock, p.m., and as in our duty bound we will ever pray. Respectfully submitted—

The committee appointed a narration on the state of religion reported

 [152]

compliance. The narrative was read and approved, and the Stated Clerk directed to for​ward a copy to the Stated Clerk of the Gen’l Assembly.

[North Mississippi College]

The committee appointed to report on the document purporting to be a report of the Board of Trustees of N. Miss. College would respectfully recommend that said report be rejected and remanded back to the board, because in its spirit, it is disrespectful to this body, inasmuch as it contains language regarded by your committee as unjust, and as we believe intended unnecessarily to would the feelings of a beloved brother, in reference to whom certain epithets are used, and they would further recommend that they reconsider the matter and report to the next meeting of Presbytery, which report was accepted and adopted.

[153]

Bishop Johnson and elder Morrison [were] allowed leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Bishop Davis had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Presbytery had recess until after Divine Service.

Presbytery resumed business.

The Committee of Supplies made the following report which was accepted and adopted.

Bishop
Frierson   
visit
Olney at discretion.


Baker


Willington


A. W. Young

Hernando


W. B. Stafford

Farmington


J. A. Wallace

Panola

The subject of Colportage was taken up and the Rev’d Mr. Smith, colporteur for N. Miss. being present, was heard, in behalf
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of the cause. On motion
It was resolved that the churches be enjoined to take up collections, and forward the same to the fall sessions of Presbytery.

Bishop Young, having signified his willingness to accept the call placed in his hands, it was

Resolved that the installation take place on the 30th of May next, and that Bishop Stuart preside and preach the sermon & Bishop Weatherby deliver the charge to the pastor and people.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Oxford on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in October next at 7 o’clock p.m.

Concluded with singing and prayer and the apostolic benediction.









James Weatherby, Mod’r

W. V. Frierson, T. Clk.







James Weatherby,







     Stated Clerk.
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Oxford, October 1st, 1846

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon upon the doc​trine of the perseverance of the saints by the moderator, Rev’d J. Weatherby from Rom. 8:38, 39. 

After sermon Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Members Present

Ministers





Ruling Elders

D. Baker





J. R. Means, Holly Springs

T. C. Stuart





J. White, Spring Hill

J. Weatherby





J. M. Flinn, Philadelphia

Wm V. Frierson




J. Morrison, Ooktookalopha

A. W. Young





A. W. Davis, Willington

Wm A. Gray





J. Wilson, Chulahoma

A. Johnson





R. H. Buford, College

Absent






Alx. Pickens, New Hope

J. B. Stafford





D. Miller, Hopewell

S. Hurd





R. E. Davidson, Oxford

T. Davis





H. Gilmer, Lebanon

J. A. Wallace

[156]








Ben Godfrey, Pontotoc

Rev’d Wm V. Frierson was elected Moderator; Rev’d Wm. A. Gray was elected Tem. Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.

Hebron Church

A church was reported as having been duly organized by a committee appointed for that purpose, named Hebron, which on motion was received under the care of presbytery, and Mr. Thomas Means a ruling elder from that church being present took his seat as a mem​ber of Presby.
—

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock, a.m. Concluded with prayer.








Friday morning, 

            8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer.
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A committee consisting of Bros. Stuart, Johnson, White and Morrison was appointed to prepare a minute in reference to the death of Bro. Hurd.

Com. of Supplies

Bros. Johnson, Davidson and Buford were appointed a Com. of supplies.

Commissioners to Assembly

Our commissioners to the Gen’l Assembly made a report which was accepted and adopted.

Minutes of Assembly

Bros. Young, Godfrey, and T. Means were appointed a committee to examine the min​utes of the Assembly, and report whether there is anything requiring the action of Presby​tery.

New Synod

A committee consisting of Bro. Weatherby and Elders J. P. Means and D. Miller was

[158]

appointed to prepare a report upon the subject of a New Synod, and report to the ad​journed meeting to be held during the sessions of the Synod.

Presbytery held an interlocutory meeting. 

Presbytery resumed business.

Blacks

Upon enquiry, it was ascertained, that the requirement of Presbytery in relation to the instruction of our coloured population had received due attention.

A Call

A call was presented from the Ooktookalopha Church for the ministerial services of Rev’d A. Johnson for half his time; which, being found in order was placed in the hands of Bro. Johnson for his consideration.

Dissolution of Pas. Relation

An application was made by Bro. J. A. Wallace

[159]

for a dissolution of the pastoral relation between him, and college church, and the consent of the church being signified, the petition was granted, and the church declared vacant.

A letter was received from Bro. J. A. Wallace asking a dismission to join the Presbytery of Concord, and Brethren Baker, Stuart, Gilmer and Davis were appointed a Com. to pre​pare a minute on the subject of his dismission.

The Com. appointed to install Bro. Young Pastor of the Chulahoma Church reported com​​​pliance.

Next Meeting

Resolved that when the Presbytery adjourns that it will adjourn to meet in Chulahoma on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in April.

[160]

New Church (Coahoma)

A report was received from Bro. Johnson, informing Presbytery, that a new church had been organized in Coahoma County, called Coahoma,
 which was received under the care of Presbytery.

Upon motion Bro. Weatherby had leave to [indecipherable] from Presby. during its pres​ent sessions at discretion.

Presby. had recess until after Divine Service. 

After recess Presby. resumed business.

It was resolved that Bro Weatherby and ruling elder J. Wilson be appointed to prepare a minute in relation to the death of Jas. H. Cowan Esqr., Treas. of Presby.

The Stated Clerk was directed to prepare a statistical report for Synod.

[161]

James H. Cowan

The committee appointed to prepare a minute in relation to the death of our Treasurer James H. Cowan, made the following report which was accepted and adopted, viz:

Presbytery having heard of the lamented death of their able and worthy Treasurer J. H. Cowan Esqr., do deeply sympathize with his bereaved widow, orphan children, and the church of which he was an effectual elder and bow with humble submission to this dis​pensation of divine Providence.

[Term ‘Minister’ to be used to Designate our ‘Clerical Brethren’]

Resolved that we employ the term Minister instead of Bishop
 in our minutes to designate our clerical Brethren.

[North Mississippi College]

A report from the North Miss. College was received and committed to Bros. Gray,

[162]

Young and Davis to report during the present sessions of Presbytery.

Bro. Gray was appointed Treasurer of Presby.

Candidate

Bro. Young presented Mr. Franklin Patton
 to Presbytery, as a candidate for the gospel min​istry, whereupon, Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. Patton, a member of the Chu​lahoma Church, on his experimental acquaintance with religion, and his motives for de​siring to enter the gospel ministry, which examination being satisfactory, he was re​ceived under the care of Presbytery, as a candidate for the ministry.

Protest

The following protest and complaint was presented, viz:

The undersigned members of Chickasaw Presbytery, protest against the decision 

[163]

of Presbytery in receiving or admitting two elders to seats as members of presbytery, one from Spring Hill Church, and the other from Pontotoc Church, which churches are under the pastoral care of one minister, against which we protest, and complain to Synod for the following reasons:

1st. This decision is contrary to our Form of Government, Chap X, Section IV, which de​clares, that two congregations united under one pastor shall have but one elder to repre​sent them. That the word congregations here means separate and distinct churches, except that they are under one pastor, is evident from the word congregation, as used in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd sections of the X Chapter, is evidently synonymous with the word church.

2nd. We complain, because the decision destroys the equality of ministerial and lay repre​sentation
 which is a radical

[164]

feature in Presbyterianism, and is evident in the 3rd section, where it is declared that every collegiate church is entitled to as many elders, as she has pastors.

2nd. We complain because the decision is contrary to the decision of Synod as recorded on our presbyterial record, page 69. 

With these considerations we respectfully complain to Synod, and herewith subscribe our names.








Angus Johnson








R. H. Buford








A. W. Young








T. C. Stuart

Colportage (Standing Committee)

A committee consisting of Brethren Baker, Weatherby, Johnson, J. P. Means and James N. Harper, was appointed to direct the work of colportage within our bounds, and report semi-annually to Presbytery.
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Standing Com. of Examination

The following committees were appointed to examine candidates for the ministry.

On English Literature



Johnson & Gray

  “  Languages




Weatherby & Stuart

  “  Mathematics



Young & Frierson

  “  Ecclesiastical History


Baker & Gray

  “  Theology




Johnson & Weatherby

Presbytery had a recess until after Divine Service.

Presbytery resumed business.

Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. Patton on English Literature, the languages, and math​ematics,
 all of which were sustained as parts of trial.

Presbytery assigned Mr. Patton, as a theme for Latin exegesis “Quomodo probatur Deum existere.”

Having an exegesis prepared on that subject it was read before presbytery and committed

[166]

to the Committee on Languages.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock. Concluded with prayer.








Oct. 3, 8 ½ o’clock, a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer.

[Candidates Baker and Kimmons]

Bro. Baker stated to Presbytery that his son D. S. Baker, who is a candidate under the care of Presby. had completed his literary course of education at Nassau Hall, with credit to himself & would at an early day, enter upon his Theological Studies.

Resolved that the Stated Clerk of Presbytery be directed to write to our candidate, H. H. Kimmons, a friendly letter, asking Mr. Kimmons to write to Presbytery, and inform them how soon he will be prepared to submit to Presbytery the parts of trial assigned him with a view to his licensure—
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Bro. Hurd

The committee appointed to bring in a minute in relation to the death of Bro. Hurd sub​mitted the following which was accepted & adopted, viz:

Whereas it has pleased the great Head of the Church, since our last stated sessions to remove from his labours on earth to his rest in heaven, one of our members, the Rev’d Samuel Hurd; and whereas Bro. Hurd was endeared to us all by his able & wise counsels as a member of this body, his consistent walk as a Christian, and his bland and agreeable manner, as a gentleman & companion, therefore 

Resolved That this Presbytery cherish with peculiar interest the memory of Bro. Hurd, whose path was that of the just, which shineth more and more
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unto the perfect day: whose life was an ornament to the cause he espoused, whose end was peace. And may it be our happy lot, when we too shall be called to given an account of our stewardship, to share the reward of the faithful servant, “Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

Resolved 2nd. That in the death of Bro Hurd this Presbytery recognize the hand of him whose right it is to rule in heaven, and in earth, to whose holy and righteous will we bow in humble submission, praying, that this dispensation may be sanctified to us all, that it may stimulate us to greater zeal & activity in our master’s service, remembering that the night of death will come where no man can work.
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Rev’d J. A. Wallace

The committee appointed with reference to the dismissal of Bro. Wallace reported, which report was accepted & adopted & is as follows—viz: 

The committee appointed to take into consideration the case of Bro Wallace who has applied for a letter of dismission to join the Presbytery of Concord, recommend the adop​tion of the following minute—viz:

Resolved 1—That Bro Wallace’s request be granted, and that the Stated Clerk be directed to furnish him with the necessary testimonials. But as it is well known to this Presbytery, that Bro. Wallace very shortly after his installation, absented himself from the people of his charge and remained away much longer than they desired or expected, to the serious inconvenience and injury of
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the church of which he was pastor and furthermore, as it appears from Bro Wallace’s own communication that he had determined to settle in another state and has actually accepted of an invitation, from another church in a distant Presbytery whilst he is still the regular Pastor of a church in our bounds, thus treating with discourtesy the people of his charge and virtually forestalling the action of the Presbytery in such cases made and provided therefore

Resolved 2nd, That this Presbytery cannot but view with deep regret, and strong disap​probation the course pursued by Bro. Wallace, being manifestly at variance with our form of government and wanting in that respect and courtesy due to his brethren in the Lord and the people of the charge.
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And furthermore it was resolved that the Stated Clerk forward to Bro Wallace an indi​vidual copy of the paper containing the action of this presbytery touching his case.

Presbytery had an interlocutory meeting.

Presbytery had a recess till after Divine Service.

[North Mississippi College]

The committee appointed on the report of the Trustees of N. Miss. College made their report, which was accepted and adopted & is as follows, viz:

The committee appointed to examine the report of the North Miss. College would re​spectfully suggest that said report be accepted with the exception of the last paragraph, relative to the 
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report offered to Presby. at is last stated sessions.

It was further resolved that the Trustees of N. Miss. College have leave to withdraw from Presbytery the report appended to the report presented at this session of Presbytery which appended report had been presented at the last meeting of Presby—And further resolved that the Stated Clerk be directed to expunge from the minutes of last Presbytery the reso​lution passed in relation to said report.

[Minutes of the General Assembly]

The committee appointed on the minutes of the Gen’l Assembly report that they find on page 200 of the minutes a resolution relative to the observance of the monthly concert of prayer for the conversion of the world—

Resolved that our churches attend to this
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important recommendation, so far as practicable.

And on page 205, they find it recommended that the first Sabbath in Dec. be observed in offering up special prayer to the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into his har​vest.

Resolved that this recommendation be observed by all our churches.

Bro. T. Davis appeared in Presbytery & rendering reasons for tardiness took his seat.

[Committee to Arrange Protracted Meetings]

A special Com. consisting of Bro Baker and A. M. Davis was appointed to arrange sup​plies for our vacant churches, with a view of holding in these churches protracted meet​ings.

Bro. Johnson had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presby.

Presbytery had a recess until after Divine Service.
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[Trials for Licensure]

After recess Presbytery proceeded to business. Six verses of the 6th Chapter of Hebrews from the first to the sixth verse inclusive were assigned our candidate Mr. Patton as a crit​ical exercise, as a part of trial.

And he was directed to prepare for examination on the first five chapters of the Confes​sion of Faith.

[Protracted Meetings Arranged]

The special committee appointed to arrange a series of protracted meetings reported the following, which was received and adopted—viz:


Brethren Weatherby & Young

Hernando & Fredonia—January


       “       Johnson & Reed


Troy & Willington, 5th Sun. Nov.








    & 21st December.


Davis—Chulahoma



Last week in Nov.


Gray & Frierson



Salem & Hebron, 4th Sab. in Nov.
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Baker & Stuart



Coffeeville, Troy and Willington,









Spring

Bro. Gaston be requested to accompany Bro. Young to Spring Creek.

Bro. Stafford 2 weeks in Tishomingo at discretion.

Resolved that the Temporary Clerk be required to direct a letter to the sessions of the va​cant churches urging them to raise contributions, at the meetings to be held, to sustain the Presbytery in this their missionary work.

Resolved that Presbytery now adjourn to meet in Holly Springs during the meeting of the Synod at the call of the Moderator. Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolic bene​​​diction.








W. V. Frierson, Mod’r

W. A. Gray: Tem. Clerk.

The Committee on the Records of the Chickasaw Presbytery report, that they have exam​ined the said records, and find them accurately kept, and all the proceedings regular and recommend the approval of the Book to page 175. On pages 162 and 164, there is a pro​test accompanied with a complaint against certain action of said Presbytery. All of which is respectfully submitted.

The report was accepted and adopted. The protest with the complaint was placed upon the docket.

In Synod of Mississippi, Holly Springs, Oct 1846

Approved thus far, as above.








James Weatherby,








Moderator of Synod.
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Holly Springs,

Oct. 29, 1846

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened by prayer.

Present: James B. Stafford, James Weatherby, Thos C. Stuart, Wm V. Frierson, A. W. Young, and A. Johnson—Ministers;

Dr Stewart, Hopewell, Rob. Gilmer, Pontotoc, J. H. Gilmer, Lebanon, Dr. Conkey, Oxford, Ruling Elders—

Exegesis

The committee appointed to examine the Latin exegesis of Mr. Patton, reported recom​mending its approval, as a part of trial, which report was adopted and accepted.—

[The Rev’d L. B. Gaston Received]

The Rev’d L. B. Gaston,
 presented his dismission from Tombeckbee Presbytery recom​mending him to the Presbytery as a minister in good and regular standing, [and] after sus​taining an
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examination satisfactory to Presbytery, took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

Bro. Johnson

Bro Johnson asked the Presbytery to advise him in reference to his acceptance or non-acceptance of the call placed in his hands from the Ooktookalopha Church. Presbytery rec​ommended his acceptance.

Narrative

Brethren Stafford, Young and R. Gilmer were appointed to prepare a narrative of the state of religion to be presented to Synod.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in oxford on Thursday, Dec. 10, 1846, at 7 o’clock p.m. 

Concluded with prayer.








W. V. Frierson, Mod’r

Wm A. Gray

     Temp. Clerk.
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Oxford, 

Thursday, Oct 10th, 1846

7 o’clock, p.m.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the moderator, was opened with a sermon by Rev’d L. B. Gaston from Jer. 17:12.

Rev’d Daniel Baker constituted the presbytery by prayer.

Present

Rev’d D. Baker, L. B. Gaston, A. W. Young, Z. Conkey, Ruling Elder—

Absent

Rev’ds J. Weatherby, Wm A. Gray, W. V. Frierson, Jas. B. Stafford, T. C. Stuart, A. Johnson & T. Davis.

Rev’d D. Baker was chosen Moderator

Rev’d L. B. Gaston, Temp. Clerk.

Mr. Reid

Mr. S. I. Reid,
 a licentiate from Transylvania Presbytery, presented a certificate of dis​mission 
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from the same to the care of this Presbytery, and a call from one of [its] churches, for half his pastoral services, being presented, and found in order, the same was put into his hands and accepted by him; whereupon Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. Reid on experi​mental religion, philosophy, and the Greek and Hebrew languages, all of which was sus​tained.

I Cor. XV Chapter, 10 verse was assigned him as the subject of a popular sermon, to be preached tomorrow morning at 11 o’clock.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning, 9 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday. The minutes of yes​ter​day were read. 

Rev’d A. Johnson appeared in Presbytery, and having rendered satis​factory reasons for tardiness, took his seat.
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Presbytery resumed [the] examination of Mr. Reid on Theology, Ecclesiastical History, and Church Government.

Mr. John Kimmons, elder from Hopewell Church and R. H. Buford, elder from College Church appeared in Presbytery and took their seats—

Presbytery having heard the sermon of Mr. Reid, sustained it, which was with the other parts of trial being sustained—Presbytery resolved to proceed to the ordination and instal​lation of Mr. Reid, according to the call presented by the Church of Oxford. The moder​ator was appointed to preach the sermon, preside and propound the questions. Rev’d L. B. Gaston to deliver the charge to the Pastor, and Rev. A. W. Young to the people.
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On motion, the following preamble and resolution were adopted, viz:

Whereas this Presbytery has learned with regret that Mr. S. I. Reid, while laboring as a licentiate from Transylvania Presbytery by permission in our bounds, did in one instance administer the ordinance of Baptism
—Resolved that this presbytery disapprove the act as unauthorized: but deem it proper to say that the same was done under trying and peculiar circumstances and strong solicitations, wherefore it is thought advisable that further notice thereof be not taken.

Presbytery had a recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess resumed business and proceeded to the ordination service, all of which were regularly transacted according to our book, and the previous arrangement.
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Rev’d S. I. Reid took his seat as a member of the Presbytery. 

A letter from the Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Education of our Church hav​ing been laid before Presbytery it was thereupon Resolved that the Stated Clerk be direc​ted to address the several absent members of Presbytery, requesting them to call upon their respective churches and urge them to a renewed effort to sustain the education cause, especially as there are two beneficiaries under our care, aided by the Board.

Took a recess until after Divine Service.

Resumed business—minutes were read and corrected.

Adjourned to meet at College Church tomorrow morning at ½ past 10 o’clock. Con​cluded with prayer.
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Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday, excepting elder Kimmons.

Call [to L. B. Gaston from College Church]

A call from the College Church for the pastoral services of the Rev’d L. B. Gaston was presented to Presbytery, and being found in order, was put into his hands and by him accepted. The way being clear, it was resolved to install him forthwith Pastor of said church.

The moderator was appointed to preach the sermon, to preside and propound the ques​tions—Rev’d A. Johnson to charge the pastor, and Rev’d A. W. Young the people—all of which was accordingly done in due form.

[185]

Adjourned to meet at the time and place appointed for the next semi-annual meeting. Closed with prayer. 








D. Baker, Moderator

L. B. Gaston, T. Clerk.






James Weatherby, Stated Clerk.
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Chulahoma, April 1st, 1847

Thursday, 7 ½ o’clock

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the .Moderator, Rev’d Wm V. Frierson from Like 19th Chap. and 10 verse, “For the Son of Man” &c. After sermon, Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Members Present

Ministers





Ruling Elders

James B. Stafford




Joseph Moseley, Holly Springs

Thomas C. Stuart




E. E. Davidson, Oxford

James Weatherby




O. H. Wiley, Hopewell

Wm. V. Frierson




A. A. Puryear, Hudsonville

Wm A. Gray





Geo. Weatherall, Pontotoc

Angus Johnson




John Gray, Spring Hill

A. W. Young





T. L. Sullivan, Philadelphia

S. I. Reid





James Wilson, Chulahoma

Absent






E. L. Frierson, College

Daniel Baker





R. Lusk, Ooktookalopha

Thos Davis

L. B. Gaston
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Rev’d James B. Stafford was chosen Moderator. Rev’d Sam’l I. Reid was chosen Temp​orary Clerk. The minutes of the last stated sessions were read. Rev’d James B. Stafford gave reasons for absence from the last stated session of Presbytery which were sustained.

Resolved that the Stated Clerk be permitted to alter and correct the verbal inaccuracies in the last minutes of Presbytery.

Doctrinal Sermons

Resolved that the standing rule regarding a Missionary Sermon, at each stated meeting of presbytery be altered as to read a doctrinal sermon.

The Rev’d T. Davis thro’ the Stated Clerk presented reasons for absence from the present sessions, which were sustained.

It was made the order of the day for tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock, to call for Sessional Records.—
[188]

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning, April 2nd 1847

8 o’clock

Presbytery met, and was constituted with prayer. Present as yesterday.

Religious Exercises

Resolved that Brethren Young, Wilson, and the Moderator be a committee to direct the religious exercises of the present sessions.

[The Rev’d A. H. Caldwell Received]

Rev’d A. H. Caldwell
 presented his dismission from Bethel Presbytery, S. C., to join this Presbytery. After an examination Mr. Caldwell was received, and his name put on our roll.

Sessional Records

The following committees on sessional records were appointed:

Spring Hill Church

Rev’d W. A. Gray and Elder J. Moseley

Holly Springs  “

    “      T. C. Stuart and G. Weatherall
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Oxford Church

Rev’d D. Baker & O. H. Wiley

Phila. Church


J. Weatherby & E. E. Davidson

Pontotoc  “


A. Johnson & A. A. Puryear

Ooktookalopha

A. W. Young & Jno. Gray

College


A. H. Caldwell & J. Wilson

Hopewell


W. V. Frierson & E. L. Frierson

Hernando


T. C. Stuart & T. L. Sullivan

Hudsonville


Wm A. Gray & R. Lusk

Chulahoma


A. Johnson & Geo. Weatherall

Yallobusha


W. V. Frierson & J. Moseley

Free Conversation

Resolved that the Free Conversation on the State of Religion be the order of the day for tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Commissioners to Gen. Assembly
Rev’d Samuel I. Reid was chosen Principal and Rev’d Angus Johnson was chosen as Alternate. Dr. John H. Crisp, Ruling Elder was chosen Principal and Wm. F. Mason was chosen as Alternate.
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Assessment

Rev’d William A. Gray, and James Wilson were appointed a committee to assess the churches to raise the Commissioner’s Fund—

Records

The committees appointed to examine the records of the churches of Holly Springs, Col​lege, Yellabusha, Ooktookalopha, Hudsonville, Chulahoma, [and] Philadelphia, reported, which reports were received and adopted.

Standing Rule

Resolved, that the following be added to the standing rules of Presbytery—viz:

1st. That our spring sessions be held hereafter on Thursday before the third Sabbath in April.

2nd. That the nominations of commissioners to the General Assembly be always be made at our fall meetings, and the churches assessed to defray their expenses, which asses​s​ment

[191]

is to be sent up to the spring meeting. 






                      Had a recess until 2 o’clock 
After recess, resumed business.

Education Fund

The churches having been called upon to report what had been done for the Education Fund, the following sums were reported—

Hopewell Church      $2.50


Hudsonville             $10.00

Philadelphia

2.50


Bethany
            3.00

New Hope

3.00


Yallabusha

3.00

Chulahoma

7.72


College

6.50

The committee on the records of Hernando Church reported, which report was accepted and adopted.

Bro. Baker appeared in Presbytery, and gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

The report of the Com. on Spring Hill Church was accepted and approved.
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Spring Hill Church

A petition signed by twelve members of the Spring Hill Church, praying Presbytery to divide said church, which was received. A remonstrance to the above petition signed by twenty-five members, was also received, and the whole committed to Messrs. Baker, Weatherby & Young, ministers and Moseley, Puryear and Wilson, ruling elders—with power to send for persons and papers.

Oscar Rogers

Resolved that the monies collected for the education cause amounting to $37.50 be paid to Bro. Young for use of Mr. Oscar Rogers,
 a beneficiary under our care.

A Call

A call having been put into the hands of Bro. Johnson at the last stated session of Pres​bytery, he now signifying his acceptance of the same, it was Resolved that he be
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installed pastor of Ookookalopha Church on Saturday before the 5th Sabbath of May. Bro. Gaston to preside, preach the sermon and deliver the charge to the people, and Bro. Young to deliver the charge to the minister.

Com. of Supplies

Messrs Frierson, Gray & Weatherall were appointed a committee of supplies, and made the following report which was accepted and adopted, viz:

Lebanon Church



Stuart & Gaston

Farmington




Stafford

Coahoma




Johnson

Hebron





Gray & Frierson

Hernando




Caldwell

Panola





Caldwell






              Had a recess until after public worship. 
After recess resumed business.
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Spring Hill Church

The committee appointed to examine the petition and remonstrance of the Spring Hill Church reported which report was received and adopted and is as follows, viz:

The committee having had an interview with the brethren of both parties of Spring Hill Church, it was cordially agreed by them to remain together worshipping in the same house for the next six months. Both parties promising to use their influence to heal the breach, and see what can be accomplished in that time. The committee would state, that from all their intercourse with the brethren, they are free to say, that they believe both parties have acted conscientiously in the whole matter. The committee would further rec​ommend that the Presbytery direct their Stated Clerk to write a letter of conciliation to the church and recommend the course taken by the committee.

[195]

The committee would further recommend that all the papers be committed to the hands of the Stated Clerk, for any further action that may be necessary.

Next Meeting

Resolved that the next stated sessions be held in Willington Church, on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in October at 11:00 o’clock a.m.

Mr. Patton

Presbytery proceeded to examine their candidate Mr. Patton, who read a critical exercise  which was received and put into the hands of the Committee on Theology.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. 







Concluded with prayer.







Saturday morning, 8 o’clock

Presbytery was opened with prayer. Dr. J. H. Crisp, a ruling elder from the Salem Church, appeared and took his seat.

[196]

Messrs Weatherby and Crisp were appointed a committee to examine the book of our late Treasurer, which committee reported and their report was received and approved.

The committee on the records of Oxford Church, reported, which report was received and approved.

Oakland College

The Stated Clerk presented a letter from Rev’d Dr. Chamberlain in reference to the en​dow​​ment of a professorship in Oakland College.
 The following resolution was adopted:

Believing that it is highly important to have a college in our state conducted on the prin​ciples and doctrines of our beloved Church, and believing that the institution at Oakland under the care of the Synod of Mississippi to be of that character, Therefore

Resolved that we cordially invite the President Rev’d Dr. Chamberlain to visit our
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Churches with a view of forming a professorship in the northern part of Mississippi.

The committee on the records of Hopewell Church reported, which report was received and approved, and is as follows, viz:—Your committee report that the book be sent back to the session
 to be remodeled—

Rev’d A. H. Caldwell and R. Lusk were appointed a committee to examine the session book of Salem, which committee reported and their report was accepted & adopted.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived Presby. entered into a free conversation on the subject of religion.

Resolved that the Presbytery adjourn to meet in the School House
 in the village.
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                       Closed with prayer.

Presbytery met according to adjournment. Opened with prayer.

Colportage

The committee on colportage report that they have succeeded in raising eighty dollars and have received the amount in books of the Assembly Board of Publication, and having obtained a colporteur to circulate the books. The books have been sent to Cof​feeville near the residence of the colporteur, but as yet he has made no report.







Presbytery had a recess.







2 ½ o’clock

Presbytery resumed business Bro Gaston appeared, and having given
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reasons for tardiness took his part.

Committee of Assessment reported and their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

Holly Springs
          $8 pd.


Salem

2

Ripley


5 pd.


Hudsonville
6 pd.

Pontotoc

5 pd.


Hopewell
5 paid

College

8 pd.


Spring Hill
6 pd.

Oxford


8 pd.


Monroe

2 pd.

Bethany

2 pd.


New Hope
2

Ooktookalopha
5 pd.


Philadelphia
5 pd.

Yallabusha

3—


Chulahoma
3 pd.

Lebanon
3 pd.

Rev’d A. H. Caldwell and Mr. T. L. Sullivan asked and obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Colportage

Resolved that it be recommended to all our churches either by collection or
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subscription to raise a permanent fund to be immediately forwarded to the Executive Com. of Presby. on Colportage, for the circulation of books of the Assembly Board of Pub​​lication.

Mr. Patton

The Com. on Theology reported that they had examined Mr. Patton’s critical exercise and recommended that the same be sustained as part of trial. Which report was accepted and adopted.

Missions

The churches being called upon for their contributions to the Missionary Boards reported the following:

Foreign Missions

College Ch $13.50—New Hope 6.00. Bethany 3.50.
Domestic Missions
Bethany 3.00. College 2.00. Ripley 18.00. Oxford 10.00.
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Presbytery appointed the following brethren to supply the pulpit of the commissioner to the Gen’l Assembly, viz:

3rd Sabbath of May

Bro. Stuart-Oxford.

4th      “        “     “

Bro. Weatherby-Hopewell

2nd     “         “  June

Bro. Young-Hopewell

3rd     “          “ 
   “

Bro. Baker-Oxford

Parochial Schools

Resolved the Presbytery recommend that Parochial Schools be instituted in all our churches, where it is practicable.

Education

Resolved that those churches which have not contributed to the Education Cause be re​quested immediately to take up collections and forward the same to the Chairman of the Com. on Education.

Mr. F. Patton

Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. Patton on the first five chapters of the Confession 
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of Faith which was sustained as parts of trial.

Education Com.
Resolved that Brethren L. B. Gaston and Joseph Moseley be added to the Committee on Education, which Com. consists of Weatherby, Gaston, and Mosley.






           Presbytery took a recess until after supper.

After recess Presbytery resumed business.

Doctrinal Sermon

Resolved that the Sovereignty of God be the subject for a doctrinal sermon at the next meeting of Presbytery. Bro Baker, Principal. Bro. Caldwell, Alternate.

Mr. Patton

Resolved, unanimously, that Presbytery recommend Mr. F. Patton to take at least [a] one-year course in a Theological Seminary and we pledge ourselves to support him while there.
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The first Psalm was assigned Mr. Patton as a subject for a lecture.

Narrative

The committee to prepare a narrative of the State of Religion reported, which report was accepted & adopted.

Resolved that the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered to the Baptist Church
 for the use of their building, during the present meeting.

Mr. D. S. Baker

Resolved that Presbytery recommend Mr. Daniel S. Baker, a candidate under our care to make his preparations to enter a Theological Seminary at the commencement of the next session and that we pledge ourselves to cooperate with the Board of Education in sustain​ing him there, and that the 
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chairman of the Com. of Education be directed to inform him of this action.

Adjournment

Presbytery adjourned to meet at the Willington Church on Thursday before the first Sab​bath in October next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with singing, prayer, and apostolic benediction.







James B. Stafford, Mod’r

Sam’l I. Reid, Tem. Clk






James Weatherby, Stated Clerk
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Willington
 Church







Sept. 30th, 11 o’clock, a.m.

The Chickasaw Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by Rev. L. B. Gaston from Jerem. 17:12. “A glorious white throne from the be​gin​ning” &c. and was called to order by the Rev’d A. Johnson the last Moderator present. Presbytery was then constituted with prayer.

