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[3]


Mayhew,
 Chahta Nation


May 6th, A.D. 1825

At a meeting of Missionary Brethren
 holden [?] on this day at Mayhew.

Present.
Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury
 at the Chahta Mission.


Rev’d William Chamberlin of the Cherokee Mn.


Br. Cyrus Byington of the Chahta Mission.


Br. Anson Dyer
 a delegate from Eliot &


Brs. Calvin Cushman
 &

       
       Wm W. Pride
 of the Station at Mayhew.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Br. Kingsbury. Br. Kingsbury was chosen Chair​man & Br. Byington, Scribe. 

Voted. That Br. Byington read his dissertation
 tomorrow at half past 8 o’clock, a.m.

Voted. That Br. Kingsbury attend one of the Presbyteries in Alabama
 at their next Ses​sion if circumstances will admit & that the church at Mayhew
 be requested to send a delegate with him.

Voted. That Br. Byington visit the Presbytery in Mississippi or in Alabama,
 at their next Session with a view to receive ordination.

[4]

Voted. That our next annual meeting be held on the Thursday preceding the first Sabbath in May 1826.

The meeting was then adjourned after a prayer by B. Byington.




May 7th
The meeting was opened with prayer by Br. Chamberlin. Br. Byington read his disserta​tion on the best modes by which an Evangelist can communicate divine truth to the heathen.

Voted. That our next annual meeting be held at Monroe in the Chikasha
 Nation.

Voted. That one of the Brethren of the Cherokee Mission be requested to preach a sermon on the occasion & that Br. Byington preach if the Cherokee Brethren fail of preaching.

Voted. That one of the Chikasha Brethren be requested to write a sermon for criticism & to exhibit it at that time.

Voted. To invite the Cherokee Brethren who reside in the Arkansas Territory to meet with us at Monroe.

Voted. That three delegates, one from each District, in the Chahta Nation, be requested to attend the meeting, as well as one or two delegates from the Cherokee Nation.

Voted. That Br. Kingsbury be requested to prepare a dissertation on the example of Paul as a missionary.

Voted. That the Evangelists be requested to prepare & make a statement of the churches under their care & of their own labors.

[5]

Voted. That the Scribe give notice of the above votes to the Chahta & Chikasha Brethren & to the Cherokee Brethren in the Arkansas Territory & that Br. Chamberlin notify his Brethren in the old Cherokee nation.




A true Record




        Attest: Cyrus Byington, Scribe.

Note: The above meeting was held pursuant to a vote passed at meeting held at Go[s]hen,
 Nov 25, 1824, by the Brethren Kingsbury, Wright & Byington (see Record of Meetings in the Chahta Nation)*

[added by another hand, presumably Jno W. Moseley]

*—The records of the Chahta Nation are on file in Boston in the Archives of the American Board [of Commissioners for Foreign Missions]

[6]

[blank page]

[7]




Monroe, Chikasha Nation,
 




May 4th 1826

A Meeting of Missionaries in the Chikasha, Chahta & Cherokee Nations was held at Mon​​​roe
 this day, agreeably to a vote passed at the Meeting at Mayhew May 6, 1825.

Present.
Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart

of the [Chikasha Mission]

Rev’d Hugh Wilson
Chikasha


Brs. Turner & Wilson
Mission


Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury
of the


Rev’d Alfred Wright
Chahta


Br. Cyrus Byington &
Mission


Br. Ebeneser Bliss


Rev’d Samuel A. Worcester 
of the Cherokee Mission

Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart was chosen Moderator of the Meeting. The Meeting was opened with prayer by Br. Wright.— Br. S. A. Worcester was chosen Scribe. The records of the first annual meeting were read by Br. Byington. Br. Kingsbury informed the meeting that he had not been able to fulfill his appointment to attend the session of either of the Pres​by​​teries of Alabama & gave reasons which were accepted.

[8]

Br. Byington gave reasons for not attending the meeting of the Presbyteries either in Ala​bama or in Mississippi, which were accepted. Br. Stewart stated that no sermon had been prepared by any of the Brethren of the Chikasha mission, for reasons which were accep​ted.

Br. Kingsbury stated that he had not been able to perform the duty of preparing a dis​sertation to be read at this meeting & gave reasons which were accepted.

A letter from Mr. Evarts, requesting the ordination of Br. Byington was introduced by Br. Kingsbury & read to the meeting as follows. “To the ordained ministers about to be con​vened at Monroe
 in the Chickesaw Nation. Reverend and beloved brethren. In the name of the Prudential Committee of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,
 I feel it to be my duty to state that it has been for several years, been the wish of the Committee, that Mr. Cyrus Byington now an evangelical laborer in the Choctaw Mission, be ordained & set apart for the Gospel Ministry. No convenient opportunity has hitherto been presented. As a considerable number of Brethren in the ministry, will now probably be convened, I would request that a Council be formed, as in Congregational churches;—that the Presbyterian ministers be invited to sit as members,
 

[9]

& that the Council proceed to examine Mr. Byington as to his doctrinal & experimental knowledge, & his motives for engaging in the ministerial & missionary work, & that if they see proper, they proceed to induct him into the work of the ministry according to apostolical example.”

After some conversation upon the subject of the foregoing letter, some of the Brethren expressed a wish to have time for further consideration. It was therefore

Voted, That the subject of Mr. Byington’s ordination be for the present deferred.

Voted, That if any of the Brethren, have any question in mind to be proposed to the meeting, he be requested as soon as practicable to present it in writing that it may be be​fore us for consideration.

Resolved, That a Committee of three, to be nominated from the chair, be appointed to draw up regulations, in reference to successive annual meetings, & report tomorrow after​noon. Brethren Wright, Wilson & Worcester were appointed.

Voted, That we meet on Saturday evening at 7 o’clock for prayer, for the purpose of attending to reports from the Evangelists of their labors, & of the state of the churches.

The meeting was adjourned till tomorrow at 8 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer by the Moderator.


[10]




May 5th
The Brethren met agreeably to adjournment. The meeting was opened with prayer by Br. Wilson.
 A communication from Mr. Evarts,
 requesting that advice be given to Br. Lor​ing S. Williams, respecting his endeavoring to obtain a license
 as a preacher of the Gos​pel was presented in the words which follow: “I would also request that the clergy​man here convened advise Mr. Loring S. Williams,
 as to the course he would pursue with reference to evangelical labor & his obtaining a license as a preacher; or whether he should give up the wish to preach & devote himself to the keeping of a school. [indeci​pherable word] Brethren very affectionately yours in the Gospel. Jerh. Evarts. Monroe, May 3, 1826.”—A letter from Br. Williams on the same subject was also presented. (see files of this meet​ing.) After conversation, Resolved unanimously. That a letter be addres​sed to Br. Loring S. Williams advising that he direct his attention as much as possible, to the acquisition of the Chahta language & of further attainments in Theol​ogy & that whenever he shall, in his own judgment & in that of Bros. Wright and Bying​ton, have be​come competent to give public religious instruction in the Chahta language, he make ap​pli​​ca​tion to some suitable

[11]

authority for license to preach the Gospel of Christ. Br. Kingsbury was appointed to pre​pare such a letter.

The committee appointed to draw up regulations in reference to successive annual meet​ings, reported progress & obtained leave to sit again.

The following practical questions were successively discussed, viz:

What shall be done to secure the performance of appointments at our meetings?

How can we best promote a high & happy state of pious affections?

How can we best promote union of feeling & action?

How much importance shall be attached to the acquisition of the native languages?

What can we do for the great mass of the Indian population, not white men or their child​ren but the real Indians?

The meeting was adjourned till tomorrow at 8 o’clock a.m. Closing prayer by Br. Kings​bury.




May 6th
The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. The following question was dis​cussed. 

In what way shall we best insure the observance of the

[12]

Sabbath by the children of the schools & by our laborers?

The following resolution was adopted, viz:

Resolved. That we recommend to our Brethren at the several stations, not to employ any person as a laborer who is known to have been employed at any other station, without a certificate of good-conduct during his residence at that station, unless his character is already known—

A question which was discussed, during the session of yesterday, was resumed & the fol​lowing resolution adopted. —

Resolved. That we consider the support & instruction of schools, objects of sufficient im​portance, to induce persons to devote their services gratuitously to the prosecution of them; & that we can cordially advise persons of suitable qualifications to devote them​selves in the above manner to there labor.

