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Volume 3rd
Minutes of the Presbytery of Chickasaw

Permanent Docket for Business

1st
Roll of Members furnished the Moderator.

2nd
Election of Moderator & Temporary Clerk.

3rd
Reading the Minutes of Last Sessions of Presbytery.

4th
Appointment of Committee on Devotional Exercises.

5th 
Report of Standing Committees on Missions, Foreign and Domestic

6th
Fall Meeting—Nominate Commissioners to Assembly.

7th 
Spring Meeting—Elect Commissioners.

8th
Appointment of Committees on Sessional Records.

9th
[Deleted.]

10th 
Preaching Doctrinal Sermon and New Appointments [for future sermons]

11th 
Spring Meeting—Report of Trustees of P[ontotoc] F[emale] College.

12th 
Report & Appointment of Supplies

13th
Fall Meeting—Report of Commissioners to Assembly.

14th
Appointment of Committee on Minutes.

15th 
Free Conversation & Appointment [of] Committee on Narrative to A[ssembly]

16th 
Call for Papers, Overtures & Statistics from the Churches.

17th 
Spring Meeting—Collection [for] Commissioners’ Fund.

18th
Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund.

19th 
Place of Next Meeting.

20th
Statistical Report to Gen. Assembly.

21st 
Fall Meeting—Collection of Synodical Tax.
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List of Ministers & Churches, April 1870.

1.
Thomas C. Stuart.



Bethany, Ebenezer.

2.
A. M. Mooney
.



New Hope, Corinth.

3.
William A. Gray.



Ripley, Walnut Creek.

4.
Jno. N. Waddel, D.D.



Hopewell, Oxford.

5.
F. Patton.




Zion, Pontotoc.

6.
O. F. Rogers.




Harmony.

7.
Thomas Morrow.



Somerville, Palmyra.

8.
William H. Mitchell, D.D.


Florence, Decatur.

9.
Alex. Penland.




Ebenezer, M.D., Fairview.

10.
J. L. Harris.




Providence & Unity.

11.
J. A. Kimmons.



New Albany & Monroe.

12.
B. N. Sawtelle
.



Tuscumbia & Moulton.

13.
J. H. Gaillard.




Tupelo & Oak Forest.

14.
J. D. West.




Hebron & Tallahatchie.

15.
D. A. Todd.




Sarepta & Gaston.

16.
E. O. Frierson.




Courtland & Union Springs.








Lebanon.  Booneville.
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Zion Church

April 15th, 1870

11 o’clock

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment & was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. E. O. Frierson
 from I Timothy 4:8. After sermon, presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

T. C. Stuart.





P. F. Witherspoon, Pontotoc.

Wm. A. Gray.





James Rogan, Ripley.

F. Patton.





W. D. Peden, Bethany.

J. A. Kimmons.




S. W. Newell, Oak Forest.

B. N. Sawtelle.




M. B. Park, Providence.

E. O. Frierson.





Le Roy Huston, Palmyra.

J. H. Gaillard.





J. C. Baker, Courtland.

J. D. West.





D. McFarland, Hopewell.

D. A. Todd.





J. M. Blake, Walnut Creek.








Wm. Horen, Zion.








J. M. Dozier, Harmony.








Wm. A. Minter, Ebenezer.








R. S. Stewart, Tupelo.








J. P. Morison, Lebanon.








R. R. Morrison, New Hope.








A. M. Robinson, Hebron.








L. B. Thornton, Tuscumbia.

Rev. B. N. Sawtelle
 was chosen Moderator & J. C. Baker Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery took recess for one hour.

After recess resumed business.

The minutes of the last stated meeting & the special meeting ordered by the Synod
 at Water Valley were read.
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Rev. J. H. Gaillard & Wm Horen were appointed a Committee on Devotional Exercises.

Rev. W. A. Campfield of the Methodist Episcopal Ch. was invited to sit as a corres​pond​ing member.

Rev. F. Patton rendered reasons for his absence from the last two stated meetings of Pres., which were sustained.

11 o’clock was appointed as the hour for Rev. J. D. West to preach & Sabbath afternoon for Rev. F. Patton to preach on the subjects previously assigned them.

Rev. F. Patton, E. O. Frierson, J. H. Gaillard & Elders D. McFarland, P. F. Witherspoon, & J. C. Baker were appointed a committee to bring in a minute touching the new Book of Ch. Order.

Rev. J. D. West with Rev. E. O. Frierson as alternate was elected Commissioner to the approaching meeting of the Gen. Assembly at Louisville, Ky. Ruling Elder J. B. Thorn​ton lay commissioner, with B. M. Faris as alternate.

The following committees were appointed for the examination of sessional records (to wit):

On the sessional records of Hebron C., Rev. T. C. Stuart & P. F. Witherspoon. Oak Forest, Wm A. Gray and W. D. Peden. New Hope, Patton & Rogan. Ebenezer, Kimmons & Newell. Providence, Frierson & Park. Pontotoc, Todd & Thornton. Corinth, West & McFarland. Palmyra, Gray &
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Baker. Harmony, Patton & Horen. Hopewell, Kimmons & Dozier. Lebanon, Frierson & Minter. Tuscumbia, West & Stewart. Courtland, Todd & J. P. Morrison. Zion, Patton & R. R. Morrison. Tupelo, West & Robison.

The annual report from the Trustees of Pontotoc F[emale] C[ollegiate] Institute was submitted to Pres. Upon which report, Gray, Patton & Witherspoon were appointed a special committee.

Brethren appointed to supply our vacancies reported compliance, at the same time, giving information as to the condition of the churches supplied.

Gray, Frierson & Dozier were appointed a committee on supplies.

To-morrow morning was appointed as the hour, at 9 o’clock, to hold a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds & brethren Kimmons, Todd & Minter were appointed a committee on the narrative to the Assembly.

Letters were received from Rev. A. M. Mooney and Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., assigning reasons for their absence from our present sessions which were sustained.

Brother J. M. Rupert of Unity Ch. presented a complaint against the session of Unity Ch., which was referred to a committee consisting of Kimmons, Gaillard, & Park.

Pres. resolved that when it adjourns it will adjourn to meet in Corinth.
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29th Oct., 

11 o’clock a.m.

The committee appointed to install Rev. J. A. Kimmons as pastor of New Hope Ch. reported that that duty had bee performed.

The com. on Sabbath schools appointed at our last meeting, reported, which report was received, & committed into [the] hands of a special committee, to examine with a view to its publication, said com.  consisting of Todd, Patton, & Witherspoon.

The presbyterial Com. on Education reported, the report was received and approved. The report represents that our four candidates, F. M. Howell, in the Seminary at Columbia, J. K. P. Newton, R. O. B. Morrow, & S. W. Newell were all doing well, & making com​mendable progress, that for their support presbytery was drawing from the Central Com​mittee $800, & urges that presbytery do all it can to prevent our being a pensioner upon the bounty of the Com. at Richmond, to as great extent as we have been.

Rev. W. A. Gray, & Elders R. S. Stewart & J. C. Baker were appointed a committee to prepare a report to the Gen. Assembly, upon the subject of Systematic Benevolence.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock: closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning,

8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met, & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

The hour having arrived for the order of the day (viz.), to hold a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds, Pres. held said conversation.

L. B. Thornton, Elder from Tuscumbia, appeared in Pres., and giving reasons for tardi​ness, which were sustained, took his seat.

A letter from Rev. Wm H. Mitchell, D.D., assigning reasons for absence from the present sessions of Pres. was received, & his reasons were sustained.

The hour of 11 o’clock having arrived Pres. heard a sermon from Rev. J. D. West, upon the subject previously assigned, from I Cor. 12:13.

Pres. took recess for one hour.

After recess resumed business. 

The committees upon the sessional records, severally reported; the reports were received & adopted.

Rev. J. T. Borah of the Cumberland Pres. Ch., being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The Com. On Supplies reported. The report was received & adopted and is as follows.

Sawtelle to preach 1 Sabbath at Palmyra & Iuka.
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Frierson to preach 1 Sabbath at Palmyra & Iuka.

Harrison to preach 1 Sabbath at Fairview & Somerville.

Penland to preach 1 Sabbath at Fairview & Somerville.

Mitchell to preach 1 Sabbath at Decatur & Ebenezer M.D.

Waddel to preach 1 Sabbath at Lebanon.

Patton to preach 1 Sabbath at Sarepta & Tallahatchie.

Kimmons to preach 1 Sabbath at Oak Forest & Unity.

Rogers to preach 1 Sabbath at Unity.

Gaillard to preach 1 Sabbath at New Albany.

Gray two Sabbaths at Tallahatchie.

The Com. appointed upon the report of the trustees of the Pontotoc F. C. Institute made the following report which was received & adopted (viz.) Your Com. would respectfully report & recommend that W. W. Leland, Jos. Wiley, and W. L. Lawrence, whose terms of office now expires, be re-elected, and that presbytery, in accordance with the provis​ions of the Charter, elect 9 additional trustees (viz.) Wm A. Gray, J. N. Waddel, D.D., Hon. Jeff. Wilson, D. McFarland, Dr. Geo. Little, E. O. Frierson, S. Daggett, Col. C. W. Martin & S. W. Wardlaw. Your com. would further recommend that application be made to the Legislature, to so amend the charter as to change the corporate name of our College from that of Pontotoc Female Collegiate Institute to that of Chickasaw Female College, and further to so amend the Charter as to authorize the trustees to hold prop-
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erty, amounting in value to $100,000.

The presbyterial Com. on Sustentation reported; the report was received and approved.

The Com. on Publication reported; the report was received and approved.

The Com. on Publication recommended that Pres. endeavour to raise $400 with a view to carrying on the work of Colportage, either through agency of a presbyterial evangelist, if one can be had, otherwise through a colporteur, that steps be taken immediately to employ a colporteur. In accordance with the above recommendation, a committee of 3 was appointed, consisting of Rev. J. H. Gaillard, L. B. Thornton, & P. F. Witherspoon, to secure the $400 above-mentioned if practicable.

The report of the Com. on Sabbath schools was recommitted to the Com. to be reported upon at the next meeting of presbytery.

The standing com. appointed at the last meeting of Pres. to suggest the names of suitable persons to be useful as lay exhorters, would respectfully submit the following names: L. B. Thornton, J. C. Baker, 
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P. F. Witherspoon, W. L. Lorance, B. M. Faris, H. A. Barr, & W. V. Frierson.

The report was received and after some discussion, its further consideration was post​poned till the next meeting of Pres.

The Com. on the Book of Ch. Order, reported, the report was received, and after some discussion, the following was adopted as a substitute. Resolved: that this Pres. reject the new Book of Ch. Order, being satisfied that if there are any defects old, they can be reached by amendments.

M. B. Park & Wm Horen had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of presbytery.

The Cooperation of Divine and Human Agency in Man’s Salvation was chosen as the subject for the doctrinal sermon, to be preached at our next meeting by Rev. A. Penland.

Bro. Sawtelle who had been directed to write Bro. Harris, upon the subject of his non-attendance upon the meetings of Pres. Reported that he had so written, but had received no answer. Whereupon, the Stated Clerk was requested to write to Bro. Harris, & urge upon him the duty of attending our [next meeting] in Corinth, or in case of providential hindrance, giving reasonable excuse for absence.
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The Com. on the Narrative reported. The report was received, & adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly. 

The Com. appointed to make effort to raise $400 for the work of colportage reported that $138 had been already paid in. Bro. Gaillard, chairman of said com. was empowered to employ a colporteur to sell the books of our Board of Publication.

The com. appointed upon the complaint against the session of Unity Ch. made the fol​lowing report, which was received & adopted. Your com. upon the complaint of J. M. Rupert against the session of Unity Church recommend to that no action be taken in the matter.

The churches being called upon through the elders, as to their faithfulness in meeting their pecuniary obligations to their pastors reported as follows.

Pontotoc paid in full.

Bethany not paid.

Palmyra paid for 10 sermons.

Hopewell full amount not paid.

Walnut Cr. a small balance unpaid.

Zion paid in full.

Harmony paid in full.

Ebenezer paid in part.

Tupelo paid in part.

Lebanon, a little behind.
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Hebron part paid.

Courtland paid except about $100.

Bro. West read a letter from Dr. Wilson in reference to ministerial support, which was referred to the Com. on Sustentation, with directions to have the same published.

Minutes read & approved.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Corinth on Saturday, Oct’r 29th, at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction.

J. C. Baker,





B. N. Sawtelle, Mod.

Temporary Clk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment in Corinth, Miss., Oct. 29th 1870, 11 o’clock a.m. 

A sermon was preached by the moderator, Rev. B. N. Sawtelle from John 18:23.

After sermon presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

Wm A. Gray.





Wm A. Boyd, Ripley.

A. Penand.





Adam Braddock, W[alnut] Creek.

J. A. Kimmons.




R. M. Patton, Florence.

B. N. Sawtelle.




L. B. Thornton, Tuscumbia.

J. H. Gaillard.





W. J. Moore, Palmyra.

J. D. West.





Jno. C. Baker, Union Springs.

D. A. Todd.





R. Kirkpatrick, Zion.








J. M. Simpson, New Albany.








J. W. Cumby, Corinth.








J. R. Savage, Bethany.








Jno. Campbell, Ebenezer.








D. McFarland, Hopewell.

Ministers absent: T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, Thomas Morrow, J. N. Waddel, D.D., Wm H. Mitchell, D.D., F. Patton, J. L. Harris, O. F. Rogers, & E. O. Frierson. 

Churches not represented: Pontotoc, Monroe, Lebanon, Sarepta, Oak Forest, Harmony, Tupelo, Unity, Providence, New Hope, Fairview, Somerville, Ebenezer, M.D., Decatur, Courtland, Moulton, Oxford, Hebron, Tallahatchie, Gaston.
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Rev. Jno. A. Kimmons was chosen moderator and L. B. Thornton temporary clerk.

Presbytery took recess till 1 ½ o’clock. 








After recess resumed business. 

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read. A letter from Rev. J. L. Harris was read giving reasons for his non-attendance at previous & present sessions of Pres.which were sustained.

A letter from Rev. J. N. Waddel was received, giving reasons for absence from the pres​ent sessions of presbytery, which were sustained.

J. W. Frazer, Elder from Tupelo, James Lusk, from New Hope, & D. H. McCutchen, Oxford, [and] A. M. Robinson from Hebron, appeared in presbytery, giving reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Rev. D. A. Todd & Jno. Cumby were appointed a Com. on Devotional Exercises.

The Com. on Foreign Missions reported; report received and approved.

Rev. J. D. West & L. B. Thornton, commissioners to Gen. Assembly, made their reports to Pres., which were approved.

Rev. O. F. Rogers appeared in Pres. and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained. As also Jno. Campbell, Elder from Ebenezer & I. N. White from Pontotoc, gave reasons which were sustained.

Rev. E. O. Frierson was nominated com-
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missioner to next Gen. Assembly as principal with Rev. W. A. Gray as alternate. R. M. Patton as principal lay commissioner, with D. McFarland alternate.

Rev. A. Penland not being now prepared to preach the doctrinal sermon as per ap​point​ment, was directed to preach it at next meeting of presbytery.

Rev. A. Penland reported the church at Decatur as reorganized, & it was ordered placed on the roll.

Rev. B. N. Sawtelle, Rev. A. Penland & L. B. Thornton were appointed a committee to ascertain the boundary line of the Synod of Memphis, between this Pres. & North Ala. Pres. & report to next Presbytery.

Brethren Sawtelle, Penland, Kimmons, Rogers, & Gray reported that they had performed the duty assigned them as supplies. Rev. J. H. Gaillard, that he had been providentially hindered, & Rev. D. A. Todd that he had failed. Rev. A. Penland, Rev. J. D. West and J. W. Frazer were appointed a Committee on Supplies.

Rev. W. A. Gray [and] Rev. B. W. Sawtelle were appointed a Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly.

A communication was received from Rev. Dr. Baird, chairman of the Committees of Education & Publication, which was read & placed in the hands of the presbyterial Comms. of
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Education & Publication.

A call for the pastoral services of Rev. B. N. Sawtelle was presented to Pres. from the Presbyterian Ch. of Tuscumbia, and being found in order, was placed in the hands of Bro. Sawtelle.

On motion the collection to be taken up on Sabbath in the Churches here was ordered to be appropriated to aid in building the Church at Corinth.

Presbytery adjourned till 9 o’clock, Monday morning.









Closed with prayer.








Monday morning, Oct 31st 








9 o’clock a. m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment. After spending half an hour in devotional exer​cises, the minutes of Saturday were read & approved.

Rev. W. H. Mitchell, D.D., Rev. F. Patton and Dr McFarland, Elder from Hopewell appeared in Pres., and giving reasons for tardiness, whish were sustained, took their seats.

Rev. J. H. Rosamond of the Pres. of Memphis & Rev. J. W. Honnell of the Methodist E. Ch., being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

West, Penland & Kirkpatrick were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative to Synod.

The roll being called, ministers & elders made a verbal report as to the state of the churches under their care.
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Elders R. M. Patton, P. H. McCutcheon, & Rev. W. H. Mitchell obtained leave of ab​sence from the remaining sessions of Pres., after 4 o’clock p.m.








Took recess until two o’clock.

Pres. resumed business. The following resolutions were passed in relation to the duty of sessions sending up written reports of the state of the churches to Pres. annually.

1st Resolved: That it be made the duty of the session of each Ch. within the bounds of this Pres. to prepare annually a brief narrative of the state of religion, stating the progress of Christ’s Kingdom in the Ch. of which they are officers: the number of additions to the mem​bership, by profession of faith, & by certificate during the ecclesiastical year; whe​ther they have a weekly prayer meeting & Sabbath school; whether the congregation contributes liberally, according to its means, to the benevolent operations of our Ch., and to the support of the gospel ministry; and setting forth such other facts relative to the spread of religion, as they in their wisdom deem proper.

Resolved 2nd: That a copy of said narrative shall be forwarded to this Pres. at each fall meeting. 

Resolved 3rd: That Pres. appoint at
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each fall meeting, a committee to prepare from said narratives, a narrative of Pres. to Synod.

After considering the subject of lay preaching, whose consideration was deferred on the last to the present meeting, the following action was had. Whereas no such office as that of Lay Exhorter, is known in our Confession of Faith; Therefore resolved, that the busi​ness before the Pres. be indefinitely postponed.

Hopewell Ch. was chosen as the place of the next meeting of Presbytery.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.








Closed with prayer.








Tuesday, 9 o’clock a.m.








Nov. 1st 1870.

Met pursuant to adjournment & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

A communication from Rev. E. O. Frierson was received, giving reasons for absence from our present sessions, which reasons were sustained.

F. M. Howell

The following were assigned Mr. F. M. Howell, as parts of trial, precedent to licensure:

For Latin thesis: an sit Christus Jesus?

Critical Exercise: John 1:1-5.

Popular Lecture: Matt. 5: 3-10.

Sermon: Romans 10:3-4.

Rev. B. N. Sawtelle signified his acceptance of the call to become the pastor of
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Tuscumbia. Whereupon Rev. E. O. Frierson was appointed to preach the sermon, and give the charge to the pastor. Rev. J. A. Kimmons his alternate. Rev. W. H. Mitchell, to deliver the charge to the people, with Rev. A. Penland as his alternate.

The com. appointed to prepare a narrative for Synod reported; the report was accepted & adopted, & was ordered to be forwarded to Synod.

The com. appointed upon the communication of Dr. Baird reported; the report was re​ceived and adopted.

Rev. O. F. Rogers, J. W. Frazer, J. M. Simpson, & A. M. Robinson, obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of presbytery.

The report of the Com. on Sabbath Schools was received & adopted. 

The report of the Com. on Supplies was received & adopted, as follows:

Penland & Frierson 1 Sab. each at Ebenezer.

Penland & Blackburn 1 Sab. each at Somerville.

Penland, Blackburn & Sawtelle 1 Sab. each at Fairview.

Mitchell & Penland 1 Sab. each at Decatur.

Frierson & Sawtelle 1 Sab. each at Palmyra.

Mitchell & Kimmons 1 Sab. each at Iuka.

Rogers & West 1 Sab. each at Oak Forest.

Gaillard & Patton 1 Sab. each at Sarepta.

Gray & Patton 1 Sab. each at Tallahatchie.

Rogers & Todd 1 Sab. each at Unity.

Todd & Gaillard 1 Sab. each at New Albany.

West 1 Sab. at Monroe.
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Kimmons 1 Sab. at Ozark.

Kimmons, Todd, Sawtelle & Frierson 1 Sab. each at Corinth.

The Com. on Sustentation reported; the report was received & adopted.

Evangelism

Presbytery held an interlocutory meeting to consider the best means to support an evan​gelist.

Resumed business. It was resolved to raise $1,000 by subscription, & contributions from vacant churches, for the support of an Evangelist. The following amounts were then subscribed with the understanding, that the Evangelist be instructed to call upon the vacant chs he visits, to contribute to his support, & in case they fail to raise $1,000 & traveling expenses, the parties whose names appear in the following list bind themselves for such a portion of the amounts opposite their names, as shall be necessary to secure the full salary. Presbytery estimated the traveling expenses at 25 per cent of the amount col​lected from the vacant churches.

L. B. Thornton & B. N. Sawtelle

$100.00

R. M. Patton & W. H. Mitchell

  100.00

James D. West




  100.00

James H. Gaillard



  100.00

D. McFarland & F. Patton


    50.00

R. Kirkpatrick




    50.00

W. A. Gray




    50.00

J. N. Waddel




    50.00

J. A. Kimmons



    50.00

[21]

John C. Baker




  $25.00

D. A. Todd




    25.00

A. Penland




    25.00

J. W. Cumby




    25.00

John Campbell



    25.00

Miss Josie Wilson



    25.00

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was unanimously chosen Evangelist, & Rev. J. D. West was directed by Pres. to ask the consent of Zion Ch. that Bro. Gaillard act as such.

Adam Braddock, J. W. Moore, & Wm A. Boyd, had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Presbytery took recess till after divine service this evening.

After recess resumed business. The Com. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly reported. The re​port was received & adopted.

It was resolved that the 1st quarter to our evangelist be paid on the 1st of January 1871.

Leave was granted Bro. Blackburn to preach, within the bounds of this presbytery.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, D. A. Todd, & R. Kirkpatrick were appointed a standing committee on Sabbath schools.

It was resolved that in order to accomplish the work enjoined by our Assembly, to reach all our churches in behalf of Sustentation, B. N. Sawtelle be required to visit, 
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in person or by substitute, all the churches in what was formerly Tuscumbia Pres., includ​ing Iuka & Corinth, & J. D. West be required to attend to the same work in old Chick​asaw Pres.

The statistical report of Pres. to Synod was presented by the Stated Clerk. It was received & adopted, & ordered to be forwarded to Synod.

It was resolved to have the minutes of the present meeting of Pres. published in pamphlet form. The chairman of publican was required to attend to having them printed, ascertain the amount necessary & collect from the churches.

The standing rule requiring Presbytery to meet on Friday, was so changed as to have it meet on Thursday instead of Friday.

A vote of thanks was tendered to the citizens of Corinth for their courtesy & kindness to members of Pres. and to the members of the M. E. Church & Cumberland Pres. Church, for the use of their houses of worship.

It was resolved that we now adjourn to meet at the call of the Moderator during the ses​sions of Synod in Memphis. The minutes of to-day were read & approved. 

Closed with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.

B. L. Thornton,




J. A. Kimmons, Mod.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, S. Clerk.
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Second Church, Memphis








Nov. 11th 1870.

Pres. met at the call of the Moderator. Ministers present as at the regular meeting, with the addition of J. N. Waddel, D.D., Elders R. Kirkpatrick, L. B. Thornton, R. M. Pattton, and A. J. Suggs. Constituted with prayer.

On motion it was resolved that any person contributing fifty cents, and any family con​tributing one dollar to the cause of publication, be entitled to a copy of the Minutes of this Presbytery.

Adjourned to meet at Hopewell, on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath of April next, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.

L. B. Thornton,




J. A. Kimmons, Mod.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm  A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Hopewell Ch., 








April 13th 1871.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met, pursuant to adjournment, April 13th, 11 o’clock a.m. and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. J. A. Kimmons, from II Peter 1:5, 6, 7. After sermon, Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Ministers present.




Elders.

Wm A. Gray.





John Foster, Hopewell.

Jno. N. Waddel, D.D.




P. H. McCutchen, Oxford.

F. Patton.





T. T. Roland, Tuscumbia.

J. A. Kimmons.




W. A. Minter, Booneville.

B. N. Sawtelle.




R. M. Patton, Florence.

O. F. Rogers.





N. A. Langford, Zion.

J. D. West.





J. R. Gray, Harmony.








W. L. Lorance, Tupelo.








J. M. Paine, Corinth.








J. P. Morrison, Lebanon.

Ministers absent: T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, Thomas Morrow, W. H. Mitchell, J. H. Harris, A. Penland, E. O. Frierson, J. H. Gaillard, [and] D. A. Todd.

Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock.

2 ½ o’clock, resumed business. Rev. Wm A. Gray was elected Moderator and Rev. B. N. Sawtelle Temporary Clerk. 

Rev. E. Cater of North Miss. Pres., being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The minutes of the last stated meeting were read.

A letter from Rev. A. Penland assigning reasons for absence from the present sessions of pres-
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bytery was received, which were sustained.

A report from the standing committee on Sabbath Schools was read, received and com​mitted to a special committee consisting of F. Patton, J. N. Waddel & T. T. Rowland to prepare a report to the Gen. Assembly.

The report of Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Evangelist of this Pres. was read, received, and was referred to a special committee, consisting of Rev. J. D. West, Rev. O. F. Rogers and W. Lorance, to prepare a report upon the subject of evangelism, to be presented to Pres.

The standing committee on Colportage reported. The report was received, and referred to a special committee, consisting of Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Rev. F. Patton and P. H. Mc​Cutchen.

The following coms were appointed to examine sessional records:

On the records of Tuscumbia, J. D. West & N. A. Langford.

Pontotoc, O. F. Rogers & W. A. Minter.

Oxford, B. N. Sawtelle & J. R. Gray.

Tupelo, F. Patton & J. H. Paine.

Harmony, J. A. Kimmons & J. Foster.
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Corinth, J. N. Waddel & T. T. Rowland.

Hopewell, O. F. Rogers & D. H. McCutchen.

Zion, F. Patton & J. R. Gray.

Sarepta, J. A. Kimmons & W. A. Minter.

Oak Forest, F. Patton & J. M. Paine.

Lebanon, J. D. West & T. T. Rowland.

Rev. A. Penland, not being present, was continued as principal, to preach the doctrinal sermon, upon the subject previously assigned him, at the next stated meeting, if present & Rev. O. F. Rogers was appointed his alternate.

The committee on [the] boundary line between this Pres. and the Pres. of North Ala., reported. The report was received & approved, as follows: It appears from the minutes of the Gen. Assembly 1868, page 13, that the southern boundary of the state of Tennessee from the point where it crosses the Tennessee River, eastern to the east line of Ala. be the boundary between the Synod of Nashville & the Synod of Memphis; with the exception that Madison Co., in the state of Ala. to within five miles along the northern branch of the Tenn. River, shall be included in the Synod of Nashville. 

To-morrow at 2 o’clock p.m. was chosen as the time to hear a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds, & Rev. J. N. Waddel & W. L. Lorance were ap​pointed a committee to prepare a narrative to Gen. Assembly.

Pres. adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow
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morning. 

Closed with prayer.

Friday, April 14th,

9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met, and spent half an hour in devotional exercises.

Elder S. W. Newell from Oak Forest Ch. appeared in Pres. & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

A letter was received from Rev. Thomas Morrow, assigning reasons for absence from [the] present sessions of Pres., which were sustained.

The committees on the following church records reported—reports received and adopted (viz.) Tuscumbia, Harmony, Sarepta, Hopewell, Pontotoc, Oak Forest, Corinth, Oxford, Tupelo, & Zion.

Rev. J. D. West & Rev. B. N. Sawtelle reported compliance with the resolution of Pres. requiring them to visit in person or by substitute the churches, in behalf of Sustentation, within the bounds of this Pres.

J. P. Morrison, Elder from Lebanon, appeared & gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Rev. O. F. Rogers reported the organization of a church at Booneville, consisting of 20 members, to be called Booneville. The church was received, and taken under the care of Pres.

A call from the church at Booneville for the pastoral services of Rev. O. F. Rogers was received, and being found in order, was placed in his hands.
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A report from the trustees of Chickasaw Female College was presented, received, and adopted.

On motion, the trustees of Chickasaw College, whose term of office now expires, were re​elected (viz.) G. Reneau, W. W. Leland, J. Wiley, W. A. Gray, & J. N. Waddel, D.D.

Pres. took recess till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock p.m. 

Pres resumed business. Rev. W. H. Mitchell, D.D., appeared in Pres., & gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained. R. M. Patton, Elder from Florence, appeared in Pres. & gave reasons for tardiness, which were received.

Pres. then held a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

Rev. W. H. Mitchell, D.D., made application for the dissolution of the pastoral relation be​tween himself and the Florence Ch. The church concurring, his request was granted, and the church declared vacant.

The committee reported on the report of our evangelist reported; the report was received, and pending discussion upon said report, Presbytery adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 








Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning,

9 o’clock.

Pres. met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read and approved.
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Presbytery resumed the consideration of the report of the special committee on the report of our evangelist. The report was adopted as follows: Your committee would respectfully recommend 1st That the full amount subscribed by each individual be paid, by quarterly installments, in advance. 2nd That the contributions from vacant churches, after a suffi​cient amount has been added to the individual subscription list to make traveling ex​penses and $1,000.00, be used as an evangelistic fund for employing a second evan​gelist. 3rd That we as ministers and members of this presbytery, show our faith in God, and con​fidence in God’s people, by pledging ourselves, insure $1,000.00 and the use of ½ of the colportage fund to each of two evangelists, to labor within our bounds, provided as much as $600. can be secured from our vacant churches by the fall meeting of Pres. 4th That the usual supplies to vacant churches be required to co-operate with the evangelists, by filling their appointments at the time of his visit, that protracted meetings may be held, and that the evangelist notify the supply of the time, at least one month before the ap​point​ment.

Rev. W. H. Mitchell, O. F. Rogers, John Foster, and T. T. Roland were appointed [a] Com. on Supplies.
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Rev. O. F. Rogers signified his acceptance of the call from the Booneville Ch. for one-fourth [of] his time. Rev. J. A. Kimmons was appointed to preach the sermon & deliver the charge to the pastor, & Rev. B. N. Sawtelle to deliver the charge to the people, and propound the constitutional questions.

The report of the presbyterial Committee on Sustentation was presented, received & adopted.

The report of the special com. upon the report of the Standing Com. of Publication was of​fered, received, & adopted.

The report on colportage was presented, received & adopted, as follows: 1st That Pres​bytery express their utmost confidence in Rev. J. H. Gaillard and their entire satisfaction with the judicious management of the colportage fund. 2nd That the whole fund, together with the books on hand, remain for the present in the hands of Rev. J. H Gaillard. 3rd. Should God in his providence open the way for another evangelist in our bounds, then this fund, with the books on hand, be equally divided between them, to be used as presby​tery may direct.

The com. appointed to install Rev. B. N. Sawtelle pastor of Tuscumbia Ch. reported com​pliance.

[31]

A call for the pastoral services of Rev. F. Patton, for half his time, was received from the church of Tupelo; and also a request for his services for half his time as stated supply from Zion Church. The call from Tupelo being found in order was placed in Brother Patton’s hands. Bro. Patton signifying his acceptance of the call from Tupelo, and his disposition to accede to the request from Zion, Pres. proceeded to make arrangements for his installation over Tupelo, by appointing Rev. J. D. West, to preach the sermon & deliver the charge to the pastor, & Rev. O. F. Rogers to deliver the charge to the people, & propound the constitutional questions.

On motion the pastoral relation between Rev. J. H. Gaillard & the Zion Ch. was dis​solved, he having engaged in the work of evangelism, with the consent of his people.

The Rev. E. O. Frierson was elected a commissioner to the approaching Gen. Assembly, with Rev. Wm A. Gray as alternate.

Rev. J. N. Waddel was appointed to represent Pres. in the educational convention, to be held in Huntsville, on the Monday before the meeting of the Assembly.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons, S. W. Newell & R. M. Patton were appointed a committee to assess the churches, to raise [the] commissioner’s fund.

Florence was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Suspending the standing rule fixing the time of boundary, the time was so changed as to require Pres. to meet on the Saturday before the next meeting of the Synod 
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of Memphis, at 11 o’clock a.m.

It was resolved to hold an adjourned meeting in Pontotoc, to meet June 14th, 4 o’clock p.m.

The Committee on Supplies reported; the report was received and adopted, as follows: Brethren Mitchell, Frierson and Penland one Sabbath each at Decatur.

Frierson, Morrow, & Sawtelle, one Sabbath each at Palmyra.

Sawtelle & Mitchell, one Sabbath each at Iuka.

Patton & Kimmons, one Sabbath each at New Albany.

Waddel & Patton, one Sabbath each at Lebanon.

West & Waddel, one Sabbath each at Sarepta.

West & Kimmons, one Sabbath each at Oak Forest.

Todd & Rogers, one Sabbath each at Unity.

Rogers, one Sabbath at Ozark.

Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock.
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Presbytery resumed business. The committee on Assessment reported; the report was rec’d and adopted, as follows: Ripley $3. Florence $3. Hopewell $3. Tuscumbia $3. Harmony $2. New Hope $2. Lebanon $2. Hebron $1. Ebenezer $1. Monroe $1. Tupelo $2. Zion $3. Corinth $1. Bethany $1. Oak Forest $1. Gaston $1. Unity $1. Sarepta $1. Union Springs $1. Fairview $1. Sommerville $1. Providence $1. Ebenezer M.D. $1. Walnut Creek $1. Palmyra $1. New Albany $1. Booneville $1.

The statistical report to the Gen. Assembly was presented by the Stated Clerk, was re​ceived, adopted, & ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly. 

The Standing Rule requiring ministers & elders to report, at our spring sessions, as to their faithfulness, in the discharge of their relative duties, was repealed, and the following resolution was adopted (viz.) that the session of each church be required to send to [the] spring meeting of Pres. a financial report by the hands of the delegate.

The committee on report of Sabbath Schools to Gen. Assembly reported; the report was received and adopted.

The committee appointed to prepare a narrative to Gen. Assembly reported; it was re​ceived, adopted, & ordered to be forwarded.
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The Committee on Education reported; the report was received & adopted. Upon which, presbytery passed the following resolution (viz.): That Pres. has heard with great pleas​ure, the very favorable report of Dr. Waddel, in respect to the educational progress, and good religious character, of the candidates under our care.

A vote of thanks was tendered to the members of Hopewell Ch. & community, for their kind hospitalities to members of Pres., during our sessions.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Pontotoc June 14th, 4 o’clock p.m. Closed with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction.

B. N. Sawtelle,




Wm A. Gray, Mod.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clk.

[35]

Pontotoc, 

June 14th 1871.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment. Rev. J. H. Gaillard was chosen Moderator pro tem. and N. A. Langford Temporary Clerk. Pres. was constituted with prayer.

Ministers present.




Elders.

F. Patton.





 N. A. Langford, Zion.

J. H. Gaillard.





G. G. Reneau, Pontotoc.

J. D. West





D. McFarland, Hopewell.

Mr. Franklin M. Howell was then examined on his literary & theological studies, & was heard upon the parts of trial previously assigned him, all of which was satisfactory, & he was duly licensed to preach the gospel.

Mr. J. K. P. Newton was examined on his literary course, which examination was sus​tained as satisfactory.

F. Patton, J. H. Gaillard & D. McFarland were appointed a committee to examine the manuscript papers of the pupils of the Chickasaw Female College.

The minutes were read and approved.

Pres. adjourned to meet in Florence, Ala. on the Saturday before the meeting of the Synod of Memphis, 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer & apostolic benediction.

N. A. Langford,




J. H. Gaillard, Moderator.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clk.
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Florence, Ala.,

Oct 11th 1871.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment & was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Wm A. Gray from Eph. 2:20. After which Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers.





Elders.

Wm A. Gray.





J. Rogan, Ripley.

Thos. Morrow.




J. D. W. Smith, Ebenezer, M.D.

A. Penland.





R. T. Simpson, Florence.

F. Patton.





J. A. Bigger, Hopewell.

J. A. Kimmons.




D. H. McCutchen, Oxford.

O. F. Rogers.





L. D. Settle, New Hope.

J. H. Gaillard.





L. B. Thornton, Tuscumbia.

J. D. West.





L. Houston, Palmyra.

D. A. Todd.





N. A. Langford, Zion.

W. H. Mitchell, D.D.




E. A. McCreary, Courtland.

E. O. Frierson.





G. G. Reneau, Pontotoc.








Jos. Wiley, Harmony.








M. Reid, Monroe.








W. M. Roberts, Providence.








G. K. Clapper, Courtland.

Ministers absent: T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, Jno. N. Waddel, D.D., and J. L. Harris & B. N. Sawtelle.

Rev. Thomas Morrow as chosen Moderator & Rev. D. A. Todd, Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock.

2 p.m. Resumed business. The minutes of the last stated meeting and of the adjourned meeting were
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read.

The Rev. John N. Blackburn presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of North Ala., and after the usual examination was received as a member of Presbytery.

Rev. E. O. Frierson asked for the dissolution of the pastoral relation between himself and the Courtland Church—the church concurring, the request was granted, and the relation dissolved.

A call for the services of Rev. E. O. Frierson was presented from Florence church—being found in order, it was placed in his hands.

A letter was received from Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., assigning reasons for absence from the present sessions of Pres., which were sustained.

Leave was granted Rev. Jas. A. Lyon, D.D., of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee to labor within the bounds of this Presbytery.

A request was preferred by Rev. J. D. West for permission to form a church for the colored people in Pontotoc according to Assembly’s plan was granted.

Rev. E. O. Frierson signified his acceptance of the call from the Florence Church & the following committee was appointed to install him pastor of said Church. Rev. F. Patton to preach the sermon, propose the constitutional ques-
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tions & deliver the charge to the pastor, and Rev. J. A. Kimmons to propose the usual questions & deliver the charge to [the] people.

Rev. E. O. Frierson & Rev. D. A. Todd assigned reasons for absence from the last stated sessions of Pres. which were sustained.

Brethren appointed as supplies to our vacancies at our last meeting reported.

Brethren Penland, Gaillard, West, Thornton & Reneau were appointed a committee on sup​plies. 

Rev. O. F. Rogers was appointed to preach at our next stated meeting upon the correlative duties of pastors & elders.

Tupelo was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Pres. took recess till 7 o’clock.

7 o’clock.

Pres. met. Rev. A. Penland preached a sermon on the subject of divine & human agency, in the work of man’s salvation, as previously assigned him.

Rev. B. N. Sawtelle, G. W. Morrow, Elder from Sommerville, W. L. Lowrance from Tupelo, & W. Alsobrook, from Boonville, appeared in Pres. & rendered reasons for tar​di​ness which were sustained.

It was ordered that the first order of the day on Monday, be the hearing of the report of our evangelist, the second order of the day the report
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of the committee on sustentation, and at 10 o’clock written reports from the churches on the state of religion be read. 

Rev. O. F. Rogers, Rev. F. Patton & L. B. Thornton were appointed a committee to pre​pare a narrative for the Synod of Memphis, Memphis Presbyterian.

The follow[ing] preamble & resolutions were adopted. 

Whereas we feel that the press is a powerful means for good when consecrated to God, and whereas we trust that the Memphis Presbyterian will prove a powerful help in the great work of promoting truth if properly supported.

Therefore, resolved 1st That this presbytery express with pleasure its approbation of the work of publishing a cheap Presbyterian paper in Memphis. 2nd. That we recommend to the members of our churches to give to this paper their support. 3rd That the press be re​quested to publish these resolutions, & that our ministers read them to their con​gregations from the pulpit.

Presbytery adjourned to meet Monday morning, 9 o’clock








Closed with prayer.
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Monday morning, 9 o’clock

Oct. 16th
Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises.

The minutes of Saturday were read & approved.

Presbytery acceded to an invitation of Dr. Mitchell to visit the Synodical College of Mem​​phis on to-morrow, at noon.

Leave of absence was granted N. A. Langford from the remaining sessions of Pres. after to-day.

The report [of] our evangelist Rev. J. H. Gaillard was presented, received & approved.

The 2nd order of the day, the hearing [of] the report of the Committee was suspended till 3 o’clock p.m., when presbytery went into an interlocutory meeting in reference to our evangelistic work.








Resumed business.

Brethren E. O. Frierson & G. W, Morrow were temporarily added to Committee of Sus​tentation for consultation.

Pres. took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

3 o’clock p.m.

Resumed business.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & P. H. McCutchen were appointed a Committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly.

Rev. E. O. Frierson, & Gov. R. M. Patton, commissioners to the Gen. Assembly, re​ported. These reports were received and approved.

Rev. Thos. Morrow, Rev. A. Penland, and G. W. Morrow & J. D. W. Smith had leave of
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absence from the remaining sessions of presbytery.

Rev. Wm A. Gray was appointed moderator pro tem.

The Committee on Sustentation reported & the report was received & considered seri​atim. The report was adopted as follows.

Your Committee of Sustentation would respectfully report, that no application has been made to Committee of the Assembly since the last meeting of presbytery. 

It is the opinion of your committee that the general plan of sending all the contributions to Columbia & having them returned for disbursement, is bad economy, and would rec​om​​mend that Pres. devise some plan to disburse what we may need of the funds in our midst, and send the surplus, if any, to the Central Committee.

Our evangelistic work we regard as in a very encouraging condition. As presbytery re​members a subscription of $650.00, was made upon the floor of Pres. by members at Cor​inth with the understanding, that it be used in a pro rata disbursement, to supplement, to supplement the contributions of vacant churches & further that at the last meeting of Pres. this resolution was so modified & amended, as to make the whole amount sub​scribed go to the salary of the evangelist, and that such portion of the contributions as remained after making the subscription
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reach $1000 & traveling expenses, shall go to an evangelistic fund, with the under​stand​ing that if as much as $600 be subscribed by vacant churches before the fall meeting of Pres. we proceed to the election of a 2nd evangelist, at a salary of $1000. 

We would report to Pres. that as much as $600 has been raised by vacant churches, and recommend that we now consider a plan for securing a 2nd evangelist.

Your committee would recommend that the Committee on Supplies be directed to throw all our vacancies & important preaching points into a field to be supplied by the evan​gelists and supplies with preaching at least once a month, allowing to the evangelist the same discretion given stated supplies ordinarily—provided the time of our ministers giving as much as two Sabbaths a month to a church, be not required more than three Sabbaths, 1 regular day & two fifth Sabbaths between the meetings of Pres.

As regards finances we submit the following facts.

1st as to the salary of our present evangelist there was subscribed upon the floor of Pres. at Corinth the following sums for which individuals became responsible.
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Name

Amt. Sub.
1st Qtr

2nd Qtr

3rd Qtr

4th Qtr

Total

L. B. Thornton with

B. N. Sawtelle-$100.00
25.00

10.00

James D. West
   100.00
25.00

25.00

25.00

25.00

100.00

D. A. Todd
     25.00
  6.25

  6.25

  6.25

 6.25

  25.00

J. W. Crumby
     25.00
  6.25

Geo. Patton with 

Dr W. H. Mitchell50.00
50.00

12.50

12.50

D. McFarland with

F. Patton
     50.00
12.50

12.50

12.50

Dr Waddell
     50.00
12.50

12.50

12.50

12.50

  50.00

R. Kirkpatrick
     50.00
12.50

12.50

12.50

12.50

  50.00

J. C. Baker
     25.00
  6.25

  6.25

  2.50

W. A. Gray
     50.00
12.50

12.50

12.50

12.50

  50.00

J. A. Kimmons     50.00
12.50

12.50

12.50

12.50

  50.00

John Campbell     25.00
  6.25

Miss Josie Wilson25.00
  6.25                 6.25

A. Penland
     25.00
  6.25

  6.25

  6.25

  6.25

  25.00



   650.00







            483.00





Balance Due




                        166.75
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Subscription of Vacant Churches

Name of Ch

Amount Sub


Amt pd Evangelist

Palmyra

$109.50


$20.00

Moulton

    30.00


  15.00

New Albany

    88.35


  23.60

Ebenezer

      2.50                                       2.50

Fairview

      2.50


    2.50

Oak Forest

    86.68


  17.99

Sarepta & Pittsboro         85.50                                     39.00

Lebanon                          50.00                                      10.00

Zion


    28.85


     9

Decatur

    28.00

Iuka


    35.00

Unity


    83.00

Providence

      9.50                                      17.65



  639.38


 157.24

Summary

1871 Presbytery of Chickasaw



To J. H. Gaillard Evangelist for

Oct 16th to services as evangelist for one year $1000.

Oct 16th to traveling expenses to date

        44.25

Oct 16th credit amt on ind. sub. list to date
      483.00

Oct 16th credit amt. from vacant chs

      157.24
                                                                              660.24

Total bal yet due

Ind. Sub list

166.75

Vacant Chs

482.14—Amt due Evan  264.88
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A committee consisting of Patton, Sawtelle & Reneau was appointed to ascertain the prob​able amount of money needed, & the probable amount that can be raised for support of our general work of sustentation & evangelism.

Wm Alsobrook, & W. M. Roberts had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of pres​bytery.

The following subjects were assigned our candidate J. K. P. Newton upon which to pre​pare parts of trial.

For Latin exegesis An homo possit se convertere?

For Critical exercise Rom 3:19-26.

For Popular Lecture Col. 2:15-19.

For Sermon Rom 5:1.

To D, McFarland was assigned:

For Latin Exegesis An Christus Deus sit?

For Critical Exercise Heb. 6:1-6.

For Popular Lecture: The Transfiguration.

For Sermon John 15:5.

It was resolved that Pres. pay the Stated Clerk, annually, a salary of $30.

The following preamble & resolutions were adopted.—

Whereas the Presbyterian Ch. believes in infant baptism & its efficacy, with the blessing of God, in building up the Church—& that it is of vital importance to the Church that our congregations be thoroughly informed on this subject, and that members of the Church should be educated as to its importance, Therefore resolved—That this presbytery
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urge it upon the ministers within its bounds to impress this matter of infant baptism upon their several charges--& present its importance to the members & congregations to which they minister.

Resolved further that they bring before their congregations, by a sermon, the mode of baptism in which as Presbyterians we believe.

Rev. B. N. Sawtelle & M. Reid were appointed a Committee on Assessment.

Rev. Wm A. Gray, with Rev F. Patton as alternate was nominated as clerical com​mis​sioner to next Gen. Assembly.

P. F. Witherspoon, with N. A. Langford was nominated as lay commissioner.

It was resolved that this Pres. earnestly recommend to all the superintendents & teachers in our Sabbath schools, the Earnest Worker & Children’s Friend, as affording valuable aid in prosecuting the great work of Sabbath instruction within our bounds, and that all our ministers exert themselves to secure their circulation among our people.

The following overture was ordered to be sent up to the next Gen. Assembly.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw would respectfully memorialize the Gen. Assembly to be held in Richmond next spring to relocate the Committee of Education at Memphis as early a day as practicable.
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Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Closed with prayer.

Tuesday morning

9 o’clock

Presbytery spent half an hour in devotional exercises.

The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

E. A. McCrary & J. C. Baker were appointed as trustees to secure a lot in Hillsboro for the Presbyterian Church.

Presbytery directed that application should be made to the Central Committee of Susten​tation to supplement the salary of Rev O. F. Rogers to $750 & that of Rev J. A. Kimmons to $800 in case of his removal to Corinth, giving to Corinth half his time, to ask for him only $750.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & Rev. A. Penland were elected as evangelists for the next year.

A committee consisting of Rev B. N. Sawtelle & Rev J. A. Kimmons was appointed to as​certain the probably cost of the completion of the Church edifice at Corinth.

Presbytery having accepted the invitation [to] visit the Florence Synodical College, the Pres. made this visit in a body, after which recess was had till 3 o’clock.

3 o’clock

Resumed business.

The committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly reported recommending attention to resolution 1st on page 22. Also to the
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information of the Assembly 1,2,3,5 on page 27. Also Resolutions 1, 2 on page 32, 33.

L. Huston had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of presbytery.

The Committee on Assessment reported. The report was received & adopted as follows. Lebanon $4. Gaston $2.50. Ripley $6. Walnut Creek $3. Ebenezer $2. Sommerville 2.50. Fairview $3. Florence $10. Hopewell $6. Oxford $10. New Hope $5. Hebron $3. Corinth $2.50. Tuscumbia $3. Zion $8. New Albany $4. Courtland $10. Union Springs $2.50. Pontotoc $9. Harmony $6. Monroe $3. Tupelo $6. Bethany $3. Unity $4. Sarepta $4. Oak Forest $3. Providence $6. Decatur $1. Moulton $2.

Rev. J. N. Waddel was appointed chairman of the standing presbyterial Committee of Education & Daniel McFarland was added to the committee.

It was resolved that Dr. Waddel be requested to supplement the allowance made by the central Com. on Education, to our two candidates in the university, to the amount of $25 each out of any monies he may hold for Education. 

The committees appointed to install Brethren Rogers & Dalton reported respectively the performance of that duty.
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The Stated Clerk presented the statistical report for the Synod of Memphis. It was re​ceived, adopted & ordered to be forwarded, and is as follows.

The Pres. of Chickasaw would respectfully report to the Synod of Memphis that we con​sist of Seventeen Ministers, that we have under our care 33 Churches, that we have dis​solved the pastoral relation between Rev W. H. Mitchell, D.D., and the Florence Church: that we have dissolved the pastoral relation between Rev J. H. Gaillard & the Zion Church, that we have dissolved the pastoral relation between Rev. E. O. Frierson & the Courtland Church & Union Springs Church; that we have formed the pastoral relation between Rev O. F. Rogers and the Booneville Church, that we have formed the pastoral relation [between the] Rev. F. Patton and the Tupelo Church, that we have formed the pastoral relation between Rev E. O. Frierson & the Florence Church, that on the 14th of June we licensed Mr F. M. Howell to preach, as a probationer for the gospel ministry, that on the 14th of Oct, we received the Rev John N. Blackburn from the Presbytery of North Ala. and that we have under our care 3 candidates for the gospel ministry.
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The Committee on Colportage, reported & the report was received & adopted. Brethren Sawtelle, Clopper & McCrary were granted leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

The Committee on the Narrative reported. The report was received & adopted & the narrative ordered to be forwarded to the Synod of Memphis.

Rev W. H. Mitchell, D.D., was appointed to see to the securing [of] a title to a lot for a Presbyterian Church in the town of Decatur, Ala.

The Committee of Supplies reported. The report was received & adopted and is as follows.

Mitchell, Iuka 1st Sab. Nov. & 1st Sab. Jan.

Sawtelle, Iuka 1st Sab. Dec. *& 2st Sab Feb.

Frierson Iuka 3rd Sab. March.

Patton Unity 1st Sab Jan. New Albany 1st Sab. April.

Waddel, Lebanon 1st Sab. Feb.

Gray. Birmingham 1st Sab at discretion.

Kimmons, Baldwin 1st Sab at discretion.

Kimmons, Unity 1st Sab. March.

Todd, Baldwin, 3 Sabs. at discretion.

It was resolved that two committees be appointed, one to be located at Tupelo & the other at Courtland, the monies & books, to be turned over in equal proportion to each; the committee at Tupelo to consist of Rev. F.
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Patton, L. L. Lorance & Dr. Frasier. The committee [at] Courtland of Rev. A. Penland, E. A. McCrary & G. K. Clopper, and that these committees semiannually report to Pres.

The thanks of the presbytery were tendered to the good people of Florence for their kind hospitalities & to the Methodist Church for the use of their house of worship.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Tupelo on the Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April at 11 o’clock a.m. closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

D. A. Todd






Thomas Morrow, Mod.

Tem. Clerk






Wm A. Gray, S. Clerk.

Synod of Memphis. Jackson, Tenn. Oct 23, 1871.

The Com. to whom the foregoing Minutes of Chickasaw Presbytery were referred, re​ported, calling attention to the following items, viz: 1. On page 11 on “Committee of Publication,” is called our “Board of Publication.” 2. The minutes do not in our judgment, present a “full record” of the proceedings of the Presbytery, in the following points;--first, on pages 20, 21, 22, 28, 30, 33, 50, it is stated that certain reports were “made & adopted,” but there is no record of the “reports,” & we are therefore unable to tell what it was that the Presbytery adopted. Also on p. 21, it is stated that “Bro. Blackburn” was permitted to preach within the bounds
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of the Presbytery, but it does not state who “Bro Blackburn” was—

Again on pages 4, 15, 31 & 46, it is recorded that “Rev. __ was nominated or elected commissioner, to the Gen. Assembly, and Ruling Elder ___ lay commissioner”—We prefer the use of the language of our “Form of Govt,” (see their language in the form of “Commission” laid down).








D. H. Cummings, chairm.

The above was rec’d & adopted by the synod.

The foregoing approved by Synod, up to date—

Jackson, Tenn.

Oct 23rd, 1871

Matt M. Marshall, Modr.
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Tupelo, Miss

April 18th 1872

Presbytery of Chickasaw met pursuant to adjournment, & in the absence of the Moder​ator, was opened by Rev. Wm A. Gray, the last moderator present, from John 1:42, 1st clause, “And he brought him to Jesus.”

After sermon Pres. was called to order & opened with prayer.

Present

Ministers


Elders

Thomas C. Stuart.

J. R. Dixon, Tupelo.

Wm A. Gray.


J. P. Morrison, Lebanon

F. Patton.


Wm. A. Boyd, Ripley.

J. A. Kimmons.

John Foster, Hopewell.

O. F. Rogers.


P. H. McCutchen, Oxford.

J. H. Gaillard.


D. Settle, New Hope.

J. D. West.


B. Godfrey, Hebron.





J. W. Cumby, Corinth.

Absent



J. W. Kendrick, Boonville.





Robt. Blakely, Zion.

A. M. Mooney.

J. M. Dozier, Harmony.

Thos. Morrow.

W. H. Journegen, Oak Forest.

Jno. Waddel, D.D.

A. P. Boyd, Providence.

J. L. Harris.

A. Penland.

E. O. Frierson.

W. H. Mitchell, D.D.

B. N. Sawtelle.

J. N. Blackburn.

D. A. Todd.

Rev. O. F. Rogers was elected moderator & Rev. J. D. West, temporary clerk. Pres. then took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Pres resumed business. The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.
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Rev. F. Patton & J. R. Dixon were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

On motion it was resolved to hold a free conversation on the subject of assurance of faith, on Saturday at 11 o’clock a.m.

A letter was read from Rev Thos Morrow, showing reasons for absence from present meeting. His reasons were sustained.

Col. G. G. Reneau, Elder from Pontotoc appeared in Pres. [He] gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness, & took his seat.

A letter was received from our licentiate Mr. F. M. Howell, asking for a letter of dis​mission to the Pres. [of] Ouachita. His request was granted, & the stated clerk was di​rected to furnish him a letter.

A letter was received from the stated clerk of Synod, according to resolution of Synod, touching absentees of Chickasaw Presbytery, which was referred to a committee con​sisting of Rev. F. Patton, Rev. W. A. Gray & P. H. McCutchen.

Rev. Wm A. Gray was elected as commissioner to Gen Assembly, to meet in Richmond, with Rev. F. Patton as alternate. And Prof. P. F. Witherspoon as lay commissioner, with N. A. Lankford, as alternate.

To-morrow at 11 o’clock was appointed as the hour to hear the doctrinal sermon, ap​pointed to be preached by Bro. Rogers.

Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., was appointed to preach at our next stated meeting, upon the temptations of Christ. From Heb 4:15. “For we 
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have not an high priest, etc.”

Pres. adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning, April 19th
8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met, and after half an hour’s devotional exercises, proceeded to business. The following brethren appeared in presbytery. Rev. A. Penland, T. T. Roland, Elder from Tuscumbia, Dr. J. B. Lorance, Florence, & Wm Cunningham, Courtland, giving reasons for tardiness, which were sustained, [and] took their seats.

Rev. D. A. Todd appeared in Pres. & gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained as an excuse.

The following committees were appointed on sessional records.

Tupelo, W. A. Gray & J. P. Morrison.

Lebanon, A. Penland & J. R. Dixon.

Hopewell, J. A. Kimmons & Wm A. Boyd.

Oxford, T. C. Stuart & John Foster.

New Hope, J. H. Gaillard & J. W. Kendrick.

Hebron, Wm A. Gray & G. G. Reneau.

Corinth, D. A. Todd & J. M. Dozier.

Booneville, F. Patton & D. Settle.

Zion, T. C. Stuart & P. H. McCutchen.

Harmony, J. A. Kimmons & W. Jernigan.

Oak Forest, A. Penland & WJ. W. Cumby.

Providence, J. A. Kimmons & Robt Blakely.

Tuscumbia, D. A. Todd & B. Godfrey.

Florence, F. Patton & G. G. Reneau.

Unity, Wm A. Gray & J. B. Lorance.

Pontotoc (colored ch), F. Patton & G. G. Reneau.

Pontotoc, T. C. Stuart & A. P. Boyd.
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Monroe, Wm A. Gray & B. G. Christopher.

The evangelist of Chickasaw Pres. Rev. J. H. Gaillard, reported the organization of a Church at Birmingham, to be called Birmingham, consisting of 17 members & one ruling elder, which was received under the care of Pres., & B. G. Christopher, the ruling elder being present, took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

Pres took recess for 20 minutes.

Resumed business. The hour having arrived for the doctrinal sermon, it was preached by Rev. O. F. Rogers, upon the subject of the correlative duties of ministers & elders.

Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

2 o’clock

Resumed business.

Three o’clock this afternoon, was fixed as the time for holding a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

Rev. D. A. Todd & G. G. Reneau, were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative on the state of religion, for the Gen. Assembly. 

Dr. M. Reid from Monroe Church appeared, gave reasons for tardiness, which were sus​tained.

Courtland was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Pres. and the standing rule requiring the Pres. to meet on the Thursday before the 1st Sabbath of Oct. was so far suspended, as to meet on Saturday before the said Sabbath, at 11 o’clock a.m.
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Mr. Samuel M. Neel, a licentiate, presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Memphis to this Pres. Mr. Neel was taken under care of presbytery.

A call from Oxford Church for the pastoral labors of Mr. Neel was presented to Pres. and being found in order, was placed in his hands.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Pres. entered into a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

The several committees on sessional records respectively reported, recommending appro​val with specified exceptions, which exceptions were entered upon the books.

The committee appointed on assessments for commissioners fund, reported that on asses​sment of $149.50, assessed last fall, $26.50 has been paid, leaving a balance of $23. The report was received, and the chairman was directed to write to the delinquent churches.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Rev. A. Penland, & T. T. Roland, were appointed a committee to draw up suitable resolutions, expressive of the feelings of this body, at the loss of our de​ceased brother, Rev. B. N. Sawtelle.

Dr. J. B. Lorance

A petition from the Courtland Church praying this body to license as probationer for the gospel ministry, Dr. J. B. Lorance being presented to presbytery, a committee consisting of Rev A. Penland, F. Patton and 
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Wm A. Boyd was appointed to confer with Dr. Lorance, and ascertain his feelings and views upon the subject.

Mr. Neel
Mr. S. M. Neel signified his acceptance of the call put into his hands from the Oxford Church. It was made the order of the day for 9 o’clock to-morrow morning to attend to the appointment of members, & fixing the time for the ordination services, & installation of Mr. Neel.

Members called upon, who had been appointed to supply vacant churches, reported, when it was found that nearly all appointments had been filled. 

Rev E. O. Frierson, who although in town, had been detained by sickness, appeared upon the floor of Pres.

Brethren Frierson, Patton, Gaillard, Penland, Reneau & Rowland, were appointed a com​mittee on supplies.

The report of the Board of Trustees of Chickasaw Female College was received, and approved. The members of the Board of Trustees of Chickasaw Female College, whose term of office now expires, were re-elected (viz.): J. R. Dickson, R. Bolton, Sam’l M. Barr, I. N. Cameron, F. Patton & W. W. Lawrence.

Leave of absence, after the sessions of to-night, was granted P. H. McCutchen.

Presbytery took recess till after divine worship this evening.
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Resumed business, after divine service.

The committee appointed to confer with Dr. Lorance reported, recommending a confer​ence with Dr. Lorance in open presbytery, with regard to his feelings & views upon the subject of his call. After a conference, Presbytery expressed satisfaction with his views for seeking the ministry, & his personal piety.

Presbytery appointed a committee, consisting of F. Patton, Penland, Gaillard, Dr. Dozier & Wm A. Boyd to examine Dr. Lorance on his literary & theological attainments, with a view to his licensure.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. 

Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning, April 20th
8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met, & after half an hour in devotional exercises, proceeded to business.

Presbytery entered upon the business pertaining to the hour, as the order of the day, which resulted in appointing the called meeting for Brother Neel’s ordination & instal​lation, at Oxford, on Saturday before the 4th Sabbath of May, at 9 o’clock a.m.

The following committees were appointed to perform the services. Rev. F. Patton to preach the sermon, propound the constitutional questions, & deliver the charge to the pastor. Rev. E. O. Frierson, alternate. Dr. J. N. Waddel [to] deliver the charge to the people, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, alternate
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On motion it was resolved that this presbytery, when it adjourns, adjourn to meet at Hopewell on Friday before the 4th Sabbath of May, at 10 o’clock a.m.

