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Volume 2nd
Minutes of the Presbytery of Chickasaw, Mississippi

Permanent Docket for Business

1. Roll of Members furnished the Moderator (Rules for meetings, p. 60).

2. Election of Moderator and Temporary Clerk.

3. Reading the Minutes of the last Meeting of Presbytery.

4. Appointment of a Committee on Devotional Exercises.

5. Reports of Standing Committees, on Missions (F. & D.) Education, & Colportage.

6. Fall Meeting—Nominate Commissioners to the Next General Assembly.

7. Spring Meeting—Elect or Appoint Committees on Sessional Records.

8. Reports of Ministers & Churches at Spring meetings (according to Resol.: page 31).

9. Spring Meeting—Annual Report of Trustees of Female Collegiate Institute at Pon​​to​toc.

10. Preaching of Doctrinal Sermon (appointment to).

11. Spring Meeting—Report of Supplies (appointment to supply the pulpits of [#] 6.

12. Fall Meeting—Report of Commissioners to the Gen. Assembly.

13. Appointment of a Committee on the Minutes of the Last Gen. Assembly.

14. Free Conversation on the State of Religion—And Committee on the Narrative.

15. Call for Papers, Overtures &c. Statistical Reports from the Churches.

16. Spring Meeting—Churches Assessed Report & Pay In Commissioner’s Fund.

17. Spring Meeting—Stated Clerk’s Fee Collected and Paid.

18. Place of Next Meeting Designated

19. Spring Meeting—Statistical Report to the General Assembly (vide pa. 65).

20. Appoint a Presbyterial Comm. on Church Extension (Min. Gen. Ass. 1854, p. 41).

21. Collect, at Fall Mtg., the Synodical Tax, One Dollar for Each Member.
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Lists of Ministers and Churches

April 1855
1.   James B. Stafford


1.   Bethany


30.  Hebron

2.   Thos. C. Stuart


2.   New Hope


31.  Farmington

3.   William V. Frierson

3.   Monroe


32.  Unity

4.   William A. Gray


4.   Willington


33.  Bethel

5.   LeRoy B. Gaston


5.   Zion


34.  Fredonia

6.   Angus Johnson


6.   Ripley


35.  Bethesda

7.   A. W. Young


7.   College Church

36.  Long Creek

8.   John N. Waddel, D.D.

8.   Water Valley

37.  Euphronia

9.   Sam’l I. Reid


9.   Sand Spring

38.  Carrollville

10. A. H. Caldwell


10. Panola


39.  Providence

11. F. Patton



11. Ebenezer


40.  Walnut Creek

12. Jno. H. Miller


12. Oxford


41.  Rose Hill

13. W. T. Savage


13. Hopewell


42.  Spring Creek

14. Henry Walsh


14. Holly Springs

15. Samuel McKinney, D.D.

15. Chulahoma

16. A. Enloe



16. Corinth

17. R. Henderson


17. Philadelphia

18. J. M. Alexander


18. Hudsonville

     




19. Lamar

     Licentiates



20. Lebanon






21. Sarepta

1.   A. J. Witherspoon


22. Pontotoc

2.   J. S. Frierson


23. Harmony

3.   J. M. Alexander


24. Centre

4.   O. F. Rogers


25. Hope

5.   J. A. Kimmons


26. Waterford






27. Edmiston

19. D. G. Doak


28. New Albany

20. H. H. Paine


29. Hernando

Minutes

Lebanon Church,

April 15, 1852

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Moderator was opened with a sermon by the Rev’d W. A. Gray, the last Moderator present from John 12:26, “If any man serve me him will my Father honor.”  

Presbytery was then constituted with prayer and the following members were present, viz:

Ministers

J. B. Stafford, T. C. Stuart, W. V. Frierson, W. A. Gray, L. B. Gaston, A. W. Young, A. Johnson, A. H. Caldwell, and F. Patton

Elders

W. Spencer from Monroe Church, James Rogan, Ripley; Levi Hope, College; Thos. Posey, Centre; Robert Morrison, Lebanon; James Thompson, New Albany; Jno Hunting​ton, Pontotoc; W. T. Junkin, Chulahoma; Dr. J. M. Dozier, Harmony; Thomas Means, Hebron; O. H. Wiley, Hopewell, J. E. Nelsen, Edmiston and P. H. McCutchen, Oxford.

Absent

James Weatherby, C. S. Dod, Jno. H. Miller, S. I. Reid, & Jno. N. Waddel, D.D.

Rev’d A. Johnson was chosen Moderator and Rev’d L. B. Gaston, was chosen Temp​orary Clerk.

The minutes not being present brethren Stuart, Gray & Dozier were appointed a com​mit​tee to prepare a docket for business, and Brethren Patton, Johnson & Morrison a com​mittee on devotional exercises.

Committees on Sessional Record were appointed as follows, viz:

Dod & Spencer on Hudsonville and Ripley

Stafford & Thompson on Monroe & Zion

Frierson & Huntington, College, Fredonia & New Albany

Gray & Rogan, Edmiston, Oxford, Centre & Sarepta

Young & Nelson, Water Valley, Lebanon & Chulahoma

Patton & Junkin, Philadelphia, Holly Springs & Hopewell

Caldwell & Hope, Willington, Harmony, Hebron & Pontotoc
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Corinth

Rev’d A. H. Caldwell reported the organization of Corinth
 Church having twelve mem​bers with three Elders in DeSoto County which church was received under our care, and its name placed upon the roll.

The committee to prepare a docket reported in part and their report was accepted.

It was made the order for tomorrow, at 2 o’clock p.m. to receive the report of the com​mittee on General Education appointed at our last meeting. 

A free conversation on the subject of religion was made the order of the day for tomor​row at 10 o’clock a.m.

Commissioners

Rev’d A. Johnson principal, and W. A. Gray alternate, Ministers, and Jas. N. Harper, prin​cipal & Dr. Thomas Dunlap, alternate, Ruling Elders, were elected commissioners to the next Gen’l Assembly at Charleston S. C.

Bro. Lewis

A certificate of dismission from the Presbytery of So. Ca. to join this Presbytery was pre​sented by Rev’d S. B. Lewis,
 which being found in order, he was examined according to rule,
 and his examination being unanimously sustained, his name was enrolled as a mem​ber of this Presbytery.

On application, leave was granted to the Fredonia and Prospect Churches to retain the services of Bro. Lewis as S.S. the current year.

Brethren J. Weatherby & J. N. Harper appeared in Presbytery and rendered reasons for tar​di​ness, which were sustained.
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It was resolved that when Presbytery adjourns finally it will be, to meet at Pontotoc Church on Thursday before 1st Sabbath in Sept. at 11 o’clock a.m.

A letter from Rev’d J. N. Waddel, D.D. and a verbal message from Rev’d Jno. H. Miller, were received assigning reasons for absence which were sustained.

The minutes of the last stated sessions being present were read. Bros. Gray, Stafford, and Stuart assigned reasons for absence from the last meeting, which were sustained.

Installations

Bro. L. B. Gaston reported the installation of Bro. Weatherby Pastor of Willington Church according to order of Presbytery. Bro. Jno. H. Miller reported the installation of Bro. Patton Pastor of Lebanon & Sarepta Churches according to order of Presbytery.

Adjourned ‘till tomorrow morning 8 ½ o’clock.









Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

½ past 8 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday—except Bro Stuart who was detained by sudden illness.

Bros. C. S. Dod, John H. Anderson, Elder from Holly Springs, and A. A. Puryear, Elder from Hudsonville appeared, and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Charleston Church

Rev’d Weatherby reported the organization of a church at Charleston
 consisting of thir​teen members and one ruling elder, which was received under care of Presbytery and its name placed on the roll.
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The committee on Sessional Records reported, and their reports were accepted and adopted.

A letter was received from Hudsonville Church and Lamar Church, requesting a contin​u​ance of the services of Bro. R. A. Fee as Stated Supply, which was granted. Also desiring the ordination of Bro. Fee, as an evangelist, which request was placed upon the Docket.

Education

The Presbyterial committee on Education reported the encouraging progress of the stu​dents under our care, and recommended that parts of trial with a view to licensure
 be assigned Mr. Jno. S. Frierson to be exhibited at the next Fall meeting of Presbytery which report and recommendation were adopted, and the following parts of trial were assigned him, viz: for a Latin Exegesis “An regnum Christi externum Set.” For a critical exercise
 2nd Cor. 5:14-21. For popular sermon, Jno 3:3.

Two o’clock p.m., tomorrow was made the order of the day for the delivery of the Doct​rinal Sermon.

Leave of absence was asked and obtained by Bro. Dod and Anderson after the morning sessions of tomorrow.

Bro. Alexander Pickens, elder from New Hope Ch. appeared, and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained and he took his seat.
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Bro. Dod and Puryear were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative to the Gen’l Assembly on the state of religion in our bounds, and the hour for the order of the day having arrived, a free conversation on the subject of religion was attended to. 

Pending which Presbytery took a recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery postponed the order of the day for the hour, and concluded the un​​​​finished business of the forenoon. 

The committee on Gen’l Education reported, which report was received and recommitted to the committee with instructions.

Brethren reported, on the observance of the order of Presbytery in reference to Domestic Missionary Service.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.

Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning 

½ 8 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment; opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday, including Bro. Stuart and excepting Bro. Young, detained by sickness.

Presbytery took up the request of Hudsonville & Lamar Churches for the ordination of Bro. Fee, as an evangelist and declined complying therewith, and appointed Bros. Cald​well and Spencer to prepare a letter to said churches explaining the reasons of the action of Presbytery.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery heard the report of the com​mittee on Domestic Missions and thereupon adopted the following resolution, viz:

Resolved—That Presbytery highly approve the activity & zeal with which the committee have discharged their
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duties and recommend the prosecution of their efforts to stimulate the benevolence of our members and people to supply the destitute within our bounds.

Narrative

The committee on the narrative reported and their report was accepted, and adopted, and ordered to be sent to the Gen’l Assembly.

Colportage

The committee on Colportage reported and their report was accepted and adopted, and Presbytery adopted the following resolution:

Resolved the Presbytery regard the diffusion of sound religious reading among our people as of great importance to the existence of vital piety, with an enlightened faith in our church, and therefore we earnestly recommend to them the liberal purchase and prayer​ful perusal of the books of our board, at the hands of their colporteur within our bounds.

Yallabusha Church

Resolved that the members of Yalabusha Church, south of Yalabusha River have leave to organize a separate church or unite with Centre Church at their option.

The roll was called and ministers and elders reported respectively the performance of their relative duties, according to the order made at the last sessions of Presbytery.

The Moderator, Bro. Johnson, and elders Hope, Harper & McCutchen and Perry had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of presbytery.








Took a recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

[7]

After recess Presbytery resumed business. The hour for the order of the day being the Doctrinal Sermon, upon the atonement, the same was delivered by Bro. Gaston, after which, Rev’d Wm A. Gray was chosen Moderator pro tempore. 

[Female Institutes Authorized for Pontotoc and College Hill]

The report of the com​mittee on General Education was received, and the following reso​lutions were adopted, viz:

Resolved first. That Presbytery gratefully accept the tender of the Pontotoc Female Acad​emy
 and grounds appertaining thereto, made by the Trustees of that Institution, and here​by affirm the action of the committee on General Education on taking charge of the same, and opening a provisional school under Mr. A. H. Conkey and lady.

Resolved 2nd.  That Presbytery affirm the action of the committee in raising funds in compliance with the condition expressed in the tender of transfer and in addition to the requisite five thousand dollars Presbytery undertook the raising and appropriation of the further sum of five thousand dollars to enlarge the plan of the school and erect it into a high school to be denominated “The Presbyterial Female Collegiate Institute of Ponto​toc.”

Resolved 3. That Presbytery elect and constitute a Board of Trustees consisting of nine members, two thirds of whom shall ever be members of [the] Presbyterian Church and elected by Presbytery: a majority of said board consisting a quorum to transact business. The fol​low​ing persons are hereby chosen such board of trustees, to receive, and transfer and as​sume the
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the control of the said Institute, viz:

T. C. Stuart, J. H. Miller, R. Bolton, F. Patton, J. D. Brame, W. A. Gray, G. G. Reneau, J. Daggett, and W. A. Duke, who shall organize forthwith, elect officers, and have power to fill vacancies, during the recess of Presbytery: the term of office three years, one third determined by lot to expire at one year, one third at two years &c.

Resolved 4. That L. B. Gaston be elected agent of this Presbytery, to solicit donations and contributions in money under the direction of the board of Trustees to found and endow said Collegiate Institute, and in case of his non acceptance the Board shall have power to fill the vacancy, and carry out the design of Presbytery. 

An overture having been received from College Church congregation—your committee recommend the following action:

Resolved first. That Presbytery entertain with satisfaction the scheme of a Female Col​legiate Institute at College Hill
 in Lafayette County, and that we undertake forthwith the raising of Fifteen Thousand Dollars for that object.

Resolved 2nd. That Presbytery elect and constitute a Board of Trustees consisting of nine persons, all of whom shall be members of the Presbyterian Church, and two-thirds of whom shall be resident if obtainable, within the bounds of College Church congregation, to whom the erection and control of said Institute shall be committed, and who shall or​ganize, elect officers, and fill vacancies during the recess of Presbytery. The first board holding office by thirds—one, two, and three years to be determined by lot, so as to have annual elections of one third of the board
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ever after by Presbytery, and the following persons constituting said board, viz: T. N. Buford, G. Wiley, G. W. Buford,
 A. S. Lewis, W. C. Buford, J. N. Waddel, E. L. Frier​son, A. H. Caldwell & J. Weatherby. A majority of whom shall be a quorum to do busi​ness.

Resolved 3rd. That L. B. Gaston be constituted an agent of Presbytery under the direction of the Board of Trustees to collect funds for the erection, furniture and endowment of said Institute, and in the event of his failure to act, the Board shall have power to fill the vacancy.

Resolved 4th. That Bros. Johnson and J. N. Harper and their alternates be authorized and enjoined to solicit contributions in aid of Presbytery on behalf of its two collegiate Insti​tutes of Female Education,
 whilst eastward as commissioners to the General Assembly.

On motion it was Resolved that the agent for the Institutes be instructed to appropriate the first five thousand dollars to the Pontotoc Institute, the second five thousand dollars, to that of College Hill, and all thereafter be equally divided between them.

It was also Resolved that the matter of compensation as to the agent be referred to the Boards of the Institutes and that Presbytery supply his pulpit during his absence.

Supplies

The committee on supplies made the following report, which was adopted and is as fol​lows, viz:

C. S. Dod, at Waterford one Sabbath.


J. B. Stafford, Farmington, 1 Sabbath

W. V. Frierson, Unity,     “       do.


A. H. Caldwell, Hernando        do.

W. A. Gray, Bethel,         “       do.
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To supply the Commissioner’s Pulpit: 

J. N. Waddel, D.D.
Sand Spring, 
2nd Sabbath in May

L. B. Gaston

Water Valley, 3rd     do.            “

J. Weatherby

Centre

4th    do.            “

J. N. Waddel, D.D.
Water Valley   1st    do.          June

The subject of Election was chosen for the next Doctrinal Sermon by Rev’d W. A. Gray, prin., and Rev’d A. Johnson, alternate.

Resolved that Presbytery request Bro. Patton to return the thanks of Presbytery, to the people of this congregation for their great kindness and Christian hospitality in entertain​ing its members.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Pontotoc on Thursday before the first Sabbath in September at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction.








Wm. A. Gray, Moderator

L. B. Gaston-Tem. Clerk







James Weatherby, Stated Clerk.
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Pontotoc

April 2nd 1852

11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with a ser​mon by Rev’d Angus Johnson, the moderator, from Acts 14 Ch & 1 verse: “And so spoke that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed…” 

After sermon the Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The following members were present, viz:

Ministers





Ruling Elders

T. C. Stuart





J. W. Crumby, Zion Church

J. Weatherby





Z. Conkey, Oxford

W. V. Frierson





P. Johnson, Water Valley

A. Johnson





J. Roberson, Sand Spring

A. H. Caldwell




J. McKibbon, Center

F. Patton





A. O. Cannon, Philadelphia

J. H. Miller





David Miller, Sarepta








T. L. Dunlap, Holly Springs








R. Gilmer, Pontotoc








J. Wiley, Harmony








J. McFadden, Hudsonville








Thomas Means, Hebron








F. Boston, Unity

Absent: J. B. Stafford, L. B. Gaston, J. B. Lewis, A. W. Young, W. A. Gray, C. S. Dod, Jno. N. Waddel, D.D., S. I. Reid, W. E. Chittenden

Rev’d James Weatherby was chosen Moderator, & Rev’d A. H. Caldwell, Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery then had a recess until 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

[12]


Thursday 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business.

The Pastor & Elders of the Pontotoc Church together with the Moderator were appointed a committee on Devotional Exercises.

Com. of Supplies

Rev’d W. V. Frierson, F. Patton, and Elder Z. Conkey were appointed a Committee of Sup​plies.

Minutes of Gen. Ass[embly]

Rev’d T. C. Stuart and Elder Dr. Dunlap were appointed to examine the minutes of the last Gen’l Assembly.

Assessment

Rev’d T. C. Stuart, J. H. Miller & Elder Cannon were appointed a committee to assess the churches for the Commissioner’s Fund.

Rev’d A. Johnson, Commissioner to the last Gen’l Assembly made his report, which was received and approved.

Rev’d L. B. Gaston, and ruling Elders E. L. Frierson & John Foster appeared in Pres​by​tery, and gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Comm[issioners] to the Assembly

Rev’d John A. Miller was nominated as Commissioner to the next General Assembly and the Rev’d J. Weatherby his alternate.

Dr. T. L. Dunlap, Ruling Elder, was nominated Com’r. to the next Gen’l Assembly and Col. J. D. Brame his alternate.

Next Meeting

Resolved that the next Stated Sessions of Presbytery be held in Oxford on Thursday be​fore the 3rd Sabbath in April.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock. 

Closed with prayer.

Friday morning 8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer.

Standing Rule

Resolved that it be a standing rule that Presbytery hold its fall sessions on Thursday be​fore the first Sabbath in October.

Letters were received from Rev’d W. A. Gray & C. S. Dod, assigning reasons for absence which were sustained.

Mr. Gaillard, a candidate under our care made a report to Presbytery which was put into the hands of the Committee on Education.

The Rev’d Mr. Chism, a minister of the Methodist Church, South,
 being present was in​vited to take a seat as a corresponding member.

Rev’d J. B. Stafford, appeared in Presbytery and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness and took his seat.

Hope [Church Organized]

Rev’d J. Weatherby reported the organization of a new church in Yalabusha County called Hope, with fourteen members and two ruling elders, which was received and enrolled.

The report of the Committee on Devotional Exercises was received and adopted.

Resolved that this Presbytery recommend that the request of the Elders of Unity Church be granted, and that Presbytery apply to Church Extension committee for one hundred and ninety dollars to extinguish the debt on the said church.
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Domestic Missions

Rev’d A. Johnson, W. V. Frierson, Elders E. L. Frierson and T. L. Dunlap were appoin​ted a committee to make a special report on the whole subject of Domestic Missions.

Assessment

The following report of the committee of assessment was received and adopted, viz:

Bethany Church        $3.00

New Hope     $2.00

Monroe Church $3.00

Willington
    
7.00

Charleston
3.00

Zion                     8.00

Fredonia

3.00

Ripley            10.00

College Hill       12.00

Edmiston
          10.00

Panola       
3.00

Oxford

     8.00

Hopewell

4.00

Water Valley   8.00

Sand Spring         3.00

Center                          3.00 

Philadelphia     8.00

Lebanon               5.00

Sarepta


5.00

Holly Springs 12.00

Pontotoc
     5.00

New Albany

2.00

Lamar

5.00

Hudsonville         6.00

Hebron


3.00

Chulahoma      3.00

Corinth
     2.00

Bethesda

4.00

Hope           
2.00

Prospect
     2.00

Presbytery had a recess until 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business.

Rev’d J. B. Lewis

Rev’d[s] L. B. Gaston, Stuart and Elder Dunlap, were a committee to prepare a minute in relation to the death of the Rev’d J. B. Lewis.

Rev’d Mr. Welsh of the Presbytery of Arkansas being present, was invited to take a seat as a corresponding member.

Female Education

The following report from the agent for Female Education was received and adopted, viz:

[15]

The agent of Presbytery for the collection of funds for the purpose of Female Education within our bounds would report

That he has attended to the duty assigned him, so far as circumstances, and particularly health would permit, and with a degree of success that he deems encouraging. This amount obtained upon reliable subscriptions is $2055. He would submit the following remarks—

1st. The time has been exceedingly unpropitious for such an undertaking, being a season of pressure upon the monetary condition of the country, more oppressive than it has felt for ten years past. The consequence of which is that contributions have been smaller than otherwise they would have been.

2nd. The enterprise has met with much favor from our people, and expressions of interest are warm and encouraging and a desire to promote this great work is generally manifes​ted.

3rd. There is an extensive want of information in regard to the condition and wants of our church throughout our bounds. What may be called public spirit is at a low ebb, and the obligation to honor God with the first fruits of all their substance seems to be imperfectly understood by the majority of our people.

4th. The agent believes that the enterprise ought to be prosecuted with vigor, and that it would be disastrous to the cause of Presbyterianism generally within our bounds to aban​don it.








Respectfully submitted,









L. B. Gaston,








                  Agent.
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Pontotoc Female Institute

The Report of the Trustees of the Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute was received and adopted and is as follows, viz:

The Trustees of the Presbyterian Female Collegiate Institute at Pontotoc report for the information of the Chickasaw Presbytery.

That on the 4th May they organized as a board by electing the following officers, viz: Rev’d T. C. Stuart, President, Col. Wm H. Duke, Vice President, Richard Bolton, Sec​re​tary and G. G. Reneau, Treasurer.

They also determined by lot
 the terms of the service of the Trustees, which resulted as follows: 

James D. Brame, T. C. Stuart & W. A. Gray, trustees for one year

J. H. Miller, W. H. Duke and R. Bolton,              “        “  two years

F. Patton, J. Daggett and G. G. Reneau,               “        “  three years

A deed of conveyance of the Female Academy, Lot and grounds executed by the Trustees thereof to us and our successors in office was received and the trustees by successively resigning and electing some of our body to fill the vacancy, thereby conferred upon the members of this board the rights of incorporation of said Academy.

An agreement was made with Rev’d L. B. Gaston in reference to the rate of com​mis​sioners to be allowed to be allowed him on money collected and paid over to the Treas​urer of this Board (Ten per cent on his collections and payments).

Finding much difficulty in obtaining board for students, we have rented for the use of the Institute the tavern building known as the Planters[?] Hotel, and have procured Mrs. C. A. Herron to take charge of the boarding department.

At the close of the first session we issued a circular, a copy of which is appended. We have to-day, on more mature deliberation, reduced the rates of board and tuition.
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We have ordered a Piano Forte, to be paid for out of the first moneys collected—say first of January next.

We have also been occupied in procuring plans and estimates for a suitable building.

We have to report a vacancy among the trustees, in the class for two years occasioned by the death of Col. W. H. Duke and recommend the Rev’d M. B. Feemster to fill the va​cancy.

All of which is respectfully submitted.








R. Bolton, Secy.








Pontotoc, Sept. 2, 1852

The Rev’d M. B. Feemster was elected to supply the place of Col. W. H. Duke in the board of trustees of the F.C.I. of Pontotoc and Rev’d W. V. Frierson was elected in the place of Rev’d W. A. Gray, resigned.

Education

The Committee on Education reported and report was accepted and accepted and is as fol​lows, viz:

The Committee on Education would report that our prospects are encouraging in this de​partment of (congregational) denominational interest. The young men in course of prep​​a​ration at college for the ministry are progressing well. Mr. O. F. Rogers has graduated at Centre College and returned to his home in Marshall County, where he is at present en​gaged in a school for the purpose of procuring the means for the prosecution of his course through the seminary.

Messrs Gaillard, Gill and Morrison are still in good standing at the University of Missis​sippi. The committee are happy in the understanding that there are some 5 promising young men pursuing a literary course at the university with a view to the ministry, and the promise of a supply for our wide spread 
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destitution is thus held out, growing up among us.

In this connection your committee will venture this expression of an opinion for your con​​sideration. It is that the subject of education is one of vital importance to our exist​ence, growth and wellbeing, as a branch of the church of Jesus Christ. Although much has been already said, and something done, yet the work is scarcely begun. No decided step has been taken to the promotion of Male Education within our bounds. Congre​ga​tional or parochial schools are urgently demanded. Academies ought to be established at Water Valley, Lebanon, Zion and Philadelphia Churches, and perhaps others & your committee earnestly recommend action upon this proposition. They are convinced, that your time cannot be better employed than in devising some effective measures in this be​half.

Rec’d at Presbytery, April 15th, 1852, for Education  

            $71.42

April 22nd paid  J. H. Gaillard

$25.00



 
O. F. Rogers

  25.00  [Less]    
  
  
50.00

Rec’d May 15th of Rev’d S. I. Reid from Chulahoma Church   $10.

  21.42

                                                          From Panola Church             5.                         15.00










$36.42

Mr. Rogers was directed and recommended to pursue his course in Theology under Rev’d A. H. Caldwell for the present.

The report of the special committee on Domestic Missions was received and made the order of the day for tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock










Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

Mr. James M. Alexander was received under the care of Presbytery by a dismission from the Presbytery of Palestine, as a candidate for the Ministry.

The Rev’d Mr. Peden
 of Tombeckbee Presbytery being present was invited to take his seat as a corresponding member.

Supplies

The committee of supplies made their report which was received and adopted and is as follows, viz:

Rev’ds C. S. Dod & Jno. N. Waddel to supply Waterford each one Sabbath

    “      Gaston & Caldwell                  “       “     Fredonia      “                “

    “      Reid & Patton


 “       “     Prospect      “                “

    “      Weatherby & Johnson

 “       “
    Hope            “                “

    “      Gray & Stafford

 “       “     Farmington  “                “

To preach and administer the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

Committee on the minutes of the Gen’l Assembly recommend, that the last Thursday in February be observed as a day of prayer as recommended by the Assembly.

Rev’d L. B. Lewis

The committee appointed to prepare a minute on the death of Rev’d L. B. Lewis, reported and their report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

The committee to prepare a minute on the death of Rev’d L. B. Lewis would report that Bro. Lewis very recently became a member of this Presbytery, having presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of South Carolina, at our last spring meeting, where he was received into our communion.
[20]

Members will recollect the warmly affectionate terms of this letter of dismission, and the cordiality and hope with which Bro. Lewis’ name was enrolled upon our list. He seemed to be sent by a gracious Providence into a destitute and needy portion of our field, and his peculiar fitness for the work to be done held out the promise of great good to be ac​com​plished through his ministration. It has however pleased the Great Head of the Church, thus suddenly to terminate his labors, reverse our expectations, and try our faith by the removal of a burning and shining light from our ranks. May this Providence suitably affect us, his surviving brethren, and stir us up to diligence and zeal in the Master’s ser​vice, that we may work while it is called to-day. Bro Lewis was originally a member of the Bar, and having been called to repentance, though late in life, he felt it his duty to preach the Gospel, and accordingly entered the ministry, in which he did effective service for twenty-two years & on the 28th of August 1852, at his own residence in DeSoto County in the 60th year of his age departed this life.

      Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.

Doctrinal Sermon

Rev’d W. A. Gray was approved to preach the next doctrinal sermon—subject Persever​ance of the Saints. Brother Miller is his alternate.

[Action Revoked to Establish Female Institute at College Hill]

Resolved, that whereas the College Church has failed to signify its acceptance of the action of this Presbytery in relation to the establishment of a Female College in their bounds, that the Presbytery revoke its action on that subject.

[21]

The Stated Clerk was directed to write a letter to the Rev’d W. E. Chittenden
 for an ex​plan​ation of his absence from the meetings of Presbytery.

Presbytery had a recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

2 o’clock p.m. Presbytery resumed business. The Presbyterial report to Synod was re​ceived and adopted.

Panola

Whereas there has been made by the citizens of Panola village,
 a liberal offer to Chick​asaw Presbytery, as an inducement to said Presbytery to take charge of a Female Institute in that place therefore

Resolved that this presbytery entertain the proposition with great satisfaction, and do hereby accept the proposal, provided the funds can be raised (with the understanding that the funds to be raised by the Presbytery be solicited within the counties of DeSoto, Panola, Tallahatchie, and the counties west of those counties and that the Rev’d S. I. Reid, and J. Weatherby be requested to act as agents for this object as far as their duties will admit.

Colportage

The committee on Colportage made the following report which was accepted and adopted, viz: That Mr. McCord the Colporteur is still in the field, diligently & success​fully employed, as he is prepared to state before Presbytery. He however proposes to re​tire from the service of the Board at the close of the current quarter, sometime in Oct​o​ber when it will be necessary to employ a successor. Nothing more worthy of notice, it occurs to your committee, and they simply reiterate the conviction they feel of the utility and importance of this work, and hope that it will be heartily encouraged and sus​tained by our people. There is a vacancy in the committee in the death of R. H. Buford.

[22]

Dr. Z. Conkey was appointed on the committee of Colportage in the place of R. H. Bu​ford, deceased.

Resolved that Presbytery hold an adjourned meeting at Jackson, Tennessee, during the ses​​sions of Synod.

James M. Alexander

The following subjects were assigned to Mr. James M. Alexander, as trials before Presby​tery, viz:

Latin exegesis – “Qua essit Gloria quam Christus habuit com Patre Antequam mundus suit.”

Critical Exercise-
Ephesians 2nd Chapter, 1st 10 verses.

Lecture

Hebrews 1 Ch: 1-4.

Popular Sermon
John 15 Ch [v.] 9.

Male Education

Rev’d A. H. Caldwell, C. S. Dod, and elder T. L. Dunlap were appointed a Committee on Male Education.

Domestic Missions

The special committee on Domestic Missions report the following facts—

1st. The very diligent and zealous discharge of the duties of your standing committee on Domestic Missions has so far failed to introduce supplies for the destitute within our bounds.

2.  Considerable sums of money have been contributed by the churches or collecting agents annually within our bounds, and although we have much missionary ground, and have put up repeated urgent appeals, comparatively little of this money has been ex​pended for our benefit.

3rd. We have in expectancy the early license of one or more candidates for the ministry, whom we may forthwith put to service, if we retain and apply the means we are able to raise for that purpose. And contribution will doubtless be more liberal and more

[23]

cheerfully given for the known support of our own men within our own bounds.

1st.  In view of these facts your committee recommend an immediate dissolution of our connexion with the Assembly’s Board of Domestic Missions with all the requisite powers to conduct the work of missions as it is needful within our bounds.

2nd. The Stated Clerk be directed to notify the standing committee of this change of rela​tion, and direct them to retain any monies they may have in hand and pay over to Rev’d F. Patton Fifty Dollars (if so much they have) the amount for which the Board is in arrears with him for Missionary Labour.

3rd. That the Stated Clerk be directed to communicate this action of Presbytery without delay to the Western Board at Louisville, Ky.

[Doctrinal] Sermon

Rev’d Angus Johnson preached before Presbytery a sermon on Election, according to pre​vious appointment.

Thanks

Rev’d J. H. Miller was requested to present the thanks of this Presbytery to the citizens of Pontotoc for their kindness and hospitality to its members.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Jackson, Tenn. — during the sessions of the Synod of Memphis, at the call of the Moderator.

Closed with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








James Weatherby, Moderator

A. H. Caldwell, Tem. Clerk

James Weatherby, Stated Clerk.
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Approved from page 1 at the sessions of Synod in Jackson, Tenn, Oct 22, 1852, with exception that on one occasion Presbytery directed the unnecessary use of the lot.









D. H. Cummins,









       Moderator of










Synod

Jackson, Tenn.

Oct 21, 1853

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

Bro. R. A. Fee a licentiate under the care of this Presbytery was dismissed at his own request, to put himself under the care of the Presbytery of Memphis.

Rev’d Weatherby, L. B. Gaston, S. I. Reid and Elders Harper and Wren, were appointed a committee, to have an interview with the citizens of Panola on the subject or organizing a Female Seminary in the town of Panola to be under the care of this Presbytery. Said com​mit​tee to have plenary powers to make such arrangements as they in their judgment may deem expedient. And they are hereby appointed a Board of Trustees with power to in​crease the number with four more, who shall have control of the Institution, should it be established.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Oxford on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April 1853.

J. Weatherby, 

     Moderator

A. H. Caldwell,

     Temp. Clerk

J. Weatherby

     Stated Clerk.
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The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a ser​mon by the Rev’d James Weatherby, Moderator, from I Cor. 1 Chapt. 17th verse. After ser​mon Presbytery was constituted with prayer. The roll being called the following mem​bers were present, viz:

Ministers





Ruling Elders

Rev’d  T. C. Stuart




David Peden, Bethel

    “
J. Weatherby




J. N. Harper, Willington

    “
W. A. Gray




Rob. White, Ripley

    “
L. B. Gaston




J. M. Frierson, College Hill

    “
A. W. Young




J. K. Nelson, Edmiston

    “
Jno. N. Waddel, D.D.



A. H. Barr, Oxford

    “
A. Johnson




R. Lusk, Water Valley

    “   
C. S. Dod




H. Gilmer, Lebanon

    “  
Jno. H. Miller




R. S. Stewart, Hopewell








Robt. Gilmer, Pontotoc








J. R. Gray, Harmony








Amos McNeely, Prospect








Thos. Means, Hebron








Fred. Boston, Unity








Wm E. Patton, Bethel

Members absent: Rev’d J. B. Stafford, W. V. Frierson, S. I. Reid, F. Patton, [and] W. E. Chittenden.

Rev’d John H. Miller was chosen Moderator and Dr. Wm J. Wren Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery took a recess until 2 ½ o’clock.
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2 ½ o’clock 

Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of the last stated sessions were read. 

Dr. Waddel & Mr. Young gave satisfactory reasons for absence from the last meeting of Presbytery.

Dr. Waddel and Mr. Barr were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

The following committees on Sessional records were appointed, viz:

Willington Church


T. C. Stuart & Robt. White

Zion

“


W. A. Gray & J. N. Harper

Ripley

“


L. B. Gaston & J. K. Nelson

College Hill



A. W. Young & W. J. Wren

Edmiston
“


J. N. Waddel & A. H. Barr

Oxford

“


A. Johnson & R. Lusk

Hopewell
“


A. H. Caldwell & A. W. Byers

Water Valley
“


C. S. Dod & W. W. Wallace

Sand Spring
“


T. C. Stuart & H. Gilmer

Philadelphia
“


J. Weatherby & Robt. Gilmer

Lebanon
“


W. A. Gray & J. R. Gray

Holly Springs
“


L. B. Gaston & A. McNeely

Pontotoc
“


A. W. Young & Thomas Means

Harmony
“


J. N. Waddel & F. Boston

Hebron

“


A. Johnson & W. E. Patton

Panola

“


A. H. Caldwell & J. N. Harper

Hudsonville
“


C. S. Dod & Robt. Gilmer

Prospect
“


T. C. Stuart & H. Gilmer

Bethesda
“


J. Weatherby & R. Gilmer

Unity

“


W. A. Gray & J. R. Gray

Chulahoma
“


L. B. Gaston & A. McNeely

Bethany
“


A. W. Young & T. Means

[27]

The session books of Monroe, Charleston, and Philadelphia Churches were not present.

A letter was received from Mr. R. A. Fee stating that the Church of Lamar, [had] failed to comply with their agreement with him for his salary, and that he looked to presbytery for it. His letter was laid on the table.

[Providence Church Received from Tombeckbee Presbytery]

Whereas satisfactory evidence having been laid before us from the hand of the Stated Clerk of Tombeckbee Presbytery, That the Church of Providence
 then under their care, applied to them, to have their membership transferred to this Presbytery, because their place of worship was within our bounds, and their members generally, reside among us. Their request was granted.  Therefore resolved that the said church be received under our care, and their elder’s name enrolled.

On motion, resolved, the subject of opening and closing the meetings of Church Sessions with prayer be left to the discretion of the Church Session.

The Rev’d John H. Miller was elected commissioner [to] the next General Assembly and Rev’d J. Weatherby his alternate. Dr. T. L. Dunlap, Ruling Elder, was elected commis​sioner, and Col. Brame his alternate.

The free conversation on the subject of religion was made the order of the day for Friday 3 o’clock p.m. and W. A. Gray, A. H. Caldwell, & J. N. Harper were appointed to take notes & prepare a narrative.

W. A. Oates, elder from Lamar Church appeared, and gave satisfactory reasons for tardi​ness, and took his seat.

[28]

The letter of Mr. R. A. Fee was called from the table and after hearing Bro. Oates explan​ation, the Stated Clerk, on motion was directed to answer said letter. 

The commissioner’s and contingent funds were collected.

Brother C. S. Dod, T. C. Stuart and Thomas Means were appointed a committee of sup​plies.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at 8 o’clock tomorrow morning.

Oxford, April 13, 1853,

Friday, 8 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

On application from Bro Young and the Edmiston Church the pastoral relation existing be​tween Bro Young and that church was dissolved and the Church declared vacant.

Permission was given the Rev’d Mr. Hyde
 of So. Ca. Presbytery to labor in the Church at Waterford.

Committee on Domestic Missions made their report which report was received, and after an elaborate discussion the report was amended by striking out that portion of it which relates to the restoration of our connexion with the Western Ex. Committee at Louisville, Ky. The report as amended was then adopted.

Dr. Dunlap an Elder from Holly Springs & Mr. Cannon Elder from Philadelphia ap​peared, and after giving satisfactory reasons for tardiness took their seats.

The committees for sessional records reported on the following books which reports were accepted, viz:

Bethany, Willington, Zion, Ripley, College, Edmiston, Panola, Chulahoma, Oxford, Water Valley, Sand Spring, Hudsonville, Lebanon, Hopewell, Pontotoc, Harmony, Pros​pect, Hebron

[29]

Unity, Bethesda, Providence, Lamar, Holly Springs, and Philadelphia.

The hour of Divine Worship having arrived, Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery returned to business. 

Leave of absence was granted to Dr. Dunlap and Messrs. W. W. Wallace and McNeely.

The order of the day was then taken up, viz, the free conversation on the state of religion with​in our bounds. 

Bro Savage
 of Bethel being present, was invited to take a seat as a corresponding mem​ber.

Bethesda was chosen for the next place of meeting. Bros Waddel, Dod, Harper and Barr, were appointed a committee to examine Mr. Oscar Rogers, a candidate under the care of Presbytery.

The preaching of the doctrinal sermon before presbytery was postponed until the next meeting, and the same brethren continued to prepare that service.

The hearing of the report of the Board of Trustees of the Pontotoc Female Institute was made the order of the day for 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.

The Committee on Education reported and their report was accepted and adopted.

Bro. Taylor of the Methodist Church being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The Committee on Colportage reported which report was accepted and referred to a spec​ial committee consisting of Bros Gaston, Cannon & Frierson.

Presbytery then took recess until 7 ½ o’clock p.m.
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7 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. 

[Wm. T. Savage Received]

A certificate from the Stated Clerk of Bethel Presbytery, S. C., dismissing Rev’d Wm. T. Savage was received, and having examined him according to rule he was received into this Presbytery and his name enrolled.

Presbytery then went into an interlocutory session for the purpose of ascertaining the con​dition of our Domestic Missionary fields.  Much valuable information was elicited, after which business, Presbytery was resumed.

It being understood that Mr. J. W. Shields a probationer of the Presbyterian Church is oper​ating in this state as agent for the Am. Bible Society.

Resolved that Bro. Shields and the cause he pleads be, and hereby is, cordially recom​mended to the confidence and co-operation of our churches.

Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning at 8 o’clock. 









Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning, 8 o’clock

April 16, 1853

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday.

[Mr. Oscar Rogers Examined]

The order of the day was then taken up, viz, the examination of Mr. Oscar Rogers, while proceeding with the examination the hour of the day for hearing the report of the Board of Trustees of the Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute arrived, and it was on motion postponed until 3 o’clock p.m., and the examination continued. The examination was sus​tained as parts of trial. The following subject was assigned Mr. Rogers for an exegesis, and referred to Bros. Waddel and Gaston: 
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“An propius viribus homo posit ad Deum se convertere.”

Resolved, That while the Presbytery would recommend that as a general rule the meet​ings of church sessions be opened with prayer, it be left to each session to determine when it may be omitted.

The former action on the subject was rescinded.

Resolved That the resolution of Presbytery requiring ministers to report concerning their salaries, and elders to report concerning their fidelity, be so altered as to require the Elders representing each church in Presbytery to report respecting the payment of the sal​a​ries of their ministers and ministers to report on their own fidelity.

Presbytery then proceeded to perform the above duty and the Stated Clerk ordered to address a pastoral letter to the Church at Ripley in reference to the support of their minis​ter.

 [Frierson Examined]

Mr. [John S.] Frierson, a candidate, was then called upon to make a statement of his pe​culiar condition in reference to his preparation for the ministry, which he did, and asked the ad​vice of Presbytery as to what course he should take, his health being indif​ferent.

It was resolved that Presbytery proceed to the examination of Mr. Frierson with a view to his licensure.

Bro. Johnson asked leave of absence for himself, R. Lusk and A. W. Byers, which was granted.

The hour of divine service having arrived, Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business and proceeded to the examination of Mr. Frierson. 

[32]

Bro. Patton appeared in Presbytery, and rendering satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat.

The examination of Mr. Frierson was resumed. The hour having arrived, the examination of Mr. F. was suspended to hear the Report of the Board of Trustees of Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute.

The report was then read, discussed & adopted.

Bro. Waddel, Weatherby & Wren were appointed a committee to bring in a report or minute in reference to Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute.

The statistical report to the Gen’l Assembly was read, received and adopted.

Dr. Longstreet of the Methodist Church being present was invited to take a seat as a cor​res​ponding member.

[Public or Private Dancing Affirmed as Grounds for Church Discipline]

The narrative on the state of religion within our bounds was read, received, and approved.  An overture was presented asking Presbytery whether dancing either, at Public or private parties, was an offence calling for the discipline of the church, which was answered [in] the affirmative.

The Treasurer presented his report, and it was examined, received, and adopted. The monies in his hands for Foreign Missions were ordered to [be] paid over to our com​mis​sioner.

[Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute]

The committee to whom was referred the report of the Board of Trustees of the Female Presbyterian Collegiate Institute of Pontotoc beg leave to report to the Presbytery of Chick​a​saw that they have had the same before them

[33]

and would offer the following resolutions for consideration. Resolved

1. That Presbytery have heard with great pleasure and satisfaction the Report of the pros​perous condition of the Institute.

2. That Presbytery recommend the Institute to the confidence and patronage of the church and community.

3. That Presbytery recommend the cause of this Institution to the benevolence of the churches, and earnestly press upon the people of the various churches in our bounds, the importance of liberally contributing to its support.

4. Resolved that the territory be divided into 6 or more districts and that the ministers be in​vited to volunteer as agents, to visit the various points of promise in these districts and present the cause to the people to receive their contributions.

5. That Bro Dod be requested to take as his district Marshall and Tippah; Bro Miller, Pon​totoc; Bro Stuart, Calhoun & Ittawamba; Bro. Weatherby, Tallahatchie; Bro. John​son, Yalabusha; Bro. Waddel, Lafayette & Panola; and they be requested to report to the presbytery at next meeting.

The special committee to whom was referred the report of the committee on colportage made a report which was received and adopted.

The report of the committee of supplies was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz:

Pontotoc, 2 Sabbath in May, Stuart—do. 4th Sabbath in May Patton

Harmony 3 Sabbath in May, Gaston—do. 1         “     in June Frierson

      “        3       “           June, Gray.
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Bethany Saturday & Com[munion] on Sabbath  Bro Stafford

Fredonia




Young & Reid

New Albany




Gray

Farmington


Stafford

Hernando




Dod

Bethel





Gray

Long Creek




Reid

Providence




Frierson

Presbytery took a recess until after Divine Service.

After divine service presbytery resumed business. Presbytery assigned to Mr. Rogers XV Psalm for a lecture, 2 Timothy III Chapter, 16th  verse for a critical exercise; Ephesians 2nd Chap. and     verses for popular sermon—

The further examination of Mr. Frierson was arrested, and sustained as far as proceeded in, viz, Latin, Greek & Algebra. Mr. Rogers exegesis was sustained as part of trial—

Mr. Alexander, a candidate, appeared before Presbytery and was advised to prepare him​self upon the parts assigned him & prosecute his studies.

Resolved that the thanks of this Presbytery, be tendered thro’ Dr. Waddel to the people of Oxford for their hospitality.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at the Bethesda Church on Thursday before the first Sab​bath in October at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic bene​diction.







Jno. H. Miller,








      Moderator

Wm. J. Wren, Tem, Clerk






James Weatherby,






     Stated Clerk.
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Bethesda Church, DeSoto Co.

Sept. 29th 1853, 

Thursd. 11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Moderator, was opened with a sermon by Rev’d James Weatherby, the last Moderator, from Mark 16:30.

After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers



Ruling Elders



Churches

James Weatherby


Sam’l Gaddis



Willington

L. B. Gaston



E. L. Frierson



College Hill

C. S. Dod



Jas. Wilson



Chulahoma

A. W. Young



A. R. Jones



Bethesda

A. H. Caldwell


A. O. Cannon



Philadelphia

Angus Johnson


Peter Johnson



Water Valley

Wm A. Gray



Jas. Rogan



Ripley

S. I. Reid



S. N. McFadden


Hudsonville

F. Patton



A. W. Greer



Sarepta

W. T. Savage



Jacob Koon



Hope






Wiley N. Adams


Corinth






James D. Allen


Hernando






A. R. Hutchinson


Edmiston






Joseph Wiley



Harmony






James Williamson


Fredonia

Absent: T. C. Stuart, J. B. Stafford, W. E. Chittenden, J. N. Waddel, D.D., Wm V. Frier​son, Jno H. Miller.

Rev’d F. Patton was chosen Moderator & Rev’d C. S. Dod, Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.

Rev’d S. I. Reid rendered excuses for absence from the last meeting, which were re​ceived.
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Rev’d A. W. Young gave an excuse for failing to fulfill his appointment to preach at Fre​donia Church, which was received.

A letter was received and read from Rev’d J. H. Miller assigning reasons for absence from the present sessions of Presbytery which were sustained.

Corresponding Members

Resolved that ministers from religious bodies not extending the same courtesy to us, be not hereafter invited sit as corresponding members of this Presbytery.

Rev’d C. S. Dod was added to the Standing Committee of Examination on Languages, & Rev’d L. B. Gaston was transferred from the Committee on Mathematics, to that on Church History.

Mr. Alexander

Mr. James Alexander a candidate under the care of Presbytery was examined respecting his experimental acquaintance with religion, and the motives influencing him to desire the sacred office; concerning both which, the Presbytery was satisfied. He was examined, also, on the arts and sciences, the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew Languages, Ecclesiastical Hist​ory, Theology, Church Government, and the Sacraments.

Mr. Frierson

Mr. John S. Frierson, a candidate under the care of Presbytery was examined on Eccles​iastical History, Theology, Church Government and the Sacraments.

The Latin Exegeses of these candidates were assigned to the standing committee on Lang​uages, to examine, and report thereon; the Popular Lectures and Critical Exercises were assigned, for the same purpose, to the Committees on Theology.

Rev’d C. S. Dod and Mr. James Wilson obtained leave of absence after the sessions of tomorrow.

[37]

Adjourned with prayer to meet to morrow morning at half past 8 o’clock—

Friday, Sept 30,

8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read and cor​rected.

Mr. A. J. Witherspoon

A letter was received from Mr. A. J. Witherspoon
 a licentiate under the care of Bethel Pres​bytery, enclosing a dismission from that body to put himself under the care of this Pres​bytery, and also stating reasons why he could not attend the meeting in person.

Resolved, that he be received under the care of this Presbytery.

Rev’d John N. Waddel, D.D., rendered reasons for absence by letter, which were sus​tained.

Mr. Daniel McFarland, of Hopewell Church appeared and rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

The roll was called in reference to the question of sustaining the examinations, and parts of trial of Mr. Alexander. After full conference, the following resolutions were adopted:

Resolved, That the examination of Mr. James M. Alexander on the Arts and Sciences, Ec​c​les​iastical History, Theology, Church Government, and the Sacraments be sustained, and also his popular lecture, and critical exercise.

Resolved, that Mr. Alexander be directed to re-write his Latin Thesis, and to apply him​self, as far as possible, to the study of the Latin, Greek and Hebrew languages.

Resolved, that Presbytery encourage him to persevere in his efforts to prepare himself for the Gospel Ministry, and sympathize.

[38]

with him in regard to the difficulties under which he labors and commend him to God to sus​tain him in his endeavors to qualify himself for this great work.

Overture [Concerning Presbytery’s Boundary]
Resolved That we overture the Synod of Memphis as follows: 

The Presbytery of Chickasaw would respectfully overture the Synod of Memphis, and re​quest that venerable body to send a commission to the Synod of Mississippi, and urge that Synod to consider the propriety of setting the disputed question relative to the bound​ary lines between Chickasaw
 and Tombeckbee Presbyteries.

Rev’d Wm. T. Savage, Mr. Jacob Koon & Mr. Jas. Williamson obtained leave of absence after the day’s session—

The Synodical tax
 was called for, and paid over to the Stated Clerk.

Next Meeting

Hernando was selected as the place of the next meeting.

Colportage

The report of the committee on colportage was presented, corrected and adopted, and is as follows, viz:

The committee on colportage report that Mr. Gillespie as prosecuting the service with great success and entirely to the satisfaction of the board, in whose immediate employ he is engaged. We cordially recommend him to the confidence and patronage of our people throughout the bounds of Presbytery.

The difficulty in the case of Mr. McCord remains unadjusted and efforts that require time are in prosecution by the committee to bring his accounts with the Board to a satisfactory close—

 [39]

Commissioners

Rev’d F. Patton was nominated ministerial commissioner to the next General Assembly, & W. V. Frierson, alternate. Mr. James D. Allen, ruling elder, was nominated commis​sioner and James Wilson, alternate—

Domestic Missions

The committee on Domestic Missions reported as follows, which report was received and adopted.

Since the last meeting of Presbytery the committee has employed Mr. John A. Kimmons
  to preach for one month at New Albany, Unity, Hebron & Providence Churches. It is still [uncertain] whether this temporary arrangement will issue in securing the permanent labours of the brother in that field. The amount now in the hands of the committee is $232.50.

Rev’d Wm A. Gray, & Mr. Jas. D. Allen were appointed a committee to audit the ac​counts of the Com. of Domestic Missions.

Resolved, that this Presbytery resume its connection with the Executive Committee of Domestic Missions at Louisville, Ky. The Rev’d A. W. Young, Jas. Weatherby & Dan’l McFarland were appointed a committee of assessment for the Commissioner’s Fund.

Rev’d L. B. Gaston, Wm A. Gray & Mr. J. Wilson were appointed a committee for the supply of vacant churches. 

[Frierson Examined]

Mr. Frierson was examined respecting his experimental ac​quaintance with religion, and the motives that influenced him to desire the sacred office. He also read his critical exer​cise.

The committee of assessment made the following report which was accepted and adop​ted, viz:
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Commissioner’s Fund ($144)

Bethany         $3.00


Willington 
6.00

Charleston     $2.00

Edmiston
8.00


Hopewell   
4.00

Hebron

3.00

Bethesda
4.00


Ripley

8.00

Panola

2.00

Water Valley
7.00


Philadelphia
7.00

Corinth
2.00

Holly Springs12.00


Sarepta

4.00

Lamar

4.00

Chulahoma
3.00


Monroe
3.00

Zion

7.00

College Hill   12.00


Oxford

7.00

Sand Spring
3.00

Lebanon
4.00


Pontotoc
4.00

Harmony
6.00

Hudsonville
5.00


Prospect 
2.00

Hope

2.00

Fredonia
3.00


Hernando
2.00

New Albany
2.00

Unity

1.00


Providence
1.00

Bethel

1.00

Centre

3.00


New Hope
2.00

Waterford
2.00

Resolved that the examination [of Mr. Frierson] also his Latin Exegesis and critical ex​ercise as parts of trial.

Mr. S. Gaddis obtained leave of absence after the sessions of to day.