The Committee appointed to draw up regulations in reference to successive meetings, pre​sented the following report, which was accepted.

A. 1. This association shall be called The Association of Missionaries in the Choctaw & Chickesaw Nations. 

 [13]

2. The association shall be composed of the Ministers of the Gospel in the two Nations, under the patronage of the A.B.C.F.M. & of the Synod of South Carolina & Georgia, together with an equal number of lay Brethren connected with the missions to be des​ignated as the association shall from time to time direct. Brethren belonging to other mis​sions under the patronage of the Board or of the Synod may also attend as members—

3rd. The object of the Association is, to promote mutual edification and strengthen each other by counsel & prayer & in concert, measures for the advancement of the cause in which we are engaged. —

4th. The association shall meet annually. The time & place of meeting shall be determined by vote, at the annual meeting next preceding.

5th. A Moderator and Scribe shall be chosen at the opening of each meeting.

6th. Each meeting shall be called to order by the moderator of the next preceding, or in his absence, by the oldest minister of the gospel present.

7. Every meeting of the association & each daily session shall be open and closed with prayer.

[14]

8th.  The Scribe of each meeting shall read the record of its transactions, at the opening of the next succeeding meeting.

9th. After the opening of each meeting a committee shall be appointed to make arrange​ments in regard to public & social services to be held during the time of meeting & also to arrange, as far as practicable the business of the association.

10th. At each annual meeting not less than three nor more than five exercises shall be appointed by the moderator to be exhibited for criticism at the next. Among these, shall be a sermon, an exegesis of some passage of Scripture, & a dissertation on some theo​logical or practical subject. A person shall also be appointed with a substitute, to deliver a sermon, designed for the edification of those who are engaged in missionary work.

11th. It shall be a leading object in the meetings of the association to discuss questions of practicality in reference to the work of Missions. Any member may present such ques​tions in writing to the scribe at an early stage of the meeting & the association shall dis​pose of them successively at discretion.

[15]

Rev’d William Blair
 of the Chickasaw Mission arrived and took his seat in the meeting.

Bro. Kingsbury presented a letter addressed to Mr. Loring S. Williams in compliance with the resolution of yesterday which was approved.

The following appointments were made by the Moderator for the next annual meeting. —

A sermon for criticism by Br. Kingsbury. —

Exegesis of Phil. 2 ch: 5-11 v. by Br. H. Wilson. —

Exegesis of 1 John 2 ch: 17-21 v. by Br. L. S. Williams. —

Dissertation on the importance of high attainments in piety to the Missionary character by Br. Byington.

Sermon for the edification of those engaged in the Missionary work by Br. Stuart, or Br. Blair as his Substitute.

Br. Worcester having resigned the office of Scribe, Br. Byington was appointed in his stead.

Voted that the next annual meeting be held at Mayhew.

Voted That the Brethren belonging to the Chahta Mission be requested at their meeting in September, to designate lay Brethren to attend the next annual meeting of the association & that the 

[16]

Brethren of the Chikasha Mission be requested to make a like designation, at least three months previous to the annual meeting.

Voted, that this meeting be dissolved after the prayer meeting which is to be held this evening at 7 o’clock.

A prayer was then offered & the Brethren departed. –




May 30th, 1826

I hereby certify that I have made the above Record as accurately as was in my power from the minutes etc. made at the meeting. —Cyrus Byington, Scribe—

Note by the Scribe. The Rev’d Mr. Cunningham from Alabama & the Rev. Mr. Gray, a missionary from Georgia arrived Saturday noon, & remained with us till Monday. On Friday noon a sermon was preached by Br. Byington. On Saturday noon a sermon was preached by Br. Worcester. On Sab. morning a sermon was preached by Mr Cun​ning​ham. On Sab:
 afternoon the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered & a sermon preached by Mr. Gray.
 In the evening a Sermon was preached by Br. Kingsbury. In addition to these were two services in the Chakta language,
 one at Monroe & one six miles North, in an Indian Village & a sermon was also preached at the home of Mrs. Colbert,
 the mother of Mr. Binum.

[17]

Four persons were admitted to the church—three blacks
 & a young woman, sister of Mr. Binum. —
[18]

[blank page]

[19]

1827

At a meeting of the association of Missionaries in the Choctaw & Chickesaw Nations holden at Mayhew in the Choctaw Nation, Oct. 11th 1827.

Present.
Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury


Bro. Loring S. Williams


John Smith


Calvin Cushman


William Hooper


Anson Dyer


Anson Gleason


David Wright &


Timothy Butler.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Br. Kingsbury. Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury was chosen moderator. Br. Anson Dyer was chosen Scribe.

Voted, that the meeting be adjourned until half past one o’clock p.m. when the Brethren will assemble to give a relation of the situation & prospects of the particular stations to which they are attached.

That a signal be given in all instances for meeting & that but ten minutes be allowed

[20]

after the signal before opening the meeting.—

That all our meetings be opened & closed with prayer.- 

Br. Smith closed the meeting with prayer.




[Half past one o’clock p.m.]

Met according to adjournment. Rev’d John Bell a missionary in the Chickasaw Nation was introduced. Br. Smith gave a general statement of the Station at Eliot.
 Br. Cushman made a statement of the plan & prospects of his intended station. Rev’d Mr Bell also re​lated the situation etc. of his station among the Chickesaws. —Meetings adjourned to the 12th instant
 at 2 o’clock p.m.




Friday, 12th 

Met according to adjournment. Adjourned until 9 o’clock p.m. Met accordingly. Ad​journed until Saturday 1 o’clock p.m.




Saturday, 13th
Met according to adjournment. Voted That we propose to the Bros of the Chahta Mission such a division of E [?] Mission as shall place those members who are devoted to the study of the language preparing & printing books preaching or teaching in the native language under the immediate direction of the Pru. Committee of the A.B.C.F.M., draw​ing their funds from the Treasurer—

[21]

of the same & unconnected with the English schools or with the general government.
 That Rev’d Kingsbury, Hooper, & Dyer acting as a Committee, communicate this resolu​tion, together with its reasons to the absent Bros for their consideration & if approved by them that the said Committee forward the same together with the signatures of the Bros to the Pru. Comm; adjourned until 9 o’clock p.m.




[9 o’clock p.m.]

Met according to adjournment. Br. Kingsbury asked to be excused from acting as one of the Committee on the above resolution. 

Voted, that our next annual meeting be holden at Eliot, on the Thursday preceding the third Sabbath in Sept. 1828, meeting dissolved. —



                 Extracts from the minutes of the meet​​ing kept by the Scribe. —




Cyrus Byington, Clerk


Religious Meetings.

Preaching. Friday evening. Saturday afternoon. Sabbath morning & afternoon.

Prayer meetings. Thursday forenoon. Friday afternoon. Sat p.m. Sab. morning.

[22]

Conferences. Monday morning. Saturday evening & Sabbath morning. —

Manuscript Sermon read. Saturday forenoon.

Examination of candidates for admission to the church Sat. afternoon.

Admission of Messrs. Folsom, Hunt, & Adley to the church, Sab.

Baptism of Mr. Nathaniel Folsom, children of D. Hunt, child of Br. Gleason & child of Sis​ter Ward. Sabbath.

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper administered to Sisters Gleason & members on the Sab​bath (in their houses importune).

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper administered in publick to about 40 members.

[23]

1828

At a meeting of the Association of Missionaries in the Choctaw & Chickesaw Nations holden at Eliot Sept. 19, 1828,

Present. 
Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury


           Alfred Wright


           Cyrus Byington &


           William C. Blair

The meeting was opened with prayer by C. Kingsbury.

The Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury was chosen Moderator. Cyrus Byington was chosen Scribe.

Voted to invite Bro. L. S. Williams, John Smith, Joel Wood & Zechariah [indecipherable] to sit with us as members of this Association.

Voted to correct the minutes of the meeting held at Mayhew in Oct. 1827 so as to cor​re​spond with the Articles of this Association.

Voted that the clerical Bros. & Br. Wood be a Committee to make arrangements in regard to publick & social religious exercises during the term of the meeting.