A letter was received from Rev Wm H. Mitchell, D.D., assigning reasons for absence, which were sustained.

Chairman of Committee of Education reported; the report was received & docketed.

Dr. Lorance

The committee appointed to examine Bro. Lorance reported; the report was received and adopted, & is as follows. Your committee beg leave to report 1st, that we have examined Brother Lorance on his knowledge of the Word of God & his doctrinal views, and find him sound in the faith, and well informed in reference to the great principles of gospel truth.

2nd, We recommend that the presbytery license him at this meeting, to preach the gospel, and urge him to accept the invitation to Courtland.

Presbytery appointed 2 o’clock this afternoon, as the order of the day, for the licensure of Dr. Lorance.

The committee appointed to prepare a minute on the death of Brother Sawtelle reported; the report was received, adopted, & ordered to be spread upon the minutes. It is as fol​lows.

In view of the sad bereavement which has befallen this Presbytery, thro the myster-
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ious providence of Him whose judgments are unsearchable, & his ways past finding out, by the death of our beloved brother, Rev. B. N. Sawtelle, who fell asleep in Jesus on Tuesday, 13th of Feb. 1872. The Presbytery of Chickasaw feel constrained to give expres​sion, officially, to their profound sorrow, and their affectionate reverence for his memory; and to bear their testimony to his preeminent worth as a pastor & teacher of the Church; his holy zeal for the truth; his purity of character as a man, in every relation of life; and the brightness of his example, as an humble follower of the Lord Jesus.

While a profound reverence of the well known wishes of our beloved brother, whose unaffected Christian modesty ever shrank from the praise of men, restrains us in the expression of our admiration of his nobleness, his wisdom, and his exalted piety; yet a deep conviction of duty to Christ & his truth, impels us as office bearers in the Church; to bear witness to the wonderful excellency and power of the grace of God, as exhibited in the life of this man of God. For in the time of spiritual declension within the Church, and cavil & scoff without, what more effectual argument can be offered for the reality of the religion of the gospel, notwithstanding the inconsistencies & failures of so many
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who profess the gospel, than such a life[?]

We desire to give utterance to the universal testimony of the people, professors & non-professors alike, to the singular & varied excellencies of character which marked his inter​course with all ages, all classes & conditions. Of him the most worldly & godless have been constrained to admit, we find no fault in this man. 

In him, those perplexed with the troubles of life, never failed to find the wisest of human counselors. By him, the soul in darkness was with wonderful skill led to Christ. The aged saint was comforted through his rich experience in the Christina life; while his genial companionable spirit, attracted even the thoughtless to heed his counsels and warnings.

Children, were by his gentleness and unfailing cheerfulness, sweetly led to him who took the children in his arms & blessed them; and that this eminence in Christian virtue, was the work of divine grace, none can doubt who heard his adoring views of the grace that could save such a sinner as he.

The argument from his matchless life completes the demonstration that a gospel which has produced such a character, is not of man but of god. Our beloved brother was taken away while yet in the prime of life, & we, his surviving fellow presbyters, are admon​ished that the time is short in which we may labor for Christ & souls, that the night cometh when no man
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can work. Thus closed the life & labors of this servant of Christ.

His toils are past, his work is done.

And he is fully blest.

He fought the fight, the victory won

Has entered into rest.

1. Resolved, that the Presbytery of Chickasaw has heard with deep sorrow of the death of Rev B. N. Sawtelle, & will ever cherish the memory of his character.

2. Resolved, that while it bows, submissively to the to the dispensation of Providence, which has removed from earth to heaven, or beloved brother, this presbytery deeply feels its bereavement, & hereby expresses its conviction that the loss occasioned by his death to the Presbytery & Church, is one which, only divine resources can repair.

3. Resolved, that as a presbytery, we are called upon earnestly to pray that this affliction may be sanctified to our growth in grace, & our own increased activity in the cause of Christ.

4. Resolved, that this presbytery, most affectionately tenders to the bereaved widow & child​ren of our departed brother, its sympathy under a dispensation which, while it has re​moved him to glory, has plunged them into grief.

5. Resolved, that the Stated Clerk be instructed to place upon a page in our Book of Rec​ords, the name of this departed brother, together with  
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time of his birth and death.

6. Resolved, that inasmuch as it is known to this presbytery that our brother did spend his life in the service of our beloved Church & that dying he left nothing for the support of his loved ones, a wife & five small children, that this presbytery earnestly enjoin upon the ministers & sessions within our bounds, to bring this matter promptly before their congre​gations; and that presbytery, overture the Synod of Memphis to present the subject to all its Churches, that an amount may be raised, sufficient to place our bereaved & widowed sister, outside the pale of want.

7. Resolved, that the Rev A. Shotwell be requested to receive all monies for this purpose and that the Memphis Presbyterian & Christian Observer, together with the family & Church of the deceased be furnished with a copy of these resolutions.

Report Com. of Sustentation

The Committee of Sustentation reported; the report was received & adopted, & is as follows. The Com. of Sustentation, would report that in obedience to the order of Presby​tery, application was made to the Central Committee for $250. for Rev. O. F. Rogers, and $150 for Rev. J. A. Kimmons, & for Corinth Church. The amount for Brethren Rogers & Kimmons has been granted, & a check for the 1st installment is now in my hands. On my application $100 has been granted to Rev A. M. Mooney, $50 of [continued on p. 66]
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Rev. B. N. Sawtelle

The Rev. Benjamin Niles Sawtelle was born in Binghamton, N.Y., Dec’r 19th 1831. He was graduated at Hanover College in 1852. Studied in Union Seminary, Prince Edward, Va. Was licensed to preach the gospel by the Presbytery of Memphis, Oct. 1855. Went to Batesville, Ark., same fall, & soon after was ordained & installed as pastor of Batesville Presbyterian Church & remained there till his removal to Tuscumbia, Ala., in Feb. 1861. Mr. Sawtelle continued in connection with the Presbyterian Ch. in Tuscumbia, as stated supply & pastor, till his death, which occurred on the 13th Feb. 1872. Mr. S. was twice married, first to Miss Eugenia Reinheart, by Rev D. L. Gray in July 1855. His second marriage was to Miss Indiana Cockburn, by Rev Wm H. Mitchell, D.D., in March 1862. He left one child, a daughter, by his first marriage, & five children by his second wife, four sons & one daughter, and a daughter born after his death.
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which is now in my possession. And $50 has been sent Mrs E. D. Miller, without any application upon my part.

The salary & traveling expenses of the evangelist, for 1871, has been fully paid, but the amount due to date, in the present year, has not been received in full. Something near $300 has been paid to the evangelist, and is now in my hands from the presbytery, is all that has been paid on the 1st & 2nd quarters.

At the request of the Chairman of Sustentation, an auditing committee was appointed to examine the finances of the evangelistic work, the committee consisting of J. W. Kend​rick, J. R. Dixon & G. G. Reneau.

Rev. Lambert

Rev. Mr. Lambert of the Cumberland P. Ch. being present was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.

The hour for the order of the day, 11 o’clock, having arrived, Presbytery held a confer​ence upon the subject of assurance of faith.

Pres. took recess till 2 ½ o’clock

2 ½ o’clock.

Resumed business. Dr. Dozier & Dr. Reid had leave of absence from the remaining ses​sions of Presbytery. 

The order of the day for 3 o’clock was taken up, when Dr. J. B. Lorance was duly li​censed to preach the gospel as a probationer for the gospel ministry.

Wm Moiller

A committee was appointed to correspond with Wm Moiller, with reference to titles of the
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lot, formerly donated for a Presbyterian Church in [the] town of Decatur, Ala. The com​mittee was composed of Rev. A. Penland, Wm A. Gray, Dr J. B. Lorance & Col. L. B. Thornton.

The Statistical Report for the Gen. Assembly, was presented by the Stated Clerk, was re​ceived, adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly.

J. L. Harris

Rev. A. Penland was instructed by presbytery to see Rev J. L. Harris & urge him to at​tend the fall meeting to be held at Courtland. 

The moderator, Rev O. F. Rogers, obtained leave of absence from remaining sessions of Pres. Bro Kimmons was chosen as moderator pro tem.

Moulton Church was dissolved, & the members transferred to Palmyra Church.

The Com. on the Narrative reported; the report was received & adopted, & ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly.

The auditing committee reported, showing a balance in the hands of the chairman of Com. of Sustentation of $33.28. The committee say we have compared the evangelistic report with the report of the chairman of sustentation, and find only a difference of 80 cents between them, & that in favor of the presbytery.

Presbytery took recess till after divine worship to-night.

After worship Pres. resumed business. The Committee on Supplies reported. The report was received and adopted, &
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is as follows. J. A. Kimmons to preach at Birmingham, 4th Sabbath in May. Wm A. Gray, New Albany, 5th Sabbath, June & 4th Sabbath in August. J. D. West, Birmingham, 3rd Sab. in July & 4 Sab., Sept. E. O. Frierson, Iuka, May & June, at discretion. Dr. Lorance, one Sab. at discretion, Sept. Dr. Mitchell, 2 Sabs., Tuscumbia, at discretion. A. Penland, Tuscumbia, 2 Sabs., at discretion. Dr. Lorance, Tuscumbia, 1 Sab., at discretion. F. Patton, Birmingham, 1 Sab., July. S. M. Neel, Lebanon, 1 Sab. in August.

The Committee of Publication reported. The report was received & adopted.

A vote of thanks was tendered to the people of Tupelo for kind hospitality.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Hopewell on Friday before the 4th Sabbath in May at 10 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, & benediction.

J. D. West, Tem. Clerk.



O. F. Rogers, Moderator.








Wm A. Gray, S. Clerk.

[69]

Hopewell, 

May 24th 1872

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elder

Jno. N. Waddel, D.D.




John Foster, Hopewell.

F. Patton.

J. H. Gaillard.

F. Patton was chosen as moderator and J. N. Waddel, D.D., Temporary Clerk. 

Mr. Daniel K. McFarland was introduced as a candidate for the gospel ministry, and after examination as to his acquaintance with religion, & the motives which induced him to desire the sacred office, and satisfying the presbytery that he possessed a diploma of Bach​elor of Arts from the University of Miss., he was received under the care of Pres​by​tery. 

As he also applied to be licensed at the present time, he was examined on his literary and scientific course, and on theology, natural & revealed. On motion, his further examina​tion in Hebrew, Ecclesiastical History, Church Government and the Sacraments, were omitted as unnecessary for a licentiate, & all these being sustained as parts of trial, his Latin exegesis was placed in the hands of a committee for criticism.

Presbytery then heard his critical exercise read on the 6th chapter of Hebrews & the first six verses, which was also sustained. 

Presbytery had recess for one hour.
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After recess, resumed business.

Mr. McFarland read a popular lecture on Matthew 17:1-8, inclusive, which was sus​tained. The committee on the Latin exegesis of Mr McFarland, reported that they had ex​amined it critically, and that it was found entirely correct in all respects, & that they rec​ommend that it be sustained as part of trial. Their report was adopted.

Presbytery then heard the sermon of Mr McFarland, which was delivered in the presence of the congregation, from John 15:5. The sermon was approved & sustained as part of trial for licensure.

The question was then put to Presbytery: Shall the examination & trial pieces of Mr. McFarland be sustained as a whole? and was decided in the affirmative.

Presbytery being satisfied with his trials, proceeded to license him; the moderator pro​posing the prescribed questions, & the candidate answering them in the affirmative, prayer also being offered by the moderator & the usual address being made to the candi​date, he was solemnly licensed to preach the gospel as a probationer for the gospel minis​try.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Oxford on to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.
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Oxford, Saturday, May 25th 1872

9 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment, & was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday, with the exception that James Bigger was reported as the Elder from Hopewell, vice John Foster, who was unable to attend & P. H. McCutchen as Elder from Oxford Church. 

Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr S. M. Neel, with a view to his ordination. Being en​tirely satisfied that his examination on his literary course was sufficient, the moderator proceeded to examine him on theology, pending which examination, the hour appointed for the delivery of the trial sermon being near at hand, the examination was suspended & presbytery took recess till 11 o’clock, at which time the sermon will be heard.

After recess pres met, & heard the sermon on John 4:24. The sermon was sustained as a part of trial.

Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock.

3’oclock

Presbytery met. On motion the examination on theology was sustained as a part of trials. Mr Neel was then examined on Church History, Church Government and the Sacraments, all of which were sustained. On motion the examination & sermon as a whole were sus​tained.

Presbytery then appointed 10 ½ o’clock for the ordination & installation services, to-mor​row, to be conducted according with previous order
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of presbytery.

Adjourned till 10 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. 








Closed with prayer.

Sabbath morning, 10 ½ o’clock

May 26th 1872.

Presbytery met, & was opened with prayer. Rev F. Patton preached the ordination sermon from Acts 27: 22, 23, 24, and propounded the constitutional questions to the candidate. Rev. J. N. Waddel propounded the questions to the people. The candidate was then sol​emnly set apart by prayer & the laying on [of] the hands of the presbytery. The charge was delivered to the pastor by Rev. F. Patton, and the charge to the people, by Rev J. N. Waddel. After which, Presbytery was adjourned with prayer by the moderator, to meet in Courtland, Ala., on the Saturday before the 1st Sabbath in October, 11 o’clock a.m.

J. N. Waddel, Tem. Clerk



F. Patton, Moderator.








Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Synod of Memphis, 

Tuscumbia, Oct 11th 1872.

The committee to whom were referred the foregoing minutes report that they have exam​ined the same & recommend their approval, with the exception that in the examination of Dr. Lorance (pages 60 & 66), it does not appear that he was ever examined on his literary course.
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The members of Chickasaw Presbytery explained to the Synod that the case was a pecul​iar one, & upon motion of Rev. Mr. Boggs, the Presbytery was instructed to make such additions to their minutes as shall fully explain the nature of the peculiarity in the case.

H. C. Brown, Chm.

With the foregoing corrections the minutes, foregoing, were approved by Synod at Tus​cumbia, Ala., Oct 11th/’72.

Wm A Gray, Moderator.
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Courtland, Ala., 

October 5th 1872

Presbytery of Chickasaw met pursuant to adjournment, and in the absence of the mod​erator, was opened by Rev W. A. Gray, the last moderator present, with a sermon from II Cor. 4:17. After sermon, presbytery was called to order and constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

Wm A. Gray





James Rogan, Ripley

E. O. Frierson





A. W. Porter, Florence

S. M. Neel





Daniel McFarland, Hopewell.








LeRoy Houston, Palmyra.

Rev. S. M. Neel asked & obtained leave to be absent from the remaining sessions of Presbytery, being called home by sickness in his family.

Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

3 o’clock p.m.

Pres. met. The following brethren having been unavoidably detained, now appeared in presbytery and took their seats (viz.):

Ministers





Elders

O. F. Rogers





J. W. Frazer, Tupelo.

J. A. Kimmons




W. M. Pickens, Lebanon.

F. Patton





G. W. Morrow, Somerville.

J. H. Gaillard





B. L. Frierson, Zion.

J. D. West





A. J. Biggers, New Hope.

A. Penland.





B. M. Faris, Corinth.








W. A. Minter, Boonville.








J. R. Gray, Harmony.








E. A. McCrary, Union Springs.








L. B. Thornton, Tuscumbia.








M. J. Gilchrist, Courtland.
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Ministers absent: T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, J. N. Waddel, D.D., J. L. Harris, J. N. Blackburn, Thomas Morrow, D. A. Todd.

Rev. A. Penland was elected moderator, and B. M. Faris, Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated meeting & of the adjourned meeting were read.

Rev Henry R. Smith of N. Ala. Presbytery, being present, was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.

Rev. A. W. Young presented a letter of dismission from North Ala. Pres., and after the usual examination, he was received as a member of Presbytery.

A call for the pastoral services of Dr J. B. Lorance was presented from the Courtland Church & being found in order, was placed in his hands. He, having signified his wil​lingness to accept the call, the following brethren were appointed a committee to examine him preparatory to his ordination to the full work of the gospel ministry (to wit), Rev. E. O. Frierson, Rev. F. Patton, Rev. W. A. Gray, with Elders J. R. Gray and L. B. Thornton.

A letter was read from Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., assigning reasons for absence from the present and last stated sessions of Pres., which were sustained.

Rev. E. O. Frierson made announcement of the death of Rev. W. H. Mitchell, D.D., whereupon the following brethren were appointed
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a committee to draw up a minute commemorative of his life, labors & death to be pre​sented at the spring meeting of Pres. (to wit), E. O. Frierson, A. Penland, Dr J. B. Lo​rance, with Elders Robert M. Patton & H. W. Porter.

Dr. Jno. B. Lorance & Elder M. J. Gilchrist were appointed a committee on devotional ex​ercises.

Presbytery tendered thanks to our Baptist brethren for the offer of their house of worship, to be used at the discretion of the Com. on Devotional Exercises.

L. B. Thornton obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Presbytery adjourned to meet on Monday morning, 9 ½ o’clock. 

Closed with prayer.

Monday, 9 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment. After half an hour spent in devotional exercises, the minutes of [the earlier session] were read & corrected.

A. T. Banks, Elder from Decatur Ch. appeared in Pres. & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Rev. E. O. Frierson, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, with Elders J. W. Frazer & G. W. Morrow, were appointed a committee to draw up a memorial to the Synod of Memphis, in reference to a division of Presbytery: and action on said memorial was made the order of the day for to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Rev J. N. Blackburn appeared in Pres. and rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The organization of a church at Pittsboro, Miss; and the organization of a ch.
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at Iuka, Miss. were reported, the names of these churches were ordered to be placed on the roll of churches.

Rev W. A. Gray, commissioner to the last Gen. Assembly made his report, which was approved.

The following preamble & resolutions were read and adopted (to wit),

Whereas the General Assembly has sent down to the presbyteries the revised Book of Dis​​cipline to be by them adopted or further criticized: The Pres. of Chickasaw agree to take the following action. This Pres. acknowledges the great service rendered the Ch. by the Committee on Revision in their clear & judicious exposition of certain points of doctrine which they have given, as for example—on the subject of discipline of baptized & non-communicating members, and perhaps on other points; yet they are of opinion that no unanimous agreement is likely to be reached that will be equally satisfactory to all parts of the Church, and that the further agitation of this subject will tend to introduce division and confusion. Therefore

1. Resolved, That the presbytery decline to examine the new Book any further.

2. Resolved, That we do not adopt it, and earnestly hope that the Gen. Assembly will in​definitely postpone the subject and discharge the Committee on Revision.

Rev. F. Patton was nominated as commissioner to the next Gen. Assembly, Rev A. Pen​land alternate. Daniel McFarland, Elder, W. W. Porter, alternate.
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The following report was read & adopted. The committee appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery to write to the churches which had failed to send up their quota of the As​sessment for Commissioners, Gen. Assembly’s tax, and Stated Clerk’s salary, respect​fully report, that he [sic] has discharged that duty, and that the entire balance has been collected from Ebenezer, M.D. $4, Palmyra $3, New Albany $4, Union Springs $1.

Prof. Witherspoon reported to your committee that his expenses exceeded the amount of commissioners’ funds placed in his hands by $7.75. It is recommended that this amount be refunded to him. Respectfully submitted, J. H. Gaillard.

The committee appointed to examine Bro J. B. Lorance made the following report which was adopted. The committee appointed to examine Bro Lorance with a view to his ordi​na​tion, report that they have examined him on Theology, Church Government and the Sacraments & being satisfied with his soundness in the faith, & general knowledge of the subjects upon which he was examined recommend [1.] that his examinations be sus​tained. 2. That the committee recommend that Pres. appoint an hour to hear the trial sermon of Bro. Lorance with a view to his ordination & that he preach from the following text: 2 Sam. 9:13.

Pres. did not examine Dr. Lorance on his early literary studies, regarding his as one of those exceptional cases for which our Directory provides. While Dr. Lorance pursued a course of liberal education in his youth,

[79]

having been engaged in laborious labor as a physician for perhaps 30 years, it was not deemed proper, at his advanced period of life, to require him to take up in review, studies so long since mainly laid aside.

7 ½ o’clock this evening was designated as the time for hearing the trial sermon of Dr. Lorance. 

J. H. Gaillard & Penland, with Elders B. L. Frierson & M. J. Gilchrist were appointed a committee on assessment.

Presbytery ordered that certain books now in the hands of the Committee of Colportage, which are unsaleable be so reduced in price as to be rendered saleable.

Rev. J. D. West, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, J. R. Gray and B. L. Frierson were appointed a com​mittee to draw up & present to Pres. a plan for the general management of the business of colportage within our bounds.

Elder A. W. Porter asked & obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

3 o’clock p.m.

Resumed business.

Appointments of supplies made at last meeting of Pres. were reported as generally ful​filled.

J. A. Kimmons, J. A. Blackburn & Elder D. McFarland were appointed a committee on supplies.

Rev. Dr. Waddel not being present to preach the doctrinal sermon, his appointment was continued over to the spring meeting of Pres.

Oxford was chosen as the place of next meeting.

Rev. F. Patton and Elder A. J. Biggers were appointed a Com. on Minutes of Gen. As​sem​bly.
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Rev Wm A. Gray & Elder M. J. Gilchrist were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative of the state of religion for Synod: and it was made the second order of the day, to-morrow to receive their report.

Elders B. M. Faris, W. A. Minter, G. W. Morrow, and A. T. Banks obtained leave of ab​sence for the remaining sessions of Pres.

Rev A. Penland who was appointed at last Pres. to confer with Rev. J. L. Harris in ref​erence to his non-attendance on meetings of presbytery having reported; the following resolution was adopted. Whereas in the providence of God the circumstances of Rev. J. L. Harris are such that he cannot prosecute the work of a minister of the gospel, this presbytery agrees not to require any ministerial service from him at present, and that he be notified of this action.

Presbytery took recess till 7 ½ o’clock.

7 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met, & the hour having arrived, Pres. heard the trial sermon of Dr. J. B. Lorance from II Samuel 9:13, which was sustained as a part of trial. Presbytery sustained the examinations of Dr. Lorance & appointed to-morrow evening, 8 o’clock as the hour for his ordination & installation as pastor of Courtland Church.

Rev. J. D. West was appointed to preach the sermon. Rev. F. Patton to propound the constitutional questions and deliver the charge to the pastor, & Rev W. A. Gray to deliver the charge to the people.
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Presbytery agreed to rescind the resolution making the report of Com. on Memorial to Synod the 1st order of the day for tomorrow and take up that business at once. Whereupon the following memorial was read and adopted, and ordered to be presented to the synod of Memphis.

(No copy of this memorial, which was in reference to the division of presbytery, was left in the hands of the Stated Clerk.)

Reports of evangelist were made the 1st order of the day for to-morrow.

Presbytery adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Tuesday morning, 9 o’clock

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment. After half hour spent in devotional exercises, proceeded to business. Minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

The reports of the evangelists were then heard with great pleasure, & gratitude to God, and approved. 

On motion it was unanimously agreed to appoint a com. to consider the ways & means for securing evangelistic labor within the bounds of our Pres. for the ensuing year. The committee consisted of E. O. Frierson, A. Penland, & E. A. McCrary for Old Tuscumbia [Presbytery] and F. Patton, J. A. Kimmons & D. McFarland, Old Chickasaw [Presby​tery], then heard a report from the committee appointed at last meeting to investigate the condition of our claims to a
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lot in Decatur formerly donated by Mr. Mailer, the deed of which had been lost, reported to the effect that our title could be secured, & recommended that it be sold for $1000, which was received & approved.

Pres. appointed A. Penland, J. T. Banks, and Capt M. Todd a com. to convey the wishes of the presbytery to the trustees, & secure the sale of the lot, with a view to appropriating the proceeds to the purchase of another lot, as a site for a Presbyterian Church in Decatur.

A com. consisting of J. W. Frazer, J. T. Banks and D. McFarland was appointed to draw up instructions for the guidance of the trustees in the sale of, & disposition of the proceeds from the sale of the above lot. 

The Com. on Minutes of the Gen. Assembly reported. The report was received & adopted and is as follows (viz.), that our presbytery adopt the 2nd resolution of the Assembly found on page 168 of Minutes, & which reads as follows, That presbyteries urge upon pastors, stated supplies, missionaries, & ruling elders, the importance of acquainting them​selves as fully as possible with the benevolent schemes of the Ch., so that their own hearts may be more deeply engaged in the work, and that they may be better able to inform & guide the people.
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It was resolved to memorialize the Synod of Memphis to so change the line between pres​byteries of North Miss & Chickasaw as to establish the Tenn. & Miss Central R.R. as the line.

Leave of absence from the remaining sessions of presbytery was granted Rev. E. O. Frierson.

Pres. took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

3 o’clock

Resumed business. The Com. on the Colportage business reported. The report was re​ceived & adopted & is as follows. Your Com. on Colportage beg leave to report that they have taken the whole subject under consideration & have arrived at the following conclusions. 1st that there is now on hand in books & cast $250, now in the hands of your Com. on Colportage (viz.), Rev. F. Patton, Col. W. L. Lorance, & Dr. J. W. Frazer. 2nd, inasmuch as about two hundred of this fund was raised since the union of the two presbyteries, that an equal division be made which gives to what is known as the old Tuscumbia Presbytery about $100 in books & cash, which we recommend be placed in the hands of [a blank space is left] and held for sale at [a blank space is left]. 3rd, that the balance $150 be distributed as follows, one-third to be placed in the hands of Rev. W. A. Gray & J. Rogan & held for sale at Ripley. One-third to be placed in the hands of Rev. S. M. Neel & [a blank space is left] and held for sale at Oxford, and the remaining third to be kept in the hands of your present committee, Rev. F. Patton,
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Col. W. L. Lorance & Dr J. W. Frazer, & held for sale at Tupelo. 4th, that each of these committees be required to make a written report, showing a full statement of the accounts with the presbytery, semiannually. 5th, that the various committees will use their best endeavors to increase the funds in their hands, by soliciting contributions & otherwise. 6th, that the various sessions of our churches be allowed to take such books as they may desire for distribution in their congregations on condition of their paying the cost upon the books.

The committee on assessment reported. The report was received & adopted, and is as follows. The Com. of Assessment to raise Commissioner’s Fund, Assembly’s tax &c rec​ommend that Pittsboro be assessed $1. Sarepta $3. Oak Forest $2 . Lebanon $6. Iuka $2. Ripley $5. Ebenezer $3. Oxford $8. Tupelo $5. Zion $5. New Hope $6. Corinth $3. Boone​ville $4. Providence $5. Bethany $2. Pontotoc $5. Harmony $5. Hebron $32. Birmingham $5. Hopewell $5. Gaston $2. Tallahatchie $3. Monroe $2. New Hope, W. Cv $1. Unity $4. Cash $2.25.

Decatur Church

The com. appointed to draft instructions for the guidance of the trustees in disposing of the ch. lot at Decatur reported, the report was rec’d and adopted as follows. That the trustees P. P. Gilchrist & R. M. Patton are hereby instructed by the Pres. of Chickasaw
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to place in the hands of Capt. J. M. Todd, the proceeds of the lot No. 47 in the Town of Decatur, Ala., known as the Presbyterian Ch. lot when sold, who shall invest said funds in another lot, & in the erection of a house of worship on the same for the use of the Presbyterian Church at Decatur, Ala. The title to said lot shall be vested in J. M. Todd, J. T. Banks, & P. P. Gilchrist, & their successors in office. Provided however should said Church fail the property shall revert to the Presbytery in which the lot is located. That the clerk of Pres. be instructed to forward a copy of these proceedings to trustees.

Evangelism

The com. appointed to consider the ways & means for securing evangelists in our field for next year reported. The report was rec’d & adopted, as follows.

1st, Presbytery has heard with profound interest the reports of our evangelists, and in view of the manifest tokens of the divine blessing upon their labors & the encouraging state of things in our vacant Churches we should thank God, take courage, & persevere in the good work in which we have engaged.

2nd, that Pres. take immediate steps to secure the services, provide for the support & continuance in their present field of labor our two evangelists, Brethren Gaillard & Pen​land.

3rd, that we collect the salary of our
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evangelists according to the method hitherto pursued.

The Pres. next heard a report of the finances connected with the evangelists’ salaries.

Bro. Penland’s report was rec’d & approved. He reported that he had received the fol​lowing sums.

Rec’d of J. D. West at Tupelo


$146.65, including 

    25.00 of his own subscription

Rec’d of Tupelo Ch.



    15.00

Rec’d of Palmyra Ch.



      9.00

Rec’d of J. H. Gaillard, express

    58.35

Rec’d of J. H. Gaillard, Oct 7th

    50.00

I assumed the collection of the amounts

subscribed by the churches & to credit

Pres. with those amounts as follows:

Somerville




$120.00

Ebenezer




  100.00

South Side River



    62.00

Fairview




  100.00

Palmyra




  100.00

Mooresville




  120.00






$906.00

Leaving Pres. responsible for


  $94.00

if the amounts subscribed by the above-named Churches be correct, it may be a little more or a little less. Respectfully submitted, Alex. Penland.

Rev J. H. Gaillard asked more time to complete his report, which was granted.

E. A. McCrary obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres. & took recess till 7 ½ o’clock this evening.








7 ½ o’clock

Resumed business.

[87]

Ordination of Dr. Lorance

The hour appointed for the ordination & installation of Dr. J. B. Lorance having arrived; after a sermon, he was duly set apart to the full work of the gospel ministry, by the laying on of the hands of the presbytery and installed over the church of Courtland, the brethren previously appointed discharging severally the duties assigned them.

The com. on the narrative to Synod reported. The report was received & adopted, ordered sent up to Synod.

The Stated Clerk presented the statistical report to Synod, [which] was received & ap​proved and is as follows. The Pres. of Chickasaw would respectfully report to Synod of Memphis, that we consist of 18 members, that we have under our care 36 churches, 1 licentiate, & 3 candidates. On the 19th of February Rev B. N. Sawtelle, ceased from his labors on earth & entered into his rest in Heaven. On the 18th of April we dismissed Mr F. M. Howell, licentiate, to the Pres. of Ouachita. On the 19th of April we received Mr. S. M. Neel, licentiate, from the Pres. of Memphis, and on the 25th of May ordained & in​stalled him pastor of Oxford Church. On the 20th of April we licensed as a probationer for the gospel ministry Dr J. B. Lorance & on the 8th of Oct’r inst., we ordained & installed him pastor of Courtland Church. On the 24th of May we licensed as probationer for the

[88]

gospel ministry, Mr. Daniel K. McFarland. On the 23rd of Oct’r inst., we lost by death our valued & beloved brother Rev Dr. Wm. H. Mitchell. On the 5th of Oct’r inst., we received Rev. A. W. Young from the Pres. of North Ala. We have organized the Churches of Bir​m​​ingham, Pittsboro, & Iuka, and have dissolved the Church of Moulton.

Pres. adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow a.m.

Wednesday morning, 8 ½ o’clock.

Pres met. After half an hour spent in devotional exercises resumed business. Rev J. H. Gaillard presented his report on finances connected with our evangelistic work. The report was received 7 was with Bro. Penland’s report placed in the hands of Rev. J. A. Kimmons & J. R. Gray as a financial committee.

The Committee on Supplies reported. The report was rec’d and adopted, as follows.

W. A. Gray, New Albany, 4th Sab. Nov’r.

F. Patton, Birmingham, 3rd Sab. Feb.

J. D. West, New Albany, 4th Sab. Jan’y.

J. D. West, Birmingham, 3rd Sab. Feb.

S. M. Neel, New Albany, 4th Sab. March.

J. N. Waddel, Lebanon, 1st Sab. April.

J. A. Kimmons, Hebron, 1sr Sab. Jan’y.

J. A. Kimmons, Iuka, 5th Sab. March.

F. Patton, Hebron, Feb.

J. H. Gaillard, Hebron, March.

E. O. Frierson & A. W. Young & J. B. Lorance, Tuscumbia, 2 Sabbaths each at discre​tion.
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Col. G. G. Reneau of Pontotoc, Miss., was added to the presbyterial Com. of Sus​ten​tation.

Revs J. A. Kimmons, F. Patton, & Dr. J. W. Frazer were appointed to cooperate with the Com. of Sustentation in arranging to secure additional labor in the presbytery; and are empowered to act for the Pres.

Presbytery directed the chairman of the Com. of Sustentation to make an equal distrib​u​tion of any surplus funds that may remain after the evangelists have been paid, to the two presbyteries, in case synod grants their memorial for division.

The auditing com. reported to Pres. The report was received & approved as follows. The following sums have been paid to the two evangelists by the following persons & churches.

A. Penland $50 cash on hand from 1871, $34.08. Cash received from churches for 1871 $67.75. Rev J. D. West $38. Pontotoc $50. J. H. Gaillard $50. Monroe $5. Ripley $30. W. A. Gray $20. Courtland $30. Dr. Waddel $50. Harmony $15. Tupelo $50. Hopewell $25. Zion $12.50. Sarepta $30.55. Oak Forest $12.12. Lebanon $32.30. Pittsboro $4.95. Florence $50. Oxford $38.15. Birmingham $7. R. T. Simpson $5. Unity $7. New Albany $41.20. Total 754.77. Penland received $304.00. J. H. Gaillard $450.77. Salary of J. H. Gaillard $1000. Balance still due him $549.23. Subscriptions of vacant churches to Pres. Pittsboro $50. Sarepta $100. Lebanon $150. Oak Forest $79.
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New Albany $100. Unity $100. Birmingham $104. Total $683, all of which is respect​fully submitted. J. H. Gaillard.

On motion the hearty thanks of this Pres. be tendered to the citizens of Courtland for their for their kind hospitality. Presbytery adjourned to meet at Tuscumbia upon the call of the moderator.

Closed with prayer.

B. M. Faris, Tem. Clerk.



A. Penland, Moderator.








Wm A. Gray, Stated Ck.
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Oxford, Miss., 

April 17th 1873

Pres. of Chickasaw met pursuant to adjournment. In the absence of the moderator, the opening sermon was preached by Rev. Wm A. Gray, last moderator present, from Heb. 4:9. “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.” The sessions were opened with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

A. M. Mooney
.




I. N. White, Pontotoc.

Wm A. Gray.





W. L. Lorance, Tupelo.

Jno. N. Waddel, D.D.




H. A. Barr, Oxford.

F. Patton.





J. P. Morrison, Lebanon.

J. A. Kimmons.




B. F. Rasberry, Zion.

J. H. Gaillard.





D. Settle, New Hope.

J. D. West.





W. D. Paden, Corinth.

S. M. Neel.





J. A. Bigger, Hopewell.








C. S. Liggett, Tallahatchie.

Absent: T. C. Stuart, O. F. Rogers, & D. A. Todd. 

Rev. Jno. N. Waddel, D.D., was elected moderator, and W. D. Paden, Temporary Clerk.

Took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

3 o’clock

Resumed business. Minutes of last meeting were read. 

Rev. Dr. [Richmond] McInnis of Central Miss. Pres. being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Also Rev. Mr. Smith of the Cumberland Pres. Ch. was invited to a seat as a corres​pond​ing member.

Rev. S. M. Neel & H. A. Barr were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

The hour of 10 o’clock to-morrow was appointed as the hour to hear reports from presby​terial standing committees.
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Rev. F. Patton & Ruling Elder D. McFarland & with Rev. J. A. Kimmons & W. L. Lorance as alternates, were elected commissioners to the Gen. Assembly.

Presbytery rescinded the rule requiring the preaching of a doctrinal sermon at each stated meeting, substituting instead an essay to be read upon a subject selected, to be followed by a conference upon the subject.

Rev. J. D. West was appointed essayist for next meeting, his subject to be, the believer’s union with Christ.

The trustees of the Chickasaw Female College, failing to send up their annual report, an informal report was made by Rev. J. D. West; and the trustees whose term of office now expires, were reelected (viz.): Daniel McFarland, Geo. Little, E. O. Frierson, S. Daggett, Col. C. W. Martin & S. W. Wardlaw.

Friday morning was appointed as the hour for a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds, and Rev F. Patton & W. L. Lorance were appointed a committee on the Narrative to the Assembly.

The supplies appointed at last meeting reported compliance.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & J. P. Morrison were appointed a committee on supplies.

Rev. Messrs F. Patton & S. M. Neel and Elder I. N. White were appointed a committee to confer with like committees of Miss. Presbytery & Central Miss Pres. as to the propriety of changing presbyterial and synodical lines.
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Rev. J. H. Gaillard was requested to write to delinquent churches, reminding them of their dues to Commissioner’s Fund, & that they be requested to forward to him the amount of their assessment.

Presbytery adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

April 18th 1873.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Minutes of yesterday were read and cor​rected.

B. G. Christopher, ruling elder from Birmingham, D. M. Reid from Monroe, W. A. Min​ter from Boonville and W. G. McClaren from Ebenezer, appeared in Pres. & giving reasons for tardiness, which were sustained, took their seats.

Rev. J. A. Sloan of North Miss. Pres. being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Reasons for the absence of Rev O. F. Rogers and Rev D. A. Todd were presented, which were sustained.

The hour appointed for holding a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds having arrived, said conversation was held.

The moderator appointed the following committees on sessional records (viz.):

Lebanon, S. M. Neel & J. A. Bigger.

Tallahatchie, S. M. Neel & I. N. White.

Pontotoc, S. M. Neel & W. A. Minter.

Corinth, J. D. West & D. Settle.
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Tupelo, J. D. West and M. Reid.

Boonville, F. Patton & B. G. Christopher.

Hopewell, J. A. Kimmons & W. L. Lorance.

New Hope, Wm A. Gray & C. S. Liggett.

Pontotoc (colored ch.), J. H. Gaillard & W. G. McClaren.

Ebenezer, J. H. Gaillard & J. P. Morrison.

Monroe, Wm. A. Gray & B. F. Rasberry.

Birmingham, F. Patton & H. A. Barr.

Rev E. Cater of North Miss. Pres. being present was invited to sit as a corresponding mem​ber.

The Committee on Sustentation reported; the report was received & placed in the hands of a committee, consisting of Rev. F. Patton & W. A. Minter.

The Committee on Education reported; the report was received & approved.

Rev. J. A. Lyon of the Pres. of Tombeckbee, being present, was invited to take a seat as a corresponding member.

Mr. R. O. B. Morrow, a candidate for the gospel ministry, presented himself before presbytery and his examination on his literary course was proceeded with.

Took recess till 3 o’clock.

3 o’clock.

Proceeded with the examination of Mr. Morrow. His examination was sustained, and Rev. S. M. Neel & H. A. Barr were appointed a committee to select themes for the further parts of trial of Mr. Morrow.

Mr. J. K. P. Newton, our candidate, presenting a request for licensure, the Pres. pro​ceeded with his examination; after some progress, his
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examination was suspended till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Rev. E. C. Davidson of North Miss. Pres. being present, was invited to sit as a corres​pond​ing member.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard reported the amount of Commissioner’s Fund received & disbursed, which report was received & approved.

The committees on the following sessional records severally reported; reports accepted & adopted (viz.): New Hope, Monroe, Hopewell, Tupelo, Ebenezer, Tallahatchie, Lebanon, Booneville, Corinth, Bethany, Birmingham, [and] Pontotoc.

A letter was received from Rev J. N. Craig in relation to the change of time for the meet​ing of synod.

Boonville was chosen as the place for holding our next stated meeting, and the standing rule fixing the time was suspended & the Thursday before the 1st Sab. in September was fixed upon as the time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.








April 19th 1873.

Presbytery met & was opened with devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. Dr. M. Reid, B. F. Rasberry and C. S. Liggett obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Upon recommendation of the committee appointed to select themes as parts of trial for Mr. Morrow, the following were adopted (viz.): for popular sermon
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Heb. 9:28. For popular lecture, Luke 10:38-42 inclusive. Greek exegesis, John 3:1-8, in​clusive. Latin thesis, An sit Christus Deus?

The examination of Mr. Newton was resumed. Had recess till 11 o’clock.

11 o’clock

Mr. Newton preached his trial sermon, Rom. 5:1, after which the roll was called for cri​ticism. The sermon was unanimously approved as a part of trial. 

On motion his examination on theology was sustained.

The evangelist, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, presented his financial report as follows. Since the last meeting of Pres. your evangelist has received the following sums upon his salary for 1872. From Sarepta Church $65.45, Pittsboro $31.25, Oak Forest $33.88, New Albany $30.15, Birmingham $88.50, Unity $93.00, Monroe $5.00, Lebanon $76.00, Harmony $15.00, New Hope $25.00, J. D. West $12.00, Col. Grant $5.00.

Balance due last meeting

$549.23






  480.24

Balance yet due


$  68.99

These amounts were on the subscription for 1872.

Amounts received for 1873. Tupelo $25.00. Harmony $15.00. Pontotoc $27.50. Ripley $15.00. Hopewell $12.50. Oak Forest $5.75. New Albany $29.00. Pittsboro $5.00. J. N. Waddel $12.50. J. D. West $75.00. J. H. Gaillard $12.50. Monroe $5.00. Total 239.75.

The above report was placed in the hands of a com. consisting of J. D. West, J. A. Kim​mons, I. N. White and H. A. Barr, who were instructed to take
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into consideration the evangelistic work as connected with Tuscumbia Presbytery.

The Committee on Supplies reported, the report was received & adopted as follows.

Iuka, one Sabbath in May, Wm A. Gray.

Iuka, one Sabbath in June, F. Patton.

Iuka, one Sabbath in July, J. A. Kimmons.

Iuka, one Sabbath in August, J. A. Sloan.

Iuka, one Sabbath in Sept., O. F. Rogers.

Tallahatchie, one Sabbath in June, J. H. Gaillard.

Tallahatchie, one Sabbath in July, J. D. West.

Tallahatchie, one Sabbath in August, S. M. Neel.

Tallahatchie, 1st Sab in May, J. H. Gaillard.

Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock.

2 ½ o’clock

Resumed business. Rev J. A. Kimmons & Rev. J. H. Gaillard were appointed a com​mittee to examine the Latin thesis of Mr. Newton. Mr. Newton read his critical exercise, Rom. 3:19-26, which was sustained as a part of trial. Mr. Newton read his popular lecture on Col. 2:15-19, which was sustained as a part of trial. Mr. Newton was then examined on the Hebrew language, which examination was sustained. The com​mittee on his Latin exegesis reported recommending approval, which report was received & adopted. Pres​bytery waived for the present examination on Church History, Church Government and the Sacraments. On motion Mr. Newton’s examination was sustained as a whole, and he was
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duly licensed, in the usual form, to preach the gospel, as a probationer for the gospel min​istry.

On motion resolved that the Stated Clerk report to Synod our standing rule adopted to secure attendance upon the meetings of our judicatories.

Mr. Newton was granted leave to supply Unity & Providence Churches.

The Committee on Colportage stationed at Ripley reported.

The Committee on the Narrative reported; the report was received, adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Gen. Assembly.

The committee appointed on the financial report of evangelists reported; the report was received & adopted.

A vote of thanks was tendered to the citizens of Oxford for their kind hospitality and to the Methodists, Cumberlands & Baptists for the offer & use of their houses of worship.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Boonville on the Thursday before the 1st Sab. in Sept. at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

W. D. Paden,





Jno. N. Waddel, Mod.

Temp. Clerk.





Wm A. Gray, S. Clerk.
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Boonville, Miss., 

Sept 4th 1873

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, & was opened by a sermon from the moderator, J. N. Waddel, D.D., from Luke 24:5, “Why seekest the living among the dead?”

After sermon, Pres. was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

Jno. N. Waddel, D.D.




J. A. Bigger, Hopewell.

F. Patton.





J. R. Dixon, Tupelo.

O. F. Rogers.





A. McClaren, Boonville.

J. H. Gaillard.





W. H. Walton, Ebenezer.

J. D. West.





S. W. Newell, Oak Forest.

S. M. Neel.





J. M. Dozier, Harmony.








J. M. Simpson, New Albany.








B. G. Christopher, Birmingham.








R. W. Paden, Bethany.








J. F. Tankersley, Zion.

Rev. S. M. Neel was elected moderator, & Rev J. D. West, Temporary Clerk.

Pres. took recess till 3 o’clock.








3 o’clock

Resumed business. Minutes of last meeting were read. Rev. O. F. Rogers and A. Mc​Claren were appointed a committee on devotional exercises. 

Rev. M. L. Martin of the Methodist Church, being present, was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.

Daniel K. McFarland

A call for the ministerial services of Mr. D. K. McFarland was read, & being found in order, was placed in his hands.

[100]

James K. P. Newton

A call asking for the ministerial labors of Mr. J. K. P. Newton was presented, & being found in order, was placed in Mr. Newton’s hands.

Rev J. A. Kimmons, L. Settle, Elder from New Hope, and B. Faris, Elder from Corinth, appeared in Pres. & giving reasons severally for tardiness, which were sustained, took their seats.

Rev. James A. Sloan presented a letter of dismission from the Pres. of North Miss., and after examination, he was received as a member of Pres. & his name enrolled.

A communication was rec’d from Rev J. N. Craig, read & docketed.

The Committees on Sustentation, F. Missions, Education, & Publication made verbal re​ports. Approved.

It was made the order of the day to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock, to have presented written reports from the churches on the state of religion, & Rev F. Patton and J. A. Bigger were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative for Synod.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons with S. M. Neel as alternate was nominated commissioner to next General Assembly to meet in Columbus, Miss., in May next.

P. H. McCutchen, ruling elder, Oxford, with Wm. A. Minter of Boonville, was nominated as a lay commissioner.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Rev J. A. Sloan, & J. R. Dixon were appointed a committee to assess the churches to raise the Commissioner’s Fund.

Rev. F. Patton, commissioner to last Assembly, made his report, which was approved.
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Dr. Waddel & S. W. Newell were appointed a committee on minutes of Assembly.

Supplies appointed at last meeting, all reported compliance, or gave satisfactory reasons for non-compliance.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Rev. J. A. Kimmons & J. M. Simpson were appointed a committee on supplies.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning, 8 ½ o’clock

Pres. met and after half an hour’s devotional exercises, the minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

The reports from the churches, with a view to the preparation of the narrative to Synod were called for.

P. F. Witherspoon, Elder from Pontotoc, appeared & giving reasons for tardiness took his seat.

Ripley was chosen as the place for holding the next stated meeting of presbytery.

Synodical tax was collected.

The letter from Bro. Craig was then re-read & Pres. decided to comply with his requests as far as possible.

Mr. D. K. McFarland signifying his acceptance of the call from Hopewell, an adjourned meeting of Presbytery was appointed to convene at Hopewell on Thursday before the 4th Sabbath of Sept., 11 o’clock a.m. Rev. S. M. Neel was appointed to preach the ordination sermon, Rev Dr. Waddel to deliver the charge to the pastor, & J. D. West to the
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people. Rev J. A. Kimmons alternate to charge the people. Rev Wm A. Gray to charge the pastor as alternate & Rev J. H. Gaillard as alternate to preach the sermon.

John 3:14, 15 was assigned Mr. McFarland as a text upon which to prepare a trial sermon for ordination.

The committee on commissioner’s fund reported; the report was received & adopted, as follows. Oxford $6. Pontotoc $3.50. Pittsboro $1. Sarepta $2. Oak Forest $1.50. Lebanon $4. Iuka, $1. Ripley $3.50. Walnut Creek $2. Ebenezer $2. Tupelo $3.50. Zion $3.50. New Hope $4. Corinth $2. Boonville $2.50. Providence $3. Bethany $1.50. Harmony $3.50. Hebron $2. Birmingham $3. Hopewell $3.50. Gaston $2. Unity $3. Tallahatchie $2. Monroe $2. New Albany $3. [indecipherable name and amount]. 

The chairman of assessment for last year reported that the entire assessment had been paid.

Rev J. H. Gaillard presented his evangelistic report; it was approved, & put into the hands of a committee consisting of Rev J. N. Waddel, D. D., Rev. F. Patton, O. F. Rogers, J. M. Simpson and B. G. Christopher.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard presented his statistical report which was accepted & placed in the hands of the financial com., consisting of Wm A. Gray, J. D. West and R. W. Paden.

A communication was laid before Presbytery from Rev. E. O. Frierson, touching a balance due on Rev A. Penland’s salary which was referred to the finance committee as above.

Took recess for 15 minutes.
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Resumed business. Rev J. D. West read an essay upon the believer’s union with Christ, as by previous appointment.

After the reading, the Pres. entered upon a very interesting conference upon the subject, pending the conference, took recess till 3 o’clock.

3 o’clock p.m.

Resumed business. Before entering upon the conference, Rev. J. A. Sloan asked & ob​tained leave of absence from remaining sessions.

W. M. Roberts, Elder from Providence, appeared in Pres. and rendering reasons for tar​diness, took his seat. 

The conference upon the subject of the believer’s union with Christ, was resumed and concluded.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons introduced Mr B. M. Faris as a suitable person to preach the gospel. Revs J. A. Kimmons, W. A. Gray and W. M. Roberts were appointed a committee to report upon the application of Mr Faris to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock.

Pres. proceeded to examine Mr. Godfrey upon experimental piety and upon the motives which led him to desire the work of the gospel ministry. His examination being satis​factory, he was taken under the care of Pres. as a candidate for the gospel ministry.
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Rev O. F. Rogers made a statement to presbytery to the effect that Mr. Thomas Mc​Cormick was recommended to this body for admission to licensure under peculiar con​ditions: and on motion the whole matter was referred to a committee consisting of J. N. Waddel, W. A. Gray, F. Patton, O. F. Rogers, A. McClaren & B. M. Faris.

Presbytery then adjourned until 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday, 8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and after half an hour’s devotional exercises, the minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons presented a report from the committee appointed to take the case of Mr. B. M. Faris under advisement: the report was received & amended and is as follows. That Bro. B. M. Faris be received under the care of Pres. and parts of trial be assigned, with a view to his licensure.

Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. Faris upon experimental religion, his views in relation to his entering upon the work of the gospel ministry, & his literary course, all of which was approved & sustained. Parts of trial were assigned Mr F. as follows. For popular sermon, Gal. 6:14. Popular Lecture, 23rd Psalm. Critical Exercise, 1 Tim 3:16. Latin thesis, An regnum Christi aeternum sit?

[105]

The Committee on Minutes of the Gen. Assembly reported; the report was received & adopted as follows. The Com. on the Minutes of Gen’l Assembly report that on page 312 they find as answer to overture from the Pres. of Holston, asking among other things that church sessions be required to keep a roll of all non-communing members (both infant or adult), &c., your com. recommend that this presbytery require its church sessions in the dismission of both communing and non-communing members, to bring their practice into conformity with the standards of the Church, Ch XI, Book of Discipline.

Your com. recommend that the Pres. earnestly urge upon all its churches & ministers to observe the injunctions of the Ass. found on pages 316 & 317, excepting that portion suggesting that we all act fully through the Ass’s plan. This we may not do without inter​fering with our own established plan. But the com. recommend that this Pres. report to the Gen’l Ass., annually as to the work done by their evangelist.

Your com. would call attention to the report of the comm. of the Ass. on Sabbath schools, found on pages 322 & 323, which is as follows (see minutes) without recom​mending any action except as to the 4th-7th articles inclusive.

The com. recommend that the pres obey the

[106]

injunction of the Ass. in art. 2nd on pages 326-32 to foster & cherish this agency, i.e., Also that article referring to the work of aiding invalid & infirm ministers & widows & orphans of dec’d ministers, be carefully noted, and that contributions be regularly taken up for this object.

In accordance with the recommendation of the Assembly on page 331, this com. would suggest that Pres require each candidate under its care to report semi-annually to Pres. all funds rec’d by him from the Ass’s Committee on Church Collections.

The com. recommend, on the subject of Systematic Benevolence, that the 2nd art. of the report on Systematic Benevolence on page 221 requiring pastors & S.S. to bring the claims of the objects of Benevolence distinctly before their charges be regarded.

The com. simply call the attention of to the action of Ass. found on page 335, in relation to endowment fund of publication, without endorsing it.

Mr Thomas McCormick

The committee to which was referred the case of Mr. Thomas McCormick presented the following report, which was received & adopted. The com. to which was referred the case of Mr. Thomas McCormick, for consideration, respectfully report to Pres. that after deliberating maturely on the subject, had having 
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conversed with Mr. McCormick, and also having examined certain papers in his pos​ses​sion, they have arrived at the knowledge of certain facts, and from these facts they have reached certain conclusions, which facts & conclusions they proceed to lay before Pres. for their information & action. 

1. Mr. McCormick is represented in these papers, & by his own statement, to be a grad​uate of Belfast College, Ireland, & a student of theology under Dr. Chalmers. 

2. He was a licentiate for ten years under the care of the Pres. of Ohio, Synod of Pitts​burgh, Pa. 

3. He has a unanimous call to the pastoral care of a church. 

4. He has supplied a church at Buckingham C. H., state of Va., for four months.

5. He has taught in Ky & Ark.

6. He supplied a church in Covington Co., Miss.

7. He has a certificate from the Stated Clerk of Ohio Pres. to the effect that he was a li​centiate in good & regular standing, and allowing him to labor out of their bounds.

8. He has a letter commendatory accompanying this certificate from Dr Swift.

9. He has letters from Dr. Stuart Robinson & Dr. W. W. Hill., and Dr Rice, commending him to the favor of friends.

10. He has a copy of an action of Pres. of Ohio, taking from him his license upon the ostensible ground of unacceptableness to the churches.
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11. He has not been engaged in the work of the ministry for years. 

In view of all the facts your com. state that they have discovered nothing upon which to base a charge of immoral or unchristian conduct in the case of Mr. McCormick, on the contrary they have formed the opinion that he is held in high esteem in this regard by those who have been thrown with him; we further state that we sympathize with him in his trials & disappointments, which seem to have befallen him, partly from a want of worldly wisdom, and partly from other causes. Moreover we do not doubt his scholarly & other attainments. Having said this much, your com. feel bound to state furthermore, that in their opinion, the Pres. owes it to the cause of truth & righteousness to proceed with all caution & deliberation, & we recommend 

1st That Presbytery first decline to take any measures to restore Mr. McCormick’s license for the present. 

2nd That he be advised to engage in such active exercises of religious duty as are allow​able to laymen, such as teaching in Sab. schools, giving a word of exhortation as oppor​tunity may offer, under the care & advice of some minister or ministers of our Ch.

3rd That Presbytery further postpone the further consideration of the case until the spring meeting.

4th That in the meantime the presbytery open a correspondence with the Pres. of Ohio,
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the church at Buckingham C. H., Va., the people of Zion Church, Covington Co., Miss., & all other places where there may be a prospect of obtaining such information as may enable us to decide the case in such manner as may be most conducive to the interests of the kingdom of Christ.

Dr. Waddel & W. A. Gray were appointed a committee to conduct the correspondence in the case of Mr. McCormick.

The committee to whom the evangelistic work was referred reported; the report was rec’d and adopted, as follows.

The com. to which the report of the evangelist for the past year as to his work within our bounds, was referred would respectfully report that they have carefully considered the subject in all its parts, and have unanimously arrived at the following conclusions.

1. They are impressed more profoundly than ever with the vast importance of the evan​gel​istic work, as a means of extending the Redeemer’s kingdom.

2. They earnestly unite in commending this great work to the fostering care of all our churches.

3. We believe there is abundant reason for cheering encouragement in reviewing the nar​rative of the evangelist’s efforts for the past year.

4. They bless God for the tokens of His Divine favor manifested towards our
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devoted & faithful evangelist, and profoundly sympathize with him in his trials.

5. We believe the greater portion of these trials, now pressing so sorely upon him, is trace​able to the criminal negligence of the churches & ministers in failing to provide the means for his support.

6. We feel constrained to call upon the presbytery to make additional efforts to raise the amount necessary to secure his salary, partially [?] to be paid.

7. We believe Rev. J. H. Gaillard to be the very man, of all our number, adapted to this work, and while we cannot censure him for his temporary discouragement under the cir​cumstances, we earnestly depreciate his giving up the work, and affectionately & unan​​i​mously call upon him to abide, at least, a while longer in his field of labor.

J. K. P. Newton

Mr. J. K. P. Newton having signified his acceptance of the call of Providence Church, an adjourned meeting of Pres. to meet at Providence, Thursday before the 3rd Sab. in Oct. was appointed with a view to ordination & installation of Bro. Newton. Eph. 2:8 was assigned Mr. Newton as a theme on which to prepare a sermon.

Rev. F. Patton was appointed to preach the sermon, Rev. J. A. Sloan his alternate. Rev. J. H. Gaillard to deliver the charge to the pastor, Rev. O. F. Rogers his alternate. J. A. Kim​mons to deliver the charge to the people,
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Rev. T. C. Stuart his alternate.

Conference.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was appointed to prepare an essay for the conference of the next meet​ing of Pres. The subject assigned, the most effective mode of preaching. 

Committee of supplies reported, the report was rec’d & adopted, as follows.

Iuka, 1 Sab. Sept. Rogers.

Iuka, 1 Sab. Oct, Sloan.

Iuka, 1 Sab. Nov., Gray.

Iuka, 1 Sab. Dec., Patton.

Iuka, 1 Sab. Jan., Kimmons.

Iuka, 1 Sab. Feb., Newton.

Iuka, 1 Sab. March, Kimmons.

New Albany, Oct 2nd, Newton.

Sarepta, Dec., West.

Tallahatchie, Jan., Neel.

New Albany, Feb., McFarland.

L. Settle, J. M. Simpson, & B. G. Christopher obtained leave of absence from the remain​ing sessions of Pres. took recess till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock.

Resumed business.

J. N. Waddel, J. D. West, J. F. Tankersley, J. R. Dixon & J. M. Dozier obtained leave of absence from remaining sessions of Pres.

Com. on the financial report of evangelist reported; report rec’d and adopted as follows. The com. to whom was referred the financial 
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report of our evangelist would respectfully report that we find the report correct; and would recommend that the same policy hitherto pursued to raise funds for carrying on our evangelistic work, be continued (viz.): by church & individual subscriptions. It was re​sol​ved that in order to the extinction of Presbytery’s indebtedness to Rev. A. Penland, due for evangelistic labors during 1872, previous to the division of the presbytery, Pres. as​sume her just proportion of the amount due, & suggest that Tuscumbia Pres. be requested to raise due proportion.

Evangelist’s Financial Report.

The last report showed a balance due your evangelist of $68.99 for the year 1872. Rec’d since for that year, from Oxford $40.55. Birmingham $10.00. Com. Fund $10.20. Sarepta $15.pp. Zion $5.00. Oak Forest $1.00. Total 66.90. Rec’d since last report for 1873, from Ripley $30.00. Pontotoc $22.50. Tupelo $12.50. J. N. Waddel, D.D. $37.50. {o9ttsbprp $22.00. J. H. Gaillard $12.50. Tallahatchie $12.15. New Albany $7.00. Lebanon $5.00. Total for 1873 $161.65. Rec’d previously $232.25. Total for 1873 $393.40. Salary promised $1000.00

Paid             393.40

Bal due    $  606.60








Respectfully submitted,








J. H. Gaillard, Evangelist.
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Leave of absence was granted P. F. Witherspoon from remaining sessions of Pres.

The Stated Clerk presented the presbyterial statistical report which was received & adopted. It is as follows. Presbytery of Chickasaw would respectfully report to the Synod of Memphis that we consist of 13 members, have under our care 27 churches, and three candidates; that on the 8th day of April we licensed Mr. J. K. P. Newton to preach the gospel as a probationer for the gospel ministry, that on the 4th of September we received by letter Rev J. A. Sloan from the Pres. of North Miss. and that on the 27th day of Sept we ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry Mr. Daniel K. McFarland, & installed him as pastor of Hopewell church. On the 17th Oct we ordained Mr. J. K. P. Newton & installed him as pastor of Providence Ch. 

Upon motion it was resolved that the books & money belonging to presbyterial Publi​cation Fund in the hands of Rev. S. M. Neel be transferred to Rev O. F. Rogers & the session of Boonville Church.

The Com. on Narrative to Synod were allowed till the adjourned meeting in Sept. to make their report.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Hopewell on Thursday before 4th Sab Sept., 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer, singing & benediction.

J. D. West,





Jno. N. Waddel, Moderator.

Tem. Clerk.





Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Hopewell Ch.,

Sept 26th 1873.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Min​isters present J. N. Waddel, D.D., A. M. Mooney, J. D. West and S. M. Neel and John Foster, ruling elder, Hopewell Ch.

Rev A. M. Mooney & J. Foster were appointed a committee on devotional exercises. 

Presbytery then proceeded to hear the trial sermon of Mr. D. K. McFarland, from John 3:14, 15, the text appointed.

Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock.

2 ½ o’clock

Resumed business. On motion the sermon of the candidate was sustained as a part of his trial. Presbytery then went into an examination of the candidate on the Hebrew language, Church Government, and Sacraments, all of which were sustained as parts of trial.

To-morrow, 11 o’clock a.m., was appointed as the hour for the ordination & installation of Mr. McFarland. Adjourned till to-morrow, 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.

Sept 27th 1873, 11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment. Present as on yesterday. Rev S. M. Neel, ac​cording to appointment, preached the sermon, & proposed the constitutional questions to the candidate & people, when the candidate was solemnly set apart, by the laying
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on of the hands of the presbytery & prayer to the solemn work of holy ministry. Dr. Wad​del then delivered the charge to the pastor, & Rev J. D. West to the people.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Providence Ch. on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in October, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.