Members Present

Ministers



Elders


Churches

Rev’d Wm. A. Gray


J. P. Means


Holly Springs


    “     A. W. Young


D. P.Gillespie


Chulahoma

    “     L. B. Gaston


J. N. Harper


Willington

    “     A. Johnson


R. L. Stuart


Hopewell

    “     Sam’l I. Reid

Absent

Rev’d D. Baker, W. V. Frierson, J. B. Stafford, J. Weatherby, T. C. Stuart, A. H. Cald​well & T. Davis.
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Moderator

Rev’d A. W. Young was chosen Moderator and Rev’d L. B. Gaston, Temporary Clerk.






Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock p.m. 

After recess resumed business. Mr. J. M. Morrison, elder from Ooktookalopha Church appeared in Presbytery and took his seat.

The minutes of the last sessions were read. 

Rev’d Wm. V. Frierson and T. Davis appeared and having given satisfactory reasons for tardiness took their seats.

Elders J. H. Miller from Spring Hill, H. Kirkwood from Lebanon & J. N. Cameron from Monroe appeared and took their seats.

Letters assigning reasons for absence were received from Brethren J. Weatherby and T. C. Stuart, and the reasons given were sustained.
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Church at Lamar

Rev’d J. Weatherby (by letter) reported the organization of the Lamar Church
 in Marshall County with 24 members, which was received under care of Presbytery.

Prospect Church DeSoto

Rev. A. W. Young reported Prospect Church
 in DeSoto County with 27 members which was also taken under our care.






                 Took recess until after Divine Service.

After recess, resumed business.

Devotional Exercises

Brethren Johnson, Young, and Harper were appointed a committee on devotional exer​cises.

Minutes of Gen. Assy.

Messrs Gray, Frierson & Stuart were appointed a committee on the minutes of the Gen​eral Assembly.

Mr. L. C. Gillespie elder from Yalabusha church appeared and took his seat.

[208]

Report. Com[missioners] to Ass[embly]

The report of Bro. Reid, commissioner to the last Gen’l Assembly was heard and ap​pro​ved.

Rev’d A. H. Caldwell, and Mr. A. Flinn, elder from Philadelphia Church, appeared and hav​ing given satisfactory reasons for tardiness took their seats.

Com. of Assessment

Messrs Johnson, Harper & D. P. Gillespie were appointed a committee to assess the churches for Commissioner’s Fund.

Supplies

Reports of Supplies under the order of last session were heard and approved.  
Panola & DeSoto

Bro. Caldwell presented a request from sundry persons near “Fredonia Church” in Panola County, and another from a settlement in DeSoto County to be organized into Churches under care of Presbytery.

[209]

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. Closed with prayer.







Friday morning, 8 o’clock 







Oct 1st 1847

Presbytery met according to adjournment. Opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday’s session were read.

Standing Rule

Resolved that hereafter it be a standing rule to call on every Church for its representation in the sessions of Presbytery at the opening thereof.

American Pro’t Society

Mr. Julius Delannay, Missionary Agent for the American Protestant Society
 was intro​duced to Presbytery, and the hour of 11 o’clock a.m. tomorrow was assigned him for a public hearing, upon the subject of his mission, and it was Resolved that “in view of the large increase of the influences of the man of sin in our 
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beloved land and of the avowed designs of Rome to plant her cross over our Zion,

Resolved unanimously that it is highly important that the people within our bounds be stirred up to enquiry into the character of popery, and a spirit of prayer and of personal efforts for the conversion of the millions of Romanists in our land, and that having heard the statements of Mr. Julius Delannay relative to the American Protestant Society we approve of the spirit of love which animates their members and recommend the agent to the cordial cooperation of our churches.”
Next Meeting

Resolved that the next stated meeting of Presbytery be at Spring Hill Church at 11 o’clock a.m. Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April next.

Took recess until 2 o’clock p.m. after which resumed business.
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Mr. Kimmons

Mr. H. H. Kimmons appeared and having given a satisfactory account of his progress in course of preparation for the ministry, the 23[rd] Psalm as the subject of a popular lec​ture, and Rom. 5:1 as the subject of a popular sermon were assigned him as parts of trial to be delivered at the next meeting.

Overture

A motion to overture the next Gen’l Assembly was referred to Messrs Gaston, Gray & Miller.

Commissioner’s Fund

The Com. on the Commissioner’s Fund presented a report, which was adopted and is as follows.

Holly Springs
        $15



Bethany                     $3

Ripley


8


Ooktookalopha
7


Pontotoc

7


Yallabusha
            4

College                      12


Hudsonville                 8

Oxford                         7

                        Hopewell                     7
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Monroe
          $3

                        New Hope                 $3

Philadelphia

7

                        Chulahoma                  5

Lebanon                      4                                              Lamar                        10

Prospect                      2                                               Willington                  6

Spring Hill
8

Messrs Caldwell, Frierson & Means were appointed a Committee on Supplies.

Nom. Of Commissioners

Rev’d Wm. A. Gray, Principal, Rev. A. Johnson Alternate—Ministers.

J. P. Means, Principal, and J. H. Miller, Alternate—Ruling Elders.

Alternate ruling elders were nominated as Commissioners to the next Gen’l Assembly.

Supplies

The report of the Com. on Supplies was received and adopted and is as follows, viz:

Gray & Frierson
one Sabbath each at Hebron

St[uart] & Reid
  “         “         “     “ Lebanon

Stafford

one Sabbath at Farmington

Gaston in Panola Cy. at discretion
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Caldwell in DeSoto County at discretion.

Baker one Sabbath at Hernando

Weatherby one Sabbath at Salem

Young one Sabbath at Greenwood.

Installation

The Committee appointed to install Bro. Johnson over Ooktookalopha Church reported the performance of that duty.

Doc. Sermon

The doctrinal sermon was made the order of the day for 2 ½ o’clock p.m. tomorrow.

Spring Hill Church

A letter from the minority of Spring Hill Church urging their petition for division was received.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.

Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning

8 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment. Opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday.

Bro Baker appeared and rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Doc. Sermon

Original Sin was assigned as the subject of the next doctrinal sermon to be delivered by Bro Caldwell, principal & Bro Davis, alternate.
Spring Hill Church

The case of Spring Hill Church
 was taken up, the discussion of which was arrested by the order of the day at 11 o’clock a.m. Presbytery heard Mr. Delannay and then took a recess ‘till 2 o’clock p.m.
Minutes of the Gen. Assembly

The committee on the Gen’l Assembly minutes reported two items for the action of Pres​bytery, viz—1st- the reference of a proposed addition to the 15th Chapter of our Form of Government.
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2nd The appointment of a Committee to “collect information” for “the Board of Educa​tion.”

The former was referred to the next spring meeting of Presbytery, and Messrs. Gaston & Z. Conkey were appointed the committee in reference to the letter.

Overture

The committee on the Overture to Gen’l Assembly presented their report which was adopted and is as follows, viz:

Whereas the action of the Gen’l Assembly sanctioning the restoration of Arch’d. M’​Queen
 to the office of the ministry was adverse to our construction of constitutional law, therefore

Resolved that the Presbytery of Chickasaw respectfully overture the Gen’l Assembly and ask if it be the judgment of the Assembly that 3 years suspension from the functions
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of his order be the penalty by which the “ends of discipline are answered” for the vio​lation of the law inhibiting the marriage of a man with the sister of his dec’d wife, by a minister of the Gospel?

If the answer be yea; then what is the penalty to be inflicted on an elder, and likewise on a private member for the same offence?

If the answer be nay—then what measure of punishment shall hereafter be inflicted on such transgressors?

Resolved, that the Stated Clerk is instructed to include the above in his published extracts from the minutes—

Doctrinal Sermon

The hour of the day having arrived, ordered for hearing the doctrinal sermon, Bro Baker was heard, from Rev. 19:6. And then the Spring Hill Church case was again taken
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up and the prayer of the petitioners was not granted, but they were affectionately recom​mended to according to the will of the majority.

Com. on Education

The report of the Committee on Education was received showing a receipt into the Treasury of $       = $65 of which have paid to Mr. F. Patton, and $      to Mr. D. S. Baker, leaving a balance of          on hand.

Colportage

The Committee on Colportage reported and their report was adopted and the committee discharged.

Temperance

It was Resolved, that, each minister in this Presbytery preach a sermon on the subject of Temperance in each of their respective churches, before the next meeting of Presbytery.
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Adjourned to meet at Spring Hill Church on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.

A. W. Young, Moderator

L. B. Gaston, Temp. Clerk






James Weatherby, Stated Clerk.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Chickasaw Presbytery report and recommend their approval to page 218. as correctly kept, but suggest the propriety of Synod’s advising the Presbytery not to prosecute the overture to the Gen. Assembly on page 215.








Benj. Shaw,








   Moderator.
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Spring Hill Church

April 13, 1848

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment,
 and was opened with a sermon by Rev’d William A. Gray from 103[rd] Psalm and 13th verse, “Like as a father,” &c. In the absence of the Moderator, Rev’d W. V. Frierson took the chair and called the Presbytery to order and constituted with prayer.

Members Present

Ministers




Ruling Elders

Daniel Baker




J. P. Means, Holly Springs

James Weatherby



J. S. Weatherall, Bethesda

W. V. Frierson




O. H. Wiley, Hopewell

L. B. Gaston




R. Gilmer, Pontotoc

W. A. Gray

S. I. Reid

Absent: T. C. Stuart, J. B. Stafford, A. Johnson, A. W. Young, T. Davis, and A. H. Cald​well.
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Rev’d L. B. Gaston was chosen Moderator. Rev’d S. I. Reid, Temporary Clerk. After which Presbytery took a recess.

After the recess Presbytery resumed business. Rev’d A. Johnson appeared, gave reasons for tardiness, and took his seat.

Michael Reinhardt, elder from Lamar, A. A. Puryear, Hudsonville, J. N. Phifer, Ook​took​alopha, and Henry Gilmer, Lebanon, appeared in Presbytery. And rendering satis​factory reasons for tardiness, took their seats.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.

Rev’d T. C. Stuart, through Rev’d W. V. Frierson, gave reasons for absence, which were sustained.

Brethren Gaston, Frierson, and Gilmer were appointed a committee on religious exer​cises.

[221]

Standing Rules

Resolved that it be a standing rule of Presbytery for standing committees to make their re​​​ports in writing.

Resolved that it be a standing rule to call upon Elders for tardiness.

Committees on Session Books

The following committees were appointed on sessional records, viz:

Frierson & Phifer

Records of Oxford & Lamar

Gray & Wiley


      “       “  College & Hudsonville

Johnson & R. Gilmer                    “       “  Holly Springs & Bethesda

Weatherby & H. Gilmer               “       “   Ooktookalopha & Hopewell

Baker & Reinhardt

      “       “   Chulahoma & Lebanon

Johnson & Means

      “       “   Pontotoc & Spring Hill   

The above committees reported & their reports were received and adopted & their ex​ceptions entered upon the respective records.

[222]

Free Conversation on the State of Religion was made the order of the day for tomorrow evening at 2 o’clock.

Brethren Johnson and Gray were appointed a committee to prepare the narrative of the State of Religion.
Commissioners [Elected]

The nominations of commissioners to the Gen’l Assembly made at the last stated ses​sions, were confirmed.

[Commissioner’s] Fund

Brethren Weatherby and Puryear were appointed a Com. to receive the commissioner’s fund. Mr. William Spencer, elder from Monroe Church, appeared and having given satis​factory reasons for tardiness, took his seat.

Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.

Closed with prayer.

 [223]

Friday morning, April 14,

½ past 8 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday. Minutes were read and approved.

Com. on Education

The Standing Committee on Education reported, which report was received & accepted and is as follows, viz:

The Committee of Education report that there are three young men under the care of Presbytery, who are aided in part by Presbytery, viz: Mr. F. Patton, Seminary: Allegheny City, Mr. D. S. Baker, Princeton, Mr. Oscar Rogers, Holly Springs. Since the last meeting of Presbytery the committee have received from

College Church
7.50



Hopewell
$15

Chulahoma                15.00



Hudsonville       33

Paid Mr. Patton Eighty Dollars, leaving $9.50 due the chairman of the committee.
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Received during the present sessions at Spring Hill Church, April 14, 1848, from

Hopewell Church      10.00



Oxford

$10

Willington     “          14.10                                         Ooktookalopha   9

Holly Springs            17.00



Mr. Spencer        0.95

Philadelphia Ch           1.35

The chairman of the Com. of Education in connection with the above report, read a very interesting letter from Mr. Daniel S. Baker, a candidate under the care of this Presbytery; Therefore, Resolved that the Presbytery have heard with interest and pleasure from D. S. Baker, a candidate for the ministry under our care and highly approve of the same.

Mr. Patton

Presbytery proceeded to the further examination of Mr. Patton, which was resumed at the point where it had been suspended. Presbytery took a recess until after Divine Service.

[225]

Presbytery resumed business. The examination of Mr. Patton in Theology, Church Hist​ory & the Hebrew language having been completed, [it] was on motion sustained as parts of trial.

Free Conversation

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery held a free conversation on the state of religion.

Mr. Patton then read his lecture, the roll was called, remarks made, and on motion was sustained as part of trial.

It was made the order of the day for 7 ½ to hear the popular sermon of Mr. Patton from Jno. 17:11, “Holy Father” &c.

Presbytery then took a recess until 7 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery resumed business. After hearing the sermon of Mr. Patton the roll was called, remarks made & on motion, it was sustained.

[226]

Resolved that the next stated sessions of Presbytery be held in Coahoma Church, on Thurs​​day before the third Sabbath of October at eleven o’clock a.m.

Resolved that as the persons appointed to preach the doctrinal sermons are absent, that their appointments be continued until the next meeting.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock. 








Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning,

½ past 8 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday.

[Fredonia and Senatobia Churches Organized]

Brother Reid reported a church organized in Panola County under the name of Fredonia,
 consisting of 13 members & one ruling elder. Also a church in DeSoto under the name of Senatobia
 containing 18 members and two ruling elders, which churches were received, and enrolled among our churches.
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Overture

Resolved, that the Presbytery answer the overture on ministerial [indecipherable], sent down by the last Assembly, in the negative.

Presbytery then proceeded to license Mr Franklin Patton to preach the gospel.

The report of the Committee on the Narrative of the State of Religion was received and adopted.

Supplies

The report of the Committee of Supplies was received and adopted and is as follows, viz:

Baker & Caldwell, one Sabbath each at Ripley; Frierson, 2nd Sabbath in June at Ripley and 1 Sabbath at Bethesda [for the Comm. to Assembly] Weatherby—one Sabbath at Salem; Caldwell, one Sabbath at Senatobia.
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Gaston & Reid to hold a protracted meeting in Panola, and organize a church. Gray & Frierson one day each at Hebron. Johnson, one day at Yalabusha and one Sabbath to visit the people east of Fredonia. Patton, one Sabbath at Lebanon, [ditto] Hopewell; Reid, one Sabbath at Lebanon & hold a communion. Gaston one Sabbath at Hopewell & hold a communion. Davis, 2 Sabbaths at Coahoma Church. Stafford 1 Sabbath at Farmington.

Com. Fund

The Committee appointed to collect the Com[missioners] Fund reported and their report was accepted and adopted.

Resolved that Presbytery accede to the advice given by the Synod of Memphis, in regard to our overture, which passed at a previous meeting of Presbytery.
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Resolved that Messrs Weatherby, Baker, Johnson, Reinhardt and H. Gilmer be a com​mittee to confer with certain members of Spring Hill congregation, relative to organizing them into a separate congregation.

Presbytery took a recess until 7 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery resumed business.

Missionary Sermon

Resolved that it be a standing rule of this Presbytery to have a sermon preached on the subject of missions at the fall meeting by someone appointed at the Spring Meeting. Bro. Reid was appointed to preach, Bro. Gaston his alternate.

The committee appointed to confer with the petitioners in Spring Hill congregation for a sep​a​rate organization reported, which

[230]

report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

The committee appointed to confer with the minority of Spring Hill Church, report that after a prayerful interview with these brethren, they found them willing to acknowledge their errors in former petitions, and succeeding conduct, and anxious to disclaim any dis​re​spect to Presbytery in their [indecipherable]. Therefore the committee recommend that their petition be granted. Whereupon It was resolved that the petition be granted.

Resolved unanimously that it is the opinion of this Presbytery, that the Spring Hill Church & its pastor have acted in strict accordance with Presbyterian and Christian prin​ci​ples in the removal of the place of worship.
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[Spring Hill Renamed] Zion Church

The Spring Hill congregation petitioned Presbytery to change the name from Spring Hill to Zion.
 Whereupon it was Resolved that their petition be granted.

Harmony Church

Resolved that Messrs Baker and Johnson be a committee to organize the Church of Har​mony.

Mr. Kimmons

Resolved that the Stated Clerk be directed to write to Mr. Kimmons a fraternal letter urg​ing him to be present at the next meeting of Presbytery with the parts assigned him.

Mr. John Miller

Mr. John Miller
 made application in writing to be taken under care of Presbytery as a candidate for the gospel ministry. Mr. Miller being present, was examined
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on experimental religion, as [to] his views in seeking the gospel ministry, and was unani​mously received under care of Presbytery as a candidate for the ministry.

 “An deter peccatum originale” was assigned Mr. Miller for a Latin exegesis, and the 1st 8 verses of the 1st Chapter of Hebrews as a critical exercise.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Coahoma Church on Thursday before the 3rd Sab​bath in October. Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction








L. B. Gaston, Moderator

S. I. Reid, Tem. Clerk


James Weatherby, Stated Clerk
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Holly Springs

June 15, 1848

A pro re nata meeting of the Chickasaw Presbytery was called by the Moderator at the request of a legal number of ministers and ruling elders to hear the application of the Rev’d Daniel Baker, to have the pastoral relation between him and the Church of Holly Springs dissolved, and to dismiss him to join the Presbytery of Brazos, and to receive the Rev’d Samuel McKinney from the Presbytery of the Western District.

The following members were present, viz:

Rev’d James Weatherby, L. B. Gaston, A. W. Young, A. H. Caldwell, and S. I. Reid, Ministers and R. H. Buford and Wm F. Mason, Ruling Elders.

Rev’d L. B. Gaston, Moderator, took the chair, and opened the meeting with prayer. Rev’d James Weatherby was chosen as Temporary Clerk.
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Dissolution

Bro. Baker thro’ Bro. Weatherby made application to have the Pastoral relation now exist​ing between him and the Church of Holly Springs dissolved. The church being called upon, yielded a reluctant consent to the dissolution. Whereupon the pastoral relation dis​solved the church [was] declared vacant.

Brother Baker then applied thro’ Bro Weatherby to be dismissed to join the Presbytery of Brazos, and the Stated Clerk was requested to furnish him with the proper testimonials.

 [Samuel McKinney Received]

The Rev’d Sam’l McKinney
 presented a dismission from the Presbytery of the Western District, and after an examination was received as a member of the Presby. Presbytery then adjourned sine die. Concluded with prayer.

J. Weatherby,





L. B. Gaston,

    T. Clerk.





     Moderator.
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Coahoma
 Church,

October 12, 1848

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with singing, reading, and prayer by the Rev’d L. B. Gaston the Moderator

Members Present

Ministers





Ruling Elders

Rev’d James Weatherby



J. O. Fulton, Pontotoc

     “    Wm. V. Frierson



R. H. Buford, College

     “    Thomas Davis




James Wilson, Chulahoma

     “    L. B. Gaston




William Elder, Coahoma

     “    Wm A. Gray




Jno. Nason, Yallabusha

     “    S. I. Reid




James Gray, Harmony

     “    A. H. Caldwell

     “    A. W. Young

Absent: Rev’ds Thomas C. Stuart, James B. Stafford, S. McKinney, A. Johnson.

Rev’d S. I. Reid was chosen Moderator.

Rev’d W. A. Gray was chosen Temporary Clerk.
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Religious Exercises

Rev’d Sam. I. Reid and Wm Elder were appointed a committee on religious exercises.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.








Friday morning,








9 o’clock, 13th Oct.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday.

Harmony Church

The organization of Harmony Church consisting of fourteen members with three elders was reported,
 which was taken under our care, and Mr. James R. Gray, a ruling elder of said church being present took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

Com. on Supplies

Brethren Gaston, Young, and Fulton were appointed a committee on supplies.
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A letter was received from Brother T. C. Stuart, assigning reasons for absence from the present meeting of Presby, which were sustained.

Rev’d A. W. Young gave reasons for absence from the last stated sessions of Presbytery which were sustained.

Centre Church

A church called Centre
 consisting of ten members was reported as having been organ​ized in Yallabusha Co. and it was received under the care of Presbytery, and Mr. John A. McKibbon, one of its ruling elders took his seat in Presbytery.

Free Conversation

Three o’clock was appointed as the hour of the day to hear the free conversation on the state of religion.

Rev’d Wm. A. Gray, our commissioner to the last Gen’l Assembly, reported which report was accepted & approved.

[238]

Com. on Education

The Committee of Education reported, which report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

The committee on Education report that they received since the last report, sixty-one dollars and thirty cents. Paid to the chairman of the committee for advances made by him $9.50, and forty dollars paid Mr. Patton, leaving in the hands of the Treasurer, twelve dollars and 80 cents, which with two dollars received from Fredonia leaves $14.80.

Minutes of the Assembly

Brethren Frierson, Gaston, and Stitt were appointed a committee on the minutes of the Assembly.

Next Meeting

Resolved that the next stated sessions of Presbytery be held in the Philadelphia Church.
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Candidates

Resolved that the chairman of Committee of Education be requested to write to the candi​dates for the ministry, under our care and request them to send him immediately an ac​count of their receipts from all sources and also an account of their expenditures.

Mr. John H. Miller

A letter was received from our candidate Mr. J. H. Miller assigning satisfactory reasons for non-attendance.

A Latin exegesis and critical exercise were received from Mr. Miller and placed in the hands of the Committee on Languages with the addition of Rev’d L. B. Gaston.

Commissioners to the Assembly

Rev’d L. B. Gaston was nominated as commissioner to the next Gen’l Assembly and the Rev’d James Weatherby was nominated as his alternate.
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Mr. R. H. Buford, ruling elder, was nominated as principal & Mr. Morris Hamner his alter​nate.

Assessment

Brethren Caldwell, Stitt and J. R. Gray, were appointed a committee to assess the churches on the Commissioner’s Fund.

Call

A call was presented to Presbytery by the Edmonson Church under the care of the West​ern District Presbytery
 for the pastoral labours of Rev’d A. W. Young. Action was refer​red to an adjourned meeting of Presbytery at Little Rock.

[Pastoral Relation Dissolved]

On motion, it was resolved that the pastoral relation between Rev’d A. W. Young and the Church of Chulahoma be dissolved, and the church declared vacant.

[Doctrinal Sermon]

Presbytery heard a sermon from Rev’d A. H. Caldwell, on the subject of original sin, ac​cording to
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a previous order of Presbytery.

Synodical Report

The Synodical report was presented by the Stated Clerk, which was accepted and adopted.

Upon motion the Education Committee was required to examine Mr. S. S. Gill
 with a view to his recommendation to the Board of Education as a candidate for the ministry.

Brethren Caldwell, Gaston, and Wilson were appointed a committee to report the amount of money, that ought to be allowed our candidates.

The Latin exegesis and critical exercise of Mr. J. H. Miller, were sustained as parts of trial assigned.

The hour of the day having arrived Presbytery held a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.
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Mark 10 Chap. 17 to 22 inclusive, was assigned Mr. J. H. Miller for a lecture and also Ephesians 2 Chap, 8 verse, “By grace are ye saved,” was assigned him as a popular ser​mon, to be exhibited at the next stated sessions of Presbytery.

Absence

Rev’d A. H. Caldwell and Mr. J. R. Stitt and John Huston had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

The doctrine of justification was selected as the subject for the next doctrinal sermon be​fore Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.

October 14, 1848, 

9 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday.

[243]

[Committee on General Assembly Minutes]

The committee on the minutes of the General Assembly reported, and their report was ac​cepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the Assembly report that they find on page 47 the recommendation of the Assembly to the Presbyteries, the subject of mis​sions. Your committee recommend that Presbytery enjoin it upon each minister to preach on the subject and take collections, and report the same at the next meeting of Presbytery. 

[Depository of Books Authorized]
On page 50 the Assembly [recommends] that the Presbyteries take measures for the est​ab​lishment of depositories of the books of the Board of Publication. And they recom​mend that a committee of three be appointed to report at the next sessions. Brethren Weatherby, McKinney and Wilson were appointed.
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Supplies

The committee of supplies reported & their report was accepted and adopted and is as fol​lows, viz:

Holly Springs


McKinney & Caldwell each 1 Sabbath

Coahoma


Young & Caldwell
    “          do.

Yallabusha


Gaston & Johnson
    “          do.

Farmington


Stafford & Gray
    “          do.

Fulton



Frierson & Stuart
    “          do.

Hernando


Caldwell & Young
    “          do.

Centre



Johnson & Reid              “          do.

Salem



McKinney                       “          do.

Hebron



Gray & Frierson
    “          do.

Senatobia


Gaston & Weatherby
    “          do.

Com. [Commissioner’s] Fund

The committee reported the assessment, viz:

Holly Springs          $10



College                      $9

Ripley 


6



Bethany

2

Pontotoc 

4



Ooktookalopha           4

Oxford 

5



Yallabusha

2
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Yallabusha                $2



Hudsonville               $5

Hopewell

5



Monroe 

2

Philadelphia

4



Lebanon                      3

Prospect

2



Zion


5

New Hope

2



Chulahoma

5

Lamar


5



Willington

5

Fredonia

3



Panola


2

Harmony

3



Senatobia
            2

Coahoma

1



Hebron


1

Greenwood 

2



Bethesda

3

Edmiston

$5

 [Allegations against] Mr. Davis

The following paper was received by the Presbytery—Whereas common fame hath for a long time past charged and doth still charge the Rev’d Thomas Davis with great neglect of ministerial duty in preaching the word, with common disregard of pecuniary obliga​tions, and with manifold misrepresentations and unfaithfulness in business
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transactions generally by reason whereof of great scandal hath been brought upon the Christian name, and occasion given to the enemies of God to blaspheme. Therefore we the subscribers, do earnestly solicit and move Presbytery to investigate the truth of such charges and take such action in the premises as the glory of God and the prosperity of Zion in their estimation may demand.








L. B. Gaston








A. H. Caldwell








A. W. Young.

Upon motion a committee consisting of the Rev’d L. B. Gaston, Angus Johnson and Mr. James Wilson, elder, as a committee of prosecution to investigate said rumors and report to Presbytery at its next stated sessions.

Resolved that Rev’d T. Davis be suspended from the functions of the ministry till this case be investigated and issued in accordance with
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the action of our last General Assembly-page 34.

Presbytery had recess until after Divine Service.

After recess presbytery resumed business. No further business requiring the action of  Presbytery. Presbytery adjourned to meet in the city of Little Rock, Ark. at the call of the Moderator. Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








Sam’l I. Reed,








       Mod’r.

Wm. A. Gray, T. Clerk







James Weatherby, Stated Clerk

Examined & approved in Synod, Oct. 21, 1848 held at Little Rock. 








Cyrus Byington, Moderator.
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Little Rock,
 Ark.

Oct. 21, 1848

Presbytery of Chickasaw met at the call of the Moderator and was opened with prayer.

Present Rev’d James Weatherby, W. V. Frierson, Wm A. Gray & S. I. Reid.

The following overture was directed to be laid before Synod by our Stated Clerk, viz:

The Presbytery of Chickasaw would respectfully overture the Synod of Memphis, and request them to decide whether the Edmiston Church, whose building is in the boundaries of the Chickasaw Presbytery, and which has called a minister belonging to said Pres​by​tery can be considered as properly belonging to another Presbytery.

Presbytery had a recess.

After recess Presbytery met, and it was resolved that the call from the Edmiston Church be put into the hands of Bro. Young. And that if the way be clear, Brethren

[249]

Weatherby, Gaston, and Caldwell be a committee to attend and install Bro. Young. Bro Gaston to preach the sermon, Bro. Weatherby to preside, and put the constitutional ques​tions, and give the charge to the people, and that Bro Caldwell deliver the charge to the people.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at the Philadelphia Church on the Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April at 11 o’clock a.m. Concluded with prayer.








S. I. Reid, Moderator

James Weatherby, Stated Clerk

[250]

A pro re nata meeting of Presbytery was held, according to the call of the moderator was opened with a sermon by the Rev’d James Weatherby from John 17:19, “And for their sake” &c.—after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Present-Ministers: Rev’d James Weatherby, A. Johnson, L. B. Gaston & S. I. Reid, Mod​erator.

Elders: O. H. Wiley from Hopewell Church and A. J. Lewis from Oxford Church.

The Stated Clerk having explained the object of the meeting, the parties applicant for the dissolution of the pastoral relation between Rev’d S. I. Reid, and the Church of Oxford were heard—Bro. Reid in person, and the church by their representative, Mr. Wendle, and it appearing that the preliminary steps had been properly taken, no exception being made to the pastoral course of
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of Bro. Reid, and the church having redeemed its pledge to support by mutual consent. On motion the pastoral relation aforesaid was dissolved, and the church at Oxford was declared vacant.

[John N. Waddel Received]

A certificate of dismission from the Presby. of Tombeckbee was presented by the Rev’d Jno. N. Waddel,
 which being found regular upon examination, he was received as a mem​​​ber of this Presbytery.

Adjourned sine die, closed with prayer.

S. I. Reid,

    Mod’r.

L. B. Gaston,

     Temp. Clerk

James Weatherby,

 





     Stated Clerk
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Philadelphia Church

April 12, 1849, 10 o’clock

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Rev’d Sam’l I. Reid, the Moderator, from Psalm 27:5: “He shall set me upon a rock.” Constituted with prayer.

Members Present

Ministers





Ruling Elders

James Stafford





Rob. White, Ripley

James Weatherby




J. Williamson, Fredonia

L. B. Gaston





Ed. McGee, Bethany

A. W. Young





J. H. Means, Holly Springs

S. McKinney





T. H. Robinson, Philadelphia

A. Johnson-2nd day




Wm Oates, Lamar

W. A. Gray





J. D. Braham, Harmony

A. H. Caldwell




Wm Elder, Coahoma

S. I. Reid





E. Kilpatrick, Hudsonville








J. Wilson, Chulahoma








Z. Perry, Centre








Jas. Boone, Edmiston








P. McCutcheon, Oxford








R. S. Stewart, Hopewell
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Absent

Rev’ds T. C. Stuart, W. V. Frierson, Jno. N. Waddle [sic], Thomas Davis.

Rev’d S. McKinney was chosen Moderator, and Mr. Thos. H. Robinson, Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read. Members who were absent from the last sessions gave satisfactory reasons, which were sustained.

Supplies

The reports from supplies were heard and approved.

Installation

The committee appointed to install Bro. Young, Pastor of Edmiston Church, reported per​formance of the duty assigned them on the 3rd Saturday in March.

The standing rules were read.

Devotional Exercises

The Moderator, Bros. Caldwell and Robinson
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were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

Letters were received from Bros. Waddel, Stuart and Frierson giving reasons for absence which were sustained.

Ooktookalopha Church

The session of the Ooktookalopha Church made application to have the pastoral relation between said church and Bro. Johnson dissolved. The application was committed to Messrs. Young, Weatherby, and Kilpatrick.

Licentiate

Mr. Lewis McNeely,
 a licentiate from the New Brunswick Presbytery [in New Jersey] was taken under care.

$30.00.80 cents were collected for Domestic Missions.

It was made the order of the day tomorrow at 3 o’clock p.m. to have a free conversation on the subject of religion, and Messrs. Reid & Gaston were appointed a committee to take notes
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and prepare a narrative.

Doctrinal Sermon

Resolved that Bro. Frierson’s appointment to preach the doctrinal sermon be continued
 and Bro. Gaston his alternate.

Supplies

Messrs. Gray & Oates were appointed a committee of supplies—

Mr. Joseph Boone, ruling elder, appeared in Presbytery and took his seat.

Commissioners to Assembly

Rev’d James Weatherby was chosen as commissioner to the Gen. Assembly, and Rev’d L. B. Gaston his alternate. 

Mr. R. H. Buford, ruling elder, was also chosen commissioner & M. Hamner his alter​nate.