Br. Blair arrived & took his seat. —

Voted that we meet tomorrow at 2 p.m. for prayer & for the purpose of attending to re​ports from the Evangelists of their labors & of the state of the churches. —




[2 o’clock p.m.]

At 2 o’clock p.m. met & conversed upon various

[24]

subjects, which being concluded as not properly coming before this association were not acted upon.

Voted to appoint a committee to correspond with the Pru: Com: to learn their views rel​ative to the subject of having the pastoral relation regularly constituted between any of the ministers of our association & their respective mission churches.

Voted that Bros. Blair & Byington constitute this Committee. 

Adjourned till tomorrow at 8 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer by Br. Blair.




[8 o’clock a.m.]

Mt according to adjournment. Meeting opened with prayer.

Voted that [at] the opening of each daily session the names of the members of this associ​ation shall be called.

Voted that it is expedient to take some preparatory measures with reference to the for​ma​tion of a Presbytery within our bounds.

Voted to hold our next annual meeting at Monroe in the Chickesaw Nation on the Thurs​day next succeeding the third Sabbath of Sept. 1829.

Voted that the Bros. residing in each District in the Choctaw Nation choose & send a del​e​gate to meet with the association at the time & place above-mentioned.

[25]

The following appointments were made by the moderator for the next annual meeting, viz:

A sermon for criticism by Br. Kingsbury.

Exegesis of Phil 2.ch. 5-11.v. by Br. H. Wilson.

Exegesis of I John 4th ch: 19 v. by Br. L. S. Williams.

Dissertation on the importance of high attainments in piety to the Missionary character by Br. Byington.

Sermon for the edification of those engaged in the missionary work by Br. Stuart, or by Br. Blair as his substitute. —

Saturday at Sundown adjourned after prayer by the Moderator.

Other exercises

Preaching. Friday afternoon. Saturday morning & on the Sabbath three sermons. [inde​ci​pherable word] the administration of the Lord’s Supper. Monday one sermon.

Prayer meetings. Friday half past ten o’clock a.m. Saturday morning. Sat. evening. Sab. morning

Br. Hooper’s funeral sermon was preached Sab. morning.

[blank page]

[1]

Records of the Tombigbee Presbytery.
Extracts from the minutes of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia
 at their Session in the City of Columbia, S. C., commencing the 11th of Dec. 1828.

“By request from the Presbytery of South Alabama the Synod constituted a new Pres​by​tery including the territory North of the Sipse[y] river in Alabama & embracing the Choc​taw & Chickasaw Nations of Indians. The Presbytery to hold their first meeting at May​hew one of the missionary stations in the Choctaw Nation on the Friday preceding the first Sabbath in June 1829.
 The meeting to be opened with a sermon by the Rev’d Alfred Wright.”

Agreeable to the above act of Synod the Rev’d Messrs Thomas Archibald, Alfred Wright and Cyrus Kingsbury members of the Presbytery of South Alabama met at Mayhew this 5th day of June 1829 & constituted a new Presbytery to be called the Tombigbee Presby​tery.

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev’d Alfred Wright. The Rev’d Alfred Wright was chosen

[2]

Moderator and the Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury Clerk. Maj. William H. Craven ruling Elder of the Church at Columbus
 took his seat as a member of this Presbytery. The Rev’d Robert W. B. Kennedy a member of the South Alabama Presbytery was invited to take a seat with the Presbytery as a corresponding member.
 —

Presbytery adjourned to meet at the camp ground near Fuli nomma’s
 [?] tomorrow at 3 o’clock p.m. —




June 6th. 

Presbytery met according to adjournment. The Rev’d Cyrus Byington having given satis​factory evidence of his dismission from the Presbytery of Cincinnati & of his having been recommended by that Presbytery to this requested to be rec’d as a member of this Pres​bytery. His request was granted.

The Presbytery voted that their next meeting be held at Yoknokchaya on Thursday pre​ceding the first Sab. in November next. Presbytery adjourned with prayer.-




C. Kingsbury, Clerk.

[3]




“Yoknokchaya, Oct. 29, 1829

A quorum not being present, Presbytery was not constituted.
 

Oct. 30th a quorum having arrived Presbytery was constituted with prayer by the Rev’d C. Byington, the moderator of the last meeting being absent.

Present: the Rev’d T. Archibald, C. Byington & C. Kingsbury.

The Rev’d C. Byington was chosen Moderator, & C. Kingsbury Clerk. The minutes of the last meeting not being present & no business being before Presbytery, Presbytery adjourned to meet at Mayhew on Wednesday the 11th of Nov. next. Concluded with Prayer.




C. Kingsbury, Clerk.”




Mayhew,
 Nov. 11th. 1829.

Presbytery met according to adjournment
 & was constituted with prayer.

Rev’d T. Archibald
Elders
          C. Byington
Wm Wright of Unity Church

          Alfred Wright, absent
Isaac Toomer of Beersheba Church

The Rev’d William Montgomery, Rev’d Jacob Rickow & Rev’d Benj. Chase
 being present were invited to sit as corresponding

[4]

members.

Messrs. Loring S. Williams, Moses Jewell & David Wright, Licentiates from the Missis​sippi Presbytery, having obtained a dismission & recommendation from that Presbytery, were, at their request, rec’d under the care of this Presbytery. They having been licensed by that Presbytery as entrusted in any care [?].

Mr. David Wright
 having requested ordination as an Evangelist, resolved that his appli​cation be rec’d & that he be directed to prepare a popular discourse on Eph. 5.14., also a Lecture on Heb. 1:1-8 as parts of his trial preparatory to his ordination.
 —

Mr. Loring S. Williams having requested ordination as an Evangelist, voted that his ap​pli​cation be received & that he be directed to prepare a popular discourse on Chap. 1.7
, also a Lecture on the Parable of the Sower, the latter to be written in Choctaw & English & both to be presented at the next semi-annual meeting of Presbytery.

On motion resolved, that the next semiannual meeting of Presbytery be at Aiikhuna the Friday preceding the last Sab. in March 1830 at 9 o’clock a.m.

Adjourned to meet at Columbus the Friday preceding the second Sabbath in Jan’y 1830 at 3 o’clock p.m.

[5]




Columbus, Jan’y 8th, 1830

Presbytery met according to adjournment. Opened by the delivery of a Sermon by the Rev’d Harrison Allen & was constituted with prayer by the moderator.
 —

Present.


Rev’d T. Archibald



    C. Byington


          C. Kingsbury


Rev’d Alfred Wright, absent. —

Elders.


Henry W. Hunt, from the church at Columbus


Isaac Toomer jr from the church at Beersheba

The Rev’d Messrs Joseph P. Cunningham & John M. Gray from the South Alabama Pres​bytery & Rev’d Harrison P. Allen from the Newburyport [Massachusetts] Presbytery were invited to sit as corresponding members.

[6]

The Rev’d Thomas Archibald was chosen Moderator & Rev’d Cyrus Byington clerk. (recess till 7 o’clock p.m.)

Mr. David Wright, Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury, & Br. Henry W. Hunt were appointed a com​mittee of arrangements. —

Proceeded to examine Mr. D. Wright with reference to his receiving ordination as an Evan​gelist, as to his acquaintance with experimental religion,
 the Greek language & theol​ogy in part. —

The report of the Committee of arrangements was read and accepted.

On motion adjourned till tomorrow morning at half past 8 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.




Jan’y 9th 

Met according to adjournment. Members present, as on yesterday. Mr. Toomer absent. Prayer was offered by Rev’d C. Kingsbury. 

Examined the candidate on his views of the Sacraments and church government.

On motion voted that his excuses for not preparing a written Lecture be sustained. (Re​cess till after sermon by the candidate)

On motion voted that the sermon as part of the trials of the candidate be sustained.




Recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

[7]

The ordination Sermon was delivered by the Rev’d Joseph P. Cunningham (from I Thess. 2 ch 8-9 v.). The Rev’d T. Archibald addressed the congregation upon the nature of the ministerial office & read the questions to the Candidate pointed out in the Discipline. To all which he answered in the affirmative.—The consecrating prayer was offered by Rev’d C. Byington when the Presbytery imposed hands upon the Candidate & afterward gave him the right hand of fellowship. Rev’d C. Kingsbury delivered the charge & Rev’d J. N. Gray addressed the people—Rev’d H. Allen offered the concluding prayer. After singing had a recess till after the delivery of sermon in the evening.