J. D. West,





S. M. Neel, Moderator.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Providence Ch.,

Oct. 16th 1873.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met at Providence Church, and in the absence of the moderator, was opened with a sermon by Rev. F. Patton, from Acts 2:28.

Ministers present, F. Patton, J. A. Kimmons & J. H. Gaillard. Ruling Elder Wm. Roberts, Providence Church.

After sermon presbytery was constituted with prayer. Rev. F. Patton was chosen moder​ator, & Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Tem. Clerk.

Took recess till 3 o’clock.

3 o’clock.

Resumed business. Presbytery proceeded to the examination of Mr. J. K. P. Newton, with a view to his ordination to the full work of the gospel ministry; resuming the examination where it was suspended when he was licensed.

He was examined upon the constitution, rules & principles of the Government, and
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the discipline of the Church. He was then examined upon the Sacraments, all of which were sustained as parts of trial.

Rev. S. Mayfield, & Rev. E. Rankin of the Methodist E. Church, South, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Took recess till 7 o’clock p.m.

7 o’clock

Pres. met. Heard the sermon of Mr. J. K. P. Newton from the text, assigned him by Pres., Eph. 2:8, 9, which was sustained as a part of trial.

Adjourned till 9 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning 9 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Rev. M. B. Feemster of the C. Pres. Ch., being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member, as was also Rev. Wm Cooper, of the Methodist Ch, South.

Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. Newton on Ecclesiastical History, which exami​nation was sustained as a whole.

Rev. F. Patton preached the ordination sermon from 1st John 1:9. After which Mr. J. K. P. Newton was ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry, by prayer & the laying on [of] the hands of Presbytery.
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Bro. Newton was then installed pastor of the Providence Church. Rev F. Patton pro​pounded the constitutional questions. Rev. J. H. Gaillard delivering the charge to the pastor; and Rev. J. A. Kimmons delivering the charge to the people.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Ripley, on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April, 11 o’clock a.m., 1874. Closed with prayer & benediction.

J. A. Kimmons,




F. Patton, Moderator.

Tem. Clerk.





Wm A. Gray, Stated Clk.

Examined and approved in Synod at Holly Springs, Miss., Nov 15, 1873.

S. I. Reid, Mod.
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Holly Springs, 

Nov. 14th 1873.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw was convened by order of Synod of Memphis, and was con​stituted by prayer. Present ministers, Wm A. Gray, Jno. N. Waddel, D.D., LL.D., F. Patton, Jno. A. Kimmons. J. H. Gaillard & S. N. Neel. Elders, James Rogan, Ripley, D. McFarland, Hopewell, P. H. McCutchen, Oxford, and W. L. Lorance, Tupelo. Rev. J. H. Gaillard was chosen Tem. Clerk.

Rev. S. W. Mitchell presenting a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of St Louis, after examination, was received as a member of this presbytery.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & S. W. Mitchell were appointed a committee to visit Burnsville the 5th Sabbath the present month, with a view to the organization of a church at that place, if the way be clear. Presbytery instructed its Committee on Sustentation, to apply to the Central Committee for $300 to supplement the salary of Rev S. W. Mitchell.

Presbytery adjourned, sine die. Closed with prayer.

J. H. Gaillard,





S. Mitchell, Mod.

Tem. Clerk.





Wm A. Gray, Stated Clk.
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Ripley, Miss.

April 16th 1874

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the mod​erator was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. A. Kimmons, from Mark 1:16-20. Con​sti​tuted with prayer.

Present ministers: Wm A. Gray & J. A. Kimmons. Elders James Rogan, Ripley, B. M. Faris, Corinth.

There not being a quorum present, adjourned till 2 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

2 ½ o’clock 

Met. There still not being a quorum present, adjourned till to-morrow morning 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

April 17th 1874, 

9 o’clock.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday, with Rev. J. D. West & Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Elders J. R. Gray, Harmony, [and] I. N. White, Pontotoc. There being a quorum present, proceeded to business. Rev. J. H. Gaillard was elected moder​ator, and B. M. Faris Tem. Clerk. Minutes of the last regular & adjourned meetings were read. 

W. A. Gray & J. Rogan were appointed a com. on devotional exercises.

The committee appointed to visit Burnsville with a view to the organization of a church, reported that they had visited Burnsville, and that the way for organization was not open. Report was sustained.

Rev. J. D. West & J. R. Gray were appointed a committee to bring in a report on the indebtedness of this presbytery to
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Evangelist of Tuscumbia Presbytery. The com. appointed to correspond in reference to Mr. Thomas McCormick, made their report, which was received, and the whole corres​pondence was referred to a committee consisting of Revs Wm A. Gray & J. A. Kimmons & I. N. White.

Presbytery took recess, till after divine service.

Resumed business. Reports were received from our supplies to vacant churches, which were approved. Rev. J. D. West, Rev. J. A. Kimmons & James Rogan were appointed a Committee on Supplies. Pres. took recess till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock.

Resumed business. Rev. J. A. Sloan & ruling elder I. A. Hickman from New Albany Church appeared in presbytery & rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

The Standing Committee on Sustentation made a report, which was received & approved. 

The Trustees of Chickasaw Female College presented their annual report; which was received & referred to a special committee consisting of Revs J. D. West, Wm A. Gray & I. A. Hickman.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & P. H. McCutchen were elected commissioners to Gen. Assembly, with Rev. S. M. Neel & W. A. Minter as alternates.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was instructed to write to those churches which were prevented
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providentially from sending delegates to Pres., in reference to their assessment for com​missioner’s fund.

Pontotoc was chosen as the place for fall meeting of presbytery.

Committees to examine sessional records were appointed as follows.

Pontotoc, Rev. J. A. Kimmons & J. A. Hickman.

Harmony, Rev. J. A. Sloan & I. N. White.

Ripley, Rev. J. D. West & I. R. Gray.

Walnut Creek, Rev. J. A. Kimmons & Jas Rogan.

New Albany, Rev. Wm A. Gray & I. N. White.

Oak Forest, Rev. J. A. Sloan & J. A. Hickman.

Corinth, Rev. J. D. West & I. R. Gray.

Saturday afternoon, 3 o’clock was appointed as the hour for essay & conference, on the best mode of preaching.

The following committees were appointed to prepare reports to the Gen. Assembly. On evangelism in our bounds, Wm A. Gray, J. A. Sloan & J. A. Hickman. On Systematic Benevolence, J. D. West and Jas Rogan. On Sabbath schools, J. A. Kimmons and I. R. Gray. 

Proceeded to the examination of Mr. B. M. Faris. Examination was sustained.

Took recess till after divine service to-night.

Pres. resumed business after divine worship.

First hour of the day on Saturday was appointed for a free conversation on
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the state of religion within our bounds. Rev. J. A. Sloan & J. Ragan were appointed com. to prepare a narrative to Gen. Assembly.

Revs J. D. West & Wm A. Gray were appointed a committee to examine the Latin thesis of our candidate, Mr. Faris. Presbytery then heard his Greek exegesis, which was ap​proved as a part of trial. 

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday, April 18th
8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met, and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

The appointed hour having arrived, presbytery entered upon a free conversation on the state of religion: pending which Rev O. F. Rogers & J. W. Kendrick, Elder from Boon​ville Church appeared in presbytery & rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

At the close of the free conversation, our evangelist presented his report which was read & referred to Rev. O. F. Rogers & J. W. Kendrick, committee.

The records of Boonville Ch. were referred to a committee consisting of Rev. J. A. Kimmons & B. M. Faris. The records of Ebenezer to Rev. J. A. Sloan & I. N. White.

Took recess till 11 o’clock.

11 o’clock.

Presbytery heard the trial sermon of Mr. B. M. Faris, which was sustained as a part of trial. 

Took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.
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2 o’clock.

Resumed business. The committee on our work of evangelism reported; report was re​ceived, adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Assembly.

But few of our churches presenting their statistical reports, the Stated Clerk was allowed time to prepare statistical report to the Gen. Assembly, after said reports obtained be for​warded to him.

The committee appointed to examine the Latin thesis of Mr. Faris reported; report was adopted & the thesis sustained as part of trial.

The committee appointed upon the report of the trustees of Pontotoc Female College reported; report was received & adopted, as follows. Your committee recommend

1. That the work of repairing the building & protecting the grounds of the college, & also the sale of the transil [?] instrument, to aid in the purchase of a telescope, be entrusted to the Hon. Board of Trustees, in whose judgment we have all confidence.

2nd, That the vacancies occurring in the Board of Trustees at this meeting of Pres. be filled by the election of the following trustees. Col. G. G. Reneau, Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., Hon. Jeff. Wilson, W. V. Frierson, J. A. Hickman & Rev. D. K. McFarland.

3rd, That Pres. expresses its great gratification at the marked evidences of prosperity in our college, and extend to its pres-
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ident our hearty congratulations & our sympathy.

4th, That presbytery hereby expresses the humble hope, & earnest wish, that God of his exceeding mercy may bless this institution & make it the means of still more extended usefulness in giving a solid & Christian education to the future mothers of the land.

5th, That the name of Rev J. D. West, be substituted for that of Rev E. O. Frierson, who is without our bounds.

The committee appointed to prepare a report on Systematic Benevolence, reported: the report was received & adopted, & ordered to be sent up to the Gen. Assembly.

The committees on the sessional records of New Albany, Boonville, Oak Forest, Ponto​toc, Ebenezer, & Walnut Creek, reported; the reports were received & adopted.

The hour having arrived, heard an essay by Rev J. H. Gaillard, upon the best mode of preaching, after which presbytery entered upon a conference upon the same subject. 

Rev. Wm A. Gray was appointed to read the presbyterial essay at next meeting of pres​bytery at Pontotoc. Subject: the two natures of the regenerate man.

The committee appointed to prepare a narrative to the Gen. Assembly, presented their report, which was received, adopted, & the paper ordered to be forwarded to the Assem​bly.
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Presbytery then heard the popular lecture of Mr. Faris, which was sustained as a part of trial. On motion all the parts of trial were sustained as a whole.

Mr. Thomas McCormick, having moved without our bounds, and requesting permission to withdraw his application to this presbytery for license to preach, it was granted, and the committee on the correspondence was discharged.

Pres. took recess till after divine worship to-night.

Pres. resumed business, and proceeded in due form to license Mr. B. M. Faris, as a pro​bationer for the gospel ministry.

The committee appointed to prepare a report to the Gen. Assembly on the subject of Sab​bath schools, reported; report was received & adopted, & directed to be sent up to the Assembly.

The report of the committee of supplies was made: it was received & adopted as follows. Sloan to preach at New Albany, May. Neel, Tallahatchie, June. Newton, New Albany, July. Kimmons, New Albany, August. West & McFarland, Pittsboro, September. Patton, Sarepta, Sept. Faris, New Albany, September.

Our evangelist presented the following as his financial report to presbytery. As per last report, your evangelist received for 1873 the sum of $390.90. Received since $371.37. Total rec’d $762.27.
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Salary $1000.00. $762.27 taken from $1000.00 leaves a balance due of $237.73. Re​leased claim to $75.00. Balance due for 1873 $162.73.

The following sums have been received for 1874: From Dr Waddel $25.00. J. D. West $37.17. D. K. McFarland $6.25. New Albany $10.00. Tupelo $12.50. Boonville $12.25. John Tankersley $10.00. Ripley $25.00. Oak Forest $10.00. Pontotoc $25.00. Wm A. Gray $20.00. J. H. Gaillard $12.50. Total for 1874 $205.67.

The committee appointed upon the report of our evangelist presented the following re​port, which was received & adopted.

1st, Looking over the whole half year’s work, we feel, that although there is no marked evidence of immediate fruit, yet the labors of our evangelist have been crowned with suc​cess.

2nd, We recommend that the chairman of the Committee of Sustentation be required by Presbytery to notify the delinquent subscribers & churches of the deficit of the evangel​ist’s salary: and if necessary, take such steps as in his judgment he may think best for the collecting of the sums promised.

Pres. granted Rev. I. L. Harris leave to labor within our bounds till meeting of Pres.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Pontotoc Thursday before 1st Sab Oct, 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with prayer.

B. M. Faris,





J. H. Gaillard, Moderator.

Tem. Clerk.





Wm A. Gray, Stated Clk.
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Pontotoc, Miss.

July 2nd 1874.

The Pres. of Chickasaw having been called by the moderator, in pro re nata meeting, in due form, met. Present, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Rev. F. Patton, Rev. J. D. West, Rev. D. K. McFarland, Rev. J. A. Sloan. S. W. Newell, Elder from Oak Forest, & J. N. Cameron, Monroe. The meeting was opened with prayer.

Rev. S. J. Bingham of Tombeckbee Pres., being present was invited to sit as a cor​res​ponding member.

Presbytery proceeded to the consideration of the business indicated in the call of the moderator (viz.): the dissolution of the pastoral relation between Rev D. K. McFarland & the Hopewell Church, & the dismission of Bro. McFarland to the Pres. of Savannah. Rev. D. K. McFarland asked for a dissolution of the pastoral relation between himself & the Hopewell Ch. The minute of a congregational meeting of Hopewell Church was then read, showing the unanimous consent of the congregation to have the request of the pastor granted, whereupon it was resolved that the pastoral relation between Rev. D. K. McFarland & Hopewell Church be, and hereby is dissolved. Dr. Waddel was appointed to preach at Hopewell between now & fall meeting: and declare the pulpit vacant. Rev. D. K. McFarland, at his request, was granted a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of Savan​nah.

Adjourned sine die. Closed with prayer.








J. H. Gaillard, Mod.
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Pontotoc, Miss.

Oct 1st, 1872, 11:00 a.m.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment. At the request of the mod​erator, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. K. P. Newton from Rom. 10:5. Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

J. N. Waddel, D.D.




W. A. Boyd, Ripley.

Jas. A. Sloan





G. P. Baskin, Tupelo.

Jas. H. Gaillard.




Aaron Shive, Sarepta.

S. M. Neel.





P. F. Witherspoon, Pontotoc.

J. D. West.





J. N. Cameron, Monroe.

J. K. P. Newton.




J. R. Gray, Harmony.








B. G. Christopher, Birmingham.

J. A. Lauderdale, Tallahatchie.

T. P. Park Providence.

J. L. Marion, Unity.

O. H. Wiley, Hopewell.

W. H. Jernigan, Oak Forest.

The evangelist reported the organization of Bethel Church of 25 members; it was re​ceived under the care of Presbytery, & David Gaillard Elder from this Church was en​rolled as a member of Presbytery.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton was elected moderator, and P. F. Witherspoon, Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.
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2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. The minutes of the last stated meeting, and of the pro re nata meeting, were read.

Rev. F. Patton, Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Rev D. A. Todd, and J. A. Hickman, Elder from New Albany, appeared & gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained. Reasons for absence from the last stated meeting were rendered by Dr. Waddel, Rev. S. M. Neel for himself & elders, and by Rev J. H. Gaillard for Elder from Zion, all of which were sus​tained.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons, commissioner to last Assembly, reported his attendance. A letter from Judge McCutchen of Oxford reported his attendance also.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard reported that some of the old outstanding subscriptions, in support of the work of evangelism had been paid, & the money forwarded to Rev. A. Penland, & that a balance of 27.50 was still due him. The report was received and a subscription was taken to meet this balance, to be paid to the Chairman of Sustentation, at or before the meeting of Synod next, to be paid then to Bro. Penland.

Henry Miller

Rev J. D. West introduced Mr. Henry Miller to Pres. with a view to his entering the gos​pel ministry. Pres proceeded at once to his examination upon personal reli-
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gion & also as to his views & motives leading him to desire to enter upon the work of the ministry. The entire examination was sustained & he was taken under the care of Pres. as a candidate for the ministry.

It was resolved that presbytery require a written report upon each candidate under its care at every stated meeting, & shewing how each candidate has been engaged since the pre​ceding meeting.

A letter of dismission was presented by Mr. Scott A. Murray, a candidate for the gospel ministry from the Brazos Presbytery, Texas, to this Presbytery; he was taken under the care of Pres.

A verbal report was made by Rev. S. M. Neel as to our candidate, Mr. R. O. B. Morrow, stating that he has changed his place of study from Columbia Seminary, to Union, and requests that the next meeting of Presbytery be held after the close of the session at Union, that he may attend, & apply for licensure.

Rev J. A. Sloan, Rev. S. M. Neel & Elder J. L. Marion were appointed a committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Oct 2nd, 8 ½ a.m.

Presbytery met, and after half an hour spent in devotional exercises, the minutes of yes​terday were read & approved.
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A letter was received from Rev Wm A. Gray assigning reasons for absence from the pres​ent meeting, which were sustained.

A letter was received from Rev. S. W. Mitchell, requesting a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of St Louis, Mo. The Stated Clerk was authorized to forward him a letter of dismission.

Also a letter of dismission, upon application, was granted to Mr. B. M. Faris, licentiate, to put himself under the care of the Pres. of Western District. Stated Clerk was directed to furnish him such letter.

Rev. O. F. Rogers appeared in Pres. and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sus​tained.

Rev J. H. Gaillard read his evangelistic report which was received, & referred to a special committee, consisting of Rev. Dr. J. N. Waddel, Rev. S. M. Neel and P. F. Witherspoon.

Rev. Dr. Waddel tendered his resignation as chairman of the presbyterial Committee of Education. His resignation was accepted and Rev. J. K. P. Newton was appointed in his room.

Dr. Waddel stated the amounts needed by our candidates for the ensuing
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year would be as follows. Mr. Morrow $200. Mr. Newell $200. Mr. Murray $75. Mr. Miller $150, which, on motion, were allowed.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton was nominated as commissioner to next Gen. Assembly, with Rev. J. A. Sloan as alternate. Dr. J. W. Frazer as lay commissioner, with Wm B. Gilmer as alternate.

Took recess till 2 ½ p.m.

2 ½ p.m.

Pres met. To-morrow 10 a.m. was appointed as the hour for the conference on the subject appointed by last Presbytery.

The Com. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly reported verbally, calling attention to the plan proposed for contributions, and sent down to the presbyteries for adoption or rejection.

Pending the discussion, Dr. R. McInnis of the Central Miss. Pres., being present, was in​vited to a seat as a corresponding member.

On motion presbytery entered into an interlocutory meeting for the consideration of the subject under discussion: after which it was submitted to a committee consisting of Rev J. A. Sloan, Rev. F. Patton, & J. L. Marion to bring in a report at our spring meeting.

The Committee on Minutes, next called the attention of Pres. to the plan proposed for collecting the commissioner’s fund, subject was referred to the same committee. Wm Barr Gilmer, Elder from Lebanon and B. F. Rasberry from Zion, appeared in

[133]

Presbytery and tendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

On motion it was made the first item of business for to-morrow to consider the action of the Assembly in reference to the African Church.

It was resolved that when presbytery finally adjourns it be to meet at Bolivar, at the call of the moderator, during the sessions of Synod.

Bethel was chosen as the place for holding the spring sessions of presbytery; time of meeting, Thursday before the 4th Sabbath of April, 11 o’clock a.m.

Elder O. H. Wiley was granted leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Rev F. Patton & David Gaillard were appointed a committee on sup​plies.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

8 ½ a.m., Oct 3rd.

Presbytery met. After engaging in religious exercises, the minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. O. F. Rogers and Elder Wm A. Minter were appointed on the Committee of Sus​tentation, with Rev. J. A. Sloan.

The hour having arrived for the consideration of the Assembly’s action with reference to the African Church, after some dis-
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cussion. The Presbytery adopted unanimously the Assembly’s plan, looking to the estab​lishment of an independent Presbyterian Church organization for the colored people.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Rev. J. D. West, and Elder Wm A. Boyd were appointed a com​mittee to prepare a narrative of the state of religion for Synod.

George A. Rogers & Wm Gilmer (colored), were introduced to presbytery as candidates for the gospel ministry. Rev. F. Patton, Rev. J. D. West & Elder J. R. Gray were ap​pointed a committee for their examination.

The Committee on the Evangelist’s Report reported, which is as follows. The committee to which was referred the evangelist’s report would respectfully state to Pres. that they have considered it, & find in it, in summing up its contents, the following facts.

1. There have been nine accessions in the whole field by profession.

2. One church organized under favorable circumstances.

3. A prospect of one other being organized hereafter.

4. The state of religion in the field not very encouraging—& not hopeless.

5. The salary of the evangelist for 1873 deficient to the amount of $80.93, for 1874, $460.83. Total for both years $541.76. 

With this state of facts before us, the committee feel prepared to recommend 
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1. That measures be adopted by presbytery to have the deficiency in the salary of the evangelist promptly paid up.

2. That Pres. adopt some plan for the more thorough prosecution of this work hereafter than ever before. The people need stirring up, in all the graces of the Spirit, and the min​isters need to have their hands strengthened, their hearts encouraged in their own work—and a combination of effort on the part of pastors & [stated supplies] with the evangelist, should be enjoined. The report was received & adopted.

The hour for the conference having arrived, this was postponed to the spring meeting, & Rev. Wm A. Gray was continued as essayist.

The report of the Committee on the Evangelist’s Report was then adopted.

On motion a Standing Committee on Evangelism within our bounds was appointed, con​sisting of J. D. West, Rev. F. Patton, Elders J. R. Gray, H. A. Barr & Dr J. W. Frazer, with instructions to draft rules & regulations for the management of this business, the same to be submitted to presbytery at its spring meeting.

Rev W. T. Savage of N. Miss. Pres. being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.
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Recess till 2 ½ p.m.

2 ½ p.m.

Presbytery met. Report of Com. on Commissioner’s Fund for last year was read & com​mittee discharge. The papers of this committee were transferred to a new committee con​sisting of Rev. F. Patton, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, & Aaron Shive.

Supplies appointed at last meeting all reported compliance. Report of the com. appointed was received & adopted as follows. To preach

Neel, Tallahatchie, 3rd Sab. Nov’r.

Patton, Oak Forest, 2nd Sab. Dec’r.

Rogers, Bethel, 2nd Sab. Jan.

Neel, Tallahatchie, 3rd Sab. Feb.

Patton, Sarepta, 4th Sab. Feb.

West, Pittsboro, 1st Sab. March.

Sloan, New Albany, 3rd Sab. March.

Newton, New Albany, 3rd Sab. April.

Kimmons, Iuka, at discretion, two Sabbaths.

The Committee on the Narrative to Synod reported: report was received, adopted, & ordered to be forwarded to Synod.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons was appointed a committee to wait on our candidate, Benjamin Godfrey, & ascertain his intentions as to the prosecution of his studies for the ministry, and report the same to the meeting at Synod.

Wm B. Gilmer & W. H. Jernigan had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard tendered his resignation as evangelist, to take effect at the end of the year.
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The resignation of Bro. Gaillard was accepted. A committee, consisting of F. Patton & J. A. Kimmons was appointed to draft resolutions expressing the respect of Pres. for Bro. Gaillard & its high appreciation of his services.

Presbytery proceeded to the election of an evangelist to succeed Bro. Gaillard. Rev. Dr. R. McInnis was elected.

O. F. Rogers obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres. Also like leave of absence was granted Elder G. B. Christopher.

The committee appointed to examine colored candidates reported. Report was received & adopted as follows. Your committee report that they have examined the colored candi​dates on experimental religion, & their motives in seeking the gospel ministry, & being fully satisfied with their answers, we recommend the following. Resolved

1st, That Presbytery receive these brethren under its care as candidates for the gospel min​istry.

2nd, That G. A. Rogers be placed under the care of Bro. O. F. Rogers as his teacher in theology, & that Wm Gilmer be placed under the care of Bro. J. D. West.

Rev. F. Patton announced that at a suitable time he would present the subject of a pres​byterial male school.
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Rev. J. D. West announced the result of his efforts to secure the money for the College Roof, about $450.00 subscribed. 

Subscription papers were opened to raise evangelist’s salary.

The Com. on Commissioner’s Fund &c reported; report was received & adopted as fol​lows. Bethel $4. Oxford $10. Pontotoc $5. Pittsboro $2. Sarepta $3. Oak Forest $3. Lebanon $5. Iuka $1. Ripley $6.50. Walnut Creek $5. Ebenezer $3. Tupelo $7. Zion $6. New Hope $6. Corinth $4. Boonville $5.50. Providence $4. Bethany $3. Harmony $6. Hebron $3. Birmingham $6. Hopewell $6.50. Gaston $3. Tallahatchie $2. Monroe $4. Unity $5.50. new Albany $5. Baldwyn $3.

Recess till after divine service to-night.

After divine service Pres. was called to order: and proceeded to consider the matter of rais​ing the evangelist’s salary; and it was resolved that it be made the duty of each minis​ter to ascertain the amount that can be raised in his church or churches for this purpose, the same to be reported to meeting of Pres. during Synod. The chairman of the Com​mit​tee on Evangelism was authorized to offer to Dr. McInnis the sum of twelve hundred dollars as certain, with the probability of a larger amount.

The committee appointed to bring in a minute expressive of the feelings of Pres. towards Bro. Gaillard submitted the
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following, which was unanimously adopted. In accepting the resignation of Brother Gail​lard, Presbytery hereby expresses their high appreciation of his past services. His labors have been arduous, demanding long seasons of absence from home, long journeys on horseback, through mud & rain, heat & cold, & the endurance of many privations & great self-denial. For four years he has patiently endured the privations, & faithfully performed the arduous duties of his self-denying work as an evangelist among our feeble and scat​tered churches. Providence has surely smiled upon our evangelistic enterprise. But the amount of good accomplished by our evangelist is known only to the Great Head of the Church, and to Him be all the glory. 

Presbytery cordially returned [thanks] to the citizens of Pontotoc for their hospitality.

Rev J. D. West was appointed an agent to collect the balance necessary to re-cover the college building. After discussion upon the subject, it was determined to establish a male presbyterial school. A committee was appointed to receive propositions from various locations, with a view to the establishment of such a school. Rev F. Patton, Rev J. A. Kimmons, Rev J. D. West, P. F. Witherspoon & Dr J. W. Frazer were appointed said committee.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet at the call of the moderator at Bolivar, Tenn., during the meeting of Synod. Closed with singing, prayer & the benediction.

P. F. Witherspoon,




J. K. P. Newton, Mod.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Examined and approved in 

Synod in session, Bolivar, Tennessee.

Nov 6th 1874, John S. Park, Mod.

Bolivar, Tenn., 

Nov 5th 1874.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the mod​er​ator was called to order and opened with prayer by Rev O. F. Rogers. 

Present. Ministers: Wm A. Gray, F. Patton, J. A. Kimmons, O. F. Rogers, J. D. West and S. M. Neel. Elders present: Robert Kirkpatrick, Zion; Jas. Rogan, Ripley; A. J. Biggers, New Hope; Daniel McFarland, Hopewell; [and] John Campbell, Bethel.

The report of the churches with reference to the evangelist’s salary for the year 1875 was called for, which was responded to from all the churches represented. It was seen from the report that a salary of $1200.00 could be safely promised: and upon motion it was resolved that this salary of $1200.00 be paid quarterly in advance beginning 1st February 1875.
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The committee appointed to confer with Mr. Godfrey in relation to his purpose of aban​doning his studies preparatory to entering the ministry, reported that Mr. Godfrey stated he could not see his way clear to a further prosecution of his studies. The report was re​ceived & upon motion, Mr Godfrey’s name was dropped from the roll of our cand​i​dates.

Rev. John A. Kimmons made a statement with reference to the insufficiency of his salary, whereupon it was resolved that presbytery direct its Committee of Sustentation to ask the committee at Columbia, S. C., to supplement Rev. J. A. Kimmons’ salary $200.00.

Adjourned to regular spring meeting. Closed with prayer.

S. M. Neel, 





O. F. Rogers, Mod., pro. tem.

Clerk, pro. tem.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Bethel Church,

Thursday, April 22nd 1875.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment at Bethel Ch, April 22nd 1875 at 11 o’clock a.m. & was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. K. P. Newton, the moderator, from Romans 3:31. Presbytery was then constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

Wm A. Gray.





A. J. Suggs, Ripley.

F. Patton, D.D.




J. R. Dickson, Tupelo.

J. H. Gaillard.





Dr. L. A. Hill, New Hope.

Jas. A. Sloan.





I. N. White, Pontotoc.

Jas. D. West.





B. G. Christopher, Birmingham.

Jas. K. P. Newton.




J. R. Savage, Bethany.








J. M. Simpson, New Albany.








Samuel McCalister, Bethel.

Rev. J. A. Sloan was elected moderator, & Rev. J. K. P. Newton, Temporary Clerk. Pres. took recess till 1 ½ o’clock.

1 ½ o’clock.

Resumed business. The minutes of the regular meeting at Pontotoc, and the adjourned meet​ing at Bolivar, were read.

Rev. J. S. Laird of the Cumberland Pres. Ch being present was invited to sit as a cor​responding member.

Rev. O. F. Rogers, Donald Street from Ebenezer Ch. & Wm A. Minter, Boonville Ch., appeared and giving reasons, severally, for tardiness, which were sustained, took their seats.

Rev Dr. Waddel, by letter, assigned reasons
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for absence from the present meeting, which were sustained.

Mr. Joseph DeWitt Duncan, licentiate, presented a letter of dismission from the Presby​tery of Ouachita, & was taken under the care of presbytery.

The report of the Board of Trustees of Chickasaw Female College was read. The term of office of Rev. F. Patton, D.D., Richard Bolton, Sam’l W. Barr, J. N. Cameron, J. R. Dickson and Wm L. Lorance, having expired, they were re-elected trustees of Chickasaw Female College. Wm Barr was elected trustee, to fill the unexpired term of Col. G. G. Reneau dec’d.

Rev. J. A. Sloan, chairman of the Committee of Sustentation read his report which was accepted & approved. 

Rev. J. H. Gaillard reported verbally, that he had received, as chairman of Committee of Publication, no funds.

Rev. J. D. West, chairman of the Committee of Evangelism, presented his report, which was not finally disposed of.

Rev. O. F. Rogers was released from the payment of $25, which he had subscribed to the fund to sustain our former evangelist, through a mistake. An opportunity was now offered each member of Presbytery to contribute something to pay off this $25, due our evan​gelist. Of this amount, $14½ was paid in. 

Pres. adjourned to meet tomorrow morning

[144]

at 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning,

8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, & spent half an hour in devotional exercises.

Rev. S. M. Neel appeared in Pres. & rendering satisfactory reasons for tardiness, took his seat.

Rev. R. McInnis, of the Pres. of Central Miss., being present, was invited to sit as a cor​responding member.

Rev Jno A. Kimmons appeared in Pres. & rendering satisfactory reasons for tardiness, took his seat.

Hopewell Church presented a call for the pastoral services of Mr. J. DeWitt Duncan, which being found in order was placed in his hands. Mr. Duncan signifying his accept​ance of this call, presbytery immediately proceeded to his examination with a view to his ordination. 

Mr R. O. B. Morrow, our candidate, applying for licensure was examined with Mr Dun​can, upon such studies as were common to both.

Their examination on theology was taken up, the moderator appointing Dr. Patton to con​duct the examination. 

Took recess for ten minutes, after which Mr. Duncan preached his trial sermon, which was approved as a part of trial. Took recess for one hour.

1 ½ o’clock.

Resumed business. The examination of Brethren Duncan & Morrow
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was suspended for the reception of reports and the appointment of committees.

The Committee of Education made a report which [was] received & approved.

Committees on sessional records were appointed as follows.

Churches


Ministers


Elders

Tupelo & Ripley.

J. H. Gaillard.

L. A. Hill & I. N. White.

New Hope & Pontotoc.
F. Patton.

J. R. Dickson & A. J. Suggs.

Birmingham & Bethany.
J. D. West.

J. R. Savage & J. A. Bigger.

New Albany & Bethany.
O. F. Rogers.

J. M. Simpson & D. Street.

Ebenezer & Boonville.
J. A. Kimmons.
B. G. Christopher & S. McCalister.

Lebanon & Hopewell.

S. M. Neel.

W. A. Minter & L. A. Hill.

10 o’clock was made the hour for the order of the day to-morrow morning, to hold a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

F. Patton & L. A. Hill were appointed a Committee on the Narrative to Assembly.

Committee on Sunday schools, J. A. Kimmons, J. R. Dickson & A. J. Suggs.

Committee on Systematic Benevolence, S. M. Neel, J. A. Bigger and I. N. White.

Committee on Evangelism, J. D. West, I. N. White & J. R. Dickson.

Resumed the examination of Mr. Duncan. He was examined on theology, the sacraments, church government, & the original languages, Greek & Hebrew, all of which was sus​tained as parts of trial. Whereupon Presbytery did at once proceed to ordain Mr. Dun​can to the full work of the gospel ministry by the lay-
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ing on of hands and prayer.

Friday before the 4th Sabbath in May was appointed as the time for Bro. Duncan’s install​lation. Rev. S. M. Neel to preach the sermon, propound the constitutional questions, & deliver the charge to the pastor. Rev. J. D. West to deliver the charge to the people. Rev J. H. Gaillard was appointed alternate to Bro. West.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was appointed a committee to receive commissioner’s funds. 

Providence was chosen as the place of next stated meeting of presbytery. Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment & spent half an hour in devotional exercises.

Rev. F. Patton & Rev. J. DeWitt Duncan were appointed a committee to examine the Latin thesis of Mr. Morrow.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & J. R. Dickson were appointed a committee on supplies.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton was elected commissioner to the Gen. Assembly, with Rev. J. A. Sloan as his alternate. W. A. Minter principal lay commissioner, with A. J. Suggs as his alternate.

The committee appointed at last stated meeting to bring in a minute touching the pro​posed plan for raising funds to carry on the benevolent schemes of the Church, reported through their chairman

[147]

Rev J. A. Sloan, declining to adopt the plan proposed; the report was adopted.

The same committee reported upon the proposition to change our mode of raising com​missioner’s funds, recommending that we adhere to our present plan; the report was adopted.

O. F. Rogers, W. A. Minter, J. R. Savage & Donald Street had leave of absence from re​maining sessions of Presbytery.

Reports upon the sessional records of Ripley, Tupelo, Hopewell, Ebenezer, Boonville, Walnut Creek, Lebanon, & New Hope, Birmingham, Bethany, Pontotoc, New  Albany & Bethel, were made & adopted.

Mr R. O. B. Morrow delivered his trial sermon, which was approved as a part of trial preparatory to licensure. Presbytery took recess for one hour.

Saturday afternoon

2 o’clock.

Resumed business. The hearing [of] the essay appointed for this meeting was postponed till next stated meeting.

The committee appointed to prepare a report on evangelism reported; report received, adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Assembly.

The committee appointed to prepare a report on Sabbath schools for the Assembly re​ported; the report was received, adopted & ordered to be forwarded.

The committee appointed to prepare a report to the Gen. Assembly on Systematic Benev​olence reported…received, adopted & ordered to be forwarded.
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A joint request from Rev. J. A. Kimmons & the New Hope Church was made, asking for the dissolution of the pastoral relation between the parties, which was granted, and the relation declared dissolved.

Dr. L. A. Hill had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of presbytery.

Presbytery resolved to hold an adjourned meeting at Hopewell, Friday before the 4th Sab​bath in May, 11 o’clock a.m.

The committee appointed to examine the Latin thesis of Bro. Morrow reported, recom​mend​ing its approval, which was done.

Rev. S. M. Neel was granted leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Bro. Morrow submitted his critical exercise, which was approved. 

All his parts of trial were sustained. When Pres. proceeded at once to license him to preach the gospel as a probationer for the gospel ministry, in the usual form.

An overture from Synod of Miss. to the Gen. Assembly in relation to the change of Syn​odical boundaries was read, and was referred to a committee consisting of Jas D. West, Jas. H. Gaillard & I. N. White, to be reported on at next regular meeting.

The committee on the narrative to the Assembly reported; the report was received, adopted, & the narrative was ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly.

The committee appointed to receive propo-
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sals, for the location of a male academy, reported that no proposals had been made; the report was received, approved, and the committee discharged.

On motion the thanks of this presbytery were tendered to the citizens of the community for their kindness & hospitality to its members during its present sessions.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Hopewell on Friday before the 4th Sabbath of May, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer, singing, and apostolic benediction.

J. K. P. Newton, 




Jas A. Sloan, Moderator.

Tem. Clerk.





Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

The two reports following, the latter not being noticed in minutes of the Temporary Clerk, were not inserted in their proper order, in the body of the minutes above.

The Committee on Education reported; the report was received, adopted, and is as fol​lows. The Committee of Education would report, that we have four candidates under our care that are taking a regular course of study. Mr. Scott A. Murray & Mr. Henry Mil​ler are now in the sophomore class in the University of Miss. Mr Samuel W. Newell hav​ing finished his literary course, entered the junior class in the Columbia Seminary last Jan​uary. Mr R. O. B. Morrow has just passed through the middle class
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in Union Seminary. All these young men have received aid from Assembly’s Committee of Education. The amounts received by them are unknown to your committee. But in all, except in the case of Mr. Morrow, the aid received from Assembly’s Committee has been very small. In addition to these we have two colored candidates, one pursuing a course of study under Rev. J. D. West, at Pontotoc; and the other is pursuing a course of study under Rev. O. F. Rogers. We know nothing of the degree of advancement of these candi-dates. The report was received & approved.

2nd. The following report was submitted by the Committee on supplies, was received and adopted as follows.

Sloan & Gaillard to preach at Harmony one Sabbath each.

Gaillard, at Oak Forest, May, June, July, August & September.

Patton, Verona, 1 Sabbath, at discretion.

Neel, Tallahatchie, 1 Sabbath at discretion.

Duncan, Sarepta, 1 Sabbath, at discretion.

Kimmons, Iuka, 1 Sabbath, at discretion.








Wm A. Gray,








Stated Clerk.
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Hopewell Ch, 

May 21st 1875

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment. Rev. S. M. Neel, last moderator present, presiding.

Present ministers: J. D. West, S. M. Neel, & J. D. Duncan. Ruling Elder J. A. Bigger, Hopewell. 

Opened with prayer.

Presbytery proceeded to the work of installing Rev. J. D. Duncan as pastor of Hopewell Church. Rev. J. D. West preached the sermon. Rev. S. M. Neel propounded the questions & delivered the charge to the pastor. Rev. J. D. West the charge to the people. 

Mr. Frank Witherspoon, a student at the University of Miss. was introduced to presbytery as a candidate for the ministry, who after a satisfactory examination on his acquaintance with experimental religion & as to his motives in seeking to enter the gospel ministry, was taken under the care of presbytery as a candidate for the ministry.

Adjourned to meet at Providence Church on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in Oct’r, 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.








J. DeWitt Duncan,








Tem. Clerk.
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Providence Church

Sept 30th 1875

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment at Providence Church, September 30th 1875, at 11 o’clock a.m. and was opened with a sermon by Rev. Jas A. Sloan, mod​erator of the last Presbytery, from Ezekiel 18:4, compared with Acts 16:31.

Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

Wm A. Gray.





James Rogan, Ripley.

F. Patton, D.D.




J. D. Williams, Tupelo.

J. A. Kimmons.




J. F. Tankersley, Zion.

O. F. Rogers.





H. M. Street, Boonville.

J. A. Sloan.





John Campbell, Bethel.

J. H. Gaillard.





I. N. White, Pontotoc.

J. D. West.





R. B. Fulton, Oxford.

S. M. Neel.





W. M. Roberts, Providence.

J. K. P. Newton.




G. A. Ruff, Unity.








M. A. Davidson, Salem.








D. McFarland, Hopewell.

Ministers absent, T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, J. N. Waddel, D.D., LL.D., D. A. Todd, and J. DeWitt Duncan.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons was elected moderator & H. M. Street, Temporary clerk.

Rev r. McInnis of Central Miss Pres., being present, was invited to a seat as [a] corres​ponding member.

Presbytery took recess for one hour.
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2 o’clock.

Resumed business. The minutes of the spring meeting at Bethel, and the adjourned meet​ing at Hopewell were read.

Rev. R. McInnis our evangelist reported the organization of a church in Pontotoc Co., named Salem, which was taken under the care of Pres. and M. A. Davidson, an elder from said Church, being present, took his seat.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton & W. M. Roberts were appointed a committee on devotional exer​cises.

Rev Dr. Waddel, by letter, gave reasons for absence from the present meeting, which were sustained.

Rev. J. DeWitt Duncan assigned as a reason, for present absence, ill health, which was sustained.

Rev. W. A. Gray & R. B. Fulton were appointed a committee on the Minutes of the Gen​eral Assembly.

Rev J. A. Kimmons was appointed essayist for our next meeting. Subject assigned him: “Does the Spirit in regeneration exert a supernatural & direct agency?”

The committee appointed at last meeting to bring in a report touching proposed changes in synodical lines, reported, recommending, that no present action be taken; the report was rec’d and adopted.
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11 o’clock Saturday was fixed upon as the hour for essay upon the subject previously appointed (viz.), the two natures of the regenerate man, by Rev. W. A. Gray.

The hour of 2 o’clock to-morrow was fixed upon as the hour for the presentation of writ​ten reports from the churches on the state of religion.

Rev. O. F. Rogers & J. F. Tankersley were appointed as a com. on the Narrative to Synod.

Rev. F. Patton offered a resolution requiring sessions applying for aid, to the Assembly’s Committee of Sustentation, to make such application, when practicable, through the Pres. at some regular meeting. The consideration of the resolution was postponed, & made the order of the day, for first hour to-morrow morning.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton, commissioner to the Gen. Assembly made his report, which was rec’d and approved.

Rev J. A. Sloan & D. McFarland, and J. H. Gaillard and H. A. Barr, as alternates, were nominated as commissioners to next Gen. Assembly.

Presbytery adjourned until 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning, Oct 1, 1875

8 ½ o’clock

Pres. met & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read & ap​pro​ved.
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Rev. J. A. Sloan, chairman of the Committee of Sustentation made his report which was rec’d & approved as follows: The Com. of Sustentation would respectfully report that the 2nd installments for the benefit of Rev J. A. Kimmons, Rev. J. H. Gaillard & Rev. J. A. Sloan have been received and paid over. Rev. A. M. Mooney & Mrs Mary A. Frierson still continue to receive $100 per year from the Invalid Fund. The [3rd?] installment has not yet been received, but the application has been made. An application was made in June last to the Com. of Sus. to supplement the salary of Rev. O. F. Rogers for the latter part of the present year, but was not granted.

Rev J. K. P. Newton, chairman of the Committee on Education made a report which was received & recommitted.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton & J. D. Williams were appointed a committee to assign to Mr. S. W. Newell parts of trial, preparatory to licensure.

The resolution laid over yesterday, in reference to applications for aid from the Com. on Sustentation, was considered & adopted.

Took recess till after divine service.

Resumed business. Rev S. M. Neel & I. N. White were appointed a committee on com​missioner’s fund. Rev. J. H. Gaillard & James Rogan were ap-
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pointed a committee on supplies.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard of com. appointed at last meeting of Pres. on commissioner’s fund made a report which was received & approved, as follows.

Rec’d on the floor of Pres.


$82.25

Rec’d since from delinquent churches
    7.90

Disbursed to Gen. Assembly’s tax

  25.00

W. A. Minter




  20.35

J. K. P. Newton



  25.00

Stated Clerk’s salary, balance on ’73

  10.00

Stated Clerk’s salary, balance on ’74

  20.15

Stated Clerk’s salary, balance due

    9.85

W. A. Minter’s expenses


  31.00

Balance due him



  10.65

Due Judge McCutchen


    4.00

Balance due from Churches


  19.75

Funds on hand                                                     4.00

Wm Gilmer, a colored candidate under the care of presbytery, was examined with a view to licensure. The examination was sustained, & he was duly licensed to preach the gos​pel: all of which was done upon the Assembly’s plan.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton made a report from the Committee of Education which was re​ceived & approved: as follows. The Com. of Ed. would report to Pres. of Chickasaw, that we have five candidates under our care pursuing regular courses of study. Two of these
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in Theological Seminary. Mr. R. O. B. Morrow our licentiate is in the senior class in Union Theo. Sem. Va. He has received a scholarship, & needs no aid from the General Committee. Mr. S. W. Newell is in the middle class in the Theo. Sem., Columbia, S. C. He has been receiving aid from the Committee at Memphis, but we are not aware what amount will be sufficient to meet his necessities the present session. Mr. Henry Miller is in the junior class in the University of Miss., and has been receiving aid from the Com. at Memphis. He now asks for $150 for the present session. Mr Scott A. Murray, having passed through the sophomore class in University of Miss. now petitions presbytery to allow him to withdraw from its care, on condition of his refunding the amount received from the Com. Your committee recommended that the request be granted, & that Mr. Murray be required to refund in cash, paying a reasonable per cent on the money re​ceived. Mr. Frank Witherspoon will enter the junior class in the University of Miss. in a few days, & as he will require aid from the General Com. we recommend that Pres. arrange with the General Committee of Ed. to sub-
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statute the name of Mr. Frank Witherspoon for Mr. Scott A. Murray, so that he may re​ceive aid, which he has failed to receive because he was not reported as a candidate. We recommend that Pres. apply to the Com. of Ed. at Memphis for the following amounts for those brethren.

For Mr. S. W. Newel $200.

For Mr. Henry Miller $150.

For Mr. Frank Witherspoon $150.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton was appointed to secure & collect the money to be refunded by Mr. Scott A. Murray.

Baldwyn was selected as the place for the next meeting of Pres.

Rev. J. D. West made a report in reference to repairs on Pontotoc Female College build​ing, which was received, & referred to Rev F. Patton and Wm M. Roberts as a com​mittee to examine & audit the account rendered by Rev. J. d. West in the above re​port.

The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly reported; the report was re​ceived and adopted as follows. Your committee would respectfully report to Pres. that we find on pages 39 & 40, that the Standing Committees of Sustentation & Systematic Benevolence, respectively each urge the presbyteries to adopt measures to secure more ful-
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ly & generally contributions from all our churches, in support of these schemes of our Church. Your com. recommend that this presbytery require distinct reports from minis​ters & churches at every spring meeting, stating whether the churches have had given them the opportunity to contribute to the support of the benevolent schemes of the Church; and if so, whether the Churches have contributed according to the measure of their ability, and if such duty has not received attention, why has it not? 

Rev S. M. Neel requested a dissolution of the pastoral relation existing between himself & Oxford Church. The Church, through her representative, concurring, the relation was dissolved. Bro. Neel also asked for a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of Louisville, his request was granted, & the Stated Clerk directed to furnish the usual testimonials.

The Committee on Commissioner’s Fund reported; the report was received and adopted, as follows. Bethel assessed $4. Oxford $10.50. Pontotoc $6. Pittsboro $1. Sarepta $3. Oak Forest $3. Lebanon $5. Iuka $1. Ripley $7. Walnut Creek $5. Ebenezer $3. Tupelo $7.50. Zion $6. New Hope $6. Cor-
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inth $5. Boonville $6. Providence $4. Bethany $3. Harmony $6. Hebron $6. Birmingham $4. Hopewell $7. Gaston $3. Tallahatchie $2.50. Monroe $4. Unity $5.50. New Albany $5. Baldwyn $4. Salem $1.

Leave of absence was granted M. A. Davidson from the remaining sessions of Pres. 

Presbytery adjourned til to-morrow morning 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning, Oct 2nd 

8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met, & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The Stated Clerk presented the statistical report for the Synod of Memphis which was received & adopted as follows. The Presbytery of Chickasaw would respectfully report to the Synod of Memphis, that we consist of 13 members, & that we have under our care 28 churches. On the 22nd of April we received Mr. J. DeWitt Duncan, licentiate from the Pres. of Ouachita. On the 23rd of April we ordained Mr. Duncan to the full work of the gospel ministry; and on the 21st of May we installed him pastor of Hopewell Church. On the 24th of April we licensed Mr. R. O. B. Morrow to preach the gospel as a probationer for the gospel ministry.

[161]

On the 1st of Oct. we licensed Wm Gilmer, colored, upon the plan of the Assembly, to preach the gospel. On the same day we dissolved the pastoral relation existing between Rev S. M. Neel & the Oxford Church and granted him at the same time a letter of dis​mission to the Presbytery of Louisville, and finally, that we have under our care 4 cand​idates for the gospel ministry, one of whom is a colored man. Wm A. Gray, S. Clerk.

Rev. J. D. West made a report from the Com. on Evangelism, which was received & adopted as follows. The Committee on Evangelism would respectfully report, that with the exception of about two weeks sickness in the spring, our evangelist has been gen​erally in the field. The unfavorable weather in the spring prevented the work to a great ex​tent, being occupied in visiting principally the vacant churches, & preaching a few days at each. Since the middle of June he has been occupied in a series of protracted meet​ings from 5 to 10 days each, preaching twice each day, and although all our churches have not as yet been visited, he has performed a won-
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derful amount of labor. He has visited about 200 families, talking generally with each member on the subject of their salvation. Preached 190 times, received into our Church more than 100 members, while some 25 persons converted at his meetings joined other denominations. For which we are called upon to thank the Great Head of the Church, and to cordially commend the zeal & earnestness of our self-denying evangelist. With refer​ence to the financial condition of the work, we have to report, 1st, that we promised to pay Dr. McInnis, our evangelist, in quarterly installments. Of this amount, your com. has been enabled to secure only $1009.50 by subscription, of which amount there has been paid in to the evangelist $550.85 leaving a balance due him yet of $649.15, which added to the 180.00 due Rev. J. H. Gaillard, makes the total amount the presbytery is due the evangelistic fund $829.15. In view of these facts we would recommend, that for the pres​ent, we do not employ an evangelist and bend our energies to the single object of paying this debt. 

The committee appointed to assign parts of trial to S. W. Newel reported,
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The report was received & adopted as follows.

For Latin thesis: “An sit Spiritus sanctus Deus?

For critical exercise: Heb. 6:1-6.

For popular lecture: 1 Cor. 3:10-15.

For popular sermon: 2 Cor. 5:21.

The committee on supplies reported. The report was received & adopted as follows. To preach

Duncan, Tallahatchie, 2 Sabbaths at discretion.

Kimmons, Iuka, 2 Sabbaths at discretion.

Rogers, Iuka, 1 Sab. at discretion.

Patton, Salem, 1 Sab. at discretion.

West, Sarepta, 1 Sab. at discretion.

Sloan & Rogers, 1 Sab each at discretion.

Supplies appointed at last meeting generally reported compliance.

The committee appointed to examine the report of Rev J. D. West on repairs of the Fe​male College building at Pontotoc, report the accounts correct, and recommend the ap​proval of the original report—received & adopted.

Saturday 11 o’clock, the hour for the order of the day having arrived, Rev Wm A. Gray read an essay on the two natures of the regenerate man, which was followed by a confer​ence upon that subject.

The Committee on Evangelism were instructed to take immediate steps to raise funds to pay the balance due
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Dr. McInnis for the present year’s salary, and to pay the balance due Rev J. H. Gaillard, & to report their action at the adjourned meeting at Synod in Brownsville.

On motion the thanks of Pres. were tendered to the congregation of Providence Church & citizens of the vicinity, for the cordial & hospitable manner in which they have received and entertained presbytery.

Adjourned to meet in Brownsville; during the sessions of synod, upon the call of the mod​​​erator. Closed with singing, prayer, & the apostolic benediction.

H. M. Street,





J. A. Kimmons, Moderator.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Examined and approved in Synod

in session at Brownsville

Nov. 13, 1875


C. K. Caldwell, Moderator.
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Brownsville, Tenn., 

Nov. 12th 1875.

Presbytery of Chickasaw [met] according to adjournment, met upon the call of the mod​er​ator, Rev. J. A. Kimmons, and was opened with prayer. Present, ministers: Wm A. Gray, J. A. Kimmons & J. D. West, with ruling elder P. H. Mc​Cutchen, Oxford.

Upon motion the action of presbytery in relation to the monies proposed to be referred by Mr Scott A. Murray was rescinded, and the whole matter was remanded to the Assem​bly’s Committee of Education.

An application was made for the dissolution of the pastoral relation between Rev. J. De​Witt Duncan & the Hopewell Church and for a dismission to the Presbytery of Louis​ville. Presbytery having no knowledge of the wishes of Hopewell Church touching said disso​lution of the pastoral relation, resolved to hold an adjourned meeting in Pontotoc, on the 22nd, inst., to express its disposition in relation to [the] pastor’s dissolution of the past​oral relation, and that the church be notified as to the time and place of meeting.

Adjourned to meet in Pontotoc on the 22nd, inst. Closed with prayer.

W. A. Gray, S. C.




J. A. Kimmons, Mod.

Pontotoc, Miss.

Nov 22nd 1875.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Mem​bers present: Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Rev. J. D. West, & Rev. J. D. Duncan, and ruling Elder J. A. Bigger, Hopewell.  Rev J. H. Gaillard was chosen moderator, & J. A. Bigger, Tem. Clerk.

Bro. J. A. Bigger stated to presbytery that he was authorized by Hopewell church to sig​nify the concurrence of the Church in Bro. Duncan’s application for a dissolution of the pastoral relation between them. Whereupon, Pres. dissolved the pastoral relation, & granted Rev. J. DeWitt Duncan a dismission to the Pres. of Louisville.

Mr. Milton M. Hooper was introduced to presbytery as a candidate for the gospel min​is​try, to be taken under the care of presbytery. Pres. proceeded to examine Mr. Hooper upon his experimental acquaintance with religion & his views for seeking the gospel min​istry. These examinations being sustained, Pres. received him under its care.

The minutes were read & approved. Adjourned to meet in Baldwyn at the regular time. Closed with prayer & benediction.

J. A. Bigger, Tem. Clerk.



J. H. Gaillard, Mod.
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Baldwyn, [Miss.]

Thursday, 13th April 1876, 11 a.m.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met pursuant to adjournment, and in the absence of the mod​erator was opened with a sermon by Rev. James H. Gaillard, from Matthew 5:13-16. Pres​​bytery was constituted by prayer, after which took recess till 2 ½ o’clock.

2 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met and was called to order. The following members were present. 

Ministers





Elders

Wm A. Gray.





W. D. Peden, Corinth.

F. Patton, D.D.




David Gaillard, Bethel.

J. A. Sloan.





B. G. Christopher, Birmingham.

J. H. Gaillard.





W. M. Pickens, Lebanon.

J. D. West.





J. A. Bigger, Hopewell.

D. A. Todd.





J. A. Hickman, New Albany.








E. A. Cox, Baldwyn.








P. F. Witherspoon, Pontotoc.








J. W. Frazer, Tupelo.








A. P. Boyd, Providence.

Ministers absent: T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, J. N. Waddel, D.D., J. K. P. Newton, J. A. Kimmons.

Rev J. H. Gaillard was chosen moderator, & P. F. Witherspoon, Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated meetings at Brownsville & Pontotoc were read.

Rev F. Patton, D.D. & E. A. Cox were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

The hour of to-morrow, 9 o’clock was set
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apart for the free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

Rev J. D. West & Dr. J. W. Frazer were appointed a committee on the Narrative to the Gen. Assembly.

Rev. Wm A. Gray & David Gaillard were appointed a committee to nominate successors to the retiring members of the Board of Trustees of Chickasaw Female College.

On motion of Rev. J. D. West, the action of Pres. at its last stated meeting, with reference to the report on the minutes of the Gen. Assembly, on the subject of Systematic Benev​olence, was reconsidered, which subject was made the order of the day for 2 ½ o’clock p.m., to-morrow.

Rev. J. A. Sloan, with Rev J. H. Gaillard, alternate, and Elder Daniel McFarland, with J. W. Frazer, alt., were elected commissioners to the Gen. Assembly, Savannah, Ga.

Dr J. W. Frasier was appointed a committee to collect commissioner’s funds; after his report was made, Rev. J. H. Gaillard was instructed to write to delinquent churches, and urge the prompt payment of commissioner’s funds now due.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock a.m. to-morrow. Closed with prayer.

Friday, April 14th,

8 ½ o’clock a.m.

After religious exercises, resumed business. The following brethren appeared in 
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Pres. & giving reasons for tardiness, which were sustained, took their seats (viz.), J. N. Waddel, D.D., Rob’t Kirkpatrick, Zion; L. A. Hill, New Hope; W. A. Tankersley, Beth​any; W. J. Gregson, Iuka.

The hour of 9 o’clock having arrived presbytery entered into the free conversation on the state of religion.

The second order of the day for this afternoon was made for hearing the address of Rev. Dr. Waddel, Secretary of the Committee of Education.

Rev. Mr. Moon of the M. E. Church South, being present, was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member. 

The report of the Committee on Evangelism was read by the chairman, Rev. J. D. West; was received & adopted as follows. Your Committee on Evangelism would report that the debt reported at last meeting has been reduced $285.90. There is yet due J. H. Gail​lard $7.70, and we still owe R. McInnis, deducting amount in my hands $277.90. As a means of liquidating the remaining debt, and prosecuting the work in [the] future, after old subscriptions have been collected, your committee would recommend that presbytery encourage the securing of such subscriptions throughout our bounds, of those who shall become responsible from year to year, for the means to prosecute
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this work.

The hour for divine worship having arrived: took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

2 ½ o’clock.

Resumed business. The order of the day was taken up, the reconsideration of the action of last presbytery in relation to the action of the Gen. Assembly on systematic benevolence: a motion was made to rescind this action, and after lengthy discussion, the motion was lost, and the action of the last presbytery was sustained.

Presbytery then listened to an interesting address from Dr. Waddel, on the subject of Education, for which the moderator returned the thanks of Pres.

The following resolution was then adopted. That Pres. earnestly urge those churches that have sent nothing to the Committee of Education to take up a collection as soon as pos​sible, & forward to the secretary at Memphis.

J. W. Kendrick, Elder from Boonville appeared in Pres. & rendered reasons for tardiness. On motion he was excused.

The following resolutions were adopted,

1st That it is the sense of this presbytery that we employ an Evangelist; his time shall be devoted to destitute places & vacancies.

2nd That in case of a vacant church wishing to employ him, he shall not be allowed to serve it without a regu-
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lar contribution from that church, just as in the case of employing stated supplies ordi​narily.

The following committees on sessional records were appointed.

Oak Forest, Rev Wm A. Gray & E. A. Cox.

New Albany, Rev D. A. Todd & D. Gaillard.

Lebanon, Rev. F. Patton & A. P. Boyd.

Bethel, Rev. J. D. West & J. W. Frazer.

Hopewell, Rev. J. H. Gaillard & J. A. Hickman.

Tupelo, Rev. J. A. Sloan & W. J. Gregson.

Boonville, Rev. F. Patton & J. W. Frazer.

Corinth, Rev. F. Patton & D. Gaillard.

Pontotoc, Rev. J. H. Gaillard & J. A. Hickman.

New Hope, Rev. J. A. Sloan & J. A. Bigger.

Providence, Rev. D. A. Todd & R. Kirkpatrick.

Iuka, Rev. J. D. West & W. A. Tankersley.

Ebenezer, Rev. J. H. Gaillard & J. A. Hickman.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock a.m. tomorrow. Closed with prayer.

Saturday, 

8 ½ o’clock a.m.

After religious exercises presbytery proceeded to business. Minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Reports on sessional records of the different churches were received and adopted.

The Committee on the Narrative reported. Report was received, adopted and ordered to be sent up to the Assembly.

In compliance with a request sent up by the New Albany Church, the name
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of that church was changed from New Albany to Mt. Zion.

Tallahatchie Church was chosen as the place of the next stated meeting.

On motion it was resolved that application be made to the Committee of Sustentation of the Gen. Assembly for two hundred & fifty dollars, in behalf of Iuka church, for the pur​pose of securing a house of worship.

On a request of the pastor & people the pastoral relation between Rev. O. F. Rogers & the Boonville Church was dissolved, and Bro. Rogers was granted a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of Central Texas.

Rev. F. Patton, D.D., was added to the Committee of Sustentation, to fill the vacancy oc​casioned by Bro. Rogers’ removal, and the name of Dr. J. W. Frazer was substituted for that of W. A. Minter.

The Committee on Evangelism was authorized to use their discretion relative to the em​ployment of an evangelist within our bounds, before the fall meeting of Presbytery.

Upon application, a letter of dismission was granted our licentiate, Mr. R. O. B. Morrow to the Presbytery of Louisville.

Rev J. A. Sloan, chairman of the Committee of Sustentation made the following
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report, which was received & adopted.

The Committee of Sustentation would respectfully report to Pres. that since the last meet​ing of your body, the following applications have been made to the committee at Balti​more (viz.): one hundred dollars to supplement the salary of Rev. J. A. Kimmons for the present year: also the same amount for Rev J. A. Sloan, for this year. There has also been received & paid over since the 10th of March last, fifty dollars each, for the benefit of Rev. A. M. Mooney & Sister M. A. Frierson, from the invalid fund. This amount is for the first half of the year, from Jan. 1st 1876 to 1st of July 1876. There are fourteen churches of this presbytery which are reported as having contributed nothing, as yet, to Sustentation, for the present year.

Leave of absence was granted to [the] following brethren from the remaining sessions of Pres. (viz.): Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., Rev. J. D. West, L. A. Hill, W. D. Paden, W. J. Greg​son.

Permission was granted Rev J. L. Harris to labor within our bounds, until the next meet​ing of Pres.

Rev. F. Patton, Rev J. A. Sloan & B. G. Christopher were appointed a committee on sup​plies. Reports of supplies last appointed indicated a general noncompliance.
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Rev. J. A. Kimmons, the essayist appointed for this meeting, being absent, he was con​tinued for the next meeting, and Rev. J. A. Sloan was chosen his alternate.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Rev. J. D. West & J. A. Hickman were appointed a committee to visit the neighborhood, five miles northeast of New Albany, & if the way be clear, there to organize a church.