Education Fund

Harmony $14.50, Senatobia $1, Lebanon $4.25, Zion, $11.90, Dr. Ewel $5, Oxford $1.50, Willington $11, Hopewell 5, Phila. 4.80.
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Foreign Missions

$27.00 was received for Foreign Missions.

Board of Publication

$28 was collected for Board of Publication.

Next Presbytery

Resolved that when this Presbytery adjourns, it adjourn to meet in Ripley on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in September at 11 o’clock a.m.

Bro. A. Johnson appeared in Presbytery and after assigning reasons for tardiness took his seat. Bro. Johnson also gave satisfactory reasons for absence from the last meeting of Presbytery.

Mr. Davis

The judicial case of Mr. Davis was made the order of the day for tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.

The Harmony Church obtained permission to engage the services of Mr. Sherrill for the present year.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 








        Concluded with prayer.

Friday morning

9 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment, was opened with prayer. Present as on yester​day.

Mr. P. M. Crutcher, elder from Oxford appeared and took his seat.

Session Books

The following committees were appointed on sessional records, viz:

Holly Springs, New Hope, Bethany & Monroe-Messrs Weatherby, Williamson & Perry.

Hudsonville, Lamar, Yalobusha, Hernando & Panola—Stafford, Wilson & McCutchen.

Pontotoc, Zion, Farmington, Fulton & Bethel—Gaston, Means & Oates.

College, Ripley, Hebron, Salem & Prospect—Reid, Brown & Brame.
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Ooktookalopha, Willington, Greenwood & Senatobia—Gray, Elder & McGhee.

Philadelphia, Chulahoma, Coahoma, Bethesda & Lebanon—Johnson & White.

Oxford, Hopewell, Harmony, Fredonia & Center—Young & McGee.

Edmonston—Caldwell & McCutchen.

Mr. Davis

The order of the day was taken up & the committee to investigate the charges made against the Rev’d Thomas Davis and to take evidence in the case reported, which report was accepted and adopted & is as follows, viz:

The committee appointed to investigate the case of Mr. Davis report that having taken considerable pains and examined sundry witnesses, upon due notice thereof to Mr. Davis, they find the charges preferred to be in their judgment well
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(sustained) founded, and recommend the prosecution of the case to final action, recom​mending that the evidence taken may be placed on file to be used at the time of trial.

Resolved that an adjourned meeting be held in the Edmiston Church on Thursday before the 2nd Sabbath of July next, and that Mr. Davis be cited to appear before Presbytery at the Edmiston Church on Thursday before the 2nd Sabbath in July next.

The Stated Clerk then read the following citation, viz:

Philadelphia Church








April 14, 1849

Rev’d Thomas Davis

Rev’d and Dear Sir:

You are hereby cited to appear before the Presbytery of
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Chickasaw at their sessions in the Edmiston Church DeSoto County, on Thursday before the 2nd Sabbath in July next at 11 o’clock a.m. to answer the following charges tabled against you, viz:

1st. Great neglect of ministerial duty in preaching the word.

2nd. With common disregard of pecuniary obligations.

3rd. With manifest misrepresentations & unfaithfulness in business transactions generally.

The 1st charge will be sustained by William Elder, W. W. Lassiter, [&] David B. Thomp​son.

The 2nd charge will be sustained by James Alcorn, Robert James, [&] David B. Thomp​son.

The 3rd charge will be sustained by Robert Jarvis, Wesley Weeks, C. Campbell, Samuel Campbell, F. Meredith, [&] Thomas J. Boyd.

With the hope that you may be enabled
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to shew that there is no foundation for the very serious charges made against you as a minister of Jesus Christ, 

I remain very respectfully,



Your brother and Co-Presbyter,




James Weatherby




Stated Clerk, Chickasaw Presby.

Sessional Records

The committees appointed to examine the sessional records report, that the session books put in their hands were [kept] correctly, and recommend their approval with the excep​tions marked upon the books, which reports were accepted & adopted.

Dr. R. L. Stuart, ruling elder appeared in presbytery and took his seat.

Presbytery had a recess.

After recess Presbytery resumed business.
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Books

The committee appointed to recommend a plan for the circulation of the books of the Board of Publication, reported, and their report was accepted, amended and adopted as follows, viz:

They recommend that Presbytery assess the churches under their care twenty cents for each communicant, and that each church session send the amount of said assessment to Rev’d W. A. Gray, Treas. of Pres. on or before the 2nd Thursday in July next, who is here​by authorized to purchase from the board to the amount of said monies received, and place the books in Holly Springs
 & Oxford to be sold at the catalogue prices.

Bro. Braham obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.
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The hour of the day having arrived Presbytery had a free conversation on the subject of religion.
Calls

A call from the Phila. Church for the pastoral services of Rev’d A. H. Caldwell was presented to Presbytery and made the order of the day tomorrow at 9 o’clock a.m. A call from the Hopewell Church for the services of Mr. F. Patton, was presented to presbytery, and put into the hands of Mr. Patton.

Leave of absence was granted to Brother Gaston & Bro. McCutchen from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Adjourned until tomorrow morning 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.









Saturday, 

9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.
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The minutes of yesterday were read.

[Ooktookalopha Church]

The committee [report] on the memorial from the Ooktookalopha Church was received, amended & adopted and it is as follows, viz:

The committee on the letter from the session of the Ooktookalopha Church would re​spect​fully report that the pastoral relation between that church and Bro. Johnson be dis​sol​ved, and that their request asking permission to engage the services of brother Mc​Neely be granted. 

The pastoral relation was accordingly dissolved.

Bro. Weatherby obtained leave of absence after the morning sessions.

The report of the committee of the narrative of the state [of] religion was received and adopted.
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The Committee on Supplies made the following report which was received & adopted and is as follows, viz:

Bro. 
McKinney 
one Sabbath
Hudsonville

  “
Weatherby
  “        “           Lamar

  “     
Stafford
  “        “ 
Farmington

  “ 
Gray
 
  “
“
Bethel

  “
Johnson
  “
“
Yalabusha

  “
Young

  “
“
Prospect

  “
McKinney
  “
“
Holly Springs

  “
Caldwell
  “
“
Hernando

Commissioner’s Pulpit

 Bro. 
McKinney
Chulahoma

   “
Gaston

Greenwood

Standing Com. of Supplies

Weatherby, Gaston & Young with Boone, and Means, ruling elders.

Call [to Angus Johnson from Willington]
A call from the Willington Church for the pastoral services of Bro. A.
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Johnson was presented to Presbytery & being found in order was put into the hands of Bro Johnson, and accepted by him, and the following brethren were appointed a Com​mittee of Installation. Bro. Weatherby to preside, and give the charge to the Pastor. Bro. Gaston to preach the sermon, and Bro Reid to give the charge to the people.

Call [to A. H. Caldwell from Philadelphia]
The call of the Phila. Church was put into the hands of Bro. Caldwell and accepted. Bro McKinney to preside, Brother Gray to give the charge to the people, and Brother Young to the minister.

The Rev’d Mr. Sloane
 of the Associate Reformed Church being present was invited to a seat as a corresponding member.
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Resolved that the Stated Clerk confer with Mr. H. H. Kimmons with respect to prose​cuting his studies for the ministry & report to the next Presbytery.

Beneficiaries

The committee on the education of beneficiaries reported, and their report was accepted, amended and adopted and is as follows:

The committee appointed to report in relation to the amount of money to [be] appro​pri​ated to our beneficiaries, make the following report, viz: that they be furnished with not more than one hundred dollars from the funds of the Church & that besides this their tuition be provided for them without their expense except while in the seminary. The[y] shall receive $25 in addition.
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Resolved that the Committee of Education ascertain the necessities of our beneficiary D. Baker, and redeem the pledge of Presby. to him.

Leave of absence was granted to Bro White during remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Presbytery proceeded to install Bro Caldwell according to previous arrangements, pastor of Phila. Church.

Resolved that Bro Gaston and Elder be appointed to take testimony in the case of Mr. Davis, at Coahoma—Bro. Frierson & Fulton in Pontotoc—Bro Weatherby & Wilson at Beaver Pond.

After the minutes were read and corrected, Presbytery, after singing, Prayer, adjourned to meet at the Edmiston Church on Thursday before the second
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Sabbath in July next.









S. McKinney, Moderator.

T. H. Robinson, Tem. Clerk,






James Weatherby, Stated Clerk.

Edmiston Church

July 5th, 1849

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon from the Rev’d S. I. Reid from Jno. 21:15, “Jesus said unto Peter,” &c. Presbytery was then constituted with prayer, and the Moderator being absent the Rev’d James Weatherby was chosen moderator and Rev’d S. I. Reid, was chosen Tem. Clerk.
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Ministers Present

     Rev’d James Weatherby

         “     L. B. Gaston

         “     A. W. Young

         “     S. I. Reid

Elders

Dr. John K. Nelson, Edmiston Church

James Wilson, Chulahoma Church

Absent: James Stafford, T. C. Stuart, T. Davis, W. V. Frierson, Wm A. Gray, A. Johnson, S. McKinney, J. N. Waddel, A. H. Caldwell.

Presbytery took a recess until after Divine Service.

After recess Presbytery proceeded to business.

Resolved, that Presbytery now proceed to the case of Mr. T. Davis.

The committee appointed to take testimony in the case reported that they had taken the testimony and presented it to the

[271]

Presbytery. Mr. Davis, the other party being absent, it was resolved that if he does not appear during the present sessions of Presbytery, he be again cited to appear at the next stated sessions of Presbytery according to the Book of Discipline.

Assessment

The churches were then called upon for their assessments to the depository of the Books of the board according to the action of the last Presbytery:


Panola Church
          $5.00.

Senatobia 

4.00

Ooktookalopha 
4.12

Center 


3.37 ½

Hopewell

7.12 ½

Chulahoma

2.55

Willington
          10.00

Yalobusha                 10.00
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Bethany
           $4.50
Resolved that the Stated Clerk be authorized to write to delinquent churches and urge upon them the importance of sending their assessment to the next meeting of Presbytery.

Colportage

Whereas by information received thro’ the Stated Clerk from the Secretary of the Board of Publication it is apparent that the system of colportage is a more practicable and effi​cient plan of operation than depositories, for circulating the Books of the board—There​fore Resolved that the Stated Clerk be instructed to write to the absent members of Pres​by​tery, submitting the proposed change in the plan, and the whole subject to laid over to the next stated meeting of Presbytery.
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Presbytery adjourned ‘till tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. 








        Closed with prayer.

Friday morning,

8 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

Rev’d Wm A. Gray appeared in Presbytery, and having given satisfactory reasons for tar​diness, took his seat.

Resolved that that portion of the last commissioner’s fund still in the hands of the com​mis​sioners, not having been appropriated, be put into the hands of the Com. on Edu​ca​tion.

Mr. Davis

Resolved, that as Mr. Davis has not appeared the Stated Clerk be authorized to cite him again to appear at the next stated sessions of Presbytery.
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to be held in Ripley on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in Apr. next.

Citation

Edmiston Church

July 6, 1849

Rev’d Thomas Davis,

Rev’d and dear Sir

You are hereby cited to appear before the Presbytery of Chickasaw at its next stated ses​sions in Ripley on Thursday before the first Sabbath in September 1849, in accordance with the following resolution of Presbytery.

Resolved that as Mr. Davis has not appeared to answer the charges tabled against him, the Stated Clerk be authorized to cite him again, to appear at the stated sessions of Pres​by​tery in Ripley on Thursday before the first Sabbath in Sept. at 11:00 o’clock a.m.
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to answer to the charges tabled against you and of which you have been informed to​gether with the witnesses to sustain these charges.

And you are moreover notified that if you do not appear at the time and place above men​tioned, besides censuring you for contumacy the Presbytery will assign some person to manage your defence and proceed to take testimony and issue the case as if you were present.








By order of Presbytery








    James Weatherby, Stated Clerk.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Ripley on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in Sept. Closed with prayer.








J. Weatherby, Modr.

S. I. Reid, T. Clerk








J. Weatherby, S. Clerk
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Ripley,

August 31, 1849

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and in the absence of the Mod​erator, the Rev’d James Weatherby opened Presbytery with a sermon from Col. 4:12. After which Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Members Present

Ministers: Rev’d T. C. Stuart, Jas Weatherby, W. V. Frierson, A. W. Young, [&] S. I. Reid.

Elders: Mr. T. White, Zion; Jas Rogan, Ripley; Wm Rankin, Senatobia, J. N. Cameron, Monroe; J. P. Means, Holly Springs, Thos Means, Hebron;[&]  James Gray, Harmony.

Absent: Rev’d J. B. Stafford, L. B. Gaston, A. Johnson, T. Davis, A. H. Caldwell, J. N. Wad​del, & Sam’l McKinney.

Rev’d T. C. Stuart was elected Moderator and Rev’d S. I. Reid, Temp. Clerk.

Presbytery took recess for one hour.
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After recess resumed business. Mr. F. J. Wren, an elder from Willington, [&] Mr. Hugh Kirkwood from Lebanon, appeared took their seats.

Minutes of the last stated sessions were read.

Brethren Gray, Stuart, and Rogan were appointed a Com. on religious exercises.

Rev’d A. W. Young appeared, & having given satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat.

Mr. Alford Hutchinson, elder from Edmiston Church appeared and took his seat.

[W. E. Chittenden Received]

Rev’d W. E. Chittenden
 presented a certificate from the Presy of Huron, and after an exam​ination was received, and invited to take his seat as [a] member of Presbytery.

Com. on Minutes

Brethren Frierson and Cameron were appointed a committee to assess the churches for the Commissioner’s Fund.
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Rev’d James Weatherby, commissioner to the Gen’l Assembly made his report which report was accepted and approved.

Com. of Supplies

Brethren Weatherby & Williams were appointed a Committee of Supplies.

Com. of Education

The Committee of Education, made their report, and read letters from beneficiaries which report was accepted and adopted. A letter was received from the Presbytery of Concord dismissing Mr. R. E. Sherrill,
 a licentiate under their care to unite with this Presbytery, and Mr. Sherrill was accordingly received.

A letter was received from Mr. H. H. Kimmons a candidate under our care, stating that after prayerfully considering the matter, he had come to the conclusion, that it was not his duty to enter the ministry, and therefore
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desired that his name should be stricken from the roll of candidates. On motion Mr. Kim​mons’ request was granted.

Rev’d T. Davis

The case of Mr. T. Davis was made the order of the day for tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock & the Rev’d Weatherby was appointed counsel for the accused.

Adjournment

Resolved that when the presbytery adjourns it adjourn to meet at the Hopewell Church on Tuesday before the meeting of Synod at 11 o’clock, then & there if the way be clear to ordain and install Mr. F. Patton. Rev’d W. V. Frierson to preach the sermon. Rev’d T. C. Stuart to preside and give the charge to the people. Rev’d W. A. Gray, to give the charge to the minister.

Com. of Education

Resolved that in order to have all the
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members of the Com. of Education contiguous
 to the chairman, Brethren Chittenden & J. P. Means be substituted for Brother Gaston & Conkey.

Rev’d J. B. Stafford appeared in Presbytery and having given satisfactory reasons for tar​di​ness took his seat.

Resolved that the Presbytery through the Com. of Education, recommend Mr. Gill to the Board of Education.

Covetousness

Resolved that each minister be requested to preach on the sin of covetousness before the next meeting of Presbytery.

Board of Publication

The churches having been called upon for their contributions for circulating the books of the board, the following sums were reported from the churches named, viz:

New Hope                  $3.25



Fredonia

5.50
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Bethany

4.50



Lebanon
          $6.00

Edmiston

9.00



Harmony

5.60

Holly Springs            20.00



Hebron


3.10

Monroe

4.40



Lamar


4.00

Willington                 10.00



Yallabusha
          10.00

Panola                 
5.00



Ooktookalopha
4.12 ½ 

Center


3.37 ½



Hopewell

7.12 ½ 

Chulahoma

3.35



Ripley

          12.00

Hudsonville

4.00

Brethren Weatherby, Frierson & J. Gray were appointed a committee to report to Presby. the best plan for circulating the books of the Board of Publication.

Presbytery adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.
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Friday morning,

9 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. 

Mr. Alex. Pickens, elder, from New Hope appeared and took his seat.

The Rev’d T. R. Frierson of Tombeckbee Presby. being present was invited to take a seat as a corresponding member.

The order of the day being the case of Mr. Davis, the following paper was adopted, viz:

Whereas there is not sufficient evidence that the citation issued by the Stated Clerk has been duly served upon the Rev’d Mr. Davis, Therefore

Resolved that the Stated Clerk be directed to cite Mr. Davis to appear before Presbytery at College Church, on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath of October next at 12 o’clock 

Mr. Chittenden asked and obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres​bytery.
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Com. to the Assembly

Rev’d A. W. Young, principal and L. B. Gaston, alternate, were nominated as commis​sioners to the next Gen’l Assembly. Mr. Jas R. Gray, principal & Mr. A. Cameron alter​nate were also nominated commissioners to the next Assembly.

Rev’d Mr. Cooper of the Cumberland Presby. Church was invited to take a seat as a cor​responding member.

The Com. appointed to examine the minutes of the last Gen’l Assembly, reported which report was received, accepted and adopted, as is as follows—That they would call the attention of presbytery to the recommendation of the Assembly to the better observance of the monthly concert [of prayer], & the religious instruction of servants.

Presbytery took a recess until after Divine Service. After service Presbytery
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resumed business.
Com. of Supplies

The committee of supplies reported and their report was accepted and adopted & is as follows, viz:

Young & Caldwell 

one Sabbath

Prospect

Reid & Young


  “
“

Edmiston

Caldwell & Young

  “    
“

Hernando

Weatherby & Frierson

  “
“

Zion

Young & Weatherby

  “
“

Chulahoma

Frierson & Weatherby

  “ 
“

Waterford

Reid & Young


  “
“

Senatobia

Chittenden & McKinney
  “
“

Holly Springs

Stafford & Gray

  “
“

New Hope

Stafford & Sherrill

  “
“

Bethany

Stuart & Patton

  “
“

Monroe

Frierson & Sherrill

  “
“

Pontotoc

Frierson & Gray

  “
“

Ripley

Gray & Sherrill

  “
“

Bethesda

Waddel & Gaston

  “
“

College
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Weatherby & Reid

  “
“

Fredonia

Gaston & Reid


  “
“

Panola

Gaston & Johnson

  “
“

Coahoma

Waddel & Patton

  “
“

Oxford

Reid & Weatherby

  “
“

Willington

McKinney & Caldwell
  “
“

Phila.

Johnson & McNeely

  “
“

Ooktookalopha

Waddel & Patton

  “
“

Hopewell

Johnson & Patton

  “
“

Lebanon

Johnson & McNeely

  “
“

Centre

Frierson & Sherrill

  “
“

Harmony

Gray & Sherrill

  “
“

Hebron

Stafford & Gray

  “
“

Farmington

Johnson & McNelly

  “
“

Yallabusha

Colportage

The committee on colportage reported & their report was accepted & adopted & is as fol​lows—viz:

Resolved that the Stated Clerk be authorized to write to the Cor. Secretary of the Board
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of Publication, and inform him that we are prepared to enter upon the work of circulating the books of the Board, and request him to send to us forthwith all the publications of the board suitable for circulation, especially a number of Confessions of Faith, Hymn Books, and Presbyterian Almanacs, and Resolved further, Weatherby & Jas. Wilson be author​ized to employ a colporteur to do the work, and that the Com. be authorized to give the sum of two hundred dollars per annum to a colporteur, he funding his own horse and buggy.
 

Lebanon Church

A petition was presented from Lebanon Church praying to be divided into two churches, which petition was granted, and Bro. Johnson appointed to visit that church and organize a new church, if the way be clear.
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Assessment

The committee appointed to assess the churches for the Commissioner’s Fund, made the following report which was accepted & adopted—viz:

Holly Springs
          $7.


College Church 
          $6.00

Ooktookalopha
2.




Ripley


4.


Pontotoc


3.00

Oxford


4.


Hopewell


4.00

Phila.


4.


Prospect


2.00

New Hope

2.


Lamar



4.00

Fredonia

2.


Coahoma


1.00

Hudsonville

4.


Monroe


2.00

Lebanon

2.


Harmony


2.00

Zion


4


Chulahoma


4.00

Willington

4.


Panola



1.00

Senatobia

2.


Hebron



1.00

Greenwood

2.


Edmiston


4.00









        $80.00

Unity

Organized in the

Sarepta      
autumn of 1849
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The Harmony Church thro’ their elder Mr. James R. Gray, desired Presbytery to ordain Mr. R. E. Sherrill, who has been labouring with them for some time—therefore Resolved that Presby. proceed to examine Mr. Sherrill with a view of ordination sine titulo.

I Thess. 4th Ch, 3 ver. was assigned to Mr. Sherrill as text for a sermon preparatory to ordination.

Zion Church

Rev’d W. V. Frierson, petitioned presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relation now existing between him and the Zion Church. A letter was also received from Zion Church stating that with great reluctance they assented to the dissolution of the pastoral relation.

A motion was made to dissolve said pastoral relation;
 pending the discussion on this motion, the hour of public worship arrived, when Presbytery took a recess—
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After recess Presbytery resumed business.

Presbytery then adjourned until tomorrow morning 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning, 9 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday.

The discussion on the request of Bro. Frierson was resumed, and after special prayer to God for direction in the matter the request was granted and Zion Church declared vacant.

Mr. Sherrill

Presbytery then entered upon the examination of Mr. Sherrill preparatory to ordination. The examination was arrested to hear a sermon from Bro. Frierson, after which Presby​tery took a recess.

After recess Presbytery resumed business, and continued the examination.

Mr. George Wetherall, ruling elder from 
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Pontotoc Church appeared and took his seat.

Mr. Sherrill having been examined on Experimental Religion & his views in seeking the Gospel ministry, on English Literature, the Latin, Greek & Hebrew languages, the Sci​ences, Theology, Ecclesiastical History & Church Government, all of which were sus​tained as parts of trial—

Resolved, that it be made the order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m. to hear a sermon from Bro Sherrill. The Moderator to preside and put the constitutional questions. Bro Wea​therby to charge the evangelist. 

The Stated Clerk, presented to Presbytery the report to Synod, which was received and adopted.

Standing Committees

The following standing committees were appointed, viz: On English Literature—Johnson, Gray, Chittenden & Reid; 
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On Languages—Weatherby, Stuart, Waddel, McKinney & F. Patton; Mathematics—Young, Gaston, Frierson & Sherrill; Theology—Weatherby, Johnson, Caldwell & Gas​ton; Church History & Government—Gray & Stafford.

Next Meeting

Resolved that the next stated sessions of Presbytery be held in the Hudsonville Church on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April at 11 o’clock a.m.

Doc. Sermon

The nature & extent of the atonement was assigned to Bro. Gaston for the next doctrinal sermon.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived Presbytery heard the sermon by Brother Sherrill from the trial assignment, which was sustained as part of trial.
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It was resolved that the entire examination of Mr. Sherrill be sustained & that Presbytery proceed to his ordination, which was done according to the Book of Discipline.

Resolved that a committee of three be appointed to report to Presbytery at its adjourned meet at College Church a plan for the religious instruction of the coloured population—

Brethren Frierson, Sherrill & R. Gray were appointed said committee.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Hopewell Church on Tuesday before the third Sab​bath of October at 11 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with prayer, singing & benediction.








T. C. Stuart, Moderator

S. I. Reid, Temp. Clk.






James Weatherby, S. Clerk
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College Church,

October 17, 1849

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. The moderator being absent the Rev’d W. A. Gray was elected Moderator Pro Tem. Members present:

Ministers





Ruling Elders

J. Weatherby





J. P. Means, Holly Springs

W. V. Frierson





C. Smith, College

W. A. Gray





P. H. McCutchen, Oxford

L. B. Gaston





J. E. Stitt, Fredonia

S. I. Reid





Jno. Foster, Hopewell

R. E. Sherrill





James Wilson, Chulahoma








Wm Patton, Senatobia








Jno. H. Miller, Zion








Jerh. Gilmer, Lebanon

Brethren Kerr, Baird, Gray, [&] McCoy of the Western District Presbytery being present were invited to take their seats as corresponding members.
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Rev. T. Davis
A letter was received from Rev’d T. Davis desiring to have his case postponed until the next meeting of Presbytery, urging his own ill health as the reason, which letter for rea​sons satisfactory to Presby., was laid on the table, and the following minute adopted: viz:

In view of the action of this Presbytery in reference to the case of the Rev’d T. Davis,

Resolved that the previous action of this Presbytery suspending Mr. Davis from the func​tions of the gospel ministry be affirmed and continued and that Mr. Davis be again cited to appear before this Presbytery at is next spring sessions with the further notice that if he do not then appear, Presbytery will forthwith proceed to depose him for contumacy.

[John H. Miller Examined]

Resolved that Presbytery now proceed to the further examination of their candidate Mr. Jno. H. Miller.

Mr. Miller then read a lecture upon the 17th to 22nd verse of the 10th Chap of Mark which was 
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sustained as part of trial. Presbytery then took recess until 6 ½ o’clock.

After recess Presbytery resumed the examination of Mr. Miller who preached a popular sermon preparatory to licensure, which was unanimously sustained as part of trial.

Bro. Stuart thro’ Bro. Frierson presented reasons for absence, which were sustained.

Resolved that this Presbytery hold an adjourned meeting at Holly Springs on Wednesday before the 2nd Sabbath of Dec. next at 7 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery adjourned until tomorrow morning, 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Thursday morning,

9 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Bro. Caldwell appeared, & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.
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J. G. Boon, ruling elder from Edmiston Church & Wilson Huston from Phila. Church & George Weatherall, from Pontotoc, A. W. Davis from Willington & J. A. Phifer from Ooktookalopha appeared and took their seats in Presbytery.

[Jno. Miller Licensed]

Mr Jno. H. Miller having been examined in all the branches of the languages, sciences, church history, and theology—Wherefore

It was resolved to sustain all the parts of trial & forthwith proceed to license Mr. Miller.

Presbytery took a recess after Service.

Presbytery then resumed business, & proceeded to license Mr. Miller to preach the Gos​pel, according to the order of the Book.

    Adjourned until tomorrow morning 8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer.

Mr. Stitt obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.
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[Installation Not Accomplished]

The committee appointed to install Bro. Johnson reported that they had repaired to Wil​lington Church for that purpose and did not find the way clear to install him pastor of that Church.

Resolved that the report be received & the committee discharged.

Whereas Bro Johnson after much deliberation believed it to be his duty to decline the call therefore Resolved

That leave be granted him to return the call to the church, which was done and the call accepted by the elder from said church.

[Mr. Franklin Patton]

Resolved that Presbytery now proceed to take necessary steps for the ordination of Mr. Franklin Patton, and that he now preach the sermon assigned him upon the 9th verse of 17th Chap. of Jno.

The sermon having been preached, the roll
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was called, and it was unanimously sustained a part of trial.

Bro. Angus Johnson & Bro J. N. Waddel appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tar​di​ness.

Mr. F. Patton having gone through all the parts of trial preparatory to ordination, it was Resolved to ordain him forthwith with a view to his installation as pastor of the Hopewell Church. The Moderator to preach the sermon & preside & put the constitutional ques​tions—Bro. Weatherby to deliver the charge to the newly ordained minister.

Presbytery took recess until 11 o’clock.

After recess Presbytery resumed business, the sermon being preached, Mr. Patton was ordained by the laying on of the hands of Presbytery, according to the order presented in the book, and Mr. Patton’s name was enrolled as a member of this Presby.
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Resolved that Brethren Weatherby Waddel & Reid be a committee to install Bro Patton pastor of Hopewell Church, on Saturday before the 4th Sabbath in November—Bro Weatherby to preach the sermon, preside & put the constitutional questions, Bro Waddel [to] deliver the charge to the minister—Bro. Reid [to] deliver the charge to the people.









Presbytery took recess.

After the recess resumed business. 

A request was presented from Zion Church asking leave to employ Bro. Frierson as their stated supply for the next year which was granted—

Mr. W. Patton, Mr. Houston & J. G. Boon allowed leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Adjourned until tomorrow morning 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning, 

8 ½ o’clock

[Recommendations Concerning the Religious Instruction of Slaves]

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The committee appointed to report on the in​struction of the negroes, reported which report was accepted & amended and adopted and is as follows

1. That each of our ministers regard the negroes belonging to the families of his charge as themselves constituting a part of his charges
 to receive from him such public instruction and private pastoral care as their wants may demand; and that our church members be recommended heartily to cooperate with their pastors in this work.

2. That heads of families and slave owners be earnestly recommended to attend regularly to the catechetical instruction of their own negroes, old and young, to make suitable ar​range​​ments for their attending upon or conducting family worship—
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3. That Sunday schools be established for the oral religious instruction of negroes if prac​ticable in every church, under the instruction and guidance of the eldership and by the Pastor or ministerial supply.

4. That all our ministers and heads of families be recommended to furnish themselves with “Jones’ Catechism for the Instruction of Negroes,”
 as containing more valuable in​for​​mation on that subject than anything else that comes under our knowledge—

[Unity and Sarepta Churches Organized]

Bro Frierson reported the organization of a new church called “Unity”
 in Itawamba County, with 25 members & 2 ruling elders.

Bro. Johnson reported the organization of a new church called “Sarepta”
 in Lafayette Cy. with 25 members & 2 ruling elders.
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Resolved that we now adjourn to meet in Holly Springs on Wednesday before the 2nd Sabbath in Dec. at 7 o’clock p.m.










Closed with prayer.








Wm. A. Gray, Moderator

S. I. Reid, Tem. Clerk






James Weatherby,






     Stated Clerk.
Holly Springs

Dec. 6, 1849

Presbytery met according to adjournment & was opened with a sermon by Bro. Caldwell from Romans 5 Ch., 6 v. The Moderator being absent, Bro. McKinney was chosen mod​erator, Pro Tem. & Bro. Reid, Temporary Clerk. 

Present:

Ministers





Elder

James Weatherby




Jas. P. Means

S. McKinney

A. H. Caldwell

S. I. Reid.

Constituted with prayer.
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The object of the meeting was to install the Rev’d Mr. Dod,
 if the way be clear, Pastor of Holly Springs. But Mr. Dod’s testimonials not having arrived.* Presbytery adjourned to meet in Hudsonville on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April. Concluded with prayer.








S. McKinney, Mod.

S. I. Reid, Tem. Clerk






J. Weatherby,






         Stated Clerk.

*-Brother McKinney asked to be dismissed from this Presbytery to join the Presbytery of Brazos. Whereupon Bro. McKinney was dismissed and the Stated Clerk requested to give him the proper testimonials.
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[Hudsonville]

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment.
 In the absence of the Mod’r, the Rev’d James B. Stafford opened Presbytery with a sermon from Luke 2:10. After which Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Members Present

Ministers: Rev’d J. B. Stafford, Wm. V. Frierson, L. B. Gaston, A. H. Caldwell, A. W. Young, R. E. Sherrill & F. Patton.

Elders:  J. W. Crumby, Zion Ch., A. Shaw, College Ch, J. K. Nelson, Edmiston, Thomas Means, Hebron, R. H. Stewart, Hopewell, G. W. Ewell, Philadelphia, P. Lusk, Ook​tookalopha, A. W. Campbell, Hudsonville, M. Reinhardt, Lamar, James P. Means, H. Springs.

Absent: S. I. Reid, Wm. A. Gray, A. Johnson, T. C. S[tuart], T. Davis, J. N. Waddel, J. Weatherby, & W. E. Chittenden.
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Rev’d A. H. Caldwell was elected Moderator and Rev’d R. E. Sherrill & L. B. Gaston, Temporary Clerks. 

Presbytery took recess until 2 ½ o’clock p.m. Minutes of the last stated sessions were read. Bro. W. A. Gray appeared in Presbytery and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

James Rogan, an elder from Ripley, appeared and took his seat.

Licentiate

Mr. John Hancock, a licentiate from the Presbytery of Madison was received under the care of this Presbytery.