The committee appointed to examine the accounts of the committee to audit the account of the committee on Domestic Missions, reported that 

They had examined the same, and found them to be correct, their report was adopted—The minutes of this day’s session were read and corrected.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at half past 8 o’clock a.m.










   Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, Oct 1,

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment, was opened with prayer. Present as on yester​day, excepting [indecipherable] absent on leave.

Rev’d L. B. Gaston was chosen Temporary Clerk in place Rev’d C. S. Dod, absent on leave.
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Mr. Frierson read his letter on the subject assigned him which was sustained as part of trial.

Mr. Hyde

The Rev’d E. F. Hyde presented a certificate of dismission from the Presbytery of South Carolina to join this Presbytery, which being found in order, he was examined according to rule, received and his name enrolled as a member of this Presbytery.

Mr. Jno. S. Frierson delivered a popular sermon text assigned him, viz. Jno. 3:3, which being sustained as his concluding part of trial, Presbytery proceeded to license him to preach the gospel.

The hour of the day having arrived, Presbytery held a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

Candidate

Mr. Charles G. Liddell, Mr. S. R. Phillips, and Mr. John Campbell came before Presby​tery, and were examined, received, and commended to the aid of the Board of Education as candidates under our care for the Gospel Ministry. And Mr. Edwin G. Allen having also been examined, but not having been a member of the church long enough to obtain a place under the Board of Education, was received and referred to the Committee of Edu​cation.

 [Church of the Servants]

Rev’d J. Weatherby & Mr. Jas. N. Harper were appointed a committee to organize a church of the servants, on the Hurd Plantation.

The Committee on Education reported and their report was accepted and adopted, and is as follows, viz:

[42]

The Committee on Education report that the young men under our care at the University of Miss., viz: James Gaillard, T. G. Gill, and J. M. Morrison, are successfully pursuing their studies with credit to themselves, and promise of future usefulness to the Church. The committee have the pleasure to report, the admission of four other young men under our care, viz: Mr. C. G. Liddell, J. R. Phillips, John Campbell and E. G. Allen, which while it calls for our grateful acknowledgement to the Great Head of the church, that he has been pleased to put it into the hearts of so many of our youth to seek the ministry, also imposes the duty on the churches of enlarging their contributions in aid of the cause of Education.

Resolved that Presbytery adjourn to meet at Somerville, Tenn., during the meeting of Synod at the call of the Moderator. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolical bene​diction.








F. Patton, Moderator

L. B. Gaston, Temp. Clerk


James Weatherby, Stated Clerk

Examined and approved

October 22, 1853

J. W. Gillespie, Moderator

[43]

Somerville, Tenn.

Oct. 20, 1853

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment on the call of the Moderator, and was constituted with prayer.

The following members were present, Ministers: F. Patton, Mod’r, James Weatherby, L. B. Gaston, A. H. Caldwell, A. W. Young, A. Johnson, J. H. Miller, [and] W. A. Gray; Elders: T. N. Buford, College Church; Z. Conkey, Oxford; J. N. Harper, Willington; J. D. Allen, Hernando; Jno. Wiley, Harmony; E. Kilpatrick, Hudsonville; [and] J. A. Rousseau, Edmiston.
[W. E. Chittenden]
The Stated Clerk was directed to write again to Bro. Chittenden, and ascertain if possible, what relation he should sustain to this Presbytery.

A letter and petition from the Church at Waterford was received, and the Stated Clerk was instructed to recommend said church to the Committee of Ch. Extension for aid.

Rev’d L. B. Gaston tendered his resignation as agent for the Presbytery in the collection of funds for the Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute which was accepted, saving so far as his personal services may be requisite for any money pledged under his agency.

Therefore it was Resolved, that the Rev’d J. H. Wilson be appointed the agent for Pres​bytery to prosecute the effort of founding, and establishing the Female Collegiate Insti​tute in the town of Pontotoc in the collection of funds for that object: And that the Board of Trustees be instructed to adjust with him the terms on which his services may be se​cured.

Resolved that the Stated Clerk transmit a copy of the action had on this subject to the Board of Trustees.

Adjourned to meet on the call of the Mod’r.









Closed with prayer.

[44]

Oct. 22nd
Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator. Opened with prayer, present as before.

Brethren Johnson, Gaston, Weatherby, Gray, Harper and Buford were appointed a Board of Visitors
 to the Female Collegiate Institute at Pontotoc.

Adjourned to meet at Hernando on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April next at 11 o’clock a.m.








Closed with prayer.



L. B. Gaston, Temp. Clerk.

Hernando, April 13, 1854, 

11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a ser​mon by the Moderator, Rev’d F. Patton, form Jno 17:17: “Sanctify them through thy truth.” After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Present Ministers: J. Weatherby, Wm. A, Gray, A. Johnson, S. I. Reid, A. H. Caldwell, F. Patton, Jno. H. Miller, C. S. Dod, [and] A. W. Young. Ruling Elders: Francis Wren, Willington; Z. D. Kerr, Water Valley; J. A. Robinson (Water Valley), Sand Springs; James Wilson, Chulahoma; W. W. Wallace, Hudsonville; J. R. Gray, Harmony; Amos McNeely, Providence; Dr. J. C. Murphy, Edmiston; E. C. Neely, Bethesda; Dr. Z. Conkey, Oxford; [and] J. D. Allen, Hernando.

Absent. Ministers: Jno. Waddel, D.D., James B. Stafford, W. V. Frierson, T. C. Stuart, L. B. Gaston, W. E. Chittenden, [and] Wm T. Savage.

Rev’d S. I. Reid was chosen Moderator & Rev’d C. S. Dod, Temp. Clerk. 









Recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

[45]

Minutes of the last sessions of Presbytery were read.

Rev’d J. N. Waddel, D.D., and Rev’d W. V. Frierson, by letter assigned satisfactory reasons of absence from the present sessions of Presbytery.

The following committees were appointed:

Devotional Exercises: A. W. Young & J. D. Allen.

Narrative: Jno. H. Miller, F. Patton, & Z. Conkey.

Supplies: Wm A. Gray, A. H. Caldwell, & J. R. Gray.

Mr. Henry Walsh,
 a licentiate of Fayetteville Presbytery presented his dismission from that body, to put himself under the care of this Presbytery, wherefore he was received. A call from the Edmiston Church for the ministerial services of Mr. Walsh was read, which Presbytery ordered to be put into his hands.

Rev’d S. McKinney, D. D., of the Presbytery of Brazos was invited to sit as a corres​pond​​ing member.

Gratifying communications were received from Mr. J. M. Alexander, & Mr. Sidney S. Gill, candidates under our care.

A communication was received from Rev’d Dr McHenry, Editor of the Presbyterian Ban​ner, which was put into the hands of a committee consisting of Brethren Johnson, Caldwell & Patton.

Presbytery resolved to hold its fall sessions at Zion Church on Thursday before the First Sabbath in October, at 11 a.m. 

Rev’d E. F. Hyde, Rev’d J. B. Stafford and Mr. Angus McAuley of Walnut Cr. appeared in Presbytery and assigned satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Bro. Stafford also gave reasons for absence from the last two stated sessions of Presby​tery which were sustained.

[46]

Mr. Walsh signified his acceptance of the call of Edmiston Church, Whereupon Presby​tery proceeded to his examination in view of ordination. He was carefully examined as to his acquaintance with experimental religion. He was further examined in Philosophy and Theology. During his examination Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow at 8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Friday, 8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery was constituted with prayer. Minutes of yesterday were read. The following committees on sessional records were appointed.

Oxford and Panola

A. H. Caldwell and Jas. Wilson

Hopewell


C. S. Dod and E. Neely

Holly Springs & Bethesda
J. H. Miller and Dr. Conkey

Chulahoma & Corinth

A. Johnson & J. R. Gray

Zion & Harmony

F. Patton & F. Wren

Hernando & New Hope
Wm A. Gray & A. M. Flinn

Sarepta



E. F. Hyde & W. W. Wallace

Sand Springs & Willington
J. B. Stafford & J. A. Robinson

College Church

A. Johnson & Dr. Conkey

[Euphronia Church Received]

Euphronia Church
 in Tishomingo County applied through Rev’d J. B. Stafford to be re​ceived under the care of this Presbytery and it was so received.

 [Prospect Church Renamed Ebenezer]

The name of Prospect
 Church was by request changed to Ebenezer.


[Spring Creek Church]

A call was laid before Presbytery from the Waterford Church concurred in by certain individuals worshiping at Sp[ring] Creek,
 for the ministerial labors of Rev’d E. F. Hyde; whereupon it was

[47]

Resolved that a committee of a minister and elder be appointed to visit the congregation of Waterford and the people worshiping at Spring Creek and represent to them that their call does not in view of this body, make an adequate provision for Mr. Hyde’s support. Rev’d C. S. Dod, and Dr. Thos. Dunlap were appointed that committee. Rev’d L. B. Gas​ton was by request added to this committee.

Rev’d F. Patton was chosen commissioner to the Gen’l Ass[embly] and Rev’d L. B. Gas​ton his alternate. Mr. A. O. Cannon, Ruling Elder, of Phila. Church was appointed com​missioner and Mr. Jno. A. Rousseau of Edmiston Church his alternate.

[W. E. Chittenden]

Rev’d W. E. Chittenden not having attended the meetings of the Presbytery for some years, and no communications having been received from him for a long time, J. Wea​therby, W. A. Gray, A. W. Young, Dr. Conkey, and A. M. Flinn were appointed a com​mit​tee to consider and report his case.

The sessional records of Holly Springs, Bethesda, Harmony, New Hope, Hudsonville, Panola, Oxford, Sarepta, Sand Spring, Hernando, Zion, Corinth, Hopewell, Willington, Prospect, [and] College Hill, were ordered to be approved with certain minor exceptions in some cases, which were ordered to be entered upon the respective session books.

Rev’d L. B. Gaston appeared and gave reasons of tardiness which were sustained.

Mr. Walsh’s examination was resumed and completed according to the requirements of the Form of Gov., Chap XV, paragraph XI. Mr. Walsh was directed to preach before pres​by​tery at 11 o’clock a.m. tomorrow on Gal 2:16, first clause.

[48]

Brethren Neely and McAuley obtained leave of absence after this evening’s session.

Presbytery proceeded to the order of the day, being the free conversation on the state of re​​​ligion.

The committee on Colportage reported, their report was received, and adopted, and is as follows—

That the colporteur Mr. D. S. Gaillard is still operating with great success within our bounds, and it is hoped that every encouragement will be given to induce his continuance in this service.

The committee are sorry to say that they have not been able to bring about a final ad​just​ment of Mr. McCord’s account with the board, principally from a failure to procure Mr. McCord’s statement of his demands and offsets against the board which we still hope to obtain in process of time.  As Mr. McCord was for a short time in the employ of the Pres​by​tery, it is proper that Presbytery should relieve the Board of a measure of the difficulty arising from the unsettled affair by paying it for the time so employed.

The committee would also bring to the notice of Presbytery an appeal made by the Board of Publication to the Church, soliciting their aid in the way of contributions in support of the colportage enterprise, and impress the hope that Presbytery will earnestly recommend to the church’s attention this important object.








L. B. Gaston,








    Chair.

The committee on the communication from Rev’d David McKinney reported the fol​low​ing resolutions which were adopted:

[49]

1. Resolved, That this Presbytery has heard with great satisfaction that it is now fairly tested, that a weekly religious paper
 under the title of the Presbyterian Banner can be furnished at the moderate price of one dollar a year.

2. Resolved, That as religious intelligence is all important to a healthy hope of piety, and especially to a knowledge of the benevolent enterprises of the day, therefore this Pres​by​tery recommend its ministers and elders to endeavor to introduce the Banner or some other religious paper of our church, into all the families of their respective congre​ga​tions.

Adjourned with prayer to meet tomorrow at 8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Saturday 8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. The minutes were read.
[W. E. Chittenden]
The committee to consider the case of the Rev’d Mr. Chittenden reported, and their report was received and after amendment was adopted, is as follows:

That the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of New York inform him of the serious dis​satis​faction of Presbytery that he has neither attended the last meetings of this body nor given any account of his absence, and he has failed to make any response to repeated communi​cations of Presbytery through its Stated Clerk—that there are moreover rumours to the effect that he has been in close business relations in an office of brokerage in New York with parties

[50]

chargeable with fraudulent dealings: that the Presbytery be under painful apprehensions that he has turned aside unjustifiably from the ministerial work and is living in violation of his ordination vows, and if satisfactory accounts are not received from him before our next meeting at Zion Church on Thursday before the first Sabbath in Oct., Presbytery will feel bound to commence process against him on the ground from the bases of common rumour. 

Supplies

The committee on supplies reported; their report was received and adopted and is as fol​lows:


Lebanon

Gaston 


1 Sabbath


Sarepta


Johnson & Savage 

one Sabbath


Pontotoc

Stuart 



one Sabbath


Farmington

Stafford & Henderson

1 Sabbath


New Albany

Miller & Gray


1 Sabbath


Salem


Caldwell


1 Sabbath

The other brethren one Sabbath each at discretion.

Education

The report of the committee on Education was received and adopted & is as follows

That with one exception the nine candidates, under our care are still successfully pros​ecuting their studies at different institutions.  Messrs Gill, Gaillard, Morrison & Phil​lips at the University of Miss., Mr. Roberts, at the Theological Seminary at Danville [Ky.].
 Mr Lydell at Ebenezer Academy, Mr. Campbell at Lebanon Academy, Mr. Allen at Wood​​​lawn Academy, and Mr. Smith is the only one who is (temporarily it is presumed) out of school.  As seven of the number

 [51]

look to the Presbytery for aid it is highly important that the cause of Education receive the special attention of the Churches; we therefore earnestly solicit their prayerful regards in this behalf, accompanied by liberal contributions—

Presbytery of Chickasaw

1854 In a/c with Com. on Education

April 15

By balance on hand from 1855

$86.72




  “  a friend




  46.00

                                “  Board of Education                                     50.00




In payment to: J. H. Gaillard

25.00






J. S. Frierson

25.00






S. I. Gill

25.00







G. W. Smith

22.50






J. R. Phillips

54.20






C. G. Lydell

18.75




By balance



            $12.27


The narrative of the state of religion was received and adopted, and ordered to be for​warded to the Gen. Assembly.

Missions

The report on Domestic Missions was received and adopted and is as follows, viz:

The committee of Domestic Missions report that two brothers have been laboring in the missionary work in our bounds since the last meetings, Rev’d A. W. Young in Pros​pect & Bethesda Churches & Rev’d W. T. Savage in Center and Hope Churches. Two additional laborers have been secured for the very important fields of Tisho​mingo & Itawamba Counties, where we have so long endeavored in vain to station watchmen on the

 [52]

walls of Zion. Mr. J. A. Kimmons licentiate of New Albany Presbytery [Indiana],
 labors in Prov​idence, Unity and Hebron Churches. Rev’d Ramsey Anderson of Memphis Pres​bytery labors in New Hope, Bethany & Euphronia Churches. $423.05 have been con​tributed by the churches—We also report that there is in our hands a balance from last year’s contributions to the amount of $139.50. This sum having been raised while the Presbytery was acting independently has been kept separate from the fund con​tributed to the Gen’l Ass[embly]’s Board, and will be appropriated according to ur​gency with​in our bounds. 

Brethren Johnson & Conkey were appointed a committee to audit the a/c of Domestic Missions Com. and subsequently reported that the[y] found them correct. 

The report was received and adopted.

[Question Concerning the Propriety of Dancing]

An overture was received from the Rev’d J. N. Waddel, D.D., Inquiring, If it be inconsistent with the character of a Christian to permit dancing in his own house[. I]s it justifiable in a professing Christian to allow dancing in a Hotel of which he is Landlord.

The Presbytery respond that in their judgment the responsibility is the same in the case supposed as in a private house and that it is in either case a reprehensible de​parture from Christian consistency.

Assessment

The assessments in the Churches for Commissioner’s Fund were paid as follows—

Pontotoc              $4

Hudsonville
5

Philadelphia  $7

Holly Springs      12

Prospect
2

Water Valley 
7

[53]

Willington

5

Bethany
3

New Hope
2

Hebron

3

Ripley

8

College          12

Hopewell

4

Oxford

7

Edmiston    
8

Hernando

2

Chulahoma
3

Zion

7

Harmony

4

Bethel

4

Fredonia
4

Waterford

2

Lebanon
4

Sarepta

4

Centre & Hope
5

Resolved That, Rev’d John H. Miller visit Lebanon and Sarepta Churches and ascer​tain whether those congregations can be induced to increase their subscriptions for Bro Patton’s support, and to make up promptly all arrears.

The Presbytery proceeded according to a standing rule to call on Ministers and Elders to report respectively the discharge of the duties involved in the mutual engagements of ministers & people.

[Walsh Examination Completed]

Pending this business the hour arrived for the order of the day being the trial sermon of Mr. Walsh which was preached. All the parts of trial of Mr. Walsh for ordination were sustained. Presbytery proceeded to make arrangements for the ordination and installation of Mr. Walsh. Rev’d C. S. Dod was appointed to preach the sermon, pre​side, and put the constitutional questions. Rev’d A. H. Caldwell to give the charge to the people. Rev’d E. F. Hyde the charge to the minister.

  







      Recess until 2 o’clock.

The unfinished business of the morning, being the report of ministers and elders, was resumed & completed. A letter was read from Mr. Jas. D. Brown, resigning his place as trustee of the Presbyterian Collegiate [Female Institute] of Pontotoc. The resigna​tion was received

[54]

Dr. John M. Dozier & Dr. Madison King were elected Trustees of the Pontotoc Fe​male Presbyterial Institute & supply existing vacancies.

Resolved That the board of Trustees of the Presbyterial Female Collegiate Institute at Pontotoc be directed to ask the next legislature to enlarge the number of the Board by the appointment of the following persons as members, viz: Hon. H. R. Miller, R. G. Steele, J. N. Harper, J. N. Phifer, A. O. Cannon, T. N. Buford, Dr. J. N. Waddel, [and] Dr. J. M. Witherspoon, and that five shall constitute a quorum.

Resolved that a new church be organized at Springport,
 Panola Cy.

The doctrinal Sermon of Bro. Gray was ordered to [be] preached at 2 o’clock tomor​row.

Rev’d E. F. Hyde was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon at the next meeting of Presby. on the subject of Baptism..

Resolved that Brother John H. Miller & Wm A. Gray and A. J. Witherspoon be appointed a standing committee on Foreign Missions, and that Bro. Witherspoon be requested to deliver an address on the subject at our next meeting.

Resolved that the thanks of this Presbytery be presented to the citizens of Hernando for their generous hospitality to its members, and that thanks be tendered to the Meth​odist and Cumberland congregations for the use of their churches.

Resolved that Presbytery adjourn to meet tomorrow at Edmiston Church at 11 o’clock a.m.

[55]

Adjourned with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.

Edmiston church,

April 16, 1854

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

Present ministers C. S. Dod, A. H. Caldwell and E. F. Hyde—Ruling Elders, A. M. Flinn, W. W. Wallace & Dr. Murphey.

[Ordination of Mr. Walsh]

A sermon was preached by Rev’d C. S. Dod from I Tim. 3:1.  After which the pro​ceed​ings of the Presbytery preparatory to the ordination of Henry Walsh were recited. The nature and importance of the ordinance were pointed out, and the people were admon​ished of the solemnity of the transaction.

The candidate and the congregation having responded affirmatively to the constitu​tional questions, Presbytery proceeded with prayer and laying on of hands to ordain Henry Walsh to the Holy Office of the Gospel Ministry & to Install him Pastor of Edmiston Church.

A charge was given to the newly ordained minister by Rev’d E. F. Hyde and to the people by Rev’d A. H. Caldwell. Adjournment with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








S. I. Reid,








    Moderator

Charles S. Dod

      Temp. Clerk






James Weatherby,






     Stated Clerk

[56]

Ripley, July 14, 1854

Presbytery met according to circular notification of the Moderator to consider the appli​cation of Rev’d Samuel McKinney, D.D. and others to be taken into connexion with this body. Opened with prayer.

Present—Ministers: A. H. Caldwell, E. F. Hyde, S. I. Reid, T. C. Stuart, W. V. Frierson, John M. Miller, C. S. Dod, A. W. Young, L. B. Gaston and Henry Walsh. Ruling Elders: J. M. Witherspoon (Zion Church), Tho. L. Dunlap (Holly Springs), J. N. Cameron (Monroe), Fred. Boston (Unity), Goodloe W. Buford (College Hill), R. White (Ripley), A. Morrison (New Hope), A. Puryear (Hudsonville), J. Huntington (Pontotoc), and Wm A. Oates (Lamar).

[McKinney, Enloe and Henderson Received]

Rev’d S. McKinney, D.D.,
 of Brazos Presbytery, Rev’d Ashael Enloe
 of Bethel Pres​bytery and Rev’d Ramsey Henderson
 of Memphis Presbytery presented letters of dismis​sion to join this body; whereupon, after the usual examination, they were received.

[J. H. Aughey Received as Candidate]

Mr. J. H. Aughey,
 an candidate for the Gospel Ministry under care of the Presbytery of Memphis, presented a letter of dismission from that body to place himself under our care: whereupon he was received.

On motion; adjourned sine die. Concluded with prayer.

S. I. Reid, 

     Moderator

Charles S. Dod,

       Temp. Clerk.







James Weatherby, 

     Stated Clerk.

[57]

Zion Church, Pontotoc Co., Miss.

September 28th, 1854

Thursday, 11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev’d J. H. Miller, the last Moderator present from Psalm 26:8. After which Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Present—Ministers              and
     Ruling Elders
    and 

Churches

J. Weatherby



     Francis Wrenn


Willington

L. B. Gaston



     E. L. Frierson


College

W. V. Frierson



     Isaac White



Zion

A. Johnson



     Z. D. Kerr



Water Valley

Jno. H. Miller



     J. F. Simpson


Panola

T. C. Stuart



     Jas. M. Dozier


Harmony

E. F. Hyde



     John Barber


Waterford

W. T. Savage



     Wm Spencer


Monroe

A. Enloe



     Th. W. Kimmons


Hopewell

Absent: Jas. B. Stafford,

     Fred. Boston


Unity

K. Henderson, Wm A. Gray,

     Charles Smith


Providence

S. McKinney, D. D., A. W. Young,
     H. Kirkwood


Sarepta

S. I. Reid, A. H. Caldwell, Henry
     Thos. Means


Hebron

Walsh

Rev’d W. T. Savage was elected Moderator and Rev’d E. F. Hyde, Temporary Clerk. On motion Presbytery took recess ‘till 2 o’clk. P.m.

After recess Presbytery resumed business.
The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.  

The Rev’d J. H. Miller presented a report in reference to the Lebanon and Sarepta Churches in their relations to Rev’d F. Patton which was accepted and ordered to be re​corded as follows, viz: I beg leave to report, that, in obedience to the order of presbytery I visited the churches of Lebanon and Sarepta in reference to the support of their pastor and herewith present the action of Lebanon Church

[58]

in reference to this matter. And also report that the delegate from Sarepta Church author​ized me to state that the action of Lebanon meets their cordial approbation and co​opera​tion. {The rest of this minute being omitted will be found on page 70.}

It was made the order of the day on Saturday 10 o’clock a.m. to hear the report on For​eign Missions.

Rev’ds W. V. Frierson & J. H. Miller & Elder J. White were appointed a Committee on Devotional Exercises.

Willington Church

Rev’d J. Weatherby requested a dissolution of the pastoral relation between him and the Willington Church—And the Ruling Elder from that Church presented a communication from the Session thereof concurring with the request of their Pastor: Whereupon the re​quest was granted: and Willington Church was declared vacant.

Commissioners to the Next General Assembly

Rev’d W. V. Frierson, Principal, and Rev’d A. H. Caldwell, Alternate; as ministerial—and Elder E. L. Frierson, Principal and W. J. Wrenn, Alternate, as lay commissioners were nominated to represent Presbytery in the next General Assembly.

Office of Stated Clerk

Rev’d J. Weatherby having tendered the resignation of his office as Stated Clerk of Presbytery it was hereupon—Resolved: That, the resignation of Bro. Weatherby be ac​cepted: and, that, Presbytery record their thanks to him for the fidelity with which he has long discharged the duties of this Office.

Rev’d LeRoy B. Gaston was elected Stated Clerk of Presbytery.  

Rev’d T. C. Stuart, A. Johnson and Elders F. Wrenn were appointed a Committee on Sup​plies.

Place of Next Meeting
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On motion it was resolved that when Presbytery adjourn, it will do so to meet at College Church. 

It was made the order of the day on Saturday at 11 o’clock for hearing the Doctrinal Ser​mon.  

Rev’d W. E. Chittenden

The Stated Clerk made statements to Presbytery respecting Rev’d W. E. Chittenden: There​​upon Brethren Weatherby, Stuart, Miller, E. L. Frierson and Dozier were appointed a Committee to bring in a minute expressive of the sense of Presbytery in this case.

Report on Education

The Committee on Education presented their report which was received and adopted and is as follows, viz:

The young men under the care of Presbytery are still pursuing their studies with diligence and success. Messrs. Gaillard, Morrison and Phillips are still in the University of Mis​sis​sippi. Messrs Gill and Rogers are at the Seminary at Danville. Mr. Hyde is at Ebene​zer, Mr. Campbell is at Lebanon, Mr. Smith at College Hill, and Mr. Allen at Woodlawn Acad​emy.

The Committee cordially commend these young brethren to the prayerful nurture and sup​​port of the Church.








L. B. Gaston, Chr.

Rev’d F. Patton appeared in Presbytery and having given satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat.

Rev’d L. B. Gaston & W. V. Frierson were appointed a Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly.

Mr. Alexander

Mr. J. M. Alexander, Candidate, presented and read a Latin Exegesis, the subject for which, previously assigned, which was referred to the Committee on Languages. And Rev’d A. Enloe was added to that Committee.

Brothers Weatherby, Patton & Dozier were appointed a committee to assess the churches for the Commissioner’s Fund.
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Mr. Alexander

Presbytery examined the Candidate, Mr. Alexander, in the Greek Language, and his ex​am​ination was sustained—and the Committee was ordered to prosecute the exami​na​tion in the Hebrew language at recess—and report to the Presbytery on tomorrow.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow at half past 8 o’clock a.m.









Closed with prayer.

Friday morning, 

Sept. 29th 8 ½ o.c.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​ter​day.

The minutes of yesterday’s sessions were read & corrected. 

R. Henderson and H. Walsh minister and elders, Stephen McCorkle from Edmiston, and Jno. Shive from Oxford appeared in Presbytery and having given satisfactory reasons for tardiness were enrolled.

Standing Rule

On motion—It was resolved that it be a standing rule in making out the roll of Presbytery to call over the list of Churches, enroll the names of Elders representing churches and re​cord the names of churches not represented.

Supplies

The report of the Committee on Supplies was presented and adopted and is as follows, viz:

Bros. 
Weatherby and Hyde

one Sabbath each at
Willington Church

    “
Stafford and Henderson
  “         “          “   “
Farmington

Bro.
Walsh



one Sabbath at

Ebenezer

Bros. 
Stuart, Miller, Frierson,


Hyde, & Witherspoon

each one Sabbath at discretion.

Mr. Arthur Williamson, R. Elder from Philadelphia Church, appeared in Presbytery, gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness, and was enrolled.
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Mr. Alexander

The Committee on Languages reported that they had examined Mr. Alexander in the Heb​​rew Language as directed by Presbytery and finding him competent, recommended that as a part of trial his examination therein be sustained, which report was accepted and adopted. And it was ordered that the Candidate as a farther part of trial deliver a sermon at 3 o’clock p.m. of this day from

Rev’d A. W. Young

A communication from Rev’d A. W. Young was received, giving reasons for absence from the present sessions of Presbytery; and requesting a letter of dismission to join the Memphis Presbytery: on motion his reasons for absence were sustained; and the Stated Clerk was ordered to transmit a letter to Bro. Young.

Rev’d C. S. Dod

A communication was received from Rev’d C. S. Dod
 requesting a dissolution of the pastoral relation between himself and the Church at Holly Springs the Church not being represented in Presbytery it was therefore Resolved—that the Holly Springs Church be cited to appear at the next meeting of presbytery and show reasons if any they have why such request be not granted.

The minutes of a pro re nata meeting of Presbytery at Ripley were read, amended and approved.

Mr. A. A. Puryear, R. Elder from Hudsonville Church appeared in Presbytery, gave satis​factory reasons for tardiness and was enrolled.

The report of Rev’d F. Patton, Commissioner to the late General Assembly was heard and approved.

Marshall Weatherall, R. Elder from Pontotoc Church appeared in Presbytery and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness and was enrolled.
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Mr. Alexander

It was ordered that the free conversation on the state of religion be the first item of busi​ness after the order of the day at 3 o’clock p.m.

The report of the Board of Trustees of the Presbyterian Female Collegiate Institute at Pon​​​totoc was presented, pending the consideration of which the hour of the day arrived for special order and Presbytery heard a popular sermon by the Candidate Mr. Alexander. The roll was then enrolled and members expressed satisfaction with the examination as a part of trial. On motion, all the parts of trial exhibited by the Candidate were sustained—whereupon— 

At Zion Church, in the County of Pontotoc, Mississippi, the 29th day of September, A. D. 1854, the Presbytery of Chickasaw, having received testimonials in favor of James M. Alexander, of his having gone through a regular course of literature, of his good moral character, and of his being in the communion of the Church, proceeded to take the usual parts of trial for his licensure: and he having given satisfaction as to his accomplishments in literature, as to his experimental acquaintance with religion: and as to his proficiency in divinity and other studies; the Presbytery did and hereby do express their approbation of all these parts of trial: and he having adopted the Confession of Faith of this Church and satisfactorily answered the questions appointed to be put to Candidates to be li​censed: the Presbytery did and hereby do license him the said James M. Alexander to preach the Gospel of Christ as a Probationer for the Holy Ministry within the bounds of this Presbytery or wherever else he shall be orderly called.

Presbytery took recess till half past 8 o’clock p.m. 

After recess resumed business.

Assessments

The committee to assess the churches reported and 
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their report was adopted as follows: viz:



Bethany
2

Monroe          $2
Zion               $5
Water Valley $5          Panola

2

Oxford

4
Corinth
1
Holly Springs 
8
Hudsonville 
3

Lebanon
3
Pontotoc
3
Centre

2
Waterford
1

N. Albany
2
Hebron

2
Unity

2
Fredonia
2

Long [Creek]
1
New Hope
2
Willington
5
College Hill
8

Sand Spring
2
Ebenezer
2
Hopewell
4
Chulahoma
2

Philadelphia
4
Lamar

3
Sarepta

2
Harmony
3

Edmiston
4
Hope

2
Hernando
1
Farmington
1

Bethel

2
Bethesda
2
Euphronia
1
Providence
1

Dr. J. S. Long, R. Elder from N. Albany Church appeared in Presbytery, gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness and was enrolled.

The following minute was adopted, viz: It appearing to the satisfaction of Presbytery that a church was organized by Rev’d W. A. Gray on Saturday before the 4th Sabbath in April last called the Carrollville
 Church, and consisting of eight members with two Ruling Elders, the name thereof was enrolled; and Elder Wm. Nelson representing the same took his seat.

On motion—it was resolved that the existing Committee on Domestic Missions be dis​solved; and that Rev’d T. C. Stuart, J. H. Miller and Elder J. M. Dozier be constituted a new Committee.

The Committee appointed to visit the Waterford Church reported, recommending that the call of that Church for the pastoral services of Rev’d E. F. Hyde be not placed in his hands, which was adopted.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.









Closed with prayers.

Saturday, September 30th 

8 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment. Opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday.
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The minutes of yesterday’s sessions were read & approved.

On motion the Standing Committee on Examinations was remodeled and constituted as follows: viz: On Languages J. N. Waddel, D.D., S. McKinney, D.D., A. Enloe and F. Pat​ton. On Arts and Sciences, W. V. Frierson, E. F. Hyde, S. I. Reid and Henry Walsh. On Theology, T. C. Stuart, Jas. B. Stafford, Angus Johnson and A. H. Caldwell. On Eccles​iastical History, the Sacraments and Church Government L. B. Gaston, W. A. Gray, J. H. Miller, W. T. Savage and Ramsay Henderson.

The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly reported: and their report was accepted, amended and approved, and is as follows, viz: We find an unusual amount of interesting and important matter in the proceedings of the Assembly calling for the atten​tion of Presbytery, and the churches, and we recommend the following action upon the subjects specified.

1. Resolved that we approve “the matter of the Assembly’s Church in Washington City”
  and commend the Agent appointed for this Presbytery-Rev’d L. B. Gaston to the liberal regard of all the Churches.

2. Resolved: that we approve the injunction “to exercise great vigilance to guard against the introduction of the unworthy to a course of preparation for the sacred office,” while at the same time we make earnest efforts to enlarge the ministerial resources of our Church.

3. Resolved: That we cordially recommend the observance of the days appointed by the General Assembly for special prayers, viz: “the last Thursday in February” for colleges— and the afternoon or evening previous to the meeting of the General
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Assembly annually for Divine Guidance hereof.

4. Resolved: That we recognize the importance of the Domestic Missionary work and cordially commend all faithful laborers in that great work and growing field to the tender nurture and prayerful support of all our churches; and we do approve the union of several small churches in the support of one pastor wherever the same may be practicable.

5. Resolved, that in accordance with the recommendation of the General Assembly touch​ing the subject of Systematic Benevolence, it be a Standing Rule of Presbytery: “At our Spring Meeting reports will be called for from all our Ministers and Churches as to the observance of the duty to contribute regularly to the objects of Christian Benevolence recognized by the Assembly in the organization of the Boards of the Church; and to such other institutions as they may deem meet; and the same shall be appended to the usual annual Presbyterial report to the General Assembly.”
6. Resolved: That we adopt in full the following recommendations

1. “Resolved that we affectionately and earnestly recommend to the Churches under our care, that they scrupulously avoid holding out any inducements to a minister to become their Stated Supply or settled pastor which will not be realized.”

2. “Resolved: that we earnestly recommend to every Presbytery, that unless suitable provision be made for the support of a minister or S.S. they decline to give their aid or sanction as a Presbytery to settle him in any congregation which is able to furnish such suitable provision.”

3. “Resolved: That we recommend to the Elders and Deacons and Trustees of our con​​gregations and Churches to meet together on some day before the 1st of November next, and yearly thereafter or oftener if necessary and institute the en​quiry whether the minister or S.S. is properly and fully supported: And if they find that he is not so supported to take immediate measures to increase his sup​port—and report to their Presbytery at their next meeting.”
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4. “Resolved: that —we require of every minister to preach on the subject of minis​terial support ‘that laying aside all false delicacy they enlighten their people upon this as upon any other branch of Christian duty, pleading not for themselves, but for their Master, if happily they may reclaim their respective charges from a griev​ous sin which must bring down God’s displeasure; and that this Presbytery call upon every minister to answer whether he has complied with this injunction.”

Rev’d F. Patton asked and obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres​bytery.
Foreign Missions

The Committee on F. M. reported, and their report was adopted and is as follows, viz: We beg leave to present a statistical report of the amounts contributed by this Presbytery to the cause of F. M. during the last five years. We regard this as the first and indeed the only criteria within our reach by which to determine the interest felt by our churches in behalf of this noble cause.

Amounts Contributed during the years    1850
1851
     1852        1853         1854

In the aggregate for Foreign Missions      $231          $161         $360        $460          354

Amount per capita of whites—                  .17c           .12c           .23c          .27c         .22c

Number of Contributing Churches              15              13              19            13            18

     Do.   of Non-Contributing Churches      19              22              18            25            20

From which statement it appears that a less amount was contributed during the last year than in either of the two preceding years although several hundred members had been added to the communion of our churches within that time. From this statement it also appears that less than half the churches within our bounds contribute to this cause: and this default is not confined to our feeble churches. How can the love of God dwell in the heart of that man who has the means yet contributes nothing to the spread of the Gos​pel? Surely they know not what they do! The Committee would earnestly
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recommend Presbytery to take some definite action on the subject of Systematic Benev​olence as urged by our late General Assembly: believing that such action would not only pro​mote the interests of this cause which has been especially committed to us; but of the various benevolent operations in which our Church is engaged. After which, by invita​tion—Mr. A. J. Witherspoon, agent for the Board of Foreign Missions, addressed Pres​bytery in support of the claims thereof.

Rev’d W. E. Chittenden

The committee appointed on the case of Rev’d W. E. Chittenden reported the following minute which was adopted, viz:

“Mr. Chittenden has not attended a meeting of this Body from the date of his reception until the present—being five years. Nor has he made any communication, thro’ Pres​by​tery has written him three times through its Stated Clerk, and once through the S.C. of the Presbytery in whose bounds he was residing. And reports have reached Presbytery which force them to believe that he has abandoned the work of the Gospel Ministry. Therefore they recommend to the Presbytery that the action of the General Assembly on a similar case be adopted: viz: 

“Resolved that in such cases as that presented in the overture (Ass’y Min., p. 17, A.D. 1854) the Presbytery ought simply to erase the name of the minister from the roll; pro​vided he leaves the church without being chargeable with fundamental error in doctrine or immorality of life.” The name of Rev’d W. E. Chittenden was accordingly erased from the roll of Presbytery.

Presbytery had a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

Presbytery took recess ‘till after public worship. After recess Pby resumed business.

On motion it was Resolved: that the present chairman of the Committee on Domestic Mis​sions is hereby authorized 
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to call upon the former Committee for any funds and papers which may be in their hands for the cause of D. M.

Colportage

The Committee on Colportage presented their report which was accepted and adopted—as follows, viz: The Colporteur Mr. David S. Gaillard has resigned his appointment under the Board of Publication and there is now no agent for the Board in our bounds. There is a considerable lot of books at the depository in Oxford which should be put in circulation as soon as possible. But in addition to the lack of an agent to fill the place vacant, the Committee have to report the loss of the horse belonging to Presbytery and suggest the probably need of purchasing another, for it is exceedingly desirable that this good work of Colportage should be assiduously prosecuted within our bounds; and we recommend this subject to the prayerful regard and liberal support of the Churches.

On motion: it was resolved that the Committee on Colportage be, and they are hereby, directed to purchase a horse for the business of Colportage within our bounds; and exert themselves to procure another colporteur without delay.

Charleston Church

On motion, the Charleston Church was dissolved and the members thereof were attached to Willington Church.
 

On motion: it was resolved that a collection be taken up tomorrow in behalf of the Cause of Foreign Missions.

Rev’d S. I. Reid, principal, and W. T. Savage, alternate, were appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon at the next stated meeting: And the subject assigned was The Mode of Baptism.

Presbyterian Female Collegiate Institute
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On motion, the following resolutions were adopted, viz: Resolved, that this Presbytery authorize the Trustees of the Female Collegiate Institute at Pontotoc, under our care to pro​ceed and complete the necessary buildings and improvements on the premises not ex​ceeding the amount of the estimated cost reported to Presbytery.

Resolved 2. That each Minister and Licentiate of this Presbytery be required to act as agents in their respective fields of labor and use all diligence to raise the sum of Three thousand dollars: One half to be paid on the 1st of January 1855; And the other on the first of January 1856; And report the same to the Presbytery at its next stated meeting.

Resolved 3. That the Stated Clerk of Presbytery be directed to forward a copy of these resolutions to each absent Minister and Licentiate.

Rev’d W. T. Savage, Missionary

On motion—the Chairman of the Committee on D. M. was ordered to pay from funds in his hands the amount due to Rev’d W. T. Savage, for missionary labors performed.

On motion; it was Resolved—that the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to this Congre​gation and Community for their kind and liberal attentions to the members of Presbytery.

Adjourned to meet at College Church on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath of April 1855 at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolical benediction.









   W. T. Savage, 

Moderator

E. F. Hyde,

      Temporary Clerk







L. B. Gaston,







     Stated Clerk.

See Addendum on page following.
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Lebanon Church

{Part of the report of the Rev’d J. H. Miller, committee to visit the Churches of Rev’d F. Patton, omitted on page 68.}

“Whereas we have learned from Rev’d Mr. Patton our Pastor that the salary which he received from Lebanon and Sarepta Chs. is not sufficient to supply his wants; and that we have also learned his desire to remain with these churches provided his family can be supported and be freed from embarrassment and the cares of the world:

Resolved 1, That we the members of Lebanon Church will hereafter, by the grace of God, encourage our Pastor, Rev’d F. Patton by endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace: Also that we will increase his salary to Six hundred dollars, jointly with the Church at Sarepta.

Resolved 2, That we appoint five members from this Congregation to visit our Pastor annually and to enquire into his wants; to see and make provisions that his salary is paid at the proper time.








J. K. Gilmer,








   Chairman
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Spring Meeting  April 1855

College Hill,

April 12th 1855

11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Wm T. Savage, from Col 3:13: After which Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Present: Ministers


Elders

from

Churches

W. V. Frierson



Levi Hope


College Church

W. A. Gray



Rob’t Barber


Water Valley

L. B. Gaston



A. Byers


Sand Spring

A. Johnson



P. H. McCutchen

Oxford

J. N. Waddel, D.D.


John Foster


Hopewell

S. I. Reid



T. N. Dunlap


Holly Springs

W. T. Savage



Thos. Nesbit


Corinth

Henry Walsh



J. R. Gray


Harmony

S. McKinney, D.D.


Theop. Knox


Centre

A. Enloe



Thos. D. Nichol

Panola

Absent




Thos. Means


Hebron

J. B. Stafford



Wilson Bigger


Lebanon

R. Henderson



J. A. McFadden

Hudsonville

T. C. Stuart





F. Patton 

J. H, Miller

A. W. Young

E. F. Hyde and C. S. Dod

Rev’d S. McKinney, D.D. was chosen Moderator; and Rev’d W. A. Gray Temp. Clerk: after which Presbytery took recess for one hour.

After recess Presbytery resumed business.

The minutes of the last stated session of Presbytery were read.
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Brethren T. C. Stuart, A. H. Caldwell, and F. Patton and Ruling Elder Wilson Bigger from Lebanon and J. A. McFadden from Hudsonville appeared in Presbytery and having rendered reasons for tardiness took their seats and were enrolled.

Brethren McKinney, Reid, Gray, Caldwell and Stafford severally gave reasons for ab​sence from the last stated sessions of Presbytery which were sustained.

Rev. S. A. Hodgman of St. Louis Presby. Being present was invited to a seat as a Cor​responding Member.

Mr. Edward C. Davidson,
 a member of the Oxford Church, was introduced to Presbytery as a Candidate for the Gospel Ministry and after examination on experimental religion and his views in seeking the work of the ministry, was received as a Candidate under the care of Presbytery.

Brethren Gaston, Frierson and Hope were appointed a Committee on devotional exer​cises.

E. C. Davidson

Mr. Davidson was examined on the Latin and Greek Languages, and the Sciences as parts of trial, which examination was sustained.

S. S. Gill & E. C. Davidson

Presbytery assigned our Candidate Mr. S. S. Gill, in attendance at Danville Theological Sem​inary, the following parts of trial: viz: 1. as a theme for a Latin Exegesis, “An justi​fication sit operibus?” 2. For a critical exercise Heb 6:4+8. 3. For a Lecture 15th Psalm. 4. For a sermon 2 Cor. 5:21.

Ministerial Support

The ministers of Presbytery were called upon to say whether
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they had preached to their people upon the subject of ministerial support as required by Presbytery: and it appearing that some had failed to do so it was enjoined upon such that they yet comply with the requisition of Presbytery.

Rev’d A. W. Young

Rev’d A. W. Young appeared in Presbytery, signified his intention to remain within our bounds, not having taken the letter of dismission for which he had previously asked, and having assigned reasons for tardiness his name was enrolled.

To morrow 11 o’clock a.m. was appointed the time for preaching the Doctrinal Sermon.

Holly Springs Church

The Church of Holly Springs in answer to the citation made by order of Presbytery at the last stated session, declared its concurrence with the Pastor, Rev’d C. S. Dod, in a request for a dissolution of the pastoral relation; said request was granted, and the church de​clared vacant. And the Stated Clerk was directed to present Bro. Dod the necessary papers, upon his application for a letter of dismission to join the Presbytery of Western District.

Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute

The report of the Trustees and Treasurer of the Presbyterial Female Collegiate Institute at Pontotoc was presented, received and laid over for future consideration.

Doctrinal Sermon

Brother Reid, principal, and Stuart, alternate, were appointed to preach the doctrinal ser​mon at the next stated meeting; and the subject assigned was “The Sovereignty of God.”

Commissioners to General Assembly

Rev’d W. V. Frierson, Principal, with Rev’d T. C. Stuart, Alternate, was elected clerical commissioner; and R. Elder E. L. Frierson,
 principal with R. Elder W. S. Wrenn, alter​nate, was elected lay commissioner to the next General Assembly to meet at Nash​ville.
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The hour of 3 o’clk p.m. tomorrow was appointed to hold a free conversation on the state of religion and Brothers Waddel and Dunlap were appointed a committee to prepare a nar​rative thereupon to be presented to the General Assembly.

Committee on Supplies

Brethren W. V. Frierson, Waddel, Gaston & Dunlap were appointed a Committee on Supplies and reported as follows—Providence, Patton; Unity, Miller; Hebron, Gaston; Carrollville, Gray; New Albany, Stuart; Willington, Johnson; Farmington, Henderson, Stafford; Holly Springs, Waddel; College Church, Caldwell; to preach one Sabbath each before the next meeting of Presbytery and administer the Sacraments if desired by the Churches.  

Brethren Young, Reid, Walsh, Savage, S. McKinney, Witherspoon (Licentiate), J. S. Frier​​son (L.), and Enloe, to preach each one Sabbath at such destitute points as in their judgment good may be done.

Sessional Records

The following committees on Sessional Records were appointed, viz: 

On Center Church records


W. V. Frierson and A. Byers

  “  Hopewell
           “


A. Johnson and T. Nesbit

 “   Chulahoma           “


W. T. Savage & J. R. Gray

 “   Panola
           “


H. Walsh & Thos. Means

 “   Holly Springs       “


J. Waddel & L. Hope

 “   Oxford
           “


Caldwell & Dunlap

 “   College Hill          “


Stuart & Knox

 “   Hebron                  “


Enloe & McCutchen

 “   Corinth                  “


Patton & McFadden

 “   Monroe                 “


Stafford and Nichols 

 “   Pontotoc                “


Gaston & Barber

[75]

 “   Harmony

“


Reid and Foster

 “   Sand Spring
“


Young & Bigger

Presbytery resolved to spend half an hour of its current sessions, each morning in devo​tional exercises.

Adjourned ‘till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock.

Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

April 13th 8 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exercises. Present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday’s ses​sions were read.

The Committees of Sessional records reported recommending their approval, with speci​fied exceptions—which was done.

Rev’ds E. F. Hyde and J. Weatherby

A fraternal communication was received from each of the Brethren, Hyde and Wea​therby, who have remained without our bounds, asking letters of dismission—Brother Hyde to join the Presby. of Yazoo,
 and Bro. Weatherby to join the Presbytery of Tom​beck​bee. The request of each was granted and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish the Brethren Hyde & Weatherby with the requisite testimonials

Philadelphia Church

Rev’d A. H. Caldwell, asked for a dissolution of the pastoral relation between himself and the Philadelphia Chh: and said Church concurring, the request was granted, and the church was thereupon declared vacant.

Sessional Records

All the books having been presented the following committees were appointed to ex​am​ine them, viz:
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On Bethesda 

Chh records


Bros. W. V. Frierson & Rankin

  “  Sarepta

   “
“


   “     Caldwell & Boston

  “  Hudsonville
   “
“


   “     Enloe & J. R. Gray

  “  Bethesda

   “
“


   “     Stafford & McCorley

  “  Pontotoc

   “
“


   “     Walsh & Foster

  “  Carrollville
   “
“


   “     Savage & Newell

  “  Philadelphia
   “
“


   “     Patton & Means

  “  Lamar

   “   
“


   “     Reid & Byers

  “  Lebanon

   “
“


   “     Young & Barber

  “  Water Valley
   “
“


   “     Stuart & Knox

  “  Unity

   “
“


   “     Waddel & Dunlap

Standing Rule

It was ordained that it be a Standing Rule to be observed by sessions of Churches under the care of this Presbytery to require of their delegates to Presbytery on their return, a report of their acts and doings; and that whatever in this report concerns that individual church be recorded in the Session Book.

Disputed Boundary

It having been bro’t to the notice of Presbytery that the Synod of Mississippi have adopted an overture to the General Assembly desiring a transfer of a portion of our terri​tory, Bros. Stuart, Frierson & J. R. Gray were appointed a committee to bring in a minute touching the same.

Rev. W. E. Chittenden

A letter from W. E. Chittenden, whose name has been erased from the roll of Presbytery, was received and read; and Bros. Waddel & Gaston were appointed a committee to draft a letter in reply thereto.
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Other reports on sessional records were made recommending their approval—which was done.

Domestic Missions

The Committee on Domestic Missions reported & their report was received and adopted.

Carrollville Church

A petition from the Carrollville Church asking for the ordination of our Licentiate J. M. Alexander was heard, considered and not granted—for in the judgment of Presbytery it is not prudent to ordain to the Gospel Ministry on a probation of less than one year.

Overture

The following overture was submitted to Presbytery by Rev’d L. B. Gaston, which after discussion was answered in the affirmative, viz: “Is not the admission of non professors of religion, persons who do not belong to the Church, or in any wise submit to its disci​pline—to participate in the administration of the internal affairs of the Church—its gov​ern​ment or order subversive of its organization and is not all Church action controlled by the intervention of such persons, irregular, unconstitutional and void?” Answer: It is.

Presbytery heard the doctrinal sermon on the Mode of Baptism by Rev’d W. T. Savage: then

Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock p.m. after which it resumed business.

Rev’d J. H. Miller appeared in Presby., rendered reasons for tardiness and was enrolled.

Mr. J. S. Williamson, R.E., from Fredonia Church appeared in Presbytery and having ren​dered reasons for tardiness was enrolled.
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College Church

Rev’d L. B. Gaston asked for a dissolution of the pastoral relation between himself and College Church; and the Church concurring, the request was granted, and the church was thereupon declared vacant.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived a free conversation on the state of re​ligion was held.

Mr. J. N. Harper, R. E. from Willington Chh. Appeared in Presbytery, rendered reasons for tardiness, and was enrolled.

The Standing Rule requiring Elders present to say whether the pecuniary liability of the Churches to their pastors had been met, was observed and reports generally satisfactory were given in.

W. S. Livingston

Mr. W. S. Livingston, licentiate under the care of Mississippi Presbytery asked and ob​tained leave to labor within our bounds.

Rev’d F. Patton and R. E. Bigger, W. Bigger, & T. D. Nichol asked and obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Next Stated Meeting

Presbytery resolved to hold its next stated meeting at New Hope Church: and then

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.

Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, 8 o’clock a.m.

April 14th 1855

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday.

Half an hour was spent in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read and cor​rected.

The Committee on Foreign Missions reported and their
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report was accepted and approved.

The Committee on the Narrative presented their report which was accepted and approved, and was directed to be forwarded to the General Assembly.

Mr. Rufus W. Shive,
 a member of the Oxford Chh. was introduced to Presbytery as a Candidate for the Ministry, and was examined on experimental religion and his views lead​ing him to desire the sacred office; which examination was sustained and Mr. Shive was thereupon received under the care of Presbytery—and forthwith put upon his examination in the Latin & Greek Languages, and the Sciences, in all of which, as parts of trial, his examination was sustained: And Mr. Shive was recommended to the aid of the Board of Education in the further prosecution of his studies.

Mr. O. F. Rogers

Mr. Oscar F. Rogers, Candidate, being present was put upon his examination in the Hebrew Language, Theology and Church History with a view to his Licensure, in all of which parts of trial his examination was sustained. The critical exercise of Mr. Rogers was referred to Brethren Waddel & Gaston; and Mr. Rogers then read a Lecture upon the 15th Psalm which was sustained as a part of trial.

Rev’d Mr. Walsh and R. Elder J. Foster asked and obtained leave of absence from the re​maining sessions of Presbytery.

The hour of 3 o’clk p.m. was assigned Mr. Rogers for the delivery of a popular sermon upon the text previously designated.

Presbytery took recess’ till 2 o’clk p.m.: after which it resumed business.