Rev’d David Wright was invited to sit as a member of this Presbytery.

Rev’d C. Byington was chosen Stated Clerk. The Rev’d Hillary Patrick presented a cer​tificate of his dismission & recommendation from the Union Presbytery [Tennessee] to join the Mis​sis​sippi Presbytery. But it appearing from statements made by Mr. Patrick that there was a mistake in the name of the Presbytery to which he had been recom​mended, it being that of Miss.
 when it should have been Tombigbee—

 [8]

on motion resolved to receive him as [a] member of this Presbytery.

The Rev’d Hillary Patrick was chosen a commissioner to attend the meeting of the next General Assembly.
 —

On motion adjourned to meet at Aiikhuna on the Friday previous to the last Sab. of March at 9 o’clock a.m. Concluded with Prayer by the moderator. Doxology sung at the close.




Attest Cyrus Byington, Stated Clerk

[9]




Aiikhuna, Chahta Nation, 




March 26th 1830

Presbytery met according to adjournment, opened by the delivery of a Sermon from Matthew 28th ch. 18.19.20. v. — by the Rev’d C. Byington & was constituted with prayer by the Moderator. 

Present.
Rev’d Thomas Archibald


           Cyrus Kingsbury


           Alfred Wright &



     Cyrus Byington

Absent.
Rev’d David Wright &


           Hillary Patrick

Elders present.
     William Givens of Unity Church.

Calvin Cushman, an elder in the Mayhew church presented application from that church to be rec’d under the care of this Presbytery, which was granted. — And he took his seat as a member of this Presbytery.

Rev’d Alfred Wright presented a petition from the Goshen church
 to be rec’d under the care of this Presbytery, which was granted. 

Ebenezer Hotchkin, an elder in the Goshen church, took his seat as a member.

Rev’d A. Wright, rendered an excuse for his absence at the last meeting, which was sus​tained. —

[10]

On motion resolved to correct the Records of the meeting held at Mayhew on Nov: 11th 1829 by inserting on the 6th and 7th lines from the top of page 4th the following words “They having been licensed by that Presbytery as extraordinary cases.”
 —

And the Records of the Meeting held at Columbus in Jan’y last, by inserting the words “as an Evangelist”
 between the 5th & 6th lines from the top of page 6th. —

Bros. Williams, Byington & Cushman were appointed a Committee of arrangements.

Ebenezer Hotchkin
 having presented a request to be rec’d under the care of this Presby​tery as a candidate for licensure in the Gospel ministry, resolved to examine him, as to his acquaintance with experimental religion, & his views in wishing to become a preacher of the Gospel.

On motion resolved that this examination be sustained & that he be rec’d under the care of this Presbytery.​—

Rev’d Harrison Allen having produced a letter of dismission & recommendation, from the Presbytery of Newburyport, on motion resolved to receive him as a member of this Pres​bytery.

Mr. Hugh Caldwell a Licentiate, having produced a letter of dismission & recom​mend​ation from the New Brunswick Presbytery:
 on motion resolved to receive

[11]

him under the care of this Presbytery. Recess till 2 o’clock p.m.




[2 o’clock p.m.]

On motion resolved to examine Mr. Hotchkin in English grammar and Geography. — 

The examination was sustained.

On motion resolved that Mr. Hotchkin prepare himself as portions of his trial, to be examined in Astronomy, Natural & Moral Philosophy, at the next meeting of this Presby​tery, & that he also write a discourse from the Gospel according to St John 4th Ch. 24th v. 

On motion resolved that Mr. Williams deliver a popular discourse at 4 o’clock this after​noon as part of his trial, preparatory to ordination. —

M. Hugh Caldwell having requested ordination as an Evangelist, upon motion resolved that his application be rec’d & that he deliver a popular discourse
 this evening at 7 o’clock as a part of his trial, preparatory to ordination. —

Proceeded to examine Messrs Caldwell & Williams, as to their acquaintance with experi​mental religion and as to their views in wishing for ordination as Evangelists. —

The Stated Clerk was directed to prepare a Presbyterial Report of the state of the churches & forward the same to the next General Assembly. —

Mr. Williams delivered the popular discourse, previously assigned him by this Presby​tery, at 4 o’clock p.m. On motion resolved that this part of his trial be sustained.

[12]

Rev’d A. Wright & H. Allen were appointed a Committee to examine the Records of the churches at Beersheba & Unity. —





[7 o’clock p.m.]

At 7 o’clock p.m. Mr. Caldwell delivered a popular discourse from the first Epistle of John, 3 ch. 2v. On motion resolved that this part of his trial be sustained. —

Rev’d David Wright was chosen Treasurer of this Presbytery. 

Proceeded to examine Messrs. Williams & Caldwell as to their knowledge of Theology.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. Prayer by Rev’d A. Wright.




March 27th
Presbytery met according to adjournment. Prayer by the moderator.

The report of the Committee of arrangements was read & accepted.

On motion resolved, that the examination of Messrs. Williams & Caldwell, as to their piety, motives for engaging in the work of the Ministry, knowledge of philosophy, theol​ogy, church history, & church government be sustained.

The examination in languages for special reasons was omitted.

Brn. A. Wright, C. Byington, [&] H. Caldwell were appointed a Committee to draw up a report of the State of Religion within the bounds of this Presbytery to be forwarded to the General Assembly.

[13]

Mr. Williams delivered his Lecture in Chahta. On motion resolved that the examination, the trials for ordination be sustained, and that we proceed to the ordination of Messrs Williams & Caldwell. —

Rev’d T. Archibald preached the Sermon from the Epistle to the Coloss. 4th ch. 19. Rev’d A. Wright offered the consecrating prayer. Rev’d C. Kingsbury delivered the charge & the Rev’d C. Byington addressed the people in Chahta. —

Rev’d L. S. Williams & Hugh Caldwell were invited to take their seats in Presbytery as members.

The Rev’d Hillary Patrick was chosen commissioner to the General Assembly, & the Rev’d Hugh Caldwell as his alternate.

On motion resolved that the Tr[easurer] of this Presbytery be requested to pay over to the Rev’d Hugh Caldwell the amount of money for the Commissioners’ fund,
 that he may deliver the same to the Treasurer of the General Assembly.

The Report of the Committee on the Sessional Records
 of Beersheba & Unity Churches was made & accepted.

Missionary labors were assigned to the Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury,
 west of Mayhew, so as to include [two indecipherable words] & East & South as far as Hitapa. Missionary labours were assigned to C Byington in Bokfalaia, Kika shobahas apokta chito. Nucha & Okayanali [?].—

[14]

and to L. S. Williams in connection with C. Byington, south of Oknakshobo.

On motion resolved that the next meeting of Presbytery be held at Goshen, on the Friday previous to the last Thursday of Oct. 1830, at 4 o’clock p.m.

On motion resolved that the following Bros. attend to the following subjects in examining candidates for licensure or ordination,

viz. Rev’d D. Wright

English Gram: & the Languages.

      Rev’d T. Archibald
Geography & Nat. Philosophy.

      Rev’d A. Wright

Moral Philosophy and Astronomy.

      Rev’d C. Kingsbury
Church Government.

                 C. Byington
Church History.

                 H. Allen

Natural Theology.

                 L. S. Williams
Experimental religion

                 Moderator

Theology

On motion resolved to adjourn—Prayer by Moderator. Singing of doxology at close.






Attest Cyrus Byington, Stated Clerk

[15]

[blank page]

[16]

[blank page]

[17]






Goshen, Choctaw Nation






Oct. 22nd 1830

The Presbytery met according to adjournment & was opened by the Rev’d Thomas Archibald, the moderator of the last meeting of Presbytery with a Sermon from Rev. 2nd ch. 10 v. “Be thou faithful unto death & I will give thee a crown of life.”
 The Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Present.


Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury


           Thomas Archibald


           Alfred Wright


           Cyrus Byington


           Loring S. Williams

Absent.
Rev’d Hillary Patrick


           David Wright


           Harrison Allen


           Hugh Caldwell

The Rev’d Alfred Wright was elected Moderator, and the Rev’d Cyrus Byington was elected clerk. —

The minutes of the last Presbytery were read.



                                    The Presbytery had a recess until 7 o’clock p.m.






[7 o’clock p.m.]

After the recess the Presbytery met. 

Elijah Bardwell an elder of the church at Goshen appeared & took his seat as a member.

The Church of Christ at Emmaus established upon 

[18]

congregational principles, requested to be received under the watch & care of the Pres​bytery, on the accommodation plan.
 Upon motion resolved to postpone the consideration of this subject till tomorrow morning. —

Mr. Moses Jewell having made a request that he be dismissed from this Presbytery & rec​ommended to the fellowship and care of the Newark [New Jersey] Presbytery, upon motion re​solved, that Mr. Jewell’s request be granted, & that in the certificate of dis​charge and recom​mendation, it be stated that Mr. Jewell was licensed by the Presbytery of Missis​sippi & recommended to this, as an extraordinary case.

Rev’d C. Kingsbury & T. Archibald were appointed a Committee of arrangements. Re​solved that the Rev’d A. Wright & Mr. Bardwell be added to the Committee.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.






Saturday, Oct. 23rd 






9 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery met & was constituted with prayer. The minutes of last session were read. 
The General Assembly at their last meeting by a resolution having recommended the 2nd Thursday of Nov. next as a day of fasting, humiliation & prayer, on account of the sin which rests upon the church & the whole land

[19]

by the profanation of the Sabbath, & having given it in charge, to all the Synods and Pres​byteries in their connection, to take such order on this subject as may be most ef​fec​tual in securing the observance of that day by the churches, on motion, resolved, that we cheerfully comply with the recommendation of the General Assembly & that it be recom​mended to the members of this Presbytery to preach a sermon appropriate to the occas​ion.

On motion resolved to refer the request of the Emmaus church to Synod for advice & that the Rev’d C. Kingsbury & L. S. Williams be a Committee to represent the same.

David S. Hillhouse a delegate from the church at Emmaus being present, was invited to sit with us as a corresponding member.
 —The Presbytery had a recess. —

After recess the Presbytery met and adjourned till Monday morning at 8 o’clock a.m.




Concluded with prayer.




Monday morning
 




Oct 25th 8 o’clock

The Presbytery met according to adjournment & was constituted with prayer. The Rev’d Harrison Allen appeared & rendered an excuse for his absence.

[20]

The Rev’d H. Allen presented a petition from the church at Elliot, to be rec’d under care of this Presbytery which was granted. —

On motion resolved that the next meeting of Presbytery be at Elliot.

Mr. Hotchkin read a discourse, which was sustained as a part of his trial.

Adjourned until 3 o’clock p.m. Concluded with prayer.




[3 o’clock p.m.]

The Presbytery met according to adjournment and was constituted with prayer. —

Proceeded to the examination of Mr. Hotchkin in Astronomy & Natural Philosophy as part of his trial which was sustained. 

On motion resolved that Mr. Hotchkin as a part of his trial prepare a written discourse from Jer’h. 17th ch. 9 v. & that he also attend to the study of Natural Theology with ref​erence to an examination at our next meeting.
 

On motion resolved to adjourn to meet on the Friday previous to the last Sabbath of March next at 4 o’clock p.m. concluded with prayer, singing & the apostolic benediction.




Attest Cyrus Byington, Stated Clerk

[21]

The Committee appointed by Synod to examine the Records of the Presbytery of Tom​bigbee make report that in their opinion they are regularly entered & are thus far ap​proved, which report was accepted.




William Montgomery, 





Mod’r.

[22]

[blank page]

[23]

The Presbytery of Tombigbee met according to adjournment at Elliot, Friday, March 25, 1831, at 4 o’clock p.m. and was opened by the Rev’d David Wright in the absence of the moderator of the last meeting with a sermon from II Tim: 4th ch: 1 & 2 verses. “I charge thee therefore before God, & the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick & the dead at his appearing & his kingdom. Preach the word, be instant in season, out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.”

The Presbytery was constituted with prayer upon calling the roll
 there were present.


Ministers
Elders


Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury.
Ebenezer Hotchkin

                            Cyrus Byington.
from the Goshen Church.

                            David Wright.

                            Harrison Allen.

                            Loring S. Williams.

Absent


Rev’d Thomas Archibald.

                             Alfred Wright.

                             Hillary Patrick.

                             Hugh Caldwell.

[24]

The Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury was elected Moderator. The minutes of the last meeting of Presbytery were read. Rev’d David Wright rendered an excuse for his absence at the meet​ing of Presbytery at Aukhuma March 1830. On motion, resolved that the excuse be sustained. He also rendered an excuse for his absence at the meeting of Presbytery at Goshen in Oct. last. On motion resolved that the excuse be sustained. —

Rev. C. Byington, H. Allen, & D. Wright were appointed a Committee of arrangements.

On motion, resolved to adopt, as the rules of this judicatory, “The General Rules for Judi​catories revised, approved and recommended by the General Assembly in 1821” as re​corded in the appendix of their confession of faith. 

The Rev’d Alfred Wright was chosen commissioner to the next General Assembly & the Rev’d Loring S. Williams to be his alternate.



                                   The Presbytery had a recess till after divine service.

After recess the Presbytery met.

Rev’d H. Allen & L. S. Williams were appointed a Committee to examine the records of the Sessions of Unity, Beersheba, Luksipilali & Goshen churches.

[25]

Rev’d D. Wright & H. Allen were appointed a Committee to examine the records of the Session of Mayhew church.
 

Rev’d C. Kingsbury & C. Byington were appointed a Committee to examine the records of the Session of the Columbus church.

Rev’d D. Wright & L. S. Williams were appointed a Committee to examine the records of the Session of Elliot Church. 

On motion resolved that Mr. Hotchkin read the discourse assigned him at the last meeting of Presbytery as part of his trial preparatory to licensure tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.

On motion resolved that the Rev’d David Wright be appointed to visit the Luksipilali church, to act as the moderator of their Session & make report of the State of the church to Presbytery at its next meeting.

Mr. John Dudley having presented a request to be rec’d under the care of this Presbytery as a candidate for Licensure in the gospel ministry, on motion resolved to examine him as to his acquaintance with experimental religion, his views in wishing to become a preacher of the gospel. After the examination on motion resolved that it be sustained & that he be rec’d under the care of this Presbytery as an extraordinary case.

[26]

The Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow at 8 o’clock a.m. Concluded with prayer.




Saturday morning




8 o’clock

The Presbytery met according to adjournment & was constituted with prayer. The min​utes of the last Session were read.

On motion resolved that a Committee of two be appointed to converse with Mr. Dudley & to recommend the course of study to be pursued by him as preparatory to his licensure.

Rev’d D. Wright and C. Byington were appointed the Committee mentioned in the last res​​o​lution.

The Committee appointed to examine the records of the Sessions of Unity, Beersheba, Luksipilali & Goshen churches, reports that no records have been forwarded to Presby​tery for examination.

The Committee appointed to examine the Records of the Session of the Columbus church, made report that in their opinion, they are regularly entered, which on motion was accepted.—

The Presbytery heard Mr. Hotchkin read his sermon, which had been previously assigned him. On motion resolved that this part of his trial be sustained.

[27]

On motion resolved that a Committee be appointed to assist & direct Mr. Hotchkin in his studies preparatory to his licensure. 

Rev’d A. Wright & C. Byington were appointed the Committee mentioned in the last resolution. —

On motion resolved that the Stated Clerk make a Presbyterial report to the next General Assembly. —



                               The Presbytery had a recess till after divine service.




[3 o’clock p.m.]

After recess at 3 o’clock p.m. the Presbytery met.

The Committee appointed to examine the records of the Session of Elliot church made a report which was accepted.

The committee to whom the records of the Session of the Mayhew church were referred reported a resolution, that the records be returned to the Session for correction & that they be presented to Presbytery at its next meeting which was adopted. —

On motion resolved that a Committee be appointed to prepare a narrative of the State of religion within the bounds of this Presbytery to be presented to the next General Assembly—Rev’d D. Wright, L. S. Williams & Mr. E. Hotchkin were appointed this com​​mittee.