[Doctrinal Sermon]

Bro. Gaston not being prepared to preach the doctrinal sermon previously assigned him, was directed to preach, upon the nature and extent of the atonement at the next stated sessions of Presbytery.

Examination

It was made the order of the day to examine Mr. Hancock with a view to his ordination
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at 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.

Rev’d Lemuel Murray
 from the Presbytery of Concord, being present, was invited to take a seat in Presbytery as a corresponding member.

Com. to Assembly

The nomination of Rev’d A. W. Young, Minister and J. R. Gray, elder principal, and Rev’d L. B. Gaston, minister & J. N. Cunningham, elder alternate, was confirmed.

Mr. Davis

A letter was received from the Rev’d Thomas Davis assigning reasons for not attending Presbytery, and for not being ready for trial. On motion the letter was laid on the table.

Adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.
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Friday morning

9 o’clock

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. Minutes were read. The following brethren appeared in Presbytery, and assigned satisfactory reasons for tardiness—viz: Ministers: Jno. N. Waddel, S. I. Reid, T. C. Stuart. Elders: Hugh Kirkwood, Sarepta, J. W. Biggers, Lebanon, Z. Conkey, Oxford, A. R. Jones, Senatobia & F. Boston, Unity.

Coms. on Records

The following committees were appointed to examine the Session Books—

College Hill, Frierson & Crumby.

Zion and Pontotoc, Gaston & Shaw.

Ripley & Bethesda. Waddel & Campbell.

Hudsonville & Lamar, Stuart & Conkey.

Fredonia & Senatobia, W. Gray & Rogers

Oxford, Reid & Lusk

Hopewell & Lebanon, Sherrill & Ewell

Philadelphia, Stafford & Nelson
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Monroe, Patton & Dr. St[ewart]

New Hope & Bethany, Young & Jones

Holly Springs, Frierson & Conkey

Ooktookalopha, Stafford & Nelson

Edmiston & Hebron, Reid & Lusk

Sarepta, Young & St[ewart]

Harmony & Bethany, Patton & J. Wilson

Chulahoma, Frierson & Sherrill

Mr. Hancock

The order of the day having arrived Presbytery proceeded to the examination of Mr. John Hancock with a view to his ordination. Mr. Hancock was examined on English Literature, Languages, Mathematics, Theology (Preceding the examination, Dr. Harrison of the Presby. of Tuscumbia was invited to take a seat in Presbytery as a corresponding mem​ber.)

Examination was continued on Church History & Government and experimental piety. These parts of trial were sustained separately and
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and then as a whole. 1st Peter 3:18 was assigned as a text for a discourse from Bro. Han​cock, and the sermon was delivered and sustained as a part of trials.

Resolved, that the ordination of Bro. Hancock take place tomorrow at 11 o’clock. Bro. Waddel to preach the sermon. Bro. Stuart to preside & propound the constitutional ques​tions, & Bro. Gaston to give the charges. 

Presbytery had a recess.

Supplies

Brother W. V. Frierson & A. W. Young were appointed a committee of supplies.

Next Meeting

Resolved that the next sessions of Presbytery be held at Fredonia on Thursday before the first Sabbath in October at 11 o’clock a.m.

[310]

Jas Williamson, elder from Fredonia, & J. N. Harper of Willington, gave reasons for tar​diness and took their seats—

Stated Clerk

A letter was received from the Stated Clerk Bro. Weatherby, giving reasons for absence which were sustained, and Bros. Gaston & Gray appointed to act in his place.

Philadelphia Church

A letter was received from certain members of the Phila. Church, which was read, and referred to a committee consisting of Messrs. Stafford, Stuart, [and] elders J. P. Means, Z. Conkey, [and] Wilson.

Narrative

Messrs J. N. Waddel and G. W. Ewell were appointed a committee on the Narrative on the State of Religion.

Two o’clock tomorrow was appointed as the hour of the day to hear Rev Dr Harrison, agent for the Board of Domestic Missions—
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Free conversation on the state of religion was then held.

Rev’d T. Davis

Presbytery proceeded to take up the case of Rev’d Thomas Davis. His letter to Presby. (dated April 10, 1850) was again read. A statement of facts in his case was called for, and briefly given by a member of the Presbytery, after which a committee of three was appointed to bring in a report recommending some plan of action in his case and that their report be made tomorrow morning, 9 o’clock.  M[essrs] Waddel, Frierson & J. N. Harper, were appointed said committee.

Elder R. C. St[ewart] obtained leave of absence.

Com. of Supplies

The Com. of Supplies reported and thereupon was accepted and adopted and is as fol​lows, viz:
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Greenwood
Dod one Sabbath and administer the sacrament in May.


        
Murray one Sabbath in Sept. administer the sacrament.

Hernando
Bro. Caldwell one Sabbath at discretion.

Coahoma
Hancock, one Sabbath at discretion.

Prospect
Young & Caldwell each one Sabbath.

Farmington
Stafford & Gray each one Sabbath.

Unity

Frierson & Sherrill each one Sabbath.

Bethel

Gray, one Sabbath

Edmiston
Weatherby, Reid & Caldwell, during the absence of the Pastor to the Assem​bly as commissioner.

Adjourned ‘till tomorrow morning 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

8 ½ o’clock,

Saturday morning

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer—present as on yesterday, minutes were read and corrected.
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The committee upon church records reported and their report was accepted and adopted.

Com[missioners] Fund

The Committee on Commissioner’s Fund reported that the several churches had paid their assessments and they were directed to pay the amount to the Commissioners, dividing equally between them.

Narrative

The Committee on the Narrative of the State of Religion reported, and their report was re​ceived and adopted.

Mr. Davis

The committee to whom was referred the case of the Rev’d Thomas Davis reported, and their report was received & adopted, and is as follows—

The committee to whom was referred the case of Rev’d Thomas Davis with instructions

[314]

to report the course of action for Presbytery would respectfully state, that after mature deliberation, they can see no course for Presbytery to pursue, except that of immediately taking up and finally disposing of the case at the present sessions. It is due however to all concerned that we should state the reasons which have induced us to adopt this view:

1st. Said Davis after having been duly notified to attend this meeting, which notice was accompanied by a statement that “unless he did attend he would be deposed for contu​macy” has notwithstanding failed to attend.

2nd. His reasons assigned in his letter of the 10th inst.
 for non attendance ought not to be sustained, and he ought therefore to be regarded as having refused to attend.

3rd. The letter contains no sufficient reasons for a continuance of the case
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4. The letter is disrespectful to Presbytery and contains unwarrantable and slanderous im​putations against some of the members of Presbytery, and for writing such a letter Mr. Davis deserves censure.

5. From our experience of the conduct of Mr. Davis in times past in throwing obstacles in the way of bringing the case to a decision we see no prospect of gaining anything by delay, especially as Mr. Davis has named no period in the future when he will be better prepared for trial than he is at present.

For the foregoing reasons, the committee deem it their duty to recommend an immediate issuance of this case—All which is respectfully submitted.









Jno. N. Waddel,









     Ch. Com.
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It was resolved to take up and issue the case of Rev’d T. Davis this evening immediately after two o’clock sermon.

Bros. Patton & Sherrill were appointed to manage the defence of Mr. Davis, and Bro Gaston appointed to prosecute.

Mr Dod

The Rev’d C. S. Dod, presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Cherokee and after examination in theology was received and his name enrolled as a member of this Presbytery

A call was then presented from the Church of Holly Springs for the pastoral services of Rev’d C. S. Dod
 and the call being found in order, was put into the hands of Mr. Dod who having signified his acceptance of said call, Bros. Gaston, Caldwell & Gray were appointed a committee to install
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Bro. Dod on the first Sabbath of June. Bro Gaston to preside, preach the sermon & pro​pose the constitutional questions. Bro. Caldwell to deliver the charge to the pastor, and Bro Gray to deliver the charge to the people.

Colportage

Bros. Frierson, Young, Harper, and Rogan were appointed a committee to report some plan for the disposal of the books for Presbytery now in Holly Springs.

Phila. Church

The committee on the memorial of the minority of Phila. Church reported, recommending that the prayer of the petitioners not be granted.

Bro Hancock

The Moderator and Temp. Clerk were appointed a committee to recommend the renewal of Bro. Hancock’s commission as Domestic 
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Missionary.

The hour for the ordination of Bro Hancock, having arrived, Presbytery did proceed to ordain him, sine titulo,
 to the full work of the gospel ministry. Bro. Waddel preaching the sermon, Bro. Stuart presiding and propounding the constitutional questions and Bro. Gaston delivering the charge.

Presbytery had a recess.

Presbytery resumed business.

Colportage

The Com. on Colportage reported, which report was received & adopted and is as fol​lows, viz:

The committee to whom was referred the letter of Bro. Weatherby on the subject of col​portage & the disposition of certain books, now in Holly Springs, reports that they recom​mend presbytery to employ a suitable person as a colporteur, whenever
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they can procure the services of one well-fitted for that duty—and they further rec​om​mend review of the immediate & pressing necessity of the books in the various churches in this Presbytery, that a suitable person in the town of Holly Springs be authorized to open the boxes and sell the books and proceed to apply the proceeds to liquidation of the debt to the board or pay over the same to Mr. Weatherby whose receipt is out for the same.

Resolved, that Mr. Craft
 of Holly Springs be authorized to open the boxes of books at H. Springs and sell them to persons who may apply.

[Tax for the Stated Clerk]

The annual tax for the Stated Clerk was called for and paid.

Mr. Rogers

Resolved that Mr. Rogers receive the
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sum of twenty four dollars from the education fund.

Domestic Missions

Resolved that the funds for Domestic Missions in the hands of the Presbytery’s Treas​urer be handed over to Bro. Harrison, the agent of that board—

Mr. Davis [Deposed and Excommunicated]
The case of Mr. Davis being the order of the day for the hour, the Moderator reminded the presbytery of the solemnity of the case. The history of the case was then read, also the testimony in the case. It was then argued for and against, and the roll being called and each member permitted to express his opinion, the charges were sustained, one member only voting not [to] sustain. On motion, It was resolved that the said Thomas Davis be and hereby is
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deposed from the gospel ministry and excommunicated
 from the communion of the Church.

The Stated Clerk was directed to inform Mr. Davis of this action of Presbytery.

Helena

The Moderator and Clerk were directed to sign a request to the Committee on Church Extension for an appropriation of $200 towards the Presby. Church buildings now going up in the town of Helena, Arkansas.

Dom. Missions

Resolved that this Presbytery become auxiliary to the Assembly Board of Domestic Mis​sions.

Messrs. C. S. Dod, A. H. Caldwell, & Watson
 & Craft of Holly Springs & Mr. Wilson of Chulahoma were appointed an Executive Com. of Missions.

The agent of the board, Rev’d J. Harrison was invited to visit our churches, and the Stated
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Clerk was directed to have an extract of the minutes, stating these facts published in our religious journals as early as practicable.

Bro. Balch

Resolved that Bro. Balch be recommended to the Executive Com. of the Board of Do​mes​​​tic Missions at Louisville.

Resolved that the thanks of Presbytery be presented by the Rev’d Mr. Murray to the people of this congregation for their kindness and hospitality in entertaining the mem​bers.

Statistical Report

The Statistical Report
 to the General Assembly was received and adopted.

Tombeckbee Presby.

Bros. Gaston, Waddel & Stuart were appointed to correspond with the Presbytery of Tombeckbee with reference to a change of the boundaries of that Presbytery and this.
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Presbytery then adjourned to meet in the Fredonia Church, on Thursday before the first Sabbath in October at 11:00 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








A. H. Caldwell, Moderator

R. E. Sherrill, Tem. Clerk






James Weatherby, Stated Clerk.
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Fredonia
 Church,

3rd October 1850

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the Rev’d L. B. Gaston, the Moderator being absent, from Philippians 3 Chapter 11 verse, “If by any means,” &c. After sermon presbytery was constituted by Prayer. The roll being called the following members were found to be present, viz:

Ministers 



Ruling Elders


From Churches

J. Weatherby



Z. Conkey


Oxford


A. W. Young



J. G. Boone


Edmiston

L. B. Gaston



E. L. Frierson


College

Wm A. Gray



A. J. Puryear


Hudsonville

S. I. Reid



J. E. Stitt


Fredonia






E. C. Neely


Senatobia






L. B. Taylor


Panola






A. W. Davis


Willington

Absent: Rev’d J. [B.] Stafford, T. C. Stuart, W. V. Frierson, A. Johnson, J. N. Waddel, A. H. Caldwell, R. E. Sherrill, F. Patton, [and] W. E. Chittenden.
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Mod’r & Clk

Rev’d W. A. Gray was chosen Moderator & A. W. Davis Esq. Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery had a recess.

After recess Presbytery resumed business. Brethren Johnson, Sherrill & Patton ministers and Gilmer, Wilson, McFarland, [and] Greer, appeared in Presby. and after giving ​satis-factory reasons for tardiness took their seats.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read—also the standing rules.

The Rev’d Mr. Murray from the Presbytery of Concord being present, was invited to take a seat as a corresponding member.

Bro. B. Frierson, elder, appeared in Presbytery and giving satisfactory reasons for tardi​ness took his seat.

Brother Johnson gave satisfactory reasons for not attending the last stated sessions of Pres​​​by​tery.
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A letter was received from Bro. W. V. Frierson assigning satisfactory reasons for his non attendance on the present sessions of Presbytery.

Sand Springs Church

Bro. Johnson reported the organization of a church called Sand Springs,
 [which] was ordered to be enrolled.

Religious Exercises

Bro. Reid & Elder Stitt & the Moderator were appointed a committee on religious exer​cises. Bro. Young reported his attendance upon the last General Assembly, as commis​sioner from this Presbytery, which report was accepted.

Free Conversation

Tomorrow evening, two o’clock, was made the order of the day for a free conversation on the state of religion.

Assessment

Bros. Young & Conkey were appointed a committed to assess the churches on the com​missioner’s fund.
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Supplies

Brethren Gaston, Sherill, & E. L. Frierson were appointed a committee of supplies—

Comms. to Assembly

Rev’d A. Johnson was nominated commissioner to the next Gen’l Assembly, & Rev’d F. Patton his alternate.

Z. Conkey, ruling elder, was nominated commissioner to the next Gen’l Assembly & J. A. Harper his alternate—

Presbytery took recess.

After recess Bros. Weatherby & Patton & Elder B. Frierson, were appointed a committee to examine the minutes of the last Assembly.

Next Stated Sessions

It was resolved that the next stated sessions be held in the Church at College Hill.

Colportage

Brethren Weatherby, Sherrill & Boone were appointed a committee, to recommend a place for the

[328]

circulation of the books of the Assembly Board & report during the present sessions—

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at half past 8 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

8 ½ o’clock 

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Minutes were read.

Elder Wiley from Harmony Church appeared in Presbytery and giving satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness took his seat. Elder Thomas Robinson’s excuse for tardiness was also sustained.

Candidate

Mr. John S. Frierson,
 was taken under the care of Presbytery as a candidate for the Gos​pel Ministry.

Call

A call from the Willington Church, for the ministerial services of Mr John H. Miller, was presented to presbytery, and being read, was ordered to be put into the hands of Mr. Mi​ller.
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Candidate

Mr James M. Miller, a member of Lebanon Church was taken under the care of Presby​tery as a candidate for the Gospel Ministry.

Bro. Caldwell appeared in Presbytery and his reasons for tardiness were sustained.

Call

A call from the Willington Church was put into the hands of Mr. Miller, who declared his acceptance of the same.

Com. of Education

The Committee of Education was remodeled & made to consist of Bros. Gaston, Waddel, Patton and Elder Conkey.

Mr. James M. Miller, a candidate for the ministry was committed to the care of said com​mittee.

Mr. Miller

Presbytery proceeded to examine Bro. Jno. H. Miller on Theology & Church Govern​ment with reference to his ordination as a minister of the gospel of Christ.
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The examination being sustained. Bro. Miller was requested to preach a sermon at 11 o’clock [later in] the morning from 1st John 4 Ch. and 9th verse.

Missions

Resolved that our committee of Domestic Missions be directed to prepare an article for publication stating the location & wants of our destitute churches and inviting brethren from abroad to come to our aid in supplying our destitution, and that they be authorized to apply to the [indecipherable] Board of Missions for commissions to such Brethren as they may obtain.

Mr. Miller
The hour for hearing Bro. Miller’s sermon having arrived, the presbytery heard the ser​mon and sustained it as a part of trial, and all the examination of Bro. Miller was fully sustained. And it was resolved to proceed to ordain Bro. Miller at 2 o’clock. Bro. Cald​well to preach the sermon, the Moderator to preside & put the constitutional ques​tions

[331]

and Bro. Gaston to deliver the charge.

After recess presbytery resumed business.

Call

A call from the congregation of Zion Church for the services of Bro. W. V. Frierson was received, read, and ordered laid over until the meeting of Presbytery during the sessions of Synod.

A letter was received from Bro. Waddel assigning reasons for non attendance, which were sustained.

Mr. D. S. Baker

The Stated Clerk was ordered to dismiss Mr. D. S. Baker to put himself under the care of the Presbytery of New Brunswick.

Free Conversation

The hour of the day having arrived for a free conversation on the state of religion, the mem​​bers were severally called upon, and gave a statement on the subject of religion with​in their respective bounds.

[332]

Dr. Ewell

At the request of Dr. Ewell, and the [indecipherable] of the Philadelphia Church, the case was presented to Presbytery, and committed to Bro. Johnson, Sherrill & Elder Wilson with power to send for persons & papers, to report during the present session.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.








8 ½ o’clock








Saturday morning

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

A letter was received from Mr. Thomas Davis notifying Presbytery of his intention to appeal to Synod in his case decided at the last stated sessions of Presbytery, which was received, and Brethren Gaston, Reid & Waddel were appointed to defend the action of Presbytery before Synod.

Colportage

The committee appointed to report some place of

[333]

on colportage would recommend

1st. That a committee be appointed, called the Committee of Colportage, and authorized to employ a colporteur, as soon as a suitable one can be obtained, and that they recom​mend him to the assembly Board of Publication.

2nd. That each of our ministers be directed to lay the matter before each of their churches & take up collections for sustaining a colporteur.

3rd That our ministers and private members be permitted to take books from our col​porteur for sale, and distribution, by giving their individual obligations; and that the funds arising be appropriated towards the payment of a colporteur, which report was accepted & adopted.

The Committee of Colportage consists of Brethren Gaston, Waddel, and elder R. H. Bu​ford.

[334]

Com. Fund

The committee on the commissioner’s fund made the following assessment, which was adopted, viz:

Holly Springs
          $7.00



Yallabusha                $3.00

Ooktookalopha
2.00



Pontotoc

3.00

Ripley


4.00



Hopewell

3.00

Oxford


4.00



Prospect

2.00

Philadelphia

4.00



Lamar


4.00

New Hope

2.00



Coahoma

1.00

Fredonia

2.00



Monroe

2.00

Hudsonville

4.00



Harmony

3.00

Lebanon

2.00



Chulahoma 

2.00

Zion


4.00



Panola


1.00

Willington

4.00



Hebron


1.00

Senatobia

2.00



Edmiston

4.00

Greenwood

2.00



College

6.00

Philadelphia Church

$4

[Philadelphia Church Case]

The committee of reference on the case from the Phila. Church reported, and advised the ap​pointment of a commission to adjust the difficulty. 
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or failing to do so, to take all the testimony in the case, and report the same to the ad​journed meeting of Presbytery at Memphis which report was accepted & adopted, and Brethren Dod, Weatherby & Elder Buford, were appointed, said commission: And that the parties be directed to have the witnesses at Philadelphia Church on Thursday before the 4th Sabbath in October at 9 o’clock a.m.

Supplies

The Committee of Supplies made the following report which was accepted & adopted, viz: 

Caldwell & Young, Prospect, each one Sabbath

Sand Spring, Johnson & Patton, each one Sabbath

Unity, Frierson & Sherill, each one Sabbath

Farmington, Stafford & Gray, each one Sabbath

Troy, Gaston & Miller, each one Sabbath

Ordination [of Mr. John H. Miller]
The hour of the day having arrived Presbytery proceeded to ordain Mr. Jno. H. Miller

[336]

to the work of the Gospel ministry by the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery—Bro. Caldwell preached the sermon & Bro. Gaston delivered the charge to the newly ordained minister. Bro Gray presided, and propounded the Questions—

[James Miller Approved as Candidate]

The Committee on Education report that they have examined Mr. James Miller and find him considerably advanced in his education & advise his further prosecution under the direction of Presbytery.

Installation [of the Rev’d John Miller Authorized]
The following committee were appointed to install Bro. Miller pastor of the Willington Church: Frierson, Weatherby, Johnson & Reid, to take place at the discretion of the session of said church, who will inform the Brethren of the time selected. Bro. Frierson to preach the sermon, Bro Johnson to charge the minister, and Bro Weatherby to charge the people.

[337]

Thanks

Resolved that the thanks of the Presbytery be presented thro’ Bro Reid, to the congre​gation of Fredonia, for their hospitality & kindness to the members of Presbytery during its present sessions—

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Memphis during the sessions of synod, at the call of the Moderator.

Concluded with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.








Wm A. Gray, Moderator

A. W. Davis, Temporary Clerk




James Weatherby, Stated Clerk.

Synod at Memphis, Oct. 25, 1850

Thus far examined and approved. Wm T. Lacy, Mod. of Synod

[338]

Memphis, 

October 24, 1850

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment on the call of the Moderator; and was constituted with prayer.

Present: Rev’d Wm A. Gray, Mod’r, L. B. Gaston, A. Johnson, A. W. Young, R. E. Sher​rill, A. H. Caldwell, S. I. Reid, J. Waddel

Elders, R. H. Buford, College Church; Jon Foster, Hopewell.

Rev’d L. B. Gaston was appointed temporary clerk.

A joint petition and request from Rev’d W. V. Frierson, and the session of the Pontotoc Church was laid before Presbytery asking the dissolution of the pastoral relation between him and that church, and it appearing to be mutually acceptable to the parties, the same was done, and the Church of Pontotoc accordingly is declared vacant.

Elder R. H. Buford a member of the commission appointed to visit the Church of Phila​del​phia

[339]

and if practicable adjust the difficulty existing in that Church reported the satisfactory arrange​ment and settlement of the same, and the commission was accordingly dis​charged.

The Stated Clerk presented a statistical report of this presbytery to the Synod of Mem​phis, which was accepted and adopted.

Presbytery took a recess to meet on the call of the Moderator.

October 25, 1850

Presbytery met on the call of the Moderator and came to order. The Rev’d Lemuel Murray presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Concord to join this Pres​bytery and after an examination was received and his name enrolled.

[W. V. Frierson Called to Zion]

A call for the pastoral services of Rev’d W. V. Frierson was presented and being found in order was put into his hands. 

Presbytery took a recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.

[340]

Saturday morning

October 26, 1850

Presbytery on the call of the Moderator came to order.  The committee on the minutes of the Assembly was continued and directed to report at the next spring meeting of Presby​tery.

Bro. Frierson signified his acceptance of the call from Zion Church, and Bros. Gray, Weatherby and Patton were appointed a committee to meet at Zion Church on their own appointment, and install him Pastor. Bro Gray to preach the sermon, preside and pro​pound the questions, Bro. Weatherby to charge the pastor and Bro Patton the people.

Adjourned to meet at the College Church on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April at 11 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








Wm A. Gray,








        Moderator

L. B. Gaston,

     Temp. Ck.





James Weatherby,





     Stated Clerk
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College Church, Miss.

April 17th, 1851

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with a ser​mon by the moderator, Rev’d Wm A. Gray, from Luke 12:32, “Fear not little flock,” &c., after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Members Present

Ministers





Ruling Elders

Rev. T. C. Stuart




A. W. Byers

   “    J. B. Stafford




T. C. Dunlap 

   “    J. Weatherby




J. O. Fulton

   “    W. V. Frierson




Henry Gilmer

   “    W. A. Gray




J. H. Harper

   “    A. W. Young+




J. W. Hooper

   “    A. Johnson




H. Kirkwood

   “    L. Gaston




R. Lusk

   “    C. S. Dod




Thos. Means

   “    John H. Miller




S. McCorkle, Wm Rankin

   “    S. I. Reid





C. A. Smith, W. H. D. Wendel

   “    F. Patton





J. Williamson, O. H. Wiley

   “    J. N. Waddel, D.D.



J. Wilson, J. W. Wren

Rev’d J. N. Waddel, D.D.
 was elected Moderator and W. H. D. Wendel, Temporary Clerk.

The Rev’d S. B. Lewis of South Carolina Presbytery and Rev’d W. J. Rogers of Oxford presbytery were invited to seats in this Presbytery as corresponding members.

Presbytery had a recess after which Presbytery proceeded to business.

The Rev’d A. W. Morrison of Clinton Presbytery, N[ew] S[chool]
 was invited to a seat as a corresponding member.

[Ooktookalopha Church Renamed Water Valley]

The name of the Ooktookalopha Church was changed to that of Water Valley.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read. 

Bros. Gaston and Smith were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

Rev’d A. W. Young and Rev’d C. S. Dod and Elder S, McCorkle appeared in Presby​tery, and having given satisfactory reasons of tardiness, took their seats—

[343]

Willington Church

The Willington Church not having sent up their records, either at this or any former meet​ing of Presbytery, the Stated Clerk was directed to cite the Session of that Church to send up their records, to be reviewed by Presbytery at their Fall Meeting.

The Rev’d L. B. Gaston, at his own request, was excused from the delivery of a sermon on Doctrine before this Presbytery, as previously appointed, but was directed to preach a doctrinal sermon before the next Presbytery, and Rev’d W. A. Gray was appointed his alternate.

Supplies

Brothers Stuart & Wren were appointed a committee of supplies—

Commissioners

Rev’d A. Johnson & Rev’d [F.] Patton, who were nominated at the last meeting commis​sioners to the General Assembly, asked leave to be excused from serving which request was granted. Rev’d L. B. Gaston was then

[344]

nominated as commissioner and the Rev’d F. Patton his alternate, both of which nom​i​nations were confirmed. Elders Z. Conkey and J. N. Harper were confirmed as principal and alternate commissioners to the next Assembly-

The following committees were appointed to examine the Session Books.

Bros. Patton and Wiley



Oxford Church

Miller & Lusk





College Church

Reid & Byers





Willington Church

Johnson & Gilmer




Chulahoma Church

Weatherby & Harper




Zion Church

Frierson & Hooper




Holly Springs

Reid & Dunlap




Ripley Church

Stafford & Rankin




Water Valley

Stuart & Smith




Fredonia Church

Gray & Means





Senatobia Church

Young & Williamson




Panola Church

Johnson & Rankin




Hopewell Church

Miller & Kirkwood




Edmiston Church

[345]

Dod & McCorkle




Pontotoc Church

Frierson & Wiley




Lebanon Church

Reid & Fulton





Hebron Church

Gray & Hooper




Sarepta

The following books were not put into the hands of the committee, viz: Philadelphia Church, Hudsonville, New Hope, Bethany, Monroe, Waterford, Bethesda, Coahoma, Harmony, Bethel, Farmington, Centre, Yalabusha, Prospect, Unity, Hernando. . .

Next Meeting

Resolved that the next stated sessions be held in the Water valley Church, on Thursday before the first Sabbath in October at 11 o’clock a.m.

Two o’clock on Friday was made the order of the day to hear the report of the Committee on Domestic Missions—

10 o’clock on Saturday morning was made the order of the day for the free conversation on the

[346]

state of religion within the bounds of the Presbytery and Bros. Weatherby & Byers were appointed a committee to take notes and prepare a narrative.

Presbytery adjourned until tomorrow morning. 

Concluded with prayer.

Friday morning,

April 18, 1851

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday. The committees to whom the different session books were referred, reported that they were properly kept, except in a few particulars, which report was accepted and adopted.

Brother Sherrill appeared in Presbytery and having given satisfactory reasons for tardi​ness, took his seat.

[Hancock and Murray Dismissed]

Brother Hancock on application was dismissed to join the Presbytery of Transylvania—and Bro. Murray on application was dismissed to join the Presbytery of Maury.

[347]

At the joint request of Rev’d F. Patton and the Hopewell Church, the pastoral relation of himself with that Church was dissolved—

The Committee on Education reported, and the report was accepted and adopted.

Presbytery took a recess until 10 o’clock. 

After recess Presbytery resumed business.  

The committee on Domestic Missions made their report, which was referred to a special committee consisting of Bros. Sherrill, Young, and Lusk—

Mr. H. M. Morrison
 was introduced to Presbytery by Bro. Johnson, and was taken under the care of the Committee on Education—as a candidate for the Ministry.

A call from the Pontotoc Church to the Rev’d J. H. Miller, was presented to Presbytery, and a committee consisting of Messrs. Waddel, Stuart, Johnson, Frierson, & Wren, was appointed 

[348]

to confer with Brother Miller, and the Elders from Willington & Pontotoc Churches in reference to his declining the call from Willington and accepting the call from Pontotoc.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock. Closed by prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment and opened with prayer—present as on yester​day. 

Colportage

The committee to whom the report of the colportage committee was referred made the following report which was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

1. Resolved, That Presbytery regard the beginning that has been made in this [e]nterprise as highly encouraging, especially in view of the serious obstacles, which it had to en​counter as a new enterprise—

2. Resolved that this Presbytery will make a special effort to raise $500 between this
[349]

and the next meeting of Presbytery, and that in the meantime, the committee be author​ized to borrow that amount, or as much of it as may be necessary, on the faith of the Presbytery.

3. Resolved, that the work of colportage be conducted hereafter independently of the Board of Publication—

4. Resolved, that the thanks of this Presbytery be given to Mr. Hugh Craft for his efficient and valuable services as a Depository.

5. Resolved that the committee of colportage be instructed to require the colporteur to make a written report of the amount of books on hand, the amount of money received & also to deposit the same, at the end of each month, with some member of the committee.

The committee to whom was referred the report of the Committee on Missions, reported

[350]

and their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows—viz:

1. Your committee do not find in the report that kind, and amount of statistical infor​ma​tion which we need respecting our destitute fields, and would recommend, in this partic​ular, a continuance & enlargement of their enquiries—

2. As appears from the report the Com. have as yet effected nothing, in the way of obtain​ing supplies for our destitutions. An earnest continuance of their labours is there​fore very desirable, and to be affectionately recommended.

[3.] The report recommends nothing to the Presbytery for its present, special & definite action.

Therefore, your committee recommend:

1. That our standing committee on Domestic Miss. be directed to communicate, as early as practicable with each of our destitute churches to ascertain their number of members and families, their prospects for upbuilding, and the amount that they are able and willing to give for the support of a minister in their midst.

[351]

2nd. That upon the reception of such information the committee be directed to write to the Western Board of Domestic Missions, stating the number, location, and prospects of our destitute churches, what churches may be combined, and what amount they will give, requesting the Board to commission and send to our destitute fields, any suitable men whom they can engage: provided however that our committee themselves have full lib​erty and authority to engage unoccupied brethren, or brethren from any of our semi​naries.

3rd. That our ministers be enjoined to make all proper exertions to increase our number of candidates for the ministry, as the best means of supplying decidedly, and permanently our own institutions, and that each of our ministers be directed to make known to each of their churches the design and wants of our four boards, viz: F. Missions, D. Missions, Education, and Publication, and afford them an opportunity of contributing to each, and that as a standing

[352]

rule, at each spring meeting of Presbytery, every one of our Churches be called on to state what they have contributed to each of our boards—

4. That all our churches be recommended, whenever practicable & expedient to institute Sab. schools on the plan of Dr. Jones, for the oral instruction
 of our coloured people, that all our ministers be recommended to spend a portion of their time in giving their special religious instruction, and that the duty of providing for their religious wants & of giving them their special religious instruction in their own families, be affectionately urged upon all our members—

5. That each of our ministers be directed to read these resolutions in each of his churches, giving such comments and recommendations as may be deemed requisite & expedient.

[Sherrill and McNeely Dismissed]

Brother Sherrill at his own request was dismissed to join the Presbytery of the Western District. Brother McNeely was dismissed to put himself under the care of the Western District Presbytery.

[353]

The hour of the day having arrived, Presbytery had a free conversation on the state of re​ligion.