Rev’d W. T. Savage and R. Elders T. Knox, R. Barber obtained leave of ab​sence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

The committee on the critical exercise of Mr. Rogers reported, recommending that it be sustained, which was done.
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Colportage

The Committee on Colportage reported, and their report was accepted and approved; and is as follows, viz: “Your Committee on Colportage report that they have been wholly unable to find a suitable agent for the prosecution of the work and they have con​se​quently avoided incurring any liabilities under the resolution of Presby. instructing them to provide an outfit for the service. But the great difficulty has been the lack of adequate compensation to the Colporteur. We would therefore recommend that Presby​tery pledge itself to meet and defray all just expenses in outfit and repairs incurred by the agent while employed within our bounds: and that the Committee be instructed to carry out the wishes of Presbytery on this subject expressed in its last meeting. To sustain Presbytery in this undertaking the Churches should be called on at every stated meeting of Presby. to report on the contributions they have been able to raise for this purpose. The difficulty in the case of Mr. McCord has been referred to the Board of Publication.”









L. B. Gaston, Chm.

Education

The Committee on Education reported and their report was accepted and approved; and is as follows, viz: “The young men under the care of Presbytery are still, the most of them, pursuing their studies as heretofore. Messrs Gaillard, Morrison and Phillips at the Uni​versity of Mississippi. Mr. Lydell at Ebenezer Academy, Mr. Smith at College Hill, Mr. Allen at Tatesville, Mr. Campbell is teaching for a time. So is Mr. Aughey (at Athens, Kentucky) and Mr. Gill is at the Seminary at Danville. We still commend them to the support of Presbytery.”









L. B. Gaston, Chmn.

The committee on Education were directed to write to Mr. Aughey and remind him of his duty to report to Presbytery his location and the progress he is making in preparation for licensure.
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Mr. Rogers Licensed

The hour of 3 o’clk p.m. having arrived Mr. Rogers delivered a popular sermon upon Eph. 2:8, which together with all the other parts of trial was sustained; and thereupon: At College Church the 14th day of April 1855 the Presbytery of Chickasaw having received testimonials in favor of Oscar F. Rogers; of his having gone through a regular course of literature; of his good moral character; and of his being in the communion of the Church; proceeded to take the usual parts of trial for his licensure; and having given satisfaction as to his accomplishments in literature; as to his experimental acquaintance with religion; and as to his proficiency in divinity and other studies; the Presbytery did, and hereby do express their approbation of all these parts of trial: and he having adopted the Confession of Faith of this Church and satisfactorily answered the questions appoin​ted to be put to candidates to be licensed; the Presbytery did and hereby do license him the said Oscar F. Rogers to preach the Gospel of Christ, as a probationer for the holy min​​istry within the bounds of this Presbytery or wherever else he shall be orderly called.

Boundary

The Committee appointed on the boundary question reported, recommending our hearty resistance of the proposed alteration in our southern boundary, thereby detaching two en​tire counties of the State and our Female Collegiate Institute from our connexion—which recommendation was unanimously adopted.

Female Collegiate Institute

Messrs. G. G. Reneau, Stephen Daggett and Rev’d F. Patton were re-elected to fill vacancies in the Board of Trustees of the Presbyterial Female Institute at Pontotoc: and Rev’d J. N. Waddel, D.D., was chosen to deliver an address on Female Education at the next examination of said Institute.
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Visitors

Rev’d Messrs Reid, Gray, Johnson, Gaston and Stafford and Ruling Elders J. N. Harper, T. L. Dunlap, and G. W. Buford were appointed a Board of Visitors to attend the next public Examination of the pupils in the Presbyterial Female Institute. 

Delinquent Churches

The following churches failed to pay their assessments for the Commissioner’s Fund, viz: New Albany, Bethel, Euphronia, Waterford and Farmington.

Rev’d S. McKinney, D.D. was added to the Standing Committee on Languages.

Presbytery assigned Mr. R. W. Shive for a Latin Exegesis: “An Deus sit unus?”

On motion: it was resolved, that, as the sense of this Presbytery, it is the duty of vacant Churches to pay for the supplies which they may receive from time to time.

On motion, Resolved that the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the citizens of this com​munity for their generous hospitality.

On motion, Resolved that the Stated Clerk be directed to forward the statistical report of Presbytery to the General Assembly at his own discretion.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at New Hope Church on the Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in October next at 11 o’clock a.m.








Sam’l McKinney, Moderator

W. A. Gray, Temporary Clerk.







L. B. Gaston, Stated Clerk
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New Hope
 Church

October 12, 1855

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment at New Hope Church, Tisho​mingo County, Mi. and was opened in the absence of the Moderator, with a sermon by Rev’d L. B. Gaston from Isaiah 57:14. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Present:   Ministers & Elders from




Churches

J. B. Stafford 


J. K. Morrison



New Hope

W. V. Frierson


Wm Horan



Zion

W. A. Gray


Levi Hope



College

L. B. Gaston


A. O. Cannon



Philadelphia

F. Patton


D. Miller



Lebanon & Sarepta

R. Henderson


J. Wiley



Harmony

Absent



J. M. Simpson



New Albany

J. N. Waddel, D.D.

Thos. Means



Hebron

T. C. Stuart


W. K. Nelson



Carrollville

J. H. Miller


Chas. Smith



Providence

H. Walsh


Thos. R. Bell



Unity

A. W. Young


Without representation there were Bethany, Monroe, Rip-

A. Johnson


ley, Water Valley, Sand Springs, Panola, Ebenezer, Ox-

W. T. Savage


ford, Hopewell, Corinth, Holly Springs, Chulahoma, Phila-

S. I. Reid


delphia [circled, see above], Hudsonville, Lamar, Pontotoc,

A. Enloe


Canton, Hope, Waterford, Edmiston, Hernando, Farming-

S. McKinney, D.D.

ton, Bethel, Fredonia, Bethesda, Euphronia & Long Creek.

A. H. Caldwell

Rev’d W. A. Gray was chosen Moderator and Rev’d F. Patton, Tem. Clerk. The Moder​ator and Rev’d R. Henderson and Elder J. K. Morrison were appointed a committee on Devotional Exercises.
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 [Walnut Creek Church Organized]

Rev’d W. A. Gray reported the organization of a new church named Walnut Creek
 Ch in Tippah County with twelve members and one Ruling elder which was received under care of Presbytery and the Elder J. M. Blake, being present, his name was enrolled.

Mr. Donald Street, R. E. from Euphronia Chh appeared and having rendered reasons for tardiness was enrolled.

Letters from Brothers Waddel and Johnson were received, rendering reasons for absence from this meeting of Presbytery which were sustained.

Education

The Committee on Education reported and their report was accepted and approved and was as follows, viz: “The young men under our care in course of preparation for the ministry are variously employed. Mr. S. S. Gill is at the seminary at Danville, Mr. Shive, at the seminary at Columbia; Mr. Morrison will present himself to Presbytery for exami​nation preparatory to his entering the same; Messrs Gaillard and Davidson are tempor​arily engaged in teaching; Mr. Phillips has left college and engaged in teaching with what intent is uncertain; Messrs Smith, in the Sophomore, and Lyddell and Camp​bell in the Freshman Class, having entered college at the University of Mississippi. Mr. Aughey was at Athens, Kentucky, teaching when last heard from, and Mr. Allen is at Bro. Young’s academy in DeSoto County. We thus have ten young men under our super​vision and more or less dependant on our support and it may well be enquired whether the Churches are coming up to their duty when the means are wanting to obviate the ne​ces​sity for their suspension of the course of study and engagement in the distracting labor of teaching for supporting themselves? Will God bless the churches that lift not up the hands that hung down nor strengthen the feeble knees? We should all be awake to a lively sense of this great responsibility resting upon us.









L. B. Gaston, Chm.
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Colportage

The report of the Committee on Colportage was received and referred to Bros. Frierson, Patton & Wiley.

Commissioner’s Report

The report of the Rev’d W. V. Frierson, ministerial commissioner to the General Assem​bly was heard and approved.

Rev’d T. C. Stuart, principal and R. Henderson alternate as ministerial; and Ruling Elders, W. H, H. Wendell, of Oxford Chh, and W. J. Wrenn of Panola Chh as lay com​missioners to the next General Assembly were nominated for election at the next Spring Meeting.

Doctrinal Sermon

Bros. Reid and Stuart appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon but neither of them being present were continued in the appointment for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Visitors Report

The report of the Board of Visitors to attend the public Examination of the pupils in the Presbyterial Female Institute at Pontotoc was heard and approved.

Rev’d W. V. Frierson offered his resignation of the Office of Trustee in the Board, which was accepted; and Elder Joseph Wiley was elected to fill the vacancy occasioned thereby in the Board of Trustees for the Presbyterial Female Collegiate Institute at Pontotoc.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at half past eight o’clock. 

Closed with prayer.

Saturday, October 13, 1855

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayers. Present as on yes​terday. The minutes of yesterday’s sessions were read. The hour of two o’clock to day was appointed for a free conversation on the state of religion and Rev R. Henderson and Elder L. Hope were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative to Synod.
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Church Extension

The Stated Clerk presented a circular letter from the Church Extension Committee, at St. Louis requesting the appointment of a Presbyterial Committee auxiliary to the same—which was agreed to—and Brethren Gaston, Henderson and Means were appointed such committee.

Rev’d J. B. Stafford presented a request for the recommendation of Presbytery to the Church Extension Committee for an appropriation in aid of the building committee of New Hope Church which was referred to the Presbyterial C. E. Committee.

Place of Next Meeting of Presbytery

It was resolved that the next Spring Meeting of Presbytery shall be held at Edmiston Church at the time fixed by rule.

Colportage

On motion the roll was called for members to answer on the observance of the order of Presbytery at last meeting for all the Churches to raise collections in aid of the Col​port​age service when it was found that nothing had been done, and the matter was re​ferred to the Special Committee on the subject.

Mr. J. M. Alexander

A call from Hebron Church for one third part of the time of the pastoral service of Mr. J. M. Alexander, Licentiate, was presented to presbytery by the Ruling Elder in attendance, which was received and referred to a special committee, Bros. Frierson, Patton, and Street.

The hour for the order of the day, viz: a free conversation on the State of Religion, having ar​rived, Presbytery engaged therein—after which Presbytery had recess until one o’clk p.m.

After recess Presbytery resumed business: and Brethren Stafford and White were appoin​ted a Committee on Supplies.
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Mr. H. M. Morrison

On motion Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. H. M. Morrison in the Latin & Greek Languages and upon the Natural Sciences in view of preparing the way for his pros​ecution of a Theological Course of Study at Columbia—and his Examination was sus​tained: And he was directed to prepare for future exhibition parts of trial as follows, viz: For a “Latin Exegesis”: “Quare Moriemur?” for “a Lecture”: Acts 10:1x18. For a Critical Exercise: “Gal 2:15x21; for “a Sermon”: Rom. 10:10.

Mr. J. A. Kimmons

Mr. John A. Kimmons was received under care of Presbytery as a Licentiate by certifi​cate from the Presbytery of New Albany.

Call from Hebron Church

The Committee on the Call from Hebron Church reported and their report was adopted, viz: After conference with the Elder from that Church and Bro Alexander, for the reason that the sum specified in the call is not sufficient to free him from worldly cares, they recommend that the call be not placed in the hands of Bro Alexander: But

On motion Presbytery proceeded to the examination of Bro. Alexander upon remaining subjects, viz: the Sacraments and Church Government with a view to his ordination as an Evangelist-and the examination being satisfactory was sustained, and Eph. 2:8, 9 was assigned him for a trial sermon, and the hour of seven o’clk p.m. was set apart for the or​di​nation services—the Moderator to preside and propound the constitutional questions; and Bro. Gaston to deliver the charge.

Overture

Rev’d R. Henderson submitted the following Overture, viz: “Is it proper and admissible for any church session to grant letter of dismission to persons making application without assigning any reasons?” which was answered in the negative.
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Supplies
The Report of the committee on supplies was received and adopted and is as follows, viz:  Rev’d F. Patton to preach one Sabbath at Pittsborough. The other members of Presbytery with the licentiates, Frierson, Kimmons and Witherspoon to preach one Sabbath each to destitute chhs most convenient.

Assessment

The committee to assess the churches for raising the Commissioners fund reported as fol​lows, viz:

Pontotoc $5. Corinth $3. Sand Spring $. Hudsonville $8. Holly Springs $13. Philadelphia $8. Lamar $6. Prospect $1. Water Valley $8. Willington $5. Hebron $2. Hopewell $5. Hernando $2. Harmony $8. Waterford $2. Centre & Hope $6. Bethany $3. Ripley $10. Oxford $10. Chulahoma $3. Lebanon $6. Sarepta $4. New Hope $3. College $12. Edmiston $10. Zion $8. Fredonia $2. Euphronia $1. Walnut Creek $2. Unity $2. Prov​idence $2. Panola $3. Bethesda $4.
          Presbytery took recess until 7 o’clk p.m.

After recess resumed business.

Ordination of Mr. James M. Alexander

Presbytery having heard the sermon of Mr. Alexander and the roll having been called, with very few criticisms, it was unanimously sustained as a part of trial; and Presbytery being fully satisfied with his qualifications for the sacred office proceeded to ordain and set him apart to the Gospel Ministry. The Moderator presided & proposed the constitu​tional questions and then by prayer and with the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery according to the Apostolic example did solemnly ordain him to the holy office of the Gos​pel Ministry. Bro. Gaston then delivered the appointed charge to the newly ordained Brother, to persevere in the discharge of his duties as an Evangelist, and invoked the bles​sing of God thereupon.
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On motion the name of Bro. Alexander was enrolled amongst the members of Presbytery.

On motion it was Resolved: That Bro Henderson present the thanks of Presbytery to the people of this vicinity for their kind and liberal hospitality in the entertainment of mem​bers.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at Denmark, Tennessee, on the call of the Mod​erator.

Closed with singing, prayer and the Apostolic Benediction.

William A. Gray, Moderator

F. Patton, Temporary Clerk

L. B. Gaston, Stated Clerk

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Presbytery of Chickasaw respect​fully report that they have, with care, looked over the records, and find that they are kept with commendable neatness, and recommend that they be approved, with two exceptions, viz:

On page 47 we find an order that a list of Sessional records be approved, without any re​port having been made concerning said records.

On page 89 we find a motion to enroll the name of a newly ordained brother among the members of the Presbytery. Your committee are of the opinion that that motion was un​neces​sary. 
H. M. Kerr Chairman

Denmark, Tenn

October 20, 1855

Peter R. Blair, Mo[derator]. 
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Denmark, Tenn.

October 20, 1855

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator: Opened with prayer: Present Ministers W. A. Gray, Mod., T. C. Stuart, L. B. Gaston, F. Patton, A. H. Caldwell and Elder W. H. Kim​mons from Hopewell Church.

The unfinished business in Presbytery was taken up and the Special Committee on Col​portage reported their inability to suggest any plan by which the service may be re​sumed within our bounds. Whereupon the Standing Committee was authorized to con​tract with a suitable agent, if to be procured, by enlarging the compensation three hundred dollars be​yond the customary allowance of the Board, and appeal to the churches to raise the same by an apportionment thereof on the plan of the assessment for the Commissioner’s fund: for the first year, and two hundred dollars for the second year, and ever thereafter.

On motion, Presbytery adjourned to meet at Edmiston Church at the time appointed. Closed with prayer.

Wm A. Gray, Moderator

F. Patton, Temporary Clerk 

L. B. Gaston, Stated Clerk
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Edmiston Church

DeSoto Co., Mi.

April 17, 1856

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a ser​mon by Rev’d W. A. Gray, the Moderator, from 2 Peter 3:18, first clause of the verse. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Members Present

Ministers



Ruling Elders

from

Churches

William A. Gray


John Kerr

   “

Water Valley

L. B. Gaston



Goodloe W. Buford
   “

College Church

J. H. Miller



Dan’l McFarland
   “

Hopewell

A. Johnson



N. D. Gray

   “

Sand Spring

S. I. Reid



R. W. Martin

   “

Philadelphia

A. H. Caldwell


W. F. Mason

   “

Holly Springs

H. Walsh



James Wilson

   “

Chulahoma

A. Enloe



Thos. Nesbit

   “

Corinth

Absent




E. Kilpatrick

   “

Hudsonville

J. B. Stafford



J. C. Murphey

   “

Edmiston

W. V. Frierson



Jas M. Blake

   “

Walnut Creek

F. Patton



Jas. J. Williamson
   “

Fredonia

R. Henderson





W. T. Savage



The churches not represented are Bethany, New

J. M. Alexander


Hope, Monroe, Willington, Zion Ripley, Panola,

J. N. Waddel, D.D.


Ebenezer, Oxford, Chulahoma [sic], Lamar, Leb-

S. McKinney, D.D.


anon, Sarepta, Pontotoc Harmony, Centre, Hope, 

A. W. Young



Waterford, New Albany, Hernando, Hebron, Far-

T. C. Stuart



mington, Unity, Bethel, [and] Fredonia [sic].

Rev’d A. H. Caldwell was chosen Moderator and Rev’d A. Enloe Temporary Clerk: after which Presbytery took recess one hour
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After recess Presbytery resumed business: The minutes of the last regular and adjourned meetings were read.

Letters were received from Brethren T. C. Stuart, Waddel and Frierson stating reasons for absence from the present meeting of Presbytery, which were sustained.

Mr. A. J. Witherspoon, Licentiate, at his request, was granted a letter of dismission to place himself under the care of So. Alabama Presbytery—and—

Mr. John T. Frierson was in like manner dismissed to the care of the Presbytery of Maury, Tennessee.

The hour of 10 o’clock tomorrow was set for a free conversation on the subject of re​ligion; and Rev’d S. I. Reid and Elder J. Wilson were appointed a Committee to prepare the Narrative to the General Assembly.

The Moderator, Rev’d H. Walsh and Elder G. C. Murphey were appointed a Committee on Devotional Exercises.

Rev’d T. C. Stuart, Principal: and Rev’d S. McKinney, D.D., Alternate, were appointed ministerial Commissioners to the next Gen’l Assembly to meet in New York: and Ruling Elders T. L. Dunlap Pr. And W. F. Mason, alt., lay Commissioners to the same.

[Henry H. Paine Received]

A certificate from the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Montgomery [Virginia] dis​mis​sing the Rev’d Henry H. Paine
 to join this Presbytery was presented; and being found in order, and the Brother being present he was examined according to rule and his exam​i​nation being sustained, he was received and his name was placed upon the roll of Pres​bytery.

A certificate from the Stated Clerk of Maury Presbytery dismissing Rev’d Daniel G. Doak
 to join this Presbytery was presented; and being found in order: and the Bro. Being present he was examined according to rule and his
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examination being sustained he was received and his name was placed upon the roll of Presbytery.

Pastoral Call

A call for the pastoral services of Rev’d H. H. Paine was presented by the Elder from Holly Springs Church in behalf of the same, and being found in order was placed in the Brother’s hands, who signified his acceptance thereof; whereupon it was ordered that Rev’d D. G. Doak and Rev’d Jn. N. Waddel, D.D. be a committee to install Rev’d H. H. Paine Pastor of the Church at Holly Springs on a day of their own appointment—that Bro. Doak preach the sermon and deliver the charge to the people; and Bro Waddel pre​side and give the charge to the Pastor. 

Sessional Records

The following Committees on Sessional Records were appointed, viz:

Of Holly Springs Church




Johnson & Kerr

Hudsonville





Gray & Buford

College





Gaston & McFarland

Sand Spring





Reid & Martin

Chulahoma





Miller & Murphey

Water Valley





Walsh & Kilpatrick

Edmiston





Reid & Nesbit

Hopewell





Paine & Mason

Oxford






Doak & Blake

Philadelphia





Gray & Buford

Corinth





Johnson & Kerr

Fredonia





Gaston & N. D. Gray

Pontotoc





Walsh & Kilpatrick

Harmony





     do.            do.

Bethesda





Reid & Martin
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Domestic Missions

The Committee on Domestic Missions reported, and their report was accepted and ap​proved: and on motion—Bros. Doak and Buford were appointed a Committee to audit the accounts of the same.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning 8 o’clock.

Closed with prayer.

Friday morning 8 o’clock

April 18, 1856

Presbytery met according to adjournment: Opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read and corrected.

Mr. Jas. S. Williamson R. E. from Fredonia Church appeared and hiving rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained took his seat in Presbytery.

The Committee on Devotional exercises reported preaching
 today at 11 o’clock by Bro. Kimmons, tonight at 7 o’clock by Bro. Johnson—Doctrinal Sermon tomorrow at 11 o’clock by Bro Reid—at 3 o’clk on Saturday evening by Bro. Caldwell: and 7 o’clk by Bro. Enloe.

Spring Creek

A petition from sundry persons residing on Spring Creek in the S. E. part of Marshall County was presented, praying the organization of a new Church: in answer to which the following minute was adopted, viz:

Resolved that the petition from residents on Spring Creek be granted: and that Rev’d A. Enloe and Elders, John Barber and John Oswald of Waterford Church, are hereby ap​point​ed a Committee to visit said congregation and if the way be clear, to organize a Church and report their action to the next meeting of Presbytery.

Committees on Sessional Records reported and their
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reports were severally considered and adopted.

On motion it was made the special order of the day that at 2 o’clock p.m. Presbytery shall discuss the subject of our domestic missionary operations.

Rev’d S. McKinney, D.D., appeared and having given satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat.

Rev’d A. W. Young appeared and having given reasons for tardiness—business in Mem​phis—which was not sustained, took his seat.

Rev’d Jno. H. Gray, D.D., from the Presbytery of Memphis being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived Presbytery held a free Conversation on the State of Religion. 

The hour for Divine Worship arrived, after, which Presbytery attended to the order of the day and discussed the subject of Domestic Missionary Operations—whereupon it was—Resolved: That each missionary in the bounds of Presbytery is required to give punctual attendance on the meetings of Presbytery:—and when impracticable to do so, to send up reports as to what they are doing and what has been their success in the work: and also what the churches are doing for their support: and that the Stated Clerk be instructed to inform them of this requisition of Presbytery.

The Committee on Supplies reported the appointment of Bros. Miller, Frierson, and Pat​ton to supply the pulpit of our Commissioner to the General Assembly each one Sabbath, which report was adopted.

A Latin Exegesis by Mr. Aughey Candidate for the Ministry under our care, was sub​mit​ted to Presbytery, and being received was placed in the hands of the Committee on Lang​uages who reported recommending that it be approved as a part of trial and their report was adopted: and for other parts of trial Presbytery then
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assigned the Brother 1. for a critical Exercise Rom. 9:1+5. 2. for a Popular Lecture Psalm 25. And 3. for a Sermon, Rom. 1:16.

Female Collegiate Institute

The Semiannual Report of the Board of Trustees of the Presbyterial Female Collegiate Institute at Pontotoc was received and approved-and—

Brethren Johnson, Gray, Paine, H. H. Kimmons, and G. W. Buford were appointed a Board of Visitors to attend specially the next annual public examination of pupils at the Institute in July next, and report to Presbytery.

On motion Rev. T. C. Stuart, Dr. M. King and Mr. Jos. Wiley were selected Trustees of said Institute for the term of three years.

The Legislature of the State have granted the application for an amendment of the Charter authorizing the appointment of nine additional Trustees. The following persons were chosen viz: Rev’d A. Johnson, Mr. Thos. N. Buford and Dr. R. S Stewart for the term of three years; Rev’d J. N. Carothers,
 Dr. J. N. Witherspoon and Maj. J. V. Hughes for the term of two years: and Rev’d W. A. Gray, Hon. H. R. Miller and H. A. Barr Esq. for the term of one year.

Place of the Next Meeting

Philadelphia Church was chosen the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning 8 o’clock. 

Closed with prayer.

Saturday, April 19: 

8 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​ter​day. The minutes of yesterday were read.
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Mr. John Kerr R. E. from Water Valley asked and obtained leave of absence from the re​maining sessions of this meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery observed the standing rule requiring the Elders to report on the payments of salaries to ministers, and their reports were in most cases satisfactory.

The committee to audit the account of the Standing Committee on Dom. Miss. reported that they find them correctly kept-which report was accepted and approved.

On motion it was resolved: That at two o’clock p.m. Presbytery will again take up the con​​sideration of Domestic Missions with reference to the policy and measures most advis​​able: And Rev’d Messrs McKinney, Gaston, Miller & Johnson were appointed a com​mittee to report upon the subject at that hour.

Rev’d A. W. Young asked and obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

The Committee on the Narrative reported and their report was accepted and adopted; and the Stated Clerk was directed to forward the same to the General Assembly.

Colportage

The Committee on Colportage reported: and the report was accepted and adopted, viz: we have at last secured the services of a Colporteur—Mr. James H. Flinn hitherto engaged within the bounds of the Presbytery of Memphis on the terms authorized by Presbytery at its last meeting or equivalent thereto. Mr. Flinn will enter upon the service in July. The Comm. Recommend that the measure of assessing the Churches be not carried out, But that Presbytery make an urgent appeal to them to sustain the work by liberal contri​bu​tions. And we also recommend
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that the collections reported to Presbytery for the Board of Publication be appropriated to this object in connexion with the funds in hand, which amount to Forty One Dollars and fifty cents ($41.50).

The hour for the order of the day having arrived Presbytery heard the doctrinal Sermon by Bro. Reid.

Bro. Reid asked and obtained leave of absence for the remaining sessions of Presbytery—as did also Bros. Paine, Miller & McKinney, after 4 o’clk p.m.

Presbytery took Recess: after which business was resumed: and the hour for the order of the day having arrived Presbytery took up the subject of

Domestic Missions

The Committee appointed reported as follows: viz
“After prayerful consideration your Comm. Propose the following plan of operation.

1. That this Presbytery send out two ministers together to do the work of Evangelists for one month between this and the next Spring meeting of Presbytery, when they will report the results of their missions.

2. That at each place of meeting or whenever deemed expedient they shall solicit contri​bu​tions to defray expenses of the work.

3. That each minister having a charge shall receive an allowance sufficient to defray ex​penses: and each minister without charge shall receive fifty dollars ($50.00).

4. That at each Spring meeting Presbytery shall arrange and apportion the work for the en​suing year.”

And this report with its recommendations was adopted and Presbytery arranged and ap​por​tioned the work for the
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current year as follows viz:  Allowing the proper exercise of their own discretion, to vary the fields of labor—and put in the time where it may clearly appear to them most advan​tageous, Presbytery assigns to Bros.

1.   Johnson & Savage 
portions of 
Tallahatchie, Sunflower & Bolivar

2.   McKinney & Walsh                “       “
Coahoma & Tunica Counties

3.   Young & Enloe    
                  “       “      
DeSoto and Panola 
    “

4.   Reid & Doak
                  “       “
Tallahatchie & Panola    “

5.   Caldwell & Paine
                  “       “
Marshall & Tippah         “

6.   Gray & Henderson
      “       “
Tishomingo & Tippah    “

7.   Miller & Rogers
                  “       “
Ittawamba & Pontotoc   “

8.   Frierson & Kimmons              “       “
Ittawamba & Tishomingo

9.   Stuart & Patton                       “       “
Calhoun & Yalobusha     “

10. Gaston & Alexander               “       “    
Tippah & Tishomingo     “

11. Waddel & Stafford                  “       “
Lafayette & Panola          “

Bros. Stuart principal and Walsh alternate were appointed to preach the next doctrinal ser​mon, and the subject assigned was the doctrine of Regeneration.

On motion it was resolved, that, whereas a change is proposed from a Presbyterial to a Synodical representation in forming the General Assembly, this Presbytery is opposed to such change.

The Committee on Education submitted the following report which was accepted and approved, viz: Our candidates—Smith in the Sophomore Class and Campbell & Lyddell in the Freshman Class are successfully pursuing their studies at the University of Mis​sis​sippi; Messrs Gaillard & Davidson are teaching to obtain funds and design going to Sem​inary next Fall; Mr. Gill is at the Seminary at Danville; Messrs, Morrison & Shive are at Columbia Seminary- And Mr. Aughey is teaching and pursuing his
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theological studies under Bro. Reid at Holly Springs. Mr. Allen has suspended his studies and withdrawn from our care. The Committee during the past ecclesiastical year have received $83.40 and have paid out $45.00—leaving a bal. in hand of $38.40.

The Standing Committee on Colportage was at their own request, dissolved and a new Committee constituted consisting of Brethren Paine, Chairman, Reid & H. Craft of Holly Springs.

The Statistical Report of Presbytery was read and approved, and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly, by the Stated Clerk.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at Philadelphia Church on Thursday before the first Sabbath in October 1856.

A. H. Caldwell, Moderator

Asahel Enloe, Temporary Clerk


L. B. Gaston, Stated Clerk

Zion Church, 

September 5, 1856

At the request of two ministers and two elders Presbytery was called by the Moderator to meet at Zion Church on Friday the 5th of September at 11 o’clock a.m. for the purpose of receiving T. Dwight Witherspoon under the care of Presbytery as a candidate for the Gos​pel Ministry. By Providential hindrance (of an extraordinary flood of Rain)
 the mem​bers of Presbytery were not able to reach the place at the time appoin-
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ted: but on the next day, Saturday the 6th of September, a quorum being present & Presbytery was opened with a sermon by Rev’d J. N. Waddel, D.D., from John 7:17, “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God.” The Moderator of Presbytery being absent Rev’d Jno. H. Miller, the last Moderator present, proceeded to constitute the sessions with prayer.

The following members were present—Ministers W. V. Frierson, Jno. N. Waddel, D.D., J. W. Alexander and J. H. Miller—Elders, J. W. Crumb of Zion Church. Bro. Waddel was chosen Moderator and Mr. Miller Temporary Clerk.

Mr. T. Dwight Witherspoon
 came before Presbytery and asked to be received under its care as a Candidate for the Ministry.

On motion Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. Witherspoon on experimental religion and the motives which influenced him to desire the sacred office; which examination was sustained. Having also produced satisfactory testimonials of having gone through a reg​ular course of learning he was received under care of the Presbytery.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at the time and place of the regular Fall meeting.

Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.

Jn. N. Waddel, Mod.




Jno. H. Miller, Temp. Clk.

 [102]

Philadelphia Church, Marshall Co., Mi.

October 1st, 1856

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator Rev’d A. H. Caldwell from Daniel 12:3, “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” Presbytery was then constituted with prayer. The following members were present, viz:

Ministers
          and

Elders

        from

Churches

J. B. Stafford



Wm Peden



Bethany

W. V. Frierson



J. W. Powell



Monroe

A. W. Young



Isaac White



Zion

L. B. Gaston



James Wiley



College

S. I. Reid



H. H. Kimmons


Hopewell

A. H. Caldwell


Thos. L. Dunlap


Holly Springs

F. Patton



Jas. Wilson



Chulahoma

J. H. Miller



A. J. Williamson


Philadelphia

D. G. Doak



W. W. Wallis



Hudsonville

H. H. Paine



H. N. Means



Sarepta &

                   Lebanon






I. R. Gray



Harmony






Thos. Means



Hebron






Wm Rankin



Bethesda






P. Martin



Walnut Creek






F. Ramseur 



Rose Hill

The following churches were not represented: New Hope, Willington, Ripley, Sand Spring, Panola, Ebenezer, Lamar, Pontotoc, Centre, Waterford, New Albany, Hernando, Farmington, Bethel, Long Creek, Euphronia, Carrollville, Providence. Others not men​tioned on the roll were represented on the 2nd day. The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.
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Rev’d J. H. Miller presented the minutes of a pro re nata meeting called to meet on the 5th of September at Zion Church, and the same having been read, Presbytery considered the failure of duty in members to attend at the time appointed from the cause stated as not vitiating the proceedings and having approved the minutes directed them to be recorded in their proper place, as has been done.

Brethren Stafford, Frierson & Patton, gave satisfactory reasons for absence at the last stated meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock p.m. After recess resumed business.

Rev’d N. Chevalier from the Presbytery of Montgomery and Synod of Virginia being pres​ent was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

[Rose Hill Church Organized]

Rev’d A. H. Caldwell reported the organization of a new Church named Rose Hill
 which was received under care of Presbytery, and having 12 members and two elders, Franklin Ransom, a ruling Elder from said Church being present took his seat in Presbytery.

Rev’d S. I. Reid, A. J. Williamson, Elder, and the Moderator were appointed a com​mittee on Devotional Exercises.

Nomination of Commissioners

Rev’d J. N. Waddel, D.D., as principal, and Rev’d A. W. Young as alternate, were nomi​nated as ministerial commissioners; and Elders J. N. Witherspoon of Zion Church, princi​pal, and Wm. F. Mason of Holly Springs Church, alternate, as lay commissioners to the next General Assembly to meet in Lexington, Kentucky.

Elder T. L. Dunlap,
 commissioner to the last General Assembly reported, and his report was approved.

Brothers Paine and Wiley were appointed a committee to examine the Minutes of the last meeting of the Gen. Assy.
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A free conversation on the subject of religion was made the order of the day for 2 o’clk tomorrow evening.

Brothers Miller and Dunlap were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative on the state of religion within our bounds to the next meeting of Synod at LaGrange, Tenn.

The examination of Mr. J. H. Aughey Candidate for the Ministry, with a view to licen​sure if the way be clear, was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock tomorrow evening.

Rev’d H. Walsh and Elders A. R. Hutchinson from Edmiston Church and J. C. Murray from Water Valley Church appeared and rendered reasons for tardiness which were sus​tained.

Division of Presbytery

The subject of a division of Presbytery
 was introduced, discussed, and referred to a com​mittee consisting of brethren Miller, Caldwell, Young, Patton and Dunlap.

The committee appointed at the last meeting to install Rev’d H. H. Paine pastor of the Church at Holly Springs reported the performance of that duty on the 3rd Sabbath in May last.

The reports of supplies appointed at the last meeting were heard and approved.

Female Collegiate Institute

Rev’d H. H. Paine, chairman of the Board of Visitors appointed to attend the regular annual examination of pupils in the Presbyterial Female Collegiate Institute at Pontotoc reported compliance with the order of Presbytery and giving a highly encouraging repre​sentation of the state, conduct and prospects of the school still under the control of Presi​dent A. H. Conkey his report was approved.

Rev’d J. M. Alexander and R. Henderson appeared and rendered 
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reasons for tardiness, and also for absence from the last meeting of Presbytery, which were sustained.

Brothers Caldwell and Wiley were appointed a committee to assess the Churches for the Commissioner’s Fund.

[Samuel McKinney Dismissed to Louisiana]

Rev’d S. McKinney, D.D., on application made through Bro. Young was dismissed to join the Presbytery of Louisiana and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish with a certificate of such dismission.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.

Closed with prayer.

Friday morning, 9 o’clock

Oct. 1, 1856

Presbytery met according to adjournment. The sessions were opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday’s sessions were read and corrected.

Brethren W. T. Savage and Elders R. J. Mnason from Hope Church and J. Robinson from Sand Spring Church, and P. W. McCutchen from Oxford Church, and Jas. Wil​liam​son from Fredonia Church appeared and rendered reasons for tardiness and Bro. Savage also gave reasons for absence from the last meeting of Presbytery—all of which were sus​tained.

Rev’d J. N. Waddel, D.D., by letter addressed to the Moderator rendered reasons for ab​sence at this meeting which were sustained.

[Certificate of Dismission for Candidate Shive Refused]

A letter was received from Mr. R. W. Shive, candidate for the ministry under our care at the Theological Seminary at Columbia, S. C., requesting a letter of dismission from the care of this Presbytery to that of the Presbytery of Charleston, which request [presbytery] did not deem it expedient to grant; and instructed the Stated Clerk to communicate the sense of Presbytery so often wounded by similar applications, to the young Brother.
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The committee to assess the churches reported and recommended the following assess​ment which was adopted: viz,

Pontotoc $2.50, Corinth 1.50, Sand Spring 2, Hudsonville 4, Holly Springs 9.50, Phila​delphia 4, Lamar 3, Prospect 1.00, Water Valley 4, Willington 2.50, Hebron 1, Hopewell 2.50, Zion 4, Hernando 1, Harmony 4, Waterford 1, Centre & Hope 3, Bethany 1.50, Ripley 5, Oxford 5, Chulahoma 1.50, Lebanon 3, Sarepta 2, Hew Hope 1.50, College Church 6, Edmiston 5, Fredonia 1, Euphrona 1, Walnut Creek 1, Unity 1, Providence 1.00, Panola 1, Bethesda 2, Rose Hill 1.

Rev’d A. Enloe appeared and rendered reasons for tardiness which were not sustained.

Elders Angus McCalla from Waterford Church, F. Boston from Unity Church, and Thom. Nesbitt from Corinth Church appeared & rendered reasons for tardiness which were sus​tained.

 [Division of Presbytery—New Boundaries Defined]

The committee on the question of a division of Presbytery reported, recommending the following overture to Synod which was adopted: viz,

Resolved—That the Presbytery of Chickasaw overture the Synod of Memphis and peti​tion for a division of their Body into two Presbyteries by establishing a line of terri​torial division commencing at a point coincident with the North East corner of Marshall Coun​ty, Mississippi; and running south with the basis meridian of the Chickasaw land district surveys to the North East corner of Lafayette County—thence west along the County line to the west boundary line of Range No. 3, W. thence south along said Range line to the Southern boundary of said County—thence east to the North West corner of Calhoun County—thence south along the line of said county to the Southern boundary of the Presbytery; thereby setting off J. B. Stafford,
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T. C. Stuart, W. V. Frierson, W. A. Gray, L. B. Gaston, Jno H. Miller, F. Patton, Jno. N. Waddel, D.D., R. Henderson, and J. M. Alexander, Ministers; and O. F. Rogers and J. A. Kimmons Licentiates, together with the churches falling East of said line to constitute and be one Presbytery retaining the name and books of record of the original Chickasaw Presbytery; and also thereby setting off S. I. Reid, A. Johnson, A. W. Young, A. H. Cald​well, H. Walsh, D. G. Doak, H. H. Paine, A. Enloe and W. T. Savage, Ministers, together with the Churches falling west of said line to constitute and be one Presbytery to be called and known by the name of North Mississippi Presbytery; and that Synod appoint the time and place and order for the said latter presbytery to meet and organize.

On motion the Stated Clerk was directed to lay this overture before the Synod of Mem​phis.

The ayes and noes having been called for, upon the final vote on this action, stood as follows. Ayes. Ministers J. B. Stafford, W. V. Frierson, L. B. Gaston, A. W. Young, F. Patton, J. H. Miller, J. M. Alexander. Elders—W. Peden, J. W. Newell, J. Wiley, J. R. Gray, T. Means, P. Martin, P. H. McCutchen, Jas. Williamson, F. Boston, 16. Noes—Ministers, S. I. Reid, H. H. Paine, W. T. Savage, A. Enloe. Elders, H. H. Kimmons, T. L. Dunlap, Jas Wilson, A. J. Williamson, W. W. Wallis, A. N. Means, W. Rankin, F. Ramseur, J. C. Murray, R. J. Mnason, A. McCalla, 15.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported and their report was approved. Had recess for one hour & then resumed business.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived Presbytery held a free conversation on the subject of religion.

The hour for the second order of the day having arrived the examination of Mr. Aughey was postponed and made the order of the day for tomorrow morning 9 o’clock.
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Rev’d F. Patton presented a request for the dissolution of the pastoral relation between him and the Churches of Lebanon and Sarepta submitting the reasons therefore to the judgment of Presbytery which referred the subject to a committee consisting of Brethren Paine, Miller and Wiley.

Elder J. D. Allen from Hernando Church appeared and rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at half past 8 o’clk tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday Oct. 3rd 1856

Presbytery met according to adjournment. The sessions were opened with prayer. Mem​bers present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were read and cor​rected.

[Church at Sardis to be Organized; Fredonia Church Dissolved]

On motion Brethren Young and Johnson were appointed a committee to visit the field in the neighborhood of Sardis, Panola Co. and, if the way be clear, to organize a Church, and the Church of Fredonia
 was dissolved and its members were directed to unite in the organization at Sardis.

[Spring Creek Church, Marshall County, Organized]

The Committee appointed to visit the Spring Creek neighborhood, at the last meeting of Presbytery reported that they had performed the duty assigned them and had organized a Church with five members and one Elder and recommended that the Church by the name of Spring Creek be received under care of Presbytery, which report was approved and the recommendation adopted.

The Committee on the Minutes of the last General Assembly reported that they found little demanding their special attention except the reiterated calls to Presbyteries to exert themselves in stirring up interest in the Churches in the great con-
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cerns of Church Extension, Systematic Benevolence, and provision for the support of aged and infirm ministers: and the Committee recommend that our Ministers and Churches be earnestly requested faithfully to attend to these orders of the Assembly: which report was approved and the recommendation was adopted.

The Committee on Colportage reported that the agent Mr. James Flinn was operating successfully within our bounds and [indecipherable] the hope that the Churches would not fail to sustain the work by liberal contributions: which report was approved.

Call for Pastoral Services

A call for the pastoral services of Mr. O. F. Rogers, Licentiate, came up from the Churches of Unity and Providence which being found regular and in order was placed in the hands of Mr. Rogers, who having signified his acceptance thereof Presbytery resolved to meet at Unity Church on Thursday before the third Sabbath in November next at 11 o’clk a.m., with a view to ordain Mr. Rogers to the full work of the Gospel Ministry and if the way be clear to install him pastor of the said Churches., Bro. Gray to preside and propose the constitutional questions-Bro. Miller to preach the sermon, Bro. Patton to deliver the charge to the pastor and Bro. Frierson the charge to the people.

Harmony Church was chosen as the [place for the] next Spring stated meeting of Presby​tery.

Rev’d F. Patton

The committee to whom was referred the request of Bro. Patton reported as follows, viz: we recommend that the request be not granted, and would earnestly advise Bro. Patton to remain in his present field and relations, with the exception that as
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respects the Church of Sarepta, that the terms of their call be so far modified as to obli​gate Bro Patton to devote to that church but one fourth of his ministerial labors, for which it will be expected the Church will contribute two hundred dollars; and this Pres​by​tery would also enjoin upon the united churches of Lebanon & Sarepta the great im​portance of contributing to the mull measure of their ability towards the support of their Pastor, which report was accepted and approved.

The Committee appointed on the Narrative to Synod reported; and their report was ac​cepted and approved, and the Stated Clerk was directed to send up the same to Synod.

Sabbath Observance

On motion the following preamble & resolution were adopted. Whereas the Memphis Presbytery are now agitating the subject of a Sabbath Convention to be held in the City of Memphis on the 12th day of November 1856,
 therefore

Resolved: that this Presbytery have heard, with pleasure, of the proposed movement to secure a better observance of the Sabbath in this section of the country; and the Brethren of this Presbytery are urged to attend said Convention as far as they possibly can.

Mr. Aughey

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery took up the examination of Mr. Aughey with a view to his licensure. This examination on Theology and Critical Exe​gesis were attended to; and were sustained pas parts of trial when the examination was suspended; and

The hour appointed for hearing the presbyterial sermon having arrived, Brother Walsh, Alter​nate, requested 
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as an accommodation that Presbytery would receive a discourse on the subject of the Unity of the Church instead of that on Regeneration, which request Presbytery granted: and Bro. Walsh preached a doctrinal sermon on Ephesians 4:4+6.

Presbytery then had recess, one hour; after which we resumed business. 

The Committee on Missions, Domestic & Foreign, reported—and their reports were ap​proved.

Rev’d A. W. Young was appointed to preach the next doctrinal sermon: and the subject assigned was The Duties of Ruling Elders.

On motion it was Resolved, that the funds in the hands of Presbytery, for Domestic Mis​sions be paid to the missionaries now in the field: and should Synod sanction the div​ision of Presbytery, the monies then on hand for any  purposes shall be equally divi​ded be​tween the two Presbyteries.

Mr. Aughey

On motion, the examination of Mr. Aughey was resumed and his Lecture on the 23rd Psalm was heard and sustained, as was also his sermon on Romans 1:16. The exami​na​tion as a whole was then unanimously sustained, and Presbytery proceeded to license him in constitutional form, viz: At Philadelphia Church in the County of Marshall and State of Mississippi on the 3rd day of October, the Presbytery of Chickasaw having received testi​monials in favor of J. H. Aughey; of his having gone through a regular course of litera​ture: of his good moral character & his being in the communion of the Church, pro​ceeded to take the usual parts of trial for his licensure; and he having given satisfaction as to his ac​com​plishments in literature; as to his experimental acquaintance with religion: and as to his proficiency in Divinity and other studies: the Presbytery did and hereby do express their approbation of all these parts of trial; and he
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having adopted the Confession of Faith of this Church: and satisfactorily answered the questions appointed to be put to candidates to be licensed: the Presbytery did and hereby do license him the said J. H. Aughey to preach the Gospel of Christ as a Probationer for the Holy Ministry within the bounds of this Presbytery or wherever else he shall be or​derly called.

Mr. William Crawford

Mr. William Crawford, a member of Philadelphia Church was introduced to Presbytery and examined on experimental religion and his views in seeking the work of the Gospel ministry, which examination was sustained: and he was received under care of Presbytery and recommended to the Board of Education as a proper person to receive aid in his course of preparation for the Ministry.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at LaGrange, during the sessions of Synod, on the call of the Moderator.

Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolical benediction.

D. G. Doak, Moderator

H. H. Kimmons, Temporary Clerk

L. B. Gaston, Stated Clerk
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LaGrange Tenn.

October 22nd 1856

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met on call of the Moderator and was constituted with prayer. Members present: Ministers A. Johnson, F. Patton, D. G. Doak, H. Walsh, and J. N. Waddel, D.D. Elders Rich. Martin from Philadelphia Church, and A. J. Lewis from College Church.

Rev’d Walsh was chosen Temporary Clerk.

Bro. Johnson gave reasons for absence from the late meeting of Presbytery which were sustained.

A letter from Montgomery Presbytery signed by the Stated Clerk thereof dismissing Rev’d Nicholas Chevalier
 from that Body to join this Presbytery was presented and being found in order and the Brother being present he was examined according to rule and his examination being sustained he was received and his name enrolled as a member of this Presbytery.

Adjourned to meet on call of the Moderator. Closed with prayer.

October 24th. 

Presbytery met on the call of the Moderator. Present as on the previous call-and also Brethren Miller, Gaston, Frierson, Young, Enloe, and Reid. Opened with prayer.

[Bethel Church Dissolved]

On motion the Church of Bethel
 was dissolved and the members of said Church were directed to unite with a new organization to be known by the name of Ebenezer Church, and to be under the care of the Memphis Presbytery.

Adjourned to meet on the call of the Moderator. Closed with prayer.

Same day, 5 o’clk p.m. 

Presbytery met on call of the Moderator—Opened with prayer. Brother Gaston offered his resignation of the office of Stated Clerk which was accepted
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and Bro. W. A. Gray was elected to fill his place.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at Unity Church on Thursday before the 3rd Sab​bath in November at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.

D. G. Doak, Moderator

Henry Walsh, Temporary Clerk

L. B. Gaston, Stated Clerk

Examined and approved at LaGrange, Tenn. Oct 24th 1856. 
            Jno. N. Waddel, Moderator of Synod
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Unity Church, 

Itawamba Co. Miss.

Nov. 13th 1856

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Neely from the 1st Psalm. After sermon presbytery was constituted with prayer by Bro​ther Miller in the absence of the former Moderator.

Present

Ministers





Elders

T. C. Stuart





C. Smith, Providence

W. V. Frierson





Thos, Means, Hebron

J. H. Miller





F. Boston, Unity

F. Patton

Brother Stuart was chosen Moderator and F. Patton Temp. Clerk. Brothers Miller and Means were appointed a committee on assessment. Brother Miller was nominated alte​rnate commissioner to the next Gen. Assembly. Dr. J. M. Witherspoon was nominated as lay commissioner, and J. R. Gray, alternate.

Committees

The following standing committees were appointed. On domestic missions Brothers Mil​ler, W. V. Frierson & A. H. Conkey. On Education, Waddel, Patton & A. Barr. On Col​portage W. A. Gray & Rogan.

Permission was granted Brother Stuart to organize a Church at Pitts-
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borough
 if the way be found clear.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday Morning 

Nov. 14th.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer.

The Committee on Assessment reported the following assessment and their report was re​ceived and adopted

Oxford 15.00. Ripley 10.00. Walnut Cr. 2.00. Harmony 12.00. Hopewell 8.00. Sarepta 5.00. Zion 10.00. Pontotoc 8.00. New Hope 5.00. Lebanon 10.00. Monroe 3.00. Bethany 3.00. Euphronia 1.00. Hebron 4.00. Carrollville 2.00. New Albany 3.00. Unity 3.00. Providence 4.00.

Leave was granted Brother Mooney on application, to labor within our bounds.

On motion Presbytery took a recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.

After recess Presbytery proceeded to examine Brother Rogers on Church Government, in order to ordination; which examination was sustained. Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning at 11 o’clock.

Saturday, Nov. 15th
Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.
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On application leave of absence was granted Brother Stuart from the remaining sessions of Presbytery. Bro. Frierson was chosen to act as moderator in his absence. Presbytery took recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.

Sunday Nov. 16th.

Presbytery met at the call of the moderator & proceeded to the ordination of Brother Rogers. Brother Miler preached a sermon. Brother Frierson proposed the constitutional questions: After which Brother Rogers was solemnly ordained as a gospel minister, by prayer & the laying on of the hands of the presbytery & was installed as pastor. F. Patton gave a charge to the pastor & W. V. Frierson to the congregation. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Harmony Church on Thursday before the third Sabbath in April at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer & apostolic benediction.

Wm V. Frierson, 

    Mod.

F. Patton,

Temporary Clerk

Wm A. Gray, 

      Stated Clerk.
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Harmony Church, 

Pontotoc Co., Miss.

April 16th 1857

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the former Moderator was opened with a sermon by Rev. W. V. Frierson, from II Cor. 5:14, 15. After sermon, presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Ministers Present




Elders Present

Wm V. Frierson




John D. Morrow, Bethany

Wm A. Gray





J. M. Witherspoon, Zion

R. Henderson





Dan’l McFarland, Hopewell

J. H. Miller





Wm Spencer, Pontotoc








Jos. Wiley, Harmony








J. M. Simpson, New Albany








Thos. Means, Hebron









F. Boston, Unity








John Shive, Oxford

Absent





Churches Not Represented

J. B. Stafford





Ripley, Lebanon, New Hope, Sarepta

T. C. Stuart





Monroe, Walnut Creek, Providence,

L. B. Gaston





Euphronia, and Farmington

J. N. Waddel, D.D.

J. M. Alexander

O. F. Rogers

Presbytery then proceeded to election of moderator & temporary clerk, which resulted in electing Rev. F. Patton Moderator and Rev. R. Henderson Temporary Clerk.
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Brothers Gray & Henderson rendered reasons for absence from the last meeting of pres​by​tery, which were sustained.

Brothers Miller, Patton & Wiley were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

The following committees were appointed by the Moderator on sessional records. Brothers Frierson, McFarland, on the Lebanon [and] Sarepta and Unity Church records. Miller & Simpson, Hebron, Zion & New Albany. Patton & Means, New Hope & Hope​well. Henderson & Spencer, Oxford, Bethany & Pontotoc.

Commissioner’s Fund

Brother Miller was appointed to receive the commissioner’s fund.

Brother Stafford rendered a reason, through Brother Henderson, for absence from the pres​​​ent session of Presbytery, which was sustained.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet to morrow at 9 o’clock a.m., concluded with prayer.

April 17th 1857

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer.

Rev. O. F. Rogers, and James Long ruling elder from the Carrollville Church appeared in Presbytery, and rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained.
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A letter was received from Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., assigning a reason for his absence from the present session of presbytery, which was sustained.

Committee on F. Missions

Rev. R. Henderson & D. Street were appointed a Committee on Foreign Missions. Three o’clock this afternoon was designated as the hour for a free conversation on the subject of religion in our bounds: and Brothers Gray and Spencer were appointed to prepare a narrative of the state of religion for the Gen. Assembly.

A Call for Pastoral Services

Calls from the churches of Pontotoc and Harmony for the pastoral services of Rev. J. H. Miller were presented and placed in the hands of Brother Miller. 

A report from the Committee on education was read, received, and adopted. It was also ordered that our beneficiaries, of that board be allowed thirty six dollars annually.