The following committees were appointed to prepare reports to be sent to the Gen. As​sem​​bly:

On Systematic Benevolence, Rev F. Patton, D.D., Rev. D. A. Todd & A. J. Bigger.

On Evangelism, Rev. J. A. Sloan, W. M. Pickens & J. W. Frazer.

On Sabbath Schools, Rev. D. A. Todd & P. F. Witherspoon.

The Stated Clerk was authorized to retain in hand the statistical report to the Gen. As​sembly for the present, & to write to those churches failing to send up reports, asking for them, so as to make Pres.’s report as complete as may be.

Pres. took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

The committee on evangelism reported. The report was received, adopted, & ordered to be sent up to the Assembly. 

The Committee on Systematic Benevolence reported; report was received, adopted & or​dered to be forwarded to Assembly.
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The Committee on Sabbath Schools reported; the report was received, adopted, & or​dered to be forwarded to Assembly.

The committee appointed for suggesting names for Trustees of Chickasaw Female Col​lege, reported the names of the following gentlemen, who were duly elected trustees for the next three years (viz.): Daniel McFarland, S. Daggett, C. W. Martin, Dr. J. W. Frazer, Col. C. B. Mitchell, and Dr. J. A. Bell.

On motion the thanks of Presbytery were tendered the citizens of Baldwyn for their hos​pitality.

Rev F. Patton, chair’m of Committee on Supplies reported as follows; report received & adopted. (viz.)

Sloan & Todd, one Sabbath each, New Hope.

Kimmons, Iuka.

Harris, Boonville.

Todd, 4th Sabbath in May, Gaston.

Kimmons, Ebenezer.

Gray, Tallahatchie.

Dr Lyon, Hopewell.

Newton, Baldwyn.

Newton & Patton, Salem.

West, Sarepta & Pittsboro.

The minutes of to-day were read & approved. 

Pres adjourned to meet at Tallahatchie Church, Thursday before 1st Sab., Oct, 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer and benediction.

P. F. Witherspoon,




J. H. Gaillard, Moderator.

Tem. Clerk.





Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Tallahatchie Ch.,

Sept 28th 1876

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. H. Gaillard, moderator, from Gal. 6:14. After which Pres. was con​stituted with prayer. Present, ministers: Wm A. Gray, F. Patton, J. A. Kimmons, J. H. Gaillard, J. D. West, T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, J. N. Waddel, D.D., D. A. Todd, and J. K. P. Newton. Elders: B. L. Frierson, Zion; J. M. Simpson, Mt Zion; H. H. Kimmons, Hopewell; W. M. Pickens, Lebanon; C. S. Liggett, Tallahatchie.

Ministers absent. T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, J. N. Waddel, D.D., D. A. Todd & J. K. P. Newton

Rev. F. Patton, D.D., was chosen moderator & H,. H. Kimmons, Tem. Clerk.

Rev. D. C. Foust & W. H. Camp of the Methodist Protestant Ch., & Calvin Pressly of the 
Associate Reformed Church were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Rev. T. Hunter, of South Ala. Pres., being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Rev. T. Hunter & C. S. Liggett were appointed a committee on devotional exercises, to which Rev. F. Patton was added.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard reported the organization of a new Church, named Concord, which was taken under the care of Presbytery.

The action of Pres. transferring Mr. Robt. B. Morrow to the Pres. of Louisville was re​scinded; a letter of dismission was granted him to Pres. of the Western Dist.

Rev. J. D. West, J. A. Kimmons & B. L. Frierson, were appointed a committee upon the Minutes of the General Assembly.

Rev. Wm A. Gray, Rev J. D. West, Rev J. H. Gaillard
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Rev. J. A. Kimmons, James Rogan and H. H. Kimmons were appointed a committee to bring in a report touching the Book of Church Order at spring meeting of Pres.

It was made the first order of the day to-morrow morning to receive the written reports from the churches upon the state of religion.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & B. L. Frierson were appointed a committee to prepare the nar​rative for Synod.

Supplies appointed at last meeting generally reported compliance.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & Wm M. Pickens were appointed a committee on supplies.

Presbytery entered upon the examination of Wm Gilmer, licentiate (colored), with a view to his ordination as an evangelist.

Rev. J. A. Sloan appeared in Pres. and giving reasons for tardiness, took his seat.

Wm Gilmer was examined upon Church Government & the Sacraments. His examination was sustained: and his ordination was made the second order of the day for to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning, 

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

The second order of the day (viz.) the ordination of Wm Gilmer was appointed for 2 o’clock this afternoon.

The Committee on Evangelism through their
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chairman, Rev. J. D. West reported, which report was received & on motion was placed in the hands of a special committee consisting of Rev. J. A. Kimmons & B. L. Frierson.

Rev. J. A. Sloan, chairman of the Committee of Sustentation presented a report which was received & approved.

Had recess till after divine service.

Resumed business: and in accordance with previous order, proceeded to the ordination of Wm Gilmer to the full work of the gospel ministry, in accordance [with] the Assembly’s provision in such cases.

Rev F. Patton reported the organization of a ch of colored persons, by the name of Pis​gah, which was taken under the care of the Pres.


The Committee on Supplies made the following report, which was received & adopted (viz.), Savage to preach one Sabbath, Pittsboro.

Hunter & Savage, 1 Sabbath each, Sarepta.

Kimmons, 2 Sabbaths at Iuka.

Harris & Todd, 1 Sabbath each, Bethany.

The Committee on Minutes of Assembly reported; which report was received & re​com​mitted with instructions.

W. M. Alsabrook, Elder from Boonville appeared in Pres., and rendering reasons for tar​di​ness, took his seat.

Our commissioners to late Assembly, Savannah, Ga., made their reports, which were re​ceived & approved.

Our candidate, George A. Rogers, colored, being present, his examination, with a view
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to licensure, was made the first order of the day for to-morrow.

Mt. Zion was chosen as the place for the next regular meeting of Pres.

Rev. J. D. West was nominated as commissioner to General Assembly, New Orleans, with Rev. J. H. Gaillard as alternate. Dr. J. W. Frazer was nominated as principal lay commissioner, & B. L. Frierson, alternate.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & W. M. Alsabrook were appointed a committee on Commissioner’s Fund.

Rev. T. Hunter was granted permission to labor within our bounds until next meeting of presbytery.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, appointed at spring meeting, a committee to correspond with churches that had failed to pay in their assessments for Commissioner’s Fund, reported; report received and approved.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday, Sept 30th
8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and after spending half an hour in devotional exercises, the minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

The hour of the day fixed for the examination of Geo. A. Rogers having arrived, Presby​tery proceeded with his examination. His examination on the evidences of the Christian religion, and the doctrines of grace were sustained as parts of trial; he was licensed to preach the gospel as a probationer, as provided
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for by the action of the Gen. Assembly.

The Committee on the Minutes of Assembly reported. Report was received and approved, as follows. Your Com. on Minutes of the Gen. Ass’y report that they find nothing re​quiring the special consideration of Pres. that will no be brought up by the several stand​ing committees of Pres., or be embraced in the business already upon the docket.

The Com. on Publication made a report, which was received & adopted.

Presbytery took recess till after divine services.

Resumed business. The Com. on Commissioner’s Fund reported; the report was received, & adopted & is as follows. Hopewell $6.50. Tallahatchie $4. Lebanon $5.50. Sarepta $3.50. Pittsboro $1. Oak Forest $4. Pontotoc $5.50. Monroe $4.50. Mt Zion $6.50. Con​cord $3.50. Ripley $7.50. Walnut Creek $5.50. Bethel $3.50. Providence $6. Unity $6.50. Salem $2. Tupelo $7. Zion $5.50. Harmony $4. Birmingham $5. Saltillo $6. Gaston $4. Baldwyn $4. Booneville $4.50. Ebenezer $3. New Hope $5.50. Corinth $4. Bethany $4. Iuka $2.

The Committee on the Narrative reported; the paper submitted was received, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to Synod.

The statistical report to Synod of Memphis was presented, adopted & ordered to be sent up, and is as follows. The Pres. of Chickasaw would report to the Synod of Memphis that we consist of eleven members; that we have under our care 31 churches, two of which
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are of colored persons; we have under our care 4 candidates for the ministry, and one licentiate, colored, licensed according to the provision made by Ass. in such cases. On the 22nd of Nov’r we dismissed Rev. J. DeWitt Duncan to the Pres. of Louisville; on April 15th we dismissed Rev. O. F. Rogers to the Pres. of Central Texas; on Sept 28th we dis​mis​sed Mr. Robt B. Morrow, licentiate, to put himself under the care of the Pres. of Western Dist.; on Sept 29th we ordained to the full work of the ministry Wm Gilmer (colored) upon the plan of the Assembly; & that on the 30th of Sept. we licensed as provided for by Ass’y George A. Rogers (colored), to preach the gospel as a probationer for the ministry. Respectfully submitted, &c.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons, as per previous appointment read an essay upon the direct influence of the Holy Spirit in the work of regeneration, which was followed by a full & free con​ference upon that subject. The subject for next essay & conference selected is the ques​tion, What is meant by the words in the New Testament “dead to sin” and “alive to God.” Rev. J. K. P. Newton, essayist.

The Committee on Foreign Missions reported giving a list of contributing & non-contrib​uting churches, as shown in the Minutes of Gen. Assembly. Report received and appro​ved.

The auditing committee, upon the accounts of the evangelistic committee reported as fol-
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lows: Your committee would respectfully report that they have carefully examined the book & papers of the evangelistic com. and find that the committee has paid the whole amount due Rev. J. H. Gaillard, and that the Pres. is indebted to R. McInnis $167.85. Cash in hand $29.50, leaving a balance of $138.35 still due Rev R. McInnis. The report was received & adopted: Whereupon the following resolution was adopted (viz.) That those Churches which have not entered into the evangelistic scheme, recommended by this Pres. at its last sessions, be urged to take up collections, at an early day, to liquidate the debt due our late evangelist.

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Ripley during the sessions of Synod of Memphis upon the call of the moderator. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

H. H. Kimmons,




F. Patton, Moderator.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clk.

Examined and approved in Synod 

at Ripley, Oct 28th 1876-

F. Patton, Mod.
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Ripley, Miss.

Oct 27th 1876

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, was called to order & opened with prayer by the moderator Rev. F. Patton, D.D. Present, ministers; F. Patton, D.D., Jno. N. Waddel, D.D., J. A. Sloan, J. H. Gaillard, J. A. Kimmons, J. D. West, [and] D. A. Todd. Elders: James Rogan, Ripley; John Campbell, Bethel; J. A. Hickman, Mt Zion; J. A. Bigger, Hopewell; E. A. Cox, Baldwyn; [and] P. F. Witherspoon, Pontotoc.

P. F. Witherspoon was chosen Temporary Clerk. 

Rev. W. T. Savage presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of North Miss. & Rev. J. L. Harris, a letter of dismission from the Pres. of North Ala. After satisfactory examinations, the brethren were received, & their names enrolled as members of Presby​tery.

Adjourned to meet at 8 o’clock a.m. tomorrow.

8 o’clock, Oct’r 28th.

Pres. met and was opened with payer, present as above. Minutes of yesterday read & ap​proved.

On motion presbytery proceeded to the election by ballot, of evangelist for the incoming year which resulted in the unanimous election of Rev. J. A. Kimmons. After an inter​locutory meeting, it was resolved that the Churches be requested to take up collec​tions in September, the proceeds to be applied to the work of evangelism within our bounds, That we limit Bro. Kimmons’ salary to one thousand dollars, and if more be raised, the surplus be forwarded to the Chairman of Sustentation.
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Rev. J. H. Gaillard and P. F. Witherspoon were put on the Committee of Evangelism in place of Rev. F. Patton & James R. Gray, with instructions to enter into an agreement with Bro. Kimmons, should he decide to accept, or should he decline, then to secure the services of someone else.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton was requested to correspond with our colored licentiate, Bro. Rogers, with a view to his going to the Seminary established at Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at the time & place appointed for spring meeting. Closed with prayer.

P. F. Witherspoon,




F. Patton, Moderator.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Mt Zion Church, 

April 12th 1877

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, & was opened with a sermon by the moderator, Rev F. Patton, D.D., from Exodus 20:8. After sermon pres was constituted by prayer. 

Ministers present: Wm A. Gray, F. Patton, D.D., J. A. Kimmons, J. A. Sloan, J. H. Harris & J. H. Gaillard. Ruling Elders present: J. R. Dickson, Tupelo; W. W. Horen, Zion; J. W. Kendrick, Booneville; B. G. Christopher, Birmingham; J. M. Simpson, Mt. Zion, John Campbell, Bethel; J. A. Bigger, Hopewell; [and] I. C. Newton, Concord.

Ministers absent: T. C. Stuart, A. M. Mooney, J. A. Waddel, D.D., W. T. Savage, D. A. Todd, and J. K. P. Newton. Churches not represented: Ripley, Walnut Creek, New Hope, Corinth, Monroe, Bethany, Iuka, Ebenezer, Hebron, Gaston, Zion, Salem, Tallahatchie, Providence, Unity, Sarepta, Pittsboro, [and] Harmony.

Rev. J. L. Harris was chosen moderator and Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Temporary Clerk.

Took recess till 2 o’clock.

Resumed business. The minutes of the last regular & adjourned meetings were read.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & J. M. Simpson were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

The following on sessional records. J. H. Gaillard & John Campbell, Zion & Tupelo.

J. A. Sloan & J. A. Bigger, Ebenezer & Mt. Zion. F. Patton & J. M. Simp-
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son, Boonville & Birmingham. W. A. Gray & I. W. Kendrick, Concord.

The first hour to-morrow afternoon was made the hour of the day for essay & conference upon the subject previously assigned “dead unto sin & alive unto God.” 

Rev. F. Patton, D.D. & J. A. Bigger were appointed a committee on supplies. 

Tupelo was selected as the place for next meeting of Presbytery.

Rev. J. L. Harris was substituted in the place of Rev O. F. Rogers [as] chairman of Committee of Colportage at Boonville, for the disposal of books at said place.

A letter of dismission of Rev. Theodore Hunter from the Presbytery of South Alabama, was received. Bro. Hunter not being present, said dismission was placed in the hands of [the] Stated Clerk.

The free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds was made the order of the day for to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock.

Rev. J. D. West, I. N. White, ruling elder from Pontotoc & W. H. Jernigan from Oak Forest, appeared in presbytery, and giving reasons for tardiness, which were sustained, took their seats.

Rev. F. Patton & I. N. White were appointed a committee of inquiry to ascertain what amount of money can be raised for the purpose of sending our licentiate, Geo. A. Rogers (colored) to our school at Tuscaloosa, Ala: To report next fall meeting.
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Rev. J. D. West & Dr. J. W. Frazer were elected commissioners to the Gen. Assembly, New Orleans and Rev. J. H. Gaillard & B. L. Frierson, alternates.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. J. D. West & J. W. Kendrick were appointed a committee to prepare a report on evangelism for the Gen. Assembly.

Rev J. H. Gaillard & W. H. Jernigan were appointed a committee to prepare a report for the Gen. Assembly on Sabbath schools.

Rev F. Patton, D.D. & John Campbell, were appointed to prepare report for the same on systematic benevolence.

Rev J. H. Gaillard & J. W. Kendrick were appointed a committee on sessional records of Pontotoc. Rev J. A. Sloan & J. C. Newton on sessional records of Monroe.

Rev F. Patton, D.D. & J. M. McClarty were appointed a committee on narrative to Gen. Assembly.

J. M. McClarty, Elder from Lebanon appeared, gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained, & took his seat.

The hour for the free conversation on the state of religion having arrived, that conver​sation was held.

Elder H. J. Carter from Baldwyn appeared, gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness, & took his seat.

Took recess till after divine service.
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2 o’clock

Resumed business. Rev. Wm A. Gray & H. J. Carter were appointed a committee to examine the records of Lebanon Ch. Rev. J. H. Gaillard & J. A. Bigger a committee on the records of Baldwyn Ch.

The hour of the day for essay & conference. Rev. J. K. P. Newton, essayist, being absent, a conference was held upon the subject selected (viz.) “dead unto sin & alive unto God.”

Rev. F. Patton was appointed essayist for next meeting, Rev. J. A. Sloan alternate, the subject selected for essay & conference was Will the second coming of Christ be pre-millennial or post-millennial? 

Rev. Wm Gilmer & Samuel Hodges (colored) appeared, gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained & took their seats.

Rev. J. D. West made a verbal report on the condition of Chickasaw Female College, which was received & approved.

The following gentlemen were appointed trustees to fill vacancies now transpiring in the C. F. College. J. H. Gaillard, J. N. Waddel, D.D., Jeff. Wilson, W. V. Frierson, J. A. Hickman, & J. D. West.

The committee appointed at our fall meeting to bring in a report touching the overture sent down to the presbyteries from the Gen. Assembly on the Book of Church Order, would respectfully recommend the following answer (viz.) That we reaffirm the action taken in 1870 (viz.)
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“Resolved that this presbytery reject the new Book of Church Order, being satisfied that if there are defects in the old, they can be reached by amendment.”

On motion presbytery went into an interlocutory meeting on the subject of evangelism. Before concluding, Pres. adjourned to meet to-morrow morning 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read & approved. The unfinished business of yesterday was resumed & closed.

The several committees appointed upon church records reported. The reports were re​ceived and adopted.

The committees to prepare reports to the Gen. Assembly, upon Systematic Benevolence, Evangelism, & Sabbath Schools & the Committee upon the narrative to the Gen. Assem​bly severally reported. These reports were received and adopted & were ordered to be sent up to the Assembly.

The committee upon supplies; the report was received & adopted, & is as follows:

Patton to preach 1 Sabbath at Iuka.

Harris & Todd, 1 Sab. each at Bethany.

Sloan, New Hope.

Gray, Bethel.

Newton, Zion.

Savage, Sarepta.

West, Pittsboro.

H. J. Carter & W. W. Horen had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard offered a resolution on evangelism which was received & adopted as
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follows. Resolved, that all of our ministers be required to solicit subscriptions to pay the salary for the present year, & that they impress upon the Churches the obligation to co-operate heartily in this work.

Rev. F. Patton, D.D., Rev. J. D. West, H. J. Carter & J. A. Hickman were appointed a com​mittee to take into consideration the practicality of establishing a high school for boys within our bounds.

Our presbyterial Com. on Sustentation reported; the report was received & approved.

Minutes of to-day were read & approved.

Adjourned to meet at Tupelo on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath, Oct., 11 o’clock a.m.

J. A. Kimmons,




J. L. Harris, Moderator.

Tem. Clerk.





Wm. A. Gray, Stated Clk.
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Pro re Nata Meeting

Pres. met at Zion Church, June 21st 1877, 11 o’clock a.m. Rev. F. Patton, D.D., J. A. Kim​mons, and J. K. P. Newton, with ruling elders J. W. Kendrick, Boonville & John Mc​Claren, Ebenezer Ch., having in May requested the moderator to call a meeting of Pres​by​tery to convene at Zion Ch. on Thursday before the 4th Sabbath in June at 11 o’clock a.m. for the purpose of examining, and if the way be clear, of licensing Mr. S. W. Newell, a candidate under our care, & taking under our care Mr. E. E. Bigger, a member of Hope​well Ch., and for the further purpose of examining Mr. Geo. A. Rogers with a view to his ordination, if the way be clear. The moderator having given due notice to the ministers & vacant churches in the Pres. as required by our Book, called a meeting at the time & place specified in the above request. 

Whereupon the Pres of Chickasaw convened at Zion Ch. at 11 o’clock, June 21st 1877, and after sermon by the moderator, from the 1st clause of the 8th verse, 3rd chap. Matthew, was constituted with prayer.

Ministers present Rev. F. Patton, D.D., J. A. Sloan, J. H. Gaillard & the moderator J. L. Harris with Elders G. G. Christopher, Birmingham; W. R. Mineice, Pontotoc; J. W. Frazer, Tupelo; and Robert Kirkpatrick, Zion.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was chosen Temporary Clerk. 

Pres. took recess for one hour.

After recess resumed business. Mr. E. E. Bigger a member of Hopewell Church and a graduate of the University of Miss. and 

[192]

having attended the Theological Seminary for two years, made application to presbytery to be received under its care, & to be examined with a view to licensure. Presbytery pro​ceeded to examine him upon experimental religion & his reasons for desiring to enter upon the work of the gospel ministry, which examination was sustained & he was re​ceived as a candidate for the gospel ministry. 

Presbytery then proceeded with the examination of Mr. Newell & Mr. Bigger, upon the Languages, the Arts, and Sciences, which examination was sustained.

After a short recess these brethren were examined upon natural & revealed religion, which examination was sustained.

The following were assigned Mr. Bigger as parts of trial. For sermon, 1 Cor. 1:9. Popular lec​ture, Luke 18.9-14. Greek exegesis, Heb 9:8-10. For Latin thesis, An sit Christus Deus?

The examination of Brother Rogers was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morn​ing. 

Brethren Patton & Sloan were appointed a committee to examine the Latin theses of Mr. E. E. Bigger & Mr. S. W. Newell.

Adjourned till 8 o’clock to-morrow a.m. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

8 o’clock.

Presbytery met & after a season of devotional exercises, proceeded with the first order of the day, the examination of Mr. Rogers, which examination not being satisfactory, he was instructed to study Church Government & the Sacraments of the Church under Brethren Harris & Sloan, & be prepared
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for examination upon the same, at the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

The following text was assigned him to preach upon at that time (viz.), Acts 5:31.

The committee appointed upon the Latin theses of Messrs Newell & Bigger reported that they had examined them, & found them correct & satisfactory, & recommending that they be sustained as parts of trial, they were sustained.

After a short recess Presbytery heard the trial sermon of Brother Bigger, which was sus​tained as part of trial.

Had a recess of 45 minutes.

After recess, Brother Newell’s sermon was heard & sustained as a part of trial.

The Greek exegeses of he young brethren were heard & sustained as parts of trial.

The examination was then arrested, & the parts of trial as a whole were sustained: and they were duly licensed to preach the gospels as probationers for the ministry.

The minutes of to-day were read & approved. Presbytery adjourned to meet in Tupelo Thurs​day before 1st Sab. Oct, 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with prayer & benediction.

J. H. Gaillard,





J. L. Harris,

Tem. Clerk.





Moderator.
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Tupelo, Miss., Oct 4th 1877

Thursday, 11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, & was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. L. Harris, the moderator, from Isa. 53:5. After which, presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Members Present

T. C. Stuart, Wm A. Gray, J. L. Harris, W. T. Savage, F. Patton, D.D., J. A. Sloan, J. A. Kimmons, J. H. Gaillard, J. D. West, D. A. Todd, J. K. P. Newton, & William Gilmer (colored).

Elders present: James Rogan, Ripley; G. P. Baskin, Tupelo; I. N. White, Pontotoc; S. W. Newell, Oak Forest; J. L. Wilkins, Mt. Zion; T. P. Park, Providence; J. F. Boston, Unity; W. L. Lorance, Hopewell; J. J. Nichols, Tallahatchie; J. F. Tankersley, Zion; Jno Camp​bell, Bethel; T. J. Crawford, Monroe; Canon Beckley (colored), Pisgah.

Rev. J. D. West was chosen moderator, & Rev J. H. Gaillard, Temporary Clerk. 

Took recess till 3 o’clock.

After recess, resumed business. Rev. F. Patton, D.D. & G. P. Baskin were appointed a committee on devotional exercises. Minutes of previous sessions were read.

Rev J. A. Kimmons & W. L. Lorance were appointed a Committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly.

To-morrow evening 7 ½ o’clock was appointed as the time to hear the essay & con​ference upon the question, “Will the coming of Christ be pre- or post-millennial?”

Brethren appointed as supplies to vacant churches mostly reported compliance.

[195]

It was made the first order of the day to-morrow morning, to hear the written narratives from the churches upon the state of religion in their bounds.

Rev. F. Patton & I. N. White were appointed a committee to prepare the narrative to Synod.

W. M. Pickens, Elder from Lebanon Church appeared & gave reasons for tardiness.

Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. Geo. A. Rogers upon the Government & Sacra​ments of the Church, which examination was sustained. The hour for hearing his trial sermon was deferred for the present.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning,

8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met and after devotional exercises, the minutes of yesterday were read & ap​proved.

The clerical commissioner to the last Assembly made his report, which was approved.

Rev. J. D. West, with Rev. Wm A. Gray, alternate, were nominated clerical commis​sioners to the next Gen. Assembly. Ruling Elders, James Rogan, principal, with Dr. J. W. Frazer, alternate.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons, J. A. Sloan, Wm A. Gray, J. F. Tankersley & W. L. Lorance were appointed a committee on assessments.

Mr. L. H. Kimmons, a member of Hopewell Church, asked to be taken under the care of presbytery as a candidate for the gospel ministry: whereupon the presbytery proceeded to examine him upon experimental religion, & his
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reasons for desiring to enter upon the work of the ministry, which examination was sus​tained & he was taken under our care.

Unity Church was chosen as the place for holding our next regular meeting.

James R. Gray, Elder from Harmony Church, appeared & gave reasons for tardiness.

Mr. S. W. Newel, licentiate, asked to be transferred to the Presbytery of Cherokee, & Mr. Frank Witherspoon, candidate, asked to be transferred to the care of the Presbytery of Mo. Their requests were granted.

Took recess till 2 o’clock.

After recess, resumed business. The committee appointed at the last stated meeting to inquire as to the feasibility of raising funds with a view of sending Mr. Geo. A. Rogers to the Seminary at Tuscaloosa, Ala., stated that owing to a misunderstanding of the work assigned them, they were not ready to report; whereupon the committee were continued & instructed to report to presbytery at its meeting during the sessions of the Synod of Memphis.

At his request a letter of dismission was granted to Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., to connect himself with the Presbytery of Memphis.

Rev. D. A. Todd & James Rogan were appointed a committee to audit the financial report of the Committee on Evangelism.

Took recess till 7 o’clock.

After recess the essay was read by Rev. J. A. Sloan & the conference had, upon the ques​tion
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as to whether the second coming of Christ is to be pre- or post-millennial; after which Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

J. F. Thompson from New Hope Church, & Dr. M. A. Davidson, from Salem Church, appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

The Committee on High School for boys, stated that they were not ready to report in full at this meeting; whereupon the committee was continued, with the following changes (viz.), Rev. J. A. Kimmons was added to the committee, and Messrs Beach Mitchell & Col. J. D. Williams were substituted in place of Messrs Hickman & Carter; and they were authorized to receive bids.

The Committee on Minutes of the Assembly report, received & adopted, [was] as fol​lows: Your committee would respectfully call attention of Pres. to the injunctions of As​sembly on Systematic Benevolence, pate 415, sec. 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5. On Foreign Mis​sions, page 419, res. 1. On Education, page 420, res. 1 & 3. On Sabbath schools, page 434, sec. 1, 2, 3. [On] institution for colored men, page 438, sec. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Your com​mittee would recommend that a committee of three be appointed to take the matter of the Book of Church order into consideration, and report at our spring meeting of Pres. Rev. F. Patton, W. V. Frierson & W. L. Lorance were appointed the said committee. 

The Committee on Evangelism reported. The report was
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received & approved as follows. Your Committee on Evangelism would report that the Rev. J. A. Kimmons has been in the field since our last meeting, visiting & preaching to our vacant churches & destitute places. Our evangelist has devoted himself to the work we assigned him with commendable zeal, & we feel grateful that the Lord has blessed his labors. There has been paid over to the evangelist, together with twenty-five dollars in my hands not yet paid over, $301.85. Vacant churches have subscribed & will pay $200.00. Amount due from individual subscriptions $229.05. In all $730.90. Due to date of Oct 1st $750.00.

The Committee on Sustentation reported; report was received & approved as follows, That Rev. A. M. Mooney & Mrs M. A. Frierson have each received from the Central Committee $100, during the ecclesiastical year, in semi-annual installments & that appli​cation has been made to the Central Com. for the appropriation of the same amount to the same persons.

The Committee on the Narrative reported; the report was received & adopted & the paper ordered to be sent up to Synod.

The Committee on Supplies reported; the report was received & adopted as follows. Savage to preach Sarepta, two Sabbaths, Pittsboro, 1 Sabbath. West & Patton, 1 Sabbath each at Zion. Newton, Hopewell & Tallahatchie, 1 Sabbath each. Harris, Sloan & Todd, Bethel, 1 Sabbath each. Gaillard, Harmony 1 Sabbath.

The committee appointed to audit the financial part of the report of the Com. on Evangel​ism re-
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ported, received & approved, as follows. Your committee would report, that they have examined the financial statement of the Committee on Evangelism, & find it correct.

Presbytery proceeded to the ordination of Mr. Geo. A. Rogers (colored) by the laying on of hands & prayer, upon the Assembly’s plan.

Brethren Harris, Newton, Park & Campbell had leave of absence from the remaining ses​​sions of Presbytery after recess.

Rev. F. Patton, D.D. was appointed essayist for our next regular meeting, W. T. Savage alternate. The question assigned, Is the particular Church as such, justifiable in adopting any measures for the promotion of her work, not plainly & directly included in the list of ordinances established by Christ in the particular church?

Took recess till 2 o’clock.

After recess resumed business. Upon motion it was resolved that our Committee of Edu​cation be instructed to ask the Gen. Assembly’s Committee for $150.00 to aid our candi​date, Mr L. H. Kimmons, in the prosecution of his studies for the ministry. 

The committee on assessment reported. The report was received & adopted as follows. Hopewell $6. Oak Forest $3. Concord $2. Ripley $7. Walnut Creek $4. Pontotoc $5. Bethel $2.50. Tupelo $7. Zion $5. Hebron $5. Harmony $4. Birmingham $3. Gaston $3.50. Baldwyn $4. Boonville $5. Gaston $3.50. Baldwyn $4. Boonville $5. Ebenezer 1. Lebanon $8. Monroe $3. Unity $5.50. Providence $5. Iuka $4. Sarepta $2. Tallahatchie $4; Salem $2. Bethany $2. New Hope $6. Corinth $4.
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The following paper was adopted. Whereas the Presbytery has been disappointed in get​ting the aid anticipated to support an evangelist; & whereas we are in danger, by keeping our evangelist in the field, of being burdened with a heavy debt; & whereas Brother Kim​mons has signified his willingness to withdraw from the evangelistic work if Presby​tery think it best, Therefore Resolved 1st That it is the judgment of Presbytery that it is inex​pedient for us to employ the services of Brother K. any longer. Resolved, 2nd That Pres​bytery is highly gratified with the laborious zeal of Brother Kimmons in his evan​gel​istic work, & with the manifold blessing of God upon his labors, & that we give him up with reluctance & regret.

A vote of thanks was tendered to the members of Tupelo Church & citizens of the town for their kindness & hospitality in entertaining the members of Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at the call of the moderator during the sessions of the Synod of Memphis. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

J. H. Gaillard, 





J. D. West, Moderator.

Clerk Pro Tem.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Examined and approved in Synod in Memphis, Nov. 10th 1877.

J. N. Craig, Mod.
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Memphis, Tenn.

Nov. 9th 1877.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met upon the call of the moderator, according to adjournment, & was opened with prayer by the moderator, Rev. J. D. West.

Present

Ministers





Elders

Wm A. Gray.





Daniel McFarland, Hopewell.

F. Patton, D.D.




L. B. Mitchell, Corinth.

J. A. Kimmons.




N. A. Flornoy, Iuka.

J. D. West.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons was appointed Temporary Clerk. Took recess till 4 ½ o’clock p.m.

4 ½ o’clock

Resumed business. Rev. Theodore Hunter presented a letter of dismission from the Pres​bytery of South Ala., who after examination was received into this Pres.

Mr. J. Steadman Black, a licentiate of the Presbytery of Wilmington, was received by let​ter, and taken under the care of Presbytery. Arrangements were made for his ordination as an evangelist, at New Hope, Friday, Nov. 23rd, if the way be clear. 

Adjourned till 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday

8 o’clock.

Pres. met, & was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday. Minutes were read & ap​proved. 

The committee appointed to receive propositions for location of presbyterial High School reported. Report received, & committee continued.

On motion the time of meeting of Pres. on Friday before the 4th Sabbath of Nov., upon re​consideration, was so changed, as to
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to meet in Corinth, Thursday before the 4th Sabbath [in] Nov. at 11 o’clock a.m.

Pres. adjourned to meet in Corinth, Thursday before the 4th Sabbath, 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer & benediction.

J. A. Kimmons, 




J. D. West, Mod.

Clerk Pro Tem.

Corinth, Miss.

Nov. 22nd 1877.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met pursuant to adjournment, & was opened with a sermon by Rev. Theo. Hunter from John 6:68.

Rev. Theo Hunter was chosen moderator, & J. A. Kimmons clerk pro tem.

Ministers present: Wm A. Gray, F. Patton, D.D., Theo. Hunter, & J. A. Kimmons. 

Elder L. B. Mitchell, Corinth.

Took recess till 2 ½ o’clock.

2 ½ o’clock.

Pres. met. Rev. J. A. Sloan, Rev. J. L. Harris, & Elder N. A. Flornoy, Iuka, gave reasons for tardiness & took their seats.

Rev. C. N. Wood of the Cumberland Pres. Ch. was invited to sit as a corresponding mem​ber.

Reports on the question of the location of presbyterial High School were heard. 

Presbytery then proceeded with the examination of Mr. J. S. Black, with a view to his ordination. He was examined on experimental religion, philosophy, the Greek and Heb​rew, Church History, Church Government & the Sacraments and Theology.

Recess till 7 o’clock.

7 o’clock

Pres met and heard the sermon of Mr. Black from 1 Cor. 2:2.

The question upon the location of the High
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School for boys was further considered, and upon a vote taken by ballot, Iuka was se​lec​ted as the place.

Rev. J. L. Harris had leave to labor without our bounds till after the next regular meeting of Pres.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning, 8 ½ o’clock

Pres. met and opened with prayer. Minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Upon motion all the parts of trial of Mr. J. S. Black were sustained, & he was ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry, by prayer & the laying on [of] the hands of presby​tery.

Presbytery proceeded to election of a Board of Trustees, to consist of fifteen, five of whom shall be necessary to a quorum for the male High School located at Iuka. The fol​lowing gentlemen were elected (viz.): Rev. F. Patton, D.D., Thos, M. Miller, B. R. Ellis, Wm Crenshaw, Edward Merrill, Gov. J. M. Stone, Dr. M. A. Simmons, __ __ Har​ris, Esq., N. A. Flornoy, Judge J. A. Green, Col. J. D. Williams, Hugh Street, Robt Hen​derson, & Rev. J. A. Kimmons.

Presbytery proceeded to the election of a principal of the school. Mr. N. A. Flornoy was chosen.

Pres. directed the chairman of the Com. of Sustentation to ask of the Central Com. for Iuka Church. Pres. adjourned. Closed with prayer.

J. A. Kimmons,




Theo. Hunter, Moderator.

Clerk, Pro. Tem.
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Unity Church, April 18th 1878, 

11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the moderator, was opened with a sermon by Rev. F. Patton, D.D. from Jude, 3rd verse.

Present

Ministers





Elders

Wm A. Gray.





L. A. Hill, New Hope.

F. Patton, D.D.




J. R. Gray, Harmony.

J. A. Kimmons.




W. M. Roberts, Providence.

J. A. Sloan.





J. A. Leach, Unity.

J. H. Gaillard.





Dan’l McFarland, Hopewell.

J. K. P. Newton.




J. F. Tankersley, Zion.

J. S. Black.

Rev. James H. Gaillard was chosen Moderator, & Rev. J. A. Kimmons Tem. Clerk.

Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock p.m.

Resumed business. Rev J. K. P. Newton & Elder J. A. Leach were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

Rev W. T. Savage, Rev J. D. West, & Wm. V. Frierson, ruling elder from Pontotoc, ap​peared in Pres., & gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

The minutes of the last meeting & adjourned meetings were read.

The report on Evangelism was made the order of the day for 2 o’clock p.m. to-morrow.

Rev. E. McShan of the Cumberland P. Ch. & Rev. J. Moor of the Baptist Ch., being pres​ent, were invited to sit as corresponding members.
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The following committees were appointed on sessional records, Zion, Rev. J. D. West & J. R. Gray. Baldwyn, J. K. P. Newton & L. A. Hill. New Hope, Wm A. Gray & W. M. Roberts. Unity, J. A. Kimmons & Dan’l McFarland. Salem, J. S. Black & W. V. Frierson. Tupelo, W. T. Savage & J. F. Tankersley. Hopewell, F. Patton & J. R. Gray. Oak Forest, J. D. West & J. A. Leach. Pontotoc, J. H. Gaillard & J. F. Tankersley. 

The brethren appointed to supply vacancies, being called on, reported compliance. Rev. J. A. Kimmons & D. McFarland were appointed a committee on supplies.

Rev Theo. Hunger appeared & gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

The Committee on the Book of Ch. Order reported; the report was received and made the second order of the day for to-morrow p.m.

Mr. Roseborough, licentiate of North Miss. Pres. was granted permission to labor within our bounds during the present year.

11 o’clock to-morrow was appointed as the time for essay and conference.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning,

8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met, & after spending half an hour in devotional exercises, resumed business. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. J. A. Sloan & H. M. Street were appointed a committee to prepare a report on
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Sustentation to be sent up to Gen. Assembly.

Rev. J. D. West & W. V. Frierson were appointed a committee to prepare an report on Evangelism for the Assembly.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & N. A. Flornoy, to prepare a report for the Assembly on Foreign Missions.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton & J. R. Gray to prepare a report for the Assembly on Education.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & J. F. Tankersley to prepare a report for Assembly on Sabbath schools.

Rev. J. S. Black & L. A. Hill to prepare a report for the Gen. Assembly on Publication.

H. M. Street, ruling elder from Boonville & N. A. Flornoy, Elder from Iuka appeared, & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The Committee on Sustentation reported; the report was received, committed to a com​mittee consisting of Theo. Hunter, W. T. Savage, & H. M. Street, to report during this meeting of Pres.

Elder Dr L. A. Hill was granted leave of absence after the sessions of to-day.

Rev. J. S. Black asked leave of absence after the sessions of to-day; the request was not granted.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, F. Patton, D.D., and Dan’l McFarland were appointed a committee to bring in a suitable minute on the death of Rev. A. M. Mooney, to be presented at our next meeting of Pres. 

The committees on Sustentation, Evangelism, Foreign Mission, Education, Publication, & Sabbath schools, appointed to prepare 

 [207]

reports for the Gen. Assembly, respectively reported; the reports were received, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly. 

The President of the male High School in Iuka made a report of the condition of said school. The report was received & referred to a committee consisting of Col J. D. Wil​liams, H. M. Street, W. V. Frierson, N. A. Flornoy & Rev. J. D. West, chair’m. It was re​solved to refer the relation of the Iuka High School is to sustain to this presbytery to said Committee, to report upon the comparative merits of a close corporation & presbyterial control. Report to be made at fall meeting.

Revs F. Patton, W. A. Gray, J. A. Kimmons, Elders J. R. Gray & W. M. Roberts were appointed a committee to bring in a report on the financial condition of the male High School.

The committee appointed upon the report of the Com. of Sustentation reported; the report was received & adopted, as follows. The committee on the report of the Com. of Sus​ten​tation have examined & found said report correct. In reference to so much of the report as relates to the grouping of weak churches, the committee are of the opinion, that while con​​certed action on the part of such churches is very desirable, that nothing can be ac​complished by a discussion of the subject by the Presbytery.
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The free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds was appointed as the 3rd order of the day for this afternoon. 

The hour of the day for hearing the essay read, & conference upon the subject assigned, having come, the essay was presented by Rev F. Patton, D.D., followed by a conference upon the same.

Pres. took recess till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock p.m. Rev. Theo Hunter & W. V. Frierson were appointed a committee on the sessional records of Ebenezer & Boonville Chs. Rev. J. K. P. Newton & J. A. Leach were appointed a committee on the records of Iuka.

The Committee on Education asked for further time to make their report; the request was granted.

The second order of the day was taken up. The report of the Committee on the Book of Church Order was presented, received, & adopted as follows. Resolved, That we greatly prefer the old book as a whole to the new, & that we give a decided negative to the ques​tion, Shall we adopt the Book of Church Order, and the rules of discipline, as sent down to the Presbyteries by the Gen. Assembly. Presbytery? then proceeded to vote on the eight articles sent down by the Assembly to the presbyteries. Chap V, “Of Church Courts, Sec IV, “Of Pres.,” Article 2, rejected—Article 5, rejected. Sec VII of the same chapter, “Of Ecclesiastical Commissions,” Article 1, 2, 3, 4,
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rejected. Chap VI, “Of Church Orders,” articles 1, 2 of section III, “Of the Election of Church Officers,” rejected, Article 3, adopted. Chap. III, “Of Offences,” Article 1, rejected. Article 2, adopted. Chap VIII, “Special Rules Pertaining to Process against a Minister,” Article 10, rejected. Chap XII, “Of Cases without Process,” Article 1, adopted, Article 2, rejected, Article 3, adopted.

The Committee on Supplies reported; the report was received & adopted as follows.

Sloan & Black, to preach one Sabbath each at Bethany, at discretion.

Concord, Gray & Sloan, 1 Sab. each, 

Tallahatchie, J. H. Gaillard & West, 1 Sab each.

Ebenezer, Kimmons & Harris, 1 Sab. each.

Bethel, Todd, one Sabbath.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning,

8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met, after spending half an hour in devotional exercises, resumed business.

A free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds was held.

The Committee on Evangelism reported; the report was received and referred to a com​mittee of three (viz.) H. M. Street, J. K. P. Newton & D. McFarland.

Rev. J. D. West tendered his resignation as chairman of the Committee of Evangelism; his resignation was not accepted.

Rev. Theo. Hunter & Dan’l McFarland were granted leave of absence from remaining ses​sions of Pres.
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Lebanon was chosen as the place for holding the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

The committee appointed to raise money for our colored minister now at school at Tus​caloosa made a verbal report.

The Committee on the Narrative made a report, which was received, adopted, and the paper was directed to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

The Rev Wm A. Gray was elected commissioner to the Gen. Assembly, & Rev. J. D. West, alternate. Ruling Elder James Rogan was elected commissioner, Dr. J. W. Frazer, alternate.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was requested to write to churches, delinquent in paying their assess​ments.

The committee appointed on the report on Evangelism made their report. The report was received & adopted. The report on Evangelism which this committee was appointed to consider is as follows. Your Com. on Evangelism would report that the Pres. of Chicka​saw is yet due the evangelist last in employ, Rev J. A. Kimmons $223.15, having paid $526.85 on the $750 we promised. There is due on individual subscriptions the sum of $98.55, and from churches $59.40, a total of $157.95. This leaves a balance, if all were paid that is due, $65.20, for which no promise is made. We recommend that this report be committed to a committee of three with instructions to make an assessment on the churches to pay so much
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of said indebtedness as has not been provided for, and such as cannot be collected of the amount due by churches and individuals.

The special committee upon the above report, made their report, recommending the fol​lowing assessments, adopted. That Hopewell be assessed $10.50. Oak Forest $5.25. Con​cord $3.50. Ripley $12.25. Walnut Creek $7.00. Pontotoc $8.75. Bethel $4.00. Tu​pelo $12.25. Zion $8.75. Hebron $8.75. Harmony $3.50. Birmingham $5.25. Gaston $6.00. Baldwyn $7.00. Boonville $9.00. Ebenezer $1.50. Lebanon $13.00. Monroe $5.25. Unity $10.00, Providence $8.75. Iuka $7.00. Sarepta $3.50. Tallahatchie $7.00. Salem $3.50. Bethany $3.50. New Hope $10.50. Corinth $7.00. In all, $192.25.

The committee appointed to consider the financial condition of Iuka Male High School made the following report, which was received & adopted. Your committee would re​spectfully report, that the High School located at Iuka is in great need of funds. It re​quires about $2,000 to complete the buildings needed for school purposes. We propose therefore the following resolutions.

1. Resolved that every minister connected with this presbytery be appointed an agent to raise money for this institution.

2nd. That two agents be appointed to spend one or two months in places outside the limits of our presbytery in soliciting the needed amount of money, and that these agents pay their traveling expenses out
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of money they may collect.

3rd. That the resignation of Dr. Simmons and E. W. Harris Esq. be accepted, & the names of Jno. T. Barnett & Prof. Pettus be chosen trustees to fill the vacancy; and that Bro. J. A. Kimmons be made moderator in the place of Rev F. Patton.

4th.  That the time of office of the following trustees expire at our spring meeting (viz.) Col. J. D. Williams, Capt R. Henderson, Gov. Stone, B. R. Ellis, [and] Dr E. A. Cox.

5th. That one-third of the trustees be elected annually.

6th. That the term of office of the following persons expire at the spring meeting of Pres., 1880 (viz.) Judge J. A. Green, Wm Crenshaw, Edwin Merrill, J. T. Barnett, [and] H. M Street.

7th. That remaining trustees (viz.) N. A. Flornoy, J. C. Pettus, T. Miller, F. Patton, [and] J. A. Kimmons remain in office till the spring meeting of Presbytery, 1881.

The report of the Trustees of the Chickasaw Female College was presented & received. The following trustees were elected. Rev F. Patton, D.D., R. Bolton, S. M. Barr, J. N. Cam​eron, B. L. Frierson and W. L. Lorance.

Took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

2 o’clock.

Resumed business. Rev J. A. Kimmons & H. M. Street were appointed special agents to procure funds for the presbyterial male High School located in Iuka, Miss.

The committees appointed upon sessional records severally reported; these reports were
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received and adopted (viz.) Upon Oak Forest, Zion, New Hope, Hopewell, Salem, Tu​p​elo, Baldwyn, Ebenezer, Boonville, Pontotoc & Iuka.

The following theme was chosen for essay & conference at our next stated meeting (viz.) When a congregation employs a minister as stated supply, are the individual subscribers responsible for his salary, or is the church as such?

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Lebanon on Thursday before the first Sabbath in Oct., at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, & benediction.

J. A. Kimmons,




J. H. Gaillard, Moderator.

Clerk pro tem.





Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Lebanon Church, Oct 3rd, 1878

11 o’clock a.m.

The presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev J. D. West, from Acts 21:14, “The will of the Lord be done.” After which presbytery was constituted with prayer, when the following ministers & elders answered to their names.

Ministers





Elders

Rev. F. Patton, D.D.




B. L. Frierson, Zion.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons.




J. D. Williams, Tupelo.

Rev. D. A. Todd.




J. A. Bigger, Hopewell.

Rev. J. D. West.




I. N. White, Pontotoc.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard.




W. B. Gilmer, Lebanon.








J. A. Hickman, Mt. Zion.

Rev. D. A. Todd was chosen moderator & J. A. Hickman, Temporary Clerk.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & B. L. Frierson were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative to Synod.

Corinth was selected as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Supplies appointed at last meeting generally reported compliance.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & B. L. Frierson were appointed a committee on supplies.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Rev. J. D. West and Elder I. N. White were appointed a committee to consider the propriety of securing a colporteur for this presbytery and report during the present meeting.

The personality & work of the Holy Spirit was selected as the subject of next essay & conference. Rev. D. A. Todd, essayist.
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Presbytery took up the subject of evangelism in an interlocutory manner, after which B. L. Frierson was appointed a committee to secure the balance due from the different churches to our last evangelist.

Rev. J. D. West offered his resignation as chairman of the Committee of Evangelism, which was accepted, and the committee was dissolved.

S. W. Newell, Elder from Oak Forest Ch. appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Pres. adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday, Oct 4th 1878

Presbytery met according to adjournment and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. J. I. Nichols Elder from Tallahatchie Church appeared in Pres. & rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Rev J. A. Kimmons & Elder J. D. Williams were appointed a committee on contingent fund.

J. D. West was excused from further attendance upon the present sessions of Presbytery, having been sent for to attend the funeral services of J. N. Cameron, ruling elder in Monroe Ch.

Rev F. Patton, Rev. J. H. Gaillard & S. W. Newell were appointed a committee to cor​respond with Rev. Wm A. Gray expressing the sympathy of this Pres. with him in his af​flic​tions.
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The committee appointed at last stated meeting to prepare a memorial of Rev. Arthur M. Mooney, presented the following which was received & adopted (viz.) The subject of this notice was the son of George Mooney, a farmer & worthy ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church. He was born Nov. 22nd 1799. He was raised in East Tennessee. Was graduated at Washington College in 1824. He studied theology under one or more of the three fol​low​ing ministers, viz. Doak, Anderson & Bovell. He was licensed by the presbytery in whose bounds he was brought up, sometime between the years 1821 & 1828. In 1828 he re​moved to Greenville District, S.C., and served Fairview & Friendship Churches for a time. Under his ministry to Lawrence Church, Col. Sam’l B. Lewis, then practicing law joined the Church, who afterwards became a very useful minister in the Presbyterian Church. He was ordained to the full work of the ministry in 1830. In 1831, Mr. Mooney was united in marriage to Miss E. T. Peden, a member of Nazareth Church. During this year he removed to Decatur, Ga., serving the Decatur and Smyrna Churches for two years. He then moved to Jasper County & preached to Bethel Church in that county & Bethel Church in Madison County for two years. Thence he moved to Pike County where he
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served two churches, names not known, for five or six years. He then went to Stewart Co., preaching to the Church of Americus & one other. He then went to Pike Co., Ala., serving Bethel & Pea Vine Churches, a term of years. In 1846 he came to Monroe Co., Miss & preached to Providence Church and one other near Caledonia. He was afterwards sent out by the presbytery as a domestic missionary to a large, destitute region in the south​ern part of the state, in which work he was engaged for something over three years. Approaching age & severe injury from a fall which he had about this time, terminated his active public labors in the ministry. The remainder of his days were spent in the bounds of Oak Forest Church. His labors here in the Sabbath school, his lectures, his prayers, & his godly example shed a hallowed influence over that people. Whatsoever his hand found to do, he did it with his might & he loved his work. His last end was peace, & he has now gone to his rest & reward. The Rev. Arthur M. Mooney was born Nov. 22nd 1799 and died Oct 24th 1877, aged 77 years, 11 months & 2 days. 

The Committee on Supplies reported; report received and adopted as follows.

At Tallahatchie, Gaillard & West, 1 Sab. each.

Ebenezer, Black & Kimmons, 1 Sab. each.

Bethany, Black, 1 Sab. Harris, 2 Sabs.
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Sarepta, Savage, 1 Sab.

Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock.

Resumed business. Upon application a letter of dismission was granted Mr E. E. Bigger, licentiate, to put himself under the care of North Miss. Pres.

Rev. F. Patton, D.D., was nominated as commissioner to the next Gen. Assembly, Rev J. A. Kimmons, alternate. Col. J. D. Williams, Elder, as principal, J. A. Hickman, alternate.

Mr. W. V. Frierson, President of Chickasaw Female College, & Rev J. A. Kimmons, in relation to Iuka High School, made statements touching the claims & advantages of these schools respectively, that elicited much interest.

The committee on the narrative reported. The report was received & adopted and the paper was ordered to be sent up to Synod.

The committee on contingent fund reported. The report was received & adopted as fol​lows. Boonville was assessed $4. Salem $2. Iuka $4. Corinth $4. Hopewell $5. Oak Forest $3. Tupelo $6. Ripley $6. Walnut Creek $4. Pontotoc $4. Hebron $2. Birmingham $2. Gaston $2. Baldwyn $2. Ebenezer $1. Unity $4. Providence $4. Sarepta $1. Concord $1. Zion $4. Lebanon $5. Monroe $2. Tallahatchie $2. Bethany $2. New Hope $4. Mt Zion $3.

Rev. F. Patton, Elder J. D. Williams & Rev J. A. Kimmons were appointed a committee to prepare a report on the Minutes 
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of the Gen. Assembly & present it at the next meeting of Presbytery. 

The Committee on Colportage reported that in their judgment the way was not open to secure a colporteur. The report was received & adopted, and the committee discharge.

Rev. F. Patton, D.D., was appointed at Tupelo & Rev. J. A. Kimmons at Boonville, to look after the colporteur fund of this Pres. & report at its next meeting.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Corinth on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April next, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

J. A. Hickman,




D. A. Todd, Moderator.

Clerk pro tem.





Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Zion Church, 

Dec’r 19th 1878

Presbytery of Chickasaw met in pro re nata, called together by the moderator according to the requirements of the Constitution. The moderator (Rev. D. A. Todd) not being pres​ent, the presbytery was called to order by Rev. J. H. Gaillard, the last moderator pres​ent & was constituted by prayer. 

Present, ministers: J. A. Sloan, F. Patton, D.D., J. A. Kimmons, J. H. Gaillard, and J. D. West. 

Elders: B. L. Frierson, Zion & I. N. White, Pontotoc.

Rev. F. Patton, D.D., was chosen moderator, and 
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Rev. J. A. Kimmons, Temporary Clerk. 

The object of the meeting was stated by the moderator, which was the reception of Mr. Jacob Beckley (colored) under the care of this Presbytery, as a candidate for [the] gospel ministry.

After examining him on experimental religion, & his views for seeking the work of the gospel ministry, on motion he was received under the care of Presbytery, and was advised to prosecute his studies under the instruction of Rev. J. D. West. 

Presbytery adjourned. Closed with prayer.

J. A. Kimmons




F. Patton

Temporary Clerk.




Moderator.
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Corinth, Miss.

April 17th 1879.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, & was opened with a sermon by the moderator, Rev. D. A. Todd from Rev. 22:17. After sermon Pres. was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

Wm A. Gray.





James Rogan, Ripley.

F. Patton, D.D.




L. B. Mitchell, Corinth.

J. L. Harris.





D. Settle, New Hope.

J. A. Kimmons.




T. M. Miller, Iuka.

D. A. Todd.





Jacob Beckley, col., Pisgah.

J. D. West.

Rev. Wm A. Gray was elected moderator, & ruling elder J. M. Miller, Temporary Clerk.

Rev. C. M. Wood of the C. P. church, and Rev J. Barcroft of M. E. Church, being pres​ent, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

2 o’clock

Resumed business. Rev. J. A. Sloan appeared in presbytery & rendered reasons for tar​di​ness which were sustained. Col. J. D. Williams Elder from Tupelo and H. H. Kimmons from Hopewell, and John Tankersley, Elder from Zion appeared & gave reasons for tar​diness which were sustained.

The minutes of the last stated meeting, & pro re nata meeting, were read. Rev. J. D. West & Elder L. B. Mitchell were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

The following committees were appointed to prepare reports for Gen. Assembly, viz. 
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On Evangelism, Rev. J. D. West & D. Settle.

On Sustentation, Rev. J. A. Sloan & L. B. Mitchell.

On Christian Benevolence, Rev. J. L. Harris & H. H. Kimmons.

On Foreign Missions, Rev. J. A. Kimmons & J. Rogan.

On Publication, Rev. D. A. Todd & J. M. Miller.

On Sabbath Schools, Rev. F. Patton, D.D., & H. H. Kimmons.

On Narrative to Ass., Rev. D. A. Todd & J. Tankersley.

The Committee on Colportage funds reported verbally, & were continued as per [the] fol​lowing resolutions.

Resolved 1st That Rev J. A. Kimmons and Rev F. Patton, D.D., be continued on the com​mittee to look after the books & colportage funds of this presbytery.

Resolved 2nd That they be instructed to settle up the affairs connected with this interest, and turn the money that may be on hand over to the Com. of Publication of the Gen. Ass. and make such disposition of the books as in their judgment may promise the best results.

Books on hand at Boonville

  $4.45

Sold & money on hand

  $3.10

On hand at Tupelo


$50.00

John Campbell ruling elder from Bethel appeared in pres & rendered reasons for tar​di​ness which were sustained.

The following committees were appointed on sessional records (viz.)

Hopewell, Sloan & Mitchell.

New Hope, West & Rogan.

Pontotoc. Todd & Settle

Iuka, Patton & Tankersley.

Baldwyn, Sloan & Williams.
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Bethel, West & Settle.

Corinth, Todd & Cantrell.

Tupelo, Todd & Tankersley.

Zion, Kimmons & Rogan.


To-morrow night at the usual hour for public service was appointed as the time for hea​ring essay, & holding conference.

There was made a motion for the adoption of the new Book, pending the question, pres​by​tery adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, 8 ½ o’clock. Closed with prayer.

April 18th
8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met & was opened with devotional exercises. Present as yesterday. The min​utes of yesterday were read & approved.

Reasons assigned by Revs J. H. Gaillard & Theo. Hunter for absence from the present ses​sions of pres were heard & sustained.

Upon application a letter of dismission was granted Rev. J. S. Black to the Presbytery of Wilmington.

J. R. Savage, ruling elder from Bethany appeared in pres, & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The consideration of the subject of the new Book [of Church Order] was resumed, and after further discussion, the vote was taken by roll call, resulting as follows. Yeas: J. A. Kimmons, J. D. West, J. A. Sloan, James Rogan, L. B. Mitchell, D. Settle, J. F. Tank​ers​ley, J. M. Miller & Cannon Beckley (col.). 9 yeas.
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Nays: Wm A. Gray, F. Patton, D.D., D. A. Todd, H. H. Kimmons, J. D. Williams, John Camp​bell, [and] J. R. Savage. Nays, 7.

This afternoon, 4 o’clock, was appointed as the hour for holding a free conversation on the subject of religion within our bounds.

A request by Harmony Church was considered, & a committee was appointed consisting of Rev. J. D. West & J. F. Tankersley to investigate the action of said Church & report at our next semi-annual meeting.

The annual report of the Trustees of Chickasaw Female College was read & approved & trustees elected as per recommendation in said report. The report is as follows. 

1st We are glad to report that our school is in a most flourishing condition, there being a greater number of pupils in attendance than at any time since the war. Our principal is a man that has the confidence of everyone, & is a thorough educator. 

2nd At his request we would recommend the appointment of a visiting committee of 3 to attend the examination, & examine the pupils.

3rd The following trustees go out of office at this meeting of Pres. (viz.) D. McFarland, S. Daggett, C. W. Martin, Dr. J. W. Frazer, Col. C. B. Mitchell, [and] Dr. J. C. Bell. We rec​ommend their re-election. We recommend that Rev. W. T. Savage be
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appointed to fill the vacancy of J. N. Cameron, dec’d, & that Capt Crawford be elected in place of W. F. Frierson, principal.

R. Bolton, Pres., Board of Trustees.

Rev D. A. Todd, Rev. F. Patton, D.D. and Col. J. D. Williams were appointed a visiting committee to attend the next examination of C. F. College.

The Stated Clerk of Pres. was directed to furnish Rev J. L. Harris a letter of dismission, if asked for.

Rev. F. Patton, D.D., and Col. J. D. Williams were elected commissioners to attend the approaching Gen. Assembly, with Rev. J. A. Kimmons & Ruling Elder J. A. Hickman, alter​nates.

The following recommendation of the committee upon the minutes of Zion Church was adopted. We recommend that 2 ministers and 3 ruling elders be appointed to go to Zion immediately to investigate the matters in dispute among the members of that Church, and if possible adjust the difficulties without judicial process. In case of failing to settle mat​ters amicably, then notify the session to take regular steps to try the case, or cases, judi​cially. Ministers appointed, J. D. West & J. A. Sloan, Elders H. H. Kimmons, W. B. Gil​mer, [and] Thos. Crawford.

The hour having arrived appointed for holding a free conference upon the subject of re​ligion within our bounds, that matter was taken up.

Had recess till 8 o’clock p.m.
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8 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Rev. D. A. Todd read an essay as per previous appointment, followed by the usual conference upon the subject of the essay.

The subject for essay at our next meeting is the question, “How may the believer obtain abiding assurance?” Rev. J. D. West, essayist.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & Col. J. D. Williams were appointed a committee on supplies.

The Committee on Systematic Benevolence reported. The report was received & adopted and ordered sent up to Gen. Assembly.

Walnut Creek was selected as the place for holding next stated meeting.

The chairman of the presbyterial Committee on Sustenance presented the following re​port which was received & approved (viz.) The Committee of Sustentation report to the Presbytery of Chickasaw, that during the year 1878, the following supplement to Rev. J. A. Kimmons’ salary for Boonville, Iuka & Zion Churches $175.00 was rec’d. Rev. J. A. Sloan, Hebron, Gaston & Birmingham $125.00. From invalid fund for Mrs M. A. Frier​son $75.00. Mrs E. T. Mooney, $75.00. These sums have been
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paid over to the persons named & we have their individual vouchers for the sums men​tioned. All of which is respectfully submitted. Corinth, Miss., April 19th 1879. J. A. Sloan, chair’m of Com. of Sustentation for Chickasaw Pres.

B. L. Frierson, appointed to collect assessments made upon the churches by presbytery to liquidate the debt due Bro. Kimmons for evangelistic work, made his report, which was re​ceived & approved, and Bro. Frierson was continued as said committee.

The Churches having paid their assessments are Hopewell $10.50. Oak Forest $5.25. Rip​ley $12.25. Hebron $5.00., due $8.75. Pontotoc $8.75. Bethel $4.00. Zion $1.00, due $7.75. Lebanon $8.00, due $5.00. Tallahatchie, $7.00. Corinth $3.15, due $3.85. Mt Zion, not assessed paid $5.00. The following still delinquent: Concord, Walnut Creek, Tupelo, Harmony, Birmingham, Gaston, Baldwyn, Boonville, Ebenezer, Monroe, Unity, Provi​dence, Iuka, Sarepta, Salem, Bethany, [and] New Hope.