Permission was granted Mr. Lewis to labour within our bounds.

Brethren Johnson, Patton & Lusk, obtained leave of absence the remainder of the ses​sions—

Treasurer of Presbytery made his report which was accepted and adopted—

Mr. James H. Gaillard
 was introduced to Presbytery by Bro. Gray. He was taken under the care of Committee on Education.

Supplies

The Committee on Supplies reported and their report was accepted & adopted and is as follows, viz:

Bro. Chittenden to supply Waterford, Hudsonville & Lamar each one Sabbath at discre​tion.

Bro. Frierson—Hebron & Unity each one Sabbath.

Bro. Stafford—one Sabbath at Farmington

Bros Dod and Caldwell, each one Sabbath at Hudsonville & Lamar.

[354]

Bro. Reid—one Sabbath at Hernando.

It is recommended that the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper be administered to each of the above vacant churches if desired & expedient. 

It was resolved that certain additional expenses of the candidate at Columbia be referred to the committee—

Bro Dod was added to the committee on the narrative on the state of religion-

[Pontotoc Church]
The committee on the call from the Pontotoc Church reported, and their report was ac​cepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

1st. That the call from the Church in Pontotoc be returned to said church on account irreg​ularity.

2nd. That the committee appointed install Brother Miller over the Willington Church be dis​missed.

3rd. That the Willington Church be affectionately recommended, if Bro Miller still feels it to be his duty after mature deliberation to leave said church, that they consent to his with​drawal.

[355]

The committee appointed to install Bro. Frierson was continued.

The Stated Clerk read the statistical report to the General Assembly which was accepted & adopted.

Bro. Waddel & Miller obtained leave of absence for the remainder of the sessions.

[Standing Rule]

Resolved that it be a standing rule of this Presbytery that at every spring meeting each minister will be called upon to state what amount of money has been promised and what amount of money he has received from the congregation or congregations under his care, for his ministerial labours, and the elders will be called upon to state in what manner the minister has performed his duty.

Resolved the committee on education be enjoined to address a pastoral letter to each of our beneficiaries at least thrice a year giving

[356]

them all suitable counsel and advice, and that they be required to report at each session of Presbytery through said committee.

The following members were appointed to supply the pulpit of the commissioner to the Gen. Assembly during his absence, viz:

2nd Sabbath in May—Bro Johnson

3rd       “       “     “  —   “  Waddel

4th       “       “     “  —   “   Dod

1st       “        “ June—   “  Caldwell

Presbytery took a recess. After which business was resumed.

Bro Dod read the narrative of the state [of religion] which was accepted and adopted.

Thanks of the Presbytery were tendered to the citizens of College Hill for their kindness, and hospitality to its members—

Adjourned to meet at Water Valley Church on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in October at 11 o’clock a.m.
[357]

Closed with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction.








J. N. Waddel,








      Moderator

W. H. D. Wendel,

      Tem. Clerk







James Weatherby,







     Stated Clerk.

Water Valley Church








Oct. 2, 1851

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Moderator was opened with a sermon by Rev’d L. B. Gaston from Isaiah 57:7, “How beautiful,” &c. After sermon Bro. Gaston was called to the chair and Presbytery was con​stituted with prayer.

Members Present

Ministers





Ruling Elders

James Weatherby




J. N. Harper

L. B. Gaston





J. M. Newel

Wm V. Frierson




J. H. McKibben

[358]

C. S. Dod





J. P. Means

S. I. Reid





J. F. Simpson

A. H. Caldwell




D. Crawford

A. Johnson





Jno. Campbell

F. Patton





J. H. Gilmer








Dan’l McFarland








Robt. Nichol








Jno. N. Phifer








Rob. Gilmer

Absent: J. B. Stafford, T. C. Stuart, J. N. Waddel., Dan’l McFarland, A. W. Young, W. E. Chittenden, J. H. Miller, [and] Wm A. Gray.

Rev’d C. S. Dod was unanimously chosen Moderator, and Rev. F. Patton Tem. Clerk. 

Presbytery then took a recess. 

After recess business was resumed. 

Minutes of the last stated sessions were then read.

Bro Caldwell tendered reasons for absence from the last stated sessions which were sus​tained.

The brethren appointed to supply vacancies reported compliance with the injunctions of Presbytery.

[359]

The sessional records of Willington Church having been ordered to be sent up to the pres​ent sessions, were presented, and referred to Bros. Gaston & Crawford.

Bros. Johnson and Phifer were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

Bros. Weatherby and Harper were appointed a committee of assessment.

Bros. Caldwell, Reid & Campbell were appointed a committee of supplies.

Bros. Frierson & Means a committee on the minutes of the Gen’l Assembly.

Call

A call from the Willington Church for the ministerial services of Bro. Weatherby for half of his time, was found to be in order and was ordered to be put into the hands of Bro. Weatherby.

The call being accepted, the second Sabbath in October was appointed as the time for his

[360]

installation. Bro. Gaston was appointed to preside and put the constitutional questions—

Bro. Johnson to deliver the charge to the people, and Bro Reid the charge to the minister.

The commissioner to the last Gen’l Assembly made his report which was approved—

Two o’clock tomorrow was made the order of the day for a free conversation on the state of religion.

Nine o’clock on Friday morning was made the order of the day for choosing the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.

Friday morning 

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday.

A letter was received from Bro. Waddel assigning reasons of absence which were sus​tained.

[361]

Bro. Waddel tendered his resignation as one of the Committee on Colportage and it was accepted—

Resolved, that the next meeting of Presbytery be held at the Lebanon Church on Thurs​day before the third Sabbath in April at 11:00 o’clock a.m.

Rev’d Wm. V. Frierson was nominated commissioner to the next Gen’l Assembly, and Rev’d A. Johnson his alternate. Jas. N. Harper, ruling elder was also nominated and Dr. T. C. Dunlap, his alternate—

The committee appointed to examine the session book of Willington Church recom​mended its approval, with some exceptions to page 25, which was approved—

The committee on education presented their report which was accepted and adopted & is as follows, viz:

Presbytery of Chickasaw


In a/c with Committee on Education





1851

[362]

Cr. April 18th By cash for Rev’d C. S. Dod
          $57.80.

                            do.             “    Wm A. Gray
39.35

                            do.             “     L. B. Gaston           12.50
                                                                                $109.65

Cr. Cash paid O. Rogers
$25.00

          “      “    J. H. Gaillard     25.00

          “      “    J. W. Miller       10.00                         50.65

May 11   Cash Balance on hand                                 49.65


By cash rec’d from Bro Waddel  $25.

             “      “       “       “    L. B. Gaston    25

[indecipherable]
Cash pd. J. P. Frierson    25

                                       “      “        “                  25

The committee on Education Report that the students under the care of Presbytery are [indecipherable] at Centre College, Ky. James H. Gaillard and H. M. Morrison at the University of Miss. —Mr. Miller at the academy in Sarepta, all of whom are reported to us as making encouraging progress in their studies—Mr. John F. Frierson our beneficiary

[363]

at Seminary in consequence of ill health has obtained leave to withdraw from the Semi​nary at Columbia, S. C., and has gone to enter the Seminary at New Albany. He sustains a reputable standing in the Seminary. In consequence of his increased expenses while in ill health the committee granted Mr. F. an extra allowance of $25.00. The finan​cial state​ment of the committee is submitted above.









L. B. Gaston, Chairman

Oct. 3, 1851

Presbytery had an interlocutory meeting to consider the subject of education generally and remarks were made by many of the brethren. Presbytery resumed business on its usual form, and a committee consisting of Bros. Weatherby, Gaston, Caldwell, Harper & Watson, were appointed to consider and report on the subject of Christian education 

[364]

at the sessions of Presbytery at Holly Springs during the meeting of Synod.

Presbytery took a recess during Divine Service.

After recess Presbytery had free conversation on the state of religion within their bounds.

The committee on colportage reported, and their report was made the order of the day for tomorrow morning—

Presbytery then adjourned to meet tomorrow morning, 9 o’clock.









Concluded with prayer.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

Mr. Gaston thro’ the Moderator gave reasons for absence which were sustained.

The report of the committee on colportage was laid over until the meeting of Presbytery at Holly Springs.

Bro. J. D. Allen, an elder from Hernando appeared in Presbytery, and gave satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness—took his seat.

[365]

The committee of assessment made the following report which was adopted, viz:

Holly Springs
        $10



Troy
                      $2

Water Valley

7



Pontotoc

4

Ripley


7



Hopewell

5

Oxford


6



Prospect

3

Philadelphia

7



Lamar


6

New Hope

4



Monroe

3

Fredonia

4



Harmony

5

Hudsonville

7



Chulahoma

4

Zion


7



Hebron


2

Willington

8



Edmiston

8

Senatobia

4



College 

10

Waterford

4



Sand Spring

3

Sarepta


5



New Albany

3

Centre


3



Hernando

2

New Hope

2



Bethany

3

Unity


3
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The committee on supplies made the following report which was accepted and adopted, viz:

Bro. Dod
to preach one Sabbath at Waterford

  “    Frierson    “      “       “         “       “  Unity

  “    Lewis        “      “       “         “      “   Prospect

  “    Reid          “      “       “         “      “   Hernando

Calls from the churches of Lebanon and Sarepta were received by Presbytery each for half of the time of Rev’d F. Patton and they being found in order, were put into the hands of Bro. Patton, who signifying his acceptance of the same, Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in November was appointed to install Bro Patton at Sarepta, and the Saturday following at Lebanon—Bro. Miller was appointed to preside, preach the sermon, and put the consti​tutional questions at both places. Bro. Weatherby to charge the people at Sarepta and the minister at Lebanon, & Bro. Gaston to charge the minister at Sarepta and the people at Leb​anon—

[367]

The committee on Domestic missions made a report which was accepted & adopted, viz:

The committee recommended the passage of the following resolutions for the purpose of procuring the information necessary to guide them in the discharge of the duty assigned them.

Resolved that each minister in this Presbytery be required to spend at least two Sabbaths and the intervening week in exploring the region of the country adjacent to him in ref​er​ence to the whole work of missions in our bounds and present a report in writing at the spring sessions of Presbytery.

Resolved That the Ex: Committee of Missions furnish every minister of Presbytery with a schedule of the points on which they desire information and which shall be the basis of the above mentioned report.

[368]

Resolved, That while we apply to the Board of Missions, for the support of our domestic missionaries, the Presbytery regards every church in our bounds as under obligations to make an annual contribution to the funds of the Board.

[Long Creek Church]

Bro. Reid reported the formation of a new church called Long Creek,
 which on motion was enrolled among our churches.

Resolved that the thanks of the Presbytery be tendered, thro’ their minister to the Water Valley congregation, for their hospitality to the members of Presbytery.

Bro Gaston’s appointment to preach a doctrinal sermon was continued, and Bro Johnson appointed his alternate.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator during the sessions of Synod.

Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

F. Patton-Tem. Clk.




C. S. Dod, Moderator

[369]

Sessions of Synod, Holly Springs

October 25, 1851

Thus far examined and approved—






      T. C. Stuart, Mod’r

Holly Springs, 

Oct. 23, 1852

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer.

Members Present

Ministers





Ruling Elders

James Weatherby




J. P. Means, Holly Springs

L. B. Gaston





Z. Conkey, Oxford

J. N. Waddel





R. H. Buford, College

W. A. Gray





A. W. Davis, Willington

C. S. Dod





D. Crawford, Phila.

F. Patton





James R. Gray, Harmony

Jno. H, Miller





Robert Lusk, Water Valley

T. C. Stuart





Wm Oates, Lamar

A. H. Caldwell




J. N. Cameron, Monroe

S. I. Reid
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Mr. Robert A. Fee, a licentiate from the Western Presbytery of the Reformed Presby​ter​ian Church, having presented satisfactory testimonials, was received under the care of this Presbytery.

The Churches of Hudsonville & Lamar made application for the services of Bro. Fee; per​​​​mission was granted to them to secure his services.

Presbytery took a recess.

Presbytery met and resumed business. 

[Parochial Education]

The committee on Christian Education, according to a previous appointment of Presby​tery, made a report which was accepted and adopted and is as follows—viz:

The committee appointed by Presbytery to suggest some plan for the action of Presbytery in advancing the cause of Education within our bounds, would recommend

1st. That all our ministers be urged to give great attention to parochial schools as prepara​tory for a college under the care of Synod

[371]

2nd. That steps be immediately taken to form two Female High Schools, in suitable places within the bounds of this Presbytery.

3. That Presbytery overture the Synod of Memphis to establish a college immediately at some eligible point.

The following resolution was then adopted:

Resolved that this committee with the addition of Dr. Z. Conkey be continued, and vested with plenary power to act in the enterprise of establishing parochial and high schools, both Male and Female under the care of Presbytery, wherever they may find it practicable to do so: And to raise subscriptions and collect funds for these purposes; and report the results of their labours oat the next spring meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery then took a recess—

After recess business was resumed.

[Colportage]

The committee on colportage made the following report which was accepted and adopted, viz:

[372]

The committee on colportage report:

1. Their inability to effect a loan of $500, under the instruction of Presbytery, for the pur​pose of conducting the colportage of the books of our Board of Publication within our own bounds, and consequently they have left the whole matter in the hands of the Board, in whose service the colporteur Mr. Wm M. McCord is successfully operating—​It is how​ever worthy of remark that an effort was instituted to procure books from the Board on credit, and thus carry out the expressed wishes of Presbytery, and a lot of $200 worth was sent on by the board as ordered, but the chairman of the committee having conferred with the Board and agreed to leave the business in their hands; we have turned over the books to the colporteur.

2nd. We report a deficit of $25.00 in the sum requisite to outfit the colporteur for the undertaking for which it is proper that Presbytery should make provisions as a debt now due.








L. B. Gaston, Chairman
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The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved that Presbytery recommend to church sessions within the bounds of this Presby. to adopt the general rules for church judicatories, as recommended by the Assembly and appended to the Confession of Faith.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at the call of the Mod’r. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning,

Oct 25, 1852

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

The following resolutions were read and adopted.

Resolved 1. That it is the solemn conviction of this Presbytery that it is the bounden duty and the high privilege of every congregation attached to this body to contribute annually as the Lord prospers them to the cause of Domestic Missions.

Resolved [2.] that the month of January be and is hereby appointed in all our churches as the period for making this contribution: And that 

[374]

any congregation be and hereby is enjoined to report its doing in this matter at each spring meeting of Presbytery.

A letter was received from Harmony Church asking permission to secure the services of Brother Miller, half his time, Presbytery in consideration of the claims [of the churches] where Bro. Miller preaches, once a month, recommend to Harmony Church to ask for, and be contented with the services of Bro. Miller one fourth of his time.

Presbytery took a recess.

Presbytery met and resumed business.

[Bethesda Church Renamed New Albany—Senatobia Church Renamed Bethesda]

Resolved, that the church hitherto known as Bethesda be called New Albany—and that the church known as Senatobia be called Bethesda.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Lebanon Church, on Thursday before the 3rd Sab​bath in April at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer & benediction.

Charles S. Dod, 
     Moderator

A. Patton, 
     Tem. Clerk.





J. Weatherby, 
     Stated Clerk.

Standing Rules

of the

Presbytery of Chickasaw

1.

That the General Rules for Judicatories appended to the Book of Discipline, be the rules for the Presbytery.

2.

That a Sermon be preached on the subject of Missions [this word changed to “Doctrines”] at each stated Session in alphabetical arrangement. See page 187.

3.

That no person be elected to any office in this presbytery without having been previously nominated.

4.

That every minister in this presbytery preach to his people on domestic Missions, and take up a collection once a year. [Expunged.]

4.

That the Statistical Reports of the sessions be handed to the Stated Clerk on the 2nd day of the spring sessions of Presbytery.

5.

That each member pay the Stated Clerk of Presbytery, annually, at the spring sessions fifty cents for Postage, and other incidental expenses—see page 96.

6.

Our spring sessions be held hereafter on Thursday before he 3rd Sabbath in April. See p. 190.

7.

That nominations for commissioner to Gen. Assy. Be made at the fall session & assess​ments then made.

� The name refers to the town of Clinton, Miss. 


� Due to Mississippi’s location on the westward-moving wave of pioneer settlement, the territory covered by the presbytery whose minutes are annotated in these pages had found itself lodged under the jurisdiction of a succession of synods and presbyteries. The northern part of Mississippi had at various times previous to this been part of four different presbyteries. The area had originally been under the jurisdiction of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia, though it was through the Synod of Kentucky (probably because of proximity and convenience of travel) that action came to organize a presbytery in the Natchez Territory. In 1814, the Rev’d James Smylie sent by the Synod of the Carolinas to Mississippi, traveled on horseback through the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations to Nashville, where he laid a petition before the Presbytery of West Tennessee on behalf of the Presbyterian settlers he found to form a presbytery in the vicinity of Natchez. This presbytery was established by the Synod of Kentucky at a subsequent meeting in Danville, October 6, 1815. The presbytery’s organization was completed March 6, 1816, when commis�sioners met at Pine Ridge Church near Natchez. The presbytery was known for a very brief time as the Pres�bytery of the Southwest, but was soon named the Presbytery of Mississippi. It was lodged in the synod of Kentucky until 1817, when it became part of the Synod of Tennessee. Further division of synods resulted in the pres�by�tery’s placement in the Synod of West Tennessee (1826), until 1829, when the Synod of Mis�sis�sippi and South Alabama was formed. The synod included the territories of Arkansas and Louisiana and, for a time, Texas. In 1835, the presbyteries of Alabama were organized into a separate synod, and the Synod of Mis�sis�sippi was constituted. The Presbytery of Tombigbee, later spelled Tombeckbee, had been erected in 1829, and with the Presbyteries of Mississippi (which covered the southern part of the state) and South Alabama constituted the Synod of Mississippi and Alabama. The Presbytery of Tombeck�bee was laid out to include the territory north of the Sipsey River in Alabama and stretching out into the Mississippi Territory to embrace the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations. In 1831, a fourth presbytery, called Clinton, embracing the central and northern part of the state was formed. In 1840, churches in the north�ern part of the state were trans�ferred to the Clinton Presbytery, leaving Tombeckbee the churches in the vicinity of Columbus. See John G. Jones, A Concise History of the Introduction of Protestantism into Mis�sis�sippi and the Southwest (St. Louis: P. M. Pinkard, 1866): 236-38; C. W. Grafton, “History of Presby�ter�ian�ism in Mississippi” (un�pub�lished mss., original in the historical files of St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center, 1927): 102, 108, 112, 152; Walter Brown�low Posey, The Pres�b�yterian Church in the Old South�west (Richmond: John Knox, 1952):, 221.


� See Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi, meeting at Baton Rouge, Louisiana (October 30, 1841).


� The appearance of the term “bishop” in Presbytery minutes will no doubt surprise modern readers. Its use provided for in the Presbyterian Church’s Form of Government then in force, it re�flected a then-current con�tro�versy with Episcopalians, whereby both churches claimed rights to the biblical office of presbyter. Whereas the Episcopal Church restricted the right to confirm members to its bishops, Presbyterians be�lieved that its teaching elders, together with sessions of ruling elders, were legitimate bear�ers of its power. Thus among other duties the Presbyterian minister was also to be considered a bishop, and this power of office was asserted against those who maintained that their church only possessed a valid episcopate. The Presbyterian side of the argument was given its classic statement in Samuel Miller, Presby�terianism, the Truly Primitive and Apostolical Constitution of the Church of Christ (Philadelphia: Presby�terian Board of Publication, 1835).


� Stated meetings were always begun with a sermon, with the preacher usually being the moderator of the previous meeting. The Directory for Worship’s requirement that a chapter from each testament be read does not seem to have been followed; instead the nineteenth century method of exposition is usually fol�lowed, with but a single verse serving as the sermon text.


� This is a classic example of Presbyterian ecclesiastical phraseology. The presbytery as a governing body is constituted not by the moderator’s call, the appearance of a quorum, the order of the synod, but by the offering of prayer. According to the Church’s Form of Government, “At every meeting of presbytery, a sermon shall be delivered, if convenient; and every particular session shall be opened and closed with prayer” (Chapter X, section xi).


� To Angus McCallum (1801-1885) belonged the distinction of being the new presbytery’s first moderator. Moderators served for one meeting, except in the cases when an adjourned or called meeting occurred prior to the next stated session. McCallum was born in Robeson Co., N. C., and received his theological educa�tion at Union Theological Seminary—then located in Hampden-Sydney, Va. He was ordained in 1831 by Fayetteville Presbytery in North Carolina, where he served the Euphronia and Buffalo Churches (1831-1838), prior to coming to Mississippi, where he served within the bounds of the state for the next forty-six years. He was stated supply at Waterford (Greenwood) and Hopewell at various times (1839-1848). He was the organizing pastor of the church at Chulahoma in western Mar�shall County (1839), as also of the church at Hopewell (1839) on Woodson’s Ridge in rural Lafayette County. McCallum labored for a decade in North Mississippi, after which went on to serve several churches in the southern part of the state, principal among them the historic congregation at Union Church, located between Brookhaven and Fayette in a rural sector of the state. He ministered in Mississippi Presbytery until his retirement from active service in 1881. Ministerial Directory of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 1861-1941, compiled by the Rev. E. C. Scott, D.D., Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, Published by Order of the General Assem�bly (Austin, Tex.: Von Boeckmann-Jones, 1942): 446. (Information given in the Ministerial Direc�tory occasionally differs in detail from the minutes of governing bodies. No effort is made at this remove to harmonize discrepancies, and it should be remembered that the records of governing bodies are considered the official records of church.) Robert Milton Winter, Shadow of a Mighty Rock: A Social and Cultural History of Presbyter�ianism in Marshall County, Mississippi (Franklin, Tenn.: Providence House, 1997): 128-29


� A native of Philadelphia, Pa., James Weatherby had been educated at Princeton College and Seminary, where he was regarded as one of the most gifted in his class. As was the custom of the era, wherein the brightest and most energetic were exhorted to go to the mission fields, he came south, serving pastorates in North Carolina and at and Tuscumbia, Ala., before arriving in Mississippi in 1841. He served the churches at Oxford and Hopewell in Lafayette County (1841-1845), also heading the Oxford Female Academy. Pri�mar�ily an educator, he was principal of the Holly Springs Female Institute (1845-1848), and also served the churches at Hudsonville, Lamar, and Waterford—all then in Marshall County. He was the first moderator of the Synod of Memphis in 1847, and served the church at Willington (1851-1852). Elected the first clerk of the presbytery in 1842, he held that office until 1854. Later president of the Female College in Aberdeen, he died there, Janu�ary 19, 1856. Southwestern Presbyterian (July 23, 1891); Biographical Catalogue of Princeton Theological Seminary (1909); Alumni Records of Princeton Theological Seminary; “Presby�ter�ians Build Early Churches,” Oxford Eagle, 90th Anniversary Edition (August 22, 1957): 5; Maud Morrow Brown, History of the First Pres�by�terian Church of Oxford, Mississippi, July 15, 1837—March 31, 1950 (Oxford: First Presbyterian Church, 1952): 48; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 52.


� This is the congregation now located in the village of Toccopola in extreme western Pontotoc County. The church was moved some distance from the original site on property owned by Tobias and Allison Furr, who moved to Toccopola, a Chickasaw Indian settlement built on land owned by Betty Love Allen, a Chickasaw woman who had married John L. Allen. Soon after the Furrs arrived, a number of Scots-Irish families arrived from Cabbarus County, N. C. and settled south of Yocona Creek. Their first consideration was a church and school, and soon they built a log church and a less pretentious schoolhouse nearby. The congregation was formally organized and received under care of Presbytery in 1841. In 1850 ten acres of land was deeded to the church, part of which is still rented and cultivated, bringing a small income to the church to the present day. About 1882, the church was moved to its current location in the village of Toc�copola.


� The concern for writing history follows an established precedent in Presbyterian practice. Histories of this sort are commonly a part of governing body records from earliest times in America.


� These were appended to the Form of Government beginning with the 1840 edition.


� Although in the late 1830s Holly Springs was the largest church, this situation was already changing, and although many presbyteries were named for the principal city within their bounds, e.g., Tuscumbia, Mem�phis, Nashville, etc., there was no doubt a desire to indicate more fully the extent of the territory which this pioneer presbytery was expected to evangelize and establish settled congregations. This territory was, pre�cisely, the Chickasaw Cession, and efforts were made to expand the presbytery’s boundaries to include all the land north of the Chickasaw Cession line, occasioned by the treaties of 1832. Although Presbyterians did carry on extensive mission work among the Chickasaw nation in Mississippi before their removal to Ok�la�homa and afterwards in the Indian territory of the west, the Presbytery was named not so much for these Native American people, as it was named to mark the territory of those it was taken from. The change was authorized by the Synod in its meeting, October 28, 1842. 


� The assessment, made yearly of all the congregations in presbytery, was used to pay the expenses of the minister- and elder-commissioners to General Assembly. In the period covered by these minutes, com�mis�sioners went from Presbytery to General Assembly until the Civil War in every year but one. It was an ex�pensive and arduous trip. More often than not, the Assemblies met in Philadelphia, Pa. 


� Inveterate record keepers, Presbyterians, along with their Episcopal brethren, were distinguished from the other religious communions that surrounded them by the careful narratives of church proceedings, as well as memberships rolls and baptismal and marriage registers that every minister and congregation were ex�pec�ted to keep. Presbyteries were scrupulous in their inspection of such records, as were Synods of the records of Presbytery, and the General Assembly of the records of Synods. It has been well said that the delivery of a considered sermon by an educated minister, as well as the keeping of thorough records, were the distinguishing characteristics of Presbyterian Churches on the American frontier and beyond. The sturdy, beautifully-lettered leather bindings in which most of these volumes are encased indicate that the clerks who served the various governing bodies of the Presbyterian Church considered their records to be of enduring interest and importance, so that they took steps to assure their preservation as carefully as possible. From the 1835 the records of the Synod of Mississippi were set in print and published.


� Narratives on the State of Religion within the bounds of a presbytery were required yearly by the General Assembly, which in turn synthesized these reports into a Narrative covering the whole Church. Unfortu�nately, except for the first year, the texts of these narratives were not included in the minutes of Presbytery.


� The subject of missions, and in particular domestic, or what would in the early twentieth century be called “home” missions was the driving force, along with the education of ministers and attendance upon the Gen�eral Assembly, of Presbytery life during this period. Later, the annual sermon on missions would be re�placed by a sermon on doctrine, but the doctrinal sermons never aroused the enthusiasm or sense of vital compulsion that the call to missionary exertion could mobilize.


� Although the term “brother” has fallen out of favor among Presbyterians—especially since women have ordained, the usage had its particular context, different in conception and practice from the Baptist world where it is still much in vogue. In the presbytery the usage was practiced to indicate the fraternal spirit and parity between ministers and elders which prevailed in the presbytery. The use of “brother” and “brethren” did NOT imply that there was no difference between ministers and church members, except that the pastor had been “called to preach.” Although Presbyterians were often influenced by the practice of their neigh�bors in the use of this particular bit of nomenclature, by their theology, ministers and elders were set apart unto a certain office and work, and the term “brother” was only to be used among those so-ordained. In fine, it was not a term for use between people and minister as in churches where in theory at least, anyone could arise and preach, or where all shared equally in the governance of the church.


� Presbyteries of this era were not hesitant to “order” this or that action on the part of the ministers and con�gregations under their care and, so far as the record bears witness, these directives were usually fulfilled.


� While commissioners usually sat on church pews to perform the work of presbytery, the expression “took his seat,” or “was invited to take a seat” or even “sessions of presbytery” refer to the fact that the governing body was a church court, and thus drew upon the biblical imagery of judges seated to mete out justice. Robert H. Buford, of College Hill, was one of the presbytery’s most capable elders. A note in the College Church session book, October 1, 1852 records that “Bro. R. H. Buford, a member of Session having departed this life, July 11th last, it was resolved…That this session deeply lament the loss of our brother, as a privation of the service of a faithful and efficient member of our body…and a dispensation of Providence that will be long and sorely felt in this community…” Carole Lee, ed. Early Records of College Hill Church, Lafayette County, Mississippi, with Cemetery Inscriptions (Carrollton, Miss.: Pioneer Pub�lishing, n.d.): 57.


� The oldest congregation in the original Holly Springs/Chickasaw Presbytery, there were others of older pro�venance in the Columbus vicinity—the church at Holly Springs early thrived and was for a time the largest in the presbytery. See Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 60.


� One of Mississippi Presbyterianism’s vigorous church planters, Daniel Lewis Gray was born April 24, 1803 in the Abbeville District of South Carolina. He received his preparatory training at Union Academy, where his teacher was Moses Waddel, father of John N. Waddel, later an important minister of the Presby�tery. He was licensed and ordained by the Presbytery of South Carolina in 1828, and served churches in that state. His younger brother John Hannah Gray also became a minister and pursued a missionary career in Alabama and Mississippi, later serving as founding pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis and as president of the Presbyterian Synodical College at LaGrange, Tenn. In 1831 Daniel Gray determined to become a missionary and moved o the Presbytery of Western District in Tennessee, “preach�ing as God gave me opportunity.” In the fall of 1832, with a small colony, Gray moved on to the White River, Jackson County, Ark., where he labored for three years, coming then with his family to Hudsonville, Miss., where with several slaves he cleared land and engaged in farming. Gray organized churches, first at Holly Springs in December 1836, and on February 4, 1837, near his home at Hudsonville. Gray served this congregation along with a church at Salem (between Hudsonville and Ashland in what is now Benton County), until 1845. With Samuel Hurd and others he organized the Presbyterian Church at Oxford, in a car�penter’s shop, July 15, 1837. He also organized churches at Waterford (1839) and Hernando (1840). Gray served the church at Henderson, Ky., in the early 1850s, after which he was minister at Raleigh, Tenn. (1852-1855), moving to Wattensaw, Ark., in 1856, where he died in 1862 or 1863. He represented the Presbytery of Arkansas at the 1857 General Assembly. Minutes of Tombeckbee Presbytery (March 23, 1838); “Presbyterians Build Early Churches,” Oxford Eagle, 90th Anniversary Edition (August 22, 1957): 5; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 45-47.


� A venerable bit of Presbyterian terminology, its usage was meant to indicate the presbytery’s engagement of a minister to provide a “supply of preaching” at a stated time and place, for a congregation without a regularly installed minister. There was greater use of stated supplies in this era, as both ministers and people were reluctant to commit to the tenured relationship of an installed pastorate and so, where willing, ministers and congregations often agreed to the less formal relation of stated supplies, which could be renewed or terminated at six-month intervals. Many congregations in Presbytery did not have an installed pastor until a much later period.


� The Hudsonville Church, organized under the authority of the Presbytery of Western District, Synod of Memphis, February 5, 1837, was received in October 1837 by the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, then part of the Synod of Alabama, at the presbytery’s meeting in Starkville, Miss. At this meeting “Rev. D. L. Gray reported that he had organized a Church in Marshall County, Miss., called Hudsonville, con�sisting of 24 members, another at Holly Springs consisting of 27 members; and one at Oxford consisting of 39 members. On motion [voted] that we receive these churches under our care. Minutes of Tombeckbee Presbytery (Oct�ober 16, 1837); Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 121.


� The church at Oxford was established one year after the designation of Oxford by the Lafayette County Board of Police as “a place on which to locate a seat of justice.” Thirty-eight members were received and five elders elected. Meeting “in the Presbyterian Church” is first mentioned in November 1847. This church was a frame structure on the lot where the present church stands. According to the memory of one living in 1933, it had a gallery for slaves to which a staircase went up from the outside. Brown 3-4, 9.


� Daniel L. Russel was born in 1800 at Concord, N. H. He was educated at Union Theological Seminary in Virginia and some years after his service in Mississippi, united with the Baptist Church. See Biographical Catalogue of Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, 1807-1924.