Rev. J. H. Miller

Brother Miller signified his acceptance of the calls placed in his hands from the congre​gations of Pontotoc and Harmony; whereupon Brothers Gray, Frierson and 
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Patton were appointed a committee to install brother Miller pastor over the Church of Har​mony on the Friday before the third Sabbath of May next. Bro. Gray to preside and preach the installation sermon. Brother Frierson to give the charge to minister, and Bro​ther Patton to give the charge to the people. And on the following day to install the same pastor over the Church of Pontotoc, brother Patton to preach the sermon, Brother Frierson to give the charge to the people and Brother Gray to the pastor.  
Presbytery took recess until 1 o’clock.

Presbytery met after recess.

Brother Gaston appeared in presbytery and rendered an excuse for tardiness, which was sustained.

On motion Brother Gaston’s name was substituted for that of Brother Gray, as chairman of the committee on the narrative of the state of religion.

The hour of 3 o’clock having arrived, the order of the day was taken up, and a free con​ver​​sation held upon the state of religion within the bounds of our Presbytery.

Commissioners

Rev. John N. Waddel, D.D., was duly elected ministerial commissioner to the General Assembly, and Rev. John H. 
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Miller his alternate. John M. Witherspoon, an elder of Zion Church was elected lay com​missioner, and J. R. Gray, an elder of Harmony church, his alternate: and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish them with the necessary papers.

Mr. Shive

It was moved & seconded that the examination of R. W. Shive, a candidate for licensure, should be entered into, which motion prevailed. Mr. Shive was put on his examination on theology, pending which the Presbytery adjourned ‘till 9 o’clock to morrow morning. Session closed with prayer.

April 18th 1857

The presbytery met according to adjournment, and after constituting with prayer; the ex​am​i​nation of Mr. Shive was resumed. His examination on theology and Church History was sustained. His critical lecture was read, & popular sermon delivered which were also sustained. His Latin exegesis was then referred to a committee. 

A recess was taken until 2 o’clock.

After recess presbytery met. A letter of dismission was granted
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Rev. J. M. Alexander to connect himself with the Presbytery of Palestine.

A letter of dismission was granted to Rev. T. C. Stuart, to unite with the Presbytery of Ark​ansas.

It was on motion resolved, that it be a standing rule of this presbytery, that a copy of the Bible be presented to each individual when licensed to preach the gospel.

Mr. John A. Kimmons

The Stated Clerk was directed to issue a letter of dismission to Rev. John A. Kimmons, when he ascertains the presbytery with which he wishes to connect himself.

Hebron was then selected as the place for the next meeting of presbytery.

The committee to whom was referred the Latin exegesis & critical exercise of Mr. Shive, reported favorably, which report was received and adopted.

On motion the whole examination & parts of trial assigned to Mr. Shive were sustained; and presbytery proceeded to license him to preach the gospel.

Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute

A report of the Board of Trustees of the Presbyterian Female Collegiate Institute 
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was read and adopted.

It was moved & seconded that the members of the Board of Trustees, whose time now expires, be continued in office for three years (viz) Rev. J. H. Miller, Dr. John M. Dozier, Mr. Richard Bolton, Rev. Wm A. Gray, Hon H. R. Miller, H. A. Barr Esq. & J. N. Wad​del, D.D.

Rev. D. G. Doak, Rev. W. A. Gray, Rev. F. Patton, Rev. J. N. Carothers, & T. N. Buford, were appointed an examining committee.

A report of the committee on the narrative of the state of religion was received and adopted.

A Fast Appointed

It was resolved by presbytery that the Wednesday before the third Sabbath of May, be appointed and set apart as a day of fasting, humiliation & prayer, on account of the low state of religion within our bounds; as shown by the members of this presbytery; and it ear​nestly requested that in those congregations where it is not practicable to have the ser​vi​ces of a minister, that members of the Church meet and pray together, that God would remove from us the hidings of his face.
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and would once more revive his work in our midst & cause us to rejoice in his salvation.

It was ordered that each minister preach a sermon, during the year, on the proper obser​vance of the Sabbath, unless that duty had been performed very recently.

The Stated Clerk read his statistical report, which was accepted, adopted and directed to be forwarded to the General Assembly.

Brothers Patton & Miller were directed by Presbytery to hold a meeting at Monroe Church, and administer the sacraments.

Brother Miller, to whom was entrusted the commissioner’s fund, was directed to apply the amount which Dr. Witherspoon refused to receive to the defraying [of] the expenses of Colportage.

A report of the committee on Foreign Missions was received and adopted, and funds or​dered to be forwarded to [the] Board of Missions.

A report of the Committee on Colportage was accepted & adopted.

To J. H. Gaillard, a beneficiary of this presbytery, now at the Theological Seminary, Colum​bia, was assigned for a critical exercise Hebrews 6th Chapter, from 1st to 6th verse inclusive.
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For a Latin exegesis, “An Christus Deus sit?”  For a popular lecture the twenty third psalm & for a popular sermon 1st verse of 5th chapter of 1st John.

To T. D. Witherspoon, a candidate under care of presbytery was assigned for Latin exe​gesis, “An regnum Christi aternum sit?” For a critical exercise Rom 8:19-25. For popular lecture Luke 14:15-24. For a sermon John 1:9.

It was resolved that a vote of thanks be tendered to the congregation of Harmony Church for their kindness & hospitality during our stay among them; and that the minister in charge be directed to read this resolution from the pulpit on to morrow.

The Presbytery closed its sessions with singing, prayer and apostolical benediction, and adjourned to meet in Hebron Church according to previous resolution.

F. Patton, Moderator

R. Henderson, Tem. Clerk

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk
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Hebron Church

Oct. 1st 1857

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Moderator, the sessions were opened with a sermon by Rev’d J. H. Miller, from Phil 3:8, 1st clause. of the verse. After sermon Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Ministers Present




Elders Present

J. B. Stafford





Horace L. Stafford, New Hope

Wm V. Frierson




Josiah Davis, Euphronia

Wm A. Gray





J. M. Dozier, Harmony

L. B. Gaston





H. N. Means, Sarepta

J. H. Miller





F. Boston, Unity

R. Henderson





Thomas Means, Hebron








James Stevenson, New Albany








Adam Braddock, Walnut Creek

Absent






Churches not Represented

J. N. Waddel, D.D.




Lebanon, Ripley, Providence, Zion,

F. Patton and





Carrollville, Oxford, Monroe, Hope-

O. F. Rogers





well, Farmington, [and] Pontotoc

Rev. R. Henderson was chosen Moderator, and Rev’d L. B. Gaston was chosen Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery took recess for one hour, after which we resumed business. The minutes of the last meeting were read—and the churches not represented in the last meeting
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now present, were called on for reasons of such delinquency—and ministers reported generally, the observance of the order of presbytery respecting a day of fasting & prayer.

The committee on Foreign Missions gave in the following report, which was accepted and approved, and is as follows. Your committee on Foreign Missions begs leave to report, that at the spring meeting of presbytery, the chairman of the said committee re​ceived sixty seven 50/100 dollars, which he enclosed in a letter dated 22nd April 1857, it directed to John Rankin, New York, which letter Mr. Rankin writes did not reach him. All of which is respectfully submitted.









R. Henderson, Chair.

Colportage

The committee on Colportage reported: and stated that in consequence of the division of Presbytery, a settlement of accounts with North Mississippi Presbytery is proper to close up the business of last year’s Colportage. 

Whereupon the chairman of the committee was directed to make such a settlement, appro​p​riating so much of the means in hand, as may be required for that purpose, and report to the next meet-
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ing of presbytery.

A statement was made to presbytery that Mr. T. D. Witherspoon, now at the Theological Seminary at Columbia, is desirous of engaging, during vacation time, in the service of Presbytery as a Colporteur, to distribute and sell the books of the Board of Publication, on the terms of simply defraying his expenses, while so engaged.  On motion it was Re​solved That the subject be referred to the committee on Colportage, with instructions to prepare the way, and notify Mr. Witherspoon of the acceptance of his offer, and that means will be provided for his entering upon the work, so soon as he is at liberty.

On motion, the committee on Colportage were authorized and instructed to aid the Board of Publication in the employment of a colporteur within our bounds, if an acceptable agent could be procured, by pledging the faith of presbytery to any amount, not exceed​ing one hundred dollars.

Commissioners Nominated

Rev’d J. B. Stafford principal, and Rev’d J. H. Miller alternate, were nominated as cleri​cal commissioners to the next General Assembly: and Elders J. M. Dozier, principal, & James Rogan alternate, lay commissioners to the same.
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Doctrinal Sermon
On motion Rev’d W. V. Frierson was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon at the next stated meeting of Presbytery, and the subject assigned was sanctification.

Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. 

Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday.

J. L. Morrow, ruling elder from Bethany Chh, appeared and having rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness, took his seat.

Brethren Gray and Miller were appointed a committee to examine the minutes of the Gen. Assembly.

Brethren Frierson & H. L. Stafford were appointed a committee to assess the churches, for the commissioner’s fund.

Name Changed

On motion the name of Euphronia Church
 was changed to that of Ebenezer.

Place of Next Meeting

On motion it was Resolved that the next stated meeting of Presbytery, be held at the Church within the bounds of the New Albany congregation.
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Rev’d W. V. Frierson

Rev’d W. V. Frierson tended his resignation of the pastoral charge of Zion Chh., and as​signed as the reason therefore, the insufficiency of support, afforded by the congre​gation.

The Church not being represented in presbytery, on motion it was, Resolved, That Breth​ren Miller & Dozier be appointed a commission, to visit and confer with the con​gre​ga​tion, touching the increase & assurance of support to their pastor: and if the ques​tion can​not be settled to the satisfaction of the parties, then they shall cite the congre​ga​tion to ap​pear by commission before the adjourned meeting of presbytery at Oxford, to show cause if they can, why the request of the pastor may not be granted, and the pastoral relation dis​solved.

Rev’d O. F. Rogers appeared, & having rendered reasons for tardiness deemed sufficient, took his seat.

The Committee to assess the chhs. to raise commissioner’s fund, reported the following as​sess​ment, which was approved and is as follows. Zion $7. Ripley $5. Oxford $12. 
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Hopewell $5. Lebanon $5. Sarepta $3. Pontotoc $8. Harmony $10. New Hope $3. Ebenezer $3. Bethany $3. Unity $3. Providence $3. N. Albany $3. Carrollville $2. Hebron $3. Walnut Cr. $2.

Mr. J. A. Kimmons

The Stated Clerk represented that under the order of Presbytery, he had granted a letter of dismission to Mr. Jno. A. Kimmons, to the care of the Presbytery of Memphis.

Adjourned to meet to morrow morning 9 o’clock. 

Closed with prayer.

Saturday, Oct. 3rd. 

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer; present as on yes​terday.

The committee on the Minutes reported, and their report was accepted and approved, and is as follows. Your committee report that we find on page 21 of the minutes of Gen. Assem​bly, a minute recommending attention to the circulation of the papers of the Boards of the Church. Resolved—That it be required, that all our ministers & sessions seek to have the wants of the Church better understood, by putting into more general circulation among our people the Home & Foreign Record
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and Foreign Missionary.

On page 34 we find it urged that all our presbyteries take action in order to secure system and efficiency, in raising funds for the Boards of the Church. Therefore Resolved, That it be recommended to all our churches, the adoption of the plan of taking up [stated] collec​tions for the Boards of the Church: Say

In the month of January for D. Missions

 “   “       “      “  February for Church Extension

 “   “       “      “  April for Foreign Miss.

 “   “       “      “  July for Education

 “   “       “      “  Oct. for Publication

and that the Stated Clerk send a copy of this action, to all our churches, to be read from the pulpit to the congregation; and that all our ministers be required to preach a sermon, in January, upon systematic benevolence.

Mr. R. L. Neely

Mr. R. L. Neely,
 a licentiate, under the care of the presbytery of Western District, pre​sented a letter of dismission, and was taken under the care of Presbytery.

A call from Hebron Chh. for the pastoral services of Mr. Neely, for half his time, was pre​sented to Presbytery, and was placed in the hands of Mr. Neely.
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Presbytery had recess’ till after Divine Service. After recess Presbytery resumed busi​ness.

On motion a vote of thanks to the people of the congregation was passed, expressing the sense of Presbytery for their hospitality in entertaining the members.

The minutes of Presbytery were read and corrected.

Adjourned to meet at Oxford, during the sessions of Synod, on call of the Moderator. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.

R. Henderson, Moderator

L. B. Gaston, Tem. Clerk

Wm. A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Examined and approved at Oxford, Miss

October 24th 1857

A. H. Caldwell,

Moderator
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Oxford, Miss.

24th Oct., 1857

Saturday Morning

The Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer by the Mod​erator. Present-Ministers: Wm A. Gray, John H. Miller, R. Henderson & John N. Waddel. Ruling Elders Thomas Means, Hebron, A. H. Conkey, Pontotoc & Harmony, J. T. Gil​mer, Lebanon, Daniel McFarland, Hopewell, and H. N. Means, Sarepta. 

Rev. J. H. Miller from the committee appointed at the last meeting of the presbytery to visit Zion Church in connection with the application of Rev. W. V. Frierson for a disso​lution of the pastoral relation made a verbal report to the following effect. He visited the Church, and after a full conference with the members, was enabled to effect the necessary arrangements, by which Rev. W. V. Frierson might be fully justified in continuing the relation he now sustains to that Church. He also reported that Bro. Frierson had signified his willingness to continue the relation, inasmuch as the Church had removed the only reason which had existed for a dissolution; viz. inadequacy
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of support, by pledging $600 per year. He therefore withdraws his application for a disso​lution of the pastoral relation. Report accepted & approved. 

Mr. R. L. Neely was permitted to retain in his own hands, for consideration, the call from Hebron Church, until the next meeting of Presbytery.

Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., made his Report as Commissioner to the Gen’l Assembly, which was approved.

Mr. Shive

Mr. R. W. Shive, a licentiate under the care of Presbytery, was at his own request dis​missed to place himself under the care of the Presbytery of Tuscumbia, and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish him his certificate.

Rev. F. Patton

Rev. F. Patton asked presbytery to dissolve the pastoral [relation] between himself and the Churches of Lebanon & Sarepta. Whereupon the request having been seconded by the Churches, it was on motion; Resolved, That the request be granted, and the Stated Clerk be directed to furnish him his letter of dismission, to join the Presbytery of Potosi [Mis​souri] and that the Churches be de-
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clared vacant.

R. Henderson, Moderator

J. N. Waddel, Tem. Clerk
Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

New Albany Church

April 15th 1858

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Moderator, was opened with a sermon by Rev. T. C. Stuart, from John 1:11, 12. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Ministers present: Wm A. Gray, John H. Miller and O. F. Rogers. Elders present: F. Boston from Unity; J. M. Blake, Walnut Creek; Thomas Means, Hebron; H. H. Kim​mons, Hopewell, and J. M. Simpson, New Albany.

Absent: J. B. Stafford, W. V. Frierson, R. Henderson, J. N. Waddel and L. B. Gaston. Churches not represented: Oxford, Ripley, New Hope, Ebenezer, Harmony, Monroe & Providence.

Rev. T. C. Stuart returned a letter which he had received from this presbytery to join the Presbytery of Arkansas, and his name was
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again enrolled.

Rev. T. C. Stuart was chosen Moderator and Rev. O. F. Rogers Temp. Clerk.

     Presbytery took recess. 

After recess Presbytery resumed business. Minutes of last session of Presbytery were read.

Rev. W. V. Frierson, B. L. Frierson, elder from Zion and W. Bigger from Lebanon appeared in presbytery gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained and took their seats.

Rev. T. P. Johnson from Concord Presbytery was invited to sit as a corresponding mem​ber.

It was resolved that the reports of standing committees on Foreign and Domestic Mis​sions, Education & Colportage be the order of the day for 10 o’clock tomorrow.

The following committees were appointed on Sessional Records. Wm A. Gray and elder J. M. Blake, Harmony & Pontotoc; W. V. Frierson & B. L. Frierson, Unity, Hebron & Providence; J. H. Miller and Thos. Means, Lebanon & Hopewell; O. F. Rogers & F. Bos​ton, Zion & New Albany.

Rev. J. B. Stafford

A letter was read from J. B. Stafford giving reasons for absence from the
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present session of presbytery which reasons were sustained.

Rev. J. H. Miller was elected clerical commission[er] to the Gen. Assembly Rev. J. N. Waddel his alternate, and J. M. Dozier, elder of Harmony Church, lay commissioner; James Rogan, of Ripley, his alternate.

Saturday 11 o’clock a.m. was appointed as the hour for the delivery of the doctrinal ser​mon.

Rev. J. H. Miller and John M. Simpson were appointed a committee on supplies.

It was resolved that the free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds be set for two o’clock Friday and that presbytery spend an hour in devotional exercises immedi​ately thereafter.

Sessional records of the following churches were examined & approved (viz) Harmony, Pontotoc, Providence, Unity, Lebanon, New Albany, Zion, Hopewell & Hebron.

[Assessment for Stated Clerk Repealed]

The standing rule requiring each member to pay 50 cts for State Clerk’s salary at every spring session was repealed.

Hopewell was chosen as the place for the next meeting of presbytery.
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David Paden, elder from Bethany appeared, gave reasons for tardiness & took his seat.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock Friday morning.

Closed with prayer.

Friday, April 16th
9 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened by prayer. Wm R. Nelson elder from Carrollville, H. N. Means from Sarepta and A. H. Conkey from Pontotoc appeared, gave reasons for tardi​ness & took their seats.

Rev. J. H. Miller & A. H. Conkey were appointed a committee to examine sessional Records of Bethany & Carrollville; & W. V. Frierson & Wm R. Nelson were appointed a committee to examine records of Sarepta.

A letter was granted John H. Aughey a licentiate under our care, at his own request to put himself under the care of the Presbytery of North Mississippi.

The committees on the sessional records Carrollville, Sarepta and Bethany reported recommending their approval with specified exceptions.

The order of the day for 10 o’clock was taken up, and the committee on Domes-
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tic Missions reported, which report was received & approved, and is as follows. The Committee on Domestic Missions would beg leave to report that during the year 1857, Rev. R. Henderson was under commission from the Board with an appropriation of $250 to labor in Ebenezer & New Hope Churches & vacant points adjacent: also the Rev. R. L. Neely to labor in New Albany, Hebron and Carrollville with an appropriation from the Board of $200. The amount contributed by the churches for this object as reported to the last Gen. Assembly was $310.05. Bro. Henderson’s commission has been renewed for the year 1858, and for the same field: also the Rev. T. C. Stuart to labor at Monroe, Sarepta & other vacant points. The contributions of the churches are now usually reported directly to the Board & not to your committee and hence it is impossible for the commit​tee to report to presbytery the amounts contributed except as the[y] learn from the statis​tical report to Gen. Assembly. The Com. would respectfully urge the importance of sys​tem​atic contributions to the Boards of our Church, being assured by experience, the re​peated testimony of the Gen. Assembly that the
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benevolence of the church would thus be largely developed. All of which is respectfully submitted.








John H. Miller,








     Chairman Com. D. Missions.

A committee was appointed to audit the accounts of the Committee on Dom. Missions, composed of H. H. Kimmons and R. L. Frierson. Rev. T. C. Stuart was added to the standing Com. on Dom. Missions.

[Horse and Wagon Purchased for Colporteur]

The Committee on Colportage made their report which report was received & adopted and is as follows. Your committee would respectfully report, that in pursuance of your instructions they have secured as a colporteur Mr. Benjamin Godfrey, who is now en​gaged, under a commission from the Board of Publication, in putting into circulation, in the bounds of pres. our books. Mr. G. was engaged to commence his work the first of the year, but owing to a delay in obtaining books, has been in the field but a short time. Your committee has bought, upon the faith of the presbytery, a horse & waggon, to be paid for the first of October next, the horse costing $95, and the waggon $115; which
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together with the additional salary pledged [to the] colporteur, will require …to raise, by fall meeting, for this object $300. Your Com. paid $25. as our balance due for colportage in connection with N. Miss. Pres., and have now on hand $16 of uncurrent money. No steps have been taken, as yet to prepare the way for our candidate T. D. Witherspoon, to labor in our pres. during the approaching seminary vacation, as it is understood, he in​tends remaining in Columbia.

Wm. A. Gray

     Chairman Com. Col.

Our colporteur appeared & made his report which was received & approved. 

Pres. took a recess ‘til after Divine Service.

Pres. resumed business. 

The trustees of the Presbyterial Female Collegiate Institute, made their report which was received and approved.

The trustees whose term of office had expired, were re-elected except that Rev. D. G. Doak was elected in the room of Rev. G. Patton who has removed beyond the limits of the State. Rev. J. N. Carothers, Rev. D. G. Doak, Rev. Wm A. Gray, Rev. A. Johnson &  J. N. Harper were appointed a committee to attend the next annual examination.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, pres. entered into a
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free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds, upon the conclusion of which, an hour was spent in devotional exercises.

Rev. Wm V. Frierson

Rev. W. V. Frierson requested Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relation between him​self and Zion Church: which request was granted, the church by its representative con​curring.

The elders were called on to state the diligence of the churches in regard to ministerial sup​​​port.

The Com. appointed to audit the accounts of the Committee of Domestic Missions re​ported that the same was correctly kept, and that they be approved, which was done.

On motion it was resolved that it be a standing rule of pres. to call on the churches at the fall meeting to state their diligence in carrying out our plan of systematic benevolence.

Rev. A. M. Mooney of Tombeckbee Pres. being present was invited to sit as a corres​pond​ing member. Rev. A. M. Mooney was granted permission to labor within our bounds.

Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning 9 o’clock. 

Closed with prayer.
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April 17th 

9 o’clock a.m.

Pres. met and was opened by prayer, present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read, corrected, & approved.

The Stated Clerk was directed to write letters to Unity, Providence & Zion Churches, exhorting them to be more punctual in discharging their obligations to their ministers.

Statistical Report

The Stated Clerk presented his statistical report to the General Assembly which was approved and ordered to be forwarded to Gen. Assem. The Stated Clerk was directed to correspond with E. C. Davidson, Candidate for the ministry, under our care, in reference to his parts of trial.

The committee on the narrative of the state of religion within our bounds presented their report which was received and approved: and the Stated Clerk was directed to send a copy of the same to the Presbyterian Herald immediately for publication.

       Pres. had recess, after which business was resumed.

Committee on supplies reported, recommending that Rev. R. L. Neely supply pulpit of our commissioner in
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Pontotoc the 3rd Sabbath May and that Rev. T. C. Stuart supply Harmony 4th Sabbath May, which report was received and adopted.

Rev. Wm A. Gray was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon at our next stated meet​ing, subject assigned was Effectual Calling.

Rev. R. L. Neely declined the call put into his hands from Hebron Church, at the fall meet​ing of Presbytery.

Resolved that the thanks of Presbytery be tendered the neighborhood
 for their kind hospi​tality to the members of Pres., and that this resolution be publicly announced on the Sab​bath.

The Churches of Hebron, Carrollville & New Albany were permitted to employ Rev. Jn A. Kimmons as stated supply for the present year.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Hopewell on the Thursday before the 1st Sabbath of Oct​ober at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.









T. C. Stuart, Moderator.

O. F. Rogers, Temporary Clerk.







Wm. A. Gray,






      Stated Clerk.
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Hopewell
Sept. 30th 1858

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moder​a​tor, Rev. T. C. Stuart, from 2nd Peter 3:18. Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

J. B. Stafford





J. R. McCoy, Hebron

T. C. Stuart





O. H. Wiley, Hopewell

Wm A. Gray





Jos. Wiley, Harmony

J. H. Miller





Thos. D. Isom, Oxford








David Miller, Sarepta








F. Boston, Unity








J. M. Simpson, New Albany








Philip Martin, Walnut Creek








Isaac White, Zion








J. S. Long, Carrollville

Absent: W. V. Frierson, R. Henderson, L. B. Gaston, J. N. Waddel, [and] O. F. Rogers

Churches Not Represented

Monroe, Pontotoc, Ripley, Ebenezer, New Hope, Providence, & Bethany.

Rev. J. B. Stafford was elected Moderator, and elder J. S. Long, Tem. Clerk.

The Moderator and O. H. Wiley were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

Rev’d Wm A. Gray, appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon, during the meeting
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of this Presbytery, was excused from this duty, and was directed to preach it at the next meeting of Presbytery.

Rev. W. V. Frierson, & O. F. Rogers, by letter, assigned reasons for absence from the pres​ent sessions of Presbytery, which were sustained.

Mr. J. A. Kimmons a licentiate presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Memphis, and was taken under the care of Presbytery.

Rev. T. C. Stuart and elder T. D. Isom, were appointed a Committee on the minutes of the General Assembly, to report what matters may require action at the present sessions of Presbytery.

Rev. W. A. Gray & Joseph Wiley, were appointed a committee on supplies.

Place of Next Meeting

Pontotoc was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Commissioners Nominated

Rev. J. B. Stafford principal, & Rev. Wm. A. Gray alternate, with elders A. H. Conkey prin​​cipal, & J. Rogan alternate, were nominated as commissioners to the next Gen. Assem​bly.

Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning 9 o’clock. 

         Closed with prayer.
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October 1st
9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday.

Rev. J. H. Miller, Commissioner to the Gen. Assembly made his report, which was heard & approved.

Presbytery had recess ‘till after divine service; after which pres. resumed business.

Rev. L. B. Gaston appeared, and rendered reasons for tardiness, and for absence from the last stated meeting, which were sustained.

Report on Minutes

The committee appointed to examine the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly, beg leave to re​port that they have attended to that duty, and find several matters requiring the attention of Presbytery.

First, on page 286 they find a resolution to refer to the next Gen. Assembly the subject of the preparation and publication of a commentary on the whole word of God: and in​as​much as this is a great and important work, your committee think an expression of opin​ion on the part of presbytery in reference to it, is called for.

Second, on pages 292 & 294 the Assembly reiterated with great earnestness
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previous recommendations to all our churches, to adopt some plan of systematic contri​bu​tions, to all our Boards: to the church extension Committee; and especially to the fund for the support of superannuated & disabled ministers, their widows, & orphans.

Third, on page 299, we find an overture sent down to all the presbyteries, proposing to add three sections to the 15th chapter of the Form of Government, by which a minister in good & regular standing may for reasons therein specified demit his office, & cease to be an acting minister.

All which is respectfully submitted.









T. C. Stuart, Chr. Comm.

Assessment

The committee appointed to assess the churches to raise commissioner’s funds reported which report was received & adopted, & is as follows

Zion $10. Ripley $6. Oxford $10. Hopewell $5. Pontotoc $6. Ebenezer $3. Providence $3. Hebron $3. Lebanon $6. Harmony $8. Bethany $3. New Albany $3. Walnut Creek $3. Sarepta $3. New Hope $3. Unity $3. Carrollville $2.

John A. Barr

Leave was granted Zion Church to employ J. A. Barr as stated supply for six months.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning 9 o’clock. 

      Closed with prayer.

October 2nd 

9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer.

Rev. J. N. Waddel appeared in presbytery rendered reasons for tardiness, and for absence from last stated meeting, which were sustained, and took his seat.

Rev. T. P. Johnson of Concord Presbytery being present, was invited to a seat as a corres​ponding member.

Commission

Rev. T. C. Stuart, Rev. J. H. Miller & Elder Thomas Means, were appointed a commis​sion to visit Bethany Church to try & heal disorders existing therein. 

Commentary

The following preamble & resolutions in relation to Commentary were adopted. Whereas there is a great want of a godly & thorough commentary upon the whole word of God, clearly presenting the doctrines, order, and polity of the Presbytery Church, as set forth in our standards: And whereas by this want, God is dishonored, and his people endangered & injured, therefore

Resolved 

1st That altho’ this Presbytery fully appreciates the magnitude
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of the undertaking, the difficulty & delicacy of the work, & the momentous interests in​volved in its execution, yet relying on the race & guidance of the Holy Spirit, who abides in the Church, it can be accomplished.

Resolved

2nd  That this Presbytery deem it highly expedient that the next Gen. Assembly, take such order as may seem to them best, to cause to be prepared in due time, and by competent per​sons chosen from different sections of the church by the Gen. Assembly, a competent but comprehensive commentary upon the whole word of God, expounded according to the system of doctrine in our standards.

     Presbytery had recess ‘til after divine service.

After recess presbytery resumed business.

Superannuated Ministers

It was resolved that a collection should be taken up annually by all our churches for the sup​​port of superannuated ministers & their families.

Demission

It was resolved that presbytery answer affirmatively the overture send down to the
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presbyteries in relation to the proposed addition to the 15th Chapter of the Form of Gov​ernment, making provision for the demission of the ministerial office in given cases.

Systematic Benevolence

The churches were called upon to state their action upon the subject of systematic benevolence as recommended by Presbytery. The churches reported as follows.

Hebron, adopted




Lebanon, 
not adopted

Ripley,
       do.




Sarepta,    
   “        “

Zion,
       do.




New Albany       “
 “

Hopewell, in part




Walnut Creek     “        “

Pontotoc,   “    “




Bethany
   “        “

Monroe,    “    “




Carrollville         “        “

Harmony   “    “




New Hope, not reported

Unity         “    “




Ebenezer,     “         “

Oxford       “    “




Providence,  “         “

Colportage

It was resolved that a collection be taken up by all the churches in the presbytery for Col​port​age, to be forwarded to committee, by the meeting of Synod.

The report of the committee on supplies was received and adopted, as follows: Bro. Stuart to preach one Sabbath at Lebanon, Bro Kimmons  do. at Hopewell, Bro Gray at New Albany
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Resolved, that the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered the citizens of this vicinity for their kind hospitality in entertaining the members of Presbytery, and that this resolution be read from the pulpit on to morrow.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Pontotoc, Thursday before the third Sabbath in April, at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed by singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.

J. B. Stafford, Moderator

James S. Long, Temporary Clerk.

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Examined & approved thus far, by the Synod of Memphis, in session at Jackson, Ten​nes​see, October 23, 1858.  J. O. Stedman, Mod.
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Pontotoc

April 14th 1859

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the Mod​erator, Rev. J. B. Stafford from Genesis 12:36, last clause: “All these things are against me.” After sermon presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Present-Ministers: J. B. Stafford, T. C. Stuart, W. V. Frierson, Wm. A. Gray, J. H. Miller, and O. F. Rogers. Ruling Elders present, S W. Newell from Monroe. B. L. Frierson, Zion. J. M. Blake, Walnut Creek. John Shive, Oxford. Dan’l McFarland, Hopewell. Jos. Wiley, Harmony. F. Boston, Unity. Chas. Smith, Providence. J. K. Gilmer, Lebanon. Thos. Means, Hebron. J. S. Long, Carrollville. J. M. Simpson, New Albany. R. Gilmer, Ponto​toc.

Ministers absent: L. B. Gaston, J. N. Waddel, D.D., R. Henderson. Churches not repre​sented. Sarepta, Ripley, New Hope, Ebenezer, and Bethany.

Rev. Wm V. Frierson was chosen Moderator & Rev. O. F. Rogers, Tem. Clerk.

    Presbytery took recess ‘til 2 ½ o’clock.

2 ½ o’clock

Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of last session were
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read.

J. Shive from Oxford and B. L.  Frierson from Zion rendered reasons why their churches were not represented at fall meeting of pres. which were sustained.

The pastor & elder representing Pontotoc Ch. In pres. and the moderator were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

It was made the order of the day for Saturday at 9 o’clock to hear the report of the committees of the Boards of the Church.

Church Records

The following committees were appointed on sessional records.

Monroe, Zion, Oxford, Hopewell & Harmony, Wm. A. Gray & John Shive

New Hope, Ebenezer, Unity, Lebanon & Carrollville, J. H. Miller & Thos Means.

New Albany, Pontotoc & Hebron, J. B. Stafford & J. K. Gilmer.

Providence, Walnut Creek & Ripley, T. C. Stuart, D. McFarland.

Sarepta & Bethany, O. F. Rogers & J. Shive

Rev. A. M. Mooney of Tombeckbee Pres. being present was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.

Doctrinal Sermon

Rev. L. B. Gaston was appointed to
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preach the doctrinal sermon at next meeting of pres. on the perseverance of the saints.

Eleven o’clock tomorrow was appointed the hour to hold a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

Rev. R. Henderson appeared in pres. and gave reasons for tardiness which were sus​tained.

Rev. R. Henderson & Jos. Wiley were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative of the state of religion for the General Assembly.

Pres. adjourned to meet 8 ½ o’clock to morrow morning. 

Closed with prayer.

April 15th 1859 

8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Pres. met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

Pres. took recess in order to accept an invitation to visit the Collegiate Institute.

Pres. resumed business.

The Church of Hebron presented a call for the pastoral services of Mr. John A. Kimmons, which was put into his hands.

Memorial

A memorial from a number of the members of Monroe Church was re-
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ceived asking to be separated from Monroe, that they might be organized into a church. Their request was granted: and Rev. T. C. Stuart was appointed to organize said church.

The committee on the sessional records of New Albany, Pontotoc, Hebron, Providence, New Hope, Unity, & Carrollville reported recommending their approval.

The committees on the records of Walnut Creek & Ripley reported recommending their approval with specified exceptions. The committee on the records of Ebenezer report that they are defective. These several reports were received and adopted.

Providence was chosen as the place of the next stated meeting of pres. 

A paper was re​ceived from the session of Lebanon Church, soliciting information as to how they shall act in reference to a certain case of discipline, which has been before them. Presbytery directed them to follow the requirements of the book.

The order of the day was then taken up, and a free conversation was had on the state of re​ligion within our bounds.

      Presbytery took recess ‘till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock

Presbytery resumed business. 
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The report of the Presbyterial Female Collegiate Institute was received and approved.

The trustees whose term of office expires at this time were re-elected (i.e.), Rev. T. C. Stuart, Dr. M. King, Joseph Wiley, Rev. A. Johnson, T. N. Buford and Dr. R. S. Stewart.

Demission

Upon motion by Rev. J. B. Stafford presbytery reconsidered the vote of last pres. relative to the demission of the ministerial office, and after discussion the overture was again answered in the affirmative.

Rev. J. H. Miller asked pres. to dissolve the pastoral relation between himself and Har​mony Church. A committee of three consisting of J. B. Stafford, [ _______ and _______]

was appointed to consult with Harmony Church & pastor in relation to the dissolution of pastoral relations, to report to morrow.

Committees on the sessional records of Sarepta, Monroe, Hopewell, Zion, [and] Har​mony reported them as correctly kept. Committee on the records of Oxford Church re​ported them correct with specified exceptions.
Dr. Waddel

Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., asked and received a letter to join the Pres. of Memphis.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Pontotoc, April 10th 1859 

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met: and was opened with prayer, the Moderator, Rev. W. V. Frierson, being un​able from indisposition to preside. Rev. Wm A. Gray was called to the chair. The min​utes of yesterday were read and approved.

Rev. O. F. Rogers

Rev. O. F. Rogers applied for the dissolution of the pastoral relation between himself and the Churches of Unity & Providence. The churches reluctantly consenting, his request was granted and the pastoral relation was dissolved.

The order of the day (viz), for hearing the reports of standing committees of the Boards of the Church was taken up.

The committees on Domestic Missions, Foreign Missions & Colportage severally re​ported which reports were received and approved. 

A committee of two, Rev. R. Henderson & J. Wiley were appointed to audit the accounts of the Committee on Domestic Missions.

Rev. T. C. Stuart, A. H. Conkey, & J. N. Cameron were appointed a committee on Edu​cation.
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The committee appointed to audit the accounts of the committee of Domestic Missions re​ported them as being correctly kept: which report was received and adopted.

Adjourned Meeting

Resolved that Presbytery hold an adjourned meet[ing] at Zion Church to begin Friday June 3rd 11 o’clock a.m.

The committee appointed to confer with Rev. J. H. Miller & Harmony Church made their report which was received & adopted as follows.

The committee appointed to confer with Brother Miller and Harmony Church respecting the dissolution of the pastoral relation in Harmony Church, have attended to that matter and report as follows.

1. That Brother Miller have leave of absence from that church until Providence sheds more light on those causes, especially his ill health, that have led him to ask the disso​lution of the pastoral relation between him & that people.

2. That the Church of Harmony have leave, in the nearer time, to employ any minister they may choose to supply their pulpit.








J. B. Stafford,








     Chairman of Com.
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The Committee appointed to visit Bethany Church reported as follows.

The Com. appointed to visit Bethany Ch. Have to report that they have not performed that duty, for the following reasons: Your Com. were informed by Brother Gaston that there was some hope that the difficulties in that Church might be adjusted without our agency, of which he would inform us in due time. The first communication received from him represented the difficulties as still existing, but reiterated the same hope and advised that we defer our visit until spring. Finally a few days since we were informed that the first Sabbath in April was appointed as the time for our attendance; but this was then imprac​tica​ble, owing to the feeble health of a member of the Committee, the bad state of the roads, and the advanced period of the season. Respectfully submitted,

      








T. C. Stuart, chr.

Which report was received, & approved. A committee to addend the next annual exami​nation of the Pontotoc Presbyterial Female Collegiate Institute, was appointed consisting of Rev. D. G. Doak, Rev. Wm A. Gray, Rev. J. N. Carothers, J. M. Kimmons and Dr Wm H. Calhoun.
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Presbytery took recess for half an hour. 

Pres. resumed business.

Rev Wm A. Gray delivered the doctrinal sermon agreeably to appointment of last Pres​bytery.
[Corinth, Miss. Church Organized]

A letter was received from Rev. L. B. Gaston giving reasons for absence from the present sessions of Presbytery, which were sustained. Bro Gaston reported the organization of a church in Corinth
 consisting of twelve members & two ruling elders, which was taken under the care of Presbytery.

[The Presbyterian Sentinel]

The following paper was unanimously adopted. Whereas the Synod of Memphis has est​ablished a religious newspaper called The Presbyterian Sentinel, in the City of Mem​phis: and whereas it is the first effort ever attempted by our Synod: therefore resolved that we recommend this paper, to the favorable notice of all our people and that the mem​bers of Presbytery use their exertions to promote its circulation.

The Committee on Supplies made their report recommending that Bros. Miller & Gray spend one Sabbath each at New Albany & that Bro. Barr be requested to spend one Sab​bath at Hopewell: said report was received & adopted.

Narrative

The committee on the narrative of the state of religion within our bounds 
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reported, which report was received, adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly.

The Stated Clerk presented the Statistical Report
 to the Gen. Assembly, which was re​ceived & approved and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly.

It was resolved that the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the citizens of Pontotoc and vicinity for their hospitality during the sessions of Presbytery, and that the pastor read this resolution from the pulpit tomorrow.

It was resolved to suspend colportage operations until we pay off our liabilities incurred in the work.

Brother Kimmons had leave to retain in hand the call from Hebron Church until the ad​journed meeting in June.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Zion Friday the 3rd day of June next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








Wm V. Frierson, 








     Moderator.

O. F. Rogers,

     Temporary Clk.






Wm. A. Gray,






     Stated Clerk.
[165]

Zion Church

June 3rd 1859, 11 o’clock a.m.

Chickasaw Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Mr. J. A. Kimmons from Eph 2:8, 9. Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Present-Ministers Wm. A. Gray & J. H. Miller. Elders T. Means from Hebron; B. L. Frierson, Zion; H. N. Means, Sarepta; J. N. Cameron, Monroe; F. Boston, Unity; John Foster, Hopewell; and Joseph Wiley, Harmony.

There not being a quorum present, adjourned ‘till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock. Presbytery met, there not being a quorum present, adjourned ‘till 9 o’clock to morrow morning. 

Closed with prayer.

Saturday June 14th 

9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday, with the addition of O. F. Rogers. Brother Rogers gave reasons for tardiness, which were not sustained.

The moderator not being present, Rev J. H. Miller was elected Moderator. Rev. A. M. Mooney of Tombigby [sic] Presbytery being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Liddell and Campbell

Messrs Charles G. Liddell & John C. Campbell appeared before presbytery and after being examined upon experimental
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piety, their motives for seeking the gospel ministry, and their entire literary course, were taken under the care of pres. as candidates for the ministry.

“An homo sit amnino corruptus?” was assigned Mr. Liddell as a theme for a Latin exe​gesis. And to Mr. Campbell was assigned “An Christus sit Deus?”

Messrs. James H. Gaillard and T. Dwight Witherspoon, candidates under the care of Pres​bytery were examined upon the languages & mathematics, which examination was sus​tained.

Bro. Gaillard preached a popular sermon from I John 5:1, which was sustained as a part of trial.

   





Pres. took recess until half past one o’clock. 

After recess Messrs. Gaillard and Witherspoon were examined on natural philosophy. Sus​tained.

Mr Witherspoon preached a popular sermon from John 1:9, which was sustained.

Bro Gaillard read his Latin exegesis from “An Christus sit Deum?” Bro. Witherspoon read his Latin exegesis from “An Regnum Christi aeternum sit?” These exegeses were placed in the hands of a committee consisting of Rev J. H. Miller, Rev Wm A. Gray and Joseph Wiley.
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Presbytery proceeded to examine Messrs Gaillard & Witherspoon, together with E. C. Davidson, another candidate under our care, upon natural and revealed theology. The ex​amination was suspended and Presbytery adjourned till Monday morning 8 o’clock. 








Closed with prayer.

Monday morning, June 5

8 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes were read & approved. Mr. John A. Kimmons, returned the call put into his hands from Hebron Church in April. Whereupon, Thomas Means moved that Presbytery proceed to ordain Mr. Kimmons sine titulo, which motion prevailed. Mr. Kimmons was examined on experimental religion, philosophy and natural and revealed theology, with a view toward his ordination, which examination was sustained as parts of trial.

Messrs. Kimmons, Gaillard, Witherspoon and Davidson, were examined on Ecclesiasti​cal History, which was sustained.

Messrs Kimmons, Gaillard & Witherspoon were examined on Church Government and the Sacraments, which examination was sustained.

Brother Gaillard read his popular lecture from 23rd Psalm, which was sustained.

Bro Witherspoon read his popular lecture from Luke 14:15=24 inclusive, which was sus​tained.
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The committee on the exegeses of Messrs Gaillard & Witherspoon reported, recom​mending their approval, and they were sustained as parts of trial.

Mr. Gaillard read his critical exercise from Heb 6:1=6 inclusive, which was sustained.

Mr. Witherspoon read his critical exercise from Rom. 8:19=25 inclusive, which was sustained.

All the parts of trial of Messrs Gaillard & Witherspoon were sustained, and presbytery licensed them to preach the gospel, as probationers for the holy ministry.

Mr. J. A. Kimmons preached a sermons from Eph 2:20, 21, 22, previously assigned him, which was sustained as a part of trial.

All the parts of trial of Mr Kimmons preparatory to ordination were now sustained, whereupon he was solemnly ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry, by prayer and the laying on of hands of presbytery, Brother Gray, previously appointed, presided proposing the constitutional questions, and offering the ordaining prayer. After which Bro Miller, previously appointed, delivered an appropriate and solemn charge to Brother Kimmons.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet at Providence Church on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in Oct. at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.

John H. Miller, 

     Moderator

O. F. Rogers,

     Temporary Clerk.






Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Pro re nata Meeting

Rev W. V. Frierson, Moderator of Chickasaw Presbytery, being requested by a constitu​tional number of ministers and elders to call a pro re nata meeting of presbytery, for the purpose of taking M. W. Frierson under the care of presbytery as a candidate for the ministry, and the licensure of E. C. Davidson, called presbytery to meet at Zion Church, September the 9th 1859, at 11 o’clock a.m.

Zion Church

Sept 9th 1859

11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery as called by the Moderator met and was opened with a sermon by W. V. Frierson, the Moderator—Isa. 52:7.

Opened with prayer. Ministers present—T. C. Stuart, W. V. Frierson, J. H. Miller and J. A. Kimmons. Elders-T. Means, Hebron; B. L. Frierson, Zion; and Joseph Wiley, Har​mony.

Mr. M. W. Frierson was examined on experimental religion, and his motives for seeking the gospel ministry. 

The examination of M. W. Frierson was suspended, & that of E. C. Davidson 
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was taken up.

Presbytery took recess for one hour.

After recess resumed business.

Mr. E. C. Davidson preached his popular sermon from 2 Cor. 5:21, which was sustained as a part of trial for licensure.

The examination of M. W. Frierson was resumed. His examination on experimental religion, & his motives for seeking the gospel ministry was sustained, and he was taken under the care of presbytery, as a candidate for the ministry. Presbytery being fully satisfied of the literary qualifications of Mr Frierson, from their personal knowledge, and from his having a diploma from the University of Miss. dispensed with his examination.

“An Christus quasi mediator adorandus sit? was assigned Mr Frierson as a theme for a Latin exegesis. For a critical exercise Matt 16:15=19 inclusive, for a lecture Psalm 15, for a popular sermon Rom. 6:14.

Presbytery pledged itself to render Mr. M. W. Frierson such aid as he may need during his theological course.

Mr. E C. Davidson read a Latin exegesis from the theme “An Christus sit Deus?” A critical exercise from Heb. 6:4=8, inclusive. A lecture from the 15th Psalm, which were sustained as parts of trial.
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All the parts of trial were now sustained, when Presbytery proceeded to license Mr. David​son to preach the gospel as a probationer for the gospel ministry.

Presbytery adjourned sine die. Closed with prayer.

W. V. Frierson, Mod.

J. A. Kimmons, T. Clerk.

 






Providence Church

Sept 29th 1859

11 o’clock a.m.

Chickasaw Presbytery met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Mod​er​ator, was opened with a sermon by Rev J. H. Miller, Psalm 42:1. Presbytery was con​sti​tuted by prayer.

Ministers present—T. C. Stuart, W. A. Gray, R. Henderson, J. H. Miller & O. F. Rogers. Elders present—J. M. Dozier, Harmony; F. Boston, Unity; Chas. Smith, Providence; J. P. Morrison, Lebanon; S. T. Means, Hebron; S. Long, Carrollville, & J. Rogan, Ripley.

Churches not represented: Zion, Oxford, Hopewell, Pontotoc, Ebenezer, Bethany, New Albany, Walnut Creek, Sarepta, New Hope & Corinth.

Rev. R. Henderson was elected Moderator and J. S. Long Tem. Clerk. 

Presbytery took recess for one hour. 

After recess resumed business. The minutes of the last stated session, and the adjourned and called sessions, 
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were read & approved.

The pastor, & elders representing the Church and Moderator were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

Rev J. A. Kimmons appeared in presbytery and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Oak Forest Church

Rev. T. C. Stuart appointed to organize a church, of a portion of the members of Monroe Church, reported the organization of a church called Oak Forest,
 consisting of 27 mem​bers, with one ruling elder, which church was taken under the care of presbytery.

Rev. J. H. Miller & J. M. Dozier were appointed a committee upon the Minutes of the General Assembly.

Presbytery adjourned ‘till to morrow morning 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Sept. 30th

9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. P. F. Witherspoon, an elder from Zion Church, appeared in Presbytery, & rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & P. F. Witherspoon were appointed a committee to assess the churches, to raise [the] commissioner’s fund.

Rev. W. A. Gray was nominated principal clerical
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commissioner to next Gen. Assembly, and Rev L. B. Gaston his alternate.

Dr. J. S. Long was nominated principal lay commissioner & J. Rogan his alternate.

Ripley was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Report on Minutes

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the Gen. Assembly, report that they find several things to which they think it important to call the attention of the presbytery.

Item 1st. page 518. Resolution 3rd of the committee on Foreign Missions, commending the efforts of the Board to enlist the children of the church in the work of Foreign Mis​sions.

Item 2nd, page 523. Resolution 3rd of the committee on Education, recommending more faithful & interested supervision of the presbyteries over their candidates for the gospel ministry.

Item 3rd, page 532. Recommending a concert of prayer for the conversion of the world.

Item 4th, pages 534-5, Urging the sanctification of the Sabbath.

And the committee would respectfully submit for the consideration of pres., the following resolutions on the various subjects presented.

Resolved 1st That this presbytery highly
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approve of the efforts made by the Board of For. Missions to enlist the interest of the children
 of the church in this work, and they would urge upon all pastors and ruling elders to instruct the baptized members in their respective congregations in regard to their obligations in this matter as members of the church, & upon parents that they endeavour to train their children to the habitual discharge of their obligations.

Resolved 2nd That in accordance with the spirit of the suggestions made in the report on the Board of Education at the last Assembly, this presbytery deem it eminently proper to obtain at least once a year from the teachers and professors, where the candidates for the ministry are pursuing their studies, a report touching their proficiency in the several de​part​ments of study, & noticing any particular deficiency of the candidates in any respect. And that it be the duty of the chairman of the committee to report to presbytery.

Resolved 3rd That this presbytery cordially approve the recommendation of the Assem​bly that all our churches observe the second Monday of January 1860 & week following as a concert of prayer for the conversion of the world, and that this object
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be especially remembered during that week in our family devotions.

Resolved 4th, That all our ministers be directed to preach some day during that week on the subject of Foreign Missions, & take up a collection for that object in all our churches.

Resolved 5th That this presbytery highly approve of the action of the Assembly on the sanctification of the Sabbath and we earnestly recommend that in all our families & among all our members a better observance of the Lord’s day may be secured, that in all our communities the authority & sacredness of the ordinance may be explained and vin​dicated, and that the various forms of Sabbath breaking may met with wise and whole​some rebuke & restraint.

Resolved 6th That the action of our Assembly on this subject be read from all our pulpits, and its importance faithfully urged by our ministers. The above report and resolutions were adopted.

The committee on assessment for commissioner’s fund reported as follows. That Zion be assessed for this object $20. Ripley $ 12. Oxford $20. Hopewell $10. Pontotoc $12. Ebenezer $6. Providence $6. Hebron $6. Lebanon $12. Harmony $16. Bethany $6. New
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Albany $6. Walnut Creek $6. Sarepta $6. New Hope $6. Unity $6. Carrollville $4. Monroe $1. Oak Forest $3. Corinth $4, which report was accepted and adopted.

Presbytery had recess ‘till after divine service. Pres resumed business. Rev. Jn A. Kim​mons obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Leave was granted Hebron & Carrollville Churches, to continue the ministerial services of the Rev. J. A. Kimmons for the ensuing year.

Rev. T. C. Stuart & Chas. Smith, were appointed a committee on supplies.

Rev. L. B. Gaston appointed to preach on the final perseverance of the saints, not being present, was appointed to meet that obligation at our next stated meeting. The committee on supplies reported recommending that the Rev W. A. Gray & Rev J. H. Miller be direc​ted to preach each one Sabbath at New Albany, and Rev L. B. Gaston and Rev R. Hen​der​son one each, at Bethany before our spring sessions of Presbytery. The report was accepted and adopted.

Presbytery resolved to employ Rev. W. V. Frierson as an evangelist, to labor within our bounds if his services can be had, guaranteeing to him a salary of $800, with as much more as presbytery may be
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able to raise for this object.

Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

Oct. 1st 9, o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

Mr. James Hillhouse Gaillard

A call for the pastoral services of Mr James H. Gaillard was laid before presbytery, which being found in order, was directed to be put into his hands. 

It was resolved to hold an adjourned meeting in Holly Springs, during the sessions of Synod, to meet upon the call of the Moderator.

A vote of thanks was passed to the citizens of this vicinity, for their kind hospitality ex​tended to the members of Presbytery, to be read on the morrow. Presbytery adjourned to meet in Holly Springs, during the sessions of Synod, at the call of the moderator. Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.
R. Henderson, Moderator.

J. S. Long, Tem Clerk.

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Holly Springs, Oct 13th 1859

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. The Moderator being absent, Rev Wm A. Gray was chosen moderator pro tem. And Rev. L. B. Gaston Temporary Clerk pro tem.

Ministers present—T. C. Stuart, Wm A. Gray, L. B. Gaston & J. H. Miller. Elders pres​ent—James Rogan, Ripley; J. S. Long, Carrollville; John Shive, Oxford; D. M. Alexan​der, Lebanon; H. H. Kimmons, Hopewell and J. R. Gray, Harmony.

The Stated Clerk presented the presbyterial report to Synod, which was accepted & approved.

Mr. James H. Gaillard accepted the call put into his hands from Zion Church for his past​oral services, whereupon Presbytery assigned Mr. Gaillard, on which to prepare a sermon to be preached before presbytery preparatory to ordination, 1st Corinthians 1: 23, 24.