The committee appointed to prepare a narrative for the Gen Assembly reported; report re​ceived & adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Assembly. 

The committee appointed to prepare a report for Gen. Assembly on Christian Benevo​lence reported; report received, adopted & ordered up to Ass.

It being reported that dissensions existed in the Corinth Church, a committee consisting of Rev. J. D. West, Rev. J. A. Sloan & T. M. 
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Miller to inquire into the state of said church.

The Committee on Supplies reported; the report was received & adopted, & is as follows.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, 1 Sab. at Sarepta.

Rev. W. T. Savage, 1 Sab. at Pittsboro.

Rev. D. A. Todd, 1 Sab. at Concord.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons, 1 Sab. at New Hope.

Rev. J. A. Sloan, 1 Sab. at Corinth.

The Rev. Mr. Roseborough request, request preferred thro. H. H. Kimmons, had leave to preach in the bounds of this presbytery.

On motion it was agreed that the financial committee of the Iuka High School be & are hereby authorized to sell said school property, and distribute the funds to the donors in such manner as they may see proper.

The committee appointed to inquire into the state of the Corinth Church reported; the re​port was received & adopted, as follows. The committee appointed to inquire into the nature of the difficulties in this Church relative to electing a minister to supply them, would report that they investigated the mater as far as was necessary to reach a con​clu​sion.

1st The committee are unanimously of the opinion that the election held was illegal & therefore void from the fact that no minister was called upon to preside in the meeting, & it was not a case excepted as provided in the Form of Government, Ch. XV, Sec. 11.

[229]

2nd We recommend that the session proceed according to the direction of our Book as contained in the above named chapter of the Form [of] Gov. to elect a pastor or evan​gel​ist.

Upon motion it was resolved that members of this of this presbytery devote their fifth Sabbaths to missionary work.

The committees appointed to examine sessional records respectively reported; the reports were received & adopted.

Presbytery proceeded to examine Jacob Beckley, our candidate (col.), with a view to his licensure. After examination he was licensed according to the plan of the Gen. Assembly in such cases.

It was resolved that the brethren who are contiguous give Brother Beckley all the assistance they can in his studies; and that Brother James R. Gray superintend his literary studies.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Walnut Creek Church on the Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in Oct. at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.

T. M. Miller,





Wm A. Gray, Moderator.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Walnut Creek Church

Oct 2nd 1879.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev. D. A. Todd from Eph. 2:8. Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Members present. Wm A. Gray, W. T. Savage, F. Patton, D.D., J. H. Gaillard, D. A. Todd, J. D. West. Elders present. Tupelo, J. R. Dixon; Ripley, W. A. Boyd; Walnut Creek, W. R. Walker; Mt. Zion, J. L. Wilkins; Bethel, D. Gaillard; Hopewell, W. L. Lor​ance; Tallahatchie, J. J. Nichols.

Ministers absent: T. C. Stuart, J. L. Harris, J. A. Sloan, Theo. Hunter, J. K. P. Newton, J. A. Kimmons, Wm Gilmer (col.), Geo. A. Rogers (col.).

Churches unrepresented. Zion, Boonville, Iuka, Corinth, New Hope, Hebron, Monroe, Birmingham, Oak Forest, Lebanon, Pontotoc, Gaston, Unity, Providence, Sarepta, Pitts​boro, Salem, Concord, Bethany, Baldwyn, Harmony, Ebenezer, Pontotoc 2nd (col.), [and] Pisgah (col.).

Rev. W. T. Savage was elected moderator & Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Tem. Clerk.

Pres. took recess till 2 o’clock.

Resumed business. The minutes of the last stated meeting were read.

Rev. Wm A. Gray & W. R. Walker were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

The supplies appointed at the last meeting
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and those instructed to give their 5th Sabbaths to missionary work reported compliance. 

Rev F. Patton & W. L. Lorance were appointed a committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly.

Rev. J. D. West was nominated as commissioner to the ensuing Gen. Assembly and Rev W. T. Savage his alternate. Ruling Elder W. L. Lorance was nominated as commissioner & Wm B. Gilmer alternate.

The essay & conference was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock to-morrow afte​r​noon.

D. A. Todd, W. A. Gray, D. Gaillard, J. R. Dixon & J. J. Nichols were appointed a com​mittee to prepare an assessment upon the churches for commissioner’s & contingent fund.

The commissioners to the last Gen. Assembly made their reports: approved.

Presbytery adjourned, with prayer, to 8 ½ o’clock to-morrow morning.

Friday morning

8 ½ o’clock.

Pres. met & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & J. F. Thompson, Elder from New Hope Ch. appeared & gave rea​sons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Rev. F. Patton, J. H. Gaillard, W. T. Savage & Elders W. L. Lorance & Wm B. Gilmer were appointed a committee to visit Ban-
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ner on Saturday before the 4th Sabbath, Oct., for the purpose of organizing a church if the way be clear. And in case a church should be organized at Banner, the committee was authorized to transfer the members of Sarepta Church to that of Banner, if desirable.

J. W. Kendrick, Elder from Boonville Ch. & Rev. Geo. A. Rogers (col.) appeared in Pres. & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The Stated Clerk informed Pres., that he had furnished Rev. J. L. Harris a letter of dis​mis​sion to the Presbytery of Dallas, as instructed to do by the presbytery.

Rev E. B. Ramsey of the M. E. Church being present was invited to sit as a cor​res​pond​ing member.

The presbyterial committee of domestic missions was instructed to apply to the central com​mittee of the Gen Assembly for $150 to supplement the salary of Rev. W. T. Savage.

The following overture was ordered to be sent up to Synod of Memphis (viz.) Dear Brethren, The Church of Oak Grove, Pres of Tombeckbee, Synod of Miss. took steps, sev​eral years ago to secure its transfer to the Presbytery of Chickasaw, by unanimously overturing the presbytery to which it belonged, to over-
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ture the Synod, to overture the Assembly to make the transfer. The Pres. of Tombeckbee with unanimous consent made the overture to Synod requested by the Church. The Synod took favorable action on the matter & overtured the Assembly to make the transfer upon condition of the consent of the Synod of Memphis. We would therefore respectfully over​ture your Rev’d body to signify your consent to this transfer, & overture the Assembly to grant the wish of Oak Grove Church & this presbytery to have it brought into our con​nection.

Rev D. A. Todd & W. L. Lorance were appointed to prepare a narrative to Synod.

Rev F. Patton, D.D., presented the following resolution. Whereas the resolutions adopted by this presbytery at its last meeting in reference to sessional records of Corinth Church seem to imply that the election of church officers is not a proper matter for record among sessional proceedings & for review by presbytery & whereas mistakes, or misconception in a matter so important may prove detrimental to the interests of our congregations, Therefore, resolved that our Form of Government plainly teaches that all such elections should be held at the call and superintendence of the session, & a record of such congre-
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gational proceedings should be made in the sessional records & be sent up to presbytery for review.

Pending the discussion of this resolution Pres. took recess till 2 o’clock.

After recess the discussion of Dr. Patton’s resolution was resumed. The resolution was car​ried.

The Committee on Assessment made their report which was reviewed & adopted as follows (viz.) Hopewell $8. Oak Forest $5. Tallahatchie $3. Ripley $14. Hebron $4. Pon​to​toc $10. Bethel $4. Zion $9. Lebanon $10. Corinth $10. Mt Zion $5. Concord $2. Wal​nut Creek $8. Tupelo $15. Harmony $5. Birmingham $5. Gaston $4. Baldwyn $5. Ebe​ne​zer $2. Boonville $5. Monroe $4. Unity $8. Providence $6. Iuka $5. Sarepta $1. Salem $2. Bethany $3. New Hope $5. 

3 o’clock. 

The hour for the order of the day having arrived (viz.) Essay & Conference—that matter was taken up.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

9 o’clock.

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

The Stated Clerk read a letter from our candidate Mr. L. H. Kimmons, asking presbytery for direction & assistance & the Stated Clerk was directed to write to Bro. Newton, chair​man of presbyterial com-
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mittee, asking him to apply to Com. of education at Memphis for whatever aid they might be able to afford Mr. Kimmons.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons & J. L. Wilkins were appointed a committee on supplies.

Our presbyterial Com. of Domestic Missions was directed to superintend the matter of sup​plying our destitutions by assigning to members of presbytery their respective por​tions of the field, sending them two & two, as far as practicable.

The subject appointed for Essay & Conference at the next stated meeting, is “Adoption,” Rev. J. H. Gaillard, essayist.

The Committee on Minutes of Gen. Assembly reported; the report was accepted & adop​ted, as follows. We call attention of Pres. to the 8th resolution of the Assembly re​corded on the 38th page of the Minutes & recommend its adoption. We also call atten​tion of Pres. to the 8th resolution of the Assembly’s Committee of Publication on Sabbath Schools, & recommend that this Pres. appoint a presbyterial Superintendent of Sabbath Schools, ac​cording to the plan proposed by the Executive Committee of Publi​cation.

Pontotoc was chosen as the place for holding next regular meeting of Presbytery.

The Committee on Zion Church made the following report. The committee appointed by this Pres. to visit Zion Church
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would respectfully report that they went to Zion soon after the adjournment of Pres. & arranged the minute in a manner satisfactory to the session. The report was accepted & approved.

The Com. on the Narrative for Synod made their report. The report was received & adop​ted, & the narrative ordered to be sent up to Synod.

Leave of absence was granted J. L. Wilkins from remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Took recess till 2 o’clock.

After recess resumed business. Rev. J. H. Gaillard was chosen treasurer of presbytery.

Rev F. Patton was elected presbyterial Superintendent of Sabbath Schools in the presby​tery.

It was resolved that hereafter the Com. on Assessment for Commissioner’s & Contingent Fund be required to include in their report the Synodical Tax.

Committee on supplies reported; the report was accepted & adopted as follows. Todd & Sloan to preach one Sabbath each at Concord. Gaillard, West, & Patton one Sabbath each at Harmony.

Resolved, when Presbytery adjourn it adjourn to meet in the City of Jackson, Tenn., dur​ing sessions of Synod of Memphis at the call of the moderator.

Resolved that the thanks of this Pres. be returned to the members of this Church and the cit​izens of the community for
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their hospitality & for their very full attendance upon the preaching of the Word, & ses​sions of Pres. during the occasion. Closed with prayer, singing & benediction.

J. H. Gaillard,





W. T. Savage, Mod.

Tem. Clerk.





Wm A. Gray, Stated Clk.

Examined & approved in Synod in 

Jackson, Tenn., Nov. 1, 1879.

Jno. N. Waddel

Moderator of Synod.
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Pontotoc, Miss.

April 15th 1880.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and after sermon by the moder​ator, Rev. W. T. Savage from Heb. 10:38, was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Elders

Wm A. Gray.





James Rogan, Ripley.

F. Patton, D.D.




J. W. Frazer, Tupelo.

J. A. Sloan.





B. F. Rasberry, Zion.

J. H. Gaillard.





L. B. Mitchell, Corinth.

D. A. Todd.





B. Loughridge, Birmingham.

James D. West.




S. W. Newell, Oak Forest.

W. T. Savage.





T. J. Crawford, Monroe.








D. McFarland, Hopewell.








J. R. Gray, Harmony.








W. V. Frierson, Pontotoc.








Sam Hodges (col.), Pontotoc 2nd.








C. Beckley (col.), Pisgah.

Absent. T. C. Stuart, James K. P. Newton, J. A. Kimmons, [and] Theo Hunter.

Churches not represented. Walnut Creek, Baldwyn, New Hope, Iuka, Hebron, Lebanon, Salem, Banner, Gaston, Bethany, Bethel, Providence, Unity, Mt Zion, Boonville, Ebene​zer, Tallahatchie, Pittsboro, [and] Concord.

Rev. J. D. West was elected moderator and Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Clerk pro. tem.

Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock

Resumed business. The minutes of last stated meeting were read. Rev. J. K. P. Newton appeared & giving satisfactory reasons for tardiness,
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took his seat.

Rev. J. D. West & W. V. Frierson were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

A letter from Rev. Theodore Hunter was received asking for a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of Central Miss. The request was granted, & the Stated Clk. directed to for​ward the letter promptly.

To-morrow morning, 9 o’clock, was made the order of the day for a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

Rev F. Patton, D.D., and Daniel McFarland were appointed a committee to prepare the narrative for the Gen. Assembly.

To-morrow evening, 8 ¼ o’clock was appointed as the hour for hearing essay & holding conference.

Presbytery accepted an invitation to visit the Chickasaw Female College to-morrow at 2 o’clock p.m.

The committee appointed to visit Banner, with a view to the organization of a Church at that place, if the way be clear, reported that they went to Banner & organized a Church of 17 members, including three ruling elders. The Church was received and its name was ordered enrolled.

Rev. J. D. West, principal & Rev W. T. Savage, alternate, were elected commissioners to the Gen. Assembly. Dr. J. W. Frazer, ruling elder, with Wm B. Gilmer, alternate, was elected commissioner to Assembly.

[240]

Rev. J. K. P. Newton gave reasons for absence from the last several meetings of Pres. which were sustained.

Hopewell was chosen as the place for holding our next stated meeting.

Presbytery adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning, 

9 o’clock.

Pres met, and after a half hour passed in devotional exercises, the minutes of yesterday were read, amended, & approved. 

Rev Messrs D. L. Cogdell & C. D. Fontaine of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

The order of the day, a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds was taken up.

The following committees on sessional records were appointed (viz.)

Corinth, D. A. Todd.

Hopewell and Oak Forest, Wm. A. Gray & R. F. Rasberry.

Zion, J. A. Sloan & James Rogan.

Monroe, J. K. P. Newton & J. W. Frazer.

Pontotoc, F. Patton & L. B. Mitchell.

Harmony & Tupelo, W. T. Savage & B. Loughridge.

Had recess till 2 o’clock.

At 3 ½ o’clock, presbytery, having visited the Chickasaw Female College, resumed busi​ness.

The moderator announced to Pres. that Rev. Wm Gilmer, since our last meeting, had died. Whereupon a committee consisting of Rev Messrs West & Gaillard, with ruling elder
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W. V. Frierson were appointed to prepare a suitable memorial of him to be presented at our next regular meeting of Presbytery. 

Pisgah Church, having sent up an anxious desire for the pastoral services of our licentiate Jacob Beckley (col.), Presbytery proceeded to his examination, according to the Assem​bly’s plan. Pending this examination Mr. Rasberry asked & obtained leave of absence from this afternoon’s session, on account of serious illness in his family.

At the close of Mr. Beckley’s examination, a motion was made & carried to postpone his ordination till our next stated meeting.

Rev. Messrs M. C. Hutton & J. W. Roseborough were granted leave to labor within our bounds for the present year.

Had recess till 7 ¾ o’clock.

8’o’clock, the Order of the Day was taken up when the essay upon “Adoption” was read by Rev. J. H. Gaillard, followed by a pleasant conference upon the same subject. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning 

9 o’clock.

Presbytery met & spent half an hour in devotional exercises.

The committees on the following sessional records severally reported (viz.) Monroe, Oak
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Forest, Hopewell, Corinth, Harmony, Tupelo, Pontotoc, [and] Zion, which reports were re​ceived & adopted.

The presbyterial Com. on Domestic Missions made the following report on furnishing sup​plies (viz.) Hutton [?] & Mitchell to go to Iuka; Roseborough & Col. Lorance, Spring Hill. Gaillard & Savage, Banner. Newton, Salem. Gray & Rogan, Concord. Todd, New Albany. Patton & Dr. Frazier, Lee County. Sloan, Booneville. Pres. so ordered.

The Committee on Domestic Missions made the following financial report, up to 1st Jan​uary 1880. Invalid fund, for the benefit of Mrs. E. T. Mooney, $50. Mrs. M. A. Frierson $50. For the benefit of Miss Ophelia R. Holly, medical treatment $100. Domestic mis​sion​ary fund to supplement salary of Rev. J. H. Gaillard 1879, $75. J. A. Sloan, 1879 $125.

At the request of Mr. W. V. Frierson, the name of his mother has been withdrawn as an applicant for aid from the invalid fund. Report approved.

The chairman of the Com. on Education made an informal verbal report, in which he stated our candidate Mr. L. H. Kimmons desires to be permitted to take an irregular course in his studies. Pres. recommended Mr. Kimmons to take the regular course.

Rev. J. D. West reported that our candidate M. M. Hooper, as a member of the
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Junior Class in University of Miss. was pursuing his course of study with commendable zeal.

A report on the Chickasaw Female College was presented by the chairman of the Board of Trustees, & upon motion the following persons whose term of office now expires, were re-elected (viz.) J. H. Gaillard, J. A. Sloan, Jeff Wilson, T. J. Crawford, J. A. Hick​man, J. D. West.

The Com. on Domestic Missions made a report which was taken up by items.

(1) The Com. of Domestic Missions report to Chickasaw Pres. That we have given ap​point​ments to all the ministers of Pres. to preach at different points on the 5th Sabbaths since the last meeting, & these have been generally fulfilled. This is considered as missionary labor, & we would respectfully suggest to Pres. to so modify its regulation on this point as to send one ruling elder with each minister, & not always two ministers, as now. This would give a double amount of preaching in this department, & it would give the elders a better practical knowledge of the wants of the respective localities in the bounds of the Pres. & the ways by which the deficiencies may be supplied. The above item was adopted.

(2) In order to economize the means and utilize the ministerial labors at our dis-
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posal, we unanimously report the grouping of churches into convenient & compact fields (viz.) 1. Zion, with Tupelo, also Harmony, near Chester. 2. Hebron, Birmingham, & Mt Zion. 3. Boonville, Bethany & Iuka. We recommend this to the serious consideration of all our Churches. This grouping is not intended to disturb any arrangements these Churches have made for the present year, but are to take effect from & after the first day of January 1881. This is based on the cardinal principle of Presbyterianism, that Pres​bytery has the jurisdiction over all its vacant churches. Neither is it intended to inter​fere with the right of Churches to call the man of their choice so soon as they become self-sustaining. The consideration of this 2nd item was postponed till the next meeting of Pres.

Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Newton, McFarland, Frazier, Newell, and Ras​berry from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Took recess till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock.

Resumed & T. J. Crawford were appointed a committee to prepare reports on the various schemes of the Church.
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The subject chosen for next essay is Sanctification. Wm A. Gray, essayist.

Pres. took recess till after preaching to-night.

After recess the Committee on the Narrative to the Assembly made their report. The re​port was accepted, adopted & ordered to be sent up to the Gen. Assembly.

The committee appointed to bring in reports upon the benevolent schemes of the Church for the Gen. Assembly reported; report was accepted, adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly.

Upon motion a vote of thanks was tendered the good people of Pontotoc for their kind hospitalities.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Hopewell Church on Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in Oct at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

James H. Gaillard




James D. West, Moderator.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clk.
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Monroe Church

August 11th 1880

Pursuant to a call by the moderator, the Presbytery of Chickasaw met in pro re nata meet​​​ing, August 11th 1880, and was opened with a sermon by the moderator, Rev. J. D. West, after which Pres. was constituted with prayer.

Members present: Revs W. T. Savage, J. H. Gaillard & J. D. West. Ruling Elders: S. W. Newell, Oak Forest; M. A. Davidson, M.D., Salem; W. D. McJunkin, Oak Grove; T. J. Crawford, Monroe, [and] W. V. Frierson, Pontotoc

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was chosen Temporary Clerk.

The meeting being called to examine Mr. Henry Miller upon his literary course & to con​sider a call made by Oak Grove Church to Rev. J. D. West for his pastoral services for half his time. 

The call from Oak Grove Church was placed in the hands of Presbytery, and being found in order, was placed in his hands. Pres. took recess till one o’clock.

Resumed business. Rev. J. D. West signified his acceptance of the call from Oak Grove church. Whereupon Saturday before the 2nd Sabbath in Sept. at 11 o’clock a.m. was ap​pointed as the time for his installation. Rev. F. Patton was appointed to preside, propound the constitutional questions & deliver the charge to the pastor, with Rev. J. H. Gaillard as alternate. Rev. J.
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K. P. Newton to deliver the charge to the people, with Rev W. T. Savage as alternate.

Mr Henry Miller was then examined upon the Latin & Greek languages: Natural, Mental & Moral Philosophy, Logic, Rhetoric, the higher mathematics and philosophy, which ex​am​ination was sustained as a part of trial for licensure.

Presbytery then adjourned. Closed with singing, prayer & apostolic benediction.








J. D. West, Moderator.








J. H. Gaillard, Clerk pro tem.
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Hopewell Ch., Sept 30th 1880, 

11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and after a sermon by the mod​er​ator, Rev. James D. West, from 1st Thess. 5:21, was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Ruling Elders

Wm A. Gray.





Daniel McFarland, Hopewell.

W. T. Savage.





J. J. Nichols, Tallahatchie.

J. A. Sloan.





J. L. Barry, Banner.

F. Patton, D.D.




J. H. McLarty, Lebanon.

J. H. Gaillard.





W. H. Jernigan, Oak Forest.

J. D. West.





W. T. Steen, Oak Grove.








J. R. Gray, Harmony.

Rev. J. A. Sloan was elected moderator and Rev. J. H. Gaillard was elected clerk pro. tem.  Took recess till 1 ½ o’clock.

Resumed business. Minutes of the last regular & pro re nata meetings were read.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough, having presented a letter of dismission from North Miss Pres​bytery, & his examination being sustained was received as a member of this presbytery, & his name was enrolled.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons upon his own application was dismissed to the Presbytery of St John’s Florida.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough & D. McFarland were appointed a committee on devotional ex​ercises.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton gave as his reason, through Dr. Patton, for non-attendance upon the present sessions of Pres., severe sickness in his family; his reason was sustained.
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Rev. J. D. West reported his & Dr. J. W. Frazer’s attendance upon the last meeting of the Gen. Assembly. The report was received & their diligence commended.

Rev W. T. Savage principal, & Rev. J. W. Roseborough, alternate, were nominated com​missioners to the next Gen. Assembly. Dr. E. A. Cox , principal, & W. B. Gilmer, alter​nate, elders, were nominated commissioners to Assembly.

Saturday at 2 o’clock p.m. was made the order of the day for reading essay & conference.

Ripley was chosen as the place for holding the spring meeting of Presbytery.

The supplies appointed at our last regular meeting, generally reported compliance.

Rev. J. D. West, Rev. J. W. Roseborough and D. McFarland were appointed a committee on the Minutes of the Assembly.

Rev Messrs Gaillard & Savage, with ruling elder, J. M. McLarty were appointed a com​mittee to visit Spring Dale neighborhood with a view to the organization of a Church, if the way be clear.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

9 o’clock.

Presbytery met according to adjournment & spent half an hour in devotional exercises, pending the calling of the roll, Prof. W. V. Frierson, Elder from Pontotoc Ch. appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.
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Rev. F. Patton, D.D., and J. L. Barry were appointed on committee to prepare a narrative to Synod.

The Treasurer of Presbytery made his report, which was received & placed in the hands of an auditing committee, consisting of the following persons, Rev. W. T. Savage & W. V. Frierson, Rev Wm A. Gray, Rev F. Patton, D.D.

W. V. Frierson, D. McFarland & J. L. Barry were appointed a committee on Assessment.

The unfinished business of last session was taken up (viz.) the matter of grouping to​gether of our churches.

Pending the discussion Pres. took recess till 1 ½ o’clock.

Resumed business. After further discussion a motion for indefinite postponement pre​vailed.

The moderator, Rev. J. A. Sloan obtained leave of absence till 10 o’clock to-morrow a.m.

The committee appointed at the last stated meeting, to prepare a memorial of Rev. Wm Gilmer (colored) deceased, made the following report, which was received & adopted. Rev. Wm Gilmer, the subject of this memoir, was born in the State of S. C., about the year 1820. Early in life he served an apprenticeship in the carpenter’s trade, which was his calling through life. For many years previous to the war he hired his time from his mas​ter, James Gilmer, & was always punctual in meeting his money obligations. He made a profes-
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sion of religion early in life & joined the Presbyterian Church. His Christian character was such that he secured the confidence and Christian love of a large circle of Christian friends, & wielded a powerful influence, considering his education & social standing, for good. Soon after the war he became profoundly impressed with the conviction that the Freed​men were rapidly retrograding in their spiritual condition, & it was to him a source of great trouble. Soon after the action of our own Gen. Assembly, making the standing of ministerial qualifications lower for Freedmen, he decided that he could do more for his people by serving them in the ministry than in any other way. He accordingly me appli​ca​tion to be received under the care of Pres. in 1874. He was put under the tuition of a com​mittee by Pres. & in the fall of 1875 was licensed. In the fall of 1876 he was ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry. He faithfully supplied Pontotoc 2nd & Pisgah Churches; until his last illness. He was an earnest Christian, whose light shone in a sim​ple, trusting & confiding life, and a faithful minister, who strove to promote purity of life and love of truth.

The committee appointed to audit the Treasurer’s account presented the following report which was received & approved. We the committee having examined the treasurer’s book & papers, find them correct & recommend
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their approval.

The Committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly made the following report, which was received & adopted.

First: your committee would recommend that the item contained in the request to presby​tery, page 191, be entered upon our docket for action at the spring meeting. 2nd: page 194, That the directions given Res. 1 & 2. be observed. Page 206: we would rec​om​mend that our churches observe the last Wednesday of Oct as a day of prayer for mis​sions. Page 211, “That the churches make it subject of special prayer that the Lord of the harvest will send more laborers into his vineyard.” 5th: That this presbytery require a certificate from all candidates, of sessions of churches to which they belong, of physical, mental & spirit​ual qualifications for the work. Page 216: That this Pres. appoint a committee to secure a proper agitation of the Sabbath question within its bounds, & to cooperate with the As​sem​bly’s committee.

Upon application from Dr. Patton, the Church concurring, the pastoral relation between him & the Tupelo Church was dissolved. The Stated Clerk was directed to furnish Dr. Patton a letter of dismission, if he should ask for it.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning

9 o’clock.

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough & W. V. Frierson were appointed a Committee on the Sabbath.

Rev. F. Patton, D.D., tendered his resignation as presbyterial Sabbath school superin​tend​ent. His resignation was accepted & Rev. J. H. Gaillard was appointed presbyterial Sab​bath school superintendent in his stead.

The committee appointed to prepare a narrative for Synod reported; the report was re​ceived & adopted, & it was ordered that the paper be sent up to Synod.

Took recess till 1 ½ o’clock

Resumed business. The Standing Committee on Home Missions made the following re​port which was received & adopted (viz.), 

Gray to preach one Sabbath at Concord, accompanied by James Rogan. 

J. K. P. Newton, with Wm. M. Roberts, one Sabbath at Zion. 

J. A. Sloan one Sabbath at Boonville or Iuka.

J. D. West, with W. M. Pickens at Banner

W. T. Savage, Pittsboro.

J. H. Gaillard, Bethel.

J. W. Roseborough, with D. McFarland, Spring Dale.

The following overture was adopted by Presbytery & ordered to be sent up to synod for its consideration (viz.) The presbytery of Chickasaw would respectfully overture the Synod of Memphis, to overture
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the Gen. Assembly, to so modify our plan of Systematic Beneficence, that more may be thrown upon the Presbytery, and the expenses of the Church be thus lessened, while pre​serv​ing the central oversight by the Presbytery, and keeping prominent the idea of our unity as a Church.

The hour for the order of the day having come, an essay on the subject of Sanctification was read by Bro. Gray, followed by a pleasant conference upon the subject. The subject of the Sabbath was chosen as a theme for the next essay: Rev. J. K. P. Newton, Essayist.

The Committee on assessment made their report, which was received & adopted as fol​lows. Hopewell $8. Oak Forest $3. Tallahatchie $5. Ripley $14. Walnut Creek $8. Heb​ron $4. Pontotoc $10. Bethel $4. Zion $9. Lebanon $10. Corinth $10. Mt Zion $5. Con​cord $2. Tupelo $15. Harmony $5. Birmingham $5. Gaston $4. Baldwyn $5. New Hope $5. Bethany $3. Ebenezer $2. Boonville $5. Monroe $4. Unity $5. Providence $6. Iuka $3. Banner $3. Oak Grove $10. Salem $2.

A vote of thanks was tendered the good people of Hopewell for their kind hospitalities.

Adjourned to meet in Oxford, during the sessions of Synod of Memphis, at the call of the moderator. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

J. H. Gaillard,





J. A. Sloan, Moderator.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.
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Examined and approved in Synod

at Oxford, Miss, Nov 15th 1880

E. C. Davidson, Mod. of Synod.

Oxford, Miss, Friday, Nov. 13th 1880

8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met at the call of [the] moderator & was constituted with prayer. 

Members present. Wm A. Gray, J. H. Gaillard, & J. D. West. Elders present. W. L. Lo​rance, Hopewell, W. V. Frierson, Pontotoc, [and] J. M. McLarty, Lebanon.

Rev J. H. Gaillard reported the organization of a Church at Spring Dale, consisting of seven members under the name of Philadelphia, which was received under the care of pres​​bytery. 

The chairman of our Domestic Missionary Committee was instructed to apply to the Cent​ral Committee for one hundred dollars to enable the Philadelphia Church to complete their house of worship.

Rev M. C. Hutton, after satisfactory examination, was received by letter from the Pres​bytery of Memphis, his name was ordered to be enrolled. Brother Hutton was added to the Committee of Domestic Missions in place of Dr. Patton, who has left our bounds.

Presbytery adjourned, closed with prayer.








W. V. Frierson,








Clerk pro tem.
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Ripley, Miss.

April 14th 1881.

The Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with a ser​mon by the moderator, J. A. Sloan, from Matt. 28:18-20. After which presbytery was con​​stituted with prayer. There being but few members present; the organization of pres​by​​tery was deferred until the afternoon session. Presbytery then took recess till 2 ½ o’clock.

2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met, & the roll being called, the following members were present. Ministers, Wm A. Gray, J. A. Sloan, J. H. Gaillard, W. T. Savage, J. K. P. Newton, J. W. [and] Roseborough. Elders. J. F. Thompson, Corinth; J. W. Braddock, Walnut Creek; Wm A. Boyd, Ripley; & L. A. Hill, New Hope.

Rev. J. A. Roseborough was elected moderator and Rev. J. K. P. Newton, Temporary Clerk. 

The minutes of the last stated meeting & adjourned meeting were read.

Rev Wm A. Gray & Wm  A. Boyd were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

A call from the Corinth Church for the pastoral services of Rev. M. C. Hutton for one-half his time was laid before Presbytery, and being found in order, the Presbytery directed the call to be placed in his hands.

The Stated Clerk reported that in obedience to the instructions of Presbytery, he had fur​nished Rev. F. Patton, D.D., a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of Arkansas.
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Rev. W. T. Savage was elected commissioner to the approaching meeting of General Assembly at Staunton, Va., and Rev. J. W. Roseborough, alternate. Dr E. A. Cox, Ruling Elder, principal & Wm B. Gilmer, alternate.

To-morrow evening was appointed the time to hear the presbyterial essay & conference upon the Sabbath. The subject, the relation of the family to the Church was chosen for essay at our next regular meeting, with Rev J. W. Roseborough, Essayist.

New Hope Church was selected as the place for holding our fall sessions of Presbytery.

Supplies appointed at our last meeting generally reported compliance with assignments.

Rev. George A. Rogers, through Rev. J. A. Sloan, assigned reasons for absence from the present sessions, which were sustained as satisfactory.

Presbytery adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning, closed with prayer.

Friday morning

April 15th 1881.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and spent half an hour in devotional exer​cises.

The following committees were appointed on sessional records.

Boonville & Corinth, J. H. Gaillard & Wm A. Boyd.

New Hope and Oak Forest, J. A. Sloan & T. W. Braddock.

Lebanon, J. K. P. Newton & L. A. Hill,

Baldwyn,
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W. T. Savage.

Hopewell, Wm A. Gray.

Bethel, J. A. Sloan.

A call from Hopewell Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. W. Roseborough, for one-half his time, was presented to Presbytery; the same was ordered to be placed in his hands. Bro. Roseborough having signified his acceptance of this call, the following com​mittee was appointed to install him. Rev J. D. West to preach the sermon & deliver the charge to the people, & Rev J. H. Gaillard to deliver the charge to the pastor.

The free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock this afternoon.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton & J. F. Thompson were appointed a committee to prepare a nar​rative for the Gen. Assembly.

On motion a committee consisting of Rev. Wm A. Gray and J. F. Thompson was ap​pointed to prepare a minute expressive of the sympathy of presbytery with Rev M. C. Hutton in his recent sore bereavement.

Rev. J. A. Sloan, W. V. Frierson & Wm A. Boyd were appointed a committee to bring in a report on the revised Directory of Worship to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

The presbyterial Committee on Home Missions made a report, which was received and approved as follows. In accordance with your instructions, we applied to [the] Central Committee at Baltimore for the sum of $175.00 to supplement the salary
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of Rev. W. T. Savage for the current year of 1880. This was granted, & we hold Bro. Savage’s voucher for that amount. Also to supplement Rev J. H. Gaillard’s salary, for the same, $150.00. J. A. Sloan, for the same, $100.00. We have also applied & obtained & paid over to the [ruling elders?] of the Baldwyn Church the sum of $100.00 to enable them to secure a bona fide title to one-half interest to the Cumberland Presbyterian Church & lot in Baldwyn, Lee Co., Miss. For this sum we hold the voucher from the pro​per officers of that Church. We also applied, by your instructions, to the Central Commit​tee for $100.00 to assist the people of Philadelphia Church, in erecting a house of wor​ship. We failed to obtain this sum from the lack of means in the treasury. We also ob​tained for the benefit of Mrs E. T. Mooney, from the Invalid Fund, for the year 1880, $75.00. All of which is respectfully submitted.








J. A. Sloan, Chr. Com.

On motion of J. F. Thompson, the chairman of the presbyterial Committee of Susten​tation, [the committee] was directed to make application to the Central Committee at Bal​timore for an appropriation of $200.00 to supplement the salary of Rev M. C. Hutton at Corinth.

A recess was taken till 2 o’clock.

2 o’clock

Resumed business. W. V. Frierson, ruling elder from Pontotoc Ch.
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appeared & gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained. Mr Frierson also assigned for Rev. J. D. West reasons for absence from the present sessions of Pres., which were sustained. David Gaillard, ruling elder of Bethel Ch. appeared, & gave reasons for tardi​ness which were sustained.

Committees on the following church records reported respectively, which reports were received & adopted (viz.), Baldwyn, Hopewell, Oak Forest, Boonville, Corinth, Bethel, Pontotoc, New Hope, [and] Lebanon.

The following gentlemen were elected trustees of Chickasaw Female College (viz.) for three years: Rev. M. C. Hutton, Rev. J. K. P. Newton, W. T. Savage, J. H. Barr Esq., Col R. Bolton & Col. W. L. Lorance. For two years Judge T. J. Steen instead of S. Daggett, deceased, for one year W. B. Gilmer, instead of J. A. Hickman, out of bounds, and Capt H. R. Duke, instead of C. W. Martin, infirm.

In relation to application to the Central Committee at Baltimore for funds to supplement the salary of Rev. M. C. Hutton it was further Resolved, That presbytery would earnestly recommend to the Central Committee to grant the application, believing that Corinth is one of the most important points in our bounds, & that with proper effort a strong & vig​orous church may be built up, and that now is the time, & Rev. M. C. Hutton is the man for the work.

A recess was taken till 8 o’clock p.m.

8 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and heard the essay on the Sabbath read, which was followed
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by the remarks of the brethren. After which Presbytery adjourned till 9 o’clock to-mor​row morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning, April 16th/81,

9 o’clock

Presbytery met & spent half an hour in devotional exercises.

The Committee on Education reported as follows; report received & adopted. The Com​mittee of Education would report to Presbytery that we have three candidates under our care. Two of these are pursuing a literary course at the University of Miss. & one a theo​logical course at Princeton. Of these only one is receiving aid from the Central Com​mi​ttee at Memphis—$100 having been paid him during the present session. This one stands in need of $20 more, & it is recommended that the Pres. direct the chairman of their com​mittee to apply to the Central Committee for an appropriation to this amount. Your com​mit​tee would also report, that so far as we have received information con​cerning these young brethren, they are all diligent, are making good progress, & are other​wise con​duct​ing themselves well. And we would further report the fact that only four of the churches within our bounds have contributed to the cause of education during the ec​clesiastical year which had just closed, & we would recommend that Pres. adopt some means, if pos​sible, to secure a contribution to this object from all our churches.
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The treasurer reported that he had on hand $74.70, & on motion it was ordered to pay the Stated Clerk’s salary, and to forward the remainder to the commissioners to the Gen. As​sembly.

The order of the day having arrived, the committee on the revised Directory presented a report, & action thereon was postponed till this afternoon.

On his application, & consent of the congregation, the pastoral relation between Rev. J. K. P. Newton & Providence Church was dissolved.

The committee appointed to bring in a minute expressive of the sympathy of this body with Bro. Hutton in his recent sore bereavement presented a report, which was received & adopted, as follows, and a copy ordered to be forwarded to him (viz.). The Presbytery of Chickasaw having just learned that our dear Bro. Hutton has been prevented from at​tending our present sessions by the death of his wife, who was the light of his home, and the helpmeet of his labors in the vineyard of the Lord: we would express our heartfelt sympathy with him in his great sorrow; and we unitedly pray that the hand that has laid upon him this grievous affliction may graciously sustain him, and that the conso​lation of divine grace may be abundantly granted him in the hour of this deep darkness: & that he & his motherless little ones may be enfolded in the arms of an ever-gracious & loving Savior.
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Recess till 2 ½ o’clock

2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. The following standing rule of Presbytery was adopted (viz.), That in addition to the free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds, the session of each Church be directed & required to send up to the spring meeting of Pres. a written re​port on the state of religion within its bounds embodying in such reports information on all points required by the Gen. Assembly.

Dr. L. A. Hill & David Gaillard obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

A report on Sabbath schools was offered, accepted, adopted & ordered to be sent up to the Gen. Assembly.

The Committee on Supplies reported; report received & adopted as follows, for 5th Sab​bath of May: Roseborough to preach at Philadelphia; Gray, Concord; Sloan, Bethel or Gaston; Newton, Baldwyn; Hutton, Bethany; Gaillard & Savage, Banner; [and] Hutton, Iuka, 5th Sabbath July.

The report of the Committee on Directory of Worship was presented, received, adopted & directed to be forwarded to Dr. Adger. The report of the Committee on the Sabbath was presented, received, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to Dr. [indecipherable], chairman of Gen. Assembly’s Committee on the Sabbath.

The Stated Clerk was allowed time to prepare & forward statistical report to Assembly.
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A resolution of thanks to the citizens of Ripley & vicinity for their kind hospitality to members of Presbytery during the present sessions was passed.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at New Hope Church Thursday before the 1st Sabbath, Oct., at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.

J. K. P. Newton




J. W. Roseborough, Moderator.

Temporary Clerk.




Wm A. Gray, Stated Clerk.

Approved the minutes to this

Date in Synod in Memphis, Nov 4th 1881.

J. H. Bryson, Mod.
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New Hope Ch., Sept. 29, 1881.

11 o’clock a.m., Thursday.

Present.

Ministers.





Ruling Elders.

Wm A. Gray.





Jas Rogan.

M. C. Hutton.





J. F. Thompson.

J. W. Roseborough.




D. Settle.

Presbytery took recess until 12:30 p.m.

At 12:30 p.m. Presbytery was called to order. The following ministers appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness: J. D. West, J. A. Sloan and J. H. Gaillard, and Elders J. F. Hobson and J. F. Tankersley. 

Rev. M. C. Hutton was elected Moderator. J. F. Thompson was chosen Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and corrected.

The Moderator and Elder D. Settle were appointed a committee on Devotional Exercises.

A letter from Henry Miller, a student under the care of Presbytery, showing his where​abouts and business, was read.

Bros. Sloan and J. F. Hopson were appointed a committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly.

[266]

The following resolution, in regard to the report of standing committees, was adopted, viz. That hereafter the various standing committees on systematic beneficence be required to report at each regular meeting.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard reported that, during the present year, the Gen. Assembly’s Com​mit​tee on Publication had made a donation of books to Oak Forest Ch., valued at $20.

Rev. J. D. West was chosen as chairman of the Committee of Foreign Missions, in place of Rev. J. A. Kimmons, who has left our bounds. 

Rev. J. W. Roseborough was nominated principal clerical commissioner to the ensuing Gen. Assembly; with M. C. Hutton as alternate. Dr. L. A. Hill, principal lay commis​sioner, with H. M Street, alternate.

Adjourned until 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.

Friday morning.

9 o’clock.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and spent a half-hour in devotional exercises.
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The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

2 o’clock this afternoon was made the order of the day for hearing the Essay and Confer​ence.

The Committee on Minutes of Gen. Assembly made the following report which was re​ceived and referred to the ensuing meeting of Presbytery. The committee report that we recommend the adoption of the matter found on page 396 of the Minutes, viz. That Chap​ter 12, Section 3, Book of Discipline, be so changed as to read thus: This provision shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to Ruling Elders and Deacons.

Rev. J. D. West, J. W. Roseborough, and J. F. Tankersley were appointed to a Committee on the Narrative to Synod.

Rev. J. A. Sloan, M. D. Hutton, and D. Settle were appointed a Com. on the Revised Directory for Worship.

Recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

Secret Session.

E. A. Smith, Elder from Long Creek Ch., N. Miss. Pres., appearing in Presbytery with a statement of facts touching the ministerial character of one of our ministers, J. W. Rose​borough, Presbytery appointed a com. consisting of Rev. J. D. West, J. H. Gaillard and Jas. Rogan to hear the statements of Mr. Smith. On motion, Pres. resolved to meet in secret session this afternoon at 1 o’clock to hear the report of said committee.

At 1 o’clock Pres. met. The com. reported and recommended that a com. of three be appointed to investigate the charges made against J. W. Roseborough, and see if there be ground for further action.

[268]

Pres. appointed as the com., Rev. J. D. West, J. H. Gaillard, and W. V. Frierson: who were ordered to make their report at an adjourned meeting of Pres. to be held at Synod in next November. This minute was read and approved in secret session, J. H. Gaillard, Clerk pro. tem.

2 o’clock p.m.

Pres. resumed business. An essay on the relation of the family to the Ch. was read, fol​lowed by a pleasant conference. “Pastoral work” was chosen as the subject for the next reg​ular meeting, Rev. W. T. Savage, Essayist.

The following persons were appointed a com. to bring in an assessment upon the Churches for the incidental expenses of the Pres., To wit. Rev. J. H. Gaillard, J. A. Sloan, Settle, Hobson and Tankersley.

Pres. then proceeded to examine Jacob Beckley (col.) upon Church Government and the Sacraments of the Church: with a view to his ordination as Evangelist. Pending this exam​ination Pres. adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.








J. H. Gaillard, Clerk pro. tem.

Saturday morning.

9 o’clock.

Pres. met according to adjournment, and after spending half an hour in devotional exer​cises, proceeded to business.

The following resolution was adopted—That at each regular meeting of this Pres. an hour be fixed for hearing the Narratives of the State of Religion within our bounds.
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Leave of absence was granted to J. F. Tankersley.

Boonville was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Pres.

The examination of Mr. Beckley was then resumed, which was sustained unanimously. On motion the hearing of the sermon and his ordination were deferred till the next regular meeting. Heb 11:1 is the text assigned him for the sermon. 

Supplies to vacant Churches, appointed at the last meeting, reported general compliance.

The following resolutions adopted:

In view of the fact that our Churches, many of them, entirely neglect to pay Commis​sioner’s Fund levied on them annually by this Pres; and frequently neglect even to answer the communication sent them by the Treasurer of Pres.; treating with utter neglect the necessary demands made upon them for the maintenance of the Presbyterian Church Gov​​ernment: Therefore be it resolved,

1st That the Sessions of our Churches be held strictly accountable for the raising of this Fund.

2nd, In case of failure to pay this Fund, upon demand of the Treasurer; the Session shall be called to account for such neglect or failure.

3rd. If the Ch. neglecting, has a Pastor or Stated Supply he shall be called upon to ascer​tain whether he has done all in his power to get the money raised. If he has, and the Eldership refuse, then the blame shall attach to them; If not, the Minister shall bear the blame.
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4th. In case the Ch. be vacant, unless satisfactory reason can be rendered for neglect of this duty, then the Com. of Domestic Missions is instructed not to send any Supply to said Ch. until satisfactory arrangements are made for paying the Commissioner’s Fund.

5th. That a copy of this paper be sent by the Stated Clerk to all our Churches; and that it be read to the people by our Ministers.

The Treasurer was directed to pay over to the Stated Clerk the Synodical tax.

Recess till 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Pres. resumed business. The Com. on Assessment made the following Report. Hopewell $7. Ripley $10. Oak Forest $2.50. Walnut Creek $6. Tallahatchie $4. Pontotoc $6. Hebron $3. Bethel $3. Lebanon $8. Zion $7. Corinth $10. Mt Zion $3. Concord $1. Tupelo $10. Gaston $3. Harmony $4. Baldwyn $4. Birmingham $4. Bethany $2. New Hope $4. Monroe $3. Ebenezer $1. Unity $4. Boonville $5. Iuka $2. Providence $4.50. Salem $2. Banner $3. Oak Grove $8. Philadelphia $1.
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The Com. on Narrative to Synod made the following report which was adopted. Your Com. to prepare a Narrative to Synod, would report that they have heard from 12 of our 33 Churches. Attendance on Worship in all of them—good. Additions to membership re​ported from 8: Of the remaining 2—2 have lost considerably by death and removal. Half of them report Sabbath schools in operation and under control of Session. Several report Union schools but they are all suspended. Several schools largely attended and flour​ish​ing. Three of them report Prayer Meetings. Eleven report contributions to the Assem​bly’s committees. Most of them to all causes; others to a part only. Most of the contribu​tions. small. Sabbaths generally observed. 

The Com. on Supplies made the following report-adopted. W. A. Gray, Concord. J. W. Roseborough. Philadelphia. J. K. P. Newton, Gaston.

Pres. upon request, granted leave to J. D. West, to give his fifth Sabbaths for the present year, to Monroe; M. C. Hutton to New Hope; and J. H. Gaillard to Bethel.
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Com. on Sabbath schools made a verbal report. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to the members of this Ch. and citizens of this community for their kind hospitality.

The Minutes were read and approved.

Pres. adjourned to meet at the call of the Mod. during the sessions of Synod in the city of Memphis. Closed by prayer, singing and apostolic benediction.








M. C. Hutton, Mod.








J. H. Gaillard, Clerk pro. tem.

Adjourned Meeting

First Church, Memphis, Tenn.

Nov. 3, 1881, 8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Pres. met at the call of the Mod., and was opened with prayer.

Ministers present, J. D. West, J. H. Gaillard, M. C. Hutton, and J. W. Roseborough.

Churches represented. Jas. Rogan, Ripley and R. J. McCalla, New Hope.

J. W. Roseborough acted as Temporary Clerk.

The following report was offered and adopted, viz. Your com. to whom was referred the investigation of the charges made against Rev. J. W. Roseborough, with a view to deter​mining whether there be ground for judicial process against him in the premises, would report that they have complied with the duty assigned them to the best of their ability and judgment, and find no ground for action against said party.






Com. J. D. West, J. H. Gaillard, W. V. Frierson.
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Rev. J. H. Gaillard was elected Stated Clerk.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard and Jas. Rogan were appointed a com. to bring in a suitable memorial of Rev. William A. Gray, deceased.

Pres. then adjourned to meet at the call of the Mod. Closed with prayer.








J. W. Roseborough, Clerk, pro. tem.

Nov. 4, 

8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Pres. met at the call of the Mod; opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday. 

The Stated Clerk was directed to present a statistical report to synod which is as follows. The Pres. of Chickasaw would report to the Synod of Memphis, 13th of last Nov. we re​ceived, by letter, from the Pres. of Memphis, Rev. M. C. Hutton. That we have dis​missed Rev. F. Patton, D.D., to the Pres. of Arkansas. That we consist of nine ministers and 33 churches; have under our care 3 candidates for the ministry, and one licentiate (colored). That on Friday before the 4th Sabbath in June, J. W. Roseborough was installed Pastor of Hopewell Church. That, on the 16th of last April, we dissolved the pastoral relation be​tween Rev. J. K. P. Newton and Providence Ch.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.

The following Memorial of Rev. Wm A. Gray was read, adopted and a copy of the same was ordered to be sent to the Christian Observer and Southern Presbyterian for publica​tion. 
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In Memoriam

Rev. William Allen Gray was born in Abbeville County, S. C., June 8, 1807. He received a liberal academical education; and afterward entered the Theological Seminary at Colum​​bia, S. C., then in its infancy. He was licensed to preach, April 8, 1835, by Bethel Presbytery. He preached for a short time in S.C., when he was commissioned by his Pres​bytery to visit the then “Wild West” as a kind of Missionary or Evangelist. After visiting Fort Smith, and parts of North. Miss., he took charge of the Church at Starkville, Miss., where he remained two years. Through the influence of Rev. T. C. Stuart, still living, he was induced to visit Ripley, where he located in 1841 or 1842, and remained in charge of that Church and Walnut Creek till the day of his death, Oct. 23, 1881, universally be​loved. All who knew him regarded him as “an Israelite in whom there was no guile.” Dur​ing all these long 40 years “he was a burning and a shining light.” He was scrup​ulously punctual in his attendance upon the meetings of Presbytery and Synod,. On the 5th of July 1838, he was united in marriage to Mrs. Margaret McNeil, who died Jan 23, 1867, leaving no children. On the 29th day of Aug. 1868, he was married to Miss C. C. Rogan, with whom he lived very happily till she died on the 29th of Aug. 1877. 
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The fruit of this marriage is one daughter, Sarah, now nearly 12 years of age. On the 22nd of Dec. 1880, he was married to Miss M. S. Johnson, who still survives him. Being in​quired of as to his spiritual condition, a short time before his death, he promptly replied that “all was well.” For some hours before his death his suffering was intense, but he was in his right mind to the last. He died leaning upon that Savior whom he had so often, and affectionately preached to others. Of him it may be truly said, “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord form henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them.”

Resolved, That the warmest sympathies of the Presbytery be tendered to the sorely be​reaved wife and daughter; and that a copy of this memorial be sent to the Southern Pres​byterian and Christian Observer for publication.








Com. J. H. Gaillard and Jas. Rogan.

Adjourned to meet in Boonville, on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April next at 11 a.m. Closed with prayer and the apostolic benediction.








M. C. Hutton, Mod.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.

J. W. Roseborough, Clerk pro. tem.
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Boonville, Miss., April 13th, 1882,

11 a.m.

Presbytery of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the Mod. from 1 Corinthians 2:2, after which it was constituted with prayer.

Present.

Ministers.





Elders.

M. C. Hutton.





John Stevenson, Baldwyn.

J. A. Sloan.





W. T. O’Kelly, Bethel.

W. T. Savage.





J. W. Kendrick, Boonville.

J. D. West.





J. T. Reid, Mt. Zion.

D. A. Todd.





D. A. Hill, New Hope.

J. H. Gaillard.





Jas. Rogan, Ripley.

J. K. P. Newton.




F. F. Norton, Tupelo.

George Rogers (col.)




C. C. Beckley (col.), Pisgah.

Rev. J. A. Sloan was elected Mod. and F. F. Norton Temporary Clk. 

Recess till 2 ½ o’clock.

At 2 ½ o’clock Pres. resumed business. The minutes of the last stated and adjourned meet​ing were read and corrected. 

Rev. J. A. Sloan & J. W. Kendrick were appointed a Com. on Devotional Exercises.

On motion the standing rules of Pres. were read. It was also ordered that the Standing Com’s be elected, by ballot, at each spring meeting.

W. H. Elliot, Elder from Walnut Creek Ch., appeared, gave satisfactory reasons for tardi​ness, and took his seat. 

It was resolved to hold an adjourned meeting of Pres. at the Pres. Ch. in Tupelo in the 5th of July next, at 11 a.m. for the purpose of examining Henry Miller with a view to his licensure and to examine Milton Hooper on his literary course.
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The following were assigned Henry Miller as parts of trial. An Sit deus?—Latin Thesis. John 1:1-6—Greek Exegesis. Ps. 15—Popular Lecture. Rom. 6:4—Trial Sermon.

Rev J. W. Graham from North Miss. Pres. being present was invited to sit as a cor​res​ponding member.

Jas Bigger, Elder from Hopewell Ch., appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tar​di​ness. 

It was resolved 1st That all former appointments of examining com’s be rescinded. 2nd. That Rev. J. A. Sloan, J. H. Gaillard & M. C. Hutton, be appointed a com. to prepare a list of examining com’s to conduct the examination of candidates for the ministry. Said com’s to be elected by Pres.

The Com. on Education made the following Report which was approved. The Com. of Education would respectfully report to Pres, that there are two (2) candidates under your care, L. H. Kimmons, and M. M. Hooper. The former of these is pursuing his studies in the University at Oxford & is now a member of the Junior class. The latter having grad​ua​ted at Oxford last June, entered in Sept. the Southwestern University at Clarks​ville, Tenn., where he took up the whole course of Metaphysics and Moral Philosophy in con​nection with Hebrew and the full Bible course; but being stricken down by typhoid fever early in the session, and losing there by three (3) months time, he has since confined his studies to Hebrew and the Bible course, and in addition, he is also reading a course of Theology
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suggested by one of the professors at Columbia, S.C. His intention is to enter that Sem​inary next Sept, and he has been assured by Prof. Hemphill that he will be able to enter the Middle class. Both these young men are reported as being very diligent in study, ex​emp​lary in life, and as making good progress. At the beginning of the session last Sept., application was made to the Central Com. for an appropriation of one hundred dol​lars ($100.) to each of these young men. This amount has been paid over to them, and re​cently an application has been made for an appropriation of twenty-five dollars ($25.) additional to Mr. Hooper to enable him to procure suitable textbooks. This amount has no doubt been paid over to him by this time. Your com. would recommend that an additional $15.00 be asked of the Central Com. For Mr. L. H. Kimmons. Your com. would further call the attention of Pres. to the fact that very few of our Churches have contributed any​thing to the cause of Education, and would suggest that Pres. urge this duty upon all its Churches.








Respectfully submitted,








J. K. P. Newton, Chairman.

The Com. on Sabbath Schools made a verbal report which was received as information. The following coms. Were appointed by the Mod.

On Sabbath Schools, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, D. A. Todd and D. A. Hill.

On Systematic Beneficence, Rev. J. D. West, M. C. Hutton and Jas Rogan.
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On “The Sabbath,” Rev J. K. P. Newton, W. T. Savage and Jas. Bigger.

Rev. J. B. Johnson of the M. E. Church South was invited to sit as a visiting member.

Eleven o’clock to-morrow morning was made the order of the day to hear the trial Ser​mon of Jacob Beckley (col.). It was resolved that the action of the last Stated Meeting in assigning him Heb. 11.1 as the text for his trial sermon be rescinded, and that Matt. 21.28 be substituted.

Upon his application, Rev. J. W. Roseborough was dismissed to the Pres. of Potosi.

8 o’clock tomorrow evening was made the order of the day for hearing the essay and con​ference on Pastoral Work.

Pres. adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.








J. A. Sloan, Mod.








F. F. Norton, Clk, pro. tem.

Friday morning

9 o’clock.

Pres. met according to adjournment and spent half an hour in Devotional Exercises. Min​utes of yesterday were read, corrected and adopted. 

Upon application of Rev. J. W. Roseborough, the church concurring, the Pastoral relation between him and Hopewell Ch. was dissolved.

L. B. Mitchell, Elder from Corinth Ch., W. F. Steen from Oak Grove, W. V. Frierson from Pontotoc, and B. G. Christopher from Birmingham appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Revs. W. T. Savage, J. K. P. Newton, and D. A. Todd 
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rendered satisfactory reasons for non-attendance upon the last Stated meeting of Pres​by​tery.

Rev. M. C. Hutton and Jas. Bigger were appointed a com. to prepare a Narrative to the Gen. Assembly.

The following coms. were appointed on sessional records.

Lebanon, Oak Grove, Tupelo [and] Pontotoc, Rev. D. A. Todd and Jas. Bigger.

Boonville, Corinth, New Hope, [and] Bethel, W. T. Savage and Jas. Rogan.

Hopewell, Mt. Zion, [and] Oak Forest, J. K. P. Newton and L. B. Mitchell.

Philadelphia, Ripley, Baldwyn, and Walnut Creek, J. D. West and David Hill.

Commissioners to the last Gen. Assembly reported compliance, and their diligence was commended. L. B. Mitchell and Jas. Bigger were appointed a com. to audit the financial part of their report. 

The report of the Com. on Sarepta Church Property was received, and
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referred to a special com. consisting of Rev. J. D. West, W. T. Savage, and Jas. Rogan.

Recess till 11 o’clock.

At 11 o’clock Pres. took up the order of the day and heard the trial sermon of Jacob Beck​ley, which was unanimously sustained, and 3 o’clock was made the order of the day for his ordination.

Reports of Com’s on the following sessional records were received & adopted: Corinth, Philadelphia, Baldwyn, New Hope, Boonville, Bethel, Lebanon, Oak Grove, Pontotoc, Tupelo, Walnut Creek, Ripley, Oak Forest, Hopewell and Mt. Zion.

Hearing the narratives of the Churches was made the second order of the day for this afternoon.

Recess till 2 o’clock

2 o’clock resumed business. Permission was granted Rev. J. W. Graham and E. C. Davidson of North Miss. Pres. to labor within our bounds during the next 6 months. 

The order of the day setting apart 3 o’clock p.m. for the ordination of Mr. Beckley, was changed to 11 o’clock tomorrow morning.

Rev. M. C. Hutton was appointed to preach the ordination sermon; and Rev. J. D. West to preside, recite the previous action of Presbytery in the case; propound the Constitutional Questions, and lead in the ordination prayer.


The following com’s were appointed to examine candidates for licensure and ordination:

I.    Hebrew, J. K. P. Newton and M. C. Hutton.

II.   Latin & Mental Science, J. D. West & W. T. Savage.

III. Greek of New Testament, J. A. Sloan & J. K. P. Newton.
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IV.  Ch. History & Sacraments, J. H. Gaillard & D. A. Todd.

V.   Systematic Theology, Presiding Moderator of Presbytery.

The Treasurer’s Report was received and placed in the hands of the Auditing Com., L. B. Mitchell and Jas. Bigger. 

The following resolutions were adopted.

1st. That the Standing Rule of this Pres. requiring the spring meeting to begin on Thurs​day before the 3rd Sab. in April, and the fall session on Thursday before the 1st Sab. in October, be and hereby is rescinded.

2nd. That the time of the spring meeting be fixed on Thursday, at 11 o’clock a.m. before the last full moon in April; and the fall meeting on Thursday, at 11 a.m. before the last full moon of September.

Mr. F. W. Merrin was then introduced in the interest of the Memphis Pres. Herald, published at Memphis, Tenn. Whereupon the following resolutions were adopted: 

1st. That it is the judgment of this Pres. that the Memphis Presbyterian Herald is a paper well worthy of the confidence and support of our members. 

2nd. That we earnestly recommend it to the patronage of our people—(1st Because it is one of the cheapest papers ever pub​lished in our ch. and can reach many families unable to take any other. 2nd. That it is local, and will contain many items of interest to us, not found in any other of our
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papers. 3rd. Because it stands directly related to building up our section of the Church.) 

3rd. We recommend that our Ministers and Elders do what they can to acquaint the people with the claims of the Herald to their patronage, and secure their support by getting them to subscribe.

The time for the second order of the day having arrived, Narratives were heard and re​ferred to that committee.

Recess till 8 o’clock tonight.

8 o’clock p.m. Pres. met, and heard an essay from Rev. W. T. Savage on “Pastoral Work,” which was followed by a pleasant conference.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with the apostolic benediction.








J. A. Sloan, Mod.








F. A. Norton, Clk, Pro. Tem.

Saturday morning

9 o’clock.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

Rev. D. A. Todd and J. K. P. Newton were appointed a Com. on Minutes of Synod.

The following members were granted leave of absence. W. H. Elliott, W. T. O’Kelly, Jas. Reid. B. G. Christopher, Jno. Stephenson, C. C. Beckley, Jacob Beckley and W. V. Frier​son.

The reports on Systematic Beneficence, Sabbath schools, and the Narratives were adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.
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The request of Rev. Geo. Rogers, that he be assisted in his attendance upon Tuscaloosa Theological Institute was referred to the Com. on Education. Bro Merrin, of Memphis, addressed the Pres. on the importance of State Sabbath School Conventions. 

Hearing the Report of the trustees of the Chickasaw Female College was made the first order of the day this afternoon.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton was elected principal clerical commissioner to the ensuing Gen. Assembly with J. D. West, alternate. The nomination of Dr. L. A. Hill was confirmed as principal lay commissioner, and L. B. Mitchell was elected his alternate.

The com. appointed to audit the Treasurer’s account, made the following report which was adopted. Your com. to audit the Treasurer’s account beg leave to report that they have examined the same, and find that he has received since last report the amount of ($258.00), two hundred and fifty-eight dollars, and has paid out ($133.45), one hundred and thirty-three dollars and forty-five cents (this account secured by proper vouchers), leaving in his hands ($124.55), one hundred and twenty-four dollars and fifty-five cents.