� College Church, located about four and one-half miles northwest of Oxford was established in 1836, the year in which Lafayette County was established. The organization, which was effected by Ebenezer Mc�Ewen, took place in the home of Ralph L. Waller. The congregation of twenty included nine African Amer��i�cans. Originally named Ebenezer, the church (also known as College Hill) adopted its present name in 1841 in honor of the founding of North Mississippi College in the immediate vicinity. Services were held in a log schoolhouse until the present sanctuary was erected in 1844-1846. It remains the oldest brick Presbyterian house of worship in North Mississippi. This church, along with the church at Holly Springs, was selected for inclusion in a pictorial history of venerable Presbyterian Churches by Daniel W. Hollis and Carl Julien, entitled Look to the Rock: One Hundred Ante-bellum Pres�by�terian Churches in the South (Rich�mond: John Knox, 1961), published to commemorate the centen�nial of the General Assembly of the Pres��byterian Church, U. S. See Carole Lee, ed. Early Records of College Hill Church, Lafayette County, Mississippi, with Cemetery Inscriptions (Carrollton, Miss.: Pioneer Pub�lishing, n.d.).


� Records in the session book of the Oxford Church dated October 1839 state that a group of named “members withdrew to organize a church to be called Hopewell on Woodson Ridge.” The community was located eight miles east of Oxford. The congregation began as a mission point out from the Oxford Church, and the original house of worship was built of logs. This structure was accidentally burned just after the Civil War. A second building, measuring 30 by 60 feet, was erected near the spot where the log house stood. This church re�mains, serving as the chapel of Camp Hopewell, preserved very much as it was built.


� Greenwood Church, referred to here, was located in the south portion of Marshall County, near the pio�neer crossroads of Waterford. The congregation was organized in 1838 by Daniel L. Gray, and enrolled in Presbytery, April 5, 1839. The original town was about three-quarters of a mile west of the present com�mun�ity, on an elevation just across Little Spring Creek. The location furnished a place where the creek could be crossed easily, hence the village’s name. Until the railroad came in 1856, Old Waterford was the site of a thriving Presbyterian Church—its founding pastor having also established churches at Hudson�ville, Holly Springs, Oxford, and Hernando. The church first appears in the statistics of the General Assembly in 1839, with the Rev’d Angus M’Callum as minister and twenty-five members. The congre�gation used the Green�wood name from 1840 to 1850, after which it was once again called Waterford. Fifty-five members were reported in 1843. By 1866, Civil War had taken its toll; the pulpit was vacant and the church had but ten members. It was dissolved in 1867. The congregation was reorganized in 1874 and worshiped until 1928, when it was again dissolved and the building sold to the Methodists, who still main�tain it as a church. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 127-28


� The church at Chulahoma was a plantation chapel for the large landowners living in and around village of Chulahoma, fifteen miles southwest of Holly Springs, in a particularly fertile part of Marshall County. It was the fourth Presbyterian congregation to be formed in Marshall County (after Holly Springs, Hud�son�ville, and Waterford). Several of Mississippi’s worthy pioneer ministers labored here. Reports to Presbytery indicate the congregation had fifty members in 1850, as well as a flourishing Sabbath school. The church was dissolved October 4, 1884. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 128-129.


� The church at Hernando was constituted with fifteen members. It was enrolled in Presbytery in April 1840. Fred R. Graves, North Mississippi Presbytery: A History (Sardis, Miss.: Southern Reporter, 1942): 11. C. W. Grafton states that the church was organized by A. H. Caldwell, May 20, 1850. Grafton, 531.


� A native of North Carolina (b. 1806) Daniel McNair spent his early ministry in Mississippi, going in 1846 to Thibodaux, La., after which he was pastor of Pine Street Church in St. Louis (1850-1851), Second Church, Natchez (1851-1855), Galveston, Tex. (1855-1869), after which he returned for another period of ministry in Thibodaux. He died in New Orleans, March 22, 1883. Ministerial Directory, 485.


� Panola was the early name for the community of Batesville, which has long served as the southern seat of the county of the same name. The congregation was organized in 1841 by the Rev’d T. Archibald. In 1887 the name was changed to Batesville. The phrase “destitute of the means of grace,” indicates that there was no settled pastor, and that, likely, regular services were not being held. See, for example, the note on Lebanon Church.


� Nazareth Church was located in the vicinity of Hopewell. It was dissolved Oct 3, 1845, and the members directed to connect themselves with the Hopewell Church.


� In many ways Thomas C. Stuart (1794-1883) is recognized as the father of Presbyterianism in North Mississippi. Although not the very first missionary of our communion to visit the region, he was the first to establish a lasting work among the Chickasaw Indians, as well as churches for the white settlers who succeeded the Indians as residents of the area, and spent his entire life sustaining the labors which he had earlier begun. In 1819, Congress appropriated $10,000 toward the effort to “civilize” the Native Americans, and assured by the Indian Office of the War Department that an educational mission would received financial support from this appropriation, the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia directed Stuart, then a twenty-five-year-old candidate for the ministry, who had been licensed to preach on April 3 of the same year, to visit the Creeks, Choctaws, and Chickasaws and to survey a promising location for such a mission. In May of 1820, trav�eling with the Rev’d David Humphreys, Stuart set out with a letter of introduction from Secretary of War John C. Calhoun and finding their proposal to establish a school among the Creek Nation, set out for the Chickasaw territory, where they arrived in May at the home of Chickasaw leader Levi Colbert near Cotton Gin Port on the Tombigbee River. The proposal for a school was accepted and Stuart, who served without remuneration, returned to South Carolina to persuade others to join the venture. Ordained in December 1820, he returned to Mississippi, arriving with his wife Susan, January 27, 1821. He selected a site on the Natchez Trace about ten miles south of the present town of Pontotoc, which he named Monroe, after the popular American president, under whose administration schools for the Native Ameri�cans had been en�couraged and financed. The school began operations the following year, with children of Chick�asaws, white settlers, and mixed-blood families. Additional missions were soon established, and these performed a significant educational work until the removal of the Chickasaw nation to Oklahoma. Stuart served in North Mississippi, at Monroe, Pontotoc and Tupelo until his death in 1883. The graves of Thomas and Susan Stuart occupy a place of honor in the Pontotoc City Cemetery. E. T. Win�ston, “Father” Stuart and the Monroe Mission (Meridian, Miss.: Tell Farmer Press, 1927); Julia Daggett Harris, “Rev. T. C. Stewart” [sic], in Minutes of the Presbyterian Historical Society of the Synod of Mis�sissippi (1907): 37-38.; Ernest Trice Thompson, Presbyterian Missions in the Southern United States (Richmond: Presby�terian Committee of Publication, 1934): 144-50; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 22-23.


� The phrase “Church of ___” appears throughout these minutes. It differs from to-day’s more pedestrian practice of desig�nating a congregation as simply “Lebanon Presbyterian Church.”


� The spelling differs from place to place in these records. The Synod of the Carolinas, having sent out the first missionaries to the Tombigbee country, naturally claimed it and in 1828, that Synod organized the Presbytery of Tombigbee. The name was later changed to Tombeckbee, referring of course to the Tom�bigbee River, the major artery for transportation and commerce in the cotton-growing region around which that presbytery was organized. The principal church of the presbytery was Columbus. Grafton, 111.


� Governing bodies of the church were frequently asked for advice. This memorial contained questions about the business that could properly be brought before called meetings of the presbytery, as well as the status and authority of moderators elected in such proceedings.


�Latin literally meaning “for the thing born,” but commonly used to mean “as needed” or “as the situation arises”—in contemporary parlance, a “called meeting” of Presbytery.


� In a movement that proceeded by fits and starts, a new synod relating the presbytery to its neighbors in West Tennessee and Arkansas was finally erected in 1847.


� The outreach ministry of the presbytery during this period can virtually be summed as evangelistic work to organize new congregations and sustain struggling ones, to distribute printed materials published by the General Assembly’s board of publication, and to educate young men who were approved as candidates for the ministry. This, along with raising funds to send commissioners to the General Assembly, and the neces�sary work of examining and dismissing ministers, constituted most of the official business of the stated sessions of presbytery. The employment of a minister or ministers to serve as evangelist for the presbytery in the work of planting and sustaining congregations was a constant challenge, as salaries were low and the work difficult.


� “Refreshing seasons from the Lord” were what were referred to as revivals in other communions. The one which occurred at Holly Springs in September 1842 resulted in forty additions to the church during a three-week period. Many of those professing religion were persons of high standing in the community. One was William F. Mason, who would soon succeed to the eldership, and whose name appears frequently in these pages as a representative to presbytery from his congregation, as well as a commissioner to the sessions of the General Assembly. The Rev’d Daniel Baker, the church’s pastor, wrote to a friend about these occur�rences, offering “the hopeful conversion of more than two hundred souls in our town.” The revival is described in a church newspaper, The Watchman of the South (May 5, 1842): 3; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 73-74.


� The General Assembly of 1824 had urged the establishment of Sabbath schools in all “new and destitute regions of the Church.” A Sabbath school, established at Holly Springs by newspaper publisher Henry Pattillo, a Presbyterian, and merchant James Elder, a Methodist (who later became a Presbyterian), met in a pole-and-mud cabin early in 1836, several months before the incorporation of the town or the formal organ�i�zation of the church. The little Sunday school was perhaps the first in this section of North Mississippi. James Elder’s name appears elsewhere in these records as an elder commissioner to Presbytery from the church at Holly Springs. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 42.


� In the sessional records of College Hill, there is a note, January 5, 1852, that “it was moved and seconded and carried that Mr. A. L. Lewis be congregational librarian and that H. A. Buford be assistant librarian of C. C.” Lee, 11.


� White Presbyterians in ante-bellum Mississippi often gained wealth by appropriating income from the labor of slaves—slaves who were sometimes fellow Presbyterians—but the Church did emphasize the paternalistic duties of masters toward their property in humankind, and arrangements were made for Pres�byterian Negroes to hear the gospel, either at a separate service on Sunday afternoon or by means of des�ign�nated seating in the body of the church or in a gallery. Churches at College Hill, Holly Springs, Hud�sonville, and Oxford were among those equipped with galleries for slaves. When Bethel Church near Columbus, erected a new house of worship in 1845, a gallery was installed which was used for whites at the morning service and in the afternoon by blacks—  A sign designating an area “for servants” was placed in the Sand Spring Church near Oxford. Still, a number of Mississippi Presbyterian ministers labored among the slaves. South Mississippi Presbyterian minister James Smylie (1780-1853) produced a cate�chism for their religious instruction, and Daniel McNair labored among the slave population on planta�tions in the Natchez vicinity. Few, however, reached the point of conviction that characterized the ministry of James A. Lyon, pastor of the Columbus Church, who after waging a years-long unsuccessful campaign in the state legislature and the General Assembly of the Confederate Church to elevate southern slave�hold�ing “to the biblical standard,” finally concluded that “Perhaps God’s intentions are to bring the institution to an abso�lute end.” Journal of the Reverend James Adair Lyon, 1861-1870. Mitchell Memorial Library, Mis�sis�sippi State University, 114; R. Milton Winter, “James A. Lyon, Southern Presbyterian Apostle of Prog�ress,” Jour�nal of Presbyterian History 60 (Winter 1982): 314-35. See Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 155-68.


�Abstinence had been no requirement of Presbyterianism prior to the nineteenth century, though drunken�ness was always looked down upon. Ministers in rural settings were sometimes paid in corn, which they turned into whiskey for easy transportation to market, and Presbyterian churches in the city of Philadelphia made a tidy income from storage of barrels of the distillate in their basements awaiting transfer to trans-Atlantic sailing vessels. But the appearance of fortified liquors after 1800 with their greatly increased alcohol-content caused many church members to become concerned. The temperance movement, which among other things, supplied an early forum for the public involve�ment of women in a social justice cause, called forth the interest and dedication of several members of the Presby�tery. Presbytery’s stated clerk, James Wea�therby delivered an impassioned speech on behalf of temperance at the Holly Springs Church, December 25, 1848. The concern for moderation soon grew into a demand for complete abstinence, and in 1853 the Synod of Memphis, of which the Presbytery was then a part, passed a resolution calling for the complete prohibition of all trade in intoxicating drinks. See Othniel A. Pendelton Jr., “Temperance and the Evan�gel�ical Churches,” Journal of the Presbyterian Historical Society 25 (March 1947): 14-45; Ernest Trice Thomp��son, Presbyterians in the South, 1607-1972, 3 vols. (Richmond: John Knox, 1963, 1973): 1:308; Holly Springs Gazette (January 24, 1848); Minutes of the Synod of Memphis [Old School] (1853): 160; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 84.


� In the era before the various Protestant communions consolidated their various forms out of outreach into denominational boards and agencies, there was widespread support for a great variety of non-denomina�tional and trans-denominational enterprises devoted to this or that cause, chief among which were scripture distribution and outreach to the Native Americans and slaves. A precursor in many ways to the modern ecumenical movement, these enterprises which came to represent very powerful and influential entities were termed by American religious historians as the “benevolent empire,” and most were heartily sup�ported by Presbyterians. See John W. Kuykendall, Southern Enterprise: The Work of National Evangelistic Societies in the Antebellum South (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1982).


� A report to Presbytery from Holly Springs dated April 7, 1846 indicates that the congregation had given to foreign missions $14.50, domestic missions, $16.50, and education, $31. These sums represented a con�siderable sacrifice by the members in terms of the worth of 1846 dollars. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 99.


� Dr. Zebina Conkey was a senior elder in the Oxford congregation who rendered great service to the pres�by�tery in the course of his many years of service.


� This chapter, the substance of which dates back to the Westminster Assembly, stated that the reading of the scriptures was a part of the public worship of God, “and ought to be performed by the ministers and teachers.” It emphasized that the “scriptures of the Old and New Testament, shall be publicly read, from the most approved translation, in the vulgar tongue, that all may hear and understand.” How large a portion shall be read was left to the discretion of the minister. However, “in each service, he ought to read, at least one chapter; and more, when the chapters are short, or the con�nexion requires it.” The prevalent practice of that era of limiting exposition to a single verse, given out as a text, no doubt served to the detriment of longer readings from the Bible. The attitude was that the service was “for preaching;” people could always read their Bibles privately at home. Ministers were enjoined to have regard “to the time, that neither read�ing, singing, praying, preaching, or any other ordinance, be disproportionate the one to the other; nor the whole rendered too short, or too tedious.” But services were not to be shortened, said Presbytery, by the elimination of the public reading of scripture.


� Presbyterians in the South supported the religious press more liberally than any other communion, and Church newspapers proliferated during this period. Presbytery clerks regularly summarized their minutes and sent them to various papers, the material providing the bulk of the newspapers’ content, along with ser�mons, devotional materials, and the like. The newspapers were proprietary enterprises and main�tained edi�tor�ial independence. Often there was difference of opinion among the various editors. Virtually every Presbyterian household could be counted on to subscribe to one or more of these publications. See Henry �Smith Stroupe, The Religious Press in the South Atlantic States, 1802-1865 (Durham: Duke Univ. Press, 1956); Thompson, Presbyterians in the South, 1:452-53; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 116.


� Preston is located in the northwest quadrant of Kemper County, on a line between the towns of Phila�del�phia and DeKalb, Miss.


� In 1846, while meeting at Holly Springs, the Synod of Mississippi adopted the following with reference to the boundary line of Chickasaw Presbytery: “that by the action of the Synod of Mississippi in 1841, the Southern boundary was established to be a line running from the north-east corner of Choctaw county due West to the Mississippi River, which portion remains unchanged to the present day; and, that by an action of Synod in 1842, the counties of Tippah, Tishomingo, Pontotoc, and Itawamba, were transferred from the Presbytery of Tombeckbee to that of Chickasaw, thus establishing the boundary between Chickasaw and Tombeckbee to be a line running from the north-east corner of Choctaw county due North to the north-west corner of Chickasaw County, and thence due East to the state line of Mississippi and Alabama; and your committee think it is inexpedient to change the boundary as now existing.” Minutes of the Synod of Mis�sissippi (October 31, 1846).


� Alexander Shaw was a leading elder in the College Hill Church. A note in the College Church session book, January 11, 1847, records that at the annual meeting of the congregation, “It was moved and sec�onded that Capt. A. Shaw take the chair, which was done, he stating briefly what was the business of the meeting. It was moved & seconded that the congregation now proceed to dispose of the seats in the new church. Whereupon it was resolved unanimously that each family belonging to the Church select one or more seats for their families to occupy and write others to do the same from the remaining seats unoccupied in the church…” He died November 3, 1860, and is buried in the church cemetery. Lee, 5, 98.


� The Synod resolved that the counties of Tippah, Tishomingo, Itawamba, and Pontotoc be transferred from the Presbytery of Tombeckbee to the Presbytery of Holly Springs. Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (Oct�ober 28, 1842): 52.


� Recess for lunch, or “dinner” as it would have been termed then, was a leisurely affair. Those who had taken a great deal of trouble to travel to the meeting in buggies, wagons, or on the back of a horse, would surely have wanted plenty of time for conversation and social interaction. Many of the locations for ministry in the presbytery were, after all, quite isolated and rural.


� On September 29, 1843 the presbytery granted a request from the congregation to change its name to Wil�lington. This church was dissolved in 1867, the building having been torn down and moved to Charles�ton.  Mr Harper went on to prove himself one of the presbytery’s most faithful elders. Graves, 11.


� It will be noted that the presbytery, not the individual congregation, took responsibility to procure and order the conduct of services in churches lacking the regular ministrations of a pastor.


� Passages from the Epistle to the Hebrews and the Gospel of John seem to have been favorite choices for ser�mons before presbytery or parts of trial assigned to probationers for the ministry.


� It will be noted that the Synod ruled this action of Presbytery out of order.


� Two sons of the Rev’d Daniel Baker, pastor at Holly Springs, entered the ministry. Both attended Prince�ton, where they heard the preaching of such Presbyterian giants as Charles Washington Shields and Charles Hodge. Daniel Sumner Baker (1823-1900) was ordained in New Orleans and served a distinguished tenure as minister of the Carrollton Presbyterian Church. Alfred Nevin, ed., Encyclopedia of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Encyclopedia Publishing Co., 1884): 52; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 79.


� That is, one’s personal religious experience.


� According to the Presbyterian Church’s Form of Government, “The Holy Scriptures require that some trial be previously had of them who are to be ordained to the ministry of the gospel, that this sacred office may not be degraded, by being committed to weak or unworthy men; (1) and that the churches may have an opportunity to form a better judgment respecting the talents by whom they are to be instructed and gov�erned [:] For this purpose presbyteries shall license probationers to preach the gospel, that after a competent trial of their talents, and receiving from the churches a good report, they may, in due time, ordain them to the sacred office.” Licensure was a stage in a candidate’s preparation for the ministry, intended to be a pro�bationary period of not less than a year’s duration (according to the Chickasaw Presbytery’s practice), in which the candidate could preach the gospel under presbyterial super�vision. At a point later in the church’s history the practice of licensing ministers for this probationary period was abandoned.


� In addition to the studies in Greek and Hebrew still required to-day, nineteenth century probationers for the Pres�byterian ministry were required to show proficiency also in Latin—a language—mastery of the rudiments of which, was, of course, a key part of the curriculum in all post-primary institutions of learning for male students of the era. One reason for this insist�ence for educated ministers was that, not until Robert Lewis Dabney of Union Theological Seminary in Virginia published his Sy�l�labus and Notes on the Course of Systematic and Polemical Theology (1871), republished as Sys�tematic Theology (1878), along with Prince�ton professor Charles Hodge’s magisterial three-volume Sys�tematic Theol�ogy (1871-1873), Presby�terian students derived their principal of the system of doctrine known as Calvinism from the West�min�ster Con�fession of Faith and Catechisms, along with Fran�cois Tur�retin’s Institutio Theologiae Elencti�cae (1679-1685), a massive, three-volume study, published in Geneva, Switerland, and available only in Latin. This was the standard theological textbook at Princeton Seminary from 1812 until Hodge’s Systematic Theology replaced it as an updated English version of the same theology. For his part, even Hodge, upon reaching the climactic point of his argument, would time and again lapse into a Latin quotation of a profound theologi�cal point that would clinch the argument! The Latin theses assigned to candidates for ordination, presum�ably were intended to lead them to do research in Turretin and the works of other learned divines, whose works were written in Latin—still re�garded as the universal language of interna�tional theological instruc�tion and debate. Missis�sippi Presby�terian ministers were thus expected to be knowledgeable of, and in prin�ci�ple, able to take part in these broad-ranging dis�cussions that had engaged the great minds of Christ�endom across three continents through the centuries. It was not until 1845 that a translation of Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion, his seminal work, was widely available in English translation.


� That is, without regard to a specific time or date.


� The Rev’d Daniel Baker, pastor of the Holly Springs Church (1840-1848), the father of candidates for the ministry Daniel Sumner and William Mumford Baker, was by far the best-known minister of the presbytery in its formative years—indeed, the was already a famous man when he came to Mississippi—and was one of the earliest Presbyterians in Mississippi to walk on a national stage. Born August 17, 1791, of New Eng�land Puritan stock in the tiny hamlet of Midway, Georgia, he was educated at Hampden-Sydney and Prince�ton, where he graduated with honors in 1815. He became pastor of the Second (now New York Ave�nue) Presbyterian Church in Washington, where Presidents John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson were both numbered among the pew holders. Then after a term as pastor at the historic Independent Church in Savannah, Baker determined to become a missionary to the burgeoning Southwest. He launched extensive preaching tours through Georgia, Florida, Alabama, North and South Carolina, Ohio, Virginia, Louisiana, and Mississippi. Texas, however, became his ultimate goal, and with an appointment from the General Assembly’s Board of Missions and a letter of introduction from Andrew Jackson to his friend Gen. Sam Houston, Baker visited the Republic of Texas, traveling by sailing vessel from New Orleans to Galveston, arriving there in February 1840. There he administered the first baptisms by the hand of a Protestant min�ister in the vicinity of the Rio Grande, and was instrumental in the formation of the first presbytery in Texas. After some months of work, ill health compelled him to return to the U. S., but his desire did not die. Baker positioned himself a bit closer to Texas, serving in Holly Springs, from which location he was able to make occasional forays into the area whose spiritual development was his particular and pressing concern. Once, in 1848, while still serving in Holly Springs, Baker even traveled to preach in Colorado. And because the synods of which the Chickasaw Presbytery was a part, it could claim, through Baker, some small part in the extension of the gospel to the region of Texas and beyond. While serving in Holly Springs, Daniel Baker published A Series of Revival Sermons. The volume was widely received, and went through several printings. The sermons contrast sharply with twentieth century revivalistic fare. Baker’s homilies were scriptural, closely reasoned, and full of allusions to literature and philosophy—hardly the rantings of an uneducated huckster. Unlike most modern preachers, Baker assumed at least the rudiments of classical learning on the part of his hearers. In 1848 See R. Milton Winter, “Daniel Baker and Old School Revivalism in Mississippi,” Amer�i�can Presbyterians: Journal of Presbyterian History 74 (Winter 1996): 227-40; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 65-108.


� In 1844, this church was renamed Pontotoc.


� One of the very important pioneer ministers in Mississippi, William Vincent Frierson (1801-1863), moved to Pontotoc in 1841. The son of Samuel F. and Sarah Wilson Frierson, his first wife was Jane Eme�line Witherspoon. (Adeline Witherspoon Frierson was the daughter of Thomas Witherspoon, whose family were among those pioneers who came from Old Williamsburg Church at Kingstree, S.C., and whose de�scend��ants played important roles in the Presbyterian development of North Mississippi.). After her death he married Adaline Fulton. He had been stated supply of Cedar Grove Church in South Alabama Presbytery in 1837, and after coming to Mississippi served as stated supply of Spring Hill Church 1843-1847. After the congregation moved to its present location and took the name Zion, he continued to serve it as pastor from 1847 to 1858. He also served Providence Church as stated supply in 1843-1844. After a brief sojourn again in Alabama (1859), he returned to the neighborhood of Zion Church (P. O. Coonewah), and was stated sup�ply of Bethany Church, 1861-1863. His son William V. Frierson Jr. (1841-1919), was also a well-known Mississippi Presbyterian minister, serving as pastor in Pontotoc and Tupelo, and as superintendent of Palmer Home in Columbus. Ministerial Directory, 236. See Theodore Frierson Stephenson, The Frier�sons of Zion Church and their Descendants.


� Study of mathematics was justified as a subject for examination because it was believed to develop the powers of abstract reasoning, necessary to the mastery of theological subject.


� Presbyterians, of course, desired a intelligible faith from all its adherents, so that the dissemination of scripture and other matter calculated to support a well-instructed system of belief was deemed essential, and was carried on as a mission of the Church. Colportage was in that era as the time-honored means for distribution of Bibles and other Christian literature. The colporteur was a familiar figure in both American and European life, and was but one mani�festation of what later generations would call the “traveling sales�man.” Unlike others, the religious colpor�teur’s ministry was usually subsidized and was not realistic�ally expected, at least in Presbyterian circles, to yield a pro�fit. For a history of the movement throughout the English-speaking world, see A. M. Chirgwin, A Book in His Hand: A Manual of Colportage (London: United Bible Societies, 1954). The effort was highly important for Presbyterians, as these records under survey will show. Mark Noll has remarked that although Presbyterians lagged growth in national popula�tion until the second decade of the nineteenth century, “when, by linking their efforts to the new voluntary societies, they finally found their audience.” Mark A. Noll, America’s God: From Jonathan Edwards to Abraham Lincoln (New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 2002): 180.


� Services for the public worship of God were regularly styled by nineteenth century Presbyterians as “di�vine worship” or “divine service.”


� This was the only year in the period under review that the presbytery judged it inexpedient to send a com�missioner to the Assembly. The presbytery even sent commissioners to the fateful 1861 Assembly—the last of the undivided Old School Church—and that in sending commissioners it was one of the few Southern Presbyteries to do so. 


� The Synod took exception to the presbytery’s interpretation of the Form of Government. Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 27, 1842): 64. Three years later, at the meeting of the Synod at Holly Springs, October 28, 1846, the Synod resolved that “the elder from Spring Hill Church is not entitled to a seat in this Synod, as there is an Elder on this floor from the Pontotoc Church, both of which Churches are united under the same Pastor.” Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 28, 1846): 86. 


� There was much discussion within Presbyterianism during this period as to the proper status of the stated supply. The provision was deleted and then added to the Church’s Form of Government. Congregations often preferred to engage ministers as stated supplies, which involved service for a limited, but renewable period of time, rather than moving toward formal installation of the minister as pastor, which was a ongoing relation, not subject to dissolution except by concurrence of both parties, as well as the presbytery.


� While various Presbyterian congregations in the South purchased slaves for use as laborers, the idea of pur�chasing a slave’s freedom to commission him as a missionary was a novelty. The enthusiasm shown for the plan shows both the paternalism as well as the uneasy conscience with which many Christians in the South held their property in humankind. The Synod of Mississippi, in 1846, purchased Harrison Ellis, a black slave preacher and his family for $2,500, to be sent as missionaries to Liberia. See Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 29, 1846): 88-89.


� The Ripley Presbyterian Church was organized on May 7, 1837, one day before the town itself was in�corp�orated. The Rev’d Samuel Hurd, pastor of the Holly Springs Church officiated. There were twenty-one members. The first services were probably held in a log building known as “the meeting house” used by four denominations. Around 1850-1851 the first building owned by the congregation was constructed. It was a wood frame structure with two doors through which the congregation entered, the women on the right and the men on the left, so that the men sat to the minister’s right (thus holding the place of honor) during services. During the Civil War, at least one cannon ball was shot through this church. Get source.


� The Farmington Church, organized in 1840, was located in the present Alcorn County, eight miles east of Corinth. The congregation was dissolved in 1857. See Grafton, 496.


� Benjamin Godfrey’s was one of the pioneer families which formed the original congregation of Spring Hill (now Zion) Presbyterian Church located between Pontotoc and Tupelo.


� An early and important member of Presbytery, James Biggers Stafford was born in the York District of South Carolina, licensed by Harmony Presbytery there (1821) and served the Purity Presbyterian Church there (1821-1823), after which he was ordained by Harmony Presbytery (1824). After ordination he was pastor of Concord and Purity Churches in South Carolina (1824-1834), coming to Tombeckbee Presbytery in 1834. He was dismissed to Chickasaw Presbytery in 1843, and was stated supply of Bethany Church (1844-1846, 1848-1853) as well as New Hope Church (1847-1853). He lived in retirement near New Hope Church, where he died, May 8, 1862. Ministerial Directory, 679-80.


� This church was at New Albany, Miss. On October 25, 1852, it was renamed New Albany, and the church at Senatobia was named Bethesda.


� The congregation was dissolved in 1849.


� Little is known of Abner W. Kilpatrick, who died suddenly soon after his reception into the Presbytery.


� This effort eventuated in the organization now known as the Water Valley Presbyterian Church. The name was changed September 21, 1850.


� American religious historian Mark Noll writes that, “As late as 1860, the only graduate education of any intellectual substance to be found in the United States was theological education, and the four largest semi�naries were Presbyterian (Princeton, Union in New York, Western in Pittsburgh) and Congregational (An�dover).” He states further that, “In large part because of this seminary culture, the theology of Pres�byterians and Congregationalists was more highly developed and became more important for American intellectual life than any form of thought would ever be from after the Civil War.” America’s God, 254-55.


� Spring Hill Church was organized September 12, 1841 when a congregation having previously applied to the Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart, Evangelist, for organization, met there and were organized under the care of Tom��bec�kbee Presbytery as Spring Hill Old School Presbyterian Church. There were seven charter mem�bers. Five were from the John H. Miller family, two of the Benjamin Godfrey family—names which appear often in these pages. By 1843, membership had increased to thirty-three. After some years the congre�ga�tion removed the church to its present location, completing the building in 1848, and changing the name to Zion. See Grafton, 522-30.


� In September 1835, the records of Tombeckbee Presbytery show that the Providence Presbyterian Church, the first church in its community, was organized at Pontotoc. It was taken under care of the presbytery at its spring meeting in April, 1836. Mr Robert Gilmer, the founding elder, was enrolled as a member of Presb�ytery. The contract for building the first church, located on a hill west of the railroad on five acres of land, which in recent times has been the property of the Spencer family, has been preserved. The building was to be of wood, 56 feet long, 40 feet wide, and 16 feet high between the joists; it was to have two doors in the end and four large windows on each side. The walls were to be raised on, or about, the first day of Febru�ary, 1838, for a cost of $1,300. Presbytery authorized a change of the congregation’s name to Pontotoc in April 1845. Blest Be the Tie That Binds, Sesquicentennial History of the First Presbyterian Church (Pon�to�toc, Miss: privately printed, 1985): 1.


� James H. Cowan was a postmaster at Hudsonville, Miss.


� This congregation was the ancestor of the Church at Charleston, Miss.


� William Allen Gray (1807-1881), was born in the Abbeville District of South Carolina. He was educated at the Columbia (S.C.) Theological Seminary (1833-1835), licensed and ordained by Bethel Presbytery. His first service in Mississippi was at Bethel Church, near Columbus, in Tombeckbee Presbytery (1838-1841), and came to Ripley, Miss., where he served in the bounds of Chickasaw Presbytery from 1842 until his death there in October 1881. Ministerial Directory, 265.


� Local observers in Holly Springs declared the Rev’d Samuel Hurd to be a man “of considerable cultiva�tion,” in and in this he seems to have been typical of Presbyterian ministers who came to the frontier, for at least in Hurd’s case, his curriculum vitiate shows him to have been a very well-educated man. Born at Hanover, N. H. and educated at Dartmouth College and Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, Samuel Hurd was one of several New Englanders who answered a missionary call to Mississippi. His min�isterial career led him on an increasingly southern and westerly path as he was licensed by Hanover Presbytery in Virginia and ordained in the following year by the West Hanover Presbytery to serve at Mars Hill, Va. He was minister in the historic First Presbyterian Church at New Bern, N.C. (1831-1833), but imbued with the pioneer spirit, he came to Mississippi in 1836 from the Presbytery of Indianapolis, where he had served churches at Greensburg and Mill Creek (1834-1836).  He became pastor of the church at Holly Springs in Dec�ember 1836 and later organized the church at Ripley, participating also in the organization of the church at Oxford—both in 1837. In addition to his ministerial work, he taught in the Holly Springs Female Academy. Hurd served at Holly Springs until 1840. He was at Florence, Alabama, briefly, returning to Mississippi where, he supplied the pulpit at College Hill, near Oxford (1842-43), and then lived at Salem in Tippah (now Benton) County (1843-1846). Troubled by ill health, he resided at Pontotoc until his death June 28, 1846. Graves 6; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 47, 62


� Cumberland Presbyterians were active in North Mississippi, with many congregations in both rural places and in towns. Despite substantial disagreements between the two communions over interpretation of the Westminster Confession, as well as standards for ministerial education, as indicated by the welcome exten�ded to this Cumberland minister, relations between the two communions seem to have been cordial, with frequent examples of shared worship spaces in many a community. In a later era, many Cumberland and Pres��by�terian, U. S. congregations united.