Bro Stuart was appointed to preach the ordination sermon, preside, propose the con​sti​tu​tional questions, & offer the ordaining prayer. Bro Gray to deliver the charge to the pas​tor, and Brother Gaston to deliver the Charge to the congregation.

Upon motion presbytery adjourned to meet 
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at Zion Church, on Friday before the second Sabbath in December at 11 o’clock a.m.
 


Closed with prayer.

Wm A. Gray, Moderator


L. B. Gaston Tem Clerk.

The Committee on the Minutes of Chickasaw Presbytery report they have examined the same and recommend to Synod the approval of the records as far as written, with the exception that on page 170 we find in the reception of a Candidate for the Ministry, the Presbytery declined examining the Candidate on Literature, taking his College Diploma, with their personal knowledge of the young brother, as satisfactory. If this examination was designated the final preparatory to licensure, it appears to be contrary to the require​ments of our Form of Government.

Approved thus far by the Synod of Memphis in session at Holly Springs, Mississippi, Oct. 15, 1859.

J. E. Bright, 

     Mod Synod.
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Zion Church

Dec. 9th 1859

Presbytery met according to adjournment. Present T. C. Stuart, J. H. Miller & J. A. Kim​mons, with ruling elders B. L. Frierson, Zion Ch.; [and] J. R. McCoy, Hebron.

T. C. Stuart chosen Moderator pro. tem., & J. A. Kimmons temporary clk., pro. tem.

Owing to the inclemency of the weather, & the smallness of the congregation, at the re​quest of the church members present, Presbytery adjourned to meet at Zion Ch. on Fri​day before the 4th Sunday of this month.

T. C. Stuart, Mod., 

J. A. Kimmons, Clk.

Zion Ch.

Dec. 23rd 1859

Presbytery met according to adjournment. Present—Ministers T. C. Stuart & J. H. Miller. Elders J. T. Suggs, Zion & A. H. Conkey, Pontotoc. 

Rev T. C. Stuart was called to the chair, A. H. Conkey was appointed clk. There not being a quorum present & owing to the great inclemency of the weather, there being no prospect of securing a quorum, adjourned ‘till the time appointed for the regular spring sessions.

T. C. Stuart, Mod.

A. H. Conkey, Clk.
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Ripley April 12th 1860

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment & was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. R. Henderson from Gal 2: last clause of 20th verse, “who loved me & gave himself for me.”

Present

Ministers 





Ruling Elders

J. B. Stafford





J. T. Suggs, Zion

T. C. Stuart





Elias Hovis, Ripley

Wm V. Frierson




Wm R. Walker, Walnut Ck.

Wm A. Gray





H. L. Stafford, New Hope

L. B. Gaston





Josiah Davis, Ebenezer

R. Henderson





A. H. Conkey, Pontotoc

J. H. Miller





Jos. Wiley, Harmony

O. F. Rogers





Jno, McCoy, Hebron

J. A. Kimmons




Wm R. Nelson, Carrollville








A. M. Bigger, Lebanon







P. H. McCutchen, Oxford








Daniel McFarland, Hopewell








J. M. Simpson, New Albany

Churches not represented: Sarepta, Bethany, Corinth & Oak Forest.

Rev L. B. Gaston was elected moderator & Rev. J. A. Kimmons Tem. Clerk.

Presbytery took recess ‘till 2 o’clock p.m.

Resumed business. The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.

Revs. W. V. Frierson, L. B. Gaston & J. B. Stafford

[182]

rendered reasons for absence from the last stated sessions of pres. which were sustained.

The pastor, elder representing the church, & moderator, appointed the committee on de​votional exercises.

Rev. F. Patton presented a dismission from the Pres. of Potosi [Missouri], and after examination was received as a member of presbytery.

Mr. T. D. Witherspoon

A call for the ministerial services of Mr. T. D. Witherspoon from Oxford Church and was laid before pres. which being found in order, was placed in his hands.

Rev. F. Patton

A call from Lebanon for the ministerial services of Rev. F. Patton, for half his time, was laid before pres. and placed in his hands.

Mr. J. H. Gaillard

The hour of 9 o’clock a.m. to morrow was chosen as the hour for taking up the exami​nation of J. H. Gaillard with a view to his ordination as pastor of Zion Church.

The hour of two o’clock to morrow p.m. was set for hearing the reports of the standing committees of presbytery.

Rev’d L. B. Gaston & J. B. Stafford & elder H. L. Stafford were appointed a standing
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committee on Church Extension.

Rev. Wm A. Gray, with Rev. L. B. Gaston as alternate, was elected clerical com​mis​sioner, to the next General Assembly: and Dr. J. S. Long, with Jas Rogan as alternate, was elected lay commissioner.

Sessional Records were referred to the following committees (viz).

Hopewell



J. B. Stafford & J. T. Suggs

Lebanon



O. F. Rogers & Isaiah Davis

Monroe [and] New Albany

W. V. Frierson & H. L. Stafford

Oak Forest



W. V. Frierson & H. L. Stafford

Hebron




P. H. McCutchen & Jos. Wiley

Zion




R. Henderson & R. Nelson

Unity




T. C. Stuart & J. M. Simpson

Carrollville



A. H. Conkey & A. M. Bigger

Corinth



J. M. Miller & D. McFarland

New Hope



Wm A. Gray & J. R. McCoy

Ripley




T. C. Stuart & Wm R. Walker

Oxford




J. H. Miller & Elias Hovis

Pontotoc



F. Patton & P. H. McCutchen

Harmony



R. Henderson & P. H. McCutchen

Walnut Creek



O. F. Rogers & H. L. Stafford

Providence



H. L. Stafford & D. M. McFarland

Four o’clock to morrow p.m. was made the hour, for hearing reports on said records.

It was made a standing rule of presbytery that half an hour be spent each morning of its ses​sions in devotional exercises.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

Brother Stuart being so much indisposed as to be unable to be in pres. to day, Bro. Patton was appointed in his room, to preach the ordination sermon of Mr. J. H. Gaillard.

It was made the order of the day for 10 o’clock to day to hold a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds: And A. H. Conkey and R. Henderson were appointed to prepare a narrative for the Gen. Assembly.

Rev. P. P. Dancer, of the Methodist E. Ch. Being present, was invited to sit as a cor​res​ponding member.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, pres. proceeded to the examination of Mr. J. H. Gaillard, on experimental religion, the original languages in which the Scrip​tures were written,
 the arts & sciences, Theology, Church History & Church Govern​ment: all of which
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were sustained as parts of trial. Seven & half o’clock was set for hearing the trial sermon of Mr. Gaillard.

The hour having arrived presbytery held a free conversation on the state of religion with​in our bounds.

Pres. took recess ‘till 2 o’clock. 

After recess resumed business.

The standing committee on For. Missions reported & their report was received & appro​ved. The Committees of Dom. Missions, Education & Publication severally reported which reports were received & approved.

It was resolved that this pres. henceforth cooperate with [the] Advisory Committee of Dom. Missions, located at New Orleans.

The committee on Colportage was instructed to resume operations in distributing the books of our Board, at their earliest convenience.

Adjourned Meeting

It was resolved that when pres. adjourns it shall do so, to meet in Oxford on Friday before the second Sabbath in May, at 7 ½ o’clock p.m., with a view, if the way be clear, to the ordination of Mr. Witherspoon, as pastor of Oxford Church. Rev. F. Patton was appointed to preach the ordination sermon, Rev. T. C. Stuart to preside, Rev. J. H. Miller to deliver the charge to the pastor, & Rev. W. A. Gray to the people.
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Rom 5:1 was assigned Mr. Witherspoon as a theme upon which to prepare a sermon for ordination.

Reports on the following sessional records were made, received & approved (viz) Oxford, Lebanon, New Albany, Monroe, Walnut Creek, Hopewell, Carrollville, Ripley, Hebron, New Hope, Pontotoc, Providence, Zion, Harmony, Corinth & Unity.

Pres. granted Rev. F. Patton leave to retain the call from Lebanon for consideration, ‘till the adjourned meeting, in Oxford.

Place of Next Meeting

New Hope was chosen as the place for holding the next stated meeting of pres.

Presbytery took recess ‘till 7 ½ o’clock, resumed business.

Mr. Gaillard preached a sermon from 1st Cor. 1: 23, 24, which, after remarks by members of pres. was sustained as a part of trial.

Pres. adjourned ‘till 8 ½ o’clock to morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock.

Pres. met & was opened with prayer, present as on yesterday. Minutes of yesterday were read and approved.
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The Board of Trustees of the Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute reported, which report was received & approved. Then the following persons were elected to fill the vacancies in the Board (Viz): Rev. J. H. Miller, Rev Wm A. Gray, Hon H. R. Miller, Dr. J. M. Doz​ier, Col. R. Bolton, Samuel H. Taylor, & Daniel McFarland.

Rev. F. Patton, Rev. J. A. Kimmons, T. D. Witherspoon, Dr. E. Agnew and P. F. Wither​spoon, were appointed a committee to attend the next annual examination in Pon​totoc.

It was directed that Bro. Gaston preach the doctrinal sermon on to morrow at 11 o’clock, on the subject previously assigned.

Rev. C. P. Miller of the Methodist Ep. Ch. Being present, was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.

Pres. received a letter from Rev A. M. Mooney, containing a letter of dismission from Tombeckbee Pres. which they propose considering at their adjourned meeting, where it is expected that Mr Mooney may be present.

It was directed that Church sessions require a report from the delegates whom they may appoint to attend upon the meetings of Presbytery and Synod, as to the discharge of such duty, 
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and that said report be spread upon the minutes of the session, for the review of pres. & further that the Stated Clerk be directed to send a copy of this action to all the churches under our care & cause the same to be published in the [Presbyterian] Sentinel.

Ordination of Mr. Gaillard

Rev. F. Patton preached the ordination sermon of Mr. Jas. H. Gaillard, after which he was solemnly set apart to the full work of the Gospel Ministry, by the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Rev. T. C. Stuart presided, proposed the constitutional questions & offered the ordaining prayer & Rev Wm A. Gray delivered the charge to the newly or​dained minister.

Presbytery had recess ‘till 2 ½ o’clock.

2 ½ o’clock p.m. resumed business.

Doctrinal Sermon

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon at the next stated meet​ing of pres. Infant baptism was assigned as the sermon.

The Stated Clerk presented the Statistical report, which was received, approved and or​dered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

Committees of Examination

The following committees were appointed to conduct the examination of candidates

[189]

for licensure or ordination

Experimental Religion



Stuart & Henderson

Church History




Gray, Gaston & Gaillard

The Sacraments




Frierson, Gaston & Henderson

Theology





Patton, Miller & Stafford

Church Government




Kimmons, Rogers & Frierson

Languages





Rogan & Gaillard

Sciences





Gaston & Witherspoon

It was resolved that the ministers whom Rev. W. V. Frierson assists, shall be required to take up collections in their respective churches to aid in his support, & that Mr. Frierson attend to this duty in vacant churches, where he shall preach.
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The committee on the narrative, presented the narrative which was received, adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

Rev. T. C. Stuart & J. A. Kimmons were appointed a committee, to install Rev. J. H. Gaillard pastor of Zion Church. Rev T. C. Stuart to deliver the charge to the pastor, & Rev. J. A. Kimmons to the people.

Presbytery returned a vote of thanks to the citizens of Ripley & vicinity for their kind hospitality during the sessions of presbytery.

Adjourned to meet in Oxford on the Friday before the second Sabbath in May at 7 ½ o’clock, p.m.

Closed with singing, prayer, & the apostolic benediction.

L. B. Gaston,

     Moderator

J. A. Kimmons,

     Tem. Clerk

Wm A. Gray, 

     Stated Clerk.
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Oxford, May 11th
7 ½ o’clock p.m.

Pres. of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. H. Gaillard from the parable of the sower. Opened with prayer. In the absence of the Moderator Rev T. C. Stuart was called to the chair temporarily.

Ministers present—T. C. Stuart, W. V. Frierson, W. A. Gray, J. H. Miller, F. Patton, J. A. Kimmons & J. H. Gaillard. Elders present—Thos. Means, Hebron; P. H. McCutchen, Oxford; A. W. Grier, Sarepta.

Presbytery adjourned ‘till 8 ½ o’clock to morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock

Pres. met & was opened with prayer.

Rev. L. B. Gaston appeared in pres. and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained. F. E. McCalla, Corinth, D. McFarland, Hopewell, W. Biggar, Lebanon, and J. T. Suggs, Zion, appeared in pres. and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sus​tained.

Rev. A. M. Mooney

Rev. A. M. Mooney,
 after the usual examination, was received as a member of pres. by letter from the Pres. of Tombeckbee.

Bible Society

A communication was received from Rev. T. P. Johnson, agent of the American
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Bible Society, which was read & committed to [a] committee consisting [of] Rev T. C. Stuart & D. McFarland.

T. D. Witherspoon

Pres. proceeded to examine Mr. T. D. Witherspoon on experimental religion, his views in seeking the gospel ministry, on the arts & sciences & philosophy, on all of which his ex​amination was sustained.

Rev D. G. Doak, from the Pres. of North Miss., being present was invited to sit as a cor​responding member.

Mr. Witherspoon preached a sermon from Rom. 5:1, which was sustained as a part of trial.

       Pres. took recess ‘till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock

[R]esumed business, when Mr. Witherspoon was examined on Theology, Church Hist​ory, Church government, the sacraments, and the original languages in which the scrip​tures were written, all of which examination was sustained. Upon motion all the parts of trial of Mr W. were sustained, & pres. resolved to proceed to his ordination & installation at 7 ½ o’clock this evening.

Mr. Patton

Rev. F. Patton signified his acceptance of the call put into his hands from Lebanon Church, whereupon J. H. Gaillard & T. D. Witherspoon were appointed to install Bro. Patton
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Mr. Gaillard to deliver the charge to the pastor, & Mr. Witherspoon to the people. The com​mittee on the communication touching the American Bible Society submitted the following report, which was received & adopted (Viz):

“The committee to whom was referred the communication from T. P. Johnson, agent of the American Bible Society, beg leave to report, That we regard the publication, pres​ervation, & dissemination of the Word of God in the commonly received version, as of vital importance to the best interests of the Church & of the world; therefore resolved first, That every professed disciple of Christ is bound to use his influence, and to con​trib​ute of his sustenance for the promotion of these great objects. Second, That pres. re​quest all its members to preach a sermon, & take up collections in all their churches once a year for the Bible cause. Third, That we recommend the formation of Bible societies, auxiliary to the A.B.S. in all places practicable where none now exist; that Bibles be procured from the parent society, and the destitute throughout our bounds [be] supplied with the precious volume, which with God’s blessing will make them wise unto salva​tion.”
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Pres. reconsidered the vote fixing the time for next stated meeting, & resolved to meet upon adjournment at New Hope on the Saturday preceding the next meeting of Synod, at 11 o’clock a.m.

Pres took recess ‘till 7 ½ o’clock.

7 ½ o’clock. 

Pres. resumed business. Rev. F. Patton preached the sermon, after which pres. proceeded to set apart Mr. Witherspoon to the full work of the gospel ministry by prayer & the lay​ing on [of] the hands of pres. Rev. T. C. Stuart presided, propounded the questions, & offered the ordaining prayer. Rev J. H. Miller delivered the charge to the pastor, & Rev. W. A. Gray the charge to the people.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at the time and place fixed upon.

Closed with prayer.

L. B. Gaston, Mod.

J. A. Kimmons, Tem. Clerk.
Wm A. Gray, S. Clerk.
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New Hope Church

Saturday, Oct 20th 1860

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator Rev L. B. Gaston from the last clause of the 3rd verse of Jude: “Con​tend” &c. After sermon presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Present, Ministers—J. B. Stafford, W. V. Frierson, Wm A. Gray, L. B. Gaston, R. Hen​derson, F. Patton, O. F. Rogers, J. A. Kimmons, J. H. Gaillard, and T. D. Witherspoon. Elders—B. L. Frierson, Zion; J. Wiley, Harmony; J. R. Dickson, Pontotoc; Thos. Means, Hebron; J. S. Long, Carrollville; J. H. Horton, New Hope; W. Walton, Ebenezer; F. E. McCalla, Corinth; F. Boston, Unity; Adam Braddock, Walnut Creek; J. M. Simpson, New Albany; R. S. Stewart, Hopewell, [and] P. H. McCutchen, Oxford.

Ministers absent—T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, & J. J. Miller. Churches not represented: Bethany, Providence, Ripley, Oak Forest, Sarepta, Lebanon & Monroe.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons was elected Moderator, & Rev. J. H. Gaillard Temporary Clerk.

       Pres. took recess ‘till 2 o’clock.

Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of the last stated & adjourned meetings were read.
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The pastor, elder representing the Church and Moderator were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.  

Rev. T. P. Johnson
 presented a letter of dismission from Concord Pres. & after the usual examination was received as a member of Presbytery.

Letters from Brethren Stuart & Miller were received assigning reasons for absence from the present sessions of pres. which were sustained.

Ten o’clock Monday was appointed to hear reports from the standing committees of the Boards of the Church.

The commissioners to the last Assembly made their reports, which were approved.

Rev. R. Henderson as principal, Rev O. F. Rogers, as alternate were nominated as clerical commissioners to the next Gen. Assembly, and James Rogan as principal & Thomas Means as alternate, lay commissioners.

J. S. Long & W. A. Gray were appointed a committee to assess the churches to raise commissioner’s fund.

Rev. R. Henderson was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon before next presbytery, subject, mode of baptism.

Rev J. B. Gaston & B. L. Frierson, were appointed a committee on Minutes of Assembly.
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[Change of Presbytery Boundaries]

Brethren Patton & Witherspoon were appointed a committee to confer with the Pres. of North Miss. & certain churches in relation to the change of boundary line, between the pres​​byteries of North Mississippi and Chickasaw.

A petition from sundry persons, living 12 miles South East of Carrollville, asking to be organized into a church, was received. Brethren Kimmons & Gaillard, were appointed a committee to visit said neighborhood and organize a church if the way be clear.

[Talahatchie Church Organized]

Brother Patton reported the organization of a church, called Talahatchie,
 which was re​ceived under the care of pres.

Presbytery adjourned ‘till Monday morning 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Monday morning, Oct 22nd

9 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment & spent half an hour in devotional exercises according to standing rule.

Present as on Saturday, except Brother Walton, who was absent from indisposition, and was excused.

Reports of the committees of the Boards were presented & approved.

Lebanon was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of presbytery.
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The committee appointed to audit the accounts of the Committee on Education reported that they found them correct, which report was approved.

A motion was made that the churches to which our domestic missionaries preach be re​quired to examine & see whether their ministers receive the promised salary, & if it be not possible to increase that salary. Pending this motion a special committee consisting of Revs F. Patton, & T. P. Johnson was appointed, to consider this matter, and report at our adjourned meeting to be held during the sessions of Synod.
   Presbytery took recess ‘till after divine service.

1 ½ o’clock 

Resumed business. The committee on the Minutes of Gen. Assembly reported, earnestly recommending all our churches to observe the 2nd week in January 1861
 as a week of special prayer for the prosperity of the Savior’s kingdom in the world.

The chairman of the Committee on education was instructed to write to Messrs Smith & Campbell, beneficiaries under our care, in relation to their purposes & progress.
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The committee of assessment made their report which was received & adopted, and is as follows (viz): Zion $20. Ripley $12. Oxford $20. Hopewell $10. Pontotoc $12. Ebenezer $6. Providence $6. Hebron $6. Lebanon $12. Harmony $16. Bethany $6. New Albany $6. Walnut Creek $6. Sarepta $6. New Hope $6. Unity $6. Carrollville $4. Monroe $1. Oak Forest $3. $Corinth 4. Talahatchie $3.

The Stated Clerk presented the presbyterial report to Synod, which was received and adopted.

A vote of thanks was tendered to the citizens around New Hope for their kindness & hos​pitality extended to the members of pres. during its sessions. 

The minutes were read & approved. 

Adjourned to meet at Germantown, during the sessions of Synod upon the call of the Mod​​erator. Closed with singing & the apostolic benediction.

J. A. Kimmons, Moderator

J. H. Gaillard, Tem. Clerk.

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Examined & approved in Synod at Germantown, Oct 26th 1860.  

John H. Miller, Moderator.
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Germantown, Tenn.

Oct 27th, 1860

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment, at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer.

Present: Ministers—Wm A. Gray, R. Henderson, J. H. Miller, J. A. Kimmons, F. Patton, T. P. Johnston, T. D. Witherspoon & J. H. Gaillard. Elders—B. L. Frierson, Zion [and] H. S. Stafford, New Hope.

[Proposed Change of Presbytery Boundaries]

The committee appointed to confer with Pres. of North Miss., in reference to making the Miss. Central R.R. The boundary line between us reported that the way was not yet open for such conference. Whereupon the same committee was continued.

The committee on the report of the standing committee of Domestic Missions, reported the following resolutions, which were adopted.

1st. That the committee on Missions employ Bro. Frierson again, or some other brother, to labor in our bounds, next year, as an evangelist, if a way can be devised to furnish a sal​ary.

2nd. That the churches receiving aid be required to comply with the rule recommended by the Assembly at Buffalo (viz) That we recommend to the elders, deacons & trustees of our churches, congrega-
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tions, to meet together on some day before the first of Nov. next, and yearly thereafter, and oftener if necessary, & institute the inquiry, whether minister, or stated supply, is prop​erly & fully supported, and if they find he is not so supported, to take immediate meas​​ures to increase his support, & report to their pres. at its next meeting. Min. of Assembly 1854, page 40.

3rd. That our missionaries be required to read to their congregations, the circular addres​sed to the presbyteries by the executive committee last September: & that no church be recommended to the Board, which does not comply with this rule.

E. C. Davidson

Bro. E. C. Davidson applied for, received a letter of dismission from this pres. to put him​self under the care of the Pres. of North Miss.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at the time & place appointed for its spring sessions. Closed with prayer.

J. A. Kimmons, 

     Moderator.

James. H. Gaillard,

Tem. Clerk.

Wm A. Gray, 

     Stated Clerk.
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Lebanon Church, 

April 18, 1861

Presbytery of Chickasaw met pursuant to adjournment, & was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, J. A. Kimmons, from 2nd Peter 1:5, 6, [and] 7. After sermon presbytery was con​stituted by prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

T. C. Stuart





A. W. Greer, Sarepta

W. A. Gray





J. W. Kendrick, Ripley

T. P. Johnson





Wm Spencer, Pontotoc

J. H. Miller





H. L. Stafford, New Hope

F. Patton





John Foster, Hopewell

O. F. Rogers





W. Marion, Unity

J. A. Kimmons




Thos. Means, Hebron

J. H. Gaillard





J. L. Kendall, Oxford

T. D. Witherspoon

Ministers Absent: J. B. Stafford, W. V. Frierson, A. M. Mooney, L. B. Gaston, & R. Hen​derson.

The following churches were not represented during the sessions of presbytery (Viz): Corinth, Harmony, Ebenezer, Carrollville, Zion, New Albany, Providence & Talahatchie.

Rev. Wm A. Gray was chosen Moderator, & Re. J. A. Kimmons, Temporary Clerk.

         Pres. took recess for one hour.

After recess pres. resumed business. The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.

9 o’clock to morrow morning was appointed the hour of the day to hear the reports of the stan[ding] committees of pres.
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Carrollville Church [Renamed for its Pastor, the Rev’d L. B. Gaston]
A report was received from the Carrollville church, asking pres. to transfer said church to a point six miles S.W. of its present location, in the N.E. corner of Pontotoc Co., and that its name be changed to Gaston, which request was granted.

The following committees were appointed on sessional records (viz):

Zion & Oxford, T. P. Johnson & H. L. Stafford.

New Hope, T. D. Witherspoon & T. Means.

Pontotoc & Lebanon, O. F. Rogers & J. W. Kendrick.

New Hope, F. Patton & W, Marion.

Hebron, T. C. Stuart & J. L. Kendall.

Hopewell & Sarepta, J. H. Gaillard & Wm Spencer.

New Albany, J. H. Miller & John Foster.

[Tupelo Church]

A communication was received from a portion of the members of Zion Church, praying for the organization of a church in Tupelo,
 which was granted, & J. H. Gaillard & O. F. Rogers were appointed a committee to organize a church, if the way be clear.

 [Church in Verona]

Also a request from another portion of the members of Zion Church, asking for an organ​i​zation at Verona, which request was granted conditionally. J. H. Gaillard and O. F. Rogers were appointed a committee to organize a church, if the way be clear.

A request was received from the Pres. of Tuscumbia, asking this pres. to instruct her com​​​​​missioners to the next Gen. Assembly
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to vote for the connection of that pres. with the Synod of Memphis, which request was granted.

10 o’clock to morrow morning was set apart as the hour for holding a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds; & T. D. Witherspoon & J. L. Kendall were appointed a committee to prepare the narrative.

A report from the Trustees of the Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute, was presented representing the school as in a prosperous condition & stating that the term of office of the following trustees expires at this meeting, viz: Rev. F. Patton, Stephen Daggett, Col. G. G. Reneau, Rev. J. N. Carothers, Maj. J. N. Harper, Alexr. Barr Esq., & Doct. Charles P. Coffin.

Rev. David Pressly, Rev. F. Patton, Rev. J. N. Carothers, Rev. J. A. Kimmons, J. M. Mar​tin, & H. H. Kimmons, were appointed a visiting committee, to attend the next an​nual examination of the P. F. C. Institute.

Gaston was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Pres.

A.[?] M. Bigger from Lebanon Church, & S. W. Newel from Oak Forest, appeared in pres., &
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rendering reasons for tardiness, took their seats.

The committee appointed to organize a church on 20 mile, reported the way not clear.

Pres. adjourned ‘till 8 ½ o’clock to morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning 

8 ½ o’clock

Pres. met and spending half an hour in devotional exercises, entered upon its business. The minutes were read, corrected, & approved.

Rev. Wm. V. Frierson appeared in pres. & rendering reasons for tardiness, took his seat.

The committees on the sessional records of New Albany, Hebron, Zion, Oxford, Leb​a​non, Pontotoc, Hopewell & New Hope, respectively reported, whose reports were re​​ceived & approved.

9 o’clock, the hour for hearing the reports from standing committees, having arrived, the Committee on Domestic Missions reported as follows, “The Committee would report to presbytery that, since their last annual report the following brethren have been laboring within our bounds under commissions from the Southwestern Advisory Committee, at New Orleans (Viz): R. Henderson, to the Churches of Ebenezer & New Hope. J. A. Kimmons, Hebron & Carrollville. T. C. Stuart to New Albany, Monroe, Oak Forest, & Sarepta. Since the first of January last Bro. Stuart has discontinued his labors at Sarepta. Each of these brethren had an allowance of $200 from the board.
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Bro Frierson who was engaged as an Evangelist for the pres. did important & valuable service during the former part of the year, but was stopped in his work by protracted sick​ness & heavy bereavements in his family. The Committee are pleased to hear testimony to the faithfulness of all these brethren in their work. Commissions for them all have been renewed, except Bro. Frierson, but only for six months, because of the distracted & pre​carious condition of the country. No evangelist has been secured for the present year, for the want of funds, although the Com. still regard it as a most important work; & would most earnestly recommend its continuance if funds can be provided. The Committee are pleased to report that all the churches within our bounds, except Sarepta & Tallahatchie, are supplied with regular stated preaching, and rejoiced to believe that the interests of our church are steadily advancing, and that contributions are made to Domestic Missions, by all our churches. As our draught upon the treasury is heavy, & far above our receipts from the churches, we would therefore most respectfully & urgently press upon the ministers & elders, to bring the importance of this object fully before the people, & give them the privilege & opportunity of contributing to this blessed work.” J. H. Miller, Chr.

The report was received & approved.

[207]

The Committee on Education reported which report was received & approved.

On motion pres. appropriated $50, or more as in the judgment of the committee may be necessary, to C. G. Liddell, to aid him in the prosecution of his theological studies. 

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, pres. heard a conversation on the state of religion, within our bounds.

Pres. took recess ‘till 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess resumed business. 

Rev. T. C. Stuart was elected principal clerical commissioner to Gen Assembly, & Rev Wm A. Gray, his alternate. H. A. Barr was elected principal lay commissioner, & H. L. Stafford, his alternate.

Rev. R. Henderson appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon, being absent, the appoint​ment was continued.

According to a standing rule of pres. the elders present, were called upon to report as to how their ministers are sustained.

[Difficulties in Sarepta Church]

It being reported, that there are certain irregularities in the Sarepta Church, Bros F. Pat​ton, J. H. Miller, & H. Gilmer, were appointed a commission to hold a meeting in that church, examine into, & if possible correct said irregularities.

Bros. Wm. A. Gray & T. D. Witherspoon were appointed to hold a meeting at Talla​hat​chie, & administer the sacrament.
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Pres. resolved to hold an adjourned meeting at Gaston Church on Thursday before the 4th Sabbath in May, at 11 o’clock a.m., with a view to the licensure of M. W. Frierson.

The following pieces were assigned to Mr. C. G. Liddell, as parts of trial. For sermon, Heb. 11:1. Critical exercise, Heb. 6:1-6. Popular Lecture, 1st Psalm.

Rev. W. V. Frierson, Rev. J. H. Miller & Wm Spencer obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of pres.

Pres. adjourned ‘till 8 ½ o’clock to morrow morning. 
Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock

Pres. met and after spending half an hour in devotional exercises, resumed business. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

The committee on the narrative reported. The narrative was received, adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the Gen Assembly. 

The stated clerk presented the statistical report which being read, was approved & ordered to be sent up to the Gen. Assembly.

Pres. adjourned to meet at Gaston on the Thursday before the 4th Sabbath in May, 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.

Wm A. Gray, Mod.

J. A. Kimmons, Tem. Clerk

Wm A. Gray, S.C.
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Thursday




May 23rd 1861

Presbytery of Chickasaw met at Gaston Church, pursuant to adjournment, and in the absence of the Moderator, Rev Wm A. Gray, was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. H. Gaillard, from Acts 17:22-30.

There not being a quorum present, adjourned ‘till 3 ½ o’clock p.m.








3 ½ o’clock

Pres. met. Present Wm V. Frierson, L. B. Gaston, J. A. Kimmons, & J. H. Gaillard, min​is​ters, & Thomas Means from Hebron Church.

In the absence of the Moderator, Rev L. B. Gaston was chosen moderator pro. tem. Pres. was constituted by prayer: and proceeded to the examination of Mr. M. W. Frierson, with a view to his licensure to preach the gospel, as a probationer for the gospel ministry. He was examined on experimental religion, his views in seeking the gospel ministry, on the Latin, Greek, & Hebrew Languages, the Arts & Sciences, & Church History: all of which were sustained, as parts of trial.

His Critical Exercise was read & sustained. Mr. Frierson submitted his Latin Thesis which was sustained, as a part of trial.

Pres. adjourned ‘till 8 o’clock to morrow morning. 
Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

8 o’clock. 

Pres. met and was opened with prayer.
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Mr. Frierson was examined on natural & revealed religion: which examination was sustained. Mr. Wm. R. Nelson, elder from Gaston Church, appeared in presbytery, & ren​dering satisfactory reasons for tardiness, took his seat.

Pres. heard Mr. Frierson’s popular lecture which was sustained. Pres. had recess for half an hour. Resumed business. Mr. Frierson preached his popular sermon from Rom. 6:14, which was sustained as a part of trial.

On motion all the parts of trial of Mr. F. were sustained, as a whole, & he was licensed to preach the gospel as a probationer for the gospel ministry, & the Temporary Clerk, in the absence of the Stated Clerk, was directed to furnish Mr. Frierson with his license.

[Prayer Urged for Confederacy]

Resolved That pres. recommend to all our churches to observe Thursday evening of every week, as an evening for prayer in behalf of our beloved country, & those that have gone forth for its defense, during the present conflict: and that the Tem. Clk. make known this action thro’ The True Witness,
 Pres. Herald, & So. Presbyterian.

Pres. adjourned to meet at Gaston on the Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in October at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.

L. B. Gaston,  Mod.

Jn A. Kimmons, Tem. Clerk.
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Gaston [Church],

Oct 3rd 1861

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with a ser​mon by the Moderator, Rev. Wm A. Gray, from Heb. 6:19. Presbytery was opened with prayer.

Present: Ministers—J. B. Stafford, W. V. Frierson, W. A. Gray, R. Henderson, O. F. Rogers, and J. A. Kimmons. Elders present—J. Rogan from Ripley, A. Braddock, Walnut Creek; David Settle, New Hope; Jno. McClaren, Ebenezer; H. H. Kimmons, Hopewell; J. P. Morrison, Lebanon; Benj. Godfrey, Hebron; W. R. Nelson, Gaston; & J. M. Simpson, New Albany.

O. F. Rogers was elected moderator, and H. H. Kimmons Tem. Clerk.

Pres. had recess ‘till 1 ½ o’clock.

Resumed business. Rev. T. C. Stuart, Rev. Franklin Patton, A. H. Conkey, Pontotoc; & J. Wiley, Harmony, appeared in presbytery & rendering reasons for tardiness took their seats.

Rev J. B. Stafford, & Rev. R. Henderson, gave reasons for absence from the last stated meet​ing of pres. which were sustained. 

The pastor, Rev. J. A. Kimmons, the Moderator and elder W. R. Nelson were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

[General Assembly Report]

Rev T. C. Stuart, our commissioner to the late Gen. Assembly, reported his attendance and the course he took in reference to the action of that Assembly on the state of

[212]

the country,
 which was unanimously approved.

Rev. R. Henderson not being prepared to preach the doctrinal sermon on the subject assigned him, was continued for the next stated meeting.

[Committee to Study Responses to Actions of Late General Assembly]

Rev T. C. Stuart, Rev. W. V. Frierson, Rev F. Patton, J. Rogan & A. H. Conkey were appointed a committee to consider what action is necessary in view of the course pursued by the late Gen. Assembly in its action on the state of the Country.

Pres. adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 








Closed with prayer.

Friday morning 

9 o’clock

Pres met, and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Members present as on yester​day. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved. 

The Rev. J. L. Young, of the Associate Reformed Church,
 being present, was invited to a seat as a corresponding mem​ber.

The Committee on Foreign Missions reported, the report was received & approved.

A letter was read from Rev A. M. Mooney, assigning reasons for absence from the last stated meeting, which were sustained.

The standing rule requiring elders to give reasons for absence from previous meetings was repealed.
[213]

[Withdrawal of the Presbytery to the Presbyterian Church 

of the Confederate States of America]
The committee appointed to consider the action the action of the late Gen. Assembly,
 re​ported. The report was received, amended, & adopted, & is as follows.

“The committee appointed to draft a paper in reference to action of the late General As​sem​bly on the state of the Country, beg leave to report as follows.

Whereas. The late General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the U. S., [sic]
 re​gard​less of all the claims of justice & Christian courtesy, has iniquitously declared by a large majority, that it is the duty of ministers & churches under its care to do all in their power to promote & perpetuate the integrity of the United States, & to strengthen, up​hold & encourage the Federal Government in all her unholy usurpations of power: and where​as this action of the General Assembly unscrupulously seeks to bind us politically to an allegiance which we have disowned, thereby placing us in the false attitude of trai​tors to the Government of our choice,
 to which we are proud to belong: Therefore Re​sol​ved 1st That we regard this edict of the General Assembly as a most fanatical & un​christ​ian exercise of authority—and we therefore feel ourselves solemnly called upon to bear this public testimony to our sense of duty to of-
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fer an immediate & earnest resistance to this unconstitutional act of the Assembly.

Resolved 2nd That self respect demands that we as a presbytery, shall no longer hold con​nection with men & Church Courts, who have thus authoritatively, thro, their highest ecclesiastical tribunal, commanded us to perpetuate acts of treason against our homes, sacrifice every interest dear to the human heart, and especially to ‘strengthen, uphold & encourage’ a wanton, brutal & unchristian war, waged for our subjugation to a govern​ment, we have deliberately repudiated.

Resolved 3rd That in view of promoting the peace, harmony & prosperity of our beloved Zion, in the South, we do hereby, in the fear of God, & conscious of the great importance of the act, declare our connection with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the U.S.A., henceforth & forever dissolved, & we further declare our readiness to appoint and send commissioners, at the time & place to be agreed upon, in order to constitute the ‘General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the Confederate States of America.’

Resolved 4th That we recommend that the words ‘The Presbyterian Church in the United States of America,’ in our Confession of Faith & Form of Government, be so changed as

[215]

to read ‘the Confederate States of America.’

Resolved 5th That we concur with the recommendation of other presbyteries in design​a​ting the First Presbyterian Church in the City of Augusta, Ga. as the place of meeting of the Assembly, and the 4th day of December 1861, at 11 o’clock a.m., as the time, and that we will appoint commissioners accordingly.

Resolved 6th That we recommend that the last moderator present, of the old Assembly, shall be invited to preach the opening sermon, & that he preside until a new moderator shall be chosen.

Resolved 7th That we concur with the recommendation, to request the Rev Drs J. H. Gray & J. N. Waddel
 to act as a committee, to whom it shall be the duty of the presbytery to report its vote, as to the time & place of the meeting of the new Assembly, and that they shall also act as a Committee of Commissions, to attend at such time & place, as said committee shall hereafter designate.”

    Pres. had recess ‘till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business.

[Commissioners in Formation of Confederate Church]
Rev Wm V. Frierson was elected ministerial commis​sioner, with Rev R. Henderson as alternate, and H. H. Kimmons as lay commissioner, with A. H. Conkey as
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alternate, to attend the General Assembly soon to meet in Augusta, Ga.

Rev. S. A. Agnew, of the Associate Reformed Church, being present, was invited to a seat as a corresponding member.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & J. Rogan were appointed a committee to assess the churches, to raise [the] commissioner’s fund. 

Harmony was chosen as the place of the next stated meeting of pres.

Rev. T. C. Stuart made verbal reports on the Boards of D. Missions & Education, which were received & approved.

The Committee on Commissioner’s fund reported which report was received & adopted and is as follows.

Ripley is assessed $3. Walnut Creek $2. Pontotoc $3. Harmony $3. Zion $3. Sarepta $1. Corinth $1. New Hope $2. Ebenezer $2. Hopeweell$2. Lebanon $2. Hebron $1. Gaston $1. Unity $1. Providence $1. Oxford $3. New Albany $1. Oak Forest $1. Bethany $1. Talahatchie $1. Monroe $1.

The Synodical tax was called for, & after some remarks, its further consideration was de​ferred to the adjourned meeting, at Pontotoc.

[Tupelo Church]

Rev. O. F. Rogers reported the organization of a church of 15 members, at
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Tupelo,
 which church was taken under the care of pres.

Rev. R. Henderson, J. P. Morrison, David Settle, & John McClaren, had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of pres.

Rev F. Patton, Rev. W. A. Gray, & J. Wiley, were appointed a committee on the Boards of the Church, to consider whether any action is necessary in view of the changed rela​tions we are soon to sustain.

Presbytery adjourned ‘till 9 o’clock tomorrow. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

9 o’clock

Pres. met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

The Committee on the Boards reported which report was received, amended, & adopted, & is as follows.

The Committee on the Boards in view of our present Church relations recommend, 1st that collections for the boards of church extension & publication be discontinued for the present. 2nd That the wants of our Indian Missions be brought before our churches & col​lections taken to sustain them. 3rd. That the claims of the home field be still pressed upon the
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churches & that our domestic missions in the South be sustained, if possible. 4th. That pres., thro the chairman of the committee on Education, inquire into the wants of our Candidates, & that the churches be urged to furnish the necessary funds, to sustain them.

The subject of Education was considered. [A]fter some discussion its further consider​ation was deferred, ‘till the adjourned meeting in Pontotoc.

Rev. Wm A. Gray & Rev. F. Patton were directed to afford the churches of Sarepta & Tal​lahatchie, supplies at discretion.

The Stated Clerk presented the presbyterial report to Synod, which was re​ceived and approved, as follows.==The Pres. of Chickasaw would respectfully report to the Synod of Memphis, that they consist of 14 ministers, have under their care 2 licentiates, 1 candidate, & 22 churches, & that they have licensed Mr. M. W. Frierson to preach the gospel as a probationer for the gospel ministry.

    Pres. had recess ‘till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock 

Pres. resumed business. A vote of thanks was tendered the citizens of the community, for their kind hospitality, during the sessions of pres…and tendered to its members.
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The minutes of the morning session were read and approved.

Adjourned to meet in Pontotoc during the sessions of Synod, at the call of the Moderator. Closed with singing, prayer, & the apostolic benediction.

O. F. Rogers, Moderator

H. H. Kimmons, Tem. Clerk.           

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Examined & approved thus far,

Oct 18th 1861

Angus Johnson, Moderator [of Synod]
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Pontotoc

October 19th 1861

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator and was opened with prayer. Present Rev. T. C. Stuart, Rev. A. M. Mooney, Rev. W. V. Frierson, Wm A. Gray, Rev. T. D. Johnson, Rev. O. F. Rogers, Rev. J. A. Kimmons and ruling elders Thos. Means, Hebron; J. Rogan, Ripley; D. McFarland, Hopewell, J. S. Long, Gaston; Wm Horan, Zion; and J. M. Blair, Walnut Creek.

Mr R. L. Neely was dismissed at his own request to put himself under the care of the Presbytery of Western Dist.

[“Testaments for Our Soldiers in the Army”]

It was resolved that we act in concert with the Memphis & Shelby Co. Bible Society in providing testaments for our soldiers in the army,
 and that our churches be recom​mend[ed] to contribute to this important object. 

Adjourned to meet at Harmony on the Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.








O. F. Rogers








     Moderator

Wm. A. Gray, 

     Stated Clk.
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Harmony

April 17th 1862

Chickasaw Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with sermon by the moderator, Rev. O. F. Rogers from Rom 10:10. Constituted with prayer.

Present, Ministers—T. C. Stuart, Wm A. Gray, T. P. Johnston, F. Patton, O. F. Rogers, J. A. Kimmons & J. H. Gaillard. Elders, Thos. Means, Hebron; A. J. Suggs, Ripley; G. G. Reneau, Pontotoc; J. R. Gray, Harmony; J. R. Gilmer, Lebanon; D. McFarland, Hope​well.

Ministers absent: J. B. Stafford, A. M. Mooney, W. V. Frierson, L. G. Gaston, R. Hen​der​son, A. H. Miller & T. D. Witherspoon.

Rev. T. P. Johnston was chosen Moderator & A. J. Suggs, Temporary Clerk.

        Pres. took recess for one hour.

After recess resumed business. Minutes of the last stated meeting of pres. were read.

The Moderator, Rev. T. C. Stuart & J. R. Gray were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

Committees on sessional records were appointed as follows: On the records of Zion, Rev. T. C. Stuart & G. G. Reneau; Hopewell, Rev. Wm A. Gray & J. R. Gilmer; Pontotoc, F. Patton & Thos. Means; Harmony, O. F. Rogers & D. McFarland; Lebanon, J. A. Kim​mons & J. R. Gray; Hebron, J. H.
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Gaillard & J. R. Gray.

Rev. O. F. Rogers & Thomas Means were appointed a committee to audit the accounts of the Committee on Education.

Rev. Wm A. Gray & D. McFarland were appointed a committee to audit the accounts of the Committee on D. Missions.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons was appointed chairman of the Committee of F. Missions in the room of Rev. R. Henderson removed without our bounds.

Rev F. Patton & D. McFarland were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative of the state of religion to be sent up
 to Assembly.

To morrow ten o’clock a.m. was appointed as the hour for holding a free conversation on the State of Religion within our bounds.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon at our next stated meet​​ing, on the subject of Election.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & G. G. Reneau were appointed a committee on supplies.

An overture and memorial was presented on the subject of publication and distribution of the Bible, by, Rev. T. P. Johnston, which was committed to a committee consisting of Rev. F. Patton & Rev. T. C. Stuart.

The committees on the sessional records of Pontotoc, Harmony, Hopewell, Hebron,
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Zion & Lebanon reported respectively, recommending their approval, which reports were accepted & approved.

Pres. adjourned ‘till 9 o’clock to morrow morning. 








Concluded with prayer.

Friday morning

9 o’clock

Pres. met & was opened with prayer. 

Unity Church was chosen as the place for holding the next stated meeting of presbytery.

The Com. to audit the accounts of the Com. on Education reported the accounts correct, which report was accepted and approved.

The Com. on supplies reported, recommending the following supplies: for Tallahatchie, Rev. Wm A. Gray & Rev F. Patton; Sarepta, F. Patton; Oak Forest, O. F. Rogers & J. H. Gaillard; Monroe, T. C. Stuart & J. H. Gaillard; New Albany, J. A. Kimmons & J. H. Gail​​lard; the report was accepted & adopted.

The com on the overture and memorial of Rev. T. P. Johnston reported, recommending that said overture and memorial be sent up to the Gen. Assembly; the report was accepted & adopted.

10 o’clock, the hour for the order of the day having arrived, pres. held a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.
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Pres. had recess ‘till 1 o’clock.  

One o’clock resumed business.

Rev. T. P. Johnson applied for a letter of dismission to join the Presbytery of North Mis​sissippi and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish Bro. Johnston the necessary test​i​monials.

The Com. on Domestic Missions reported, the report was accepted & approved. The Com. on Education reported, the report was accepted & approved.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons was elected as clerical commissioner, with Rev. H. H. Gaillard as alternate, to attend the Gen. Assembly to meet in Montgomery, Ala. on the first of May. Joseph Wiley was elected principal as lay commissioner, with A. J. Suggs as alternate.

Rev T. C. Stuart and D. McFarland were appointed a Com. to assess the churches to raise commissioner’s fund.

The committee on Foreign Missions reported, the report was accepted & approved.

The Trustees of the Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute reported; the report was ac​cepted and approved.

Rev. T. C. Stuart, Rev J. H. Gaillard, Mason G. Anderson, Richard Metts, Joseph Wiley, and Dr. Madison King were elected as
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Trustees for the P. F. C. I. to serve for three years.

The Com. appointed to audit the accounts of the Com. on domestic missions reported the accounts as correct; the report was accepted & approved.

Rev. O. F. Rogers, G. G. Reneau & J. R. Gilmer, asked & obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Adjourned ‘till 10 o’clock to morrow morning. 
Concluded by prayer.

The Com. on the narrative of the state of religion within our bounds reported. The report was accepted, adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

The Stated Clerk presented the statistical report from Pres. to Gen. Assembly which was accepted, adopted & ordered to be forwarded.

The Com. of assessment to raise commissioner’s fund reported; the report was accepted, adopted, and is as follows: Oxford $ 12. Zion $12. Ripley $12. Hopewell $10. Lebanon $10, Pontotoc $10. Harmony $10. Sarepta $5. Providence $5. Unity $4. Hebron $4. Gaston $4. Ebenezer $4. New Hope $6. New Albany $2. Walnut Creek $2. Tupelo $3. Monroe & Oak Forest $2. Tallahatchie $3.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet at Unity on the Thursday before the first Sabbath in Oct., 11 o’clock, a.m. Concluded with prayer and apostolic benediction.

T. P. Johnston, 

     Moderator.

A. J. Suggs, 

Tem. Clerk.

Wm A. Gray, 

     Stated Clerk.
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Unity [Church]

October 2nd 1862

Chickasaw Presbytery met according to adjournment, and a sermon was preached by Rev. F. Patton from Heb 4:11. After sermon the opening prayer was made by Rev. Wm A. Gray.

The Moderator being absent, Rev. O. F. Rogers was called to [the] chair. Rev. J. H. Gail​lard was chosen Moderator, & Rev. F. Patton, Temporary Clerk.

Ministers present. T. C. Stuart, Wm. A. Gray, J. H. Miller, F. Patton, O. F. Rogers, & J. H. Gaillard.

Elders present, G. G. Reneau from Pontotoc; D. M. Alexander, Lebanon; F. Boston, Unity; B. L. Frierson; Zion, [and] Robt. Reid, New Albany.

Ministers absent. J. B. Stafford, A. M. Mooney, W. A. Frierson, L. B. Gaston, R. Hen​der​son, J. A. Kimmons, and T. D. Witherspoon.

Churches not represented. Ripley, Walnut Creek, New Hope, Ebenezer, Bethany, Oxford, Hopewell, Sarepta, Oak Forest, Monroe, Hebron, Providence, Tallahatchie, Corinth, Gaston, & Tupelo.

   Presbytery took recess ‘till 3 o’clock.

After recess resumed business. 

Brother Stuart made reports in behalf of the Committees of Education & Domestic Mis​sions respectively, which reports were accepted & approved.

Rev. O. F. Rogers was nominated as clerical commissioner to our next Gen. Assembly, & Rev. J. H. Gaillard his alternate. B. L. Frierson ruling elder in Zion was nominated as lay commissioner, with G. G. Reneau ruling elder in Pontotoc, as his alternate.

Rev J. H. Miller & B. L. Frierson were appointed
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a committee on Minutes of Gen. Assembly.

Upon application leave was granted Mr R. W. Shive to labor in the churches of Monroe, Sarepta & Oak Forest, until the spring meeting of presbytery.

Rev. R. Henderson

A request from Rev. R. Henderson was prepared thru Bro Stuart for a letter of dismission, to join the Presbytery of Tombeckbee. The request was granted, and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish Bro. H. the necessary testimonials.

Joseph Wiley ruling elder from Harmony appeared in pres., and giving satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness, took his seat.

A call was made upon the churches for the payment of assessment for commissioner’s fund, and payments made in part.

Rev. Wm A. Gray & G. G. Reneau were appointed a committee to assess the churches, to raise the annual commissioner’s fund.

Adjourned to meet to morrow morning at 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday, Oct 3rd 1862

Pres. met according to adjournment and after spending half an hour in devotional exer​cises resumed business. Rev. L. B. Gaston & Rev. J. A. Kimmons appeared in pres & giving satisfactory reasons for tardiness took their seats.

Rev J. B. Stafford

The death of Rev. J. B. Stafford being announced, a committee consisting of Rev. T. C. Stuart, Wm A. Gray & J. Wiley was appointed to draft a suitable minute
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upon the subject.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons our commissioner to Assembly at Montgomery, made his report, which was heard & approved.

[Memorial to the Rev’d James Biggers Stafford]

The committee appointed to bring in a minute touching the death of Rev. J. B. Stafford made their report which was accepted & adopted, and is as follows.

Whereas it has pleased the Great Head of the Church, since our last meeting to remove from his labors on earth to his reward in Heaven, our beloved brother, the Rev James b. Stafford, senior member of this presbytery, therefore Resolved 1. That as a presbytery we bow in humble submission to the will of our heavenly Father whose ways are always right and just; and that we recognize in this dispensation, a solemn admonition to us to labor with our might in the service of our master, while the day lasts, realizing that the time may be near at hand when we shall be called to give an account of our stewardship. Resolved 2. That we feel it to be our duty & our privilege cordially to bear testimony to his excellence & worth in all the relations of life, as a Christian, a husband, a father, a master, and above all as an ambassador for Christ. Being an early settler in this country, then but recently obtained from the red man, he took an active part in the formation of churches, and preaching the gospel in destitute settlements. At the first organization
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of this presbytery he was a member, and afterward a regular attendant upon its sessions until disease & the infirmities of age so undermined his constitution as to render this impracticable. In the last years of his life he preached but seldom, spending his time in re​tirement and in preparation for the solemn scene thro’ which he has passed, & for which we doubt not he was well prepared. To all who knew Brother Stafford, it is almost need​less to say, he possessed in an eminent degree the ornament of a meek & quiet spirit. Humility was a prominent trait in his character, and the Master has said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Resolved, finally, That we cherish with feelings of veneration and respect the memory of our departed brother, and that a copy of these resolutions be published in the Southern Presbyterian.
 

T. C. Stuart, Chairman.

The committee on the minutes of Assembly, reporting that no copy could be found, was dis​charged. Pres took recess ‘till after divine service. After recess resumed business. The Stated Clerk presented the presbyterial report, to Synod which was accepted & adopted and is as follows. The Presbytery of Chickasaw would respectfully report to the Synod of Memphis that we consist of eleven ministers, have under our care one licentiate, two can​di​dates and twenty-one
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churches, that on the 18th day of April last we dismissed Rev T. P. Johnston to the Pres. of North Miss. That on ____________, Rev. J. B. Stafford was removed from his labors on earth to his rest in heaven; and that on the 3rd day of Oct. inst., we dismissed Rev R. Henderson to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee. Oct 3rd, 1862.