Received      $258.00








Disbursed     $133.45







Bal. on hand $124.55

The Treasurer was instructed to pay W. T. Savage and Dr Cox the amounts due them, to Stated Clerk his salary; also tax due Gen. Assembly
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and Synod. Ordered that the Treasurer pay one-half the Stated Clerk’s salary to the estate of Rev. W. A. Gray. Deceased.

Oak Grove was unanimously chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Pres​by​tery.

Recess till 11 o’clock.

At 11 o’clock Pres. met and heard a sermon by M. C. Hutton from Gal. 2:20, after which Mr. Jacob Beckley was duly ordained an Evangelist in this Presbytery.

At 2 o’clock Pres. met. The time for the order of the day having arrived, the Trustees of Chickasaw Female College made a verbal report, stating that the financial condition of the College is good; but not in a flourishing condition as to numbers, and that the term of service of six of the trustees has expired. On motion the trustees of Chickasaw Female College whose term has expired were re-elected. Resolved that Pres. do all in its power to increase the patronage of this institution.

The Com. on the Sabbath made a report which was received and amended by requesting each minister of this Pres. to preach on the observance of the Sabbath between this and the next stated meeting of Pres.

Com. on Minutes of Synod made report, which was adopted.

Com. on Home Missions made a report, adopted, and is as follows. The com. report from the current year from Jan. 1, 1881 to Jan. 1, 1882. The following are the items of business
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transacted. In obedience to your instructions at the regular meeting of Pres. in April last, we made an application to the Com. of Home Missions in Baltimore, for ($150.00), one hundred and fifty dollars to supplement the salary of Rev. M. C. Hutton of Corinth. After some delay the Com. appropriated ($100.00), one hundred dollars for that purpose. This was paid over to Bro. Hutton in June and Sept., for which I hold his receipt.

Also ($75.00), seventy-five dollars to supplement the salary of Rev. J. A. Sloan for the current year 1881. From the Invalid Fund, we received and paid over to Mrs. E. T. Mooney, wife of our deceased Brother, Rev. A. Mooney ($75.00). seventy-five dollars in two semi-annual installments. For this amount we hold Sister Mooney’s proper vouchers.








J. A. Sloan, chairman, Apr. 12, 1882.

Report of Com. on Revised Directory for Worship was received and adopted. Permission was granted Rev. J. D. West to labor outside of this Pres. one Sabbath in the month for one year, subject to the approval of Pontotoc session.

Report of Com. on Education was adopted.

“The Best Method of Presenting Christ to Sinners” was chosen as the subject for the next essay, J. A. Sloan, essayist.

Pres. then went into the election of Standing Com’s, which resulted in electing Rev. M. C. Hutton, chairman of the

[287]

Com. of Home Missions. J. K. P. Newton, chairman of Com. on Education. J. D. West, chairman of Com. on Foreign Missions. W. T. Savage, chairman of Com. on Publication. Rev. J. A. Sloan, J. H. Gaillard and Elder J. F. Thompson were added to the Com. on Home Missions.

It was resolved that the Report of Com. of last Pres. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly be adopted. 

Rev. J. H. Gaillard tendered his resignation of the Treasurer’s Office, which was ac​cepted, and Rev. J. K. P. Newton was elected to that office. 

The Statistical Report to the Gen. Assembly was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton was authorized to apply to Dr. J. T. Searcy, Treasurer of Colored Institute at Tuscaloosa, for $80.00 to pay the expenses of Rev. Geo. Rogers at said insti​tute. 

Com on Sarepta Ch. property was granted further time till adjourned meeting in July. 

Resolved; That a vote of thanks of this Pres. be tendered to the members of Boon​ville Ch., and the citizens of the town for their kind hospitality; and to the Methodist Ch. for the offer of their house of worship.

Pres. adjourned to meet at 11 o’clock a.m., Thursday before the last full moon in Sept next. Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.








J. A. Sloan, Mod.








F. F. Norton, Clk Pro. Tem.

J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.
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Tupelo Ch., July 5th, 1882

11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was constituted with prayer by the Mod., J. A. Sloan. The roll was called showing that there were present:

Ministers.





Elders.

J. A. Sloan.





F. F. Norton, Tupelo.

J. D. West.





B. F. Rasberry, Zion.

J. H. Gaillard.





S. F. Abney, Lebanon.

J. K. P. Newton.




B. G. Christopher, Birmingham.

J. H. Gaillard was elected Temporary Clerk. The minute of last meeting were read in part. 

Rev. J. A. Kimmons, of St. John’s Presbytery, being present, was invited to sit as a cor​responding member.

Presbytery then proceeded to examine Mr. Hooper on the Latin Language, Mental Phil​o​sophy, Logic, Mathematics and Natural Science, which was sustained. On motion, Pres. suspended the examination of Mr. Hooper at this state.

Com. on Sarepta Ch. property not being ready to report, were granted further time.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard and W. V. Frierson were appointed a com. to address a circular letter to our churches upon the importance of sending representatives to Synod. 

The following were assigned Mr. Hooper as parts of trial, viz.:

Latin Thesis: An Sit Christus Deus?

Popular Lecture: 23rd Psalm.
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Critical Exercise in Greek: Rom. 5:1-10, inclusive.

Trial Sermon: Heb. 9:22nd. Last clause.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Oak Grove Ch at 11 o’clock a.m., Thursday before the last full moon in Sept. Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction








J. A. Sloan, Mod.

J. H. Gaillard,





J. H. Gaillard,

Stated Clerk.





Clerk Pro. Tem.
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Oak Grove Church, Miss.

Sept. 21st 1882.

Presbytery met according to adjournment; and after a sermon by Rev. M. C. Hutton from Phil. 4.11, was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers.



[Churches.]


Elders.

W. T. Savage.



Oak Forest.


S. W. Newell.

J. H. Gaillard.



Philadelphia. 


J. M. McLarty.

J. D. West.



Salem.



R. C. Telford.

M. C. Hutton.



Zion.



B. F. Rasberry.

J. K. P. Newton


Lebanon.


S. F. Abney.






Oak Grove.


W. D. McJunkin.

Monroe.


James Rogers.

Corinth.


J. F. Thompson.

Tupelo.


J. D. Williams

Hopewell.


D. McFarland.

Rev. J. D. West was chosen Mod. and J. F. Thompson Clerk pro. tem. 









Recess till 1 ½ o’clock.

At 1 ½ o’clock the Minutes of the last stated and adjourned meetings were read.

Rev. Messrs. West, Savage and McJunkin were appointed a Com. on Devotional Exer​cises.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard read a communication from Rev. Joseph R. Wilson in regard to amending Chap. 5, Sec. 3, Par. 1, Form of Gov. which was answered in the affirmative.

Rev. M. C. Hutton presented an Overture from Ebenezer Ch., asking that the Ch. be dissolved and the members assigned to Boonville Ch. The Overture was referred back with instructions that they hold a congregational meeting and show cause why this re​quest should be granted; said reasons to be forwarded to this body at its next regular meeting. 

Rev. J. H. Gaillard read a letter
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from Henry Miller, a candidate for the ministry under our care, showing his whereabouts.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton and D. McFarland were appointed a Com. on Minutes of Gen. As​sembly. 

Rev. J. K. P. Newton reported his attendance upon the meeting of the last Gen. Assem​bly; also the expense of himself and Dr. L. A. Hill; report received and their diligence and zeal commended. Rev. W. T. Savage and S. W. Newell were appointed a com. to audit the financial part of this report.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was nominated principal clerical commissioner to the next meeting of the Assem​bly, with W. T. Savage, alternate. Col. J. D. Williams, principal lay com​mis​sioner, and J. F. Thompson, alternate.

Bros. Gaillard, Newton, McFarland, Abney and Col. Williams were appointed a Com. on Assessment.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard & W. D. McJunkin were appointed a Com. on Narrative to Synod.

Ten o’clock tomorrow morning was fixed to hear reports from the churches on the state of religion in their bounds.


Rev. W. T. Savage & M. C. Hutton reported that they had preached upon the Sabbath according to the injunction of Pres.

The com. appointed at the last meeting to address a circular letter to the Churches on the duty of attendance upon Synod, reported compliance.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons of the Pres. of St John’s, was granted permission to moderate the session of Bethany Ch., when requested so to do.

Rev. E. C. Davidson of North Miss. Pres. was granted leave to labor in our bounds for six months.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer.
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Friday morning

9 o’clock.

After half an hour spent in Devotional Exercise, Pres. proceeded to business. The Audit​ing Com. submitted the following report which was adopted. The Auditing Com. beg leave to report that they have examined the Treasurer’s vouchers, with reference to our ex​​pense with the last Gen. Assembly, which met in Atlanta, Ga., and find everything cor​rect—that the Assembly’s tax is paid and the expenses of both commissioners, also that there is left in the Treasury $8.35 (eight dollars and thirty-five cents). 

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, ex-Treasurer, presented the following report which was received & placed in the hands of the Auditing Com. The undersigned ex-Treasurer begs leave to submit the following report: At the time of his resignation he had on hand one hundred and twenty-four dollars and fifty-five cents ($124.55). According to your instructions (Minutes, p. 284), he has paid over to Dr. E. A Cox  $25.20




           To Rev. W. T. Savage $13.50

To Stated Clerk’s salary   $30.00

To Gen. Assembly’s Tax $15.00

To Rev. J. K. P. Newton  $32.00 Com’rs Fund.

Synodical Tax on hand      $9.00

On motion, the order fixing 10 o’clock today as the time for hearing the reports from churches as to the state of religion in their bounds, was rescinded, and Pres. decided to take up that subject at the present time.

Prof. W. V. Frierson, Elder from Pontotoc Ch. appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Recess till 1 ½ o’clock.

After recess resumed business. Messrs F. L. Allen and G. H. Steen were examined
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on experimental religion and their reasons for desiring to enter the ministry. Examination sustained, and at their request, they were received under the care of Pres. as candidates for the ministry.

Rev. M. C. Hutton was granted a letter of dismission to the Pres. of Central Texas. 

The pastoral relation, between Rev. J. D. West and Pontotoc and Oak Grove Churches, was dissolved, both churches concurring, and he was granted a letter of dismission to Tombeckbee Presbytery.

A petition from Pontotoc Ch. asking that W. V. Frierson be licensed to preach, was re​ceived. He, signifying his willingness, was examined on experimental religion and his reasons for desiring to enter the ministry. On motion, Pres. then proceeded to examine him on Latin, Greek, Natural Philosophy, Logic, Rhetoric, Natural Science and Natural and Revealed Religion, which examination was sustained. Tomorrow at 11 a.m. was fixed as the hour to hear his trial sermon—from the text, “Grow in Grace.”

The Auditing Com made the following report which was adopted.

The Auditing Com. further report that they have examined the papers of the ex-Treasurer, and find them correct. All of which is respectfully submitted.

The Com. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly made the following report which was received & adopted except the 2nd recommendation. The Com. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly re​port that we have examined the same, and find the following items deserving of atten​tion, viz.:

1st. The Gen. Assembly advises the presbyteries to devote
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one evening during the spring sessions to the general discussion of the subject of Foreign Missions in the presence of the congregations among whom they meet; and that during the fall sessions a similar meeting be held in the interest of home missions. Your com. rec​ommend that this suggestion be adopted.

2nd. The Gen. Assembly requests the presbyteries to call the attention of pastors to the great principle of systematic giving as an act of worship, and enjoin upon them to preach to their congregations on that subject at least once a year. Your com. recommend the adoption of this request.

3rd. An Overture, No. 9 from Concord Pres. to the Assembly asking that body to take steps to have stricken from our Book the prohibition against the marriage of a deceased wife’s sister, and other degrees of affinity contained in the last sentence of Chap. 24, Sec 4 of the Confession of Faith, which reads as follows-

“The man may not marry any of his wife’s kindred nearer in blood than he may of his own, nor the woman of her husband’s kindred nearer in blood than her own.”

This overture was regarded as involving matters of such grave and general interest that the Assembly calls the special attention of our presbyteries to this matter. Your com. recommend that this Pres. advise this section to be stricken from our Confession of Faith.








Respectfully submitted,








J. K. P. Newton, Chairman.

The Com. on Publication made a report which was adopted.
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Tomorrow at 1 ½ o’clock was fixed as the time for holding the meeting on Home Mis​sions. 

Tupelo was chosen as the place for the next meeting. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

9 o’clock.

Pres. met and spent a half hour in Devotional Exercises. The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

The Com. on Assessment made the following report which was received and adopted as follows:

Hopewell. 
5.


Baldwyn. 
3.

Walnut Creek 
4.50.

Oak Forest. 
1.


Bethany. 
3.

Bethel.

2.

Tallahatchie.
3.


Monroe. 
2.

Zion.

5.

Hebron.
2.


Unity.

3.

Mt. Zion.
2.50.

Lebanon.
8.


Iuka.

1.

Tupelo.
8.

Corinth.
7.


Salem.

1.50.

Harmony.
3.

Concord.
1.


Ripley.

8.

Birmingham.
2.50.

Gaston.
2.


Pontotoc
5.

New Hope.
3.

Banner.
3.


Oak Grove.
6.

Philadelphia.   1.

Ebenezer
1.


Boonville.
3.50.

Providence
4.

Leave of absence was granted to Messrs. Rasberry and Telford after this morning’s ses​sion. 

The standing Com. on Education made a report which was received and adopted.

W. V. Frierson was added to the Com. on Home Missions. He was also made chairman of the Com. on Foreign Missions. 

Recess till 11 o’clock.

At 11 o’clock Pres. proceeded to hear the trial sermon of W. V. Frierson which was sus​tained as a part of trial. The whole examination was then sustained, and he was duly licensed to preach the gospel.

Recess till 1 ½ o’clock.

At 1 ½ p.m. Pres. resumed business. The Com. on Home Missions submitted the follow​ing
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report which was received and after much earnest discussion, adopted as to recom​mend​ations 2 & 3, and postponed as to recommendation 1 until the spring meeting. 

The Com. of Home Missions report that the following churches have contributed the fol​lowing amounts to the three objects embraced in this department of church work:

Sustentation.



Evangelistic.


Invalid Fund.

Corinth.     
9.50


Hopewell.       $6.05

Corinth.         $4.30

Hebron
.
2.00


Zion.

2.40

Ripley.
          23.30

Mt. Zion.
7.60


Lebanon.
2.75

Zion.

3.30

New Hope.
1.40


Oak Forest.
2.20

Tallahatchie.    2.00

Oak Forest.
3.50


Corinth.
5.25

Hopewell.
2.00

Iuka.

3.00






Walnut Creek. 2.00

Lebanon.
4.95






Lebanon.
1.50

Ripley.           13.00






Oak Forest.
1.55

Walnut Creek.  3.75






Providence.     5.00

Zion.

1.90

Hopewell.
6.25

Churches 11  $50.65              

Churches 5. $18.65

Churches 9. $44.95

Last Year

Churches 14. $59.00


Churches 4. $14.00

Churches 9. $44.95

Av. per member 4 cts.


Av. per member 1 cent
Av. per member 4 cts.

Special Home Work by the “Ladies’ Aid Society,” $150.00.

Total contributed from all sources to Home Work, $264.25.

It will be seen from the above that 22 of our churches failed to contribute anything to Sus​tentation: 28 contributed nothing to the evangelistic work, and 24 gave nothing to the invalid fund. The com. would call special attention to these facts. Circulars were addres​sed to the delinquent churches, by the chairman, in regard to the invalid fund. It is hoped that other churches may have contributed to this cause which
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have not yet been reported. The com. made application to the Central Com. & rec’d $50.00 to supplement the salary of Rev. M. C. Hutton for Boonville & Iuka Churches. The Com. have endeavored to have all our vacant Chs. Supplied at least once since the last meeting of Pres. They hope they have secured the services of Rev. J. A. Kimmons of St John’s Pres. to supply Bethany Ch. once a month, and ask Pres. to grant him permis​sion to labor within our bounds until the next meeting of Pres. They also ask leave to employ Rev. J. W. Graham to labor within our bounds. There are seven of our churches which have no regular preaching. We recommend that Pres. consider the practicability of grouping our vacant chs. We also recommend, in view of the enfeebled condition of Pitts​boro & Concord Chs, that a com. be appointed to visit them, inquire into their condition & wants, & report at the next meeting of Pres.

We recommend the following supplies:

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, one Sab. each to Tallahatchie & Banner.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton, one Sabbath to Gaston—to Pittsboro, and

Rev. W. T. Savage, one Sabbath to Harmony.








Respectfully submitted,








M. C. Hutton, Chairman.

The report on the Narrative to Synod was received, adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Synod.

The following reasons why Pres. departed from the usual course in licensing Prof. W. V. Frierson, were adopted. Pontotoc Ch., having petitioned Pres. to license W. V. Frierson, & he having passed a satisfactory examination in all the requirements of our Book except upon Hebrew, and fulfilled all the conditions ordinarily required of candidates for licen​sure, except having taken a course in the Seminary, or having studied theology for the required time under
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an approved Divine, proceeded to license him, considering it an extraordinary case for the following reasons, viz.: 

1st. He is a man of ripe experience, scholarly attainments, & eminent Christian standing.

2nd. He has in a long experience in teaching, and superintending Sab. schools, acquired considerable power in impressing truth by public lecture.

3rd. His aptness to teach, purity of live and other qualifications for a successful preacher have so impressed the Ch. of which he is a member, that it petitioned this body to set him apart to that work.

4th. His age & the condition of his family render it impracticable for him to devote several years to Hebrew and theological study.

The Chairman of the Com. on Sarepta Ch. property submitted the following report which was received & adopted. Your com. appointed to take into consideration the disposition of the funds arising from the sale of Sarepta Ch. property recommend that the matter be referred to the remaining members of the Sarepta congregation to be disposed of accord​ing to their wishes & views as best promoting the object of the original donors.

The following motion was unanimously adopted: Resolved That the thanks of Presbytery are tendered to Oak Grove congregation for their hospitable entertainment.

The Stated Clerk was requested to publish the proceedings of this meeting in the Herald, Observer & St Louis Presbyterian.

Pres. then adjourned until the next regular meeting. Closed with prayer & the apostolic benediction.

J. D. West, Mod.

J. F. Thompson,




J. H. Gaillard,

Temporary Clerk.




Stated Clerk.
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Examined and approved so far as written, except that the spring meeting of Presbytery adjourned to meet in Sept; while a meeting dated July 5th is recorded to have met on adjournment.








Jas. M. Sloan, Mod.

Florence, Ala., Oct. 26, 1882.

11 a.m.

By order of Synod, the Pres. of Chickasaw met and was constituted with prayer by the last mod. present, Rev. J. A. Sloan. J. H. Gaillard was chosen Temporary Clk.

Present. Rev. Messrs Sloan, Gaillard and Hutton. Churches represented, Ripley, Jas. Ro​gan; Lebanon, F. S. Abney; New Hope, D. A. Hill. 

The action of our last meeting, touching the overture from Ebenezer Ch. was recon​sid​ered, and on motion the Ch was dissolved, and the members ordered to be transferred to Boonville Ch. The ch. property, except one acre of land for a cemetery, was ordered to be sold and the proceeds to be applied to the benefit of Boonville Ch.

Rev. D. A. Todd, at his own request, was dismissed to the Pres. of Enoree.

Adjourned to meet at the call of the Mod., Oct 27, 2 o’clock p.m.

Pres. met at the call of the Mod., and was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday ex​cept D. A. Hill.

The Statistical Report (following) was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod, viz.: The Pres. of Chickasaw would respectfully report to the Synod of Memphis that we consist of 32 churches; six ministers (four white and two colored); one licentiate and have under our care five candidates for the ministry;
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That on the 15th day of last Apr. we ordained Jacob Beckley (col.) as an Evangelist; that on the 13th day of last Apr. we dissolved the pastoral relation between Rev. J. W. Rose​borough and Hopewell Ch. and dismissed him to the Pres. of Potosi; that on the 22nd day of Sept. we dissolved the pastoral relation between the churches of Pontotoc and Oak Grove, & Rev. J. D. West and dismissed him to the Pres of Tombeckbee; that on the same day we dismissed Rev. M. C. Hutton to the Pres. of Central Texas; that on the same day we licensed Prof. W. V. Frierson to preach the gospel; and that on the 26th day of this month we dismissed Rev. D. A. Todd to the Pres. of Enoree. 

By order of Pres.

      J. H. Gaillard,

Stated Clerk.

Adjourned to meet in Tupelo on Thursday at 11 a.m. before the last full moon in April next. Closed with prayer.








J. A. Sloan, Mod.




         J. H. Gaillard, Stated & Temporary Clerk.
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Tupelo Church, Thursday, April 18, 1883

11 o’clock a.m.

The Pres. of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and was constituted with prayer by the Mod. Rev. J. A. Sloan. The sermon was dispensed with owing to the stormy morn​ing.

Present

Ministers.





Churches represented.

J. K. P. Newton.



Providence.

T. P. Park.

J. A. Sloan.




Salem.


M. A. Davidson.

W. T. Savage.




Zion.


J. F. Tankersley.

J. H. Gaillard.




Oak Grove.

W. T. Steen.







Tupelo.

J. W. Frazer.

Licentiate.




Birmingham.

B. G. Christopher.

W. V. Frierson.



Unity.


J. P. Stovall.







Pontotoc.

J. H. Barr.

Absent.




Monroe.

T. J. Crawford.

Jacob Beckley.



Ripley.


R. Q. McCarley.

Geo. Rogers.




New Hope.

L. A. Hill.

Churches not represented.

Iuka, Bethany, Corinth, Boonville, Hebron, Mt Zion, Tallahatchie, Philadelphia, Leba​non, Oak Forest, Gaston, Harmony, Banner, Walnut Creek, Pittsboro, Pontotoc 2nd (c), and Pisgah (c).

Rev. W. T. Savage was elected Mod. and Dr. J. W. Frazer, Clerk pro. tem.

        Recess till 2 ½ o’clock.

After recess, the Minutes of the last stated and called meetings were read.

Rev. J. A. Sloan gave reasons for being absent at the last stated meeting. Sustained.

The session of Tupelo Ch. were appointed a Com. on Devotional Exercises, together with the Mod. of Pres.

A call from Pontotoc and Oak Grove Chs. asking for the pastoral services of Rev. W. V. Frierson, each for half his time was read & placed in the hands of the Com. on Bills & Overtures.

A letter from Tuscaloosa Institute giving a favorable
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account of the deportment & progress of Geo. Rogers was read. 

Henry Miller, at his own request was granted a letter of transfer to the Pres. of West Lex​ing​​ton. 

The following coms. were appointed: S. Schools, J. H. Gaillard & W. T. Steen. Sys​tem​atic Beneficence, J. A. Sloan & T. P. Park. Narrative to Gen. Assembly, J. K. P. Newton & T. J. Crawford.

The Essay and Conference were dispensed with, and a meeting in behalf of Foreign Mis​sions substituted for it, which was made the order of the day for Saturday night.

The Com. on S. Schools reported that they had been unable to organize any additional schools in the last six months. 

Rev. J. W. Graham of North Miss. Pres. being present, was invited to a seat as a corres​ponding member. 

Messrs. L. A. Hill & R. O. McCarley from New Hope & Ripley Chs. appeared & gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained. 

The unfinished business of last Pres., viz.: the question of grouping the chs. was then taken up and discussed at some length. 

Pending the discussion Pres. adjourned till tomorrow morning, 8 o’clock. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

8 o’clock.

Pres. met & after spending half an hour in devotional exercises, the Minutes of yesterday were read & approved. 

The Com. on Bills & Overtures reported that the calls from Pontotoc & Oak Grove Chs. were in order & recommended that they be placed in the hands of W. V. Frierson. Report adopted, Mr Frierson accepting. Rom 3rd & 28 was assigned him as a text for the ordi​nation sermon.

Pres. then resolved to hold an adjourned meeting in Pontotoc Ch. on Friday the 29th of June at 10 o’clock a.m. with a view to his ordination & installation. Rev. J. K. P. Newton was appointed to preach a sermon suited to the occasion, with Rev. J. A. Sloan, alternate, the former to deliver charge
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to the people, the latter to deliver the charge to the pastor. The Rev. W. T. Savage to pre​side & propound the constitutional questions, and Rev. J. H. Gaillard to lead in the ordi​nation prayer.

W. M. Pickens from Lebanon & J. A. Bigger from Hopewell Ch. appeared & gave satis​factory reasons for tardiness.

The unfinished business was then taken up and after further discussion was indefinitely postponed.

The sessional records were now placed on the Moderator’s table, Philadelphia, Lebanon, Zion, Unity, Hopewell, New Hope, Pontotoc, Oak Forest, Oak Grove, Monroe & Provi​dence. The following coms. were appointed. On the records of Philadelphia, Zion, Unity & Lebanon, J. A. Sloan, Pickens & Park. On the records of Hopewell, New Hope, Pontotoc & Tupelo, J. K. P. Newton, Davidson & Steen. On the records of Oak Grove, Monroe, Oak Forest & Providence, J. H. Gaillard, Stovall & Barr.

The supplies appointed at the last meeting reported partial compliance.

A recess of ten minutes was taken.

After recess the narratives of the state of religion in the following chs. were read: Tupelo, Zion, Pontotoc, Oak Grove, Providence, Unity, New Hope, Oak Forest, Philadelphia, Lebanon & Monroe. The following gave verbal reports: Ripley, Mt Zion, Hopewell, Salem, Birmingham, Walnut Creek & Pisgah (c).

Recess till 2 ½ p.m.

After recess resumed business. The various coms. on sessional records reported. Reports approved.

Rev. Jacob Beckley (c) & Canon Beckley (c), Elder from Pisgah Ch. appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

L. A. Hill reported his attendance upon the last Gen. Assembly. Report & fidelity com​mended.

J. H. Barr, R. Q. McCarley & M. A. Davidson were granted leave of absence after this evening’s session.

Rev. J. A. Sloan was elected principal clerical commissioner to the Gen. Assembly in place of Rev. J. H. Gaillard
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who was nominated at the last meeting, but asked to be excused. Rev. W. T. Savage, alternate.

J. F. Thompson, Ruling Elder in Corinth Ch. was chosen principal lay commissioner, with J. W. Frazer, alternate.

J. P. Stovall & J. A. Bigger were appointed an auditing com.

The time for electing the four standing coms. was deferred till the next stated meeting.

J. W. Frazer, J. H. Gaillard & W. M. Pickens were appointed a com. to prepare a suitable obituary notice of the late Rev. T. C. Stuart; to report during this meeting.

Providence was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting.

Commissioner’s fund was called for, after which a report was called for from the trustees of the Chickasaw Fem. College—none being sent up, the time was extended till the ad​journed meeting.

Pres. then adjourned till 9 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning in order to give opportunity for Elders Meeting at 8 a.m. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

9 ½ o’clock.

Pres. met according to adjournment & spent a half hour in devotional exercises. The min​utes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Pickens & Stovall were appointed a com. to bring in a report during this meeting as to whether it is practicable & desirable for the Pres. to enter upon the work of colportage during summer.

Com. on Systematic Beneficence submitted a report which was adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

Rev. J. W. Graham was received by letter from the Pres. of North Miss., after being ex​amined.

The Treasurer made a report which was received & referred to the Auditing Com.

In Memoriam.

The com. to bring in an obituary notice of
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Rev. T. C. Stuart, deceased, would respectfully submit the following. The subject of this sketch was of Scotch-Irish descent, his ancestors on both sides—Stuarts & Caldwells—having emigrated from Scotland to the north of Ireland, whence his father & mother sailed the day they were married, for America. They landed at Charleston, S.C., & went at once to Abbeville County [S.C.], where Mr. Stuart purchased a farm & a few Negroes, & became in the course of time, a prosperous & successful planter. 

Thomas Caldwell Stuart, was born on the 29th of Sept. 1794, and was, therefore, at the time of his death, on the 9th of Oct. 1882, 88 years & ten days old. His mother died when he was but a few days old, & he was taken by a lady in the neighborhood who had just lost an infant. He remained in this family several years. He made a profession of religion when quite young, & from the first resolved to enter the ministry. He was licensed by the Pres. of South Carolina in April 1819, & in the fall of that year was sent as a domestic mis​sionary to south. Ala. 

On his way home from this tour, he received a notice of the appointment of himself & Rev. David Humphreys to visit the Southwestern tribes of Indians with a view to locating a mission station. Hastening home, he & his associate Mr Humphreys, set out early in the summer of 1820. They first visited the Creeks, who declined to receive them. They then came on to the Chickasaws, & spent Sabbath the 20th of June, at the house of an Indian chief, Levi Colbert in five miles of Tupelo, Miss., where more than 62 years afterward, one of them was to end his long pilgrimage. The next day they attended a great national ball-play in the immediate neighborhood, where they met & conferred with the principal men; and soon 

[306]

afterward they received formal permission from the General Council to establish a mis​sion, to be located wherever the 2 commissioners might see pro​per. 

They selected a spot about eleven miles south of where Pontotoc now stands, which Mr Stuart afterward named “Monroe” in honor of President Monroe. On their re​turn to South Carolina, Mr. Humphreys decided not to engage in the undertaking, & Mr Stuart deter​mined to push forward alone. He was accordingly ordained on the 13th of Dec. 1820 by the South Carolina Pres. “as a missionary to bear the glad tidings of sal​va​tion to the heathen of our borders.” The ordination sermon was preached by Rev. Rich​ard B. Cater, from 2 Tim. 2:3, “Thou therefore endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” The charge was delivered by Rev. W. S. Barr. 

It is difficult at the present time to realize the magnitude of such an enterprise. This re​gion was then the “Far West,” occu​pied by uncivilized, some of them unfriendly, tribes. Almost everything necessary to the establishment of the mission had to be brought the entire distance in wagons, over bad roads, often no roads at all. But in spite of all impedi​ments, Mr. Stuart, on the 21st of Jan. 1821, reached the site of the future mission with his party consisting of mechanics & farm laborers with their tools & implements; for the young missionary was destined to become not only the “bearer of glad tidings of salva​tion” to many a benighted soul then dwelling in the shadow of death, but now rejoicing with joy unspeakable, but also to be the founder of the civilization of a people. 

Everything was to be done—houses to be built for a boarding school, fields to be cleared, a gristmill to be erected, & even the furniture to be manufactured. In 1823 Mr Stuart returned to S. Carolina & married Miss S. C. Caldwell. Having been joined by several other missionaries, it was deemed expedient to establish more
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stations at a distance from Monroe, of all of which he was made superintendent. This necessitated long journeys often at inclement seasons, attended with much exposure, & sometimes danger in crossing swollen & bridgeless streams. Once a year he went to Tennessee for the purpose of hiring laborers and getting up a drove of hogs & various supplies for the mission. The nearest post office was at Columbus, Miss. as was also the nearest physician. 

From the fact that Mr. Stuart outlived nearly all his contemporaries, but few who knew him in his last years were aware of his long & laborious efforts for the good of the human race, or of their successful results. He himself had but little con​cep​tion of the great work he had been instrumental in setting in motion, till many years after​ward when visiting the Chickasaws in their home in the Indian Terr., he was present at the meeting of their first legislature, & the inauguration of their first governor. If the com. are not mistaken, all the Senators, & some members of the House, were former pupils of the school at Monroe—the Governor certainly was. They were a fine looking set of men, combining much of the education & culture of the white man with the grave dignity of their forefathers; & when they invited him to a seat in their midst, & formally thanked him for what he had done for them & their people, he felt that he had not labored & “en​dured hardness” in vain. It is not claimed for Mr. Stuart that he accomplished all this by his own unaided efforts, but that he was the pioneer in the good work which has ad​vanced that interesting people to a high degree of civilization. 

When the Chickasaws re​moved to their new home in the West, owing to the feeble health of Mrs Stuart, he re​mained in Mississippi. As the country was rapidly filled up by white set​tlers, his labors in organizing & preaching to
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churches at a distance from his home were for some years almost as great as during his missionary life. Soon after the close of the late war, & before any provisions had been made for the education of the colored people, feeling that a new missionary field was opened before him, he established a S[abbath] School among them where quite a number learned to read & were supplied with copies of the Scriptures, donated for that purpose by the American Bible Society. 

All the above facts have been kindly furnished us in her own words, by his only daughter, who survives him. She was his constant companion, min​is​tering to his comfort through long years of helplessness, resulting from disease & the infirmities of age. 

As a preacher of the Gospel, Mr. Stuart excelled in giving expression to his thoughts with great clearness & accuracy. He was preeminently conservative in his views & practice. His great theme was salvation by grace, holding up Christ as the only & all-sufficient Savior of sinners, urging their acceptance of him as he is freely offered in the Gospel, with an unction & earnestness rarely equaled. He lived in communion with God, & when this was interrupted, even for a short time, by mental & bodily infirmities, he was miser​able. His attachments were strong & lasting, always man​i​festing great inter​est in those he loved & full history of his long & eventful life would fill a volume. It must suffice to say that he was the advocate & patron of every good enterprise. For many years he was connected with the American Bible Society. He was among the first to espouse the cause of temperance, which he advocated with commendable zeal, at a time when even minis​ters of his own denomination were disposed to discountenance it.
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His arduous labors are at an end, but his friends have their sweet consolation that he is at rest in the bosom of his God, & can look forward to a happy reunion at the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb.”

“Where the saints of all ages shall in harmony meet,

Their Savior & brethren transported to greet;

While the anthems of rapture unceasingly roll,

And the smile of the Lord is the feast of the soul.”




—J. H. Gaillard, J. W. Frazer & W. M. Pickens, Committee.

The Treasurer was directed to pay to the Stated Clerk his salary & the Synodical Tax, to pay the Gen. Assembly’s Tax, & divide the remainder between the two commissioners.

Recess till 2 ½ o’clock.

At 2 ½ o’clock resumed business.

At his own request, Henry Miller was transferred to the care of West Lexington Pres. 

The Auditing Co,. would report that we have examined the Treasurer’s Report & find it correct, & recommend its approval—Adopted.

J. F. Tankersley was granted leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

The Com. on Colportage made a report recommending that a Standing Com. on Col​port​age be appointed, with power to employ a colporteur during the summer, if the way be clear. Report adopted. Rev W. V. Frierson, J. H. Gaillard & J. M. Carter were appointed that com. 

The Com. on S. Schools reported—Report adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Gen. Assembly. 

The Com. on Education made the following report which was adopted. The Com. on Ed​u​cation would report to the Pres. of Chickasaw that we have under our care five candi​dates for the ministry as follows: Henry Miller, Milton Hooper, L. H. Kimmons, F. L. Allen & George Steen.
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With regard to the first of [the] three, your com. has nothing definite to report, not having heard from him since our last meeting. 

M. M. Hooper is now a member of the Middle Class in the Theological Sem., Columbia, S. C. He reports himself as highly pleased with that institution. He will not apply for licensure this spring, but has made arrangements to lecture to this ch. during summer. He has applied for no aid from the Central Com. of Education during the present session in the seminary, but has received $200 from the Ladies’ Educational Society of the 2nd Pres. Ch., Charleston, S.C. & has borrowed $30 from the Students’ Fund at the Sem. 

L. H. Kimmons is still pursuing his literary studies in the University of Miss. & will com​plete his course there next June. The Central Com. appropriated to him $150 which amount he has received in full. In a recent letter to the chairman of your com., he states that he will be able to leave the University free from debt, but will be left without means to enter the Seminary next fall. He is therefore desirous of obtaining work during the sum​​mer & asks this Pres. to aid him in procuring such work.

F. L. Allen is a member of the Freshman class in the Southwestern Pres. University at Clarksville, Tenn. The Central Com. has appropriated to him $150 which has been paid to him in full.

George Steen is pursuing his preparatory or academic course in Prof. Carter’s school at Pontotoc. He is reported by his instructor as pursuing his studies with commendable zeal & as making rapid progress. He will be prepared to enter the Southwestern University next fall. The Central Com. has appropriated to him the sum of $50 which has been paid. 

It affords your com. pleasure to report that the health of these young brethren is good, that their Christian
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deportment is excellent & that their progress in study is highly commendable. 

Your com. beg leave further to report that the whole amount appropriated by the Central Com. to our candidates is 350 dollars. 

The whole amount contributed by the chs. of our Pres. to this cause is only $90.32. This amount being contributed by the following 17 chs.

Oak Grove

5.00



Providence 

4.55

Ripley

          10.50



Corinth
          11.65

Boonville

5.35



Lebanon
          12.40

Philadelphia

4.85



New Hope

1.25

Hebron


2.00



Mt Zion

1.00

Birmingham

2.15



Unity


3.65

Oak Forest

4.65



Banner


5.20

Zion


9.25



Baldwyn

2.50

Pontotoc

4.37

                  
Total

        $90.32

This is $259.68 less than the amount appropriated to our candidates & is an average of only about 8 cents per member to this great cause. The following 14 chs. have contrib​uted nothing to the cause of Education: Walnut Creek, Bethel, Salem, Monroe, Iuka, Tu​pelo, Hopewell, Tallahatchie, Pittsboro, Bethany, Gaston, Concord, Harmony, [and] Ebe​nezer. All of which is respectfully submitted &c. 

J. K. P. Newton, Chairman.

Leave of absence was granted Rev. Jacob Beckley & Canon Beckley (c).

A letter from Boonville Ch. was read & received as information. 

The following report on Home Missions was adopted. The Com. of Home Missions would report to the Pres. of Chickasaw that the following chs. have contributed the fol​low​ing amounts to the three objects embraced in this department of church work, viz.:
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Sustentation.



Evangelism.


Invalid Fund.

Ripley

10.00


Ripley

13.00



Birmingham
  2.00






Birmingham    2.00

Mt Zion
  3.00






Mt Zion
2.00

Oak Forest
  5.00


Oak Forest
  2.00

Oak Forest
2.00

Philadelphia
  1.00


Philadelphia
  2.00

Philadelphia
2.00

Lebanon
  8.00


Lebanon
  2.00

Lebanon
2.00

Providence
  1.00


Providence
  5.00

Tupelo

  5.00


Tupelo

11.00

Hopewell

New Hope
  1.00






New Hope 
1.00

Pontotoc 
  6.00






Pontotoc
8.00

Oak Grove
  5.00

Walnut Creek    3.75

Hebron

  2.00






Hebron

0.90

Corinth
  5.15


Corinth
  5.15

Corinth
4.30

Gaston

  1.20

Chs. 15          $59.10


Chs. 7
           $40.15

Chs. 9          $24.20

Last Year

Chs. 11          $50.65


Chs. 5
           $18.65

Chs. 9           $44.95

Total amount contributed from chs. to Home Missions $123.45. Individuals $5.55. Total $129.00. Last year $264.

The chairman of the Com. received in Nov. last $50.00 to supplement the salary of Rev J. A. Sloan for the latter half of last year—37.50 to supplement the salary of J. H. Gaillard for the same period. Since the last meeting of Pres. your com. have asked for $100.00 to supplement the salary of J. A. Sloan for the year 1883; the first installment of which has been received & paid over to him. The com. have proper vouchers for the same. Your com. has also received since last meeting of Pres. $75.00 towards the
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support of Mrs E. T. Mooney, widow of Rev A. M. Mooney, deceased.








Respectfully submitted,








J. H. Gaillard, Chairman.

Home Missions was selected as the topic for next Essay & Conference, J. H. Gaillard, Essayist.

Concord Ch. dissolved & the members transferred to Mt Zion Ch.

The Com. appointed at the last meeting to visit Pittsboro Ch. reported that duty dis​charged. 

The Narrative was read, adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly.

Recess till 8 o’clock tonight.

At 8 o’clock p.m., Pres. resumed business.

The Com. on Foreign Missions made a report which was adopted. The Stated Clerk read the statistical report which was adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly.

The Minutes of today were read & adopted.

A vote of thanks was tendered to the citizens of Tupelo for their kind hospitality, after which Pres. adjourned to meet in Pontotoc Ch. at 10 o’clock a.m. on Friday before the first Sab. in July 1883. Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.

J. W. Frazer,





W. T. Savage, Mod.

Clerk pro tem.





J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.

The following minute was omitted.

Supplies were appointed as follows: W. V. Frierson, New Hope, Tallahatchie and Pitts​boro one Sab. each.

J. K. P. Newton, Corinth & Boonville.

J. A. Sloan, Iuka & Gaston.

J. W. Graham, Bethel, 2 Sabbaths.

J. H. Gaillard, Bethel, Banner & Gaston.
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Pontotoc Church, Friday, June 29, 1883.

10 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was constituted with prayer. 

Members present. W. T. Savage, Mod. J. A. Sloan, J. K. P. Newton, and J. H. Gaillard.

Churches represented. Monroe, T. J. Crawford; Oak Grove, W. T. Steen; [and] Pontotoc, J. H. Barr.

T. J. Crawford was elected Clerk pro. tem. The Minutes of last meeting touching the ordi​nation & installation of W. V. Frierson were then read, after which Pres. took recess till 11 o’clock.

After recess resumed business. Mr. M. M. Hooper appeared before Pres & asked to be examined with a view to licensure. J. W. Graham through J. H. Gaillard gave reasons for absence from the present meeting which were sustained.

Rev Gibson of the M. E. Ch. South, being present, was invited to a seat as a visiting bro​ther.

Mr Hooper’s popular lecture was then heard and sustained as a part of trial. Rev W. V. Frierson was then examined on Ch. Government & the Sacraments, which examination was sustained. 

Recess till 3 o’clock.

After recess Pres. proceeded to examine Messrs Frierson & Hooper on Ch. History. Exam​​ination sustained. Mr Hooper was examined on the Greek & Hebrew languages. Sustained as parts of trial. His Latin thesis was referred to a com. consisting of J. K. P. Newton & J. H. Barr with instruction to report thereon tomorrow morning. 

Recess till 8 o’clock p.m.

After recess resumed business. It was made the order of the day for tomorrow at 11 a.m. to hear the trial sermon of W. V. Frierson. 
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and 7 ½ p.m. to hear the ordination sermon by Rev. J. K. P. Newton, after which the ordi​nation & installation should take place if the way be clear.

Pres. then heard Mr Hooper’s trial sermon which was sustained.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

9 o’clock.

Minutes of yesterday read, amended & approved. The Board of Trustees of the C. F. Col​lege reported that the college is in a prosperous condition. That it is free from debt; with some means on hand, and an annual income sufficient to keep the building & grounds in tolerable repair.

Rev. J. W. Graham of Ripley and Elder J. F. Thompson of Corinth were elected to fill the unexpired term of Rev. M. C. Hutton and W. L. Lorance who have left our bounds. The term of the following trustees expires in two years viz.: D. McFarland, Dr. J. W. Frazer, Judge T. J. Steen, Hon. C. B. Mitchell, Dr. J. A. Bell and Capt. H. J. Duke.

Term expires in one year—Rev J. W. Graham, Rev J. K. P. Newton, J. H. Barr, Col. R. Bolton, Rev W. T. Savage and J. F. Thompson.

Term now expires, & reappointment recommended, Rev. J. H. Gaillard, Hon. Jeff Wil​son, Rev. J. A. Sloan, T. J. Crawford, W. B. Gilmer & J. D. West. 

The report was adopted.

The Com. on the Latin thesis reported, recommended its approval as part of trial. Report adopted.

The Greek exegesis was then heard which was sustained as a part of trial. 

Pres. then proceeded to examine M. M. Hooper on Theology. Pending this examination recess was had till 11 o’clock when the order of the day
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was taken up viz.: the hearing of Mr Frierson’s trial sermon, after which recess was had till 3 p.m.

After recess Mr Frierson’s sermon was sustained as a part of trial. Rev Messrs Savage & Gaillard with Ruling Elder T. J. Crawford were appointed a com. to install W. V. Frier​son pastor of Oak Grove Ch. at a time most convenient to the parties. Rev J. H. Gail​lard to preach the installation sermon, W. T. Savage to preside, propound the consti​tutional questions & deliver the charge to the pastor & people.

The examination of Mr Hooper on Theology being concluded was sustained. His exami​nation was then sustained as a whole & he was duly licensed to preach the gospel.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: Inasmuch as, by the recent transfer of the Pres. of N. Alabama from the Synod of Memphis to the Synod of Alabama, Flor​ence Female College has passed from under the care of the Synod of Memphis: Therefore be it resolved that a com. of five be appointed to bring in a report to the next stated meet​ing of Pres., touching the propriety of trying to place the C. F. College under the care of the Synod of Memphis. 

The following were appointed on that com. Rev Messrs Gaillard, Savage & Newton; Rul​ing Elders J. H. Barr & J. M. Carter.

Recess till 7 ½ o’clock.

At 7 ½ o’clock, Rev. J. K. P. Newton preached the ordination sermon, after which Rev. W. V. Frierson was ordained to the full work of the ministry
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by the laying on of the hands of Pres., & his name ordered to be placed on the roll of the members of Pres.

A vote of thanks was tendered the citizens of Pontotoc for their generous hospitality.

Minutes of today were read & approved. Adjourned to meet at Providence Ch. on the 13th of next Sept. at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer & the apostolic benediction.








W. T. Savage, Mod.








T. J. Crawford, Clerk pro. tem.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.
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Providence Church

Sept. 13, 1883.

The Pres. of Chickasaw met according to adjournment, and after a sermon by the Moder​ator from Col. 1:19, was constituted with prayer, after which recess was had till 2 p.m.

After recess, resumed business.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton was chosen Moderator and J. F. Thompson, Temporary Clerk. Min​utes of the last stated and adjourned meeting were read.

Ministers present.




Churches represented.

J. A. Sloan.




Ripley


Jas. Rogan.

W. T. Savage.




Corinth

J. F. Thompson.

J. H. Gaillard.




Salem


R. E. Telford.

W. V. Frierson
.



Zion


J. H. League.

J. K. P. Newton.



Providence

A. P. Boyd.







Unity


J. F. Boston.

Absent





Hebron 

J. R. Means.

J. W. Graham.




Hopewell

H. H. Kimmons.

Jacob Beckley.



New Hope

D. A. Hill.

Geo. Rogers.




Gaston


R. E. Richie.







Oak Grove

J. F. Hobson.







Mt Zion

J. T. Reid.







Tupelo


J. W. Frazer.







Pontotoc

J. M. Carter.

Churches not represented. Banner, Pittsboro, Lebanon, Oak Forest, Tallahatchie, Walnut Creek, Bethel, Iuka, Bethany & Boonville.

Rev. W. V. Frierson & J. M. Carter appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Rev. J. A. Kimmons of St John’s Pres[bytery]. being present was invited to a seat as a corres​pond​ing member.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton & A. P. Boyd were
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appointed a Com. on Devotional Exercises.

Rev. W. V. Frierson, Jas. Rogan & J. F. Boston were appointed a Com. on Bills & Over​tures.

J. H. League & J. F. Hobson were appointed Auditing Com. 

Rev J. A. Sloan, J. F. Thompson & J. T. Reid were appointed a Com. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly.

A paper was presented containing overtures, sent down to the presbyteries from the Gen. Assembly which was placed in the hands of Com. on Bills & Overtures.

J. H. Gaillard, J. M. Carter & D. A. Hill were appointed a Com. on Narrative to Synod.

W. T. Savage, J. H. Gaillard, J. M. Carter, A. P. Boyd & R. E. Richie were appointed a Com. on Assessments.

Tomorrow morning at 9 ½ o’clock was made the order of the day for hearing Narratives from the Churches.

Adjourned till 9 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Sept. 14, 

9 ½ o’clock a.m.

Pres. met & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read & ap​proved.

A letter was received from Rev J. W. Graham giving satisfactory reasons for absence from the present meeting of Pres. Jacob Beckley sent reasons for absence from the pres​ent meeting which were sustained. J. W. Frazer, M.D., from Tupelo Ch., appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

The order of the day, hearing Narratives from the Churches, was then taken up. 

         Pending the order, Pres. took recess till 2 p.m.

After recess, Pres. finished hearing the Narratives.
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The com. appointed at the adjourned meeting to install Rev W. V. Frierson pastor of Oak Grove Ch. reported that they discharged that duty on Saturday before the 4th Sab. in July.

Rev J. H. Gaillard presented the following statistical report to Synod which was adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Synod. The Pres. of Chickasaw would respectfully report to the Synod of Memphis that we consist of six white ministers & two colored—one licen​tiate & four candidates for the ministry; that on the 30th of last June we ordained W. V. Frierson to the full work of the ministry & installed him pastor of Pontotoc Ch; and that in July we installed him pastor of Oak Grove Ch.; that on the 30th of June last we licensed M. M. Hooper as a probationer for the gospel ministry; that on the 20th of April last we received Rev J. W. Graham from the Pres. of North Miss & that on the 19th of last Apr. we transferred Henry Miller to the care of West Lexington.









J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.

Rev J. A. Sloan presented the following report on Minutes of Gen. Assembly. Your com. recommend that the churches & sessions comply as far as possible with the recom​mend​ation of the Assembly in seeking out colored men who give evidence of piety & intel​lec​tual capacity, & encourage them to enter the ministry as a direct method of meeting
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our responsibility to the African race.

2nd We call the attention of the Com. of Home Missions to the action of the Assembly found on page 38.

3rd we recommend that  the Com. of Home Missions be directed to consult with the ses​sions of our vacant churches with reference to grouping their churches so as to secure more effectual support of the ordinances among them.

The following overture was answered in the affirmative: The undersigned would respect​fully overture the Pres. of Chickasaw to answer the following question, namely—Whe​ther or not, Ruling Elders under our Form of Government ought to impose hands at the ordination of a minister? J. M. Carter.

Pres. then adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Sept 15, 

9 o’clock a.m.

Pres. met & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read, amended & adopted. The Com. on Assessments, reported recommending the churches to be assessed as follows.

Pontotoc
4.00

Bethel

1.50

Oak Grove
5.00

Zion

5.00

Boonville
3.00

Mt Zion
2.00

Tupelo

6.50

Harmony 
2.00

Walnut Creek
4.00

Birmingham
2.00

New Hope
2.50

Philadelphia
1.00

Providence
3.50

Hopewell
4.00

Tallahatchie
2.50

Oak Forest
1.00

Hebron

2.00

Lebanon
6.50

Corinth
6.00

Gaston

1.50

Baldwyn
3.00

Banner

2.00

Monroe
1.50

Bethany
2.50

Unity

2.50

Iuka

1.00

Salem

1.00

Ripley

7.00
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The Com. on Bills & Overtures reported on Overture No. 3. Report received & placed in the hands of a special com. to report on the same at the next stated meeting. Overtures No. 4, 5, & 7 took the same direction. Overture No. 6 was answered in the negative. Overture No. 8, received the following answer—That fraternal correspondence for the future be conducted by interchange of delegates. Rev W. V. Frierson, J. H. Gaillard & J. M. Carter were appointed the above special com.

The Treasurer made a report which was placed in the hands of the Auditing Com.

Rev J. K. P. Newton made the following report on Education. Report received & ap​proved. The Com. of Education would report to the Pres. of Chickasaw that we have under our care 3 candidates for the ministry & one licentiate, L. H. Kimmons, F. L. Allen & G. H. Steen. The former of these young brethren having completed his literary course last June at the University of Miss., is now at Union Theol. Sem., Va. Mr Allen has pas​sed one session at the Southwestern Presbyterian University at Clarksville, Tenn, & it is pre​sumed by your com. that he will enter there again this fall. Mr Steen has already en​tered the junior class in this university. Our licentiate Mr. Hooper will complete his theo​logical course at Columbia S. C. next May. We would recommend that your com. be auth​orized to make application to the Central Com. of Education for aid for these three young
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brethren as follows: L. H. Kimmons $150.00. F. L. Allen $150.00. G. H. Steen $150.00, making $450.00 in all. In view of these large appropriations called for, & in view of the fact that we have contributed very little to this cause, your com. would recommend that Pres. take some steps to secure, if possible, a contribution to this cause from each of our churches. 

             Respectfully submitted, J. K. P. Newton.

Lebanon Ch. was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard with W. T. Savage, alternate & F. F. Norton, with D. A. Hill, alternate were nominated commissioners to the next Assembly.

Pres. then went into the election of Standing Coms., which resulted as follows:

Foreign Missions & Publication, Rev. W. T. Savage, W. T. Steen, & T. J. Crawford.

Home Missions, Rev Messrs Frierson & Gaillard, with Ruling Elder J. M. Carter.

Education, Rev J. K. P. Newton, A. P. Boyd & J. P. Stovall.

7:30 this evening was made the hour to hold a meeting in behalf of Home Missions, & to hear the report of the com. on that subject.

Licentiate W. I. Sinnott was granted permission to labor within our bounds for the next six months.

J. W. Frazer, M.D., was chosen presbyterial Superintendent of S. Schools in lieu of Rev J. H. Gaillard, resigned.

[324]

The com. appointed at the adjourned meeting of Pres. to bring in a report to this Pres. touching the propriety of endeavoring to have the Chickasaw Female College placed under the care of the Synod of Memphis, would respectfully present the following: Your com. are unable to see how the interests of the college could suffer from said transfer. It is thought by a great many that the building of the Memphis, Selma & Brunswick R.R. is only a question of time. When that time comes your com. believe that the noted good water & health of Pontotoc together with the intelligence & refinement of her citizens would draw some patronage from the City of Memphis itself. Then again it would give the college more notoriety. In view of these & other facts your com. recommend the adop​​tion of the following paper: The Pres. of Chickasaw would respectfully represent to the Synod of Memphis that we have in the town of Pontotoc a large & commodious brick building beautifully situated with several acres of land attached, a library of several thousand volumes & valuable apparatus & an abundance of good water. Pontotoc has long been noted for its health, good water & the intelligence & refinement of its citizens. Moreover,
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the college has been in successful operation for near thirty years. Inasmuch as the Synod has lost the only female college under its care, by the transfer of the Pres. of North Ala. to the Synod of Ala & believing that the interests of the Chickasaw F. College would be promoted if it were taken under the fostering care of Synod—therefore if agreeable to the Synod of Memphis the Pres. offers the care of this college to the Synod of Memphis. 

The Com. on Colportage reported that they had failed to secure the funds necessary to enter upon the colportage work & asked to be discharged. Report adopted.

Messrs Telford, Richie, Frazer & Means were granted leave of absence after this morn​ing’s session. 

Recess till 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Pres resumed business. Rev. J. A. Sloan & J. F. Thompson reported their attendance upon the last meeting of the Assembly. Reports received & fidelity commen​ded.

Messrs League, Reid & Boston were granted leave of absence.

The Auditing Com. reported that they had examined the Treasurer’s report & found it cor​rect. Report approved.

Recess till 7 p.m.

At 7 p.m. Pres. met & spent an hour in behalf of Home Missions. The following report was received & approved. The Com. on Home Missions would necessarily report to the Pres. that they
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have neither applied to the Central Com. for any money, nor received any since our last report. They made arrangements to have Tupelo & Hebron supplied four months during the summer by our licentiate, M. M. Hooper, whose labors were, we hope, greatly blessed especially at Hebron. We have made several efforts to secure someone for the Corinth field but without success. The following churches are vacant: Corinth, Boonville, Iuka, New Hope, Bethel, Bethany, Banner, Pittsboro, Tupelo, Gaston & Baldwyn. In most of these fields your com. fear that the elders fail to assemble together the people & sadly neglect the worship of God with their substance. The field is wide, the destitutions are great & the laborers are few. The prayer for more laborers in the field is urgently needed. In view of the fact that we have so many vacant churches & so few ministers, your com. would recommend that all our ministers be directed to ask their churches for 3 Sabbaths during the spring, summer, & fall months to be spent in missionary work & that our min​isters be directed to go forth, two & two during these months & wherever practicable to hold protracted meetings in all our vacant churches, securing as far as
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practicable the cooperation of the Eldership.

Mr. T. Burton Jr., a member of Tupelo Ch. presented himself asking to be received under the care of Pres. as a candidate for the ministry. After a satisfactory examination upon ex​perimental religion, & his reason for desiring to enter the ministry, his request was granted & he was directed to prosecute his studies under Prof. Carter of Pontotoc. The Com. of Education was directed if need be to ask aid for him from the Central Com. A vote of thanks was tendered the members of Providence Ch. for their kind hospitality to the members of Pres.

Minutes of today were read & approved.

Pres. then adjourned to meet at Lebanon Ch. on Thursday before the last full moon in Apr. 1884. Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.

J. K. P. Newton, Mod.

J. F. Thompson, Clerk pro. tem.

J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.

Examined & approved in Synod at

Holly Springs, Miss on the 10th day of

November, 1883.



James W. Graham,



Moderator
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Pontotoc Ch, Jan 28, 1884,

2 o’clock p.m.

Pursuant to a call made by the mod., in accordance with the provisions of the constitution the Presbytery convened, and was constituted with prayer by the last mod. present, Rev. W. T. Savage.

Ministers present. J. H. Gaillard, W. V. Frierson, W. T. Savage and Jacob Beckley. Rul​ing Elder J. H. Barr, Pontotoc Ch. Mr. Barr was chosen Temporary Clerk.

Mr John Storment a member of Bethany Ch. was then introduced asking to be received under the care of Pres. as a candidate for the gospel ministry. Whereupon, he was ex​am​ined upon his religious experience & views for entering the ministry. The exam​i​nation being sustained he was received under the care of Pres & the presbyterial Com. of Edu​ca​tion was directed to apply to the Gen. Assembly’s Com. for $50 to aid him in the prose​cution of his studies. 

W. I. Sinnott, a licentiate under the care of Central Miss Pres. was received under our care by letter from that Pres. Calls from Hopewell & Tallahatchie Chs. having been made for his services, the former for half his time, at a salary of $350, the latter for one-fourth his time at a salary of $100, & he having signified his willingness to accept the same, Pres. proceeded to examine him upon experimental religion, philosophy, theology, ec​cles​​i​astical history, the Greek and Hebrew languages, the doctrine of the sacraments & the principles & rules of the government & discipline of the Church. Examination sus​tained as far as had. Seven o’clock this evening was appointed to
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hear his ordination sermon. Rev J. H. Gaillard was appointed to preside, propound the con​​stitutional questions & lead in the ordination prayer. Recess was had till 7 p.m.

7 o’clock p.m.

Pres. resumed business. Rev. Mr. Gibson of the M. E. Ch. South being present was in​vited to a seat as a visiting brother.

W. I. Sinnott then delivered his ordination sermon which was sustained as a part of trial, & he was duly set apart to the full work of the ministry by prayer & the laying on of the hands of the Pres. according to the apostolic example. His name was ordered to be placed upon the roll of Pres. Rev Messrs Savage & Gaillard with Ruling Elder S. F. Abney were appointed a com. to install Mr Sinnott over Hopewell Ch. on Saturday before the 2nd Sab. in Apr. next, Savage to preside, propound the constitutional questions & deliver the charge to the pastor, Gaillard to deliver charge to the people. The same com., having the same parts assigned them, were directed to install Mr. Sinnott over Tallahatchie Ch. on the 3rd Sab. in Apr. next.

Minutes of today read & approved. Adjourned sine die. Closed with prayer & the apos​tolic benediction.

W. T. Savage, Mod.

J. H. Barr, Clerk pro. tem.

J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.
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Lebanon Church, Thursday, April 3, 1884

11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, and after a sermon by Rev. W. I. Sinnott, in the absence of the Mod., from Matthew 13: 45 & 46, was constituted with prayer.

Present

Ministers





Churches represented

J. W. Graham.




Oak Forest.

S. W. Newell.

J. H. Gaillard.




Zion.


B. F. raspberry.

W. I. Sinnott.




Philadelphia.

J. M. McClarty.







Lebanon.

S. F. Abney.







Hopewell.

J. A. Bigger.







Oak Grove.

J. A. Bell, M.D.

Ministers  absent. J. A. Sloan, W. T. Savage, W. V. Frierson, James K. P. Newton, Jacob Beckley and G. A. Rogers.

Churches not represented. Ripley, Walnut Creek, Birmingham, Mt Zion, Harmony, Sa​lem, Providence, Unity, Bethel, Hebron, Banner, Corinth, Iuka, Boonville, Tupelo, Bald​wyn, New Hope, Tallahatchie, Pittsboro, Bethany, Gaston, Monroe, Pontotoc, Pisgah & Pontotoc 2nd Church.

J. W. Graham was chosen Mod., & W. I. Sinnott Temporary Clerk. 

Recess till 2 p.m.

After recess resumed business. Minutes of last stated & called meetings were read. 

The mod. announced the following committees.

Devotional Exercises, Rev. J. H. Gaillard & S. F. Abney.

Bills & Overtures, Gaillard, Bell & Bigger.

The Com. on Bills & Overtures reported, that a letter from Tombeckbee Pres. dismissing Rev J. P. Osborne to Chickasaw Pres. was placed in their hands, that it was in order, and recommended that proper steps be taken for his reception. After examination, he was re​ceived and his name enrolled.

James Rogers from Monroe Ch. appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.
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The com. also reported that M. M. Hooper, your licentiate, requested a letter of transfer to Paris Pres., and recommended that the request be granted. Report adopted.

Rev. J. P. Osborne & McLarty were appointed a com. on the Minutes of Synod.

The report of the trustees of the C. F. College was read & placed in the hands of the Com. on bills & Overtures.

Rev. Messrs Sinnott, Osborne & S. F. Abney were appointed a Standing Com. on the Sab​​bath. A communication from Dr. Stacy, chairman of the Assembly’s Com. on the Sab​bath, was read & referred to the Com. on the Sabbath.

Ten o’clock tomorrow morning was made the order of the day for hearing narratives from the churches.

Rev. Messrs. Graham & Osborne & James Rogers were appointed to prepare a report on the Sabbath.