[28]

Proceeded to examine Mr. Hotchkin on Natural theology. On motion resolved that this part of his trial be sustained.

Proceeded to examine Mr. Dudley on English grammar. On motion resolved that this part of his trial be sustained.

Rev’d D. Wright was appointed to examine Mr. Dudley on Natural Philosophy & Geog​raphy. 



                                   The Presbytery had a recess till after divine service.

After which Presbytery met.

Rev’d David Wright having attended to the examination of Mr. Dudley reported a res​olution that this part of Mr. Dudley’s trial be sustained, which was adopted.

On motion resolved that the next meeting of Presbytery be at Beersheba Church in Lowndes County on the Thursday next previous to the last Thursday of Oct. next at 11 o’clock a.m.

On motion resolved that the Sessions of Unity, Beersheba & Goshen churches be re​quested to forward their minutes to the next meeting of Presbytery.

Adjourned to meet Monday morning at 6 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

[29]




March 29th



Monday morning, 6 o’clock

The Presbytery met according to adjournment. Constituted with prayer. The minutes of the previous Sessions were read & corrected.

The Committee appointed to prepare a narrative of the state of religion to be presented to the next General Assembly read the same which was accepted.

The Committee appointed to refer the request of the Emmaus church to Synod for advice reported as the advice of Synod the following resolution, which was adopted, viz: that the church at Emmaus be received under the watch & care of this Presbytery on “the accom​modation plan.”
 —

On motion resolved that the Treasurer be directed to pay the amount of money which may be committed to him for the Commissioners’ fund to our Commissioner [to the Gen​eral Assembly] the Rev’d Alfred Wright.

On motion resolved that Mr. Hotchkin prepare a critical exegesis to be read at the next meeting of Presbytery from the Gospel of John, ch: 1, v. 1-14.

[30]

On motion resolved, that Mr. John Dudley prepare a written discourse from the acts of the apostles ch: 17. v.30. “But now (God) commandeth all men everywhere to re​pent.” To be exhibited at the next meeting of Presbytery. —

Mr. Joseph Dukes a Choctaw member of the Mayhew church,
 having requested the ad​vice of this Presbytery as to his fitness with a view of becoming qualified as a catechist among his people, it was resolved that the Rev’d C. Kingsbury be appointed to advise & direct him, in regard to his studies, with reference to that work.
 —

The minutes of this Session were read & corrected. On motion, resolved that the Pres​by​tery adjourn to meet at the time & place mentioned in a previous resolution. —

Concluded with prayer, singing the doxology & the apostolic benediction.




Attest. Cyrus Byington, Stated Clerk.

[31]

[blank page]

[32]

[blank page]

[33]




Thursday,
 October 20, 1831

The Presbytery met according to adjournment at a camp ground
 within the bounds of the Beersheba church & was constituted with prayer by the Rev’d Thomas Archibald the senior minister present, the moderator of the last meeting being absent, & the congrega​tion not having assembled, the sermon usually delivered on such occasions was omitted.

Present.
Rev’d Thomas Archibald


           Cyrus Byington Jr



     David Wright, ministers &


Mr. William W. Story of Beersheba church.

The Rev’d David Wright was elected moderator. The minutes of the last meeting of Pres​bytery were read. When the roll was called it appeared that the Rev’d Cyrus Kings​bury, Alfred Wright, Loring S. Williams, Hillary Patrick & Hugh Caldwell were absent. The Rev’d Harrison Allen
 having been removed by death since our last meeting, to wit, on the 19th of August last.

On motion resolved that this solemn event of divine Providence be entered upon our records with feelings of submission & with prayer that we who survive may be prepared to follow when our Lord & Master shall call us away. —

[34]

Rev’d Thomas Archibald rendered an excuse for his absence at the last meeting of Pres​bytery, on motion resolved that the excuse be sustained.

On motion resolved that Mr. Story have leave of absence during the remainder of the day.

The following persons were appointed a Committee to examine the Sessional records of the Mayhew church, viz: Mr Archibald, Mr. Byington, ministers & Mr. Story, elder.

On motion resolved that the moderator be a committee to examine the Sessional Records of the Beersheba church—

Mr. D. Wright made report that he had not been able to visit the Luksipilali church agreeable to a resolution of Presbytery at its last meeting. On motion resolved that the report be accepted & the appointment continued until the next meeting of Presbytery.

The Treasurer made a report, that he had paid to the Rev’d Hugh Caldwell the amt. of Commissioners’ fund in his hands for the year including May 1830 & also to the Rev’d Alfred Wright the amt. of Commissioners’ fund in his hands for the year ending May 1831, which was accepted. 

On motion adjourned to meet tomorrow 4 o’clock p.m.





Concluded with prayer.

[35]




Friday Oct 21




4 o’clock p.m.

The Presbytery met according to adjournment & was constituted with prayer. Mr. Robert Dowdle an Elder of Unity church appeared & took his seat.

Mr. Ebenezer Hotchkin an Elder of Goshen church appeared and took his seat.

Mr. Byington, Mr. Archibald, ministers & Mr. Hotchkin an elder were appointed a com​mittee to examine the Sessional records of Unity church. —





Recess till 5 o’clock.

After recess the Presbytery met & resumed business.

On motion resolved that Mr. Hotchkin deliver his exegesis upon John 1 ch. 1-14 v. to​mor​row morning at 8 o’clock. On motion resolved that he be examined in Ecclesiastical History tomorrow at 4 o’clock p.m.

The Stated Clerk was ordered to make a report of the Presbytery to Synod.

On motion resolved that the Stated Clerk write a letter to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly requesting him to forward copies of the minutes of the last General Assembly to the several members of this Presbytery & to the Sessions of such churches as are va​cant. —

[36]

On motion resolved that the Presbytery hear reports, of the state of religion, the cause of temperance, the distribution of bibles & tracts, & of Sabbath schools,
 tomorrow at 1 o’clock p.m.

On motion resolved to adjourn till tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.





Concluded with prayer.




Saturday morning




8 o’clock

The Presbytery met according to adjournment & was constituted with prayer. The min​utes of the last Session were read.

Rev’d C. Kingsbury appeared & rendered an excuse for tardiness which was sustained.

Mr. Hotchkin read his exegesis upon John 1 ch. 1-14 v.

Presbytery had a recess for ten minutes. — After recess the Presbytery met & resumed business.

Mr. Hotchkins’ exegesis was sustained as a part of his trial. —

Rev’d T. Archibald & C. Kingsbury were appointed a Committee to examine the Ses​sional records of Goshen church.

The above Committee reported that the records of the Session of G. church have not been forwarded. Whereupon resolved that the Session at Goshen be especially requested to forward their records to the next 

[37]

meeting of Presbytery.




Recess till after divine service.

After recess at 12 o’clock m. the Presbytery met & resumed business.

The Committee appointed to examine the Records of the Session of Beersheba church made report, that it is advisable to refer the same to the Session for correction, which was accepted.

The Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart presented a certificate of dismission & recommendation from the North Alabama Presbytery to join the Tombigbee Presbytery.
 On motion re​solved to receive him as a member of this Presbytery.

Rev. Hillary Patrick having made a request by letter to be dismissed from this Presbytery & recommended to the Western District Presbytery
—Upon motion resolved that the re​quest be granted & that the Stated Clerk furnish him with a certificate of the same.

On motion resolved that the reports of the state of the churches which were to have been heard at this time, viz: 1 o’clock to-day be deferred till after divine service.




Recess till after divine service. —

[38]

After recess the Presbytery met. 

The Committee to whom was referred the records of the Session of Unity church made a report that the same are not accurately kept, as it appears that the Sessions were often commenced and closed without prayer, besides being defec​tive in other respects. Upon motion resolved that the report be accepted & that the records be returned for correction under the care of the moderator of the Session & be presented again at the next meeting of Presbytery. —

On motion, resolved, that Mr. Story have leave of absence & that Mr. Benjamin Godfrey an Elder of the Beersheba church take a seat in Presbytery. Mr. Godfrey appeared and took his seat.