� For the span of its existence under review in these pages, Chickasaw Presbytery of North Mississippi trans�acted its business with two regular meetings per year, usually held in April and October. Occasionally the Presbytery also met in adjourned session during the annual meeting of the Synod.


� The church at Monroe was organized by the Rev’d Hugh Dickson, representing the Presbytery of South Carolina, who had been commissioned by the Missionary Society of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia to visit the Chickasaw missions in North Mississippi. This was done June 7, 1823, with seven on the charter roll. The Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart was nominated as stated supply, with other ministerial mem�bers of the mission serving as the church’s session. During the next decade 180 were baptized, 123 of whom became communicant members. Of these, sixty-nine were African American, twenty-nine were white, and twenty-five, Native American. By 1830 membership at Monroe stood at one hundred, including ten communicants at Martyn Mission (named for the famous missionary Henry Martyn), located several miles west of the present town of Holly Springs. The church became part of Chickasaw Presbytery when territory was ceded from the Pres�by��tery of Tombeckbee. It is the oldest continuously existing Presbyterian in the present St. Andrew Presbytery. The present church, located on the west side of Mississippi Highway 15, one mile below the village of Algoma, in Pontotoc County, was erected about 1870. A baptismal bowl belonging to Thomas C. Stuart, preserved by the congrega�tion, is one of the oldest historical artifacts of Presbyterianism in the northern part of the state. See John M. Wilson, Monroe Presbyterian Church Sesqui�centennial, 1823-1973; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 23.


� There was no guarantee that parts of trial would be approved automatically. Though unusual, presbyteries did not hesitate to re-try candidates in particular areas of their learning. The scholarly, as opposed to the practical aspects of ministry seemed to be the areas most likely to occasion assignments of remedial work. The candidate in question, Hugh H. Kimmons, entered theological seminary, but eventually determined that he was not called to seek ordination to the ministry. He later rendered worthy service to presbytery as an elder from the Hopewell Church. In later years, candidates for the ministry were directed to him for direc�tion in their studies.


� The case of Thomas Davis is one of but a few involving removal from office as a punishment. The situ�ation continued over a period of years. Davis had been put on trial at Starkville and removed from the ministry in 1839 for neglecting his family and ministerial responsibilities to indulge in land speculation. Among the charges specified were going after ponies and search for land lines on the Sabbath Day. Minutes of Tombeckbee Presbytery 2 (April 1839): 48-54.


� Tombeckbee Presbytery was transferred from the Synod of Alabama to the Synod of Mississippi in 1842.


� According to the records of Old Hopewell Church, this congregation was located in Tippah County.


� Young’s first assignment was at Philadelphia Church in Marshall County, after which he was pastor at Chulahoma (1846-1848) and Edmiston (1849-1852), after which he was Stated Supply at Ebenezer (1854-1856), and Panola (1857-1859). He then was a teacher in Memphis (also serving the church at Raleigh, Tenn. during the Civil War years. He served other churches in the Memphis Presbytery, and died in Mem�phis in 1878 or 1879. Ministerial Directory, 802-03.


� On May 29, 1823, the Rev’d Hugh Dickson from the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia visited the mission station at Monroe, south of the present community of Algoma in Pontotoc County, and found the missionaries and members of the surrounding community filled with a great desire to be organized into a church. Accordingly, on the 7th of June that year the church was organized, consisting of seven members and the Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart, who headed the mission to the Chickasaws, as stated supply. Over the next thirteen years, 123 persons were added to the church rolls, of whom twenty-nine were white, sixty-nine black, and twenty-five Native American. 180 baptisms were administered, of whom there were sixty-four white, eighty-three black, and thirty-three Native American. After the Indian Removals the congre�ga�tion continued its existence and still worships to-day as the longest continuously serving congregation in North Mississippi with documentary evidence as to its founding. Grafton, 58; Monroe Presbyterian Church Sesquicentennial.


� Angus Johnson (1809-1908), represents in his own life and work what was a great migration of human population from the settled areas of North Carolina to pioneer territory in Mississippi. He was one of many Presbyterian ministers who accompanied a company of settlers to North Mississippi to settle the rich lands obtained from the Indians. Johnson is said to have preached to the company along the way using the back end of a wagon for a pulpit. See Marie Goodman Jenkins, Philadelphia: Church of Six Generations (Red Banks, Miss: privately published, 1955). Johnson attended Cheraw and Camden Academies in South Caro�lina, as well as Columbia Seminary in South Carolina (1833-1836), and was ordained by Harmony Pres�bytery of S. C. in 1838. He served Philadelphia and Union Churches in North Carolina (1838-1843). After coming to Mississippi, he organized the church at what later became Water Valley, serving as its minister until 1860. He then members derived), and served Philadelphia Church in Marshall County (likely named for the afore�mentioned North Carolina whence many of its founding later two churches near Germantown, Tenn. He also preached at Hudsonville and Spring Creek. He organized the church at Grand Junction, Tenn., in 1877. While serving at Philadelphia, Johnson (accompanied by elder F. G. Newell) rep�resented North Mississippi Presbytery at the General Assembly of the Confederate Church in 1864. In later years he did home missions work in both Florida and Texas. The Southern Presbyterian Ministerial Directory of 1898 listed him as “89 years old, in good health and preaching.” A handwritten note in the Red Banks session book declares that “Bro. Johnson preached until he was a hundred years old. Preached on Sunday before his death on Monday.” Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 135-36.


� James Albert Wallace (1810-1880), was born in Cabarrus County, N. C. and studied at the University of Alabama, carrying on his theological preparation for the ministry privately. He was minister of the church at Tuscaloosa in 1845, and was then received into Chickasaw Presbytery, and ordained by it as pastor at College Church (1845-1847). From Mississippi he went to Kingstree, S. C. He then was pastor at Dalton, Ga. (1859-1863), and served numerous congregations in Alabama before his death, September 8, 1880. Wallace was the first minister to be ordained by the Presbytery of Chickasaw since it was constituted in 1842. Ministerial Directory, 745.


� This was the school located at College Hill in Lafayette County. North Mississippi College was founded in 1840 and maintained a tenuous relationship with the Presbyterian Church. After the 1840s the school  lost influence until the combined effects of a disastrous fire and the Civil War led to its closure in the early 1860s. Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Mississippi, 2 vols.  (Chicago: Goodspeed, 1891), 2:321.


� In no other case did presbytery begin its session so early. No doubt the reason was the heavy press of bus�i�ness due to the ordination trials of James A. Wallace.


� This was an era in which congregations often protested the requests of ministers to dissolve the pastoral relation, and if the congregation did not consent, presbytery usually ordered the pastor to continue in his work. Sometimes if the request were renewed in a subsequent year, it would then be granted. Often as not, ministers initiated a dissolution request because of shortfall in the church’s obligation to render the salary that was promised. 


� The Philadelphia (later Red Banks) Presbyterian Church in Marshall County was early housed in a small log structure erected about 1844 in what is now called Castleberry Woods, a mile and a half west of the present village of Red Banks. Near this church was a cemetery, where grave markers can be seen from the 1840s. Prominent among the church’s early pastors was the Rev’d A. H. Caldwell, who served Philadel�phia from 1847 to 1854. About 1850 the church moved to a location three miles northwest of Red Banks, a prom�inent hilltop on the plantation of member Alfred O. Cannon. Here a large brick church with a ser�vants’ gallery was constructed. The building was shared with the local Methodists, alternating Sundays with preachers of the two communions. After the coming of the railroad spurred a shift in population, the brick church was taken down and reconstructed at its present location in Red Banks in 1888. The old church site with graves of the Cannon family still to be seen in the cemetery is preserved on the south side of Rabbit Ridge Road approximately three miles west of its junction with the Red Banks highway. The church contributed seven of its young men to the ministry of the Presbyterian Church. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 132-36, 239-43.


� Prominent among the early settlers of Marshall County, Andrew Meek Flinn had come with the Rev’d Angus Johnson and the company of settlers that had traveled together to Mississippi from North Carolina. He was an elder in Philadelphia Church from 1844 to 1877. Two of his sons entered the ministry. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 132.


� Characteristic of Presbyterian reticence to engage in outward displays of piety or sentimental religiosity, references to the direct action of God appear but seldom in these minutes. Memorials to deceased ministers are likewise worded with great reserve, with great emphasis upon submission to heaven’s inscrutable will. The influence of Marcus Aurelius and the Stoic philosophers—greatly influential in the South during this period—is readily detected.


� The office of stated clerk has historically been a position for which a modest remuneration is provided, above and beyond the incidental expenses incurred in the performance of this duty.


� Extant records indicate that Southern Presbyterians sought to reinforce the institution of slavery through the sermons they delivered to their slaves. As Elizabeth Fox-Genovese has written, “For southern slave�holders, any social order worthy of the name, and therefore its appropriate social relations, had to be grounded in divine sanction.” Therefore, in the years before the Civil War, ministers took the time to ex�plain how slavery was grounded in the Bible and to hammer home the responsibilities of slaves to their masters as well as the duties of masters toward their slaves. Slaves generally listened to sermons on an intellectual plane above their ability to understand. For this reason, the number who joined the Presbyterian Church was quite small in comparison to the number who united with communions that employed more popular forms of preaching. When preaching to slaves, Presbyterians talked much about sins: Quarreling, drinking, stealing, and immoral living, and emphasized texts such as Ephesians 6:5: “Servants be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ.” Other favorite texts were Genesis 3:19: “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread”; and Matthew 25:21: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” Preachers of integrity reinforced the duties of masters. The Rev’d William T. Hamilton of Alabama published a similar discourse, The Duties of Masters and Slaves Respectively; or Domestic Servitude as Sanctioned by the Bible. A Discourse Delivered in the Government Street [Presbyterian] Church, Mobile Alabama (1845). The Rev’d John Clarke Young, of Danville, Ky., published a sermon entitled “The Duties of Mas�ters.” In May 11847, Young told a friend that his church had received 120 new members, of whom “about 25 were blacks.” The Rev’d James A. Lyon of Colum�bus, Miss., whose congregation also numbered quite a few black persons among its com�mun�i�cants, carried on a protracted campaign in both the ecclesiastical and civil spheres to elevate the sys�tem of slavery “to the Biblical standard.” One authority states that as many as twenty thousand African Ameri�cans were members of the Presbyterian Church in Civil War times. See Fox-Genovese, “The Divine Sanc�tion of Social Order: Religious Foundations of the Southern Slaveholders’ World View,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 55 (Summer 1987): 211; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 162-63.


� Presbyterians were enjoined by their Directory for Worship to sanctify the Lord’s Day, and all manner of violations were prosecuted by sessions during this period. Elders rebuked members for trading, driving hogs, traveling on steamboats—all remembering that in the colonial period a Presbyterian minister had been deposed for taking a bath upon the sacred day of rest, or that in 1839 Tombeckbee Presbytery had put the Rev’d Thomas Davis on trial at Starkville, Miss., for going after ponies and searching for land lines on the Sabbath Day. Presbyterian newspapers were quick to gave examples of disasters which befell those who violated the Lord’s Day. n 1836, one had written of a man named Babcock who, while moving a can�non on Sunday to celebrate Gen. Andrew Jackson’s election to the presidency, met an accidental death. A member of Bethel Presbyterian Church, in rural Tombeckbee Presbytery, near Columbus, was admonished by the elders because of his claim that unseasonably warm weather had forced him to salt and pack fresh meat on the Sabbath Day. Minutes of Tombeckbee Presbytery 2 (April 1839): 8-54; see W. D. Banks, “Pres�byterian Worship and Work in the 19th Century,” Austin Presbyterian Seminary Bulletin, Faculty Edi�tion 80 (April 1965): 59-60; Look to the Rock, 111.


� Copies of every hymnbook published by the Presbyterian denomination may be seen in a collection gathered from the pews in the Holly Springs Presbyterian Church. The oldest denominationally published hymnal in the church’s collection is the Psalms and Hymns Adapted to Social, Private, and Public Worship in the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. It was pub�lished by the Presbyterian Board in Philadelphia, Pa., in 1843. It belonged to Lewis B. Thomson, a lead�ing member in pioneer days. The book contains 680 hymns. Among those familiar to worshipers to-day would be, “Glor���ious Things of Thee Are Spoken,” “God Moves in a Mys�terious Way,” “Guide Me, O Thou Great Je�ho�vah,” and “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” Since churches were not locked, hymnbooks were generally stored in a cabinet which could be locked when the books were not in use. A roughhewn wooden hymnbook cabinet is preserved from the Philadelphia (Red Banks) Presbyterian Church. It is now kept in the sanctuary of the Holly Springs Church.


� Mason, of Holly Springs, was one of the financiers of the Mississippi Central Railroad. Ebenezer Kirk-patrick, of Hudsonville, is credited with preventing the church there from being burned by Federal sold�iers during the Civil War.


� The frequent appointment of committees to audit the financial records of various committees and their treasurers in these pages shows the historic emphasis upon openness and accountability that characterized the Presbyterian Church from the earliest times. Whereas to this day many churches keep their financial transactions secret—often allowing the minister to serve as treasurer of his congregation, if not the owner of the church building, Presbyterians from earliest times insisted on shining the light of day upon the fidu�ciary activities of their members, be�lieving not only that “all things be done decently and in order” (I Cor. 14:40), but that “it is required in stew�ards, that a man be found faithful” (I Cor. 4:2).


� It goes without saying that there was no compulsory pension plan to provide for Presbyterian ministers or their families in times of illness and death. Efforts of good will such as the one noted above alleviated suf�fering only to a small extent. Earlier the Presbytery overtured the Assembly to order an offering for the re�lief of “superannuated ministers” and their families, and in 1858 the presbytery ordered an annual collec�tion in all the churches to assist such ministers and their loved ones.


� William Mumford Baker (1825-1883), followed his older brother and minister father in the path that led to ordination through study at Princeton. He graduated from Princeton College in 1846, spent one year at Holly Springs in private study of theology with his father, and entered Princeton Seminary in 1847. He was ordained in 1853 after further study at Columbia Seminary in South Carolina. He followed his father’s ex�ample as a frontier missionary, serving churches in Batesville, Ark., and Galveston, Tex., before going to the Daniel Baker Memorial Church at Austin, Tex., where he was pastor from 1850 to 1865. There his min�istry was marked by heroic loyalty to the U. S. flag. He was arrested by confederate soldiers and forced to take their oath of allegiance at gunpoint. This pastorate was followed by service at Zanesville, Ohio, New�buryport, Mass., and at Boston’s Fourth Presbyterian Church, where he was a literary associate of Oliver Wendell Holmes. The author of twelve books, Baker concluded his ministry at Philadelphia’s South Pres�by�terian Church (1881-1883). Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 79-80.


� The presbytery not only paid the expenses of commissioners to the General Assembly but also ordered its other ministerial members to supply the pulpit of the minister who performed this duty. From the number of Sundays involved it is clear that travel to and from the Assembly in this era before the railroads were built was a lengthy and oft-difficult affair. 


� Bethany Church, organized in 1840, is situated between the communities of Paden and Tishomingo in Tisho�mingo County. The name Paden, or as old records spell it, Peden, is inextricably interwoven with the name Bethany. In the register of elders of the Bethany Church, through eighty-five years of existence, nine of the seventeen elders were Padens, all descended from a family deriving from the church at Fairview, South Carolina, their ancestral home. The church was organized in 1840 by the Rev’d James B. Stafford, with seven members and two elders. Its original house of worship was a crude log cabin. With the coming of the Illi�nois Central Railroad, the congregation gradually became inactive as new towns came into being and mem�bers moved away. A new church was built in 1936 and a small congregation continued to worship there for several decades. Bethany Church was dissolved by Presbytery January 18, 1972. A church build�ing and ceme�tery are preserved at the congregation’s old meeting ground. Ida Bradsher Gilbert, History of Presb�y�ter�ian�ism in Old Tisho�mingo County, Mis�sis�sippi, 1836-1936 (n.p., n.p., n.d.), 18-20. See Mrs Lyle M. Mc�Donald, “History of the Iuka Presbyterian Church,” unpublished paper (dated c. 1970), in the historical files of the St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center. 


� This congregation, whose name is spelled variously in the minutes of Presbytery, was located at or near a post office called Ragsdalesland. It is possible the congregation was related to or a predecessor of the con�gregation known as Hope, which was organized in Yalobusha County in 1852. Graves, 12, 14.


� In 1845, the General Assembly had sought to settle a long-running controversy, ruling that slave owner�ship was not a bar to Christian communion, nor was the holding of slaves in itself a matter for church cen�sure. That same year the Presbytery of Ohio had laid an overture before the Assembly asking, “Is bap�tism in the Church of Rome valid?” After a full discussion, carried through several days, the Assembly de�cided by a nearly unanimous vote that baptism so administered was not valid. This decision came to be disre�garded over time, and so forms an example of church law that has been invalidated by disuse. Subse�quent amend�ments to and declaratory statements concerning the pope and the Roman Church, moreover, elimi�nated the theological premise on which the 1845 General Assembly decision was based. Other than exhor�tations to slave owners to see to the spiritual training of their servants, this is the only mention of the spirit�ual questions surrounding the “peculiar institution” to be found in the records contained in these pages. This minute also marks one of a relatively few instances—other than exhortations commending stricter Sab�bath observance and various spiritual and devotional disciplines—that the presbytery lauded an action of its superior governing body.


� Josiah Osgood Fulton was clerk of session in his congregation—the first in the history of the congregation now known as Zion Presbyterian Church. The family came to Mississippi from old Zion Church, in Maury County, Tenn. Osgood and his three wives rest in the old cemetery there.


� Approval of a session’s records was not automatic, and in at least one case, a book was sent back with the notation that the minute book was “deficient.” Once the Synod chastised the presbytery for failing at a par�ticular meeting to record deficiencies in the record keeping of the various sessions.


� American Presbyterians have debated various issues concerning human sexual relationships for a century and a half. This particular question arose out of actions taken to discipline a minister elsewhere in the Gen�eral Assembly who had married his deceased wife’s sister (see ahead to presbytery minutes, p. 215)—an action forbidden in the doctrinal standards of the church. The presbytery sent an overture to the General Assembly upon the subject.


� At its meeting at Holly Springs, October 30, 1846, the synod approved a recommendation to consent to the erection by the General Assembly of a new synod, “to be formed of the territories of Chickasaw, Arkansas and Indian Presbyteries—to be united with the Presbytery of Western District—Tennessee—to be called the Synod of Memphis.” Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 30, 1846): 90. In 1847 the four presbyteries were set off and formed the Synod of Memphis, and in 1851, the Synod of Texas was carved from its jurisdiction. The next year the Synod of Arkansas was formed from the territory of the Synod of Mississippi had ceded to the Synod of Memphis. Finally, in 1901, the Synod of Louisiana was set apart from the Synod of Mississippi, and at that time the presbyteries em�bracing north and east Mississippi were realigned, so that when in 1909 the churches in Amite and Wilkinson Counties were transferred from the jurisdiction of the Synod of Louisiana, Mississippi’s synod and presbytery lines finally coincided with the state boundaries. Grafton, 113, 115.


� This church, organized with seventeen members, was the ancestor of the present Saltillo Presbyterian Church. Many of the members came from the Abbeville District of South Carolina. The first church, made of logs stood on land belonging to James Waugh Kyle. John A. Kimmons, who was pastor in the period 1859-1871, also taught school in the church building. The original building was replaced in 1855, which structure was used until 1890 when the congregation purchased the interest of the Cumberland Presby�terians in a building known as the Union Church in Saltillo. The church name was changed to Sal�tillo in 1915 and the present church erected the following year. Thomas Means rendered important service to the presbytery over many years as an elder-commissioner from his church. See Margaret Edwin Wilson Long, “History of Hebron Presbyterian Church, Saltillo, Miss.,” typescript copy in historical files of St Andrew Pres�bytery Resource Center.


� This church was the first congregation organized by Chickasaw Presbytery in the terri�tory popularly known as the Mississippi Delta. It was represented in Presbytery by a ruling elder named William Elder. The presbytery met at Coahoma Church, October 12, 1848. There is no record of its dissolution, but the name does not appear in the records after 1851. Graves, 12.


� The change in nomenclature represents a cessation of argument with members of the high church party in the Episcopal communion—Presbyterians having adopted the use of the term “bishop” as a sign of their rejection of a distinction between presbyters and bishops and to insist that their ministers, also being bish�ops, were properly equipped to receive members into the church, even though the parish clergy of the Epis�copal Church were not. It was the refusal of some Episcopalians in the era previous to recognize the valid�ity of Presbyterian orders that had occasioned this defensive behavior on the part of Calvinist clergy.


� Franklin Patton (1820-1895), was born in Washington County, Mo., and attended Marshall College (1844), Western Theological Seminary (1847-1848), and was licensed and ordained by Chickasaw Presby�tery, where he served as pastor of Hopewell and Lebanon Churches (1848-1851), and later as stated supply at Sarepta and Lebanon (1851-1857). He spent the next two years as pastor in Cape Girardeau, Mo., return�ing to Chickasaw Presbytery to serve Hopewell and Lebanon churches again (1859-1871), then serving as pastor at Tupelo (1872-1880), along with service as stated supply at Zion and Corinth during part of this period. He then crossed the Mississippi to serve at Helena, Clarendon, and Holly Grove, and died at Darda�nelle, Ark., in March 1895. He was awarded the Doctor of Divinity by the University of Mississippi in 1874. Min�isterial Directory, 560.


� Such use of the term “lay representation” is puzzling, given the Presbytery’s early defense of its form of government over against Episcopalians. Whereas the canons of the Episcopal Church make clear reference to the clergy and laity as separate orders, each with a role to play in the government of the Church, the Presbyterian Church is governed exclusively by presbyters, distinguished by a difference their functions, “ruling” and “teaching,” but not in their office. Theologians such as James Henley Thornwell (1812-1862) of Columbia Theological Seminary in South Carolina explicated the doctrine of the parity of teaching and ruling elders in some detail during this period.


� Before the emergence of standard colleges with an accredited curriculum, presbyteries had to satisfy them�selves as to the scholarly qualifications and attainments of their probationers for the ministry. As typi�cally the most learned member of a rural community in the pioneer era, a Presbyterian minister was ex�pected to be a scholarly person, and so knowledge of English literature, mathematics and philosophy, as well as the natural sciences, was considered a foundational prerequisite for entry into the specialized stud�ies of scriptural exegesis and theology. Knowledge of the Bible’s content in English translation was assu�med. Courses on the actual content of the Bible were not added in either collegiate or seminary curric�ula until the late nineteenth century. Knowledge of the arts and sciences was also essential in the pioneer set�ting that nineteenth century Mississippi was, because in addition to their preaching duties, Presbyterian ministers of that era often kept a school. Hence, the examinations in algebra and astronomy before Presby�tery detailed elsewhere in these minutes!


� A similar minute, authorized by the Rev’d Messrs J. B. Stafford and Daniel Baker, was adopted in the ses�sions of the Synod of Mississippi. Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 31, 1846): 94.


� Presbyterians in the present era may be surprised to learn that members of their communion once prayed for revivals, as did Methodists and Baptists. The protracted meeting was not simply a creature of American revivalism; it had its roots in the commun�ion seasons of the Scottish covenanters. See Leigh Eric Schmidt, Holy Fairs: Scottish Communions and American Revi�vals in the early Modern Period (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989): 50-68. But as time went on, the sacrament’s centrality to the occasions became much attenuated. Further, although Old School Presbyter�ians did pray for revival, they generally eschewed the “new measures” and emotionalism associated with revivals promoted by other communions. Old School Presbyterians were scrupulous to see that dignity characterized their evangelistic services, so that any conviction which might arise would be from the Holy Spirit and not the result of temporary excitement. A pastoral letter issued by the General Assembly in 1832 warned ministers and church members against “undue excitement,” “bodily agitations and noisy outcries,” and “every species of indecorum” in worship and urged against hearing “self-sent or irregular preachers” or preaching inconsistent with the church’s doctrinal standards. The Presbyterian denomination had divided in 1837 into Old and New Schools, with much controversy over revivalism. Evangelists such as Charles G. Finney (1792-1875) promoted what critics condemned as unscriptural “new measures.” Frustrated by criticism, Finney (a Congregationalist minister) declared that “there was a jubilee in hell” every year about the time of the Presbyterian General Assembly. In 1849 the Old School Assembly urged the church to seek a “pure revival” of religion, not by adopting “new expedients,” but by utilizing the proper means indicated in the Bible: prayer, fasting, alms-giving, and religious conversation. Old School Presbyterians were careful to see that conversion came by means of intelligent appeal, rather than through psychological inducements, such as the “anxious seat” or emotional singing. They abhorred the “animal excitement” associated with meetings of other churches. Preach�ing, regarded as the primary means of grace, was made the center of the protracted services, but prayer meetings and “inquiry sessions” were sometimes used. See Anne C. Loveland, “Presbyterians and Re��vivalism in the Old South,” Journal of Presbyterian History 57 (Spring 1979): 36-49.


� A stalwart member of Presbytery, responsible for much of its home missions development in the northeast quadrant, Leroy B. Gaston was born in Pendleton, S. C. 1807, and after residing for some years in Mem�phis, licensed (1839) and ordained (1842) by Tombeckbee Presbytery, where he served Smyrna, Louisville, Bethsalem, and Lebanon Churches (1843-1845). He served at College Hill for a decade (1846-1856); he organized the First Presbyterian Church of Corinth (1858), also establishing and heading Corona College there (1858-1861). During the Civil War years he was pastor of the church at Enterprise, Miss., later serv�ing New Hope Church at Biggersville (1866-1868), and afterward churches at Pascagoula, Miss., Claren�don, Ark., Collierville, Tenn., Osceola, Ark, and Helena, Ark., where he died, January 7, 1878. He served as Chickasaw Presbytery’s second stated clerk (1854-1856). Ministerial Directory, 243.


� Samuel Irwin Reid (1819-1899), was born at Elizabethtown, Pa., and graduated with a master’s degree from Washington and Jefferson College in Pennsylvania in 1845. He studied at Western Theological Semi�nary in Pittsburg and was ordained by Transylvania Presbytery in Kentucky (1846). Coming to Mississippi, he served first as minister of the Oxford and Hopewell Churches (1846-1848), as well as Panola Church (1849-1853), before undertaking home mission work for the Presbytery in 1854. At various times he served the Philadelphia (Red Banks) Church, Hudsonville, Waterford, and Chulahoma Churches. He also taught in Chalmers Institute (1855-1869), a boys’ school in Holly Springs with close ties to the Presbyterian Church. He was stated supply at Water Valley (1880-1882), later serving churches at Forrest City, Cotton Plant, Lon�oke and Des Arc, Arkansas. Ministerial Directory, 602; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 103-104.


� Presbyterian polity made no provision in that day for the administration of baptism by any other than a fully ordained minister. Their theology not regarding the sacrament as necessary to salvation, it was deemed that no provision need be made for “emergency” situations such as the one that seems to have been in view here. Nevertheless, the beliefs of others sometimes alarmed Presbyterian parents, who plead for the administration of the sacrament to a sickly or dying infant, even when no properly ordained clergyman was available. Even so, the violation of this baptismal taboo was not regarded as so calamitous as to bar a licen�tiate from ordination.


� Minutes from the College Hill session book describe the occasion, which also included the dedication of the congregation’s impressive new brick church, took place, December 12, 1846: “College congregation met by previous appointment on Saturday morning, the Presbytery having adjourned from Oxford to Col�lege Church. The services were offered by the Rev’d. Daniel Baker with a prayer of dedication of the Church to the Service of Almighty God, and after an appropriate discourse by him from Rev. 19th [Chapter] 6th [verse], the pastoral relation between Rev’d. L. B. Gaston and this Church was duly and regularly formed. Rev’d. D. Baker presiding and propounding the questions, Rev’d. A. Johnson delivering the charge to the Pastor and Rev’d A. W. Young to the congregation.” Lee, 4-5.


� The grandson of Revolutionary War hero, the Rev’d David Caldwell, Andrew Harper Caldwell (1814-1899), was born in the neighborhood of Sugar Creek Church, Charlotte, N. C., where his father, the Rev’d Samuel Craighead Caldwell served a thirty-six year pastorate and conducted a well-known classical acad�emy. He attended Centre College in Kentucky and Ohio University, receiving his theological education at Union Theological Seminary in Virginia (1836-1838). He was licensed in Concord Presbytery (N.C.) and ordained in Bethel Presbytery (S.C.), serving churches in South Carolina (1840-1846). He came to Missis�sippi, first serving as minister in Phila�del�phia Church (1847-1854), from which location he organized the Corinth (Byhalia) Church in 1852, serving also as its minister (1852-1853), then as stated supply at Lamar and Hudsonville (1855-1859). He took great interest in the Synodical College at LaGrange, Tenn., and was a member of its original board of trustees. He was a commissioner to the constituting General Assembly of the Confederate Church in Augusta, Ga., in December, 1861. As president of the board, he struggled to keep the college together during the Civil War, and obtained from the government $25,000 in damages for prop�erty destroyed by Federal soldiers while camped at LaGrange. During this period, Caldwell served at the Sardis, Panola, Bethesda, and Mt. Paran Churches (1862-1872). In later years he lived on a farm and served at Bethesda (now Senatobia), Long Creek, Tunica and other points (1873-1896). As the senior min�is�ter in North Mississippi Presbytery, he was called in 1888 to prepare a history of the presbytery which was published in its minutes. He died at Senatobia, April 28, 1899 and is buried in the Bethesda Cemetery at the site of the original Presbyterian Church which he served. Grafton, 399-401, Ministerial Directory, 103-04; Historical Sketch of the Senatobia Presbyterian Church, 1848-1948 (Senatobia: Senatobia Pres�by��terian Church, 1948); Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 126-27, 134.


� A conflict having earlier arisen in the congregation with a minority wishing to organize a congregation more convenient to their residence, the presbytery exercised its responsibility, set forth in the Form of Gov�ern�ment, “to visit particular churches, for the purpose of inquiring into their state, and redressing the evils that may have arisen within them.” C. W. Grafton relates the story of the church’s troubles. “After some years the Spring Hill congregation decided to remove the church to a more accessible point. For the new church building they selected a point on the Pontotoc and Tupelo Road [today’s Mississippi Highway 6]….But…a dissension arose about the location of the building spot in the congregation. Some wanted the church to remain at the old point and the contention became so sharp that fourteen members asked to be dis�missed as a colony to another place. This request was refused by the session. This was a great blow at the prosperity of the church. But it is a very difficult matter to make all people see alike. The new building was completed in 1848. In the year 1855, the church was blown down by a storm which swept through Pontotoc and was known as the “Mallet Storm.” See Grafton, 522-24.


� Oscar Fitzallen Rogers was born at Mooresville, Ala., January 25, 1824, and received his education at Centre College in Kentucky and Danville Presbyterian Theological Seminary (also in Kentucky). He was licensed (1855) and ordained (1857) by Chickasaw Presbytery, serving as pastor of Unity Church (1857-1869, and also stated supply of Providence (1859-1869) and Zion (1859). He was pastor at Booneville (1869-1875), also serving as stated supply at Ebenezer and Bethany during part of this time. He then served churches in Central Texas Presbytery (1876-1880), and died in 1893 or 1894. Ministerial Directory, 619.