Rev. S. W. Miller of the M. E. Ch. South was invited to a seat as a visiting brother.

Com. on Narrative to Assembly, Gaillard, Osborne & Bigger.

W. I. Sinnott was made Treasurer pro. tem. Commissioner’s Fund was called for and $53.50 were placed in his hands. He was directed to pay the Stated Clerk’s salary & place the remainder in his hands for Synodical & Gen. Assembly’s tax, and commissioner’s fund. Churches failing to respond, Iuka 1.00, Birmingham 2.00, Providence 3.50, Unity 2.50, Harmony 2.00, Gaston 1.50, Mt Zion 2.00, Walnut Creek 4.00, Lebanon 6.50, Bethany 2.50, [and] Salem 1.00. 

Bethany was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Pres. 

Adjourned till 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

W. I. Sinnott, Clerk pro. tem.

Friday morning

8 a.m.

Pres met & after spending half an hour in devotional exercises, the Minutes of yesterday were read, amended & adopted.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard, principal and W. T. Savage, alternate, with Ruling Elder F. F. Norton, principal, and D. A. Hill, alternate, were elected commissioners to the Gen. Assembly.

7:15 tonight was made the hour for hearing the Essay and
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Conference. 7:15 tomorrow night was appointed the hour for holding a meeting in the interest of Foreign Missions. 

B. F. Rasberry was granted leave of absence.

Rev. J. P. Osborne & Jas Rogers were appointed a Com. on the Records of Lebanon, Oak Forest, Hopewell, Tallahatchie & Pontotoc. Rev. J. W. Graham & Bigger on the records of Philadelphia, Monroe & Oak Grove. Sinnott, Graham & Barry on records of Corinth, New Hope & Boonville.

Rev. J. P. Osborne & J. A. Bell were appointed a com. to assign parts of trial to L. H. Kim​​mons.

Rev. Messrs Sloan & Newton sent up reasons for absence from the present sessions of Pres. which were sustained.

Rev. J. K. P. Newton sent up his resignation as chairman of the Com. of Education be​cause of ill health. Resignation accepted, and J. H. Gaillard & J. A. Bell were ap​pointed to write to him expressing our warmest sympathy with him in his affliction.

The following overture to Gen. Assembly presented by Rev. W. I. Sinnott was unani​mously adopted & ordered to be forwarded. The Pres. of Chickasaw assembled at Leba​non Church, April 4, 1884, respectfully over​tures the Gen. Assembly which convenes at Vicksburg, Miss., to send down to the presby​teries for their consideration an amendment to the Form of Government, Chap. V, Sec I, Paragraph III, which shall remove all ambig​uity and make it clear that ruling elders have the right to moderate church courts above the church Session. The amendment shall be an addition to the above-mentioned para​graph in these or similar words, viz.: When a Ruling Elder is elected Moderator, the Pres-bytery, Synod or Gen. Assembly shall appoint at that meeting, the minister to preach the opening sermon at the next regular meeting.








J. W. Graham, Mod.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.
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Recess till 10 o’clock.

After recess narratives were heard from the following churches: Oak Forest, Philadelphia, Lebanon, Tallahatchie, Unity, Hebron, Corinth and Boonville.

J. R. Barry from Tallahatchie Ch. appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Narratives were then heard from Tupelo, Hopewell, New Hope, Pontotoc, Monroe, Oak Grove and Ripley.

Rev. W. I. Sinnott, Dan. McFarland and J. A. Bigger were made a permanent Com. on Education.

The com to whom was referred the report of the trustees of C. F. College made the fol​lowing report which was adopted. See page 339. The trustees of the Chickasaw Female College respectfully submit this their report for the year ending this day and date. The institution has been for nearly seven years, and is now under the same head, W. V. Frier​son. Its career during these years has not been one of continued prosperity and success. The depressed condition of nearly all the business interests of the country has had its in​flu​ences on the prosperity of your college. At times its very existence seemed to be en​dangered. The past year, however, we are happy to report, is full of hope and encour​agement, and we think that with the aid of your hearty sympathy and cooperation it may now take on a solid and permanent growth, which will enable it to accomplish the great work in he cause of Christian education for which it was founded, and for which alone it should be kept in existence. 78 pupils have been enrolled in the different depart​ments, 6 of whom are boarders. 4 of these boarders have been furnished from
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Presbyterian families within your bounds, the largest number furnished by your body within the last 7 years, at any one time. The health of the teachers and pupils has been ex​cellent, and the work accomplished, as we are assured by teachers, more satisfactory than during any previous year. The deportment of the pupils too has been a decided im​prove​ment on former years. Our observation and information leads us to believe that the morals of the school are excellent. Its finances are in a healthy condition. It is free from debt with some balances due from rent and other sources. Several hundred dollars worth of repairs has been done in the past two years. Other is much needed. We hope the pa​tron​age of the school may soon increase sufficiently, that our rents may enable us to put the whole property in good repair and keep it so. We recommend that a com. of visitation be appointed by your body to be present at the commencement exercises 16th & 17th of June next. We also recommend that the places of trustees whose term now expires, be filled.




Jeff Wilson, Sec’y.


R. Bolton, President.

Rev. W. I. Sinnott and J. A. Bigger were appointed a special com. to attend the com​mencement exercises in the C. F. College on June 16 and 17. 

A letter from Rev. J. J. Anderson, giving the standing of Rev. G. A. Rogers, student at Tuscaloosa Institute, was read and received as information. 

A letter from M. T. Burton, candidate, was read and received as information.

The com. to assign parts of trial to L. H. Kimmons reported the following:

Latin thesis: An anima, immortalis sit.

Greek exegesis: Matt 25:1-13. Parable of the Ten Virgins.
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Popular lecture: John 10.1-18.

Sermon: Luke 24:26.

The coms on sessional records reported. Reports adopted.

A com. was appointed to visit the Ebenezer Church, formerly dissolved, and, if the way be clear to reorganize the same. Com. J. W. Graham, J. H. Gaillard and D. A. Hill.

Recess till 7:15 p.m.

After recess an essay on Repentance was read by Rev. J. H. Gaillard which was followed by a pleasant conference. Subject of the next essay, Parable of the Talents. J. W. Graham, Essayist.

Adjourned till 8 ¼ o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.








W. I. Sinnott, Clerk pro. tem.

The special com. appointed at last stated meeting, to report at this meeting on the over​tures sent down to the presbyteries, made the following report which was adopted. Your com. would recommend that Overture No. 3, on page 20 of the Minutes of 1883 be answered in the affirmative. That Overture No. 4, found on pages 50 and 51 be answered in the affirmative. That Overture No 5, page 51, receive the following answer—Yes, as soon as it can be constitutionally done. That Overture No 7, page 60, be answered in the negative. 

The Standing Com. on the Sabbath made a report which was adopted, and ordered to be sent up to Dr Stacy.

Dr Bell was granted leave of absence. 

Recess till 10:15 a.m.

After recess the Com. on S. Schools made a report which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard made a verbal report on Education which was received as information.

It was resolved that candidates under the care of this Pres. be required to consult the Pres. as to the place where they shall pursue their
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academic, collegiate & theological education; and when inconvenient to consult Pres., they shall consult the Com. of Education.








Recess till 2 ½ p.m.

The Narrative and Statistical Report to the Gen. Assembly were read, adopted and or​dered to be forwarded.

Com. on Minutes of Synod reported. Report adopted.

Recess of 20 minutes.

After recess the Com. on Home Missions made the following report which was adopted. The Com. of Home Missions would report to Pres. that the following churches have con​tributed the following amounts to the 3 objects embraced in this department of ch. work, viz.:

Sustentation



Evangelism


Invalid Fund

Pontotoc

Lebanon
6.25



2.00



5.50

Oak Forest
3.00



3.00



3.65

Zion

1.65



4.05



1.85

Ripley
          13.00                                       12.00                                       12.00

Walnut Creek

Bethel

Mt Zion           3.00

Corinth          12.65                                        18.70                                    
3.00

New Hope
1.90

Boonville

Iuka

Bethany

Baldwyn
4.00

Hebron

1.33



2.00



1.00

Gaston

2.00



1.50

Birmingham
2.20

Tupelo

5.00



2.50



5.00
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Providence








3.20

Unity





2.38





Salem

Monroe
5.00

Philadelphia




1.35

Tallahatchie








0.30

Hopewell
14.00


          13.70



6.65

Individuals








6.80

Churches 15   $74.98

Churches 9   $62.28

Churches 10  $40.95

Last Year

Churches 15  $50.65        
Churches 7   $18.65

Churches 9    $44.95

Total for this year $186.21; total for last year $129.00. Gain this year $57.21. Since the last meeting your com. has received and paid over to Rev. J. A. Sloan $50.00. the last in​stallment of the amount allowed by the Assembly’s Com. to supplement his salary for the year 1883. The com. have applied to the Central Com. for $150.00 to supplement the sal​ary of Rev. J. W. Graham for the present year. The first installment of which $75 has been received and paid over to him. They have applied for $100, to supplement the salary of Rev. J. H. Gaillard, the first installment $50 has been received and paid over to him. The com. also applied for $75 to supplement the salary of Rev. W. I. Sinnott. The Assem​bly’s Com. allowed $45 the first half of which $22.50 has been received and paid over to him. We have proper vouchers for the same. Mrs A. M. Mooney received $25.00
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It thus appears that the Pres. received from the Assembly’s Com. of Home Missions $320.00 and contributed only $186.21. In view of the fact that so many of our churches fail to contribute to the benevolent schemes of the Church, we recommend that the Pres. direct the sessions of our churches to see that the opportunity of contributing to the ben​evolent schemes of the Gen. Assembly be granted to their churches and to report at each spring meeting of Pres. on this subject. 

The Pres, at its last stated meeting adopted the following (page 321) viz.: The Com. of Home Missions was directed to consult with the sessions of our vacant churches, with ref​erence to grouping their churches, so as to secure more effectual support of the ordi​nances among them.” Soon after the adjournment of Pres. the com. visited Bethany, Iuka and Corinth Churches, and we corresponded with New Hope Ch., the result of which conference was that these 4 churches agreed to unite in the support of the same pastor, furnishing him with a manse and a salary of 650 or 700 dollars. Tupelo, Hebron and Zion have united in a group, and your com. were about ready to attempt to effect the grouping together of the churches between the Tupelo and the Corinth group, when these churches were visited by Rev. J. P. Osborne of Tombeckbee Pres., and New Hope, Boonville, Bir​m​ingham and Gaston employed him as their Stated Supply. Your com. can see no pos​si​bility of supplying the churches in this part of this Pres., unless they do enter into groups, each sufficiently strong to support a minister. This we feel is necessary to the prosperity and the very existence of these churches. Your com. would call the special at​tention of Pres. to the following action
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had last fall (See minutes page 326) That all our ministers be directed to ask their churches for 3 Sabbaths during spring, summer and fall, to be spent in missionary work, and that they be directed to go forth two and two, and wherever practicable hold pro​tracted meetings in all our vacant churches, securing as far as practicable the cooperation of the Eldership.








Respectfully submitted,








J. H. Gaillard.







Com.
W. V. Frierson.








J. M. Carter.

Recess till 7:15 p.m.

Rev. W. I. Sinnott, W. V. Frierson and S. F. Abney were appointed a com. to visit Sa​repta, and if the way be clear to re-organize a ch. there. 

A report on Foreign Missions was heard and a conference was held which was partici​pated in by several of the brethren.

Narrative to Assembly adopted and ordered to be forwarded.

The com. to whom was referred the report of trustees of the C. F. College would respect​fully present the following, viz.: The Pres. rejoices in the present prosperity and hopeful success of the C. F. C. in the future. We recommend 

1st that the following persons be elected to fill the place of those whose term of office expires at this time. Rev. J. W. Graham. Rev. J. K. P. Newton, J. H. Barr, Col. R. Bolton, Rev W. T. Savage and J. M. Carter.

2nd That Rev. W. I. Sinnott and Jas. Bigger be appointed to attend the commencement ex​er​cise on the 16th and 17th of June next.

Minutes of today read and approved.

After the usual vote of thanks Pres. adjourned to meet at Bethany Church on Thursday the 4th of
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September next. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








J. W. Graham, Moderator.








W. I. Sinnott, Clerk pro. tem.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.
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Bethany Ch, 

Sept 4, 1884.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Mod., Rev. J. W. Graham.

Ministers present. W. T. Savage, J. A. Sloan, J. W. Graham, J. H. Gaillard, W. V. Frier​son and W. I. Sinnott. Absent. J. P. Osborne, J. K. P. Newton, Jacob Beckley and Geo. Rogers (col.).

Churches represented

Corinth, A. A. McClaren.



Ebenezer, S. J. Bradsher.

Bethany, R. W. Paden.



Hebron, J. K. Means.

Providence, W. M. Roberts.



Tupelo, F. F. Norton.

Unity, J. B. Cook.




Boonville, W. G. McClaren.

Churches not represented

Pontotoc, Hopewell, Oak Grove, Oak Forest, Lebanon, Banner, Pittsboro, Philadelphia, Tallahatchie, Mt. Zion, Gaston, Zion, Walnut Creek, Salem, Birmingham, Bethel, Iuka, Pisgah (col.) and Pontotoc 2nd (col.).

After sermon Pres. was opened and constituted by prayer, and the election of W. V. Frier​son Mod., and F. F. Norton Temporary Clerk.

Recess was taken till 1 ½ o’clock.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard and the session of Bethany Ch. were appointed a Com. on Devotional Exercises.

Rev. J. W. Graham, W. I. Sinnott and W, M. Roberts a Com. on Bills and Overtures.

Rev. J. A. Sloan and Jas. Rogan a Com. on Minutes of Assembly. 

Auditing Com. Rev. W. T. Savage, J. K. Means and R. W. Paden. 

Com. on Narrative to Synod, Rev. W. I. Sinnott, J. A. Sloan and A. A. McClaren.

Com. on Assessments, Rev. W. T. Savage, J. H. Gaillard and D. A. Hill.

Commissioners to the last Assembly reported that they attended upon all the sessions of that body. Report approved and their diligence and fidelity commended.

Rev. W. V. Frierson with W. I. Sinnott as alternate and Ruling Elder W. M. Roberts with J. H. Barr alternate,
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were nominated commissioners to the next Assembly.

Corinth was chosen as the next place of meeting.

Report of standing Com. on Education was received and approved.

Report of Com to visit Chickasaw Female College in June 1884 was received and ap​proved and the diligence of the com. commended.

The com. appointed at the last stated meeting to visit Sarepta, asked for further time—re​quest granted.

The com. appointed to reorganize Ebenezer Ch. reported that they had discharged that duty. Adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.








F. F. Norton, Clerk Pro. Tem.

Sept 5, 

9 o’clock a.m.

Pres. met according to adjournment and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Min​utes of yesterday read, amended and approved. 

Elders W. G. McClaren from Boonville Ch. and S. J. Bradsher from Ebenezer appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were excused. 

Report of Auditing Com. was read, approved and is as follows, viz.: Auditing Com. ask leave to report that last year’s Stated Clerk’s salary was paid, that the Synodical and Assem​bly’s tax was paid and that the remainder of the money ($25) was divided equally between the delegates to the Assembly. The com. find all the money correctly accounted for and that Pres. owes Bro. Gaillard $10.30.

W. T. Savage.

R. W. Paden.
  Com.

J. K. Means.

Narratives from various churches were then heard. 

Recess was had till 1 ½ o’clock. 

After recess resumed business. Tomorrow at 11 o’clock was
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made the order of the day for hearing the Essay and Conference.

The Statistical Report was read, approved and ordered to be forwarded to Synod.

Rev. M. E. Tumlin of the M. E. Ch. South was invited to a seat as a visiting brother.

The Stated Clerk was instructed to notify sessions that they are required to furnish written narratives at each meeting of Pres. 

The Com. of Publication were instructed to apply to the Central Com. for a donation of books to Iuka Ch., to the amount of $20.

Recess of 15 minutes.

After recess the Com. on Assessments made the following report which was adopted, viz.:

Pontotoc        $6.00

Zion    
          $7.00

Tupelo           $8.00

Birmingham
3.00

Providence
7.00

Oak Forest
3.00

Corinth          10.00

Banner

4.00

Unity

5.00

Bethel

2.00

Boonville
3.00

Harmony
2.00

New Hope
5.00

Hopewell
8.00

Hebron

5.00

Gaston

2.50

Monroe
4.00

Iuka

2.00

Ripley            10.00

Oak Grove
9.00

Mt. Zion
3.00

Walnut Creek
6.00

Philadelphia
1.00

Ebenezer
2.50

Lebanon         10.00

Tallahatchie
5.00

Baldwyn
4.00

Bethany
.00

Salem

2.00

Total
      $143.00

The following report of Com. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly was adopted except Resolu​tion 3 which was referred to a special com. with instructions to report on the same at next stated meeting. Rev J. A. Sloan, J. H. Gaillard and F. F. Norton were made that com. We would call the attention of sessions to the recommendations of the Gen. Assembly found on pp. of Minutes 229-30 and would urge on sessions the adoption of these principles as far as possible in conducting S. Schools. 

2nd. We recommend that Overture
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No. 28 which reads as follows, viz: That the Confession of Faith be amended by striking from Page 4, Chap. 24, the following words: The man may not marry any of his wife’s kindred nearer in blood than may be of his own, nor the woman of her husband’s kindred nearer in blood than his own, be answered in the affirmative.

3rd. Also that Overture No 32 in regard to forming unions with other bodies of like faith and order be answered in the affirmative. 

All of which is respectfully submitted,

J. A. Sloan, Chairman of Com.

Supplies appointed at last meeting reported general compliance.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.








F. F. Norton, Temporary Clerk.

Sept 6,

9 o’clock a.m.

Pres. met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read, cor​rected and approved. It was made a standing rule, that the first order of the day, at each meeting, be the calling of the roll.

The following Com. of Home Missions was re-elected, viz.: Rev. W. V. Frierson, Rev. J. H. Gaillard and Prof. J. M. Carter.

Rev. J. A. Sloan, J. L. Wilkins and J. T. Reid were elected the Standing Com. of Foreign Missions.

Rev. W. I. Sinnott, D. McFarland and J. A. Bigger were re-elected Standing Com. on Education.

Rev. W. T. Savage, W. T. Steen, & T. J. Crawford were re-elected Standing Com. on Publication.

Dr J. W. Frazer was re-elected Presbyterial Superintendent of S. Schools.

Rev. W. I. Sinnott, J. P. Osborne and Jas. Rogers were elected as standing com.
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on the Sabbath.

The Com. on Foreign Missions made a report which was adopted.

Family worship was chosen as the subject for next Essay and Conference, and all our churches were recommended to have an Essay and Conference on the same subject be​fore the next stated meeting.

The Stated Clerk was directed to record every act of Pres. which is of the nature of a stand​ing rule in some special part of the Minute Book with date of adoption and page on which it may be found. The first order of the day for this afternoon was made the meeting in behalf of Home Missions. 








Recess till 11 o’clock.

After recess an essay was read by Rev. J. W. Graham followed by a pleasant conference.

Mr A. A. McClaren obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.








Recess till 1 ½ o’clock.

After recess the following resolution was adopted, Resolved that the thanks of this Pres. are hereby tendered to the members of this Ch. and the citizens of this community for their kind and generous hospitality in entertaining the members of Pres. during the pres​ent sessions; and that this paper be read from the pulpit tomorrow.

The Narrative to Synod was then heard, adopted and ordered to be forwarded.

A meeting was held in the interest of Home Missions, introduced by the following report from the Com. of Home Missions. The Com. of Home Missions would respectfully report that since the last meeting of Pres. all our churches have

[346]

been supplied with more or less preaching. An interesting meeting was held at Baldwyn in July when steps were taken looking towards the formation of another group of churches to be known as the Baldwyn Group. If this group can be effected, then all our churches will be practically grouped together. The session of Baldwyn Ch. also agreed to assemble the people together upon their day for worship and hold religious services. 








Respectfully submitted,








W. V. Frierson.








J. H. Gaillard.
    Com.








J. M. Carter.

The following resolutions were adopted, viz.: Resolved 1st that this Pres. declares its right to gather into groups those churches which cannot support a minister alone, and that the Pres. can exercise this power through a commission made up of the Com. of Home Mis​sions.

2nd That no vacant church which has been thus grouped with other churches by Pres. or the Com. of Home Missions shall be allowed to make definite arrangements for the servi​ces of a preacher without the permission of Pres. or the Com of Home Missions. 

Minutes of today read & adopted. Pres. then adjourned to meet in Corinth on Thursday before the last full moon in Apr. next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








W. V. Frierson, Mod.








F. F. Norton, Temporary Clerk.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.
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Examined in Synod, at Covington, Tenn., on the 24th day of October, 1884, and appro​ved, with this single exception. On p. 337 it is stated that, “Mrs. A. M. Mooney received $25.” The statement is incomplete, inasmuch as the object of the payment is not men​tioned.

S. C. Caldwell, Moderator.
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Corinth, Miss.

Thursday, April 23, 1885.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and after a sermon by the last Mod. present, Rev. J. W. Graham, was opened with prayer, when recess was had till 2 ½ p.m.

2 ½ p.m.

Pres. met and the roll being called, the following ministers were present, W. T. Savage, J. A. Sloan, J. W. Graham, J. H. Gaillard, J. K. P. Newton, W. V. Frierson and W. I. Sin​nott.

Churches represented.

Ripley

W. L. Nance.



New Hope
L. A. Hill, M.D.

Corinth
T. C. Jones.



Pontotoc
J. H. Barr.

Oak Grove
W. D. Reid.



Monroe
T. J. Crawford.

Hopewell
J. A. Bigger.



Providence
J. L. Reid.

Unity

J. P. Stovall.



Zion

J. F. Tankersley.

Tupelo

J. W. Frazer, M.D.


Hebron

J. K. Means.








Bethany
W. A. Tankersley.

Ministers absent.

J. P. Osborne, Jacob Beckley (c), G. A. Rogers (c)

Churches not represented.

Walnut Creek, Bethel, Lebanon, Oak Forest, Banner, Birmingham, Mt Zion, Talla​hat​chie, Harmony, Salem, Philadelphia, Ebenezer, Baldwyn, Gaston, Iuka, Pittsboro, Pisgah (c), [and] Pontotoc 2nd (c).

Rev. J. K. P. Newton was chosen Mod. and J. H. Barr Temporary Clerk. The Minutes of last meeting and the Standing Rules were then read.

Rev. T. H. Latimer presented a letter of dismission from North Miss Pres. to this Pres. and after satisfactory examination, he was received and his name enrolled. 

Rev. Messrs J. A. Sloan, W. V. Frierson and Dr. J. W. Frazer were appointed a com​mittee on Bills and
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Overtures.

Rev. T. D. Latimer and T. C. Jones were appointed a Com. on Devotional Exercises.

Rev. T. D. Malone of the M. E. Ch. South was invited to a seat as a visiting brother.

Rev. J. W. Graham, J. A. Bigger and M. L. Nance were appointed a Com. on Minutes of Synod.

Rev. Dr. Mitchell of the Cumberland Presbyterian Ch. and Superintendent of the Amer​ican Bible Society for the State was invited to a seat as a visiting brother.

Adjourned till 8 ½ tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.








Friday morning,








8 ½

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises.

The following coms. were appointed on sessional records, viz.: 

Ripley, J. P. Osborne and J. L. Reid.

Pontotoc and Hopewell, T. D. Latimer, J. P. Stovall and W. A. Tankersley. 

Zion and Tupelo, W. T. Savage, T. C. Jones and W. D. Reid. 

Unity and Providence, W. V. Frierson, L. A. Hill and T. J. Crawford.

Corinth and Oak Grove, J. A. Sloan, M. L. Nance and J. K. Means.

Hebron and New Hope, J. W. Graham and J. A. Bigger.

Monroe and Bethany, W. I. Sinnott and J. W. Frazer.

Boonville and Oak Forest, J. P. Osborne and J. L. Reid.

On Narrative to Gen. Assembly, J. W. Graham, L. A. Hill and W. A. Tankersley.

On Financial Report to Gen. Assembly, T. D. Latimer and T. J. Crawford.

On s. Schools, W. V. Frierson, J. W. Frazer and J. P. Stovall.

Rev. Messrs. J. H. Gaillard, T. D. Latimer and W. I. Sinnott were appointed a com. to revise the Standing Rules of Presbytery.

Rev. W. I. Sinnott was granted leave to preach at Banner during the remainder of the year. Rev. J. H. Gaillard to preach at Lebanon, Gaston, and Bethany. Rev. J. P. Osborne at New Hope, Ebenezer, Hebron and Tupelo. Rev. W. T. Savage at Salem, Oak Forest and Monroe.

7 ½ p.m. was fixed for hearing the Essay and Conference.

Commissioner’s Fund being called for the following churches paid the sums opposite their names.

Ripley
        $10.00

Hopewell
          $8.00

Pontotoc        $6.00

Monroe
4.00

Oak Grove

9.00

Birmingham
3.00
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Corinth        $10.00

Tupelo

          $8.00

Bethel            $2.00

Unity

5.00

New Hope

5.00

Hebron

5.00

Gaston

2.00

Banner


4.00

Walnut Creek
3.10

Tallahatchie
5.00

Bethany

4.00

Ebenezer
1.20

Zion

5.00

Providence

7.00

Boonville
3.00

Total $107.30.

The Treasurer was directed to pay to the Stated Clerk his salary and the Synodical tax; to pay him $10.30 on expenses to the last Gen. Assembly, to pay D. A. Hill $8.30 on ex​penses to the same. To pay over to the commissioners the Assembly’s tax $15.00 and to divide the remainder equally between the commissioners.

A communication from Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., concerning the Southwestern Presby​terian University, was received and placed in the hands of the following com., viz.: Rev. W. V. Frierson, T. D. Latimer and J. W. Frazer. 

2 o’clock was made the order of the day for hearing the Narratives from the Churches. 

The next succeeding order of the day was the hearing of an address from Rev. Dr. Mit​chell in behalf of the American Bible Society.

Recess till 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. the order of the day was taken up pending which, Rev. Jacob Beckley appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Pontotoc, Oak Grove, Monroe, Hopewell, Banner, Ebenezer, Unity, Zion, Tupelo, Heb​ron and Providence presented written reports.

Rev. Dr. Mitchell then addressed the Pres. in behalf of the Am. Bible Society. Rev. T. D. Latimer, L. A. Hill and J. A. Bigger were appointed a com. to prepare a minute expres​sing the sense of Pres. touching said address.

The coms. on the sessional records of Tupelo, Oak Grove, New Hope, Zion and Hope​well reported. Reports adopted. The com. on the records of Pontotoc Ch.
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reported that no entries had been made in the Book for 12 months. The pastor of the Ch. having stated that a number of meetings had been held, a vote of censure was passed upon the session of said Church.

The com. on the address of Dr. Mitchell presented the following, Resolved, that we have heard with pleasure the address of Dr. Mitchell and would express our hearty cooperation and sympathy with the work and would recommend this cause to our churches. Adopted.

Recess till 7 ½ o’clock.

At 7 ½ o’clock Pres. resumed business. 7 ½ o’clock tomorrow evening was made the order of the day for a meeting in the interests of Foreign Missions. 

Rev. J. K. P. Newton read an essay upon Family Worship which was followed by a pleas​ant conference upon the same subject. Pres. expressed its thanks to Bro. Newton for the efficient and faithful manner in which he had discharged his duty, and requested that a copy of the essay be sent to the Christian Observer for publication.

Dr. L. A. Hill obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres. and Mr L. B. Mitchell his alternate being present was enrolled as a member of Pres.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock.

Pres. met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The roll was called and the min​utes of yesterday were read and approved.

W. A. Tankersley, W. D. Reid and T. J. Crawford were appointed an auditing com. 

The Com. on Minutes of Synod made a report which was adopted. 

The com. on sessional records of Oak Forest Ch. reported. Report adopted. 

The Com. on Narrative to Gen. Assembly presented a narrative which was adopted and or​dered
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to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

Banner was chosen as the place of next meeting.

Reports were made on the records of Banner, Ebenezer, Tallahatchie, Boonville and Zion.

On account of sickness in his family, Rev. T. D. Latimer was granted leave of absence after this morning’s session. Leave of absence was also granted, after this morning’s ses​sion, to Dr. J. W. Frazer, W. D. Reid and M. L. Nance.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard was substituted as chairman of Com. on Financial Report to Gen As​sembly instead of Rev. T. D. Latimer. 

The com. appointed to visit Sarepta reported that the way was not open to organize a ch. at that place.

Com. on the Sabbath made a report, which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Mr. James Stacy.

Reports were made upon the records of Monroe, Bethany and Hebron. Reports adopted.

The standing Committee on Education made the following report, viz.: According to the statement of Dr. Richardson (our Sec. of Ed.) we have on our roll 235 candidates, 36 more than last year, 158 of whom are aided by the com. either wholly or in part. This is an increase of 25 in the number asking aid, 39 more than the number 2 years before and of course the contributions needed to aid them must be greater. The amount asked for them is about $21,000 and the chairman of your com. decided that $100, the amount ap​por​tioned by the Gen. Assembly as our pro rata part was the very least, the minimum amount that our Pres. should raise and this amount was apportioned to the churches as evenly as he could. As some churches would probably fail to make any collection at all and others would not contribute the full amount, the
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sum total apportioned was $140. The following table gives the amount asked of each ch. with the contributions for the last ecclesiastical year and the present year.

Apportioned


1883-4

1884-5

Ripley

10

12.00

14.00

Corinth
10

  3.15

  4.65

Oak Grove
10



Hopewell
10

  4.00

10.00

Tupelo

10



  5.00

Zion

  7

  1.40

  3.00

New Hope
  6

  2.35

  1.00

Providence
  6

  5.00

  8.90

Pontotoc
  8



  4.00

Unity

  5



  5.00

Hebron

  5



  6.50

Tallahatchie
  5

  1.85

  5.00

Bethany
  5



  5.00

Boonville
  4

Baldwyn
  4

  3.90

  2.50

Banner

  4



  8.05

Walnut Cr.
  4

Oak Forest
  3

  3.00

  3.00

Monroe
  2



  2.50

Iuka

  2



  2.00

Mt Zion
  3



  1.50

Gaston 
  1



  1.50

Harmony
  1

Birmingham
  1



  1.00

Bethel                1

Philadelphia
  1

    .75



Ebenezer
  1
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Salem

  1

Lebanon
10

  8.20

11.25

Apportioned



        $142.00
R. Kirkpatrick

$150.

Pd. 1883-4




45.60
Individuals

    25.20
Pd. 1884-5



          113.10                                         175.20

In regard to our candidates we report five, one of whom is in the seminary, two in college, one in the preparatory school and one has made no report to the com. for a year. Mr. L. H. Kimmons completes his second year in Union Theol. Sem. Of Va. This spring with a fair degree of scholarship. He will complete his full course in one year more. Mes​srs. Steen and Allen are at S.W. Pres. University where they reflect credit upon our Pres. by their devotion to study and high Christian manhood. Mr. Storment is in Mr. Carter’s school at Pontotoc where he has gained a desirable reputation both as a man and student. Of the fifth candidate, Mr Burton, the com. have received no communication and they sug​gest to Pres. that they consider whether his name should still be kept on the roll. Your com. request Pres. to ask the Central Com. through your chairman for the full ap​pro​pria​tion for your candidates, subject of course to any modification which may be needed by unforeseen future events. In conclusion brethren we beg you to remember this cause especially in your prayers and contributions, for faith and works must go hand in hand. Pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into his vineyard and then when he answers your prayers, remember he also tells you that the laborer is worthy of his hire and the young man who consecrates his time and talents to study in preparing
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for the ministry is as truly one of these laborers then as he is in afterlife as he stands on the sacred platform declaring the joyful message of salvation through a crucified Re​deemer.









Respectfully submitted,








W. I. Sinnott, Chairman.

Rev. Mr. Harrison of the M. E. Ch., South, was invited to sit with us as a visiting brother.

The Standing Com. on Publication reported that only 9 of our 32 churches had contrib​u​ted to this cause during the past year. The sum contributed was $34.00. Report appro​ved.

Rev. W. V. Frierson with W. I. Sinnott alternate and Ruling Elder W. M. Roberts with J. H. Barr alternate were elected commissioners to the ensuing meeting of the Gen. As​sem​bly.

Philadelphia Church was dissolved and the members transferred to Hopewell and Leba​non as they may elect.

J. H. Gaillard, J. H. Barr and W. B. Gilmer were appointed a com. to take charge of the Philadelphia Ch. property, dispose of same at their discretion, and report thereon to the next meeting of Pres.

W. G. McLaren was granted leave of absence after this morning’s session. Also Rev. Jacob Beckley.

Recess till 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. resumed business. Coms on the records of Unity, Providence and Ripley reported. Reports approved.

Statistical report to the Gen. Assembly then read, adopted and ordered to be forwarded. 

The Treasurer made the following report which was approved, viz.: The churches below have paid their assessments.

Ripley
          10.00

Hopewell
8.00

Pontotoc 
6.00

Monroe
4.00

Birmingham
3.00

Oak Grove
9.00

Corinth           10.00

Tupelo

8.00

Bethel

2.00

Unity

 5.00

N. Hope
5.00

Hebron

5.00
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Gaston

2.00

Banner

4.00

Zion

3.00

Tallahatchie
5.00

Walnut Creek
3.10

Bethany
4.00

Ebenezer
1.20

Providence
7.

Boonville
3.00

Total  $107.30

Salem




Assessed


$2.00

Oak Forest



Assessed


  3.00

Harmony



Assessed


  2.00

Iuka




Assessed


  2.00

Mt Zion



Assessed


  3.00

Baldwyn



Assessed


  4.00

Lebanon



Assessed


10.00

Philadelphia



Assessed


  1.00

Walnut Creek



Assessed


  2.90

Zion




Assessed


  4.00

Ebenezer



Assessed


  1.30







    Total          $35.20


Paid to Rev. J. H. Gaillard                                                                $55.30

Paid to D. A. Hill                                                                                  8.30

Total Expenditure                                                                               63.60









          107.20

Balance on hand





          $43.60

The Com. on Home Missions made the following report which was approved.

The Com. on Home Missions would respectfully report that the following churches have contributed the subjoined amounts to the three objects embraced under this cause, to wit:


Sustentation

Invalid


Evang.  

Oak Forest

$3.00


 $3.00


$2.00

Hebron


  7.40


   2.00


  6.50

Tupelo


  9.00


  


  2.40
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Lebanon

$6.75


$3.75


$5.00

Gaston


  5.00





  1.50

New Hope

  1.00


  1.00

Hopewell

14.00


  9.10


  8.10

Providence

  7.25


  2.80

Oak Grove

  2.75


  1.40

Monroe

  4.75

Baldwyn

  9.90

Bethany

  2.50

Ripley





12.00

Walnut Cr.




  2.10

Mt Zion




  2.00

Birmingham




  1.00

Tallahatchie




  1.05

Iuka


  2.25

No. Chs. 15
          $61.55
   No. Chs. 10 $41.20       No. Chs. 6 $25.50

Last Year.

No. Chs. 15
           $74.98
   No. Chs. 10 $40.95
      No. Chs. 9 $62.28

From other sources.



Sustentation

Invalid Fund

Evang.

S. Schools



    


    2.88

Corinth



    


    2.80

Providence

    

    2.00

Individuals
     9.00
  
  11.00

    
    5.00



Total
             $70.55
             $54.20

$33.30

The following churches have failed to contribute anything to this cause, viz.: Banner, Boon​​ville, Corinth, Philadelphia, Bethel, Harmony, Pontotoc, Salem, Unity, Pittsboro, Zion, Pisgah, Pontotoc 2nd. Thus it appears that three churches have contributed to each of the three objects, six to two, nine to one and thirteen to none.
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Your com. have received and paid out the following amounts and have proper vouchers for the same. Rev. J. A. Sloan $50 for the year 1884.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard $50 last installment for 1884.

Rev W. I. Sinnott $22.50 last installment for 1884.

Mrs. E. T. Mooney $25 from Invalid Fund, first installment for the year commencing Sept. 1, 1884.

They have applied for $100 to supplement the salary of Rev. J. P. Osborne $50 for Rev. W. I. Sinnott, $2.00 for salary of Rev. J. W. Graham. They have also applied for $100 from Invalid Fund for Rev. J. A. Sloan and $100 from the Colored Evang. Fund for Rev. G. A. Rogers. They have received and paid out $25 1st installment appropriated to Bro. Osborne this year; $12.50, 1st installment appropriated to Bro. Sinnott. Thus we ask for $600 and contribute 158.25. Your com. have sent out circulars to the delinquent chs. some of which have responded. All our churches have been supplied with preaching and a number of precious meetings were held and about 75 additions as the fruit of these meet​ings. The number of vacant chs. is smaller than for years and we feel that with united effort all our vacancies can be reached ere long under the guidance and blessings of the Great Head of the Church.


    W. F. Frierson.






Com.        J. H. Gaillard.







    J. M. Carter.

Rev. J. W. Graham was granted leave to preach ½ of his time at Ripley, ¼ at Walnut Creek and ¼ out of our bounds. Rev. W. V. Frierson was granted
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permission to preach one Sab. per month at Zion. Permission was given Rev. J. K. P. Newton to preach at Baldwyn, Unity and Providence one Sab. each. 

The com. appointed at the last meeting to bring in a report on Overture No. 32 sent down to the presbyteries by the last Assembly, reported recommending that the overture be ans​wered in the affirmative. The report was disapproved and the Overture was answered in the negative. 

The following trustees were elected instead of those whose term of office now expires, viz.: D. McFarland, Dr. J. W. Frazer, C. B. Mitchell, W. D. Reid, Dr. J. A. Bell and Dr. A. J. Hall. That O. C. Carr, be appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Jeff Wilson.

The Com. on Bills and Overtures presented a written request from members of Birming​ham Ch. for said ch to be dissolved and the members transferred to Gaston Church. The com. recommended the request to be granted and that Rev. J. H. Gaillard, the present Stated Supply of Gaston, be directed to install B. G. Christopher, with the consent of the members, as a Ruling Elder. Approved.

The same com. presented the following paper from Oak Forest Ch., viz.: The people of Oak Forest having lost, by death, our only elder and deacon, therefore we overture the Pres. of Chickasaw to appoint some minister and two elders empowered to order a meet​ing of our people to elect elders and deacons and install them. On recommendation of the com. the request was granted and Rev. W. T. Savage, James Rogers and T. J. Crawford were appointed said committee.

The com. presented the following overture from Unity Ch. The session of Unity Ch. would overture the Pres. as to how many ways a person may be received into the ch? May one be received on his or her
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deportment? The overture was placed in the hands of the following com. with instructions to report on the same at our next meeting. 

J. H. Gaillard, J. A. Sloan, J. P. Osborne, J. A. Bigger, T. J. Crawford and W. A. Tankers​ley.

The Com. on S. Schools reported, which report was recommitted.

Minutes of today were read and approved. 

The following standing coms. were elected: 

On Foreign Missions, Rev. T. D. Latimer, J. W. Graham and D. Street.

On Education, Rev. W. I. Sinnott, D. McFarland and Jas. A. Bigger.

On Home Missions, Rev. W. V. Frierson, J. H. Gaillard and J. M. Carter.

On Publication, Rev. W. T. Savage, T. J. Crawford and W. T. Steen.

On S. Schools, Rev. J. P. Osborne, J. W. Frazer and L. A. Hill.

On the Sabbath, W. I. Sinnott, J. P. Osborne and Jas. Rogers.

Recess till 7 ½ o’clock.

After recess the Com. on Foreign Missions made a verbal report, which was followed by an address in the interest of Foreign Missions. 

A vote of thanks was returned to the mem​bers of the ch. and citizens of Corinth for their kindness in entertaining the members of Pres. and to the Cumberland Presbyterians, Meth​​​​o​dist and Baptist Churches for tender​ing us the use of their houses of worship.

“Thy Kingdom Come” is the subject of the next Essay, Rev. J. P. Osborne, Essayist.

The following is the report of Com. on the S.W. Pres. University: Whereas we have re​ceived a communication from Dr. Waddel touching the S.W.P. University and whereas the Synod of Memphis at its last meeting called the attention of presbyteries under its care to the same subject, Resolved, 1st that we commend this institution to all our mem​bers as entirely worthy of their confidence and
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support. 2nd. That we approve the action of the Board of Directors in establishing a School of Theology in connection with the university and will give such material aid to the support of the professor in this school, Dr. J. R. Wilson, as we are able. 3rd. That each of our ministers take it upon himself to raise the following amount in his field of labor for the support of said professor, viz.: T. D. Latimer $12. W. V. Frierson $12. W. I. Sinnott $12. J. K. P. Newton $10. J. H. Gaillard $10. W. T. Savage $5. J. W. Graham $8. J. O. Osborne $12.—W. V. Frierson, T. D. Latimer and J. W. Frazer, committee.

The name of M. T. Burton Jr. was dropped from the roll [of candidates].

The Com. on S. Schools made a report which was approved. The Stated Clerk was di​rected to make the reports on Systematic beneficence, S. Schools and Narratives statis​tical. 

Pres. adjourned to meet at Banner Ch. on Thursday before the last full moon in Sept. next at 11 a.m.

Minutes read and approved. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.

J. K. P. Newton, Mod.

J. H. Barr, Clerk pro. tem.

J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.
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Banner Church,

Sept. 17, 1885.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and after a sermon by Rev. J. P. Osborne, the Mod. being absent, was called to order by Rev. J. H. Gaillard a former Mod. and opened with prayer.

Present

Ministers



Churches


Ruling Elders.

J. H. Graham.



Hopewell.


J. A. Bigger.

J. H. Gaillard.



New Hope


L. A. Hill, M.D.

W. T. Savage.



Banner.


J. H. Allen.

W. I. Sinnott.



Hebron.


J. K. Means.

T. D. Latimer.



Oak Grove.


J. F. Brown.

J. P. Osborne.

Rev. T. D. Latimer was chosen Moderator and J. A. Bigger Temporary Clerk.

Rev. D. C. Fouse of the M. E. Church South was invited to a seat as a visiting brother.

Recess till 3 p.m.

At 3 p.m. Pres. resumed business. The Minutes of the last meeting were read. The reading of the Standing Rules was postponed.

The following committees were appointed, to wit,

On Devotional Exercises, W. I. Sinnott and J. H. Allen.

Bills and overtures, J. H. Gaillard and L. A. Hill.

On Assessment, J. W. Graham, W. I. Sinnott, J. P. Osborne, J. A. Bigger and J. K. Means.

Minutes of Gen. Assembly, W. I. Sinnott, J. P. Osborne and J. A. Bigger.

Narrative to Synod, J. H. Gaillard, W. I. Sinnott and J. H. Allen.

J. A. Sloan presented reasons for absence from the present meeting which were sustained.

The special com. appointed at the last meeting to bring in a report on the overture from Unity Ch.
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made a report which was discussed at some length, when the following Substitute was adopted. The session of Unity Ch. are referred to Chapter 15, Sec 1 of the Rules of Dis​ci​pline or No. 276 of Book of Ch. Order. 

J. H. Gaillard, W. T. Savage and L. A. Hill were appointed a com. to bring in a memorial on the death of Judge James Rogan.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.








J. A. Bigger, Clerk pro. tem.

Friday morning Sept 18,

8 ½ o’clock.

Pres. met and spent half an hour in Devotional Exercises. Minutes of yesterday read and approved. 

The com. appointed to bring in a memorial of Judge Rogan, deceased, would report that the following memorial of Judge Rogan (which was then read before Pres.) was placed in our hands, and we recommend to Pres. the following paper, to wit; Pres. fully and most cordially endorse every word and sentiment in the memorial sent up to us from Ripley Ch. and recommend the session to have the same published in the Christian Observer.

Written narratives were called for, when three were presented, from Hopewell, Banner & Bethany.

The Com. on Education made the following report, which was adopted.

The Com. on Education beg leave to report that we have four candidates under our care. Mr L. H. Kimmons is at Union Sem. in Virginia and will doubtless complete his three years’ course next May. Mr F. L. Allen is at the S.W. Presbyterian University, where he proposes to enter the Theological Department this fall and
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also to finish up a few literary studies not yet fully completed. Mr G. H. Steen is also at S.W.P. University and has not yet completed his literary course. Mr J. Storment is at Pon​t​otoc in the Preparatory School under Mr Carter. The com. recommend that our Cen​t​ral Com. of Education be asked for the sum of $500 for these candidates, Messrs. Kimmons, Allen and Steen to receive $150 each and Mr Storment $50. In view of the importance of a definite amount of money being raised, the com. recommend that the Chs. be asked to raise not less than $150 and even more if possible, and that each church be asked to raise not less than the following amounts each. Ripley 12. Lebanon 12. Tupelo 12. Oak Grove 12. Corinth 12. Hopewell 12. Pontotoc 9. New Hope 7. Baldwyn 4. Providence 7. Beth​any 5. Hebron 7. Zion. Banner 5. Tallahatchie 5. Monroe 3. Walnut Creek 4. Boonville 4. Mt. Zion 2. Oak Forest 2. Gaston 2. Iuka 2. Bethel 1. Ebenezer 1. Salem 1. Total $156. If every Pres. and every Ch. will thus raise the amounts asked for, there will doubtless be the amount in the Treasury needed to fulfill our pledges to the students. This Pres. will make diligent efforts to secure collections for Education from all our churches. In behalf of the com. W. I. Sinnott, chairman.

The com. on Philadelphia Ch. property asked for further time. Granted. The com. was instructed when said property is sold, to turn over to Hebron Ch. $100, when the Ch. shall have raised $500.

The Com. on Minutes of Assembly made the
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following report which was received and the consideration of the same was made the first order of the day for this afternoon. The Com. on the Minutes of the Assembly reported as follows: On page 408, Item (1) Presbyteries are directed to see that all their Churches be furnished with a uniform system of blanks for making reports of S. Schools to Pres. for the Gen. Assembly. We recommend that the Stated Clerk be directed to procure and fur​nish these blanks to all our sessions. Ministers and sessions are directed to encourage the enlargement of S. School and bible instruction so as to embrace as far as practicable the adult portion of the congregation and train them for useful officers and workers in the Ch. (2) page 411, The Assembly recommends that the Form of Government, Chap. 7, Para​graph 3 be amended by adding to the said paragraph the following words, viz.: The pro​vision contained in the preceding paragraph for the amendment of the Book of Ch. Order shall not apply to this paragraph; but this paragraph shall be amended or altered only in the way in which itself provides for the amendment of the Confession of Faith and the Cat​echisms of the Church. Item (3) page 413, Presbyteries are directed to enjoin upon all their ministers to preach more frequently upon the subject of the Sabbath, and upon ses​sions to guard the people of God against the sin of Sabbath desecration, and to take notice of the violation of the Sabbath by members of the Church
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and to admonish and reprove them in the name of Christ, and if they persist in their in​fractions of the 4th Commandment, that it be regarded as an offense demanding and just​i​fying suspension. Item (4) page 421, The Gen. Assembly orders the Revised Direct​ory of Worship to be sent down to the presbyteries for their examination and criticisms to be re​ported back to the next Assembly for their action. We recommend that the matter be referred to a com. consisting of Revs. J. P. Osborne, T. D. Latimer and Ruling Elder L. A. Hill to examine, criticize and report on the same at the next regular meeting of Pres. Item (5) page 424, The Assembly recommends the following amendments to the Book of Ch. Order, 1st That in the Form of Gov., Chap. 5, Sec. 4, Par. 6, after the words of 1st clause, “in an orderly manner,” shall be inserted these words, “and in cases in which the Session can​not exercise its authority, shall have power to assume original jurisdiction.” 2nd That in Rules of Discipline, Chap. 5, Par. I after the words, “and in relation to other ch. mem​bers to the Session,” shall be added the words, “unless the Session shall be unable to try the person or persons accused, in which case the Pres. shall have the right of jurisdic​tion."”3rd That in Rules of Discipline, Chap. 7, Par. I, after the words, “to which such mem​bers belong,” shall be added the words, “except in cases in which the session is ren​dered incapable of exercising jurisdiction, in which case, process shall be entered before the Presbytery.” We recommend the
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adoption of these amendments. Item (6) Page 425, The Assembly recommends that pres​by​teries instruct every minister having the care of souls within our bounds to preach, dur​ing the month of October, or as soon thereafter as practicable (and frequently in the fu​ture) a sermon on the importance of family worship, to be followed by one on parental re​sponsibility; these sermons to be preached in every congregation, at a time most favor​able for a large attendance and that presbyteries require from every pastor as to his dili​gence in the performance of this duty: also that every minister read the Narrative on religion and the Pastoral letter on Family Worship. We recommend its adoption. Item (7) page 426, In regard to the amendment to the Form of Government, Chap. 4, Sec. 2, Par. 6, respecting Foreign Evangelists, we recommend that this be referred to a com. con​sisting of Rev. W. T. Savage, J. H. Gaillard and Ruling Elder J. W. Frazer, with instruc​tions to report on the same at next regular meeting. Item (8) page 427, Inasmuch as the amendment to the Confession of Faith, Chap. 4, Sec. 4 failed to be adopted through lack of the necessary three-fourths vote (though of the 69 presbyteries, 48 voted for the amend​ment, while only 7 voted against, and 14 failed to report), we recommend that this Pres. vote again on this matter and forward its vote to the next Assembly, so that the will of the Ch. may not be defeated through a failure to comply with the exact letter of the law respecting
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constitutional amendments. (9) page 430, That presbyteries be enjoined to require a col​lection from all the chs. under their care, in behalf of the Tuscaloosa Institute. Item (10) page 432, The Gen. Assembly’s recommendation, viz.: That to the clause in Form of Gov., Chap. 4, Sec. 3, Par. 2, stating that Ruling Elders “possess the same authority in the courts of the ch. as ministers of the word,” shall be added to the sentence, “When how​ever a Ruling Elder is Mod. of the Pres., Synod or Gen. Assembly, any official duty de​volving upon him, the performance of which, requires the exercise of functions pertain​ing only to the teaching elder, shall be remitted by him, for execution, to such minister of the word, being a member of the court, as he my select.” We recommend its adoption.

          —In behalf of the com, W. I. Sinnott.

Items 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, were adopted. Items 3, 8 and 10 were lost. 

Recess till 2 p.m.

After recess, resumed business. Seven o’clock p.m. was made the order of the day to hear the Essay and Conference.

The Com. on Bills and Overtures presented the following overtures from J. K. Means, 1st. Have the private members of a ch. or the session the right to ask a transient minister to preach in their church? 2nd. Should any but a minister in some orthodox branch of the ch. be allowed to preach in our chs? with the following answers, 1st. The Session of the 
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Ch. alone has the right to allow a transient minister to preach in a vacant church. 2nd. None but ministers in orthodox branches of the Ch. should be allowed to preach in our churches. Report adopted.

The Com. on Assessments made the following report which was adopted, viz.: Assessed, Zion $7. Providence $7. Pontotoc $6. Banner $4. Corinth $10. Boonville $3. Bethel $2. Hopewell $8. New Hope $5. Monroe $4. Gaston $3.50. Oak Grove $9. Ripley $10. Tal​lahatchie $5. Walnut Creek $6. Salem $2. Tupelo $8. Lebanon $10. Bethany $4. Oak For​est $2. Unity $5. Mt. Zion $2. Harmony $3. Ebenezer $2. Hebron $7. Baldwyn 44. Iuka $1. Total $139.50.








—J. W. Graham, Chairman.

Rev. T. D. Latimer, with Rev. J. P. Osborne alternate, and Ruling Elder H. H. Kimmons with T. J. Crawford alternate were nominated commissioners to the Gen. Assembly.

Rev. W. I. Sinnott reported his attendance upon the last meeting of the Assembly.

Hebron was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Recess till 7 p.m.

At 7 p.m. an interesting essay was read by Rev. J. P. Osborne followed by a pleasant con​ference.

Ephesians 2nd [chapter] and 1st [verse] was chosen as the subject for next Essay. W. T. Sav​age, Essayist.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock

Pres. met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read and approved.

A meeting in the interest of Home Missions was made the order of the day for 3 p.m.
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The Stated Clerk presented the Statistical Report to Synod which was adopted and or​dered to be forwarded.

The com. to revise the Standing Rules presented the following rules (see page 422) which were adopted.  

Recess till 2 ½ p.m.

After recess the com. on the Narrative to Synod reported. Report adopted and ordered to be forwarded.

Rev. T. D. Latimer was granted permission to labor one-fourth of his time out of our bounds.

At 3 p.m. a pleasant meeting was held in the interest of Home Missions.

The Standing Rule that our ministers should go forth and hold protracted meetings in our fields was generally observed.

The Ch. at Pittsboro was dissolved and its members transferred to Banner Ch.

        Recess till after Divine Service tonight.

After divine service a vote of thanks was tendered to the members of Banner Ch. and citi​zens of the community for their kind hospitality in entertaining the members of Presby​tery.

Minutes of today read and approved.

Adjourned to meet in Hebron Ch. on Thursday before the last full moon in April next, at 11 a.m. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.







T. D. Latimer, Mod.







J. A. Bigger, Temporary Clerk.







J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.

[371]

The following minutes were overlooked in recording the above:

Ministers absent, J. K. P. Newton, W. V. Frierson, J. A. Sloan, Jacob Beckley (c), and Geo. Rogers (c). Churches not represented Pontotoc, Monroe, Providence, Zion, Bethany, Walnut Creek, Bethel, Lebanon, Oak Forest, Mt. Zion, Tallahatchie, Salem, Harmony, Ebenezer, Baldwyn, Gaston, Iuka, Ripley, Corinth, Unity, Tupelo, Boonville, Pisgah (c), [and] Pontotoc 2nd (c).







J. H. Gaillard, S. C.

Examined in Synod at Jackson [Tenn.], Oct 15

And approved.


A. H. Caldwell, Moderator.
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Hebron Ch., Apr. 15, 1886,

11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and after a sermon by the Mod. was constituted with prayer.

Ministers Present.

J. A. Sloan, J. P. Osborne, T. D. Latimer, W. I. Sinnott and J. H. Gaillard. Absent, W. T. Savage, J. W. Graham, W. V. Frierson, G. A. Rogers (c) and Jacob Beckley (c).

Churches Represented.

Elders





Churches

D. R. Paden.




Bethany.

L. B. Mitchell.




New Hope.

B. G. Christopher.



Gaston.

W. T. Allen.




Banner.

S. D. Kyle.




Hebron.

J. M. Boone.




Corinth.

J. Sisk.





Providence.

H. H. Kimmons.



Hopewell.

G. W. Lockhart.



Pontotoc.

J. F. Tankersley.



Zion.

R. B. Marion.




Oak Grove.

F. F. Norton.




Tupelo.

Churches not Represented.

Tallahatchie, Lebanon, Monroe, Salem, Unity, Bethel, Baldwyn, Boonville, Ebenezer, Iuka, Mt. Zion, Ripley, Harmony and Walnut Creek.

W. I. Sinnott was chosen Mod. and L. B. Mitchell Tem. Clerk. 

Recess till 2 p.m.

After recess the Minutes of the last stated meeting and the Standing Rules were read.

W. T. Allen was elected Treasurer.

The following coms. were appointed.

On Bills and Overtures, T. D. Latimer, J. P. Osborne and G. W. Lockhart.

On Minutes of Synod, J. A. Sloan, R. B. Marion, and
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J. F. Tankersley.

Auditing Com., W. D. Paden and S. D. Kyle.

On S. Schools, J. P. Osborne and J. Sisk.

On Financial Report to Assembly, J. H. Gaillard.

The following ch. records were placed in the hands of the following coms. 

Providence, Hopewell, Tallahatchie and Hebron. Com. J. A. Sloan and R. B. Marion.

Oak Forest, Gaston, Zion and New Hope. Com. T. D. Latimer, W. T. Allen and S. D. Kyle.

Oak Grove, Banner and Bethany. Com. J. P. Osborne, G. W. Lockhart and J. Sisk.

The examination of Mr. L. H. Kimmons was made the order of the day for 2 o’clock to-

​morrow afternoon.

The com. on Philadelphia Ch. property asked for further time. Granted.

Rev. T. D. Latimer with J. W. Graham alternate and Ruling Elder H. H. Kimmons with T. J. Crawford alternate were elected commissioners to the ensuing Gen. Assembly.

The hearing of the Narrative was made the 1st order of the day for tomorrow morning.

Rev. Messrs. Sloan and Gaillard and G. W. Lockhart were appointed a com. to nominate coms., whose business it shall be to examine applicants for licensure and ordination.

Adjourned to meet at 8 a.m. tomorrow. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

8 o’clock.

Pres. met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

W. I. Sinnott, J. P. Osborne and J. F. Tankersley were appointed a com. on Narrative to the Assembly.

Narratives from the following chs. were heard. Ripley, Walnut Creek, Gaston, Bethany, Oak Grove, Oak Forest, Banner, Hopewell, Unity, Baldwyn, New Hope, Tallahatchie, Hebron, Zion, and Corinth.

H. H. Kimmons from Hopewell, J. M. Boone from
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Corinth C. and F. F. Norton from Tupelo appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tar​diness.

Monroe was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Pres.


The order of the day for this afternoon was changed from 2 to 3 o’clock in order that the Rev. J. H. Gambrell might address the people upon the subject of Temperance.

Recess for 10 minutes.

After recess the order of the day for 3 o’clock was taken up and the trial sermon of L. H. Kimmons was heard and sustained as part of trial.

Rev. R. F. Bunting, D.D., of the Pres. of Nashville was invited to a seat as a correspond​ing member.

Recess till 2 p.m.

After recess resumed business. The com. to nominate persons to conduct the examination of applicants for licensure and ordination made the following report, which was adopted. Your com. would nominate the following coms. to conduct the examination of applicants for licensure and ordination, viz.: Latin and Greek, J. A. Sloan and W. I. Sinnott. Heb​rew, Sinnott and Latimer. Mental Science, Ethics, Mathematics, Logic and Rhetoric, W. V. Frierson and J. P. Osborne. Natural and Revealed Religion, J. A. Sloan and J. W. Gra​ham. Ecclesiastical History, Ch. Government and the Sacraments, J. H. Gaillard and W. T. Savage.








J. A. Sloan, Chairman of Com.

Mr. Kimmons was then examined on Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Mental and Moral Science, Mathematics Logic, Rhetoric, Natural and Revealed Theology, Ch. History, Ch. Gov. and the Sacraments, which were sustained as parts of trial.

Rev. A. J. French of the Cumberland Pres. Ch. was invited to a seat as a visiting brother.

The Latin thesis of Mr. Kimmons was placed in the
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hands of a com. consisting of W. I. Sinnott.

Dr. Bunting, Financial Agent of the S.W. Pres. University delivered an address in behalf of that institution. A vote of thanks was tendered for the same and the university was com​mended to the confidence and patronage of our people.

Adjourned till 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Sat. morning

8 o’clock.

Pres. met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read and ap​proved.

The com. on the Latin thesis of Mr. Kimmons reported, recommending that it be sus​tained as a part of trial. Report adopted.

The various coms. on sessional records reported. Reports approved.

The Greek exegesis and popular lecture were heard and sustained as parts of trial. The ex​amination was then sustained as a whole and Mr. L. H. Kimmons was duly licensed to preach as a probationer for the gospel ministry. On his own application he was trans​fer​red to the care of Tombeckbee Pres.

The report on Systematic Beneficence, the Statistical Report and the report on S. Schools were read approved and ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly. The report on the Sabbath was approved and ordered to be forwarded to Rev. James Stacy, D.D.

Rev. T. D. Latimer was allowed to preach at Corinth two Sabs. in the month and at Tu​pelo one, till Jan. next.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard obtained leave to preach to Lebanon Ch. two Sabs. in the month and to Gaston and Bethany each one Sab. Banner Ch. obtained leave to receive the ministerial services of Rev. W. I. Sinnott for one-fourth his time. Rev. J. P. Osborne was allowed to supply New Hope, Hebron, Providence and Unity each one Sab. in the month.
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Permission was granted Messrs. Allen and Steen to labor among our vacant chs., during the summer, under the direction of the Com. of Home Missions.

The Narrative to the Assembly was read, approved and ordered to be forwarded.

The Com. on [the] Revised Directory for Worship presented certain criticisms on the same but expressed opposition to any new directory. Report unanimously adopted.

The special com. to report to this Pres. on the proposed amendment to the Book of Ch. Or​der, on the “powers of the Evangelist in the foreign field” recommended that the amend​​ment be not granted. Report adopted.

The following Standing Coms. were elected. On Home Missions, J. H. Gaillard, W. V. Frierson and Elder J. M. Carter. On Foreign Missions, W. I. Sinnott, J. A. Bigger and H. H. Kimmons. On Education, T. D. Latimer and Elders J. M. Boone and T. C. Jones of Corinth Ch. Publication, J. P. Osborne and L. A. Hill. Permanent Com. on the Sab., Rev. T. D. Latimer.

The Treasurer made a report which was received and placed in the hands of the Auditing Com.

J. M. Boone was elected S. School Superintendent.

Bills against the Pres. were presented by W. I. Sinnott and W. M. Roberts, our last com​missioner to the Assembly were placed in the hands of the Auditing Com., which com. afterwards reported that they had examined the same and the Treasurer’s report and found them correct. The Treasurer was directed to pay 1st the accounts of Messrs. Sinnott and Roberts, 2nd to pay the Stated Clerk’s salary, 3rd the Gen. Assembly’s tax, 4th the Synodical tax and the remainder to divide equally between the two 
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commissioners.