This Presbytery having been informed that there are within its bounds followers of Wil​liam C. Davis, a clergyman, excommunicated from the Presbyterian Church—After a full discussion as to the propriety of admitting such persons to the enjoyment of church privi​leges, resolved as the opinion of this Presbytery that it would be improper so far to count​e​nance heresy & disorderly conduct as to admit such persons to the enjoyment of church privileges.

[39]

On motion resolved that an application be made to the Board of Missions under the care of the General Assembly to lend to our aid one or two missionaries to labour within our bounds for the space of a year. —

On motion resolved that as a Presbytery we take all suitable measures to raise funds to aid in the support of such missionaries as may be sent to our aid by said Board.

On motion resolved that Mr. D. Wright & Mr. Byington be a Committee to carry into effect the preceding resolutions.

On motion resolved that measures be taken to form a Temperance Society, auxiliary to the American Temperance Society
 during our present Session, & that Rev’d C. Kings​bury be appointed to draw up a Constitution.

Mr. Hotchkin was examined in Ecclesiastical History. Upon motion resolved that this part of his trial be sustained. Ordered that Mr. Hotchkin prepare a popular discourse from Rev. 21.7 to be exhibited at the next meeting of Presbytery as part of his trial for licen​sure & that in the meantime he devote himself to the study of 

[40]

Theology.

On motion resolved that our next semi-annual meeting be held at Monroe in the Chicka​saw Nation.

On motion resolved that our semi-annual meeting hereafter be held on the Thursday previous to the 2nd Sab. of March & on the Thursday previous to the first Sabbath of October in each year at 4 o’clock p.m.




       Recess till after divine service.

After recess met & resumed business.

On motion, resolved, that the Report of this Presbytery prepared by the Stated Clerk to be sent to Synod be accepted.

On motion, resolved, that the Rev’d D. Wright & T. Archibald visit the vacant churches of Bethany & Luksipilali twice each, previous to our next meeting & that in the meantime Rev’d C. Kingsbury & C. Byington visit the vacant churches at Elliot & at Goshen & that the said Brethren act as moderators of the Sessions of the several churches aforesaid & report the state of the same. —

The Committee appointed to examine the Records of the Session of Mayhew church made report that they were regularly kept—and were in good order to the

[41]

twenty-first page, which was accepted.

On motion, resolved, to defer attending to the narrative of the state of religion until to​morrow [actually, Monday] morning 8 o’clock.

Adjourned to meet on Monday morning at 8 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.




Monday morning, Oct 24




8 o’clock

The Presbytery met according to adjournment. Constituted with prayer. The minutes of the last meeting were read.

Reports were made concerning the state of the churches agreeable to a previous resolu​tion. —

Recess until after breakfast. — After recess resumed business & continued to hear reports concerning the state of religion.

A motion was made that the resolution passed concerning the followers of William C. Davis be published in some newspaper for the information of all who may be concerned. Upon putting the same to vote, the motion was lost by a unanimous vote.

Upon motion resolved that the sum of eleven dollars & six cents collected by contribution during this meeting or monies which may hereafter be collected within our bounds be 

[42]

placed in the hands of the Treasurer of Presbytery as mission funds to be expended within our bounds—

Upon motion resolved that Mr. D. Wright & Mr. Archibald, ministers, & Mr. Robert Dowdle, Elder, be a committee to supply the County of Monroe with Bibles.

A constitution was presented for a temperance society by the Rev’d C. Kingsbury, which after being read & discussed was adopted.

Adjourned to meet at the time & place of our next meeting as expressed in previous resolutions. Concluded with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction. —



                                                      Attest Cyrus Byington, Stated Clerk

The committee to whom was referred the records of the Tombigbee Presbytery, Reported that they have examined said records and recommend that they be approved to page 42, which report was adopted.




M. Murphy




Moderator.

 [43]




Thursday, March 8, 1832




4 o’clock p.m.

The Presbytery met at Monroe, according to adjournment & was constituted with prayer by the Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury the senior minister present, the moderator of the last meet​ing being absent.

Present
Ministers
Elders
Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury.
James Holmes of Monroe church.

           Thomas C. Stuart.
Eben’r Hotchkin of Goshen church.

Absent

Rev’d Thos. Archibald.

           Alfred Wright.

           David Wright.

           Loring S. Williams.

The Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart was elected moderator. The minutes of the last meeting of Presbytery were read. Rev’d C. Byington was elected temporary clerk. —

On motion resolved to have a recess till 7 o’clock p.m.

After recess the Presbytery met & resumed business. —

The Rev. Joseph B. Adams, a member of the Huntingdon Presbytery [Pennsylvania], was invited to take a seat as a Corresponding member. He took his seat accordingly. —

The following Committees were appointed to examine

[44]

the Sessional records, viz: For the records of the Session of Mayhew & Elliot, Mr. Holmes & Mr. Hotchkin. —

of Unity, Beersheba & Luksipilali: Mr Byington & Mr. Hotchkin. —

of Goshen & Columbus, Mr Stuart & Mr Holmes. —

of Monroe, Emmaus & Bethany, Mr Kingsbury & Mr Hotchkin. —

Rev’d T. C. Stuart, C. Byington & Mr. Holmes were appointed a Committee of arrange​ments.

The Rev’d Hugh Caldwell, a member of this Presbytery having been removed by death, on motion resolved, that a notice of this afflictive dispensation of divine Providence be entered upon our records. And while we make this notice of the death of another of our number & say concerning him, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,” we would pray that we also may be prepared for the coming of the Son of man. —

Resolved that Mr. D. Wright’s appointment to visit the Luksipilali church be continued & in case of his failure that Mr. Byington be his alternate.

Reports were made respecting visits made to the vacant churches of Bethany & Elliot & the church at Goshen

[45]

[indecipherable word] to a resolution passed at the last meeting of Presby. which were accepted. 

Mr. Kingsbury & Mr. Holmes were appointed a Committee to prepare a written narrative of the state of religion within our bounds to be forwarded to the next General Assembly.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. — Concluded with prayer.




Friday, March 9th



9 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. — The minutes of the last session were read. —

The Committee to whom were referred the records of the Session of the church at Colum​bus reported that the same are regularly & accurately made & recommended that they be approved, which was accepted. —

The Committee to whom were referred the Records of the Session of Goshen church, re​ported that the same have not been placed in their hands, which was accepted. —

Whereas the Moderator of the Session of Goshen church together with a part of the mem​bers have removed without the bounds of this Presbytery & have taken the records of G. Session with them, Resolved that the Stated Clerk write to the G. Moderator & state to him the opinion of Presbytery that the Records (after a copy 

[46]

is taken if desired) be returned to the original church to which they belong. —And that the Session of G. church be instructed to forward their minutes to the next meeting of Pres​bytery.

Whereas the Committee appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery to apply to the Board of Missions to obtain one or two missionaries to labour within our bounds have not, for reasons satisfactory to Presbytery, made such applications, Resolved, that they have per​mission to apply either to the P[resbyterian]. Board or to the Home Missionary Society, as they may deem most expedient.

The committee appointed to distribute tracts & Bibles in Monroe County not being pres​ent, no report was made to Presbytery of their proceedings. —

Resolved that Mr. Hotchkin deliver his popular discourse as part of his trial tomorrow at 11 o’clock a.m.



                              The Presbytery had a recess till after public worship. 

After public worship the Presbytery met & resumed business.

A motion was made & seconded to appoint Mr. James Holmes a Commissioner to the next General Assembly. — After some discussion on motion resolved to defer a decision until tomorrow.

The Committee to whom were referred the Records of the Session of Unity Church made a report, which was accepted,

[47]

& the Records were approved to Nov. 19, 1831, with certain exceptions made in writing & placed in the Book.

Resolved to examine Mr. Hotchkin in Theology tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. —

On motion resolved that the next semi-annual meeting of Presbytery be held at Columbus & at the time expressed in a resolution passed at our last meeting, determining the time for the meeting of Presbytery, which is the Thursday before the first Sab. of Oct. next, at  o’clock p.m.

On motion resolved that the Rev’d T. C. Stuart be requested to preach a missionary ser​mon at the next meeting of Presbytery.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer. —




Saturday, March 10th



9 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer. The minutes of the last Session were read. —

On motion resolved that Mr. Byington be the alternate of Mr. Stuart, to preach the mis​sionary sermon at Columbus agreeably to a resolution passed yesterday.