Hopewell was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of pres.

Rev. J. H. Miller asked presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relation between himself and the Church of Harmony. The delegate from said Church stated that the congregation was unwilling to interpose any obstacle to the dissolution of the pastoral relation. The request was granted & the church was declared vacant.
 Rev. J. H. Gaillard was directed to in​form the church of the action of presbytery.

The committee on assessment made the following report which was accepted & adopted. Oxford $7. Zion $7. Ripley $7. Hopewell $6. Lebanon $6. Pontotoc $6. Harmony $6. Sarepta $3. Providence $3. Unity $2. Hebron $2. Gaston $2. Ebenezer $2. New Hope $2. New Albany $2. Walnut Creek $2. Tupelo $2. Tallahatchie $2. Monroe $1. Oak Forest $1.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons, chairman of the Com on For. Miss. made a report in behalf of F Missions, which was accepted & approved.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons, having informed pres. that he was unprepared to preach the doc​trinal sermon was excused & his appointment con- 
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tinued. Presbytery adjourned to meet at College Hill at the call of the moderator, during the sessions of Synod. Closed with prayer and the apostolic benediction.

James H. Gaillard, Moderator

F. Patton, Temporary Clk.

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk
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Hopewell 

Thursday April 16th 1863

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and after a sermon by the Mod​erator, Rev. Jas. H. Gaillard, from Rom. 13:11, was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

Wm A. Gray





G. G. Reneau, Pontotoc

F. Patton





J. R. Gilmer, Lebanon

Jno. A. Kimmons




D. McFarland, Hopewell

Jas H. Gaillard

Ministers absent:




Churches not represented:

T. C. Stuart





Bethany, Zion, Harmony, New Al-

A. M. Mooney





bany, Hebron, Unity, Providence,

Wm V. Frierson




Oxford, Hew Hope, Sarepta, Ripley,

L. B. Gaston





Walnut Creek, Monroe, Ebenezer, 

J. H. Miller





Oak Forest, Gaston, Tupelo, &

O. F. Rogers





Corinth.

T. D. Witherspoon

Rev J. A. Kimmons was elected Moderator and Rev J. H. Gaillard Tem. Clerk.

Pres. took recess ‘till 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess resumed business.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.

The moderator, the pastor of Hopewell and the elder representing the Church, were ap​poin​ted a committee on devotional exercises.

The following committees were appointed
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to examine sessional records. On the records of Pontotoc, Rev F. Patton & D. McFarland; Lebanon, Wm. A. Gray & G. G. Reneau; Hopewell, J. H. Gaillard & G. G. Reneau.

It was made the order of the day for to-morrow morning 10 o’clock, to hold a free con​ver​sation on the state of religion within our bounds; and Rev Wm. A. Gray & elder G. G. Reneau were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative of the state of Religion, for the Gen. Assembly.

The deaths of Rev Wm V. Frierson & Rev J. H. Miller, members of this presbytery, being brought to its notice, Rev F. Patton & G. G. Reneau were appointed a committee to bring in a minute expressive of the feelings of pres. in view of its bereavement.

Adjourned’ till to morrow morning 9 o’clock. 
Closed with prayer.

Friday 9 o’clock a.m.

Pres. met pursuant to adjournment, & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The min​​utes of yesterday were read & approved. 

A letter was received from Rev A. M. Mooney assigning reasons for his absence from the present meeting, which reasons were sustained.

Mr. R. W. Shive, a licentiate under the care of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, presented a letter of dismission from that presbytery, and was
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taken under our care.

The sessional records of Sarepta were placed in the hands of W. A. Gray & J. K. Gilmer, as a committee for their examination.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, pres. held a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

H. W. Barry, elder from Tallahatchie Ch., appeared in pres. and giving satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness, took his seat.

Pres. took recess ‘till after divine service.

Afternoon 3 o’clock: resumed business. 

Lebanon was chosen as the place for the next regular meeting of pres.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, as principal, with Rev. O. F. Rogers as alternate, ere elected clerical commissioner, and A. H. C. H. Conkey, with G. G. Reneau as alternate, lay commis​sioner to the General Assembly.

The committees on the sessional records of Pontotoc, Hopewell, Lebanon, and Oak Forest reported, which reports were accepted & adopted.

Pres. adjourned ‘till 9 o’clock to [morrow] morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday, 9 o’clock a.m.

Pres. met, and spent half an hour in devotional exercises.

The committee appointed to bring in a minute touching the deaths of Brothers Frierson & Miller, presented the
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following report which was accepted and adopted. Whereas God in his mysterious providence, has since our last meeting, removed from the church below to that above, our highly esteemed, much lamented and beloved brethren, Wm V. Frierson and Jno H. Mil​ler; the former having fallen asleep in the arms of Jesus as a ripened sheaf ready for the garner; the latter having been ruthlessly murdered
 on the wayside, by one of the invader of our country: Therefore Resolved:

1st That in the death of Brother Frierson we mourn the loss of one of our most venerable, faithful self denying & successful ministers, whose praise is in all the churches, and who was endeared to us by many Christian excellencies, & the tender ties of fraternal love; 2nd That in the death of Brother Miller we mourn the loss of a noble hearted Christian gentle​man, a dear personal friend, a gifted minister of Christ, and a faithful coadjutor & coun​selor in our body; 3rd That while we grieve with unfeigned sorrow over the melan​choly exit of these brethren & regard it as a calamity to the Church to lose ministers so gifted, useful and beloved; as a sore bereavement to
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the families who are called to drink so bitter a cup of sorrow; and as an irreparable loss to us of dear fellow laborers, whose long-familiar forms and voices we painfully miss in our assembling together; yet we bow with profound awe & humble submission to the right​eous will of the Eternal King, “whose judgments are unsearchable, &c” and “who doeth all things well.” 4th That we receive this sorrowful breach upon our little band, as a mes​sage from God, whispering to the heart “Be ye also ready.” “Work while it is day, for the night cometh” Prepare to “give an account of thy stewardship.” 5th That we tender our heart​felt sympathies to the stricken families of the deceased. Our grief & our loss seem heavy, but cannot be as theirs. But as we know the many excellencies of the departed, we can well surmise how tenderly they were loved, how highly honored, & what inexpres​sible grief is felt by those to whom they stood in the endearing relation of husband and father. And we fervently pray that God may sustain them in the dark hour of sorrow, and be their God forever.
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Petitions were sent up to pres. from the congregations of Sarepta & Oak Forest asking for the ordination of Mr. R. W. Shive, which were considered: and presbytery resolved to hold an adjourned meeting at Sarepta, on the Thursday before the second Sabbath in June at 11 o’clock a.m. with a view to the examination and ordination of Mr. Shive, if the way be clear.  II Thess. 2:13 was assigned Mr. Shive as a theme for an ordination sermon.

   Pres. took recess’ till after divine service.

3 o’clock p.m.

Brothers Stuart & Rogers were appointed to preach each one Sabbath at Harmony and Zion, during Brother Gaillard’s absence to Assembly.

The Committee on the Narrative reported, which report was received and adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly. The Stated Clerk presented his statistical report for the Gen. Assembly, which was accepted, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded.
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The committee on Foreign Missions reported. The report was accepted & approved.

The Rev. O. F. Rogers was appointed to preach at the next stated meeting of presbytery, on the obligation of Christian parents, in reference to the religious training of their child​ren.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Sarepta on the Thursday before the 2nd Sabbath of June, at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with prayer, singing & the apostlolical benediction.

J. A. Kimmons,

     Moderator.

J. H. Gaillard,

Tem. Clerk.

Wm A. Gray,

     Stated Clerk.

[240]

The Presbytery of Chickasaw, failing to hold an adjourned meeting with a view to the ord​i​nation of Mr. R. W. Shive for want of a quorum, the Moderator, under the consti​tu​tional provisions called the presbytery to meet at Oak Forest on Thursday the 23rd July 1863.

July 23rd 1863

Chickasaw Presbytery met in compliance with the above call and was opened with a sermon by Rev. F. Patton from Matthew 22:29.

Ministers present. T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney & F. Patton. Ruling Elders O. Wiley from Hopewell & W. Newell from Oak Forest.

In the absence of the Moderator Rev. T. C. Stuart was chosen moderator pro. tem. and Rev. F. Patton Temporary Clerk.

Pres. took recess.

After recess resumed business. Candidate R. W. Shive preached his trial sermon from II Thess. 2:13 according to appointment which was sustained.

Pres. then adjourned until to morrow morning 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

July 24th.

Pres. met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Mr. Shive was then examined on Church Government, the Sacraments & Hebrew, which were all sustained. 

Pres then proceeded to ordain Mr. Shive to the full work of the Gospel Ministry, Sine Titulo, by
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proposing the constitutional questions, prayer and the laying on of hands. The Moderator delivered the charge to the brother ordained.

Pres. having finished the business for which it was called together adjourned by singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.

T. C. Stuart, 

     Moderator

F. Patton, 

     Tem. Clerk.

Lebanon

Oct 1st 1863

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator Rev. J. A. Kimmons from Ex 14: and last clause of 15th verse. Pres. was opened with prayer.

Ministers present. T. C. Stuart, A. M, Mooney, W. A. Gray, F. Patton, J. A. Kimmons and R. W. Shive. Elders—A. Bigger from Lebanon.*

Rev. A. M. Mooney was chosen Moderator & Rev. J. A. Kimmons Tem. Clerk.

Pres. took recess for half an hour. After recess resumed business.

Ministers absent from the present meeting. 

*L. B. Gaston, O. F. Rogers, J. H. Gaillard & T. D. Witherspoon. John Foster elder from Hopewell. 

Wm Spencer from Pontotoc and B. Godfrey from Hebron appeared in pres. and giving satisfactory reasons for tardiness took their seats.

Rev. F. Patton, A. Bigger and the Moderator were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.
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Sarepta was chosen as the place for the next regular meeting of presbytery.

Pres adjourned to meet to morrow 9 o’clock a.m.

Friday morning 9 o’clock.

Pres met & after spending half an hour in devotional exercises resumed business.

Rev. F. Patton was nominated as principal commissioner to the next Gen. Assembly with Rev J. A. Kimmons as alternate. R. S. Stewart was nominated principal lay commissioner with Jos. Wiley as alternate.

Rev W. A. Gray & J. Foster were appointed a committee to assess the churches to raise the commissioner’s funds.

The standing rule requiring pres. to meet on the Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April was suspended & Friday was substituted. 

Rev. F. Patton & A. Bigger were appointed a committee on supplies.

Pres. took recess ‘till after divine service.

Afternoon.

Pres. resumed business. The appointment to preach the doctrinal sermon was con​tin​ued. Rev F. Patton was appointed alternate, his subject, Truth.

The committee on assessment reported which report was received and adopted, as fol​lows. Oxford $20. Ripley $20. Zion $20. Hopewell $18. Lebanon $18. Pontotoc $18. Harmony $18. Sarepta $10. Providence $10. Unity $6. Hebron $6. Gaston $6. Ebenezer $6. New Hope $6. New Albany $6. Walnut Creek $6. Tupelo $6. Talahatchie $6. Monroe $3. Oak Forest $3.
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[Churches Inaccessible “In Consequence of Proximity to the Enemy”]

The report of the Committee on Supplies reported, which report was received and adop​ted, as follows. Whereas several of our churches are inaccessible in consequence of their proximity to the enemy,
 Therefore resolved that we recommend to each of the brethren to visit & preach to as many vacant churches as they can, in justice to their own con​gre​gations.
[Death of Candidate John C. Campbell]

[It] being brought to the notice of pres. [t]he death of our candidate John C. Campbell,
 Rev. T. C. Stuart & Rev. F. Patton were appointed a committee to bring in a suitable minute upon the subject. Pres. adjourned to meet in Sarepta on the Friday before the 3rd Sabbath in April next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.

A. M. Mooney, Moderator

J. A. Kimmons, Tem. Clerk.

Wm A. Gray

     Stated Clerk.
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Sarepta

April 15th 1864

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator Rev. A. M. Mooney from Rom 8: 1st clause of 35th verse. Pres. was con​stituted by prayer.

Present—T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, Wm A. Gray, F. Patton, O. F. Rogers, J. A. Kim​mons, A. H. Gaillard, and R. W. Shive. Elders present, O. H. Wiley, Hopewell; A. W. Grier, Sarepta; W. Newell, Oak Forest; D. M. Alexander, Lebanon.

Ministers absent. L. B. Gaston & T. D. Witherspoon.

Rev. F. Patton was chosen moderator, & J. A. Kimmons, Temporary Clerk.

       Pres. took recess for one hour.

Resumed business. R. W. Shive & A. W. Grier were appointed a committee on devo​tional exercises.

O. F. Rogers & A. W. Grier were appointed a committee on the narrative.

Rev. L. B. Gaston was elected commissioner to the General Assembly, and Rev. O. F. Rogers alternate, the nominees Rev. F. Patton & Rev. J. A. Kimmons declining. R. S. Stewart was elected lay commissioner, & Jos. Wiley alternate.

Zion was chosen as the next place of the meeting of pres.

The standing rule of pres. to meet on Thursday before the first Sabbath in Oct. and Thurs​day before the 3rd Sabbath in April, was
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changed to Friday 11 o’clock a.m.

Rev. T. C. Stuart and W. Newell were appointed a committee on the sessional records of Hopewell. Rev. J. H. Gaillard & O. H. Wiley, Sarepta. Rev R. W. Shive & A. W. Grier, Lebanon.

Eleven o’clock to morrow was appointed as the hour to hear the doctrinal sermon.

Pres. adjourned ‘till 8 o’clock to morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 o’clock

After spending half an hour in devotional exercises, resumed business. Minutes of the pre​​​ceding day were read & approved.

The committees on the sessional records of Hopewell, Sarepta, & Lebanon severally re​ported, recommending approval; these reports were accepted & adopted.

Presbytery, the hour of the day for that [indecipherable] having arrived, held a free con​versation on the state of religion within our bounds.

[Tupelo Church Dissolved]

The Church of Tupelo was dissolved and the members directed to connect themselves with the Zion Church.

Eleven o’clock a.m. The doctrinal sermon was preached by Rev. O. F. Rogers from Gen 8:17, 18, 19. Subject the duty of Christian parents in the religious training of their child​ren.

[Memorial to John C. Campbell]

Rev T. C. Stuart chairman of the committee ap-
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pointed to bring in a minute touching the death of Mr. John C. Campbell, a candidate for the ministry under our care, submitted the following paper which was accepted and adopted. The committee appointed to bring in a minute in reference to the death of Mr John C. Campbell, a candidate for the ministry formerly under our care beg leave to re​port the following. Whereas it hath pleased the great Head of the Church to remove from the cares and toils of the present life to his rest in Heaven, the subject of this brief notice, Therefore Resol​ved 1st That we recognize in this dispensation the hand of an all wise & holy Providence, who doeth all things well & according to his own holy purposes. 2nd That as a pres. we bow in humble submission to the divine will and feel admonished to pray with more earnestness that the Lord of the harvest may send forth more laborers into his vineyard. As regards the death of Bro. Campbell, your committee have obtained such information as enables them to state that he died in peace, and in full assurance of a happy immortality beyond the grave. After completing his college course at LaGrange, Tenn., he engaged in the business
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of teaching that he might realize the means to prosecute his theological studies at the seminary. At the commencement of our national troubles he felt it was his duty to lay aside his books for a time, and engage as a private soldier in the defense of his country’s rights. Altho, his health was feeble he joined Gen. Bragg’s army, participated in the mem​​​orable battle of Murfreesborough and passed thro’ its bloody scenes unhurt. How mysterious the providence which protected him amidst the storm of leaden hail to which he was exposed, and averted from him the shafts of death which flew thick around him, and yet permitted the insidious monster to effect a lodgment in his constitution. By expo​s​ures for days together, which preceded the terrible conflict, and the fatigue of the retreat which followed it, he contracted the disease which in nine days terminated both his temporal & spiritual warfare. We may say in truth he was as much a victim of this cruel war, as if he had fallen on the field of battle. But he is at rest. He is far away in those bright fields where the din of war, the clangor of arms, and the martial trump will no more salute his ears. To the bereaved, and still surviving partner of his joys & sor​rows, we would say, be still & know that the Lord reigns. And in behalf
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of his fatherless child, we would most devoutly pray, may your father’s God be your God. May you be the object of his special care in childhood & youth, in manhood & even down to old age. And may you richly share the blessings of that gospel which it was his desire and intention to preach; and when you come to die, may you be sustained by the same blessed hope which inspired his heart, & at last join him in those mansions where parting will be no more.

Pres took recess ‘till after divine service.

Resumed business.

The committee on the narrative reported: accepted & adopted.

Rev. F. Patton was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon at next meeting of pres. Subject Election & perseverance.

[Old School-New School Reunion Considered]

By resolution pres. signified to its commissioners its disapprobation of the plan of union between the O.S. & N. S. on the basis of the Committee of Conference.

Adjourned to meet at Zion on Friday before the 1st Sab. Oct, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, & Benediction.
F. Patton

     Moderator.

J. A. Kimmons, Temporary Clerk.

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Zion

Sept 30th 1864

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Mod​erator was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. A. Kimmons from mark 7:37. After ser​mon pres. was constituted by prayer.

Members Present

Ministers—T. C. Stuart, J. A. Kimmons, O. F. Rogers, J. H. Gaillard, & R. W. Shive. Ruling Elders—Wm Spencer, Pontotoc; Benj. Godfrey, Hebron; Jos. Wiley, Harmony; [and] Wm Horan, Zion.

Ministers absent. A. M. Mooney, Wm A. Gray, L. B. Gaston, F. Patton, and T. D. Wi​ther​​spoon.

Rev J. H. Gaillard was chosen Moderator and Rev J. A. Kimmons Tem. Clerk.

In the absence of the Stated Clerk, who has the docket, Rev T. C. Stuart & Wm Spencer were appointed a committee to make out a docket.

Pres took recess ‘till two o’clock.

2 o’clock

Pres. resumed business.

T. C. Stuart, O. F. Rogers & Wm Spencer were appointed a committee on the minutes of the Assembly.  

R. W. Shive, J. H. Gaillard, & Benj. Godfrey were appointed a committee to assess the churches.

J. A. Kimmons & Jos. Wiley were appointed a committee on supplies.

Pres. adjourned ‘till 9 o’clock to morrow morning. Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning

9 o’clock

Pres. met & spent ½ hour in devotion[al] exercises. 

Rev. F. Patten appeared in pres., gave reasons for tardiness and took his seat.  

Lebanon was chosen as the place of the next meeting, to be held on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath of April at 11 o’clk. a.m.

O. F. Rogers was nominated as clerical commissioner to the next Assembly and R. W. Shive his alternate. M. B. Park principal lay commissioner & Jos. Wiley his alternate.

The committee on supplies reported, which report was accepted & adopted and is as fol​lows. The committee on supplies would report, that they have taken into consideration all the vacant Churches and would recommend to pres that F. Patton spend two Sabbaths in Oxford; T. C. Stuart two Sabbaths at Monroe; R. W. Shive one Sabbath at Tallahat​chie; J. A. Kimmons, one Sabbath at Ebenezer and one at New Hope; and J. H. Gaillard one Sabbath at New Albany.

Rev. O. F. Rogers was granted leave of absence from the remaining sessions of pres.

The doctrinal sermon was preached by Rev. F. Patton from Isa 62:12.

Pres. took recess ‘till 2 ½ o’clock.

2 ½ o’clock

Resumed business.
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Rev. R. W. Shive was appointed to preach the next doctrinal sermon. Subject the final perseverance of the saints.

The committee of assessment reported which report was accepted & adopted, as follows. Zion $30. Harmony $30. Hopewell $30. Lebanon $30. Pontotoc $30. Sarepta $20. Oxford $20. Ripley $15. Walnut Creek $15. Oak Forest $10. new Albany $10. Monroe $5. Rogers $30. Kimmons $25. 

The committee on the Minutes of Assembly reported, report accepted & adopted.

Your committee recommend that the tax of $80 assessed by the Assembly upon the pres. be raised.

Pres. recommends to the churches in all her bounds, to observe at 3 o’clock every Sat​urday afternoon, as a time of special prayer for our country and our soldiers.

Pres adjourned to meet at Lebanon on the Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.

J. H. Gaillard, Moderator.

J. A. Kimmons, Tem. Clerk.

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Lebanon Ch.

April 15th, 1865

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev. R. W. Shive in the absence of the Moderator, from Gal 6:7.

Rev F. Patton, the moderator of the last spring meeting took the chair & called Presby​tery to order.

Present Rev. F. Patton & R. W. Shive. Ruling Elders, S. W. Newell, Oak Forest; Daniel McFarland, Hopewell; John P. Morrison, Lebanon.

In the absence of a quorum, pres. adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

April 14th
Pres met according to adjournment. Opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday. In the absence of a quorum pres. adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator.

At 2 o’clock the moderator called pres. to order. Present as before with the addition of Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, and A. H. Conkey, Ruling Elder from Pontotoc.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons was elected Moderator
and A. H. Conkey Temporary Clerk.

Oak Forest was selected as the place for the fall meeting of Pres. Time Friday before the 1st Sabbath of Oct 11 o’clock a.m.

[Presbytery Declines to Send General Assembly Commissioners]

Owing to the existing state of public affairs it was deemed inexpedient for this presbytery to send commissioners to the General Assembly at its ensuing meeting.
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The following resolution was passed (to wit): Resolved That the whole amount of contri​butions sent up by the several churches of this presbytery be forwarded to the Assembly, which is to meet at Macon, Ga., or in case they meet not, these funds shall be deposited with the Treasurer of the Assembly, to be disposed of in the following order (to wit): 1sst the Presbyterial tax due the Assembly to be paid out of the amount—2nd The remainder to be distributed among the several Boards as the Treasurer may deem proper.

Ten o’clock to morrow morning was appointed for holding a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

Adjourned to meet to morrow morning at 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning, April 15th
Pres met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday.

The committees appointed on the sessional records of Pontotoc, Sarepta, Lebanon, Oak Forest, & Hopewell churches made their reports, which were received and adopted.  

Brethren Shive & Morrison were appointed a committee on the narrative to Assembly. The hour having arrived for a free conversation on religion, Pres. entered upon the same.
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At 11 o’clock the doctrinal sermon was preached by Rev R, W. Shive from John 17:24.

Brethren Patton & Shive were appointed a committee on supplies: They reported the fol​lowing which was received and adopted (to wit), That Brother Gaillard preach one Sabbath at New Albany, Shive 1 Sab. at L. Bethel, Stuart 2 Sab. at Monroe, Kimmons 1 Sab. missionary labor. Gray 2 Sab. Ebenezer. The committee on the narrative made their report, which was received & adopted. The minutes of the meeting were read & appro​ved. 

Pres. adjourned to meet at Oak Forest on Friday before the 1st Sabbath of Oct. at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with prayer & apostolic benediction.








J. A. Kimmons, Moderator.

A. H. Conkey, Temporary Clerk.







Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk
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Oak Forest

Sept 29th 1865

11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with a ser​mon by the Moderator Rev. J. A. Kimmons from Esther 5:13. After sermon presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Minister[s] present




Elders present

A. M. Mooney





G. G. Reneau, Pontotoc

T. C. Stuart





Jas. Rogan, Ripley

Wm A. Gray





J. R. Gray, Harmony

O. F. Rogers





A. Braddock, Walnut Creek

J. A. Kimmons




O. H. Wiley, Hopewell

J. H. Gaillard





John Shive, Oak Forest

T. D. Witherspoon




J. N. White, Zion

R. W. Shive





J. N. Cameron, Monroe








H. N. Means, Sarepta








J. K. Gilmer, Lebanon

Absent

L. B. Gaston

F. Patton

T. D. Witherspoon was chosen Moderator and J. A. Kimmons, Tem. Clerk.

Presbytery took recess ‘till one o’clock.

After recess resumed business.

The minutes of the last stated meeting were read.

Rev. R. W. Shive & Elders John Shive & J. K. Gilmer were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

David Suttle elder from New Hope appeared in presbytery and gave reasons for tardiness and took his seat.
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[Witherspoon Dismissed to Memphis Presbytery]

Rev. T. D. Witherspoon
 asked for the dissolution of the pastoral relation between himself and the Oxford Church; the church concurring, the request was granted. Rev. F. Patton was directed to preach at Oxford and declare the Church vacant.

Rev. T. D. Witherspoon asked for a letter of dismission from this pres to join the Pres. of Memphis; his request was granted, and the Stated Clerk directed to furnish the usual testi​monials.

A letter of dismission of Rev. J. N. Waddel was presented from the Pres. of Memphis to join this pres. He was received and his name enrolled.

Rev. T. C. Stuart was appointed to preach the next doctrinal sermon; subject justification by faith.

Brethren J. H. Gaillard, O. F. Rogers & G. G. Reneau were appointed a committee on sup​plies.

Ripley was chosen as the place of the next stated meeting of Pres.

Adjourned’ till to morrow morning 9 o’clock. 
Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

9 o’clock

Presbytery met and after spending half an hour in devotional exercises resumed business.

[“The General Assembly in Southern States”]

A letter was received from the Stated and Permanent Clerks of the General Assembly in the

[258]

Southern States,
 calling for a meeting of said Assembly in Macon, Ga. On the 14th of Dec. ensuing. Rev. O. F. Rogers principal & Rev. R. W. Shive alternate were elected com​​missioners to said Assembly. And M. B. Park principal, and Jos. Wiley alternate, were elected lay commissioners.

Brethren Gray, Reneau & Suttle were appointed a committee to assess the churches to raise commissioner’s funds.

The committee on supplies reported which report was received and adopted as follows. Kimmons will supply New Albany one Sabbath assisted by Shive. Gaston, New Hope, Ebenezer & Bethany one Sabbath each. Patton Tallahatchie one Sabbath and Gaillard one Sabbath at Unity. 

Pres. took recess ‘till after divine service.

Resumed business. R. Bolton, G. G. Reneau, T. C. Stuart, C. B. Coffin, Joseph Wiley, Dr. M. King, W. W. Leland, Dr. J. M. Dozier & M. G. Anderson were elected trustees of the Pontotoc Collegiate Institute, the first three in the list to serve for one year, the second three for two years, and the third three for three years.

The committee to raise commissioner’s funds reported, the report was received & adop​ted as follows. Zion $5. Harmony $5. Hopewell $5. Lebanon 5. Pontotoc $5. Sarepta $3. Oxford $5.
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Ripley $5. Walnut Creek $3. Oak Forest $2. New Albany $2. Monroe $2. Unity $5. Providence $5. New Hope $5. Ebenezer $5. Gaston $2. Hebron $3. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Ripley on Friday before the 3rd Sabbath of April 1866 at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer and apostolic benediction.

T. D. Witherspoon, Moderator.

J. A. Kimmons, Temporary Clerk.


Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk
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Ripley, April 13th 1866

11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Moder​ator, was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. A. Kimmons, form I Tim 3:15; after which presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Ministers present




Elders present

Wm A. Gray





James Rogan, Ripley

L. B. Gaston





R. S. Stewart, Hopewell

F. Patton





Frederick Boston, Unity

O. F. Rogers





P. Martin, Walnut Creek

J. A. Kimmons




G. G. Reneau, Pontotoc

J. H. Gaillard





A. J. Biggers, New Hope

R. W. Shive

Ministers absent

T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, & J. N. Waddel, D.D.

Rev. L. B. Gaston was chosen moderator, & Rev. J. H. Gaillard Temporary Clerk.

    Pres. took recess’ till 2 o’clock.

Resumed business. The minutes of the last stated meeting were read. 

Brethren Gaston & Patton gave reasons for absence from last meeting, which were sus​tained.

The pastor & elder representing the Church in pres., were appointed a committee on de​vo​tional exercises.

A letter was received from Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D. suggesting to pres. the propriety of pre​senting an opportunity to all the vacant churches in our bounds to contribute to the wants of the various Boards of
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the Church, which was referred to the Committee on Education.

The following committees were appointed standing committees of Pres.

Publication: Rev. A. H. Gaillard, Rev. T. C. Stuart and G. G. Reneau.

Domestic Missions: Rev. W. A. Gray, Rev. A. F. Rogers & James Rogan.

Foreign Missions: Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Rev R. W. Shive and R. S. Stuart.

Education: Rev J. N. Waddel, D.D., Rev. F. Patton and H. A. Barr.

It was ordered that the churches send up to presbytery their statistical reports, & sessional records for examination, at our fall sessions, as our General Assembly meets immediately thereafter.

The report of our Commissioner to the last Gen. Assembly was heard & approved.

The Board of Trustees of the Female Collegiate Institute at Pontotoc made their report, which was received and referred to a committee consisting of Rev J. A. Kimmons, Rev. F. Patton & R. S. Stewart.

Rev. R. W. Shive was nominated clerical commissioner to the Gen. Assembly, with Rev. F. Patton alternate. James Rogan lay commissioner, and G. G. Reneau alternate.

New Hope was chosen as the place of next meeting of Presbytery, and the standing rule as to time of meeting was suspended so as to meet on the Saturday before the second Sabbath of October.
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Presbytery adjourned ‘till 8 o’clock to morrow morning. 
Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 o’clock

Pres. met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. 

G. G. Reneau & Philip Martin were appointed a committee to assess the churches to raise commissioner’s fund.

Brethren Gray & Kimmons were appointed a committee on supplies.

[Pontotoc Female Institute Reorganized After Being Spared in the Ravages of War]

The Com. on the report of the Trustees of P. F. C. Institute was received, and adopted, and is as follows. Your committee would respectfully report, that they have carefully ex​am​ined the report of the Trustees of the P. F. C. Institute; and are gratified to learn that God in his kind providence has preserved the buildings without material injury during the ravages & devastations of the war, through which we have been called to pass, a building whose foundations were laid in prayer, and whose walls were reared in faith, and which has proved so great a blessing to the church, and so beneficial to the country. Your com​mittee rejoice to know that the institution is free from all encumbrances—and all that is necessary for her prosperity is an efficient principal, with the blessing of God. And to this end, your committee would earnestly recommend the pres. to authorize the Board of Trustees to enter into immediate negotiations with Mr A. H. Conkey—the former prin​ci​pal—a man in every respect suited to the position—a man whom we have tried,
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and whose interests are identified with our interests—who presided over all her interests, and who has proved himself worthy of the confidence of this Pres. and her earnest & hearty cooperation—and in the opinion of your committee, no man can be obtained who will be more likely to build up a first class institution than A. H. Conkey. Your com​mittee would further recommend, in order that the Board of Trustees may be more efficient, in the great & important work committed to them, that Rev. R. W. Shive, Mr J. R. Dickson, J. N. Cameron be added to their number; and that they open the institution as soon as practicable—and that they assure Mr. Conkey of the earnest & hearty cooperation of this Presbytery.

The committee on assessment submitted the following report which was received & adop​ted. Zion $4. Harmony $4. Hopewell $4. Lebanon $4. Pontotoc $4. Oxford $4. Ripley $4. Unity $4. New Hope $4. Providence $4. Sarepta $2.50. Hebron $2.50. Walnut Creek $2.50. Ebenezer $2.50. Oak Forest $1.50. New Albany $1.50. Monroe $1.50. Gaston $1.50. Bethany $1.50.

The committee on supplies reported, the report was rec’d & adopted, and is as follows. 

Unity—Gaillard, Kimmons & Rogers one Sabbath.

New Albany—Gray & Gaillard 1 Sabbath.

Tallahatchie—Patton & Shive 1 Sabbath.

Rev T. C. Stuart assigned reasons of ab-
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sence thro’ Col. G. G. Reneau, which were sustained.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon before pres. at its next meet​ing. Subject Justification by Faith. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet at New Hope on Saturday before the 2nd Sabbath in October next, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.

L. B. Gaston

     Mod.

J. H. Gaillard, Tem. Clerk.

Wm A. Gray

     Stated Clerk.
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New Hope

Oct 13th 1866

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. L. B. Gaston, from II Cor. 6:11, 12, 13. After sermon pres. was constituted by prayer.

Ministers


Present


Elders

Wm a. Gray


J. Rogan


Ripley

L. B. Gaston


Wm R. Walker

Walnut Creek

J. A. Kimmons

J. Lusk



New Hope

J. H. Gaillard


W. D. Paden


Bethany





Jno. Campbell


Ebenezer





W. M. Pickens


Lebanon





F. Boston


Unity





J. M. Simpson


New Albany

Ministers absent. A. M. Mooney, T. C. Stuart, J. N. Waddel, D.D., F. Patton, O. F. Rogers & R. W. Shive. 

Churches not represented. Oxford, Hopewell, Sarepta, Oak Forest, Pontotoc, Zion, Har​mony, Providence, Hebron, Tallahatchie, [and] Corinth.

Rev. Wm A. Gray was chosen Moderator & Rev. J. A. Kimmons Tem. Clerk. 

Rev. Monroe Moses of the C. Pres. Church
 was invited to sit as a corresponding mem​ber.

   Pres. took recess for one hour.

Resumed business. The Minutes of the last meeting were read. 
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Brethren Gaston & Lusk were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

The Rev. R. W. Shive was elected commissioner to the Gen. Assembly & Rev. F. Patton his alternate. James Rogan was elected lay commissioner with G. G. Reneau as alter​nate.

The following committees were appointed on sessional records.

Unity—Gaillard & Pickens.

Ripley—Gaillard & Pickens.

New Hope—Kimmons & Campbell.

Bethany—Gaillard & Simpson.

Zion—Gaston & Simpson.

Harmony—Kimmons & Walker.

Three o’clock to morrow was appointed the hour for hearing the doctrinal sermon.

Rev L. B. Gaston was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon at next meeting of pres. Subject: Infant Baptism.

Brethren Gaillard & Paden were appointed a committee on supplies.

Monday 10 o’clock a.m. was appointed as the hour for holding a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds, and Brethren Kimmons & Rogan were appointed a committee on the narrative.

The following overture was presented from Zion Ch. The session of Zion Church respect​fully overture pres. as to what course
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should be taken by the session in reference to those members, who apparently without good cause, habitually absenting themselves from the church with which they are con​nected? Which overture was submitted to Com. consisting of Gaston & Simpson to bring in an answer.

Rev. T. C. Stuart gave reasons, thro’ Bro. Gaillard, for absence from the present meeting which were sustained.

Pres. adjourned to meet Monday morning 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

[Monday morning]

Pres met and after spending half an hour in devotional exercises resumed business. The minutes of Saturday were read & approved. 

Rev. O. F. Rogers appeared in pres. & giving satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat.

Unity was chosen for the next place of meeting of presbytery.

The committee on supplies reported which report was received, adopted & is as follows. 

Brethren Gaston & Kimmons one Sabbath each at New Albany.

Patton—one Sabbath at Tallahatchie.

The committees on the sessional records of Ripley, Unity, New Hope, Zion, Bethany & Harmony Churches severally 
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reported, recommending approval, with specific exceptions, which reports were received and adopted.

Messrs. J. M. Barr and J. N. Cameron were appointed to the Board of Trustees of the Pon​totoc F. C. Institute.

Bro. Gaillard at his own request, was granted permission to labor, part of his time, out​side of the congregation of Zion, with their consent.

The committee on the overture from Zion reported which report was received and adop​ted as follows. The session should visit either in a body, or by commission, such absent​ing members, and ascertain their reasons for such delinquency, & if the reasons assigned be not satisfactory, they should be dealt with as disorderly.

The committee on the narrative to the General Assembly presented their report which was received, adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly.

It was resolved that it be made the duty of each minister of this presbytery, at an early day, to read the 3rd section of the 22nd Chapter of our Form of Government,
 in each church of their charge, with appropriate comment.

Presbytery adjourned with singing, prayer & apostolic benediction to meet at Unity on the Friday before the 3rd Sabbath
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in April next, at 11 o’clock a.m.

Wm A. Gray, Moderator

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clk.

John A. Kimmons, Temporary Clerk

Examined and approved in Synod at Florence, Ala. October 20th 1866.

L. B. Gaston

     Moderator
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Unity Church

April 19th 1867

Chickasaw Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev Wm A. Gray, from Rom 12:1. After sermon presbytery was constitu​ted with prayer. 

Present

Ministers





Elders

L. B. Gaston





A. H. Conkey, Pontotoc

Wm A. Gray





James Rogan, Ripley

F. Patton





W. Marion, Unity

O. F. Rogers





J. R. Gray, Harmony

J. A. Kimmons




J. D. Anderson, Zion

J. H. Gaillard

Absent. T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, J. N. Waddel, D.D., R. W. Shive.

Rev. O. F. Rogers was chosen moderator, & Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Temporary Clerk.

Pres. took recess for one hour.

After recess resumed business.

Minutes of last stated meeting were read.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & W. Marion were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

[Books for the Use of Presbytery]

The committee on publication reported. The report was received & approved, & It was directed that the money in the hands of the Committee of Publication be expended in pur​chasing books for the use of pres.

[Rev. J. D. West]

Rev. J. D. West
 presented a letter of dismission from the Pres. of Tombeckbee and after examination was received as a member
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of Presbytery. 

Reasons for absence from the present sessions of Presbytery were [received] severally from J. N. Waddel, D.D., Rev. T. C. Stuart & Rev. A. M. Mooney which were sustained.

A letter from Rev. R. W. Shive was read asking a letter of dismission to the Pres. of Ark​an​saw [sic]; his request was granted and the Stated [Clerk] directed to furnish him his testi​monials.

Commissioners to the Gen. Assembly at Memphis, reported; reports heard & approved.

Rev. F. Patton was nominated as clerical commissioner to the next Gen Assembly with Rev. Wm A. Gray alternate.  G. G. Reneau lay commissioner with J. R. Gray alternate.

Brethren Gaston, Gaillard & Anderson were appointed a committee on assessment.

Brethren appointed at last meeting as supplies were called on to report.

One o’clock to morrow was appointed as the hour for hearing reports of ministers & elders on the state of the churches.

Brethren Gaston, Gray & Patton were appointed a committee on Theological Education.

Sabbath afternoon 2 o’clock was appointed as the hour for hearing the doctrinal sermon.
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Brethren Gaillard, West & Rogan were appointed a committee on supplies.

Pontotoc was chosen as the place of the next meeting of pres.

Bro. W. A. Gray was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon at the next meeting of pres. Subject: God’s Sovereignty.

The standing rule requiring the pres. to meet on Friday before the 3rd Sab. of April & the 1st Sab. of Oct. was so changed as to require these meetings on Thursday preceding said Sabbaths.

Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning 8 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 o’clock

After spending half an hour in devotional exercises: pres. resumed business.

The committee on supplies reported: the report was received & adopted, and is as fol​lows.

West, two Sabbaths at Monroe; Patton, two Sabbaths at Tallahatchie; Kimmons, two Sab​baths at Bethany.

[Presbytery Boundaries]

The Stated Clerk of this pres. was ordered to correspond with the Pres. of Tombeckbee in relation to the transfer of a portion of their territory lying contiguous to us.

The committee on assessment reported. The report was received & adopted as follows: 
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Bethany $1. New Hope $4. Monroe $1. Zion $5. Ripley $5. Ebenezer $3. Oxford $5. Hopewell $5. Corinth $2. Lebanon $3. Sarepta $2. Pontotoc $5. Harmony $4. New Albany $2. Gaston $1. Hebron $1. Unity $4. Walnut Creek $3. Oak Forest $1. Tallahatchie $1. Providence $4.

A. P. Boyd elder from Providence appeared in pres. and rendering reasons for tardiness took his seat.

The committee on Theological Education reported which was considered, amended and is as follows.

[“A Theological Seminary for the South West”]

Resolved 1st That we entertain the desire to have a Theological Seminary for the South West, to be amply & adequately endowed—but not proposing interference with the exist​ence or interests of any other Institution of the kind in the South.

Resolved 2nd That we through the Presbyterian Index submit the question of its expedi​ency & practicality to the consideration of all other presbyteries in the South West, which may feel interested therein with a view to prepare the way for future action.

Resolved 3rd That the Stated Clerk be instructed to forward this communication to the Presbyterian Index.
 Pres. took recess ‘till after Divine Service.
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After service Pres. resumed business.

The business appointed as the hour of the day was taken up & ministers & elders were called on to given an account of the state of their churches.

The following resolutions were adopted by Pres. Resolved 1st That in view of the meager & insufficient support given to those having the spiritual supervision of God’s children, we as a Pres. enjoin upon all the churches within, the imperative necessity of more stren​uous efforts on their part to come up to the support of the ministry. Resolved 2nd That in order to a more effectual accomplishment of this end, we most urgently recommend the adoption of the system of monthly or quarterly payments, that our ministers may be re​lieved from all pecuniary embarrassments & be enabled to devote their time & talent without distraction to the great mission to which they are called.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Pontotoc on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in Oct. at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, & benediction.

O. F. Rogers

     Moderator 

J. A. Kimmons, Tem. Clerk. 

Wm A. Gray

     Stated Clerk
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Pontotoc

Oct 3rd 1867

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met & was opened with a sermon by the Moderator Rev. O. F. Rogers, from Mark 16:15, 16. After sermon pres. was opened with prayer.

Present Ministers—T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, W. A. Gray, F. Patton, O. F. Rogers, [and] J. D. West. 

Present—Wm Horan, ruling Elder from Zion; James Rogan, Ripley; P. H. McCutchen, Oxford; J. M. Dozier, Harmony; Wm Spencer, Pontotoc; S. W. Newell, Oak Forest; G. N. Wheeler, Sarepta; J. M. Blake, Walnut Creek; S. T. Means, Hebron; Josiah Davis, Ebenezer; Robert Reid, New Albany; F. Boston, Unity; M. B, Park, Providence; [and] S. W. Wardlaw, Tallahatchie.

Pres. took recess ‘till 2 ½ o’clock.

Resumed business. Rev. F. Patton was chosen Moderator & Rev. O. F. Rogers Tem. Clerk. The minutes of the last stated session were read.

Rev. J. D. West & Wm Spencer were appointed a committee on devotional exercises. The following committees were appointed on sessional records. On records of Hopewell—Gray & Dozier. Harmony & Providence, Gaillard & Rogan. Zion & Talla​hat​chie, Stuart & Spencer. Unity & New Albany, West & Newell. Lebanon & Sarepta, Mooney & Park. Hebron, Stuart & Wardlaw.
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Rev. W. A. Gray not being prepared to preach the doctrinal sermon, according to ap​point​ment, was directed to discharge that duty at the next meeting of pres.

The brethren appointed at the last meeting as supplies all reported compliance.

11 o’clock to morrow was appointed as the hour to hold a free conversation on the state of religion in our bounds; & Rev J. D. West and R. S. Stewart were appointed a com​mittee to prepare the narrative to the Assembly.

Rev F. Patton was elected commissioner to the Gen. Assembly, to meet in Nashville, with Rev. Wm A. Gray as alternate. G. G. Reneau ruling [elder] in Pontotoc was elected lay commissioner, with J. R. Gray of Harmony, his alternate.

Pres. adjourned to meet to morrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock. 

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

It was resolved that clerks of sessions be required to read the minutes of their sessions before that judicatory for approval before recording them in the session book.

J. N. Cameron from Monroe Church appeared & took his seat.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Pres held a free conversation on the state of religion in our bounds.

[277]

Rev. J. H. Gaillard appeared in pres. & giving reasons for tardiness took his seat.

Pres took recess ‘till 2 ½ o’clock.

2 ½ o’clock pres. resumed business.

Rev J. A. Kimmons & R. S. Stewart were appointed a committee on supplies.

[Candidates for “the Ministry of Reconciliation”]

Mr J. F. Boston & Mr J. K. P. Newton
 were introduced to presbytery, and after being examined as to their motives for desiring to enter the ministry of reconciliation,
 were taken under the care of Pres., as beneficiary candidates for the ministry.

The committee of Education was so altered as to make Rev F. Patton chairman of said Com. in stead of Rev J. N. Waddel, D.D., Dr Waddel’s connexion with the University rendering his attendance upon the meetings of Pres. somewhat irregular.

The committee on supplies reported. The report was received & adopted & is as follows. Gaston & Kimmons one Sabbath each at Bethany. Stuart & West one Sabbath at Monroe. That Gray & Gaillard visit Rienzi in order to ascertain the feasibility of organizing a church in that place, & Gaston & Kimmons visit Iuka for the same purpose.

Hopewell was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.
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Brethren Patton, Mooney, Newell & Park had leave of absence from the remaining ses​sions of Pres.

[Proposed Book of Church Order]

The following preamble & resolution were adopted in reference to the new Book of Order. Whereas many of our members have not seen the new Book of Church Order, nor read the discussions that have appeared in the papers of our church relative to it, and Whereas we feel that there are changes proposed which call for deep & careful consider​ation, Therefore be it resolved That while we are disposed to approve certain features of the new Book, and consider them decided improvements, we deem it inexpedient to adopt it as a whole.

It was enjoined upon the churches in our bounds in addition to the regular contributions to be made to the Assembly’s Board in behalf of the cause of Education, to take up a special collection in behalf of those young man [sic] who are under the care of this Pres​bytery as beneficiaries.

Pres. adjourned to meet to morrow morning 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning 

9 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment and spent half an hour in devotional exercises.
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A letter was received from Rev L. B. Gaston assigning reasons for absence from the pres​ent sessions of Pres. which were sustained.

The several committees on the records of Tallahatchie, Zion, Providence, Hopewell, Pon​totoc, Sarepta, Harmony, Lebanon, Hebron, New Albany, [and] Unity Churches, sub​mitted reports recommending approval, with specific exceptions; these reports were re​ceived & adopted.

It was recommended that the church sessions send to next meeting of Pres. as far as prac​ticable the same delegate now present, as they are presumed to be more familiar with con​siderations connected with the subject of the new Book of Order.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Hopewell Church Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

F. Patton, Moderator.

O. F. Rogers, Tem. Clerk.

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Examined and approved in Synod at Trenton, Tenn. 

October 11th 1867.

Henry H. Paine, Mod.
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Hopewell Church

April 16th 1868

Presbytery of Chickasaw met & was opened with a sermon by Rev. L. B. Gaston, from Rom 8:16. The presbytery was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

Present

Ministers





Elders

L. B. Gaston





J. L. Kendall, Oxford

J. N. Waddel, D.D.




H. W. Barry, Tallahatchie

F. Patton





J. P. Morrison, Lebanon

J. H. Gaillard





D. McFarland, Hopewell

J. D. West





J. N. White, Zion








Dr. R. S. Stewart, Tupelo

Rev. J. N. Waddell, D.D. was elected Moderator and Rev. J. D. West, Temporary Clerk.

The following committees were appointed on sessional records.

J. D. West & H. W. Barry, Ebenezer & Hopewell.

J. H. Gaillard & R. S. Stewart, Oxford & Corinth.

F. Patton & J. L. Kendall, Monroe.

L. B. Gaston & J. N. White, Tupelo.

L. B. Gaston & D. McFarland, Pontotoc.

F. Patton & H. W. Barry, Harmony.

J. H. Gaillard & J. L. Kendall, Lebanon.

Rev. F. Patton & D. McFarland were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

Rev. L. B. Gaston, J. D. West and J. L. Kendall were appointed a committee on the Min​utes of the Gen. Assembly.

Rev. J. D. West & D. McFarland were appointed a committee on Statistical Report.
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Monroe was chosen as the place for holding the next stated meeting of Pres.

Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., was elected as clerical commissioner to the Gen. Assembly with Rev. L. B. Gaston as his alternate; A. D. Anderson of Zion lay commissioner, with Donald Street of Ebenezer, alternate.

Pres. adjourned to meet to morrow morning 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer

Friday morning

9 o’clock

Pres met & was opened with prayer. P. F. Witherspoon from Pontotoc appeared in Pres. & giving satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat.

The committees on the sessional records of Tupelo, Corinth, Zion, Oxford, Pontotoc, and Ebenezer reported; reports were received & approved.

The committee on supplies reported; the report was received & adopted & is as follows. J. H. Gaillard, one Sabbath each at Unity & Providence. J. A. Kimmons one Sabbath at Saltillo.

The Com. on assessment made the following report, which was received & adopted. Pontotoc $8.50. Ripley $9.50. Walnut Creek $2.50. Corinth $5.50. New Hope $8.50. Ebenezer $4.50. Bethany $4.50. Gaston $3.50. Sarepta $6.50. Talla​hat​chie $3.50. Zion $11.50. Unity $3.50. Providence $5.50. Tupelo $3.50. Harmony $7.50. New Albany $5.50. Monroe $2.50. Oak Forest $3.50.
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Lebanon $7.50. Hopewell $7.50. Oxford $11.50.

It was made the first order of the day after recess to morrow to hold a free conversation on the state of religion, within our bounds.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & P. F. Witherspoon were appointed a committee on the narrative.

Rev. J. N. Waddel, Rev. F. Patton, & P. F. Witherspoon were appointed a committee to express the sense of pres. on the subject of church control over educational institutions.

Pres. endorsed an informal application of J. N. Waddel, to the Com. of Sustentation, in behalf of a deceased minister’s family, in destitute circumstances.

Rev. L. B. Gaston, Rev. J. H. Gaillard & R. S. Stewart, were appointed a Com. to [pre​pare] for the Gen. Assembly a report on evangelistic labors in our bounds.

Adjourned to meet to morrow morning at 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning 

9 o’clock

Pres met. The Moderator not being present, Rev. L. B. Gaston was called to the chair. Opened with prayer. Minutes of the preceding meetings were read & approved.

The Committees on the Records of Harmony & Lebanon reported, which reports were received & approved.
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The chairman of the Committee of Publication made a verbal report which was heard & approved.

The supplies appointed at our last meeting were reported fulfilled.

The Com. appointed to visit Iuka to see if the way was clear to organize a church there, re​ported non compliance, assigning reasons which were sustained.

The committee appointed to visit Rienzi for a like purpose, reported the way not clear; the report was received & adopted.

A letter from the Church at Tupelo to the Assembly’s Com. of Sustentation, asking aid to build a house of worship, was presented to pres., which was endorsed & ordered to be sent up to Com. of Sustentation.

The Moderator appeared & took his seat. The Com. on Education reported, the report was received & adopted.

A season was now devoted to devotional exercises. 

Pres took recess ‘till after Divine Service.

Resumed business.

Leave of absence was granted A. P. Morrison from the remaining sessions of Pres.

A free conversation on the state of religion in our bounds was held as ordered on yester​day.

The Com. appointed to prepare a report
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for the Gen. Assembly on evangelistic work in the bounds of the presbytery, presented their report, which was accepted & adopted.

The Com. appointed to express the sense of this presbytery on church control over liter​ary institutions reported; the report was received & adopted.

It was recommended to the sessions of the churches in this Pres. to take up their general collections according to the plan recommended by the Gen. Assembly, at the meeting in Memphis.

The statistical report was read, accepted & adopted.

The following members of Pres. were appointed visitors to attend the last term exami​na​tion, at the Pres. Fem. Col. Institute, Pontotoc, Miss., June 19th 1868. Rev. L. B. Gaston, Rev. F. Patton, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, P. F. Witherspoon, & R. Stewart.

Leave of absence was granted to H. W. Barry, & J. L. Kendall, from the remaining ses​sions of Pres.

The Com. on the narrative presented their report, which was received & adopted.

Pres. took recess ‘till after divine service.

Resumed business.

Rev. F. Patton overtured Pres. to dissolve the pastoral relationship, existing between him and Lebanon Church, which overture
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was accepted, and it was ordered that the Church be cited to appear at the next meeting of Pres. and show cause, if there be any, why such relationship be not dissolved.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Monroe on the Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in Oct. at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.

J. N. Waddel, 

     Mod.

J. D. West,

     Temporary Clerk.

Wm A. Gray, 

     Stated Clerk.
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Monroe Chh.

Oct. 1st 1868

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon, by Rev. F. Patton from Hebrews 4:11.

Rev. J. D. West was elected Moderator, and Rev. J. A. Kimmons Temporary clerk.

Present

Ministers





Elders

A. M. Mooney





John Foster, Hopewell

Wm A. Gray





J. K. Gilmer, Lebanon

F. Patton





A. J. Suggs, Ripley

J. A. Kimmons




J. R. Dickson, Tupelo

J. H. Gaillard





Joseph Wiley, Harmony

J. D. West





H. N. Means, Sarepta








S. W. Wardlaw, Tallahatchie








J. N. White, Zion








S. W. Newell, Oak Forest

Ministers absent: T. C. Stuart, J. N. Waddel, D.D., L. B. Gaston & O. F. Rogers.