Recess till 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. resumed business. Rev. J. K. P. Newton was dismissed to the Pres. of Central Texas.

A meeting in the interest of Foreign Missions was made the order of the day for 7 ½ o’clock this evening. The essayist, Rev. W. T. Savage, being absent and the Pres. being pressed for time, the Conference was dispensed with. Titus 3rd and 5th was chosen as sub​ject for next Essay. Rev. W. I. Sinnott Essayist.

Ministers were called upon to know whether they had preached upon the subject of Fam​ily Worship as directed at the last stated meeting. General compliance was reported. 

The Com. on Education made the following report which was adopted. We have 4 candi​dates under our care. One of these, Mr. L. H. Kimmons has finished his three years’ course in theology and will apply for licensure at this meeting. Messrs. Allen and Steen are pursuing courses of study at the S.W.P. University which embrace studies that are partly literary and partly theological. Mr. Storment is under Mr. Carter at Pontotoc, but has recently been compelled to leave for want of funds. The Central Com. asked us to raise 200 dollars as our quota of the funds needed to carry on this work. Feeling a doubt of our ability to do this, we fixed 150 dollars as the mark at which we would aim, and we have not succeeded in raining even this amount. Dr. Richardson reports $99.95 that has been contributed in the Pres. Brethren, what action will you take? Had every ch. re​sponded and contributed the amount asked for, we should not have the record, as a Pres. that we now have. Young men have been promised a
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definite amount by the Ch. and on this promise have gone on in their studies, and unless funds are raised to pay for them what we have promised, they must leave the schools, in debt, with their good name and ours tarnished and all because our people have failed to keep their obligation. What shall we do about it? The figures below will show the amount asked for and the amount raised.

Asked of Ripley
12.


Amount paid, Ripley

12.

Asked of Corinth
12.


Amount paid, Corinth

  5.

Asked of Hopewell
12.


Amount paid, Hopewell
12.

Asked of Lebanon
12.


Amount paid, Lebanon
  7.

Asked of Oak Grove
12.


Amount paid, Oak Grove
  9.15

Asked of Tupelo
12.


Amount paid, Tupelo

  5

Asked of Pontotoc
  9.


Amount paid, Pontotoc
  4.

Asked of Providence
  7.


Amount paid, Providence
  2.

Asked of New Hope
  7.


Amount paid, New Hope
  2.45

Asked of Hebron
  7.


Amount paid, Hebron

  7.10

Asked of Zion

  7.


Amount paid, Zion

  

Asked of Bethany
  5.


Amount paid, Bethany
  5.60

Asked of Tallahatchie
  5.


Amount paid, Tallahatchie
  4.15

Asked of Banner
  5


Amount paid, Banner

  8.35

Asked of Unity
  5


Amount paid, Unity

Asked of Boonville
  4


Amount paid, Boonville

Asked of Baldwyn
  4


Amount paid, Baldwyn
  2.50

Asked of Walnut Ck
  3


Amount paid, Walnut Ck
  1

Asked of Monroe
  3


Amount paid, Monroe

Asked of Mt Zion
  2


Amount paid, Mt Zion

Asked of Oak Forest
  2


Amount paid, Oak Forest

Asked of Iuka

  2


Amount paid, Iuka

  2

Asked of Bethel
  1


Amount paid, Bethel

Asked of Gaston
  2


Amount paid, Gaston

  2.95

[379]

Asked of Ebenezer
  1


Amount paid, Ebenezer
  1

Asked of Salem
  1


Amount paid, Salem








Respectfully submitted,








W. I. Sinnott.

Leave of absence was granted J. F. Tankersley, J. Sisk and F. F. Norton.

Trustees of the C. F. College whose terms of office expire at this time were re-elected.

The elders were called upon to know if their sessions had given an opportunity to their con​gregations to contribute to all the schemes of beneficence. Those who had failed were excused, the Pres. by using the term excuse meaning to censure the sessions for neglect of duty.

Recess till 7 ½ o’clock.

The Com. on Bills and Overtures reported that a letter from our Sec’y of Foreign Mis​sions had been placed in their hands in which this Pres. was asked to apportion among our chs. the sum of $215.00 to be raised for F. Missions. Report approved and the Com. on For. Missions was directed take such steps as in their judgment they thought best to raise said amount. An interesting meeting in behalf of F. Missions was held and a col​lection was taken up.

The usual vote of thanks was tendered. Minutes of today were read and approved. Pres. ad​journed to meet at Monroe Ch. on the 9th of Sept. next at 11 a.m. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








W. I. Sinnott, Mod.








L. B. Mitchell, Clerk pro tem.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.
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Monroe Ch., Sept. 9, 1886

11 o’clock a.m.

Pres. met according to adjournment. After a sermon by the Rev. W. I. Sinnott, Mod. from Phil 3:14, Pres. was constituted with prayer. 

Ministers present, J. H. Gaillard, W. T. Savage, W. I. Sinnott, T. D. Latimer.

Churches




Elders present.

Lebanon.




W. H. Jernigan.

Monroe.




W. D. McJunkin.

Oak Forest.




W. J. Newell.

Pontotoc.




G. W. Lockhart.

Zion.





J. H. League.

Hopewell.




J. M. Kimmons.

Tallahatchie.




J. J. Nichols.

Unity.





J. B. Cook.

Tupelo.




J. R. Dickson.

Ministers absent: W. V. Frierson, J. W. Graham, J. P. Osborne, J. A. Sloan, Jacob Beck​ley, [and] G. A. Rogers.

Churches not represented: Walnut Creek, Ripley, Bethel, Mt Zion, Bethany, Iuka, Cor​inth, Boonville, Ebenezer, Baldwyn, Hebron, Gaston, Providence, Salem, Banner, Har​mony, Pontotoc 2nd, [and] Pisgah.

W. T. Savage was chosen Mod. and J. M. Kimmons Clerk pro tem. 

Recess till 1 ½ o’clock.

After recess Minutes of last meeting and Standing Rules were read. W. T. Savage gave reasons for absence from last meeting which were sustained. He and W. D. McJunkin were appointed the Com. on Devotional Exercises.

W. I. Sinnott, Cook and Dickson, Com. on Minutes of Assembly. T. D. Latimer, League and Newell on Bills and Overtures. Rev. J. H. Gaillard, McJunkin, Lockhart, Kimmons and Cook on Assessment.
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Gaillard, Latimer, Dickson and Newell on Narrative to Synod. Lockhart and Kimmons, Auditing Com.

The Com. on Philadelphia Ch. property reported that they had made no progress since last meeting. Report approved and com. continued.

T. D. Latimer reported his attendance and that of H. H. Kimmons upon the last meeting of the Assembly. Adjourned til 8 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning

8 o’clock.

Pres. met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read and approved.

W. T. Allen from Banner Ch. appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Narratives on the state of religion being called for, the following Chs. responded: Leb​a​non, Oak Forest, Pontotoc, Zion, Hopewell, Tallahatchie, Unity, Banner, Monroe, Ripley, Bethel, Walnut Creek, Corinth, Bethany and Gaston.

The Com. on Minutes of the Assembly made the following report, which was approved and the Stated Clerk was directed to send a copy of the same to the Christian Observer for publication. Our ministers were directed to read the same to their chs. We find the following items of interest to which our attention should be called. On pages 28 & 29, Presbyteries should urge the chairmen of presbyterial committees to enquire more par​ticu​larly into the financial resources of such candidates as apply for aid and urge them to draw on all private resources to complete, or at least supplement, the funds necessary for their education. Presbyteries should urge the chairmen of presbyterial coms. to inform pastors and sessions during the month of Oct. of the pressing needs of this cause. The last Thursday in Jan. 1887 is set apart as
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a day of special prayer for schools, colleges & seminaries of learning and God’s people are urged to gather in their respective places of worship and implore God to pour out his Spirit upon the youth of our land. Every minister educated, in whole or in part, by the Ch., shall, after licensure, be encouraged to give some time to the domestic field in his Pres. or in such field as his Pres. may direct. On page 35, We are urged to extend the circulation of The Missionary, our monthly periodical of foreign missions as a means of increasing the interest among our people in the great cause of sending the gospel to the heathen. The Foreign Missionary Com. are authorized to call for free-will contributions from our people to the foreign missionary treasury during the months of Oct. and Feb. in addition to the regular collection in May. On page 44 attention is called to the fact that we have attached too little importance to the evangelistic work and office, and to this lack may be attributed, perhaps, the rise of so much irresponsible evangelism through the land. On this subject the Assembly reminds the Churches (a) that Presbyterianism cannot ac​com​plish its mission, unless it become aggressive; (b) that constant aggressiveness, in other words, preaching the gospel to the regions beyond, is one great mission of the Ch; (c) that preaching the gospel to the poor is the distinguishing characteristic of the Ch. On page 45, Presbyteries are recommended to see that their reports on S. Schools are as full and complete as possible and attested by the Stated Clerk; to devote one day during either the spring or fall meetings of
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Pres. for holding a S. School convention or institute; to appoint as Chairman of the S.S. Com. such minister or ruling elder as will be diligent in collecting statistics from all S. Schools in our bounds. Presbyteries are also recommended to urge sessions to see that, where practicable, teachers’ meetings are held weekly for the study of the lesson and that teachers’ prayer meetings are held for a short service before the opening of the school; to see that our own books and papers are taken and used and where others are taken they should see that they are sound in the faith as held by the Presbyterian Ch.; to use dili​gence to secure the attendance of older persons on the S. School, that the school may be what it ought to be, the Ch. studying the Word of God; to have the school contribute to all of the 7 benevolent causes of the Ch., wherever practicable: to use the utmost oversight to have the Shorter Catechism thoroughly taught in the family and s. School; to see that teach​ers and pupils use their Bibles alone in the class instead of using the lesson leaflet. On page 52 Presbyteries are recommended to enjoin upon all their ministers to preach more frequently on the subject of the Sabbath and upon sessions to guard the people of God against the sin of Sabbath desecration and to take notice of Sabbath violation by members of the Ch. and to admonish and reprove them and if they persist in the violation of the Sabbath day to discipline them. The Assembly condemns most emphatically the running of Sunday trains on our R.Rs. and the issuing of newspapers on Sunday. On page 53, we are informed that the collection on the 1st Sab. in Dec. is for the evangelization of the colored race and the fund thus collected is to
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be devoted, first, to the support of Tuscaloosa Institute, and the surplus is to be used in the employing of evangelists to the colored people. On page 54 we are informed that the proper term to designate the ruling elder who represents his Ch. in Pres. is not “delegate” but “representative.” 

W. I. Sinnott, Chairman.

The hearing of the Essay and Conference was made the order of the day for 11 o’clock.

The Treasurer made a report which was received and placed in the hands of the Auditing Com. and he was instructed to write to the delinquent churches, directing them to make immediate payment of amounts due.

The name of Bethel Ch. was changed to that of Dumas. 

Examination of Candidates Steen and Allen was made the order of the day immediately after recess.

The meeting in behalf of Home Missions was made the first order of the day for to​mor​row morning.

At 11 o’clock the essay was read, followed by a pleasant conference. Rom 8-10 was made the subject for next Essay. J. A. Sloan Essayist.

Recess till 1 o’clock p.m.

After recess candidates Steen and Allen were examined on Latin, Greek, Mental and Moral Science, Rhetoric and Logic. Examination sustained.

Rev. Jacob Beckley appeared and gave reasons for tardiness. He was excused.

The Auditing Com. reported that they had examined the treasurer’s book and found the same correctly kept. Report approved.

W. T. Allen and J. B. Cook were granted leave of absence after this afternoon’s session.

Rev. Messrs. Sinnott and Savage and J. R. Dickson
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were appointed a com. to select subjects to be assigned Messrs. Steen and Allen as parts of trial.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning

8 ½ o’clock.

Half an hour spent in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read, amended and ap​proved. 

Rev. W. V. Frierson appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained. 

The order of the day was taken up and the meeting in the interest of Home Missions held.

The Com. presented the following report. The Com. of Home Missions would report that they have received from the Sustentation Fund the following amounts since their last annual report, to wit:

May 21, 1885
Rev. J. W. Graham

$25.00

Dec. 22, 1885
Rev. W. I. Sinnott

  12.50

Dec. 22, 1885
Rev. J. P. Osborne

  25.00

Dec. 22, 1885
Rev. J. W. Graham

  25.00

Apr. 12, 1886  Rev. W. I. Sinnott

  25.00





Total  $112.50

These sums have all been paid over to the parties for whom intended as shown by re​ceipts herewith presented. Your com. received only one application from this fund for the present year. This was from Banner Ch. for $50 to supplement the salary of Rev. W. I. Sinnott, one-half of which has been received and included in the foregoing. Since our last report we have received from the Invalid Fund and paid over the following amounts for which we herewith present receipts, to wit:

Apr. 29, 1885
Mrs. E. T. Mooney

$25.00

Nov. 16, 1885
Mrs. E. T. Mooney

  37.50
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Mar. 27, 1886
Mrs. E. T. Mooney

$37.00

Nov. 5, 1885
Rev. J. A. Sloan

  50.00

Mar. 27, 1886
Rev. J. A. Sloan

  50.00





          $200.00

Iuka, Mt Zion, Boonville, Ebenezer, Baldwyn, harmony, Salem and Bethel except on 5th Sabs., have been vacant during the year. In obedience to the direction of Pres. your com. secured the services of our candidate G. H. Steen in behalf of Baldwyn, Boonville, Ebe​nezer and Iuka during most of his vacation and from the light before us, we are glad to re​port that his ministrations were very acceptable to those Chs. Our com. made arrange​ments to have Mr. F. L. Allen to labor at Mt. Zion, Bethel and Dumas (4 miles from Be​thel) and he visited us on his way to those points, but our com. were persuaded that his health demanded all the rest he could get during vacation and acting upon our advice, he returned home. For a number of years we have had to report a no. of vacant chs. Why is this? Is there no way to remedy the evil? Your com. see but two ways by which all our chs. can be supplied with regular preaching. 1st. By the employment of an Evangelist  to labor among our vacancies, and at destitute points. Two difficulties attend to this plan. The one is, that Pres. feels itself too poor. The second is, that if we had an Evangelist he could not visit these vacant chs., and such destitute points as he ought to visit, more than once in two months. 2nd. If Pres. should group together all her chs. or if the chs. should agree to group themselves, all could
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be supplied with regular preaching by the ministers now laboring our bounds, and several destitute points could be reached besides. The mournful fact forces itself upon your com. that unless one of the above two plans be adopted, it is only a question of time as to our Presbytery’s becoming too weak to stand upon its feet alone. The financial part of the report was placed in the hands of the Auditing Com.

Harmony Ch. was dissolved and its members transferred to Zion Ch.

The Auditing Com. reported that they had examined the financial part of the report on Home Missions and found the same correct. Report approved.

Prof. W. D. Hedleston, a candidate for the ministry under the care of Tuscaloosa Pres. was received under the care of this Pres. from Tuscaloosa Presbytery by a letter of trans​fer. The following parts of trial were assigned him. Trial Sermon, Rom. 6:4; Popular lec​ture, 23rd Psalm; Greek exegesis, Rom. 15:1-6; Latin thesis, An sit Christus Deus?

11 o’clock was made the order of the day to hear his trial sermon. That hour having arrived the sermon was heard and sustained as a part of trial. His Latin thesis was placed in the hands of the Com. on Latin.

J. H. League was granted leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

Recess for ¼ hour.

After recess the Com. on Assessment made the following report. Zion $5. Providence $7. Pontotoc $5. Banner $4. Corinth $7. Boonville $3. Dumas $4. Hopewell $8. New Hope $5. Monroe $3. Gaston $3.50. Oak Grove $7.50. Ripley $8. Tallahatchie $4. Walnut Creek $5. Tupelo $7. Lebanon $8. Unity $3. Bethany $4. Oak Forest $2. Mt Zion $2. Har​mony $2. Ebenezer $2. Hebron $6. Baldwyn $3. Iuka $1.
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The following resolutions were adopted, to wit: In view of our crying destitutions and inability to supply them, be it resolved 1st That the Home Mission Com. be instructed to enter into correspondence with vacant chs. looking to the grouping of said chs. in order that they may be supplied with preaching. 2nd That no ch. employ a permanent supply without consent of Pres.

Prof. Hedleston was then examined on Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Mental and Moral Sci​ence, Logic, Rhetoric, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Natural and Revealed Theol​ogy, Ch. History, Ch. Government and the Sacraments. Examination sustained.

Recess till 7 p.m.

After recess the Narrative to Synod was read, adopted and ordered to be forwarded. 

The com. to select parts of trial for Messrs. Allen and Steen proposed for Mr. Allen the following parts of trial, Latin thesis: An Sanctus Spiritus sit Persona? Greek exegesis, Heb. 6:1-6. Popular lecture, 1st Cor. 15: 35-57. Sermon, 2nd Cor. 5:21. For Mr. Steen, Latin thesis, An sit Christus Deus? Greek exegesis, John 3:1-13. Popular lecture, Matt. 13:1-23. Sermon, Rom 3:28. Report adopted. 

Rev. W. V. Frierson with Rev. J. W. Graham alternate was nominated commissioner to the next Assembly. Ruling Elder T. J. Crawford with J. A. Bigger alternate, was nomi​nated. 

The usual vote of thanks was tendered.

Rev. W. V. Frierson gave reasons for non-attendance upon the last meeting of Pres., which were sustained. Reasons were assigned for the absence of Rev. J. W. Graham from the last and present meetings of Pres., which were sustained. Prof. Hedleston
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then read his Greek exegesis which was sustained as a part of trial.

Recess till after divine service.

After recess Prof. Hedleston’s popular lecture was heard and sustained as a part of trial, after which he was licensed to preach as a probationer for the gospel ministry.

The following paper was then adopted. The following are our reasons for departing from the usual course in licensing Prof. W. D. Hedleston without his having taken a course in the Theol. Seminary, or studied under some approved divine. 1st He is a man of ripe ex​per​ience, scholarly attainments and eminent Christian standing. 2nd He has had consider​able experience in teaching in the University of Miss. and in Toccopola College and has acquired considerable power as a speaker. 3rd. His circumstances are such that it would be highly inconvenient if not impossible, for him to attend the Theol. Seminary.

Narration of Chickasaw Pres. to the Synod of Memphis soon to convene at Grenada, Miss. From 13 written Narratives the following facts appear: Five chs. have preaching twice per month. Seven chs. have preaching once per month. One ch. has preaching on 5th Sabbaths. All but two reports good and some, increasing attendance. Nine report excel​lent attention. Six report prayer meetings, three of which are in union with other chs. Nine report S. Schools, three of which are union. Catechetical instruction in two. Four chs. report special outpourings of the Spirit. Accessions eighty-three.
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Three chs. report a little trouble on the score of intemperance, but diminishing. Four re​port some prevalence of worldliness. Six report the Sabbath well observed, and two not as well as could be desired. Two represent a gain in the observance of family worship, but they and all the others report sad neglect in this duty. Seven report spiritual growth, one stationary, and one on the decline. Only one reports a want of harmony. The interest of one is said to suffer for want of fidelity on the part of officers. Respectfully submitted.








J. H. Gaillard, chairman.

Your Com. on Education would report that we have 3 candidates for the ministry under our care. F. L. Allen, G. H. Steen and J. D. Storment. The first two are students in the S.W.P. University and expect to apply for licensure next spring. The last named is at home, circumstances being such that he will not be able to prosecute his studies further for the next ten months. Your com. would recommend that application be made to the Central Com. for $300 to aid Messrs. Steen and Allen. And at the request of the Central Com. to raise $200.00 and, in view of the fact that the receipts from chs. have not been sufficient for the last two years to pay in full the appropriations of the large number of candidates for whom aid has been asked, your com. in order to raise the amt. asked for by the Central Com. on Education, from the Chickasaw Pres., would recommend the follow​ing apportionment from the chs. in our bounds: Zion $5. Providence $10. Pontotoc $5. Banner $4. Corinth $7.
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Boonville $3. Dumas $3. Hopewell $10. New Hope $6. Monroe $5. Gaston $5. Oak Grove $12. Ripley $12. Tallahatchie $5. Walnut Creek $5. Salem $1. Tupelo $12. Leba​non 12. Bethany $5. Oak Forest $3. Unity $5. Mt. Zion $3. Ebenezer $3. Hebron $8. Iuka $1. Baldwyn $4.

 Respectfully sub. T. D. Latimer, Chm.

Minutes of today read and approved. Pres. adjourned to meet at Dumas on Thursday be​fore the last full moon in April next. Closed with prayer and the apostolic benediction.







W. D. Savage, Mod.







J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.







J. M. Kimmons, Clerk, pro. tem.
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Dumas, Apr. 7, 1887.

11 o’clock a.m.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard and T. D. Latimer with two elders were present. Rev. J. H. Gail​lard, the oldest minister, preached a sermon from 1st Tim 4:8. A quorum not being present, the members adjourned till 2 p.m.

Present.

Ministers: J. H. Gaillard, T. D. Latimer and W. H. Sinnott.

Elders





Churches represented.

W. A. Martin.




Lebanon.

D. W. Humphries.



Gaston.

W. A. Boyd.




Ripley.

W. F. O’Kelly.



Dumas.

J. F. Brown.




Oak Grove.

J. A. Bigger.




Hopewell.

L. A. Hill.




New Hope.

J. K. Means.




Hebron.

Ministers absent.

W. T. Savage, J. A. Sloan, J. W. Graham, W. V. Frierson, J. P. Osborne, Jacob Beckley (c), and G. A. Rogers (c).

After prayer by Rev. W. I. Sinnott, the last Mod. present, Rev. T. D. Latimer was chosen Mod. and L. A. Hill, Temporary Clerk. Minutes of last meeting and Standing Rules were read.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard and W. F. O’Kelly were appointed a Com. on Devotional Exercises.

Prof. W. D. Hedleston was transferred to the care of Transylvania Pres.

W. I. Sinnott and D. W. Humphries were appointed a Com. on Bills and Overtures.

A communication, from the Stated Clk. of Synod, touching the matter of raising funds for publishing a history of
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Synod, was received and its consideration was postponed till the next meeting.

Rev. Gaillard and J. A. Bigger were appointed Com. on Narrative to Assembly. Written narratives were heard from the following chs: Lebanon, Bethany, Gaston, Dumas, Hope​well, Tallahatchie, Banner, New Hope, Hebron, Corinth, Baldwyn, and Ebenezer.

J. A. Bigger and J. F. Brown were appointed Com. on S.S. Report to Assembly.

W. A. Boyd and W. F. O’Kelly, Com. on Systematic Beneficence.

J. P. Stovall from Unity and J. B. Youngblood from Baldwyn Ch. appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning 8 ½ o’clock

Pres. met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read, cor​rected and approved.

Rev. W. V. Frierson and J. M. Carter from Pontotoc, T. W. Braddock of Walnut Creek and J. T. Reid from Mt. Zion Ch. appeared and gave reasons for tardiness. Reasons of the first three sustained. J. T. Reid was excused.

Rev. P. M. Neighbors, of the Protestant Methodist Ch., was invited to a seat as a visiting brother.

Rev. J. H. Gaillard stated to Pres. that three ministers and a ruling elder had organized a ch. at Troy without waiting for the formal action of Pres. In view of the circumstances, Pres., while recognizing the irregularity of their action, sustains them in it and orders that Troy be enrolled among our chs.

W. R. Kirkpatrick, representative from that ch. was enrolled as a member of Pres.
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Salem Ch. was dissolved and its members transferred to Troy.

Appropriate coms. were appointed on the following ch. records, viz.: Corinth, Hopewell, New Hope, Unity, Hebron, Oak Grove, Gaston, Boonville, Banner, Baldwyn, Pontotoc, Troy, Ebenezer, Tallahatchie and Dumas.

The sessions of Pontotoc, Walnut Creek, Hebron and Hopewell reported that they had given opportunity to their chs. to contribute to all the schemes of the Assembly.

Pres. being informed of the death of Rev. G. A. Rogers (c), Rev. J. H. Gaillard and J. B. Youngblood were appointed a com. to prepare an obituary notice of him.

The pastoral relation between Rev. W. I. Sinnott and Tallahatchie Ch., was by mutual con​sent, dissolved, to take effect after the 3rd Sab. in this month.

The various coms. on sessional records made their reports which were adopted.

Permission was granted W. I. Sinnott to preach at Banner one Sab. per month for the re​mainder of the year. Rev. J. H. Gaillard was allowed to preach to Baldwyn, Gaston, Boon​​ville, Ebenezer and Bethany the remainder of the year. J. P. Osborne was granted leave to supply Hebron and Unity Chs. one Sab. per month each, for the remainder of the year.
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Rev. T. D. Latimer obtained leave to supply Corinth and Tupelo Chs. the remainder of the year.

Rev. H. Freeman of the Prot. Methodist Ch. was invited to a seat as a visiting brother.

The Treasurer made the following report which was approved, viz.:

Amt. of cash on hand, Sept. 6, 1886


$7.50

Paid Rev. Gaillard on Synodical Tax, Sept. 6, 1886
$7.50

There have been no collections since. The following chs. were assessed as follows, viz.:

Assessed

Paid

Walnut Creek



6.00

Bethel




2.00


1.50

Zion




7.00


5.00

Tallahatchie



5.00


2.50

Salem




2.00

Unity




5.00

Mt. Zion



2.00

Harmony



3.00

Ebenezer



2.00

Iuka




1.00

The com. recommend that some more effective measures be adopted whereby each ch. in the Pres. will bear its part of the expense and keep the Pres. out of debt.

           Respectfully submitted, W. T. Allen, Treas.

A financial report from Rev. T. D. Latimer and H. H. Kimmons, commissioners to the last Assembly, was presented, which with the Treasurer’s report was placed in the hands of the Auditing Com., viz.: W. V. Frierson and W. R. Kirkpatrick.

Recess till 2 p.m.
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After recess resumed business. 7 ½ o’clock was made the order of the day for holding a meeting in the interest of Foreign Missions.

The trustees of C. F. College made the following report which was approved: The Board of, in making their annual report to Chickasaw Pres., beg leave to submit the following facts in reference to the C.F.C. 1st. The institution is free from debt, with balances due from rent and other sources of several hundred dollars. The building and grounds are in good state of repair. An elevator and other minor improvements have been made, greatly add​ing to the convenience and cheapening the expenses of the boarding department. Other improvements are now under contract and will be completed during the summer. 2nd. The patronage of the school is about the same as last year—Total enrolled 84, of whom 24 are boarders. Five teachers have been employed during the term, in the literary, art and music departments. 3rd. The morale of the school is excellent. Pupils have sub​mit​ted cheerfully to discipline and have pursued their studies very energetically. No jar or dis​cord of any kind has arisen, and the term has been one of the smoothest and most suc​cessful in the history of the institution, in carrying out the true end for which it was founded. We cannot too highly commend it to the confidence and patronage of those wish​​ing to
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give a thorough and Christian education to their daughters. The term of office of the fol​lowing trustees expires in 1887 by limitation, viz.: J. W. Graham, J. K. P. Newton, J. H. Barr, R. Bolton, W. T. Savage, J. M. Carter and O. C. Carr, and we beg leave further to re​port that A. J. Hall and J. D. West have removed beyond the jurisdiction of the Pres., and Jeff. Wilson has departed this life. Rev. J. A. Sloan has become very infirm—all of whom are trustees. We would suggest that G. W. Lockhart be elected to fill the unexpired term of A. J. Hall whose term of office expires in 1888, that W. M. Cox be elected to fill the unexpired term of J. D. West, which expires in 1889, that Rev. J. B. Roberson be elected to fill the unexpired term of Jeff. Wilson whose term of office would have expired in 1889, that T. D. Latimer be elected to fill the unexpired term of J. A. Sloan whose term of office expires in 1889.








Respectfully submitted,








R. Bolton, President.








O. C. Carr, Secretary.

The following persons were appointed to attend the next commencement and report to Pres. next fall, viz.: Revs. J. H. Gaillard, T. D. Latimer, and W. I. Sinnott with Ruling Elders J. P. Stovall and Wm A. Boyd. W. V. Frierson with J. H. Gaillard alternate was elected commissioner to the ensuing Gen. Assembly; and T. J.
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Crawford, Ruling Elder, with J. A. Bigger alternate.

Commissioner’s Fund was then called for and W. I. Sinnott appointed to receive the same—who made the following report: Assessments paid on the floor of Pres., Apr. ’87. Lebanon $8. Pontotoc $5. Banner $4. Corinth $7. Dumas $4. Hopewell $8. New Hope $5. Gaston $3.50. Oak Grove $7.50. Tupelo $7 ($1 still due)? Unity $2. Oak Forest $2. Mt. Zion $2. Ebenezer $2. Hebron $6. Baldwyn $3. Troy $1. Zion $2. On 1886, Total $79.00. He was directed to pay 1st the Stated Clk’s salary, 2nd balance due H. H. Kim​mons, 3rd Synodical tax for last year, 4th Assembly’s tax for this year and divide the re​mainder equally between the two commissioners to the Assembly. The treasurer was di​rec​ted to write to the delinquent chs. urging them to pay up their dues.

Troy was chosen as the place for the next meeting.

Com. on Philadelphia Ch. property made a verbal report. Com. continued, with power to dispose of said property at discretion.

The following report of Com. on Home Missions was approved. The Com. of Home Mis​sions would report to Chickasaw Pres. that in obedience to her instructions at last stated meeting, we entered into correspondence with the Baldwyn, Boonville and Ebenezer Chs., in Nov. last, with a view to grouping when they all unanimously agreed to enter in​to a group with Gaston Ch. and extended a unanimous invitation to the Chairman of your com. to 
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take charge of the group. Accepting the call he moved to Baldwyn, Jan. 1, 1887. Boon​ville and Ebenezer are supplied with preaching the same day. In Feb. Bethany entered in​to the same group for the present year. There have been 5 accessions to the Ch. at Bald​wyn by letter and 10 to the Ch. at Boonville on examination. We have made appli​cation to the Central Com. for $150 to supplement the salary promised by this group. The Cen​tral Com. cut down the application to $135, the first half of which ($67.30) has been re​ceived by the chairman of your com. We have also corresponded with Lebanon, Zion and Troy Chs., which have entered into a group and have written to our candidate, Mr. F. L. Allen to take charge of them when he is licensed (he expects to apply for licensure next summer) and we understand he has signified his willingness to accept. Rev. J. W. Gra​ham visited Florida last fall for the benefit of his wife’s health. He expects to remain there during the present year at least. This leaves Ripley, Walnut Creek and Dumas Chs. vacant. Your com. would heartily recommend that Pres. take steps to secure the services of G. H. Steen in this field, for a time at least, after his licensure. Mt. Zion, Iuka and New Hope are vacant also. Your com. have not corresponded with these last three chs. seeing now way under
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existing circumstances by which they could be supplied with preaching. Your com. have received, since last meeting, from Invalid F’d. $100 towards the support of Rev. J. A. Sloan which has been paid over to him and we have his vouchers for the same. We have also received and paid over to Rev. W. I. Sinnott $25 being the last installment of the supplement to the salary promised him by Banner Ch. for the fiscal year 1886. Up to the 9th of March, according to statement of the Sec’y of Home Missions, 20 of our chs. had failed to send up anything to the cause of Sustentation. Circulars were sent to the de​lin​quent chs. by the chairman of the com. Monroe and Oak Forest Chs., several weeks since, asked your com. to apply for a supplement to the salary promised by them to Rev. W. T. Savage. Your com. have had the matter under advisement, and have not yet made the ap​pli​cation. Your com. recommend that Salem Ch. be dissolved and its members and ses​sional records be transferred to Troy.








Recess till 7 ½ o’clock.

At 7 ½ o’clock held an interesting meeting in behalf of Foreign Missions. A collection of $6.25 was taken up. An exhaustive report was presented by the com. recommending the following apportionment for ensuing year: Walnut Creek $12. Dumas $5. Zion $15. Mt. Zion $5. Iuka $5. Boonville $8. Monroe $8. Troy $8. Ebenezer $4. Unity $10. Oak Forest $8. Oak Grove $20. Tallahatchie $6. New Hope $6. Bethany $10.
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Providence $15. Hebron $15. Gaston $8. Banner $10. Baldwyn $10. Pontotoc $18. Rip​ley $30. Lebanon $40. Hopewell $40. Tupelo $40. Corinth $40. Report approved and diligence of com. commended.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

L. A. Hill, M. D., Clerk.

Saturday

8 ½ a.m.

Pres. met and spent ½ hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read, corrected and approved.

The following obituary notice of Rev. G. A. Rogers (c) was adopted. The com. appointed to bring in an obituary notice of Rev. G. A. Rogers, would respectfully report the fol​low​ing: He was received under the care of this Pres. as a candidate for the ministry in Oct. 1874 and was directed to pursue his theological studies under Rev. O. F. Rogers, was li​censed as a probationer for the gospel ministry in 1876, was ordained in 1877. Soon after he entered the seminary at Tuscaloosa, Ala., where for several years he studied very dil​igently. Returning home, he located at West Point until his death, about Jan. 1st 1887. For a number of years before he was received under our care, he lived in Boonville, Miss., where he owned a lot and a house which he built with his own hands. Your com. feel safe in saying that no man, white or black, possessed more fully the confidence of everyone in that town, than he. Humility, a simple and strong faith and earnest devotion marked his everyday life. The faculty in Tuscaloosa spoke of him
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as one of the holiest men in the seminary. We feel that in his death the colored people sus​​tained a great loss and the ch. a burning and shining light.








J. H. Gaillard, Chairman.

Report of Com. on S. Schools adopted and ordered to be forwarded.

Auditing Com. reported the Treasurer’s book correctly kept: adopted.

The following Narrative to Assembly adopted, and ordered to be forwarded.

The Pres. of Chickasaw in presenting her Narrative to the Gen. Assembly soon to con​vene in St. Louis begs leave to submit the following facts:

1st Of our 26 white chs., 16 have sent up written narratives. Every one of these reports diligence on the part of pastors and supplies. 14 report that the fidelity of elders and dea​cons is commendable. 2 report partial faithfulness. 12 report good attendance upon ser​vi​ces of sanctuary. 2 report small attendance upon services of sanctuary. 2 make no report on this head. 8 report special outpourings of the Holy Spirit. 9 report improvement, two of these, marked improvement. One hundred and thirty eight additions. 12 report good deportment of members. 10 report  S. Schools, several of which are in union with other de​nominations. 5 report catechetical instruction in S.S. and families. 4 to a very limited extent. 1 reports family worship generally observed. 3 report improvement, 5, sad ne​glect. Several report total neglect.
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All report that the observance of the Sabbath is relatively good. 6 report commendable zeal in worshipping God with their substance. 3 report an increase in this grace. 6 a low standard in this particular. The reports show almost the entire absence of intemperance, worldly amusements and other forms of sin. No religious instruction to colored people except in one church which has a white and colored membership. Five report diligence in reaching the destitute. The others generally report no destitutions. 

Respectfully sub​mit​ted. By order of Pres., 

J. H. Gaillard, S. Clerk.

The following standing coms. were elected:

Home Missions, Gaillard, Latimer and E. A. Cox.

Foreign Missions, Sinnott, J. A. Bigger and H. H. Kimmons.

Publication, Osborne, J. P. Stovall and W. M. Roberts.

Education, Frierson, J. M. Carter and G. W. Lockhart.

S. School Superintendent, J. A. Bigger.

Sabbath, T. D. Latimer.

Stated Clerk was directed to purchase new record book.

Auditing Com. reported that the accounts of last commissioners to Assembly and the financial part of com. on Home Missions correct. Report approved. 

2 o’clock was made the order of the day to consider the question of the endowment of S.W. Pres. University.

Recess till 2 p.m.

After recess resumed business. Usual vote of thanks returned.

J. P. Stovall obtained leave of absence from the remaining 
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sessions of Pres.

A report on the endowment of S.W.P. University was read and adopted, and all matters contained in said report were referred to T. D. Latimer and W. T. Allen with instructions to report on the same at next stated meeting.

Com. on S. Schools to arrange for the same.

Report of Com. on Systematic Beneficence received and placed in hands of Stated Clerk for completion.

Report of Com. on Sabbath adopted and ordered forwarded to Dr. Stacy. 

Essay and Conference dispensed with for want of time and because of absence of Essay​ist. Subject for next essay James 5:14, 15. Essayist, W. V. Frierson, with W. I. Sinnott alternate.

The following report on Education adopted: Your Com. on Education would respectfully submit the following: We have 3 candidates under care of Pres. Messrs. Allen, Steen and Storment. Application having been made to Central Com. for $00 for Allen and Steen, $200 of which is reported by Dr. Richardson to have been paid and the last $100 to be credited upon receipt from the chs. Mr. Storment is still at home for lack of funds to pros​ecute his studies. The following chs. are reported to have contributed to the cause up to Mar. 1st 1887 the sums below: Banner $8. Ebenezer $1.20. New Hope $1.35.
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Ripley $12. W. Creek $1.50. Lebanon $9. Oak Grove $5. Hebron $4. Gaston $3.93. Hope​well $10. Bethany $1.40. Tallahatchie $2.20. 

Your com. recommend the following apportionment for the ensuing year: Zion $5. Providence $10. Pontotoc $7. Banner $4. Corinth $7. Boonville $4. Dumas $3. Hopewell $10. New Hope $6. Monroe $5. Gaston $6. Oak Grove $12. Ripley $12. Tallahatchie $5. W. Creek $5. Troy $4. Tupelo $12. Lebanon $12. Bethany $3. Oak Forest $3. Unity $5. Mt. Zion $3. Ebenezer $2. Hebron $10. Iuka $1. Baldwyn $4. Your com., in view of the pressing need of the cause, would recommend that our sessions use the utmost diligence to secure amounts apportioned to their chs.








T. D. Latimer, Chairman.

The following was received as a substitute for standing rule No. 12, viz.: Sessional Re​cords to be approved should show that ordinarily the meetings are opened and closed with prayer (if prayer is omitted, a statement must be made of this fact, or else the state​ment that the meeting was an informal one); the names of the members of the session pres​ent or those absent should be recorded, or else in some other way the record should show whether or not all the members were present; meetings should be held once every quarter, at least; the narrative and statistical report to Presbytery should be recorded either in the body 
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of their minutes or in an appendix to them and there must be a fair record kept of bap​tisms, persons admitted to the communion, non-communicants, deaths and dismis​sions. The records or report of Deacons to Session must be examined annually. The rec​ords must be submitted to Pres. for review at least once a year; representatives should be appointed always to every regular meeting of Pres. and Synod and a report required of the representative. 

Recess till after divine service tonight.

Minutes of today read & approved after which Pres. adjourned to meet at Troy on the 1st of Sept. next. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








T. D. Latimer, Moderator.








Dr. L. A. Hill, Clk pro. tem.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.
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Baldwyn Ch., Aug. 5, 1887

10 a.m.

A call having been constitutionally made for the Pres. of Chickasaw to convene in Bald​wyn on the 5th of Aug. 1887 at 10 o’clock a.m. to examine G. H. Steen with a view to his licensure, Pres. met and was called to order by Rev. W. V. Frierson, last Mod. pres​ent.

Ministers present.




Churches represented.

J. A. Sloan.




Tupelo.

W. C. Baskin.

J. H. Gaillard.




Gaston.

D. W. Humphries.

W. V. Frierson.



Baldwin.

E. A. Cox, M.D.

W. C. Baskin was chosen Clk., pro tem. Reading of minutes of last meeting omitted. 

Pres. proceeded to examine Mr. Steen on Mathematics, which was sustained as a part of trial.

Rev. W. I. Sinnott presented reasons for absence which were sustained.

Recess was had till 11 a.m.

After recess Rev. J. P. Osborne appeared and gave reasons for tardiness. He was excused.

Mr. Steen’s popular lecture was then heard and sustained as part of trial.

Rev. J. A. Sloan and W. C. Baskin were appointed a com. to examine Mr. Steen’s Latin thesis. 

Recess was had till 2 ½ p.m.

After recess Mr. Steen was examined on Hebrew. Examination sustained. The exegesis was heard and sustained as part of trial. The com. to whom was referred the Latin thesis reported that they had examined the same, and recommended that it be sustained as part of trial. Report approved. Steen was then examined on Natural and Revealed Theology. Examination sustained.
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D. W. Humphreys was granted leave of absence.

Steen was then examined on Ch. History, Ch. Government and the Sacraments. Exam. Sustained.







Recess was had till 8 o’clock this evening.

8 p.m.

Pres. met and heard trial sermon of Mr. Steen which was sustained. The examination was then sustained as a whole, and Mr. Steen was duly licensed as a probationer for the gos​pel ministry and permission was granted him to labor out of our bounds till fall meeting.

Minutes of today read and approved. Adjourned to meet at Troy Sept 1st at 11 a.m. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








W. V. Frierson, Moderator.








W. C. Baskin, Clerk pro tem.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.

[409]

Troy Church,

Sept 1st 1887.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment. In the absence of the Moderator, a sermon was preached by our licentiate, G. H. Steen; after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer by the Moderator.

Ministers present.

J. H. Gaillard





W. T. Savage.

W. V. Frierson





and T. D. Latimer.

Churches represented.

Banner.





W. T. Allen.

Monroe.





T. J. Crawford.

Pontotoc.





J. M. Carter.

Oak Grove.





R. B. Marion.

Zion.






B. F. Rasberry.

Hopewell.





N. L. Lorance.

Providence.





A. M. Roberts.

Tupelo.





J. R. Dickson.

Lebanon.





W. B. Gilmer.

Troy.






J. A. Bell.

Dumas.





David Gaillard.

Oak Forest.





Geo. Robinson.

Hebron.





H. O. Kyle.

New Hope.





L. B. Mitchell.

Churches not represented.

Ripley, Walnut Creek, Corinth, Iuka, Bethany, Booneville, Ebenezer, Mt. Zion, Baldwyn, Gaston, Unity, Pisgah and Pontotoc 2nd.

Recess till 2 ½ p.m.

After recess Rev. J. H. Gaillard was chosen Moderator, and J. M. Carter, Temporary Clerk. Minutes of last stated and called meeting and Standing Rules were read.

Rev. W. L. Gideon of the Baptist Church
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was invited to a seat as a visiting brother.

Rev. w. V. Frierson and J. A. Bell were appointed a committee on devotional exercises.

Latimer and Crawford, Com. on Bills and Overtures.

Frierson, Savage, and Lorance, Auditing Com.

8 ½ tonight was made the order of the day to hear the trial sermon of F. L. Allen, and 11 a.m. tomorrow to hear his popular lecture.

Baldwyn was chosen as the place for the next meeting.

Commissioners to the last Gen. Assembly reported attendance; report approved and dili​gence and fidelity commended.

Com. on S.W. Presbyterian University asked for further time; time extended till next meet​ing.

Com. on Philadelphia Ch. property discharged and a new com. appointed consisting of Sin​nott, Gilmer, and Lorance.

Brother Frierson was granted leave of absence from tonight’s service.

Rev. W. T. Savage, W. T. Allen, and J. R. Dickson were appointed a Committee on Min​utes of Gen. Assembly.

Gaillard, Latimer, Marion, and Kyle a Com. on Narrative to Synod.

Licentiate G. H. Steen was transferred to the care of Tombeckbee Presbytery.

Recess till 8 ½ o’clock.

8 ½ o’clock p.m.

Mr. Allen’s trial sermon was heard and sustained as part of trial.

Adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Friday morning,

8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery 
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spent one-half hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read and approved.

Hearing the Narratives was called for when the following churches responded: Monroe, Pontotoc, Oak Forest, Hopewell, Banner, Providence, Unity, Hebron, Corinth, Tupelo, Lebanon, Troy, New Hope, Bethany, Gaston, Boonville and Baldwyn.

Rev. J. F. Norman, of the Cumberland Pres. Church, was invited to sit with us as a visit​ing brother.

An appeal was then made to the members of Pres. to aid Dumas Church in securing a house of worship, and they responded to the amount of about $26.00.

The hour of the day having arrived, Mr. Allen’s popular lecture was heard and sustained as a part of trial.

Rev. J. P. Osborne appeared, gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness, and his name was en​rolled.

Recess till 2 ½ p.m.

After recess Mr. Allen’s Latin thesis placed in the hand of the following committee: Rev. J. P. Osborne, Gilmer and Carter.

W. A. Martyn, a Ruling Elder in Lebanon Church, after the usual examination, was re​ceived under the care of Presbytery as a candidate for the ministry, and he was directed to pursue, for the present, his studies at Toccopola College.

The holding of a Sabbath School Institute was deferred till next meeting.

The consideration of the publishing of the history of synod was also postponed till next meeting.

Rev. J. P. Osborne, with Rev. J. H. Gaillard alternate was nominated commissioner to the next Gen. Assembly.

Ruling Elder J. A. Bigger, with J. P. Stovall,
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alternate was also nominated.​

Mr. Allen was then examined on Mathematics, Hebrew, Natural and Revealed Theology. Examination sustained. Recess till 8 o’clock p.m.

8 p.m.

Presbytery met, and adjourned till 8 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning 

8 o’clock.

Presbytery spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday read and ap​proved.

W. B. Gilmer was granted leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

J. P. Osborne, T. D. Latimer, W. V. Frierson, and J. H. Gaillard, with Elders J. A. Bell, M.D., and W. T. Allen were appointed a Com. on Assessments.

Report of Com. on Minutes of Assembly received and recommitted.

Report of Committee on Narrative to synod adopted, and is as follows: The Presbytery of Chickasaw in presenting her Narrative for the year ending Sept 1, 1887, to the Synod of Memphis, begs leave to submit the following facts: Sixteen of our 26 which churches sent up written narratives. From these, with other information obtained on the floor of Presbytery, the following facts appear:

1st. 20 churches are supplied with preaching, six of these, 2 Sabbaths in the month, four​teen 1 Sabbath.

2nd. All except one report good , some large and growing attendance.

3rd. The diligence of all our ministers is commended and in all but three, that of the offi​cers. 

4th. Four report outpourings of the Spirit.
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5th. Eight report improvement and growth in grace of members; four, marked improve​ment.

6th. One hundred and seventeen additions.

7th. All but one report the Christian deportment of members good.

8th. Fourteen report Sabbath schools. In several of these, all the members of the church join.

9th. Bible and catechetical instruction in families and Sabbath schools given to a limited extent.

10th. While family worship is much neglected, we are glad to report considerable im​prove​​​ment.

11. Twelve report Sabbath well observed, two report partial observance, and one reports Sabbath desecration.

12. Seventeen report worship of God with their substance; but in most cases they have not given as they have prospered.

13. Very little complaint is made of intemperance and worldly amusements.

14. Nine report prayer meeting, several largely attended and much interest.

15. In one vacant church, Session conducts public worship.

16. There is not that reaching out after the destitute that there ought to be.

Respectfully submitted,








J. H. Gaillard.

Com.
T. D. Latimer.








R. B. Marion.








H. O. Kyle.

Ephesians II.1st was made the subject of the next Essay. J. H. Gaillard, Essayist.

The following resolution was adopted as a Standing Rule: When a church fails to be rep​re​sented in Presbytery for two consecutive sessions
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the Stated Clerk is directed to write to the session of said church and enquire into the rea​son therefore.

Com. on the Latin thesis reported recommendations that it be sustained as part of trial. Report approved.

Committee on Minutes of the Assembly made the following report. The Com. appointed on Minutes of the Assembly report that they have carefully examined all the deliverances of that Body, and find nothing requiring the action of this Presbytery, but the five amendments, on page 97, to the Book of Church Order, in the matter of Elder Moderator. The com. recommend the rejection of all five of the proposed amendments. Recom​mend​ation lost and the recommendation of the Assembly on all five of the overtures was ans​wered in the affirmative.

Com. on Publication made the following report. The committee would report that, last spring, the chairman recommended to the Com. at Richmond, in behalf of Providence Church a donation of a Sabbath School library of over 100 volumes, which recom​mend​ation was honored and the books forwarded. Also that information has been ob​tained from your Stated Clerk that some four or five dollars worth of books and 50 cents in money belonging to the Presbytery is in his hands. The com. would ask Pres. to make some disposition of said books and money. Report approved and books and said money were placed in the hands of J. H. Gaillard and the session of Baldwyn Church with in​structions to dispose of the same at their discretion, and report their action at the next
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meeting.

Treasurer mad the following report which was placed in the hand of the Auditing Com. Your Treasurer begs leave to submit the following report. Amount of cash received from Assessment .

1887 from the following Churches.

Assessed.


Paid.


Assessed.


Paid.

Zion               $5    Balance on 1886 $7

Tupelo
          $7

7

Providence 
7

7


Lebanon
8

8

Pontotoc
5

5


Unity

3

3

Banner

4

4


Bethany
4

4

Corinth
7

7


Mt. Zion
2   Balance on 1886  4

Booneville
3

3


Harmony
2

Dumas

4

4


Ebenezer
2

2

Hopewell
8

8


Tallahatchie
4

Monroe
3

3


Walnut Creek
5

Gaston

3.50

3.50


Oak Forest
2

2

Oak Grove
7.50

7.50


Hebron

6

6

Ripley

8

8


Baldwyn
3

3

Troy



1


Iuka

1

1

Returned by T. D. Latimer
.15 cents.

Total amount received 1887 to date. $112.15

        Amount paid out as per vouchers  86.05
                                                                                             Balance on hand $26.10

Respectfully submitted,

W. T. Allen.

Recess till 3 ½ p.m.

The following statistical report adopted and ordered forwarded to Synod. Chickasaw Pres​​bytery would report to the Synod of Memphis that we consist of 8 white ministers and one colored, 26 white and 2 colored churches. That on the 7th of April last, we trans​ferred Prof. W. D. Hedleston to the care of
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Transylvania Presbytery: that we organized, last Oct. a church under the name of Troy; and on the 7th of last April, we dissolved Salem Church; that Rev. G. A. Rogers, colored, departed this life last winter. That on the 5th of last Aug., we licensed Mr. G. H. Steen to preach the gospel and that on the 2nd of Sept. he was transferred to the care of Tom​beckbee Presbytery. That on the 3rd of Sept. we licensed Mr. F. L. Allen as a probationer for the gospel ministry, and finally, that we have one licentiate and two candidates for the ministry.








Respectfully submitted,








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.

The Auditing Com. made the following report which was adopted. The Auditing Com. would report that they have examined the Treasurer’s book and the accounts of the two commissioners to the General Assembly, and find them correct, and recommend their approval. The Treasurer was directed to pay claims due to T. J. Crawford, and send, to the Stated Clerk, $15.00 for Synodical Tax as soon as collected.

Com. on Bills and Overtures, at their own request, was discharged.

The examination of Mr. Allen, on Ecclesiastical History, Church Government, and the Sac​raments was sustained as parts of trial. Also Greek exegesis. The examination as a whole was then sustained.

Com. on Education reported as follows. Report approved. The Com. on Education would report that they had no business demanding their attention since their appointment last spring. We have heard
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indirectly, that our candidate, J. M. Storment, expects to resume his studies this fall, though we have had no communication with him on the subject. We recommend that ap​plication be made to the Central Committee for $100.00 to aid Mr. W. A. Martyn in prosecuting his studies in Toccopola College. In view of the fact that contributions to this cause have not kept pace with the increase of candidates, and that there was a falling off of the number of candidates last year, and in view of the scarcity of laborers to occupy our vast territory, we urge it upon all our churches to pray earnestly the Lord of the har​vest to send forth more laborers and to accompany the prayers with increased contri​bu​tions. Your com. recommend the same apportionment as was made upon the churches last spring.








W. V. Frierson, Chairman.

The following assessments were made upon the churches.

Zion               $4.00

Monroe          $3.00

Bethany         $3.00

Providence
8.00

Gaston

5.00

Oak Forest
2.00

Pontotoc
8.00

Oak Grove       8.00

Mt Zion
2.00

Banner

4.00

Ripley

8.00

Ebenezer
1.00

Corinth
8.00

Tallahatchie
4.00

Hebron

8.00

Booneville
4.00

Walnut Creek
5.00

Baldwyn
4.00

Dumas

4.00

Tupelo

8.00

Iuka

2.00

Hopewell
9.00

Lebanon        10.00

Troy

2.00

New Hope
5.00

Unity

3.00

Rev. J. P. Osborne, H. O. Kyle, J. R. Dickson, and W. M. Roberts obtained leave of ab​sence.








Recess till 8 p.m.

After recess, the order of the day was suspended, and Pres. proceeded to license Mr Allen. An hour was then
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spent in the interest of Home Missions introduced by the following report. The Com. of Home Missions would report to Presbytery that owing to three months’ severe afflictions in the family of its chairman, they have been enabled to do but very little work since the last meeting. They have applied for $40.00 to supplement the salary promised by Monroe Church to Rev. W. T. Savage during the present fiscal year. $15.00 has been received and paid over to him for which we have his vouchers. The com. recommend that application be made for $100.00 from the Invalid Fund to aid in the support of Rev. J. A. Sloan. Rip​ley, Walnut Creek, Dumas, Mt. Zion, Iuka, and New Hope Churches are vacant. We recommend that a com. be appointed to visit the Ripley field at an early day and enquire into their condition and wants with a view to aid them in securing preaching. Your com​mit​tee have estimated that $230.00 should be raised by this Presbytery for the evangel​istic scheme. This amount has been appropriated among the churches, and the apportion​ments, with circulars sent to each church. We urge Presbytery to use the utmost diligence in trying to raise among our churches the amount of three hundred dollars ($300.00) which in the estimation of your com. is our proportional part of the $35,000 necessary to carry on this work with any degree of success.








Respectfully submitted.








J. H. Gaillard.







Com.
T. D. Latimer.








E. A. Cox, M.D.
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Revs. J. H. Gaillard and W. V. Frierson were appointed a com. to visit the Ripley field at an early day.

Usual vote of thanks tendered. 

Adjourned to meet in Baldwyn Church on Thursday before the last full moon in April next at 11 a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








J. H. Gaillard, Moderator.








J. M. Carter, Clerk Pro. Tem.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.

See page 426

[pp. 420-421 are blank]
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Standing Rules of Chickasaw Presbytery

1st.

That the General Rules for Judicatories appended to the Book of Discipline, be the rules for this Presbytery, and that in cases where these Rules do not meet the case in hand, the ordinary Parliamentary Rules of Deliberative Bodies in this country be adopted.

2nd.

When a candidate for the Ministry makes application to be taken under the care of Pres​by​tery, he shall be required to furnish a certificate from the session of the church of which he is a member in regard to his physical, mental and moral qualifications.

3rd.

That the Presbytery pay the Stated Clerk, annually, a salary of thirty dollars.

4th.

That an Essay be read at each meeting upon a subject selected at the previous meeting to be followed by a conference upon the subject.

5th.

That the session of each church be required to send up to every regular meeting of Pres. a written narrative of the state of religion in their bounds for the past Presbyterial year.

6th.

That candidates under the care of this Pres. be required to consult the Pres. as to the place where they shall pursue their Academic, Collegiate and Theological Education, and when
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inconvenient to consult Pres. they shall consult the Com. of Education.

7th.

That this Pres. direct her Sessions to see that the opportunity of contributing to the Benev​​olent Schemes of the Gen. Assembly be granted to their churches, and that they make a report on this subject at each spring meetings.

8th.

That the Standing Committees be elected at each spring meeting.

9th.

That at each spring meeting an hour be devoted to the interest of Foreign Missions in the presence of the congregation where Pres. meets and that a similar meeting be held in the interest of Home Missions at each fall meeting.

10th.

That all our ministers be directed to ask their churches for three Sabbaths during the year to be spent in missionary work and that wherever practicable, they go forth two and two and hold protracted meetings in all our vacant churches securing as far as possible the cooperation of the Eldership.

11th.

That Pres. spend half an hour each morning of its sessions in devotional exercises.

12th.

That church Sessions require a report from the delegates whom they may appoint to
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attend upon the meetings of Pres. and Synod, as to the discharge of such duty and that said report be spread upon the Minutes of session for the review of Presbytery.

13th.

That the Statistical reports of the Church Sessions be handed to the Stated Clerk on the 2nd day of the spring session of Presbytery.

14th.

That nominations for Commissioners to the Gen. Assembly be made at the fall session: and the churches assessed.

15th.

In calling and making out the Roll, the list of churches shall be called, the Elders repre​senting churches shall be enrolled, and the churches not represented shall be recorded.

16th.

That the time of the spring meeting be fixed on Thursday before the last full moon in April at 11 a.m.; and the fall meeting on Thursday at 11 a.m. before the last full moon of September.

17th.

When a church fails to be represented in Presbytery for two consecutive sessions, the Stated Clerk is directed to write to the Session of said church and enquire into the reason therefor.

[425]

Examined and approved in synod at Humboldt, Tenn., Oct. 29, 1887,

with the following exceptions:

1. No presented to Synod for examination yearly.

2. Disregard of Form of Govt. No. 76. V.W.V.

3. Record of licensures not made according to Form of Govm’t 136. (See pp. 389, 408, 417).

4. Opening sermon of Pres. by a licentiate, wh. we learn was done under peculiar circum-​

    stances.








J. H. Gaillard, Mod.

Pontotoc, Miss.,

Dec. 15, 1887.

Chickasaw Presbytery met at call of the Moderator, and was constituted with prayer.

Present. Ministers: J. H. Gaillard, Moderator, W. I. Sinnott, and W. V. Frierson.

Churches represented.

Pontotoc.





Samuel Buchanan.

Oak Forest.





W. J. Newell.

Hopewell.





J. M. Kimmons.

W. V. Frierson was chosen clerk pro. tem. 

The pastoral relation between Hopewell Church and Rev. W. J. Sinnott was dissolved, and he was dismissed to the Presbytery of North Ala. A petition of Hopewell Church for the licen​sure of J. M. Kimmons, one of their Ruling Elders was considered. After examination of Bro. Kimmons
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upon experimental religion and his motives for entering the ministry, he was then taken un​der the care of Presbytery. Presbytery then heard a sermon from him upon Eph. 6:10 & 11 which was sustained as part of trial. He was then examined on Latin, Greek, Mental Phil​osophy, Logic, Rhetoric, Ethics, the Natural and Exact Sciences, Theology, Natural and Re​vealed, ecclesiastical History, the Sacraments, and Church Government, all of which were sustained as parts of trial. Mr. Kimmons is a graduate of Hanover College, Indiana. On ac​count of his advanced age the examination on Hebrew was dispensed with; and without having taken a regular course in Theology, Presbytery licensed him as a probationer for the Ministry, being fully satisfied of his qualification in piety, scholarship, and aptness to teach. Hopewell and Tallahatchie Churches were granted permission to employ him till the next meet​ing of Presbytery.

Recess was then had till 6 ½ p.m. and resumed business.

A call from Lebanon Ch. for the pastoral services of F. L. Allen for half his time, in which he was promised a salary of $300.00, was presented, found to be in order, and placed in his hands, and upon his accepting it he was examined upon Philosophy, Hebrew, Greek, Theol​ogy; the Sacraments and Church Government, and Ecclesiastical History.
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A sermon was then heard from him upon Gal. 6:7, all of which were sustained as parts of trial. Presbytery then proceeded to ordain him by prayer and the laying on of the hands of Presbytery. Rev. W. V. Frierson and J. M. Kimmons were apportioned a com. to install him. Frierson to propound the constitutional questions, and deliver the charge to the pastor; and J. M. Kimmons to charge the people.

Minutes then read and approved—and the Presbytery adjourned to meet in Baldwyn Church on Thursday before the last full moon in April next. Closed with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








J. H. Gaillard, Mod.








W. V. Frierson, Clerk pro tem.








J. H. Gaillard, Stated Clerk.

� Zion Church was descended from a congregation originally known as Spring Hill, organized at a location near the present church by the Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart under the care of Tombeckbee Presbytery. Spring Hill Church was organized September 12, 1841 After some years the congre�ga�tion removed the church to its present location, completing the building in 1848, and changing the name to Zion. The church, still a center of its semi-rural community, stands on Mississippi Highway 6, several miles west of Tupelo. The historic church building, albeit much remodeled, still serves its congregation down to the present day. See Grafton, 522-30.


� Edward Ogelvie Frierson (1832-1889) was born in Williamsburg County, S. C., and was educated at Oglethorpe University and Columbia Theological Seminary (1855-1858). Ordained by Florida presbytery, he served at Madison and Palatka, before returning to serve the Williamsburg Church at Kingstree, S. C. (1860-1868), after which he came to Courtland, Ala. (1868-1871), and Florence (1871-1877), before mov�ing to Nashville, Norfolk, Va., and Laurens, S. C. for further service before his death, July 19, 1889. Minis�terial Directory, 235.





� Benjamin Niles Sawtelle was born in Binghamton, N. Y., December 19, 1830, and studied at Hanover College in Indiana, Princeton Seminary and Union Seminary in Virginia before being licensed, September 21, 1855 by the Presbytery of Memphis. He was ordained by Arkansas Presbytery, serving as pastor at Batesville (1856-1861), before going to Tuscumbia, Ala., where he served from 1861 to 1872. He died at Tuscumbia, February 13, 1872. Ministerial Directory of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 1861-1941, compiled by the Rev. E. C. Scott, D.D., Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, Published by Order of the General Assembly (Austin, Tex.: Von Boeckmann-Jones, 1942): 632.                                                      


� Chickasaw Presbytery was a constituent part of the Synod of Memphis, which included churches in Ark�ansas, North Alabama, and West Tennessee.