� Presbyterians took the early lead in the South, founding schools and colleges for the education of their youth. The Presbyterian Church early maintained a college in Mississippi. Oakland College, located among the sweeping green hills of Claiborne County, was incorporated December 3, 1830, by the Rev’d Jeremiah Chamberlain, D.D. (1794-1851), a Presbyterian from Pennsylvania and former president of Centre College, another Presbyterian institution, in Danville, Ky. In the winter of 1831, Oakland College received a charter from the state of Mississippi and two years later conferred its first degree, believed to have been the first Bach�elor of Arts granted by a male college south of the Tennessee River. For a time Oakland College was owned by the Presbytery of Mississippi, after which it was transferred to the Synod. The campaign for a theological professorship in North Mississippi was one of several furtive attempts to establish a wider venue for Presbyterian theo�logical education in Mississippi. A chair in theology had been endowed at Oakland College in 1837 by a gift of $20,000, so that for a time Oakland was the only seat of formal Prot�est�ant theological education anywhere in the Mississippi Valley. In the 1850s, the col�lege possessed a large main building which included a chapel, resi�dences for the president and professors, thirty cottages for stu�dents, two halls for literary societies, and a library of four thousand books. The col�lege prospered until Chamberlain was assassinated September 5, 1851, outside his home by a dis�gruntled supporter of slavery, after he had delivered a sermon criticizing slaveholding in the college chapel. The college closed after the firing upon Fort Sumter, and, following the Civil War, it was sold due to debt. In 1872, the state purchased it for a school for the freed slaves, naming it for Mississippi’s reconstruction governor, James L. Alcorn, who signed the bill chartering the institution. The chapel, president’s home and several other buildings form the historic center of the present campus of Alcorn State University, near Lorman, Miss., and the chapel there stands as one of the important examples of early nineteenth century Presby�terian Church architecture. Allen Cabaniss, “The Martyrs of Mississippi,” Religion in the Making 3 (November 1936): 51-52; Mrs. Samuel M. Newell Jr., “Dr. Jeremiah Chamberlain and Oakland College,” Journal of Mis�sissippi History 20 (1958): 129-39; Margaret DesChamps Moore, “Re��ligion in Mississippi in 1860,” Journal of Mississippi History 22 (1960): 226; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 11-12.


� The presbytery was not reticent to assert is prerogative to see that the churches conformed to basic stan�dards for recordkeeping. Several years later the book belonging to the Ebenezer Church session on the ground that it was judged “defective.”


� There are many instances in which churches made use of the local school for services or meetings when the school was more accessible. Of course, the school in question was privately operated, so questions of “church and state” would not have arisen. The Presbyterians at Hudsonville, Miss., often met in the cozy confines of the local school during periods of inclement weather when the unpaved road to their historic, though poorly heated old church was a sea of muck well into the middle years of the twentieth century.


� Mark Noll has remarked that “No other organized promoter of values, no other generator of print, no other source of popular music or compelling public imagery, no other comforter (and agitator) of internal life—none came anywhere close to the organized strength of the evangelical churches in the three-quarters of a century after the dawn of the republic.” Noll asserts further, that al�though the Presbyterians were a numer�i�cal minority, along with Episco�pal�ians, their “leadership in educa�tion and publishing meant that their views were exceedingly well known.” America’s God, 197, 176.


� In the generation preceding the Civil War, church leaders became increasingly concerned over what they sensed to be the growing secularization of education. Debates arose over whether Presbyterians ought to join other denomi�nations in sustaining public schools or whether they should establish parochial schools under their exclusive control. In 1847, the General Assembly adopted a strong resolution favoring the estab�lishment of church schools. In time, however, most nineteenth century Presbyterians came to support the idea of public education for all. See Lewis J. Sherrill, Presbyterian Parochial Schools, 1846-1870 (New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 1932); Presbyterians in the South, 1:479-87. 


� During this period, except in extraordinary situations, ministers were required to have a theological educa�tion, although they did not have to attend a seminary to obtain it. Ministerial directories of the era often note that certain persons had “studied theology privately”—that is under the tutelage of a learned person and at the direction of Presbytery. Most candidates did pursue at least a year’s course in a standard theo�logi�cal seminary of the Church. See Elwyn A. Smith, The Presbyterian Ministry in American Culture: A Study in Changing Concepts, 1700-1900 (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1962).


� It is not known whether in fact the Presbyterians had a church building of their own in Chulahoma in this period. Certainly the thanks tendered here indicate the sort of “grass roots” ecumenism that existed well before the organized ecumenical efforts of the twentieth century got under way. 


� Willington, it will be remembered, was an ancestor of the Church at Charleston.


� Lamar Church, located in a community named for M. B. Lamar, president of the Republic of Texas (1838-1841), was near a thriving school which brought people to the community. From earliest times the congregation usually shared a minister with Hudsonville, which congregation the Lamar Church eventually absorbed. Built to serve planters in the northeastern quadrant of what was then Marshall County, about five miles north of Hudsonville, it attracted uncommonly well-qualified preachers due to the wealth and culti�vation of its congregation. The little church was dissolved September 14, 1866, in the aftermath of the Civil War. The region had seen heavy losses from repeated troop movements. However, the church was re�organ�ized in 1907 at a location along the railroad tracks about a mile east of the original church site and ceme�tery. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 126, 233, 433-34


� The congregation, located in the vicinity of Horn Lake, Miss. was small and was renamed Ebenezer, April 13, 1854. It was dissolved in 1867.


� The immigration of large numbers of Irish and German Catholics to the U. S. in the period from 1830-1860 made differences between Catholics and Protestants an important ecclesiastical as well as political is�sue. The failed liberal revolutions of 1848 in Europe were charged against Pope Pius IX, who was re�garded as an opponent of liberty. American Presbyterians were among those who were susceptible to fears that this massive immigration inspired. Of course, the center of interest and activity lay far to the north of the Chick�asaw Presbytery in Mississippi. Still, agents of the American Protestant Society found a ready hearing in the rural South. In 1845 the opposition to Catholicism and European Catholic immigration gave rise to a nativist American political movement called the Native American Party, nicknamed by its critics the Know-Nothing Party. The name derived from an answer that participants in the semi-secret organiza�tion were supposed to give questioners from the outside, “I know nothing.” The governing bodies of the Pres�byterian Church having recently called into question the validity of Roman Catholic baptism, the prej�udice was covered by a con�cern for “a spirit of prayer” and the ‘personal conversion” of the Roman Cath�olic pop�ulation.


� The ongoing dispute in this congregation continued to occupy the Presbytery’s attention, and perhaps to facilitate its inquiry, the next meeting of the presbytery was scheduled to be held in that community.


� The Rev’d Archibald McQueen had appealed a decision of the Presbytery of Fayetteville in North Caro�lina, by which he had been suspended from the ministry, based on declarations in the Levitical code, for mar�rying the sister of his deceased wife. (The 1845 General Assembly recommended that Mr McQueen, hav�ing been punished by suspension from his office for a period of three years, be restored to his ministry, which was done.) See Baird’s Digest, 194.


� Although some number John Calvin among the fathers of modern democratic thought, Presbyterianism in America has always lived somewhat uneasily with the increasing tendency toward honor of “majority rule” and the older ideas of rule by a governing elite, namely the elders gathered in the courts of the church. However, the inexorable trend since the 1770s has been toward an increasing democratization of the Church. In this case, the elders used their authority to enjoin submission to the will of the congregational majority, but a few months later, the elders reversed course and acceded to the pleas of the minority. In neither case, however, did the principles of pure democracy prevail. See Nathan O. Hatch, The Democrat�ization of American Christianity (New Haven: Yale Univer�sity Press, 1989).


� This meeting was held in connection with the completion of a new church building, marking the reloca�tion of old Spring Hill Church to its present site, with the subsequent change of the congregation’s name, granted by Presbytery in these minutes, to Zion. The church, still a center of its semi-rural community, stands on Mississippi Highway 6, several miles west of Tupelo. The historic church building, albeit much remodeled, still serves its congregation down to the present day.


� The neighborhood was located several miles southeast of Senatobia, near the present Tate-Panola County line. To-day the community is centered around a historic Methodist congregation there, whose antebellum church, built around 1856, is still in use. The small Presbyterian congregation was dissolved in 1856 and the members organized into a church in the town of Sardis, Miss. Graves, 12.


� Organized by the Rev’d A. H. Caldwell, the first church was surrounded by a cemetery, which after the church was moved to its present location on Main Street, became the city cemetery in 1924. The building was a simple, one-room structure also used as a school. In 1852, the congregation took the name Bethesda, but was renamed Senatobia in 1886. Historical Sketch of the Senatobia Presbyterian Church, 1848-1948 (Senatobia: Senatobia Presbyterian Church, 1948).


� Having first asked the two factions in the congregation to worship together for six months, presbytery finally exercised its power given in the Form of Government “to unite or divide congregations, at the re�quest of the people,” to grant a division. The new church was named Harmony.


� P. F. Witherspoon, whose essay “The Fruitage of Old Zion Church in Pontotoc County, Miss.,” forms an early and important source of information on the Presbyterian history not only of that congregation but for the Church in North Mississippi, gives a memorable portrait of the church and its environs. “In the beauti�ful grove around Zion was the camp-ground, the tents (tabernacles), enclosing the church on both sides and presenting a picture never to be forgotten. Among the preachers that met with us there we recall Gaston, Patton, Gray of Ripley; Gray of the Female College, LaGrange, Tenn., Waddel, Chancellor of the State University, and that trio of immortal pioneers, ‘Father Stuart,’ ‘Parson Frierson,’ and ‘Col. John Miller.’ [see the next note below]. “The first of these, for ever fifty years had given his life to the Indians. The last had crowned himself with honor in the Mexican War, and that over, had started out on a bright political career, when God’s Spirit laid hold on him, and he was made to cry: ‘Woe is unto me if I preach not the Gospel.’ These three men linked their influence together and associated their memories together in devel�op�ing the spiritual interests of Northern Mississippi as perhaps no other three have ever done. We once had a visit from Dr. [James Henley] Thornwell [pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, head of the institution which became the University of South Carolina, and professor Theology in the theological seminary], of Columbia, S.C. His sermons at Zion will never be forgotten.”


� This was the congregation, presumably in the vicinity of Zion Church, which resulted from the division in the former congregation previously discussed in these notes.


� After a lengthy process of examination, John Henry Miller, was licensed and ordained by Presbytery in October 1850, to serve the Willington Church, where he preached in 1850-51. He then served the Pontotoc and Harmony Churches from 1852, until his death at the hands of Federal soldiers in the spring of 1863. Ministerial Directory, 501.


� In 1848, Daniel Baker, who had made Holly Springs his base for several wide-ranging missionary tours, moved to Texas permanently, establishing numerous congregations and helping to found the Presbyterian institution now known as Austin College. Baker was an indefatiguable preacher and fund-raiser, and by providing an outpost for his wide-ranging work over the course of eight years, Chickasaw Presbytery could claim with some validity through Baker’s work a stake in the extension of Church into Texas and beyond. Describing the life of the church in the era before the Civil War, Southern Presbyterian historian Ernest Trice Thompson wrote of Baker that “no Southern preacher, so far as is known, won more converts for the church.” Presbyterians in the South, 1:429. Baker died December 10, 1857. On his tombstone in Austin are words he wished to have placed on his grave: “Here lies Daniel Baker, Preacher of the Gospel, A Sinner Saved by Grace.” Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 108-10, 387. Daniel Baker’s son William published his father’s memoirs, The Life and Labours of the Rev. Daniel Baker, D.D., Pastor and Evangelist (Phila�delphia: Wm. S. & Alfred Mar�tien, 1858), and his ministry has been chronicled in several collections describ�ing the lives of note�worthy Presbyterian ministers. Cf. Henry S. Little, “Rev. Daniel Baker, D.D.,” The Church at Home and Abroad (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication, [1895]): 103-108; Henry Alexander White, “Dan�iel Baker, Evangelist of the South and Southwest,” Southern Presbyterian Leaders (New York: Neale, 1911): 273-79; John Miller Wells, “Daniel Baker, The Evangelist,” Southern Presby�terian Worthies (Rich��mond: Presbyterian Committee of Publication, 1936): 77-104; Benjamin Rice Lacy Jr., Revivals in the Midst of Years (Richmond: John Knox, 1942): 22, 45, 90-93, 100-04, 148.


� Born in County Antrim, Ireland, March 19, 1807, McKinney had immigrated with his family in 1812 to settle in Philadelphia, Pa. He studied at the University of Pennsylvania, where he changed his field of study from medicine to theology. For a time he served a church in Illinois and did missionary work among the Indians and backwoods settlers. He then preached and taught in Shelby County, Tenn., after which he de�voted his entire time to teaching. During his time in Tennessee he taught in Denmark Academy and was president of West Tennessee College at Jackson. Daniel Baker brought McKinney to Holly Springs to head Chalmers Institute, a school for boys with close ties to the local Presbyterian Church. On December 6, 1849, Presbytery granted a letter of dismission and McKinney moved to Texas to serve at Austin College, a Presbyterian institution, chartered November 22, 1849 at Baker’s aegis, with Baker’s friend Gen. Sam Hous��ton serving as a member of the board. At the laying of the cornerstone for the college, June 24, 1851, McKinney gave the dedicatory address, with Houston holding an umbrella over his head. McKinney died in Texas in 1879 or 1880. William Stuart Red, A History of the Presbyterian Church in Texas (Austin: Steck, 1936): 1-10, 28-40; Richard B. Hughes, “Old School Presbyterians: East�ern Invaders of Texas, 1830-1865,” South�west�ern Historical Quarterly 53 (April 1950): 386-403; Ministerial Directory, 473; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 103, 108.


� The location of this short-lived congregation is not known, but it is thought to have been located in that region of the Mississippi Delta that was set off as Coahoma County. The presbytery no doubt wished to encourage the tiny congregation by meeting in its community. 


� The church was formed in a part of Lee County which before the boundaries were realigned lay in Ponto�toc County. The congregation was dissolved in 1887.


� Also known as Center Point, the congregation was dissolved, A[ro; 15, 1876 and the members transferred to Graysport. Graves, 13.


� As will be seen, this church lay near the line dividing the states of Tennessee and Mississippi. Having earlier been located further north, the congregation had been moved to a location in DeSoto County, within the bounds of Chickasaw Presbytery in Mississippi and was subsequently transferred into its jurisdiction. Also referred to as Edmiston, the church cemetery is preserved in Southaven on Stateline Rd., just west of its interchange with Interstate 55. Edmonson Church was the ancestor of the Presbyterian Church in White�haven, Tenn. The congregation was returned to the jurisdiction of Memphis Presbytery, April 23, 1891, Graves, 13. See David Ragland Davis, ed., Edmonston Presbyterian Church (1844-1930), DeSoto County, Mississippi (prv. pub., 1994). Copy in historical files St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center.


� Sidney Smith Gill (1829-1907), was born at Brownsville, Tenn., and received his bachelor of arts from the University of Mississippi (1854. He studied at Danville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Kentucky (1857), and was licensed (1857) and ordained (1859) by North Mississippi Presbytery. He served the Sena�tobia and Sardis group (1857-1860), after which he served at Hickory With and Macon, Tenn. (1860-1905, and passed away at Oakland, Tenn., January 13, 1907. Ministerial Directory, 249.


� This note comes as a reminder that the Synod of Memphis, of which the Chickasaw Presbytery was a part included the state of Arkansas as well as the churches of West Tennessee.


� John N. Waddel, D.D., LL.D. (1812-1895) was a native of Willington, S. C., the eldest son of the Rev’d Moses Waddel, who conducted a famous academy that educated many of the settlers who came to North Mississippi. Waddel came to Oxford (1849-1857), to serve the nascent University of Mississippi, as well as the Oxford Church. See James Allen Cabaniss, The University of Mississippi: Its First Hundred Years (Hat�tiesburg: University and College Press of Mississippi, 1971).


� Lewis McNeely (1814-1892), was born in Rowan County, N. C. He attended Washington College of Vir�ginia and Princeton Theological Seminary (1844-1848). He was stated supply at Ooktookalopha and Centre Churches (1849-1850), after which he served many churches in West Tennessee and Arkansas. Ministerial Directory, 486.


� A pattern will be noticed whereby the minister appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon is often absent or begs leave to postpone the duty. As presbytery meetings had many sermons, the reluctance does not seem to be over the exercise of preaching per se. But given the fact that there appears to have been absolutely no theological squabbling or accusation of heresy against any of the members, the reluctance may have stem�med from the difficulty of doing the research in old the old Latin tomes that frontier ministers may not have possessed in their personal libraries than by any fear that the sermon’s content would have stirred contro�versy. Still, the statements of doctrine in the Confession of Faith and Catechisms, along with the proof texts provided would seem to have provided a sufficient base to work from, and inexpensive pam�phlet sermons on the subjects typically assigned for the Doctrinal Sermons are known to have been widely circulated in that era. The dilemma perhaps represents the fact that although all doubtless accepted the Westminster Standards at face value, Presbyterian preaching in North Mississippi was not then particularly focused on setting forth doctrinal themes with a polemic bias, but on evangelistic appeals calculated to enlarge the Church.


� A collection of these volumes may still be seen in the Holly Springs Presbyterian Church historical room. They formed the nucleus of the first church library. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 286.


� This was likely James A. Sloan who served Mt. Carmel Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church in north�west Marshall County from 1846 to 1862. Sloan, who eventually came into the U. S. Church, authored a scholarly defense of slavery which was circulated among planters such as those who made up his congre�gation in Marshall County. He hailed from the Fairfield District in South Carolina, from which so many of the settlers in the region also came. He was born about 1817 and graduated in the first class from Erskine College in 1842, after which he attended the Theological Seminary of the Associate Reformed Church, also at Erskine College. He was minister of the Hudsonville Church (1867) and also served the PCUS congre�gation at Collierville, Tenn. (1866-1868). Ministerial Directory, 656; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 131-32.


� W. E. Chittenden, whose unhappy tenure distressed members of Chickasaw Presbytery, was born about 1808. After his time of membership in the Chickasaw Presbytery, he was reported in the membership of the Buffalo, N.Y., Presbytery, followed by service in the Knoxville (PCUS) Presbytery, at Cleveland, Tenn., and again in the USA Church at Cleveland, Ohio, where he died in February 1880. Ministerial Directory, 130.


� Richard Ellis Sherrill (1816-1897), was born in Lincoln (now Catawba) County, N. C., and received his education at Davidson College and Columbia Theological Seminary. He served the Harmony and Pontotoc churches after which he was dismissed to the Presbytery of Western District, where he served several churches, after�ward going to Kentucky and Texas for the remainder of his career.


� Whereas governing bodies of the present era seek to include members from a diversity of geographic lo�ca�tions, in the era under review, difficulties in transportation and communication meant that physical proximity was the higher value in determining who should serve on a presbytery committee.


� This note serves as a reminder of what methods of transportation were available to the church’s servants in this era. As late as 1934, the Rev’d George L. Bitzer of Holly Springs performed his wide-ranging pasto�ral duties without the ownership of a car.


� As was often the case, the cause for the dissolution of the pastoral relation seems to have been the inabil�ity or unwillingness of the congregation to meet the financial responsibilities set forth in the minister’s terms of call (See the case of J. H. Miller and Lebanon Church, Minutes of Chickasaw Presbytery, Sept�ember 28-30, 1854, or the case of W. V. Frierson and Zion Church, Minutes of Chickasaw Presbytery (October 24, 1857.)


� Ministers sometimes declined calls even when appointments for their installation had been made. Angus Johnson’s determination to decline this call underscores the seriousness of the bond which was established by formal installation of a pastor in a particular congregation—a bond which was not lightly entered into or dissolved.


� At least two ministers in the presbytery owned slaves, including the Rev’d Daniel L. Gray of Hudsonville, and the Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart of Monroe Church near Pontotoc. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 159-60.


� The sessional record at College hill contains the following notes dated March 18, 1854, “1st, resolved that we as a Church and congregation most heartily approve and promise the Rev’d. A. Enloe all proper encour�agement and assistance in the oral & ministerial instruction of our slaves at College Church. 2nd, resolved that we as a congregation make the effort by subscription [to] raise the means to build near College Church an African Church where our slaves can be comfortably accommodated and instructed every Sabbath…” Lee, 18.


� This was a catechism for the instruction of slaves composed by the Rev’d Charles Colcock Jones (1804-1863), of Liberty County, Georgia. Presbyterians in the South, 1:439. 


� Unity Church is located about four miles east of Plantersville, Miss., and is surrounded by a peaceful cemetery. The church was moved to a site near Plan�ters�ville around 1900, but in 1935 the congregation elected to relocate the church to the original site. It now lies within the bounds of Lee County. Elizabeth N. Graves, et. al., Churches of St. Andrew (Oxford: Presbytery of St Andrew, 1989): 55. 


� The village of Sarepta is presently located in the northeastern quadrant of Calhoun County, on Missis�sippi Highway 9. The congregation was dissolved in 1879.


� A distinguished teacher from a family of teachers, Charles S. Dod was born in Elizabeth, N. J., May 15, 1814, the son of Daniel D. Dod, a builder of steamboats. He graduated from Princeton in 1833, and like so many, came south to further the church’s work on the growing frontier. He first served as principal of the male academy in Darien, Ga., Five years later he became a tutor in Franklin College (now the University of Georgia). He filled the chair of mathematics at Jefferson College, Canonsburg, Pa., until 1841, at which time he came south once more, and was ordained to the ministry, serving as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Augusta, Ga. (1842-1845). His brothers Albert Baldwin and William A. Dod were distinguished members of the faculty at Princeton, filling the chairs of architecture and mathematics, where they were advocates for the use of Gothic architecture in Presbyterian Churches. During his tenure in Holly Springs, Dod also taught in the town’s Female Institute. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 110.


� The congregation at Hudsonville was born in the cotton boom that swept North Mississippi in the 1830s. In the decade of the 1830s, the congregation which numbered 40, was the seventh largest Presbyterian Church in the area. Membership peaked under the ministry of Daniel Gray at 86 in 1844. A number of these communicants were slaves.


� Lemuel Murray (1808-1894) was born in Orange County, N. C., and received his education at the Univer�sity of North Carolina, Hampden-Sydney, and Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, and was ordained an evangelist by Morganton Presbytery in N. C. He did evangelistic work in Mississippi, serving at various points in Marshall County, including Hudsonville (1849-1856), later teaching and serving in supply rela�tion�ships with churches in Tennessee and Arkansas. He spent his last years in Texas. Ministerial Directory, 529.


� Quarrels among congregations seem mercifully to have been few, but when notice came to the presbytery, it dealt with the situation according to the responsibilities set forth for it in the Form of Government. 


� The Latin word instant, often abbreviated inst. was used to indicate a date in the current month.


� A letter from Judge Jeremiah W. Clapp, a prominent elder in the Holly Springs Church, to a relative in Augusta, Ga., the scene of Dod’s former pastorate, describing Dod’s initial visit and the events that led to his receiving a call, illustrates one way in which new engagements came to Presby�terian minis�ters of that era. Clapp wrote, “On my return home last month after an absence of some weeks down the River, I found a letter awaiting me from Cousin Harriet & her good man, introducing the Rev Mr Dod, who was on a tour in search of a more desirable field of usefulness than the one in which he had been employed in the north of Georgia. I regretted that I had not been at home when Mr Dod passed through, that I might have welcomed him as the friend of my friends, but was pleased to know that he had gone to Memphis and was expected to return in a few days. He did so, and I insisted upon taking him im�med�iately into custody, to which he made no resistance, & remained at my house a week in the bonds of hospitality, to which were afterwards added the chords [sic] of friendship & Christian affection. We were then negoti�ating for a Pastor with a minister resident in Kentucky but Mr Dod grew so greatly and so rapidly in my regards, that I deter�mined if it could possibly be effected without a breach of propriety & courtesy, to make a strenuous effort to secure him. I learned from him in conversation, that he might be induced to become our Pastor if the way was open, & I accordingly went to work in earnest. The difficulty which at first seemed a formidable one, was at last adjusted to the satisfaction of all, & I had the satisfac�tion of reporting to my friend that the con�gregation had given him a unanimous call. He favorably accepted it, & the next day was off for his family, with whom he returned some days since, & we are now busy in setting him to house-keeping. While among us now on a visit he preached for us some most admirable sermons & I have met with few gentlemen for whom I have formed as favorable an opinion as possessing the essen�tials for the highest ministerial useful�ness. He is easy and polished in his manner, simple and con�fiding in his social intercourse, endowed with a gifted and cultivated mind, & possesses as I believe of the crowning grace of meek and devout piety. I re�gard him as quite an acquisition in my point of view, to our community, as I told the congregation, think we have much reason for thankfulness to God in throwing him our way. I am much pleased with his grand lady & interesting family of children, & both she and Mr Dod say and seem to feel that we have [indecipher�able] claims upon each other, from the part of his being so long & intimately associ�ated with you all in Aug�usta.” Clapp goes on to say that “We gave him a salary of about 1,000, & in addition to this are about purchasing him a house.” Jeremiah Watson Clapp to Elvina S. Wat�son. (October 15, 1849).


� “Without title,” that is, without formal installation to a particular work.


� Heber Craft was a Holly Springs bookseller, a representative of J. B. Lippincott & Co., of Phila�delphia, Pa.


� This solemn act of ecclesiastical discipline was resorted to but seldom in the history of Mississippi Presbyterianism. No doubt Mr Davis’s contumacious attitude as well as his financial irresponsibility weighed in the decision. Unlike Roman Catholic excommunication, this punishment, still provided for in the Church’s Rules of Discipline, was seen as affecting only affairs in this world—the merciful God and Father of Jesus Christ being trusted to judge for the next.


� The Presbytery of Arkansas was until 1852 part of the Synod of which this presbytery was a part.


� J. W. C. Watson, a Holly Springs attorney and later a Confederate senator and trustee of the University of Mississippi—much active in Presbyterian affairs.


� During the 1840s, the larger churches in the presbytery were Ripley (110), Holly Springs (101), Spring Hill (95), College (92), Ocktookalopha (82), Lebanon (74), and Edmiston (72). Statistics from Wilson, 41.


� The attempt to have the presbytery boundaries changed to include all the counties of the Chickasaw Nation dragged on. The matter had been under negotiation almost since the formation of the presbytery. On October 31, 1846, the Synod of Mississippi had adopted the following report, “That by the action of the Synod of Mississippi in 1841, the Southern boundary [of the Chickasaw Presbytery] was established to be a line running from the north-east corner of Choctaw County due West to the Mississippi River, which por�tion remains unchanged to the present day…and your committee think it is inexpedient to change the bound�ary line as now existing.” Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 31, 1846): 95.


� This small congregation was located near the present town of Sardis in a fertile section of northern Panola County. The congregation was dissolved in 1856, with the coming of the railroad, the members having moved to Sardis and forming the nucleus for a church in that place. Graves, 12.


� Located in the Orrwood community southwest of Oxford, Sand Spring Church was organized when six�teen members of the Water Valley Church petitioned to be organized into a church closer to their place of residence. The petition was granted and the pastor, Angus Johnson and ruling elder John M. Phifer were appointed to organize the church on October 6, 1850. There were twenty-two charter members. The present church, a large frame structure with two doors that open onto aisles that divide the pews into three sections, is surrounded by a large cemetery, serving the entire neighborhood. The church was built in 1854. A hist�ory of the church is found in the Minutes of North Mississippi Presbytery, Fall 1925 meeting. Churches of St Andrew, 53.


� John Simpson Frierson (1825-1889), studied for the ministry under the presbytery’s supervision and was licensed by Chickasaw Presbytery in 1854, serving as stated supply of Hebron in 1855. He then served churches in and near Ashwood, Tenn., before moving to Alabama where he served a number of churches. His last ministry was at Columbia, Tenn., where he died, June 19, 1889.


� Dr Ewell was a highly-respected elder in his congregation which then numbered about 64 members. Since the appearance of the dissension membership had dropped from 72, but two years later reached 83, the largest number the congregation ever had. Whatever trials and his people the Rev’d A. H. Caldwell may have had, they seemed, with presbytery’s assistance to have weathered the crisis. The controversies seem to have occurred about the time the place of worship was removed from its original site in the neighborhood cal�led Castleberry Woods to a location about three miles north and west of the present village of Red Banks, where a large brick church was erected. (See note on the follow�ing page.)


� The troubles which had appeared earlier in the Philadelphia congregation reasserted themselves, and the presbytery again exercised its responsibility “to visit particular churches, for the purpose of inquiring into their state, and redressing the evils that may have arisen within them.” The protections afforded all parties by the Rules of Discipline seem to have been employed. 


� There being at that time no earned doctorate for ministers, the degree of Doctor of Divinity was awarded honoris causis, and was a source of great pride to those to whom it was awarded. The presbytery clerk seems to have been careful in recognizing the two or three members of the presbytery who had been so honored.


� Although the New School Presbyterian movement (the result of an 1837 schism in the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.) had been centered in the Northeastern part of the country, principally in the state of New York, there were certain congregations in Mississippi—among them the churches at Grenada and Greenwood—that were aligned with that faction. The principal differences between the two groups cen�tered around polity issues, as well as openness by New School proponents to more aggressive forms of evan�gelism, making use of “new measures” such as the anxious bench, as well as the requirement that those uniting with the church profess their faith in front of the congregation, rather than before the session, as had been the case heretofore. Many New School Presbyterians felt that one also needed to narrate a specific moment of conversion, as was required by the New England Puritans—a religious experience on which Old School Presbyterians were loath to insist, so long as one could attest that the reality of conversion was present—however it may have come about in the life of a particular individual. See George M. Marsden, The Evangelical Mind and the New School Presbyterian Experience: A Case Study of Thought and Theol�ogy in Nineteenth Century America (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1970).


� Hugh McEwen Morrison (1828-1893), born near Selma, Ala., and moved to Water Valley, Miss., with his parents in 1835. He received his education at the University of Mississippi, Davidson College, and Colum�bia Theological Seminary. He was licensed by Louisiana Presbytery (1859), and during the Civil War served in the Confederate Army, later returning to North Mississippi, where he was stated supply at Chula�homa (1878-1882), adding to these duties the stated supply of the Hudsonville, Union (Waterford), and Sand Spring Churches (1876-1877). He served various other congregations in North Mis�sissippi (1884-1886), and became the evangelist for the Delta section of Mississippi. He was Stated Supply at Charleston, Miss., and outlying churches (1887-1893). Min�isterial Directory, 517; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 236.


� A practical consequence of the Presbyterian system’s provision for orderly review and control by each gov�erning body in ascendance over the lower was to prevent congregations from engaging in unfair attempts to woo a minister away from a congregation to whom he was properly engaged. Having had a call from one church placed in his hands, and having signified acceptance and an installation commission appointed, could the minister now decline the call and entertain another from a different congregation in the same presbytery? The presbytery would arbitrate in what was perhaps, from a human point of view, an understandable situation, for thorny questions of ethics and propriety that would effect the good will of churches toward each other in the presbytery were necessarily involved.


� The emphasis on oral instruction derives not simply from the fact that most slaves were illiterate, but also because the state forbade teaching them to read and write. Some Presbyterians, it will be noted, taught their slaves in defiance of the slave codes, and the Rev’d James A. Lyon of the Columbus Church carried on a long campaign to have such restrictions laid by.


� James Hillhouse Gaillard (1855-c. 1900), was born in Giles County, Tenn., received his B.A. from the Uni�versity of Mississippi (1855), and studied for the ministry at Columbia Seminary in South Carolina (1859). Chick�asaw Presbytery supervised his preparation for the ministry, and he was licensed and or�dained under its care, and spent his entire ministry within its bounds. He was stated supply of Zion Church (1860-1871), and evangelist and stated supply at Pontotoc (1872-1886), stated sup�ply at Unity, Baldwyn, and other near�by locations (1887-1898), and spent his last years in retirement at Bald�wyn. He was stated clerk of Chicka�saw Presbytery for fourteen years. A photo and biography of Gaillard appear in Ida Brad�sher Gilbert, History of Presb�y�ter�ian�ism in Old Tisho�mingo County, Mis�sis�sippi, 1836-1936 (n.p., n.p., n.d.): 23; Ministerial Direc�tory, 239.


� The Church on Long Creek was located between Eureka and Courtland in Panola County, Miss. The sturdy frame church building stood into the 1960s, long after the church was dissolved in 1958. A photo�graph of the church and copy of the session records are preserved in the historical files of the St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center.