Churches not represented. Bethany, Hebron, New Hope, Ebenezer, Corinth, Gaston, Unity, Providence, Walnut Creek, New Albany, Monroe.

        Pres. took recess ‘till 2 o’clock p.m.

2 o’clock

Resumed business. The minutes of the last stated meeting were read.

Rev. J. D. West & S. W. Newell were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

Rev. Wm A. Gray, Rev. F. Patton & H. N. Means were appointed a special Committee on Sustentation.
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The Presbyterian Com. on Publication reported. The report was received and approved.

Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., was nominated as clerical commissioners to General Ass. with Rev. J. D. West as alternate. Joseph Wiley of Harmony was nominated lay commissioner, with John Foster, of Hopewell, as alternate.

The report of Rev. J. N. Waddel, commissioner to the Gen. Assembly, was presented and approved.

Surplus commissioner’s funds, now on hand were ordered to be paid to J. K. P. Newton, candidate under our care.

A letter from Rev. J. N. Waddel was received, assigning reasons for absence from our present sessions, which were sustained.

Rev. F. Patton, A. J. Suggs, & J. K. Gilmer were appointed a committee on the Assem​bly’s Minutes.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons was appointed to preach the next doctrinal sermon. Subject, nature & extent of the atonement.

Supplies appointed at our last meeting reported compliance.

P. H. McCutchen, elder from Oxford, appeared in pres. & rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained.  

Rev J. H. Gaillard, Jos. Wiley, & P. H. McCutchen were appointed a committee on sup​plies.

 [288]

Pres. adjourned to meet to morrow morning, 9 o’clock.

Friday morning

9 o’clock

Presbytery met and spent ½ hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

[“Our Presbyterian Zion”]

The special Committee on Sustentation reported. The report was received, & is as fol​lows. The special Com. on Sustentation would respectfully report, That they have had under consideration the matter submitted to them & beg leave to present the following. Whereas, the Gen. Assembly of our beloved chh. has adopted a policy new to us, in the conduct of domestic missionary operations, similar to that of the Scotch Free Chh., in​tended to sustain & build up her weak churches, and to preach the gospel in destitute places, with a view to new organizations, & the extension of the borders of our Pres​[byterian] Zion,
 Therefore Resolved 1st That we hail with great satisfaction & joy, the premise of the coming of a brighter day, & greater degrees of prosperity, than have ever been known to our beloved church. Resolved 2nd That we embrace most cordially the opportunity thus afforded us, of rebuilding our waste places, & of planting the standard of Presbyterianism in all our bounds. Resolved 3rd That it be enjoined on all
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our ministers and churches to enter promptly & rigorously upon the duties & labors con​nected with the Sustentation scheme of our Gen. Assembly now to be inaugurated & that we adopt measures to enlist the full pecuniary strength of all our churches, as pre​viously recommended by both our Pres. & Gen. Assembly. Resolved 4th That the ministers of our Pres., if they can be sustained, address themselves fully & wholly to the great work, pastoral & evangelistic, to which they have been called of God, & to which they have been set apart by the laying on of the hands of Pres., leaving the serving of tables to others. Resolved 5th. That we will, with the aid of the Gen. Assembly’s committee, en​deavor to employ, & keep in our immediate field, some brother as an evangelist, whose time & strength shall be wholly employed in evangelistic labors, to be expended in our churches & destitutions. 

The preamble & the 1st & 2nd resolutions of the foregoing report were adopted.

        Pres. took recess ‘till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock

Resumed business. The 3rd, 4th, & 5th resolutions of the report under consideration were adopted. Whereupon the report was then adopted as a whole.

The committee on supplies reported, the
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report was received & adopted as follows: 

Gaston & Rogers, one Sabbath at Hebron

J. H. Gaillard, two Sabbaths at Unity.

J. H. Gaillard, O. F. Rogers, 2 Sabbaths at Providence.

J. A. Kimmons, one Sab. at Tupelo.

J. D. West, one Sab. each at Zion, & New Albany.

Pres. adjourned ‘till 9 o’clk. To morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

9 o’clock

Pres. met & spent ½ hour in devotional exercises.

The pastoral relation between Rev F. Patton & Lebanon Chh., upon application of Bro Patton, the church concurring, was dissolved.

Ebenezer was chosen as the place of the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

The committee of visitors to the Collegiate Institute at Pontotoc made their report, which was approved.

Brethren Mooney, Gray & Kimmons, gave reasons for absence from the last stated meet​ing, which were sustained.

The Com. of Education reported; report received & approved.

The Com. on Foreign Missions reported. The report was received & approved.

Pres. took recess ‘till 1 ½ o’clock.

Resumed business. 

James Rogers, elder from Pontotoc, appeared in Pres., gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.
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The Committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly reported; the report was accepted & adopted, & is as follows. Resolved: That all our ministers preach, before the next meet​ing of pres. upon the subject of parents dedicating their sons, to the work of the gospel min​istry: and the duty of contributing to the support of our young men preparing for the ministry. Resolved: That it be enjoined upon all our churches to take up a col​lection for disabled ministers, & the indigent families of deceased ministers.

The Rev. Mr. Bonner, of the Methodist Ep. Chh.
 being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

It was ordered that all our ministers read before their churches, the preamble & reso​lutions of this pres. on the subject of sustentation, with appropriate explanations.

Bro. Gaillard having asked pres. to appoint a commission, to visit New Albany, with a view to examine into a report, wide spread and of long standing, prejudicial to the Christ​ian standing of one of the only two elders of that church: Said request was granted, & Mr. P. F. Witherspoon, elder, from Pontotoc, and Joseph Wiley, Harmony to act in con​junc​tion with Bro. Gaillard, in the proposed investigation.

The following paper was offered. In view of the regulations of the Assembly upon sus​tentation, Be it resolved That the deacons of each congregation within our bounds, or elders detailed as deacons, be required to ascertain the exact pecuniary strength of their several congregations, and report to chairman of the presbyterial Committee of Susten​tation, by the middle of Dec. 1868. Pending discussion, the further consideration of the subject was deferred, ‘till the adjourned meeting, during the sessions of Synod in Oxford. 

Pres. resolved to postpone the consideration of Assembly’s injunction, touching the mini​mum salary of our ministers, ‘till our adjourned meeting in Oxford.

[Continued Discussion of Presbytery Boundary]

The Stated Clerk of Pres. in accordance with instructions (vide Minutes April 1867) wrote to the Stated Clerk of Tombeckbee Presbytery Pres. in relation to Presbyterial bound​aries.

The Tombeckbee, declined ceding the portion of territory, at present, asked for, by us.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & P. H. McCutchen were appointed a comm., to assess commis​sioner’s fund.

Pres. adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator in Oxford, during the sessions of the Synod of Memphis. Closed with prayer, & apostolic benediction.

J. D. West  Moderator.

J. A. Kimmons, Temporary Clerk

Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Oxford, Oct 29th 1868

Pres. of Chickasaw met at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer. Minis​ters present—Jno. N. Waddel, D.D., F. Patton, J. H. Gaillard & J. D. West. Elders present—P. H. McCutchen, Oxford; J. R. Gray, Harmony; H. N. Means, Sarepta.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was appointed Temporary Clk.

The overture sent down from the Gen. Assembly to presbyteries, in reference to changing that part of our Book of Government, which regulates the representation of the churches in presbytery, was laid over ‘till next meeting of presbytery.

The subject of employing an evangelist to labor in our bounds, was also laid over ‘till the next meeting of presbytery.

Presbytery proceeded to consider the subject of ascertaining the best plan of arriving at the pecuniary ability of the churches under our care, which expect to apply to Assembly’s Com. of Sustentation, for aid in supporting their ministers, when, after a short inter​loc​u​tory meeting, the following preamble & resolution were adopted. Whereas by the action of the Gen. Assembly on sustentation, it becomes necessary for our Com. of Domestic Mis​sions, to report the pecuniary ability of the churches applying for aid from that Com., and Whereas, it becomes necessary to have some reliable data, by which 
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the chairman of the Com. of D. Mission, can base a true report, Therefore be it Resolved, 1st That the Dea​cons & Elders of each church (expecting to apply for aid) be required to make the investigation necessary to bring before Presbytery the necessary education. Resolved 2nd That the minister of each congregation, which desires to apply for aid, & the supply sent to each vacant church, when he visits that church, be required to superintend the investi​gation, necessary to secure these items of information. Resolved 3rd That the minister thus moderating & superintending the financial Com. be & is hereby required to forward the result of their investigation, to the Chairman of the Presbyterial Com. of D. Missions, at Ripley, Miss., by or before the middle of Dec. 1868.

The committee on assessment for Commissioner’s Fund & Assembly’s Tax, reported. Report was received and adopted, and is as follows. Pontotoc $4. Harmony $4. Zion $4. Ripley $4. Oxford $4. Hopewell $4. Walnut Creek $2.50. New Hope $4. Corinth $3. Ebenezer $2. Bethany $2. Gaston $2. Hebron $3. Tupelo $2. New Albany $3. Tallahatchie $2. Providence $3. Unity $3. Lebanon $3. Sarepta $3. Oak Forest $2. Monroe $1.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Ebenezer, on Thurs. before the 3rd Sabbath of April next, 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.

    J. D. West, Moderator

J. H. Gaillard Tem. Clk.

Wm A. Gray Stated Clk.
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Ebenezer

April 15th 1869

11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator Rev. J. D. West Col. ____ & Tim 3:15, last clause. Presbytery, after sermon was constituted by prayer.

Ministers present. Wm A. Gray, O. F. Rogers, J. A. Kimmons, J. H. Gaillard & J. D. West.

Elders present. James Rogan, Ripley; M. B. Park, Providence; W. D. Peden, Bethany; J. M. Simpson, New Albany; G. G. Reneau, Pontotoc; D. Street, Ebenezer; F. Boston, Unity; D. Settle, New Hope.

Ministers absent. T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, L. B. Gaston, J. N. Waddel, F. Patton, Thos. Morrison, W. H. Mitchell, Alexander Penland; J. L. Harris, B. N. Sawtell, H. G. Williams.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was chosen moderator, & Rev. J. A. Kimmons Temporary Clerk.

         Pres. took recess for one hour.

Resumed business. 

The minutes of the last stated meeting were read.

Brethren O. F. Rogers & d. Street were appointed a committee on devotional exercises. 

Committees on Sessional Records

Rev. J. D. West & M. B. Park were appointed a committee on the records of Tupelo. Rev. J. A. Kimmons & J. Rogan on the records of Ebenezer. Rev. O. F. Rogers & D. Street on records of New Hope. Rev. W. A. Gay & D. Settle, Unity; W. A. Gray & W. D. Peden, Pontotoc; Rev. J. D. West & F. Boston, New Albany; Rev. O. F. Rogers & G. G. Reneau, Bethany.
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At the request of Tupelo Church Pres. granted them permission to employ Rev. D. A. Todd for the balance of the year.

Rev. D. A. Todd of the Pres. of Bethel being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

A call from Pontotoc for the pastoral services of Rev. D. D. West—the call was place in the hands of Brother West.

Pres. adjourned ‘till 8 ½ o’clock to morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning 

8 ½ o’clock

Pres. met and after having spent half an hour in devotional exercises, proceeded to busi​ness. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Dr. J. M. Dozier, ruling elder from Harmony, appeared in pres. & rendering reasons for tardiness took his seat. 

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & J. Rogan were appointed a Com. on the sessional records of Har​mony.

Free conversation on the state of religion was appointed for 2 o’clock this afternoon.

Com. On Narrative

Rev. J. A. Kimmons Rev. O. F. Rogers & Dr. J. M. Dozier were appointed a committee on the narrative to Assembly.

Doctrinal Sermon

Rev. H. H. Mitchell, D.D., was appointed to preach the doctrinal sermon at our next stated meeting of pres. Subject, Foreknowledge of God, considering especially the ques​tion upon what is the foreknowledge of God, as used in our standards predicated?
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The committees on the sessional record of Bethany, New Hope, Pontotoc, Tupelo, Unity, New Albany, Harmony & Ebenezer severally reported, recommending approval. The reports were received & approved.

Brethren appointed as supplies at our last meeting, reported compliance.

B. L. Frierson, ruling elder from Zion, appeared in pres., gave reasons for tardiness, & took his seat.

P. F. C. Institute

The following persons were appointed members of the Board of Trustees of the Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute (viz): G. G. Reneau, H. W. Leland, J. Wiley, R. Bolton, Sam​uel Barr, Wm. Lawrence, J. N. Cameron, & Rev. F. Patton.

[Presbytery of Tuscumbia Merged with Chickasaw Presbytery]

By action of the Synod of Memphis at its last meeting the Presbytery of Tuscumbia
 being merged into Chickasaw Pres., then appeared on the floor of Pres. Rev. B. N. Saw​tell,
 T. T. Rowland, ruling elder from Tuscumbia, & E. A. McCrary, ruling elder from Union Springs, who severally giving reasons for tardiness took their seats as mem​bers of pres. 

A letter was received from Rev. F. Patton giving reasons for non attendance upon our present sessions, which were sustained.

Reasons from Rev. Thomas Morrow,
 by letter for non attendance upon our present ses​sions were laid before pres. which were sustained.

Pres. took recess ‘till after divine service.

Resumed business.
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[E. O. Frierson Called to Courtland and Union Springs]

Rev. E. O. Frierson
 presented a letter of dismission from harmony Presbytery; the letter was received, and after the usual examination, he was admitted as a member of presbytery. A call from Courtland & Union Springs Churches for the pastoral services of Rev. E. O. Frierson was laid before presbytery, was received, and place in Brother Frierson’s hands.

[J. D. West Called to Pontotoc]

Rev. J. D. West signified his acceptance of the call from Pontotoc Church. Brethren J. H. Gaillard & J. A. Kimmons were appointed a committee to install Brother West. Bro Kim​mons to preach the sermon and deliver the charge to the people, & Brother Gaillard to deliver the charge to the pastor.

The hour having arrived, presbytery heard the conversation upon the state of religion with​in our bounds.

The following committees were appointed on sessional records. Rev. B. N. Sawtell & T. T. Roland, on sessional records of Union Springs. E. O. Frierson & B. L. Frierson on the records of Corinth, & E. O. Frierson & E. A. McCrary on the sessional records of Tus​cumbia. 

Tuscumbia was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Rev. F. Patton, Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, J. Wiley, Dr. J. M. Dozier & B. L. Frierson were appointed a visiting committee, to attend the annual examination of P. F. C. Institute.
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Rev E. O. Frierson signifying his acceptance of the call from Courtland & Union Springs,
 the following brethren were appointed to perform the installation services. Rev. H. W. Mitchell to preach the sermon, & charge the people; & Rev. B. N. Sawtell to deliver the charge to the pastor, with Rev. J. Morrow & Rev. A. Penland
 their alternates.

H. D. Peden had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of pres.

Pres adjourned ‘till 8 ½ o’clock to morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met, & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. L. B. Gaston applied by letter for a dismission to join the Pres. of New Orleans. His request was granted, & the clerk directed to furnish Bro. Gaston his credentials. Brethren Sawtell, West, McCrary & Rogan were appointed a committee on supplies.

The coms. on sessional records of Union Springs, Corinth, Tuscumbia & Zion respect​ively reported, recommending approval. The reports were received and approved.

Bro. Gray tendered his resignation as chairman of the committee of Sustentation; his res​ignation was accepted, and Rev. J. D. West
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was appointed chairman of said committee. 

Fev. O. F. Rogers & James Rogan tendered their resignation as members of the same committee; these resignations were accepted, & Rev. B. N. Sawtell & T. T. Roland were appointed in their places respectively.

A verbal report from the committee of publication was received as information.

Rev E. O. Frierson, was appointed to take the place of T. C. Stuart, now disabled from active labors, because of the infirmities of age, on Com [of] Publication. 

Rev. H. H. Mitchell, D.D., was appointed to fill the place on the Committee of Foreign Mis​sions, of Rev. R. W. Shive, removed without our bounds.

The committee on supplies reported; the report was received & adopted, as follows.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons

one Sabbath at 
Gaston.

   “   Wm A. Gray

  “
“       “

Tallahatchie

   “   Patton & West

  “
“       “  
Sarepta

   “   Gaillard


  “        “       “

Oak Forest

   “   Patton & West

  “        “       “

Pittsboro

   “   E. O. Frierson

  “    
“       “

Moulton

   “   Rev H. H. Mitchell
  “
“       “

Decatur

   “   B. N. Sawtell

  “        “       “

Corinth

   “   E. O. Frierson

  “
“       “

Palmira

   “   B. N. Sawtell

  “
“       “

Iuka

The annual reports of ministers and elders were made.

T. T. Rowland, G. G. Reneau, B. L. Frierson, M. B. Park, F. Boston, J. M. Dozier, J. A. Kimmons, & J. D. West had leave of absence from remaining sessions of Presbytery.
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Rev. Mr. McMahon, of the C. P. Church, being present was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member. Vide note of adjournment.

[This note entered in the margin:] Pre resolved to hold an adjourned [meeting] in Ponto​toc, June  the 5th at 11 o’clock a.m. 1869.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons preached before presbytery as per previous appointment, a sermon on the subject of the Christian atonement.

Presbytery answered the Overture sent down from the Assembly asking whether Sec 4, Ch. X be stricken out; answered in the affirmative.

Rev. E. O. Frierson was directed to preach at our next stated meeting, on the subject of ministerial duty, in an entire consecration to their work. And Rev. F. Patton, on the duty of churches to sustain their pastors. 

The Stated Clerk presented statistical report
 to the Assembly, which was received, accep​ted and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Tuscumbia on Thursday before the first Sabbath in Oct. at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

J. H. Gaillard, 

      Moderator

J. A. Kimmons, 

      Temporary Clerk

Wm A. Gray 

 





    Stated Clerk
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Pontotoc

June 5th 1869

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, & was opened with prayer.

Ministers present, F. Patton, J. H. Gaillard, [and] J. D. West. Elders present. S. W. New​ell, Oak Forest; & G. G. Reneau, Pontotoc.

Rev. D. A. Todd
 presented a dismission from the Presbytery of Bethel, to this Presby​tery, and after the usual examination, was received as a member of Presbytery.

Rev. D. A. Todd presented a dismission from the Presbytery of Bethel to this Presbytery, and after the usual examination, was received as a member of Presbytery.

Rev. T. D. West was installed pastor of Pontotoc Church, as per previous order, Rev J. A. Kimmons preaching the sermon, proposing the constitutional questions & delivering the charge to the pastor, & the Rev J. H. Gaillard delivering the charge to the people.

Presbytery recommended to the Committee of Sustentation, to make application to the Central Committee, for $50 for Rev. A. M. Mooney, from the fund for disabled ministers.

Closed with prayer.

J. H. Gaillard

     Moderator.

A. H. Kimmons

Temporary Clerk.

Wm. A. Gray

      Stated Clerk.
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Tuscumbia, Ala.

September 30th 1869

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Mod​erator was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. D. West, the last moderator present, from Mark 16:15. Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Ruling Elders

Wm A. Gray





J. R. Gray, Harmony

O. F. Rogers





J. Rogers, Pontotoc

J. A. Kimmons




A. J. Biggers, New Hope

E. O. Frierson





J. R. Savage, Bethany

J. D. West





B. M. Faris, Corinth

D. A. Todd





L. B. Thornton, Tuscumbia








LeRoy Houston, Palmyra

Rev. E. O. Frierson was chosen Moderator, and B. M. Faris (Ruling Elder) Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery took recess ‘till 3 o’clock.

3 o’clock p.m.

The minutes of the last stated meeting were read. 

J. G. Morrow ruling elder from Somerville Church appeared in pres. and rendering rea​sons for tardiness, took his seat.

Rev. B. N. Sawtell, & L. B. Thornton were appointed a committee on devotional exer​cises.

F. M. Howell, a graduate of the Miss. University,
 was introduced to Presbytery as a can​d​i​​date for the gospel ministry, and after satisfactory examination, as to his personal piety, & motives for seeking the gospel ministry, and received under care of Presbytery.
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Mr. J. F. Boston, a beneficiary under the care of presbytery, having made known to pres. that he had been mistaken as to his call to the ministry, his name was dropped from the roll of candidates.

A letter was read from Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., stating reasons for absence from the present sessions of pres. which were sustained.

It was ordered that the chairmen of the Committees of Sustentation, Ed., Pub., and F. M. call on the different churches for reports of the amounts contributed by them, to these respective objects, during the year.

Commissioners Nominated

Rev. J. D. West was nominated clerical commissioner to the next Gen. Assembly, with E. O. Frierson alternate. L. B. Thornton was nominated principal lay commissioner, with B. M. Faris alternate. 

The preaching of the sermon by Bro. Frierson on the duties of ministers, was made the order of the day for Saturday 11 o’clock a.m. 

Tupelo was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Pres.

A letter from Mr. R. O. B. Morrow, candidate under care of pres. for the ministry, was received asking for assistance, in prosecuting his studies. Referred to the Committee of Education thro’ Rev. Dr. Waddel, the Stated Clerk to inform Dr. Waddel of the same.
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[Presbytery Boundaries]

A letter was read from Oxford Church, requesting pres. to unite in a request, to be pre​sented to Synod, to change the western line of presbytery, as [to] place Oxford
 in the Presbytery of North Miss. Presbytery unanimously refused to unite in such memorial, and the Stated Clerk was directed to write to these brethren, explaining the reasons for such refusal.

Rev. Wm A. Gray, Rev D. A. Todd, & Rev. O. F. Rogers were appointed a committee on the Minutes of Gen. Assembly.

Pres. adjourned to meet to morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

9 o’clock

Pres. met, and after spending half an hour in devotional exercises, proceeded to business.

B. L. Frierson, elder from Zion Church, appeared in Pres. & rendering reasons for tardi​ness, which were sustained, took his seat.

Rev. A. Penland appeared in Pres., and rendering reasons for tardiness, which were sus​tained, took his seat.

Reasons for non attendance upon our present sessions, were severally presented, by Rev. T. Morrow, & Rev. J. H. Gaillard, which were sustained.

Rev. J. D. West, B. L. Frierson & B. M. Faris, were appointed a committee on supplies, to vacant churches.

The Com. on Sustentation reported, the report was received & adopted, as follows.
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Your Committee of Sustentation respectfully report, That during the six months from the last meeting of Pres. $300.00 have been received on application for the erection of houses of worship (viz, $150.00 Bethany, and $150.00 for Monroe, which has not yet been called for).

As per recommendation of Pres. application was made in behalf of Rev. A. M. Mooney for $50.00 but no reply has been received from Central Committee.

Application was made for aid in repairing the Courtland Church, the Central Com. reply​ing that it was impossible for them to do any thing at present.

Soon after last meeting of Pres. a communication was received from Bro. Morrow, to the effect that he would be unable to do the work of evangelist, as imposed upon him without pecuniary aid beyond what the com promised--$350.00. Application was made at once for at least $300.00 in Oct., when the 2nd installment was due Bro. Morrow. Answer was made that nothing could be done for the want of means, and that the rules of the Com. would not allow them to make any appropriation above the $300.00, unless we make a special case.

J. D. West, Chairm. Comm.

Rev J. A. Kimmons, Rev A. Penland, & B. L. Frierson, were appointed a committee on assessment to raise commissioner’s fund.
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Leave was granted the Corinth Church to employ Rev. J. A. Todd for one fourth of his time, till next stated meeting, of Pres.

Leave was granted Rev. J. N. Blackburn, of North Ala. Pres., to labor within our bounds for the next six months.

     Pres. took recess ‘till 3 o’clock. 

Three o’clock 

Resumed business. Rev W. H. Mitchell, D.D., appeared in Pres. and rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained; took his seat.

Rev. F. Patton was appointed to preach the next doctrinal sermon, subject: What is Justi​fication? & In what does it differ from sanctification?

The vote choosing Tupelo was reconsidered, and Zion
 chosen in its stead as the place for the next stated meeting of Pres.

The standing rule, determining the time of the meeting of Pres. was so changed, as to re​quire Pres. to meet on Friday, instead of Thursday.

[Lay Exhorters]

The following preamble & resolutions were adopted. Whereas there are many portions of our territory that are entirely destitute of the labors & instructions of the ministers of our church, and Whereas, in consequence of such destitution, several of our feeble churches are threatened with entire disorganization, and we as a denomination are in danger of losing some of the ground once occupied: and Whereas the Gen. Assembly, at its last meeting in Mobile author-
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ized the presbyteries to select persons of suitable gifts & qualifications from among the members of our churches, & license them as exhorters, to visit & hold meetings in vacant churches, and missionary districts—and whereas such persons can be so authorized & sent forth, without conferring upon them any of the special functions of the ministry, but only as licensed exhorters, who under the blessing of god may be the means of doing great good, and saving our feeble churches from extinction. Resolved therefore 1st That the Presbytery of Chickasaw proceed to take some steps towards securing the labors of some of our gifted Elders, to become licensed exhorters within our bounds. 2nd That it be the duty of such lay exhorters, to hold meetings in vacant churches and missionary dist​ricts, and in the absence of pastors, to read & expound the scriptures, to pray for and with the people—establish & encourage Sabbath schools,
 and do whatever else in prudence and discretion, they may think proper, without infringing upon the peculiar prerogatives of the ordained ministry. 3rd That Pres. shall have the rights to examine into the qualifi​cations of such lay exhorters for this work, and to recall their license, whenever it has suf​ficient reason to believe that their labors are not profitable & for the good of the church.

Rev Wm A. Gray, E. O. Frierson, J. H. Gaillard & L.
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B. Thornton were appointed a Standing Committee to search out, & report to Pres. from time to time, the names of such elders, as may in their judgment, be deemed suitable persons to be licensed as exhorters, under the above resolutions.

Rev. J. D. West was appointed to preach at the next stated meeting of Pres. upon: The Church—Its Nature & Laws.

The following committees were appointed to ascertain the number of vacant churches within bounds of Pres., and the amount that they in the estimation of the Committees, are able to pay for the support of evangelistic labors among them (to wit): For the eastern por​​tion of Pres. (Old Tuscumbia) Revs W. H. Mitchell and A. Penland, with Elder L. Houston. For the western portion (Old Chickasaw Pres.) Rev. J. A. Kimmons with Elders James Rogers and B. L. Frierson.

Presbytery adjourned to meet to morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 









Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

9 o’clock

Pres met, and after devotional exercises, proceeded to business.

Rev. Mr. Brown, of the Baptist Church being present, was invited to sit as a corres​pond​ing member.

A. J. Suggs, Ruling Elder from Ripley appeared in pres, & rendering reasons for tardi​ness, which were sustained, to his seat.
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[New Hope Church]

A call having been laid before Pres. from New Hope Church, for the pastoral services of Rev. J. A. Kimmons, for one half of his time, was placed in his hands, & he signifying his acceptance of the call: Saturday before the 3rd Sabbath Nov., was appointed for his in​stall​ation. Rev. J. H. Gaillard to preach the sermon, propose the constitutional questions, & deliver the charge to the pastor; & Rev, D. A. Todd to deliver the charge to the people.

The Com. on Minutes reported; the report was accepted & adopted, & is as follows. Your committee would respectfully report that they find on page 397 of Minutes of Assembly, that it is required, that churches send up to spring meeting of Pres. full reports from Sab​bath schools, from which a report to Gen Assembly may be compiled.

On page 382, complaint is made of delinquency on the part of many presbyteries, of which Chickasaw is one, in sending to the Assembly reports upon the subject of System​atic Benevolence. On page 383, it is enjoined, that during the current year, every minister preach a sermon upon the subject of F. Missions. On page 388, we are reminded that the last Thursday in Feb. is to be observed as a day of prayer for our youth, & in thanks- giving for God’s blessing in leading so many of our young men to consecrate themselves to the work of the ministry.
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On page 393, Pres. is to hold responsible each church under its care for its neglect in con​tributing to the cause of Sustentation. On same page 393, the Assembly exhorts every Pres. to call the attention of churches, to the importance of providing manses for their pastors. On page 396 it is recommended to all our churches to take up a collection annually, on the first Sab. of July, for disabled ministers, &c.

The Com. appointed to assess the churches, to raise commissioner’s fund reported; report accepted & adopted as follows: Tupelo $3. Pontotoc $6. Ripley $7. Oxford 6. Gaston $1. Oak Forest $1. Corinth $2. Hopewell $5. Bethany $1. Lebanon $4. New Hope $4. Walnut Creek $3. Ebenezer $4. Providence $3. Zion $7. Unity $2. New Albany $2. Harmony $5. Monroe $1. Somerville $2. Fairview $2. Florence $8. Tuscumbia $8. Palmyra $1. Courtland $8. Union Springs $1. Sarepta $1. Tallahatchie $1. Hebron $3. Ebenezer m. d. $3.

A. J. Suggs obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Rev E. O. Frierson preached the Presbyterian sermon, Devotion of Ministers to their Work, subject. 

       Pres had recess ‘till 3 o’clock.

3 o’clock

Resumed business. 

The Com. on Supplies to vacant churches reported. The report which was accepted & adopted is as follows. Bro Rogers preach one Sabbath at Gaston, Gaillard 1 Sab. Gaston. Kimmons 1 Sab. Oak Forest. West & Patton 1 Sab. Sarepta. West & Patton 1 Sab. Pittsboro. Gray 2 Sab. Tallahatchie. Todd 1 Sab. Ozark. 1 Sab.
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Iuka. Penland 1 Sab. Somerville. 1 Sab Fairview. 1 Sab. Decatur. Sawtell 1 Sab. Palmyra 1 Sab. Iuka. Frierson 1 Sab. Palmyra & 1 Sab. Somerville. Mitchell 1 Sab. Decatur, Blackburn 1 Sab. Decatur.

The committees appointed on vacant churches in our bounds, reported the following, which was accepted & adopted. We suppose our vacancies might be able to contribute for the support of the gospel, respectively, as follows. Gaston $50. Tallahatchie $100. Oak Forest $100. Sarepta $250. Decatur $50. Somerville $75. Fairview $100. Moulton $50. Ebenezer $100. Palmyra $70. Guntersville $10.

The Stated Clerk presented the following, as Presbyterial report to Synod, which was adopted. The Pres. of Chickasaw would respectfully report to Synod of Memphis, tht it consists of 16 members, that it has under its care 3 churches & 3 candidates. That we re​ceived on the 16th of April the Rev. E. O. Frierson, from the Pres. of Harmony, & have in​stalled him as pastor of Courtland & Union Springs Churches. That on the 16th of April, we dismissed Rev. LeRoy B. Gaston to the Pres. of New Orleans. That on the 5th day of June we received Rev D. A. Todd from the Pres. of Bethel, & that we have installed Rev J. D. West, as pastor of Pontotoc Church.

Sabbath Schools

The following preamble & resolutions were on motion received & adopted (to wit): Whereas the subject of Sabbath Schools in their relation to the Church & parental in​struc​tion,
 is
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now occupying the attention of the Church—on account of its importance & interest. Therefore—Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed to report on this subject at the next meeting of Presbytery. Resolved further, that the ministers of this Pres. urge upon their congregations the great importance of catechetical instruction of the children in their families.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Rev. D. A. Todd, & B. N. Faris were appointed to draw up the report on Sabbath schools required by the above resolution.

Rev. J. D. West & L. B. Thornton were appointed a committee to write a letter to Rev. Thomas Morrow, expressing the sympathy of Pres. in reference to his trials & afflictions, & make known to him the reason of their action in regard to an evangelist.

Rev B. N. Sawtelle was requested to write to Rev. J. L. Harris repeating what had been previously written to him, in making known the action of Tuscumbia Pres. in reference to him at its last meeting.

Pres adjourned to meet at Zion Church on Friday before the 3rd Sabbath in April 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer, singing & benediction.

E. O. Frierson, 

     Moderator.

B. M. Faris, 

Tem. Clerk.

Wm A. Gray, 

     Stated Clerk.
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Examined and approved in Synod of Memphis

At Water Valley, Miss., Oct 14, 1869

D. H. Cummins, 

      Mod.

Pres. of Chickasaw met by order of Synod, in the Pres. Ch., Water Valley, Oct. 15th 1869, and was opened by prayer. Present Ministers, J. N. Waddel, D.D., Wm. H. Mitchell, D.D., Wm A. Gray, F. Patton, J. H. Gaillard, D. A. Todd, J. D. West, E. O. Frierson, B. N. Sawtell. Elders J. N. White, Zion. John Foster, Hopewell, D. H. McCutchen, Oxford, E. A. McCrary, Union  Springs, J. Rogan, Ripley, R. S. Stewart, Tupelo. H. N. Means, Sarepta. 

Mr. Samuel W. Newell was introduced to Pres., a member of Hopewell Ch. with a view to his being taken under the care of Pres. as a candidate, on probation, for the ministry. Mr. Newell was examined on experimental religion, and as to his motives for seeking the gospel ministry. His examination being satisfactory on these points, he was taken under the care of pres, & directed to pursue his studies under Mr. H. H. Kimmons. 

Pres. adjourned. Closed with prayer.








E. O. Frierson, Mod.

Standing Rules

of the

Chickasaw Presbytery

1.

That the General Rules for Judicatories appended to the Book of Discipline, be the rules for this Presbytery.

2.

That a Sermon be preached on the doctrines of the Bible at each Stated Session in alpha​betical arrangement.

3.

That no person be elected to any office in this Presbytery without having been previously nominated.

4.

That the Statistical Reports of the Church Sessions, be handed to the Stated Clerk on the 2nd day of the Spring Sessions of Presbytery.

5.

That each member of Presbytery pay the Stated Clerk of Presbytery annually at the Spring Session, fifty cents for incidental expenses. Rescinded.

6.

That our Spring Sessions be held hereafter on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April. [now Friday]

7.

That nominations for Commissioners to Gen’l Assembly be made at the Fall Sessions & assessments then made.

8.

That the Fall Sessions of Presbytery be held on Thursday before the first Sabbath in Oct​o​ber—now Friday.

[9.]

Standing Committee of Examination—for Candidates

On English Literature—Johnson, Gray and Reid

  “  Languages       
   Dod, Waddell, Stuart, McKinney, and Enloe

  “  Mathematics             Young, Frierson, Gaston, and Patton

  “  Ecclesiastical His.     Stafford, Gray, Waddel, Gaston

  “  Theology

    Johnson, Weatherby, & Gaston

Remodeled Page 64.

10.

That nominations for Commissioners to the Gen’l Assembly be made at the Fall Session & assessments be made.  Rescinded.

11.

In calling & making out the roll, the list of Churches, shall be called, the Elders repre​sent​ing Churches shall be enrolled, and the Churches not represented shall be recorded. (See page 60.)

11 [sic]

At our Spring Meeting reports will be called for from all our Ministers and Churches as to the observance of the duty to contribute regular to the objects of Christian Benevolence recognized by the Gen’l Assembly in the organization of the Boards of the Church; and to such other institutions as they may deem meet, and the same shall be appended to the usual annual report to thee Gen. Assy. (See page 65)

12.

Church sessions under the care of this Presbytery are required to exact a report from the delegates to Presbytery—and whatever concerns the Church shall be recorded in their Session books. (Page 76)

13.

Spring Meeting of Presbytery, reports from Churches, on the observance of ministerial sup​port are called for. See Page 31.

Standing Committee   on the Examination of Applicants—Page 184.

     Do.
          Do.
on Domestic Missions


         63

     Do.
          Do.
on Education



           6

     Do.
          Do.
on Colportage



       100

     Do.
          Do.
on Foreign Missions


         54

14.

Half an hour to be spent in devotional exercises in devotional exercises each morning upon the opening of Pres. (page 183.)

� Corinth Church (the name was changed to Byhalia in 1875), was originally located three miles northwest of the present town of Byhalia. Robert Milton Winter, Shadow of a Mighty Rock: A Social and Cultural History of Presbyter�ianism in Marshall County, Mississippi (Franklin, Tenn.: Providence House, 1997): 137-38.


� Lewis served only briefly. His death was reported at the April 1852 stated meeting of Presbytery.


� The phrase “according to rule” was clerk’s shorthand for actions in accordance with the procedures pre�scribed in the Form of Government.


� This congregation was dissolved September 30, 1854 and the members transferred to Willington. How�ever, on October 5, 1859 the church was reorganized, and in 1867 the Willington Church building was torn down and moved to Charleston. Graves, 13-14.


� In Presbyterianism’s early days, candidates for the ministry were licensed as probationers to preach the gospel, but not to administer the sacraments or perform weddings. The arrangement corresponded roughly to the Episcopalian custom of ordering postulants for the priesthood as deacons as a step toward ordination as presbyters. The Presbyterian Church, U. S. laid aside the custom of licensure in the mid-twentieth cent�ury.


� It is noteworthy that Presbyterians expected their ministers to be able to perform scholarly exegetical work on scriptural texts, making use of the original languages, as well as the latest scientific and theoretical  insights. Such analysis was manifestly NOT expected from ministers in most other communions. A Presby�terian sermon was to represent both scholarly preparation and critical reflection, and as such was to be preached by means of an orderly and logical explication of the ideas and doctrines in the passage, set in both their wider biblical context, taking note of the passage’s place in the history of the Church and the subsequent development of its doctrine. A “popular sermon” was simply a homily that set forth the fruit of these scholarly pursuits in a fashion that made such complex matters clear to the ordinary person. In sum, even the most learned minister had to show ability to communicate the fruits of academic research to the average hearer in the pew. The procedure for examination was carefully spelled out in the church’s Form of Government.


� This resulted in the organization of Hope Presbyterian Church, April 3, 1852.


� Thomas C. Macklin, founder of the town of Pontotoc, with his wife Lucinda, donated land for the edu�ca�tion of young women, and the Pontotoc Female Academy was chartered in 1838. A log school building was soon erected and a number of Presbyterians were numbered among the first trustees, including George G. Reneau, president. The school operated successfully for several years, and in 1850 it was offered to Chicka�saw Presbytery, if Presbytery would agree to expend five thousand dollars to expand the school, so that it could accommodate boarding students. Presbytery agreed to the plan, and the Presbyterial Female Collegi�ate Institute was chartered in 1852. The original land was exchanged for ground across the street on which a brick building was later built (This property was just south of the present First Presbyterian Church in Pontotoc.) A. H. Conkey, an elder in the Pontotoc Church, with his wife, opera�ted the school in the 1850s. The Rev’d John H. Miller also gave courses on the Evidences for Christianity and biblical literature. By the 1857-1858 year, one hundred students were enrolled, sixty of whom were board�ers. During the Civil War the school was used as a hospital for soldiers, and afterward, Conkey and his wife reopened it. Conkey was succeeded as president of the school by the Rev’d James Durham West, who headed the academy (1867-1872). Later the school was re-chartered as Chickasaw College, in honor of the Chickasaw Presbytery which gave it birth, and contin�ued as such until 1918 when the Synod of Mississippi took charge of it, made it co-educational, and operated it until changing conditions forced what some regarded as the oldest college for women in the state to close in 1936. See Edna Haley Lowe, “Sketch of Chickasaw College, Pontotoc, Miss.” (unpublished mss. University of Mississippi, 1951), copy in the historical files of the St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center, 1.


� This seems to have been a different enterprise from the North Mississippi College, which was a male acad�emy.


� On January 3, 1859, Elder G. W. Buford had appointed sexton of College Church “and urged to neatness and comfort in and around the house in keeping water and fires and for which the Church promises to pay punctually to him fifty (50) dollars, and he is to furnish bailing [hay] to put on the floor of the galary [sic] for which he is to be paid the cost of the bailing.” Carole Lee, ed. Early Records of College Hill Church, Lafayette County, Mississippi, with Cemetery Inscriptions (Carrollton, Miss.: Pioneer Pub�lishing, n.d.): 29.


� Presbyterians stressed education for girls and women, as well as for boys and men. William B. Sprague, a well-known Presbyterian minister of the day, suggested that Presbyterians ought to provide higher educa�tion as “reparations to women who had been wronged by denial of such opportunity,” and Southern histor�ian Margaret Burr DesChamps has noted that, “Presbyterians seem to have taken greater interest in the education of women than did other denominations, although most of their schools were not established until the late antebellum period.” By the time of the Civil War, Presbyterians had founded twenty-one wo�men’s academies in the South. Although the Presby�tery officially supported the academy at Pontotoc and later a similar enterprise at Holly Springs, there were several other institution not officially aligned with the Presbytery, but at which Presbyterian ministers taught, and for which Presbyterian elders served as board members. See Lewis J. Sherrill, Presbyterian Parochial Schools, 1846-1870 (New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 1932); Margaret Burr DesChamps, “Presbyterians and Southern Education,” Journal of Presbyterian History 31 (June 1953): 120; Ernest Trice Thompson, Presbyterians in the South, 1607-1972, 3 vols. (Richmond, John Knox, 1963, 1973): 1:236-44, 470-90, 499; Christy Ann Farnham, The Educa�tion of the Southern Belle (New York: N. Y. Univ. Press, 1994); Edward Mayes, History of Education in Missis�sippi, Contributions to American Educational History No. 24 (Washington, D. C.: Government Print�ing Office, 1899).


� Not only Presbyterians were welcomed as corresponding members. Mr Chism was one of a number of Methodist clergy so welcomed through the years. The Methodists had divided along sectional lines in 1845.


� This congregation may have been related to or descended from an earlier congregation organized in 1845 in Yalobusha County. Hope Church was dissolved Oct. 3, 1884, but was reorganized in 1889. It was again dissolved April 5, 1895 and the members directed to unite with the Grenada Church. Fred R. Graves, North Mississippi Presbytery: A History (Sardis, Miss.: Southern Reporter, 1942): 12, 14.


� This General Assembly committee provided funds to several churches in the Presbytery as part of its work to assist churches in developing parts of the country.


� When reviewing the presbytery’s minutes, the Synod took examination to Presbytery’s “unnecessary use of the lot.”


� Mitchell Peden (1808-1868) was a longtime member of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, serving the Beth�salem and Lebanon Churches near Weir and Ackerman. Ministerial Directory of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 1861-1941, compiled by the Rev. E. C. Scott, D.D., Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, Published by Order of the General Assembly (Austin, Tex.: Von Boeckmann-Jones, 1942): 564.


� This action began a process by which Mr Chittenden was removed from the roll of presbytery, the second minister to be so disciplined. The first case involved Thomas Davis, who was not only removed from office but excommunicated.


� This was the town now known as Batesville.


� Salary disputes were a common cause for the dissolution of pastoral relationships. While presbyteries sometimes forbade the installation of a new pastor until the congregation’s arrears to a former minister were satisfied, the Presbytery did not ordinarily assume the indebtedness congregations assumed with re�gard to the salaries of their ministers. 


� This small congregation was often grouped with Unity and Hebron Churches. It was located one mile east of the present town of Nettleton. The coming of the railroad caused a gradual shift of population, and the congregation was eventually consolidated with the Nettleton Church in April 1925. Nettleton Church began as a mission of Providence Church with the establishment of a Sunday school at the site of the present church in 1916. Presbytery held a stated meeting at Providence, September 29, 1859. Elizabeth N. Graves, et. al., Churches of St. Andrew (Oxford: Presbytery of St Andrew, 1989): 46.


� Ezekiel Foster Hyde (1814-1884), was a native of Ontario, Canada, who spent his early years in the occu�pation of a saddler. He attended Union College in Schenectady, N. Y., and then came south, to enter Co�lum�bia Theological Seminary (1841-1844), and served several churches in South Carolina, before coming to Waterford, where he was stated supply (1852-1855). He then returned to South Carolina where he served many churches until his death, October 22, 1884. Ministerial Directory, 344. 


� William T. Savage was a member of Bethel Presbytery in South Carolina, and later served Center and New Hope Churches (1853-1876), Unity Church (1877), Salem Church (1877-1885), as well as Monroe and Oak Forest (1887-1891). Ministerial Directory, 632.


� Dancing in the Bible could be a vehicle of praise, and the final psalm urges that God be praised “with timbrel and dance” (Psalm 150:4). However, as the Baptist theologian Peter Gomes has remarked, dancing came to be disapproved “for its similitude to the sexual act.” Strict Presbyterians construed the Larger Catechism’s prohibition of “lascivious dancings” (Q. 139) to forbid all dancing, even in its most refined forms, so that many would have agreed with the Rev’d William Winans, Methodist minister at Woodville, Miss., in the 1850s, who warned a young lady that if she should die in the ballroom, “neither I nor any well-informed Christian friend could have a hope upon your tomb.” The Synod of the Carolinas, of which the Chickasaw Presbytery’s territory was once a part, had rule in 1789 that “dancing, reveling, horse racing and chard [sic] playing are wrong and that the practicers of them ought not to be admitted to sealing ordi�nances.” The 1818 General Assembly condemned dancing as “a fascinating and infatuating practice” which “dissipates religious impressions, and hardens the heart.” In Holly Springs, Miss., Harvey Washington Walter (1819-1878) was excommunicated in 1844 by the session for the sin of dancing—the session acting with reluctance after Walter threw down a gauntlet by challenging the session to expel him. The cor�res�pondence between Walter and the elders forms a fascinating chapter, and was not without present as young Presby�terians elsewhere posed similar challenges to the church officers, causing the anti-dancing rules to fall into a status of non-enforcement—though not until many years of resistance by the stalwart elders of the de�nom�i�nation had passed. For his part, Harvey W. Walter was eventually confirmed into the Episcopal Church, although his wife and children continued to be active members of the Holly Springs Presbyterian flock. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 88-96.


� Controversies between denominations flared from time to time also in this era. Doubtless in this instance it was the disinclination of Episcopalians to invite their Presbyterian colleagues to seats “within the chancel rails” that occasioned this notice. For their part, the members of Chickasaw Presbytery welcomed ministers of the Cumberland, New School Presbyterian and Associate Reformed Presbyterian Churches, as well as the Methodist and Baptist Churches. Campbellites of the era would also likely have held scruples similar to those of Episcopalians and other “high church” communions that refused to recognize the validity of minis�terial orders in other churches. See Walter Brownlow Posey, Religious Strife on the Southern Frontier (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1965).


� The Witherspoons formed a well-known Presbyterian connection in the early history of North Mississippi Presbyterians. Descended from the family of the same name which came to America through the port of Charleston, S. C., in the 1730s, they had early settled in the bounds of the historic Williamsburg Presby�terian Church, Kingstree, S.C. from which they were founders of Zion Church in Maury County, Tenn., whose historic brick church is still a landmark of great importance. Other members of the family settled at Oxford, Miss. Thomas Dwight Witherspoon became a Presbyterian minister and served as pastor of the Oxford Church before the Civil War. He was engaged to marry Miss Nannie Thornwell, daughter of the renowned Presbyterian theologian James Henley Thornwell, of Columbia, S. C., but tragically, she died on the very day they were to be married, and was buried in her wedding dress. Witherspoon was an elder in the Oxford Church and chancellor of the University of Mississippi. C. W. Grafton, “History of Presby�ter�ian�ism in Mississippi” (un�pub�lished mss., original in the historical files of St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center, 1927): 527; Maud Morrow Brown, History of the First Pres�by�terian Church of Oxford, Mississippi, July 15, 1837—March 31, 1950 (Oxford: First Presbyterian Church, 1952):


� The 1850 meeting of Synod at Vicksburg had received an overture from the Synod of Memphis, with a request for concurrent action on the part of the Synod of Mississippi and the General Assembly, noting “That the boundaries between the Presbyteries of Chickasaw and Tombeckbee, now dividing this Synod from the Synod of Memphis, are not clearly defined.” In response, the Synod noted “that the counties to Monroe and Chickasaw belong to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, within the limits of this Synod, is evi�dent, because 1st. Prior to 1842, these counties, together with the counties of Tishomingo, Pontotoc, and Itawamba, belonged to Tombeckbee Presbytery; and by special act, these last four were in that year trans�ferred to the Presbytery of Chickasaw.” Moreover, stated the Committee on Bills and Overtures, “as the coun�ties of Monroe and Chickasaw were not included in the transfer, it is certain that their ecclesiastical relation continued unchanged.” As a second point, the Synod argued that “The ministers and churches within the counties of Chickasaw and Monroe, have ever had an actual connection with the Presbytery of Tombeckbee and Synod of Mississippi, a connection still maintained.” Therefore, the Synod did not concur in the overture from the Synod of Memphis and recommended that “in order to correct an evident mistake in the boundaries of Chickasaw and Tombeckbee Presbyteries, and consequently in the line separating the Synod of Memphis from the Synod of Mississippi, the General Assembly be overtured to change the Northern and Western Boundaries of the Synod of Mississippi as follows:—That its Northern boundary be a line running from the South-East corner of Yalobusha County, West to the Mississippi River; due North along the Western boundary of Chickasaw County to the Northern line of Chickasaw County; thence along the Northern boundaries of Chickasaw and Monroe Counties to the State line of Alabama.” Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (November 29, 1850). 


� The Synod of Mississippi, meeting at Jackson in 1853, ans�wered the renewed overture from the Synod of Memphis by saying that it was “of opinion that said boundary lines are already settled.” The Mississippi Synod’s committee conceded that “It is true that the action of Synod in 1846, adopting these boundaries, is liable to misconstruction, from the fact that while it calls for a line running from the North-east corner of Choctaw County, due North, it also requires said line to be so run as to meet the North-west corner of Chick�asaw County. But as this is impossible, it is plain that Synod meant the line to run due North to the Northern line of said Chickasaw County, and thence due East as above. Your committee would further report, that while from the face of the map it would appear that the line dividing the Synods of Memphis and Mississippi, might with much propriety have been continued from the said North-east corner of Choc�taw County, due East to the Alabama line, thus making the whole line between the said Synod one contin�uous and direct line from the Mississippi River to the West line of the State of Alabama; yet, as the minis�ters and churches in the two counties of Chickasaw and Monroe that would be set off from the Tombeckbee to the Chickasaw Presbytery by such a change of boundary, are not present, and their convenience and wishes are unknown to us, your committee do not feel inclined at pres�ent to recommend such change.” Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (December 17, 1853).


� Governing bodies of the Presbyterian Church were not afraid to use the word “tax” in referring to the asses�sments made by the several judicatories for the expenses incurred by their necessary operations. Simi�larly, the sessional records of College Hill, January 24, 1853, contain a note that: “Resolved that pew holders in College Church pay one half of one per cent annually on his or her next [income] for the purpose of repairing the church and graveyard and improving and embellishing the grounds about the same…” Lee, 15.


� A worthy exemplar of the nineteenth century home missions pastor, John Alexander Kimmons (1824-1905), was born in Cabarrus County, N. C., and served in Chickasaw Presbytery as minister to some of its smallest and most needy congregations.  Stated Supply of Hebron Church (1860-1871), Carrollville (1860), Gaston (1861-1872), He was pastor of New Hope (1865-1871), and Corinth (1872-1880), after which he moved to Florida, serving a number of small congregations there before his death at Live Oak, Fla., Sep�tember 7, 1905. Ministerial Directory, 374.


� Separate congregations for black and white were well known by this time in the plantation districts of the South. Before the Civil War they were usually arranged by the white authorities, whereas after the war the members themselves appealed to have them organized. White Presbyterians, following the nomenclature of the King James Version preferred to speak of their property in human flesh “servants,” so that a great stir was occasioned when South Mississippi Presbyterian minister James Smylie pointed out in a widely-circu�lated pamphlet published in 1836 that the Greek word which underlay texts such as Ephesians 5:1, which the King James translated as “Servants obey your masters,” should actually be translated “slaves.” There is no report in the minutes that this particular congregation was formally organized.


� Schools of this era typically held a public recitation in connection with their closing exercises. Graduating students were awarded diplomas, and students at all class levels were given opportunity to demonstrate what they had learned through the performance of songs, skits, and poetry. Members of the audience were sometimes permitted to pose questions to older pupils. The appointment of visitors by the presbytery was intended both to measure the performance of the Female Institute as well as to bestow recognition and praise upon its work.


� Walsh died in 1860 or 1861.


� McKinney had earlier been a member of the presbytery, teaching at Holly Springs. He had moved to Texas to assist the Rev’d Daniel Baker in the foundation of Austin College, a Presbyterian institution.


� The church, originally called Euphronia, was located in the bounds of what is now Prentiss County. It was organized March 26, 1854, and a house of worship built in a rural location north of the present community of Booneville. The reason for the choice of the name is not known, although there was a historic church called Euphronia in Fayetteville Presbytery, N. C. On October 2, 1857 the name was changed to Ebenezer, to honor the name of Ebenezer Gaston of Calhoun County, Miss., who donated liberally to the erec�tion of three churches in Old Tishomingo County. In 1898, when most of the members had moved into Boone�ville, the church was dissolved and the property sold to Gaston Baptist Church. The old cem�e�tery may still be seen. See Ida Bradsher Gilbert, History of Presb�y�ter�ian�ism in Old Tisho�mingo County, Mis�sis�sippi, 1836-1936 (n.p., n.p., n.d.): 24-30. This church should not be confused with the congregation called Gaston, (formerly the Carrollville Presbyterian Church) located in Pontotoc County, which was renamed for its pastor the Rev’d L. B. Gaston.


� Located in the vicinity of Horn Lake, Miss., in DeSoto County, the church was organized September 30, 1847. The congregation was dissolved by North Mississippi Presbytery in 1867.


� Spring Creek Presbyterian Church was organized five miles southeast of Waterford in May 1856 by the Rev’d Ashael Enloe. It served as a chapel of convenience to the planters in the area. The congregation first appears in the General Assembly’s statistical report in 1858 with a membership of six. A cemetery was established there, where many of the early members’ graves can still be seen. Enloe served Spring Creek from 1856 to 1859. Another who served there was John Hill Aughey, licientiate for the ministry from Chickasaw Presbytery, who supplied the church’s pulpit and taught in the community. Graves, 14; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 139, 238-39.


� Church papers enjoyed a wide circulation in this period, and scores of them were published—many by individual pastors who used the medium to create a wider field of influence for their work. Because it was not considered inappropriate to editorialize on political subjects, there were not a few who used the papers to expound upon political matters—an exercise which most carefully excluded from their pulpits. Accord�ingly many Presbyterians subscribed to several papers in order to follow the interplay of debate among the various editorialists.


� The seminary at Danville was established in 1853. It early surpassed older institutions such as Union in Virginia in numbers of students, but fell on hard times during the Civil War, losing its Southern support. 


� Kimmons had doubtless attended the Presbyterian Seminary at New Albany, Indiana. When Danville Seminary (see note on previous page) was established by the General Assembly in 1853, it was expected that the faculty and students at New Albany—which had been established by synods in Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, and West Tennessee, would unite in the effort, but abolitionist sentiment prevailed and the facul�ty at New Albany refused to unite with the effort of any institution located in territory where slave�holding was legal. Presbyterians in the South, 509.


� This note represents the second time Presbytery was asked to make a declaration on the subject of dan�cing. Dr. Waddel, then serving as a professor in the University, and no doubt felt a responsibility to uphold orthodox moral standards before the young men under his care. There was no doubt as to where the church’s sentiments lay. In 1849, the Rev’d Benjamin Morgan Palmer, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in New Orleans, had published a book entitled, Social Dancing Inconsistent with a Christian Pro�fes�sion and Baptismal Vows. In 1856, the Rev’d John Clarke Young, of the First Church in Danville, Ky., and moderator of the 1853 was requested by his elders to preach against “the practice of promiscu�ous dancing.” In 1861, the Synod of Mississippi condemned dancing, and the Presbytery of North Mississippi followed suit in 1866. In 1875, Dr. Palmer, who had preached a dedicatory sermon in 1869 for the Holly Springs Church, thundered forth a renewed and still-vigorous diatribe against “A DANCING DISCIPLE OF A CRUCIFIED REDEEMER.” The following year the North Mississippi Presbytery adopted a reso�lution which declared that “the deliverances of our General Assembly have settled the question that…the modern promiscuous dance is a conformity to the world which is forbidden by the Scriptures…an offense in the life of the professing Christian, which our Church sessions ought to use their influence, and if need be their powers of discipline to prevent.” A booklet published by the General Assembly in 1894 on Presby�terians and Worldly Amusements set forth the church’s continuing condemnations of dancing, theater going, and card playing. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 88-96.


� The Presbytery failed to establish its own congregation; instead a congregation was received, September 15, 1859 from the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. It was dismissed April 14, 1920 to the Oxford Presby�tery, USA. Graves, 14.


� Andrew Jackson Witherspoon (1824-1891), who later became an agent for the Board of Foreign Missions, was born in Lancaster County, South Carolina, and after serving small churches in Alabama, while preparing for the ministry, came to the neighborhood of Zion Church near Tupelo. Known in the con�gre�gation as “Cousin Jack,” he is remembered for his work at a famous Southern Presbyterian mission, known as the Seamen’s Bethel, of New Orleans (1877-1891). His biographer says his name was a house�hold word throughout the Presbyterian South, and speaks of him as one for whom the entire church was a field of mission: “Being without charge, and with ample means, he preached wherever the way was open; but especially did he devote himself to the spiritual training of the Negroes. Here [that is, at Zion] they were always at home. But when the church was not otherwise occupied they had the entire house. Cousin Jack was peculiarly happy in his methods of instruction and so won their affections as to do a great deal of good among them.” P. F. Witherspoon, “The Fruitage of Old Zion Church.”


� McKinney, who had earlier served in the presbytery, returned from Texas, to teach and supply the church at Hernando (1854-1856), before moving to Louisiana, then Texas, where he was President of Austin Col�lege (1862-1871). Ministerial Directory, 473.


� Born in York County, S. C., he received his bachelor of arts from Davidson College (1847), and studied at Columbia Theological Seminary (1851). He was ordained by Bethel Presbytery in South Carolina where he ministered to the slave population, after which he came to Mississippi and served at College Hill (1855) and at Waterford (1856), teaching at Holly Springs (1857-1863). During this time he was stated supply at Sand Spring (1858-1859), and Corinth [Byhalia] (1860-1863). He was pastor at Springport (1864-1865), stated supply at Long Creek and Sand Spring (1866-1867), after which he served in Middle Tennessee, be�fore serving in Florida and Georgia, where he concluded his ministry before his death in 1905. Ministerial Directory, 209.


� Ramsey L. Henderson served New Hope and other nearby congregations from 1854 until after the onset of the Civil War. He was ordained by the Presbytery of Western District, and served as a home missionary at Huntingdon, Tenn., and was a teacher at Raleigh, after which he moved to Mississippi. Ministerial Direc�tory, 307.


� One of the most controversial ministers to serve the Presbyterian Church in North Mississippi, John Hill Aughey  (1828-1911) taught in the Spring Creek community in southeast Marshall County and supplied the pulpit of the church there. He studied theology under the instruction of the Rev’ds Charles S. Dod, Henry H. Paine, and Samuel Irwin Reed, all of Holly Springs. In 1858 he found himself at loggerheads with his congrega�tion and brought the matter to trial before Presbytery. Ordained an evangelist in 1861, to serve in Choctaw and Attala Counties (He was minister of the French Camp Church, 1860-1861), he was a vocifer�ous oppon�ent of slavery. Aughey had strong Unionist sentiments prior to and during the Civil War. He was eventually arrested and interned by the Confederate authorities at Tupelo. After he attained his freedom, he served as a chaplain in the Federal Army. When peace was re�stored he served churches in Illinois and was later head of the Female Seminary in Steubenville, Ohio. Aughey never forgot his experiences in Missis�sippi, and wrote several books to vindicate the harsh treatment of the South by Federal authorities during the war. His autobiographical and descriptive volumes, The Iron Furnace, or, Slavery and Secession (1863), Tupelo: Or the Iron Furnace (1888), and The Fighting Preacher (1899), were published with an artist’s il�lus�trations of dramatic scenes. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 139, 165.


� After serving for six years in Holly Springs, Charles S. Dod returned for a time to teaching. He was president of West Tennessee College at Jackson from 1855 to 1861. His subsequent career was interest�ing and varied. From 1861 to 1869 he was pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Plaquemine, La. During the Civil War, he was a chaplain to the Confederate Army and had charge of the troop hospital in Macon, Ga. In 1871 he served the Presbytery of New Orleans as an evangelist on the Bayou Teche. He died at Centre�ville, La., November 23, 1872, at the age of fifty-eight. Ministerial Directory, 189; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 116-17.


� The congregation was originally located near the original line between Tishomingo and Itawamba Coun�ties, the village of Carrollville having once been the site of the home of a leading Chickasaw chief, for whom Tishomingo County was named. The church was discontinued in 1865 after people began to move to the Baldwyn community, where a church was organized a few years later. Grafton, 494, 496.


� In the 1840s and ‘50s, Old and New School Presbyterians sought to raise money for new, representative churches in Washington, D. C. The Old School purchased land for a new Metropolitan Church, but was unable to erect a building. This church’s assets were transferred to another new congregation, Capitol Hill, after the Civil War. This was an early movement toward the idea of a “National Presbyterian Church”—which did not see frui��tion until the 1947. See William E. Thompson, A Set of Rebellious Scoundrels: Three Centuries of Presbyterians along the Potomac (Hampden-Sydney: prv. pub., 1989): 358-60.


� The loss of a horse was only symptomatic of the increasing impracticality of trying to distribute religious literature by means of a colporteur.


� Originally enrolled April 15, 1852, the church was dissolved at this point, but in 1859 was reorganized. In 1867 the Willington church was torn down and moved to Charleston. Graves, 13-14.


� Edward Chaffin Davidson (1832-1883), was born in Maury County, Tenn., and received his education at the University of Mississippi, Danville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and Columbia Theological Sem��i�nary He was licensed and ordained by Chickasaw Presbytery (1860) to serve the Water Valley and Sand Spring Churches (1861-1877), after which he engaged in teaching. He later served as stated supply of the Oxford and College Hill Churches (1878-1883), serving until his death, April 25, 1883. He was stated clerk of the North Mississippi Presbytery (1871-1882). Ministerial Directory, 171; Brown, 49-50.


� In addition to his duties as an elder in College Church, E. L. Frierson was employed as the church sexton. A note in the session book dated January 4, 1858, resolves “that the Church pay him thirty (30) dollars and that he is urged to be more neat and careful and very prompt.”


� The Presbytery of Yazoo, embracing churches in west-central Mississippi was erected in 1854, and in 1855 changed to Central Mississippi. Grafton, 112.


� Rufus Washington Shive was born in North Carolina, and received his education for the ministry at and Columbia Theological Seminary (1858) and the University of Mississippi (M.A., 1868). He was licensed (1858) and ordained (1863) by Chickasaw Presbytery, serving as stated supply at Pontotoc (1864-1865), and afterward at churches in Arkansas and Texas, where he spent the rest of his ministry. He died in 1898 or 1899. Ministerial Directory, 648.








� This congregation, nestled in the small community of Biggersville, twelve miles north of Booneville, was organized by the Rev’d James Biggers Stafford in 1838, and lodged under the care of Tombeckbee Pres�bytery, with seven members and two elders. It was the mother congregation of the church at nearby Cor�inth, Miss., which was organized in 1858 with a few of New Hope’s members. Grafton, 497; Memphis Com�mercial Appeal (May 28, 1938); Gilbert, 3-13.


� Walnut Creek Church was located in eastern Tippah County. Though dissolved February 1, 2000, and made a chapel of Ripley Church, the Walnut Creek church build�ing is preserved, as is the cemetery which adjoins the church property.


� Contributions from the presbytery helped build sanctuaries of small congregations. Actions such as this demonstrate what a later generation would call “the connectional nature” of the Presbyterian Church.


� Henry Harrison Paine was born in Rockingham County, Va., of a family of Irish extraction—Paine older brother was born in Ireland. He graduated from Washington College (later Washington and Lee) in Virginia, and attended Union Theological Seminary in Virginia (1832-1833).  He was licensed (1834) and ordained (1837) by Lexington Presbytery (Va.), serving several congregations, among which was the church at Fincastle, Va. (1846-1855). He came as pastor to the Holly Springs Church (1855-1869), after which he was tried and removed from ordained ministry on the grounds of moral impropriety. It was under his leadership that the historic Holly Springs Church was erected (1860), then the largest and most architecturally noteworthy church structure in North Mississippi. He served as stated clerk of North Missis�sippi Presbytery. Ministerial Directory, 549; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 141-42, 207-09.


� Daniel G. Doak (1806-1877), was born near Greensboro, N. C., and educated at the University of North Carolina and Union Theological Seminary at Hampden-Sydney (1832-1834). He was licensed and ordained an evangelist by Orange Presbytery (N. C.), serving as pastor in Clarksville, Tenn. (1840-1846), later serv�ing at the historic Zion Church, near Columbia, Tenn. (1851-1855). He came to Chickasaw Presbytery where he served College Church near Oxford (1856-1858), then Sardis Church (1869-1871). He spent his retirement years there, passing away February 24, 1977. Ministerial Directory, 188.


� This listing illustrates the great role that was played by sermons in meetings of presbytery during this period. The public audited the sermons as well as the members of presbytery, and it appears that in rural areas the meetings of presbytery often served a function somewhat analogous to the protracted meetings of other denominations. The number and length of sermons, in part, accounts for the fact that the stated ses�sions of Chickasaw Presbytery were three-day affairs.


� The rendering of excuses for late arrival at the obviously long meetings of Presbytery was required of every late comer, and were almost always sustained, though not in every case. There is no record of an elder’s excuse being rejected, but occasionally those of ministers were. In one case, when the failure of a minister who resided nearby a session of presbytery was rebuked with evident disdain—his absence having denied the Presbytery a quorum for the full first day of its meeting.


� James Neely Carothers (1805-1891), was a member of Tombeckbee Presbytery and minister of Friend��ship Church near Van Vleet, Miss. Ministerial Directory, 115.


� Although it is not unheard of even to-day for a North Mississippi Presbyterian governing body meeting to be postponed due to inclement weather, downpours and all other perils of travel were especially deleterious to attendance in an era when railroads were only just beginning to appear on the scene. As a result, mee�t�ings of Presbytery quite often had to wait for the assembly of a quorum, even when important work such as the reception of a candidate for the ministry had to be done.


� Thomas Dwight Witherspoon (1836-1898) was born in Greensboro, Ala., and received a bachelor of arts from the University of Mississippi (1856) and a master of arts from the same institution (1858), followed by study at Columbia Theological Seminary (1856-1859). He was licensed (1859) and ordained (1860) by Chickasaw Presbytery and served as pastor of the Oxford Church (1859-1865), but was away for most of his tenure (1861-1865) in the Confederate army. After the war he resigned his pastorate in Oxford and was dismissed to the Memphis Presbytery to serve the Second Presby�terian Church, later serving pastorates in Virginia, and Kentucky, concluding his ministry as a professor in Louisville Presbyterian Theological Sem�i�nary (1894-1898). He was granted two honorary degrees from the University of Mississippi, D.D. (1867) and LL.D. (1885). Ministerial Directory, 789; Brown, 9-11.


� The congregation, located in DeSoto County, was dissolved April 16, 1863. Graves, 14.


� Thomas L. Dunlap, M.D., of Holly Springs, was a lifelong friend of James Henley Thornwell, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Columbia, S. C., president of South Carolina College (now the University of South Carolina, and professor in the Columbia Theological Seminary of that city. Dunlap hosted a visit of the revered Southern theo�logian to Holly Springs in May 1857. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 146.


� The plan to divide Chickasaw Presbytery into two parts was practical in the sense of less travel for com�missioners, but upsetting to many who loved the Church as they had known it. Votes taken on the proposal were close, but the idea was eventually approved. The Presbytery of North Mississippi was created with the churches in the northwestern part of the state, and the churches in the northeastern quadrant continued the name of Chickasaw Presbytery. The minutes under review here constitute the records of the latter group.


� Given the sense of reserve traditionally associated with Presbyterianism, it is rare to see the presbytery’s spleen vented through the minutes recorded by its clerk. Still, members of the Presbytery, having paid for the education of its candidates for the ministry from earliest times, expected these young men to return to their ecclesiastical home and serve its “destitute places” for at least a few years after being licensed or ordained. In other words, a major reason for the educational assistance granted, was that ministers would be prepared to serve within the Presbytery. Shive submitted to Presbytery’s directive, serving in the presbytery through the time of his licensure and ordination until 1865, after which he moved to Arkansas and later to Texas to perform similar home mission work, which ministry he performed for the entirety of his long career. Ministerial Directory, 648.


� All latecomers were required to offer excuses; those of elders were always accepted, but occasionally a minister’s was not!


� Fredonia Church in rural Panola County had been organized in December 1847. A church was erected at Sardis in 1859. This building was destroyed by a storm in the winter of 1889, and in 1915 the church was remodeled to its present appearance.


� Spring Creek Presbyterian Church was organized southeast of Waterford in May 1856 by the Rev’d Ashael Enloe. It served as a chapel of convenience to the planters in the area. Enloe served Spring Creek from 1856 to 1859. The congregation, whose members preserved interesting Civil War history, was dissolved in 1958. Graves, 14; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 139, 238-39; 444-46.





� New challenges to the sanctification of the Lord’s Day were appearing, including the operation of railroad trains, as well as Sabbath deliveries of mail. Consequently ministers redoubled their efforts to hallow the sacred day of rest. Well into the twentieth century conventions, sermons, and a flood of governing body res�olutions bolstered the church’s effort.


� Nicholas Washington Chevalier (1809-1868), was born at Middletown, Conn., and was educated at the College of New Jersey at Princeton and Princeton Theological Seminary. He came to Mississippi to serve as principal of the Holly Springs Female Institute (1856-1858), after which he served as an evangelist in Texas, ministering in that field until his death, September, 1868. Ministerial Directory, 128-29.


� The provenance of this church is unknown.


� While there is no record of the formal organization of a congregation, the location seems to have been served for some time as a preaching point. Pittsboro is the seat of the present Calhoun County.


� Sacramental occasions were protracted affairs in this era. Services typically began on a Thursday or Fri�day, with the holy supper administered on Sunday, followed by a thanksgiving sermon following the com�munion on Monday. At Pine Ridge Church, near Natchez, the session book preserves this account: The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered twice each year, once in the Spring and once in the Fall….The services…usually began on the Friday preceding which was observed as a day of humiliation, fasting and prayer. On the following Saturday public preparatory services were held in the Church. On Saturday after the preparatory sermon was over, tokens were distributed to all who expected to commune the next day. The Monday following communion was observed as a day of ‘Thanksgiving.’” The passage is not dated, but derives from about the year 1831. Similar patterns may be seen from an examination of the sessional records of the Church at Holly Springs. Moreover, by 1850, evangelistic services or “protracted meetings,” when held in Presbyterian congregations, typically were concluded with a celebration of the Holy Communion. Whenever possible, two or even three ministers would participate, as the number of ser�mons and the serving of many tables was taxing—no doubt accounting for the relative infrequency of sac�ra��mental occasions in that era. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 55-56.


� This note shows the peril of sending money through the mails in an era before bank checks or money orders were conveniently available.


� The church was located near Booneville in what is now Prentiss County. In 1882 the congregation was dissolved and its members united with Booneville, but in 1884 the church was reorganized. Once more, in 1898, the congregation was dissolved and its remaining members transferred to the Booneville Church. See Gilbert, 24-29.


� Robert Langdon Neely (1829-1888), was born near Steele Creek Church in North Carolina, and was edu�cated at Hanover College and Columbia Theological Seminary. He was licensed by Western District Pres�bytery (1856), and served in Chickasaw Presbytery briefly (1857-1858). He suffered paralysis from 1858 to 1877, and after recovering his health was ordained an evangelist in May 1877 by Western District Pres�by�tery, serving a pastorate there (1879-1888). Ministerial Directory, 533.


� As the next paragraph may indicate, the financial provisions promised at the October 1857 meeting appar�ently did not materialize.


� In an era when towns were small and hotels were a rarity, it may be assumed that others than the Pres�by�terian members rallied to host a meeting of the presbytery. Neighbors offered food and lodging, cared for horses and buggies, and performed all sorts of small kindnesses to entertain and welcome the community’s distinguished visitors. For their part, the Presbytery provided scenes of interest and occasionally high drama for local persons who were perhaps not as distracted by other forms of entertainment in that era in the long ago.


� The role of the elder has been greatly enlarged in the period since these events occurred. In the period 1842-1869 covered by these minutes, no elder was ever elected moderator of the presbytery or appointed chairman of a committee. In a few cases, however, elders did serve as recording clerk for the meetings. Even this responsibility was conferred but seldom.


� Waddel took great interest in the founding of a college for men under control of the Presbyterian Church, known as the LaGrange Synodical College in LaGrange, Tenn. With his brother-in-law the Rev’d John Hannah Gray (brother of Daniel Lewis Gray another member of the Chickasaw Presbytery), Waddel went from Oxford to LaGrange to the chair in ancient languages. Others from the Presbytery, such as Holly Springs elder J. W. C. Watson, taught in the Synodical College at LaGrange. The college closed and its building ruined in the tur�moil of the Civil War. It never reopened. During the war, Waddel served as agent for the Confederate Bible Society (1863) and Commissioner to the Army of Mississippi (1863-1865). Ministerial Directory, 738; Brown, 9, 48-49; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 114-15.





� The town of Corinth, located at the junction of the Memphis and Charleston and Mobile and Ohio Rail�roads was first called Cross City. During the Civil War the session records were lost and it was afterwards thought advisable to reorganize the church and start anew. Accordingly, the Rev’d L. B. Gaston reorganized the congregation on May 6, 1866, on the application of fifteen persons, all of whom were received as mem�bers. At this time LeRoy Gaston also founded and headed Corona College in Corinth, a well-respected school for young ladies. Grafton, 498.


� During the 1850s the larger churches in the presbytery were College (151), Lebanon (139), Holly Springs (135), Zion (130), Ripley (108), and Oxford (94). Statistics from Wilson, 41.


� The presentation of a call often called for lengthy deliberation on the part of both minister and presbytery. The chief cause for uncertainty was often doubt as to whether the congregation or congregations could in fact raise the salary they had pledged. Since in those days pastoral relations were not automatically dissol�ved by presbytery upon request of a minister, all parties involved wanted to be absolutely sure that the de�tails of a call were in order before it was accepted.


� In spite of the wide reputation of the University of Mississippi as an institution of academic excellence, the Synod of Memphis chastised the Chickasaw for dispensing with the required examination provided for in the Form of Government, due to candidate M. W. Frierson’s possession of a diploma from said uni�ver�sity.


� This church, located in Pontotoc County, hosted a meeting of the presbytery, September 29, 1865. It was dissolved in 1902.


� In the 1850s the children of the Holly Springs Church received special offerings to minister to a “heathen child” in India. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 115.


� As losses multiplied on the battle front, many Southern clergy blamed sins such as “Sabbath breaking,” cursing, card playing, and the like for the apparent turning of the Lord’s favor from their cause.


� Knowledge of Greek and Hebrew was, if anything, considered more essential to a Presbyterian minister’s education then than now. This was in part to the fact that students in many disciplines were expected to engage in detailed study of classical Greek history and writers, and because in the seminaries there was less emphasis upon pastoral theology and hence more room in the curriculum for linguistic endeavors, but also because there were fewer studies of Biblical themes—commentaries and such—available in English. There has been in recent years an explosive growth in the number of studies which interpret the Greek and Hebrew texts of scripture to guide students with little or no knowledge of the original languages. Preachers in the nineteenth century were expected to do the lexical and philological spadework themselves, and Presbyteries meant to make sure that this competence was acquired and maintained.


� A regional church paper published in Memphis.


� A. M. Mooney (1799-1877), was born at Rogersville, Tenn., educated at Washington College in Tennes�see, and ordained an evangelist, with service in Tennessee, North Carolina, and South Carolina. He worked as an evangelist in Monroe County, Miss. (1846-1856), transferring his work to Pontotoc County (1856-1861), where he was overtaken by infirmity. He died in Pontotoc County, October 24, 1877. Ministerial Directory, 510.


� Thomas Pinckney Johnson (1808-1883), was born in Rowan County, N. C. and received his education at the University of North Carolina and Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. He was licensed and or�dained by Concord Presbytery, and served as a missionary in Trebizond, Turkey (1833-1853), returning to serve in Concord Presbytery and in Mississippi as an agent for the American Bible Society (1854-1859). He returned to North Carolina where he engaged in home mission and colporteur work (1860-1882). Minis�terial Directory, 358.


� This congregation, located in Caswell community (perhaps named because settlers in the community came from the county of the same name in North Carolina) in the southeastern part of Lafayette County, said to have used a school building for its meeting place. A commission of North Mississippi Presbytery was appointed October 2, 1934 which recommended dissolution of the church. Graves, 18; Walker Coffey, Lafayette County Heritage (Oxford: Skipwith Historical and Genealogical Society, 1986): 157-59.


� War clouds darkened after November 6, 1860, when Abraham Lincoln was elected to the Presidency. So much so that the occupant of the White House, Presbyterian president James Buchanan, issued a proclam�ation mak�ing the first Sunday in January 1861 a day of fasting and prayer for peace, calling on all church members to take part in services on that day. On December 20, 1860, South Carolina passed its ordinance of secession, to be followed on January 9, 1861 by Mississippi. On January 4, the Rev’d Joseph B. Strat�ton, D.D., of the First Presbyterian Church in Natchez preached a fast day sermon on Zechariah 11:14: “Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even bands, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.” The national days of prayer seemed to do nothing to de�lay or prevent the inevitable conflict. See J. Julian Chis�olm, History of the First Presbyterian Church of Natchez, Mississippi (Natchez: McDonald’s Publish�ers and Printers, 1972): 52.


� Presbyteries of this era were often arranged so that commissioners could travel to and from meetings via the railroad. Mississippi Highway 7 follows the route of the Mississippi Central Railroad line. Hopewell Church was similarly transferred, April 14, 1908.


� The church in Tupelo foundered in the Civil War. A church of fifteen members was organized by the Rev’d O. F. Rogers, October 4, 1861, which congregation was dissolved April 16, 1864 and the members instructed to connect themselves with Zion Church. The church was reorganized, and on April 17, 1868 applied to the Southern Presbyterian Church’s Board of Sustentation for a grant to erect their church build�ing.


� The question of “instructing” commissioners is a vexed one; and it appears that the presbytery’s action in this instance was inappropriate.


� Presbytery’s responsibility to investigate such matters was vested in the Church’s Form of Government, “to visit particular churches, for the purpose of inquiring into their state, and redressing the evils that may have arisen in them.” Form of Government X:viii.


� The True Witness was first published in Jackson, Miss., March 1, 1854—the first Presbyterian paper in the state. In 1857 it moved to New Orleans where, in 1860, it absorbed the Presbyterian Sentinel, of Mem�phis. Publication of the True Witness and Sentinel was interrupted, never to be resumed, by the Union oc�cu�pation of New Orleans in April 1862. Frances Allen Cabaniss and James Allen Cabaniss, “Religion in Antebellum Mississippi,” Journal of Mississippi History 6 (1944): 206; Presbyterians in the South, 1:452.


� This was the first mention in the records of the presbytery of the civil strife that was gripping the nation and which had upset the very concept of patriotism and what it meant to pray for one’s country. It was also the first mention of prayer for the nation since the Presbytery was first constituted in 1842. The Mississippi Secession Convention had met in January 1861, with two elders from the Holly Springs Church in atten�dance. The firing upon Fort Sumter had occurred on April 12. The General Assembly of the Old School Church had met for the last time as a united body, May 16th, with nine states having seceded and two more to follow. The presbytery would discuss the fateful actions of this Assembly at its next meeting. Most of the members of the Presbytery seem to have been ardent Confederates. Dr. James A. Lyon, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Columbus, in Tombeckbee Presbytery, was a Unionist. Lyon prayed “for the success of the army,” without saying which one. Greeted one night by a torchlight mob, he survived his critics and went on to serve as the moderator of the General Assembly of the Confederate Church in 1863. R. Milton Winter, “James A. Lyon, Southern Presbyterian Apostle of Prog�ress,” Journal of Presbyterian History 60 (Winter 1982): 314-35.


� These minutes, dealing as they do with political matters, are virtually unprecedented in the ecclesiastical records of Mississippi Presbyterianism. Except for early records dealing with the Indians, one seldom saw references to the government for matters other than, say, resolutions calling for legislation forbidding the oper�ation of railroad trains or the delivery of mail on the Sabbath. Thus, the uniqueness of the proceedings at this meeting of Presbytery cannot be overemphasized. By the time the Old School Assembly had con�vened, May 16, 1861, nine states had withdrawn from the Union and war had been under way for a month. Thirty-three of the sixty-four presbyteries in the South and border states were unrepresented in the Assembly. Not a single commissioner came from the Carolinas, Georgia, Alabama, or Arkansas; though sixteen attended from the deep South. Some com�mis�sioners cited the war as a reason not to travel, others had already subscribed to the idea of a separate southern church. Thomas C. Stuart, however, had represented the presbytery at this Assembly. In earlier years he had been a commis�sioner at meetings of the Assembly, but surely this was the most mem�orable. When the Assembly began its deliberations, there was effort once again to defer discussion of slavery and sectional issues, for most Old School Presbyterians took pride that theirs was the last great American institution to remain united at this critical moment. The Rev’d John N. Waddel, of the Presbyterian Synodical College in LaGrange, addressed an open letter to the Rev’d Gardiner A. Spring, D.D., pastor of the Brick Presbyterian Church in City of New York, who sponsored resolutions calling on all church members to support the Federal government, “deploring the introduction of “a set of resolutions of the most incendiary nature” in an hour which de�manded forbearance. At the Assembly the venerable and highly influential Dr. Charles Hodge, of Prince�ton, with fifty-seven others, protested the Spring Resolutions. But the Spring resolutions were passed by a seventy per cent majority, and this settled the issue for many. The resolutions adopted by Chickasaw Presbytery indicate that this was also the case for them.


� Like Cumberland Presbyterians, the Associate Reformed Church was active in Mississippi. Relations be�tween the Associate Reformed Church and the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. were cordial, with dif�ferences centering around the use of the psalms, which the A. R. Church required exclusively to be sung in their churches. See Robert Lathan, History of the Associate Reformed Synod of the South (Harrisburg: pub. for the author, 1882).


� The Assembly met in the Seventh Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, Pa., then located at Broad Street and Penn Square—ironically the same congre�gation as hosted the fateful meeting of 1837 in which the New School portion of the Church was excised. An interesting account of the appearance and demeanor of the commissioners to the 1861 Assembly was given by a correspondent of the Philadelphia Press (May 28, 1861): “The majority of them are well stricken in years. A large proportion of them were provided with spectacles, and gray crowns dotted the house. The white neckcloth common to clergymen was adopted by a sparse representation, and rough, indurated, weather-hued faces looked out from all the pews. A sturdy individuality, characteristic of the Presbyterian, was evidenced in the countenances of several, and the great mass were of features more marked and intellectual than classic or handsome….There were few bronchial, consumptive, attenuated bodies, but on every hand evidences of strong earnestness and zeal, high eccles�iastical abilities, and rare bodily power. Many of these were pioneers of Presbyterianism, whose names have been heard wherever the Church is known.” 


� One of the reasons given in answer to protests filed by commissioners in the 1861 Assembly against the adoption of the Spring Resolutions was that the Assembly was the Assembly “of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.” (Their italics.) 


� See Lewis G. Vander Velde, The Presbyterian Churches and the Federal Union (Cambridge, Mass.: Har�vard University Press, 1932).


� Presbyterians divided in 1837 in a rift that was tinged with debates over slavery and again in 1857, as the Church’s New School branch came apart in direct conflict over the abolition issue, then in 1861 as the Old School fractured in a separation of much-greater import being one of the last national entities in Cyrus McCormick’s famous observation, that along with the Democratic party, remained as the states aligned them�selves against one another along Mason and Dixon’s line. C. C. Goen has written, however, that the churches were protagonists not reactors in the issue. He argues that “The churches were critical agents in a reciprocal process of culminating alienation. In the onrushing tragedy it became evident that the Christian religion, a powerful cultural force in both sections, had been turned to the purposes of regional identity and defense, that equally earnest expositors could draw from the same scriptures diametrically opposite conclu�sions about the most distinctive feature of the southern way of life, and that the common faith that had once undergirded national unity had itself become an instrument of division.” See “Broken Churches, Broken Nation: Regional Religion and North-South Alienation in Antebellum America,” Church History 52 (March 1983): 21-35; also, Mitchell Snay, Gospel of Disunion: Religion and Separatism in the Antebellum South (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1993).


� Meanwhile the Presbytery of Buffalo City in New York took an opposite view: “Resolved, That we con�sider the revolt of the so-called seceding States a crime against God and the Church, no less than an offense against the Government, and that we can have no fellowship with those Presbyterian ministers or members who have given it their countenance and support, until by repentance and public confession of their sin, they purge themselves from the stain of a connection with this unholy conspiracy against our Union, our laws and our liberties.” Reported in The Presbyterian (July 6, 1861).


� Presbyteries and Synods in the border states, e.g., those outside the Confederacy, but with many sympa�thizers for that cause, attempted to downplay the actions of the Assembly. For ex�am�ple, the Presby�tery of West Lexington (Kentucky) declared that “…we are equally clear in the convic�tion that the [ecclesi�astical] schism threatened in large portions of the seceded States, and actually accom�plished in certain parts of them, finds no sufficient justification in any�thing done by the Assembly. For no one ought to sup�pose that any attempt would be made by the Church to enforce the erroneous principles of the particular minute of the Assembly which gave offence; nor has any one the right to assert that the Church will not, after due consideration, adopt and utter principles which are true on the whole subject,” and the Synod of Kentucky resolved that “The action of the Assembly being exhausted by the occurrence of the day of prayer recom�mended,—and no ulterior proceedings under the order of the Assembly being contemplated—this Synod contents itself with this expression of its grave disapprobation of this action of the General Assembly, which the Synod judges to be repugnant to the Word of God, as that word is expounded in our Confession of Faith.” Quoted in The Presbyterian (September 14, 1861).





� Both men were well-known to Chickasaw Presbytery. Waddel and his brother-in-law were professors in the LaGrange (Tenn.) Synodical College. From 1849 to 1857, Waddel had served the Oxford Church and taught in the University of Mississippi, and John Hannah Gray’s brother Daniel had been one of the pioneer minister members of the Presby�tery. Waddel, a forceful speaker, whose absolutist views on the necessity of secession had been widely disseminated, had addressed an open letter that spring deploring the introduction of “a set of resolutions of the most incendiary nature” for consideration in the General Assembly of the Old School Church. Waddel brought down the gavel to convene the constituting assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate States of America in the First Presbyterian Church of Augusta, Ga., and was elected that body’s first permanent clerk. See Thomas Cary Johnson, A History of the Presbyterian Church in the United States (New York: Christian Literature Co., 1894): 379-80, 388-406.


� As has often been the case in more recent times, when nearly identical resolutions are submitted by various church jud�ica�tories, the resolutions adopted by Chickasaw Presbytery follow closely the wording those adopted by other presbyteries.


� Events among Southern Presbyterians mirrored the actions of secessionists in the civil sphere. Church peri���odicals had argued for secession during the winter of 1860-1861. On March 16, 1861, the Southern Presbyterian had carried an editorial in the wake of the state secession conventions, declaring that a new church in the South would be also “desirable and proper.” The Presbytery of Memphis, at the urging of John N. Waddel and others, was the first to sever its connection with the General Assembly, June 13, 1861. The Presbytery of New Orleans took similar action on July 9, ordering that a copy of its action be sent to all southern presbyteries, and requesting them, if they should concur in this action, to send commissioners auth��orized to organize an Assembly to commence its meetings on December 4, 1861 in Augusta, Ga. Chick�asaw Presbytery’s neighbor North Mississippi Presbytery acted on July 23 in the Holly Springs Pres�by�terian Church. According to an account in the local newspaper, the resolutions were salty and the debates spirited. The relative lateness of Chickasaw Presbytery’s vote to sever ties with the General Assembly may lie in the fact that it was largely outside the center of pro-slavery agitation in the state of Mississippi. None�theless, the Confederate spirit clearly ruled the presbytery at this point.


� It is ironic that the Tupelo Church which in the twentieth century gave impressive leadership to the cause for unity of the Presbyterian Church should have been organized on the day the Presbytery sundered its relations with the General Assembly of the undivided Old School Church.


� This was virtually the first time the Presbytery ever demurred to make any contribution to the larger Church through its governing bodies. With the holding in abeyance of the Synodical tax and the appoint�ment of a special “committee on the Boards of the Church, to consider whether any action is necessary in view of the changed relations we are soon to sustain” illustrates in an intensely practical way the disruption of the church’s long-term life and work as illustrated in the preceding pages. It would be years—even generations—before anything like the mission and ministry heretofore sustained would be achieved again. 


� One of the remarkable displays of divine providence during the war were the revivals of religion which swept through soldiers in uniforms of both blue and gray. The organized work of chaplaincy and scripture distribution yielded much anecdotal evidence of good work done for the kingdom in the midst of fratricidal warfare. Indeed, it was not until after the Civil War that the majority of Southerners were church members. The majority, of course, united with communions other than the Presbyterian, but Presbyterians soon turned from an intellectual defense of slavery to a renewed dedication to the Church’s primary responsibilities: preaching, teaching, and pastoral care. Eventually this concern would turn not only to the soldier, but to the newly freed slaves.


� This phrase, common in Mississippi Presbyterian governing body records acknowledges not only that the General Assembly is the higher governing body, but also that meetings were almost always held at points north. With the emergence of a Southern Presbyterian Church, this geographic deference would change somewhat. Journeys to the General Assembly would be shorter, and even though the nation was growing rapidly, the “new” Southern Church would seem like a family, united, as it were, by common goals and shared sorrow.


� A regional church paper published in Richmond, Va.


� The dissolution was requested so that Miller could lead his company of soldiers into battle for the Con�federate cause.


� John H. Miller was the presbytery’s ministerial military officer and martyr to the Confederate cause. When the war broke out he had been captain of the Pontotoc Dragoons, winning a sword offered by Gov�ernor Brown to the best-drilled company in the state. Soon he headed the First Battalion of Mississippi cav�al�ry, made up principally of men from Pontotoc, as well as Tallahatchie County, where he had also preached. Miller and his men saw action at Belmont, on the Mississippi River near Columbus, Ky., where they were attacked by General Grant, November 7, 1861. Lt. Col. Miller and his men crossed over from the west side of the river, threw the Federal troops into confusion, and attacked the gunboats. Miller’s horse was killed under him. On April 2, 1862, after Grant had advanced to Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., Miller was in command of nine companies of cavalry at Lexington, Tenn. He was involved in the first day of the Battle of Shiloh, April 6. He came upon a Federal battery with horses attached, ready for retreat. Miller charged and captured every horse, man and gun—twenty-seven men and four guns according to the official Federal report. After Shiloh, Miller resigned, but on March 22, 1863, while on the way to organize some inde�pend�ent state companies into a regiment, he was killed by Federal soldiers near Ripley. See Dunbar Row�land, Military History of Mississippi, 1803-1898.


� The College Church session book contains these notes, dated February 12, 1863: “A melancholy gloom over�hangs our beloved community as from time to time the heart rending tidings of the fallen have reached us….Until October the enemy kept at a distance from our homes. The accounts of the depredations, insults and cruelties to innocent and helpless citizens in other communities awakened our deepest sympathies and we endeavored to thank God that we were not crushed by the oppression of the relentless foes. But Decem�ber the 1st, 1862 God in his wise but ins[cru]table providence prescribed the enemy to enter our quiet com�munity with a force of more than thirty thousand strong. During that month they occupied College Church and its vicinity depriving the community of the privilege long granted to it of worshiping God in his own house….” Lee, 33-34. Not only was the College Church congregation turned out of its house of worship, but an attempt was made to burn the church at Oxford. The church at Holly Springs was desecrated, and the church at Panola was burned. Maud Morrow Brown, “The War Comes to College Hill,” Journal of Missis�sippi History 16 (January 1954): 22-30; Maud Morrow Brown, “What Desolations! At Home in Lafayette County, Mississippi, 1860-1865,” unpub. typescript, n.d.):105-108, Mississippi Department of Archives and History.


� Campbell, who had showed great promise for the Church’s ministry, died of illness while serving in the Confederate army. A memorial to his life is found in the minutes of the next meeting of Presbytery.


� Because four-fifths of New School Presbyterians resided in the North, the tiny New School Synod of the South which seceded from its General Assembly in 1857 was a weak and largely ineffective body. There were even fewer New School adherents in Mississippi. The churches at Grenada and Greenwood in North Mississippi were aligned with the New School. Other than these, the New School Presbyterians had very little strength in the state. Dr. James A. Lyon of the Columbus Church in Tombeckbee Presbytery differed from the majority of the Old School members in his state. He worked hard to re-unite the two factions. He was appointed several times a fraternal delegate of the Confederate Assembly to the United Synod of the South (New School). In 1863 Lyon had introduced resolutions calling for reunion into the Synod of Mississippi. At the 1864 General Assembly he headed a special committee to consummate the reunion of the two bodies. De�spite Chickasaw Presbytery’s opposition, the reunion was approved by the requisite number of Presby�teries and effected at the 1864 General Assembly. Meanwhile, until 1870, when a reunion occurred, the Northern Presbyterian Assemblies continued to meet in their Old and New School Branches. See Harold M. Parker Jr., “Southern Presbyterian Ecumenism: Six Successful Unions,” Journal of Presby�terian History 56 (1978): 91-106; Harold M. Parker, Jr., The United Synod of the South: The South�ern New School Presbyterian Church (New York: Greenwood Press, 1986): 249-68; R. Milton Winter, “James A. Lyon, Southern Presbyterian Apostle of Prog�ress,” Jour�nal of Presbyterian History 60 (Winter 1982): 329-30. 


� Several times during the Civil War the presbytery failed to meet for lack of a quorum. The failure to send commissioners to the General Assembly was symptomatic of the difficulties of the era. The movement of armies, the destruction of railways, the confiscation of horses, not to mention rampant inflation due to the collapse of the Confederate currency—all conspired to prevent the church’s normal functioning. The brav�ado which characterized the Presbytery’s withdrawal from the General Assembly in 1861 was now no�where to be found. See Eugene D. Genovese: A Consuming Fire:The Fall of the Confederacy in the Mind of the White Christian South (Athens, Ga.: Univ. of Georgia Press, 1998).


� Unable to meet at its stated session in May 1865, the Assembly of the former Confederate Church met at the call of its moderator in Macon, Ga., December 14, 1865.


� Having served with the army for most of the war, Witherspoon left the struggling congregation in Oxford to serve the large and influential Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis—which though it was turned out of its house of worship by the Federal authorities only to be restored by a direct order from President Lin�coln, was far less damaged by the course of the war than Oxford, where the town (though not the church itself) was burned.


� Waddel returned to Chickasaw Presbytery in the wake of the closure of the LaGrange (Tenn.) Synodical College which was wrecked and never reopened. He served as chancellor of the University of Mississippi 1865-1874, and supplied the pulpit of the Oxford and Hopewell churches at points during this tenure. In later years he was chancellor of Southwestern Presbyterian University at Clarksville, Tenn. (1879-1888). He passed away in 1895. His memoir was published as Memorials of Academic Life: Being an Historical Sketch of the Waddel Family, Identified Through Three Generations with the History of the Higher Educa�tion in the South and Southwest (Richmond: Presbyterian Committee on Publication, 1891).


� Although born of strife, the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate States of America early accomplished unions with small Presbyterian bodies, such as the New School’s United Synod of the South, and the Inde�pendent Presbyterian Church (a group of congregations in South Carolina). But invective by partisans on both sides of the Mason-Dixon line made it difficult, if not impossible for Presbyterians to reunite after the war, unlike the Episcopal Church, whose bishops had carefully abstained from making any declarations about one another that could have been interpreted in an uncharitable way. Thus, on December 14, 1865, when the Southern Presbyterian General Assembly convened in Macon, Georgia, the church’s name was changed from the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate States to the Presbyterian Church in the United States. While Methodists and Baptists in the South had adopted names that defined their churches along sectional lines, Presbyterians rejected any name that implied a sectional connotation. The differences, in�sisted the editor of the Southern Presbyterian, were theological, not geographic. Yet, the passage of time made it difficult for Presbyterians in the South to justify their Church’s separate existence on any other than sectional grounds. Indeed, the Presbyterian Church in the United States came to be called most often, not by its official name, but by its common name, the Southern Presbyterian Church. See The Distinctive Principles of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, commonly called The Southern Presbyterian Church as Set Forth in the Formal Declarations, and Illustrated by Extracts from Proceedings of the Gen�eral Assembly, From 1861-1870 (Richmond: Presbyterian Committee of Publication, [1870]); Ernest Trice Thomp�son, “Presbyterians North and South—Efforts Toward Reunion,” Journal of Presbyterian History 43 (March 1965): 1-2; T. Erskine Clarke, “The History of Ecumenical Relations in the Southern Presby�ter�ian Church,” Minutes of the General As�sem�bly, Presbyterian Church, U. S. (1976): 1:469.


� Although the Confederate Presbyterian Church considered a union with Cumberland Presbyterians in the south, the idea was defeated in the Confederate General Assembly and thus never submitted to the Presby�teries for their consideration.


� This dealt with the responsibility to reimburse commissioners in the expenses incurred by their attendance upon the meetings of the church courts. No doubt this was intended to prompt congregations to fulfill their assessments for the General Assembly commissioner’s fund.


� James Durham West was born near Louisville, in Winston County, Miss., July 1, 1838, and attended the LaGrange Synodical College in Tennessee (1858-1862). He studied theology privately while in the Con�federate army, and was licensed by Cherokee Presbytery, serving churches, including Newton and Mont�rose in Central Mississippi (1855-1856), where he was ordained. He came to Chickasaw Presbytery to serve as pastor at Pontotoc and outlying churches (1866-1882), as well as Aberdeen and Okolona (1882-1886), after which he served as an evangelist in Central Mississippi Presbytery, followed by ministry in Texas, and further service in Central Mississippi. He spent his last years at Pensacola, Fla., and died in 1920 or 1921. Ministerial Directory, 760.


� Ever since the short-lived effort to establish a theological chair at Oakland College in the south part of the state, there had been interest in a school for theological education closer to Mississippi than either the semi�nary at Danville, Ky., or Columbia, S. C. The effort finally eventuated in the divinity school at South�west�ern Presbyterian University at Clarksville, Tenn. (1879). The university’s first chancellor was the Rev’d John N. Waddel, who had served in a similar capacity at the University of Mississippi. See Waller Ray Cooper, Southwestern at Mem�phis, 1848-1948 (Richmond: John Knox, 1949).


� Published at Mobile, Alabama, this was perhaps the closest Presbyterian newspaper to Chick�asaw Pres�by�tery.


� The effort to cultivate the grace of giving through an organized system for raising and distributing funds consumed much of the church’s effort in the latter half of the nineteenth century, with dramatic results.  See Presbyterians in the South, 2:420-26.


� Another claimed as a ministerial son of Zion Church, Tupelo, because it was there, during his prepa�ra�tions for ordination that schoolmaster P. F. Witherspoon aided him in the study of his Greek New Test�ament in the old log schoolhouse that stood in the church grove. He was named for President James Knox Polk, who was, of course a member of the Presbyterian Church. J. K. P. Newton (1843-1898) re�ceived his bachelor of arts from the University of Mississippi (1871), after which he attended Columbia Theological Seminary, completing his theological study privately under the tutelage of the Rev’d Franklin Patton. He was ordained by Chickasaw Presbytery to serve at Provi�dence Church, Shannon Miss. (1873-1886), also serv�ing as stated supply at Unity 1873-1886, and at Tupelo 1884-1886. From there he followed some of his compatriots in the Zion Church neighborhood to Texas, where he served two pastorates, residing there until his death. P. F. Witherspoon, “The Fruitage of Old Zion Church” and Ministerial Direc�tory, 1:537-538.


� The clerk’s turn of phrase echoing II Corinthians 5:18 is striking.


� The Confederate Church had continued use of the Form of Government of the undivided Old School Church with only minor revisions, e.g., the denominational name (see Chickasaw Presbytery Minutes 2:214-15). The General Assembly in 1866 had appointed a committee to prepare a revised Book of Church Order. A revised Form of Government with Rules of Dis�cipline was finally adopted in 1879.


� A church at Iuka was organized in 1872. See Mrs. Lyle M. McDonald, “History of the Iuka Presbyterian Church,” unpublished paper (dated c. 1970) in the historical files of the St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center.


� Erskine Clarke has remarked at the way Southern Presbyterians appropriated the Hebrew concept of Zion, which represented the theocratic kingdom of God on earth in an almost utopian way. The phrase was com�monly used by Southern Presbyterians to speak of the Church, especially their Church, in an idealized, often triumphalistic way. See Erskine Clarke, Our Southern Zion: A History of Calvinism in the South Carolina Low Country, 1690-1990 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1996). By the same token, it is clear that the post-war presbytery did not undertake mission work within its own bounds with either the zeal or effectiveness that is seen in these minutes in the era of the 1840s and ‘50s. 


� Readers of a latter day will recall that the official name for the Methodist denomination in the region was the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.


� The congregation, originally called Euphronia, was located in what is now Prentiss County.


� The Presbytery of Tuscumbia was a small presbytery with churches located in the vicinity of the North Alabama city after which it was named. 


� Benjamin Niles Sawtell (1830-1872), received his education at Hanover College, Princeton Theological Seminary, and Union Seminary in Virginia. He was ordained by Arkansas Presbytery, serving at Batesville, Ark. (1856-1861), after which he served in Tuscumbia (1861-1872). Minister�ial Direc�tory, 632.


� Morrow (1808-1885), hailed from Greeneville, Ala., and was educated at Centre College in Kentucky, Princeton Theological Seminary and Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. He served as a missionary to the Creek Nation in Alabama, before being ordained an evangelist in 1837 by Tombeckbee Presbytery. He was superintendent of the public schools and a missionary in Morgan County, Ala., at the time that his churches were received into Chickasaw Presbytery, and he later served the churches at Decatur and Hart�selle (1870-1884). He authored a book entitled “Blow at the Root of Scientific Infidelity.” Minister�ial Direc�tory, 520.


� Edward Ogelvie Frierson (1832-1889) was born in Williamsburg County, S. C., and was educated at Oglethorpe University and Columbia Theological Seminary (1855-1858). Ordained by Florida presbytery, he served at Madison and Palatka, before returning to serve the Williamsburg Church at Kingstree, S. C. (1860-1868), after which he came to Courtland, Ala. (1868-1871), and Florence (1871-1877), before mov�ing to Nashville, Norfolk, Va., and Laurens, S. C. for further service before his death, July 19, 1889. Minis�terial Directory, 235.


� Congregations in the former Tuscumbia Presbytery.


� Alexander Penland was born about 1818 and was a teacher before entering the ministry. He was licensed by West Tennessee Presbytery and ordained by it (1848), serving churches in the Tuscumbia Presbytery at various locations throughout his career. Ministerial Directory, 565.


� This section had declared that “where two or more congregations are united under one pastor, all such congregations shall have but one elder to represent them.” Enforcement of this provision had resulted in bad feeling within the Presbytery during its early years. The change was approved by the presbyteries and eliminated from the Form of Government.


� In the 1860s, the larger churches in the presbytery were College (142), Lebanon (135), Water Valley (89), Hopewell (87), and Ripley (78). Statistics from Wilson, 42.


� David Alonzo Todd (1837-1902), received his bachelor of arts at South Carolina College (now the Uni�ver�sity of South Carolina), and Columbia Theological Seminary. He served in Chickasaw Presbytery (1870-1882), including Guntown, Miss., Tupelo, Hebron, Gaston, and Baldwyn. He returned to South Car�o�lina for the remainder of his career. Ministerial Directory, 719.


� That is, the University of Mississippi.


� The Oxford Church was transferred to the North Mississippi Presbytery, April 14, 1876.


� In this era Zion was still the stronger congregation with 69 communicants, whereas Tupelo had but 13!


� Already there was tension between pastors and Sabbath schools. Not until 1879 did the Book of Church Order to assert that the Sunday school, as all other church programs and activities, lay under the express supervision and control of the session.


� No doubt the committee had in mind the case of the Rev’d A.M. Mooney for whom compassionate pro�vis�ion had been made at a recent meeting.


� In this era concerns arose that Sabbath schools were displacing religious instruction out of the home. Moreover, some objected to the separation of parents and children in church meetings, and decried the tendency of some children to attend only the Sabbath school and not remain for divine service. See Presby�terians in the South, 2:340.