The Committee, to whom were referred the Records of the Session of Mayhew Church made a report, that the same are accurately kept & recommended that they be approved,

[48]

which was accepted. —

The Committee to whom were referred the Records of Beersheba, Bethany, Monroe, & Emmaus churches made a report that the S. Records have not been placed in their hands. 
On motion resolved that the Sessions of Monroe & Bethany churches be requested to forward their minutes to the next meeting of Presbytery.

Mr. Ebenezer Hotchkin was examined in Theology, as to Natural Religion, the necessity of revelation, the proof [of] its genuineness, & the character of God as existing in three persons, Father, Son & Holy Spirit, which was sustained.

The motion made yesterday to appoint Mr. James Holmes a Commissioner to the next Gen​eral Assembly was taken up & passed. Mr. Holmes signified his acceptance of the ap​pointment. 

Mr. Hotchkin read a sermon from the text assigned him at the last meeting of Presbytery.

On motion resolved that Mr. Stuart & Mr. Holmes be a Committee to examine Mr. Hotch​kins’ sermon.—

The Committee after having retired, returned & made a report & recommended that the sermon with certain corrections be sustained as a part of his trial, which

[49]

was accepted.

On motion, resolved, that Mr. Hotchkin prepare a written discourse as part of his trial to be exhibited at the next meeting of Presbytery, from John 3 ch. 16 v.



                                               The Presbytery had recess till 9 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met. 

On motion, resolved that Mr. Byington visit the churches of Goshen & Emmaus & ad​minister the ordinance of the Lord’s supper once previous to the next meeting of Pres​bytery, & also that he visit & preach to the Indians in the Chickasaw Nation[;] that Mr. Kingsbury visit the church of Elliot & administer the ordinance of the Lord’s supper once before the next meeting of Presbytery[;] that Mr. D. Wright visit the church at Bethany, once before the next meeting of Presbytery[;] that Mr. Stuart visit the station at Martyn
 as often as he can make it convenient during Mr. Holmes’ absence to attend the next Gen​eral Assembly[;] that Mr. Kingsbury & Mr. Archibald visit together the church at Luksi​pilali & administer the ordinance of the Lord’s supper there once before the next meeting of Presbytery. —

The Committee appointed to prepare a written narrative of the state of religion within our bounds to be sent to the next Gen: Assembly, presented the same, which was accepted.

[50]

Ordered that the Treasurer pay the amt. for Com. funds which he has rec’d or may re​ceive at this time to Mr. James Holmes as our Com: to the next Gen. Assembly.-

On motion resolved to meet at Columbus as expressed in a previous resolution.-

Concluded with prayer, singing a doxology & the apostolic benediction.



                                                 Attest Cyrus Byington, Stated Clerk—

[51]

[blank page]
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Columbus, Oct 4, 1832




4 o’clock p.m.

The Presbytery met at Columbus according to adjournment. The moderator being absent, Rev’d David Wright, being the last moderator present, was requested to take the chair & the Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Upon calling the roll, the following persons were present, viz. —

Ministers


Elders
Rev’d Thomas Archibald.
Isaac Toomer, of Beersheba church

           Cyrus Byington.
John L. Peden, Luksipilali church.

           David Wright.
David Gage, Emmaus church.




William Craven, Columbus.




Samuel Moulton, Goshen church.

Absentees

Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury.

           Alfred Wright.

           Thomas C. Stuart.

           Loring S. Williams.

After the roll had been called the Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury appeared & took his seat. —

The Rev’d David Wright was chosen moderator.

The minutes of the last meeting of Presbytery were read.

[54]

The Rev’d Thos. Archibald & David Wright, absentees at the last meeting, severally rendered excuses for their absences, which on motion were sustained.

Resolved, that a Committee of arrangements be appointed. The Rev’d David Wright, Cyrus Byington & Mr. Craven were appointed this Committee.


                   Resolved to have a recess till after divine service in the evening.

After recess the Presbytery met & resumed business.

Resolved that a committee of Bills & Overtures be appointed. Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury, Thomas Archibald & Mr. Moulton were appointed this Committee. —

The records of the Sessions of Bethany, Goshen & Monroe churches, not being presented agreeably to resolutions passed at the last meeting of Presbytery, resolved that the re​spective Sessions be requested to forward their minutes to the next meeting of Presby​tery.

The Brethren present to whom assignments were made at the last meeting to visit the va​cant churches & destitute regions within our bounds, made reports respectively that

[55]

they had attended to the duties assigned them, which reports were accepted.

The Stated Clerk reported that he had addressed a letter to the moderator of the Goshen church agreeably to a resolution passed at the last meeting of Presby. but had not yet rec’d an answer. —

The Committee appointed to supply the County of Monroe with Bibles made a report, that they had in part attended to that duty, which report was accepted & their appointment continued.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. —Concluded with prayer.




Oct. 5th, Friday morning




8 o’clock

The Presbytery met & was constituted with prayer. —The minutes of the last Session were read. —

The Committee of Bills & Overtures reported Overture No. 1—“Resolved that the resolutions of the last Gen: Assembly recorded p. 334 of the minutes respecting the ad​mis​sion of members to the churches be recommended to the [indecipherable word] obser​vance of all the church Sessions under our care”—which was rec’d & adopted. —

[56]

The Committee on Missions within our bounds made a report (See paper No 1.) which was accepted.

Resolved that their appointment be continued & that they take measures as soon as may be to procure a missionary to labour within our bounds under the direction of Presbytery.

Resolved, that a contribution to aid domestic missions within our bounds be taken up after the delivery of the missionary Sermon.

The Committee on Missions having noted that the Rev’d Thomas Archibald has made an application to them to labour within our bounds, as a missionary for the term of one year, under the patronage of the General Assembly board of missions, Resolved, that they be instructed to make an application to said board for an appointment that Br Archibald may labour as a missionary under the direction of this Presbytery.

Resolved, that the General Rules for Judicatories be read. The rules were accordingly read.

The Committee of Bills & Overtures reported Overture No 2, “Whereas by the report of our delegate to the last Gen. Assembly it appears that his traveling

[57]

expenses amounted to $50.74 more than the amount he rec’d for that object​—Resolved that this Presbytery take measures to supply the above discrepancy,” which was rec’d & accepted. 




Recess till after dinner.

After recess the Presbytery met. 

Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart appeared & took his seat & rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained. —

Resolved that the members of Presbytery present, note the names of those churches in which there are no members engaged in the traffic in ardent spirits
 & that the Stated Clerk transmit a copy of the same to the Agent of the American Temperance Society. The churches of Columbus, Luksipilali, Unity, Monroe & Emmaus were reported. —




Recess till after divine service.

After recess the Presbytery met & resumed business. 

Resolved that the Rev’d Samuel M. Nelson of the Bigby Presbytery in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church
 being present be invited to take a seat with us as a corresponding member.

Resolved that an invitation be extended to the Rev’d Booth

[58]

Malone of the Methodist Episcopal Church to take a seat with us as a corresponding mem​​ber.

William G. Wright an Elder in Unity church appeared & took his seat.

Resolved to hear Mr. Hotchkin’s trial sermon tomorrow at 3 o’clock p.m. Resolved that his examination in Theology take place immediately after the delivery of his sermon. —

The Committee of Bills & Overtures reported Overture No. 3—“Whereas certain ques​tions relative to the form & rates of representation to the Gen: Assembly have been sub​mitted to the Presbyteries for their decision. See p. 331 of the minutes of the last Gen. Assem:—Resolved that in the opinion of Presbytery it is expedient that the form of repre​sentation to the Gen: Assembly be changed from Presbyterial to Synodical.- 

2nd Resolved, that in the opinion of Presbytery, it is expedient that the ratio of repre​sen​tation, omitting fractions, be one minister & one Elder for every twenty-five ministers be​longing to Synod,” which was rec’d. —Resolved that the consideration of this overture be deferred till tomorrow

[59]

morning at the opening of Presbytery.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock. —Concluded with prayer.




Oct. 6, Saturday morning




8 o’clock

The Presbytery met according to adjournment & was constituted with prayer. The min​utes of the last session were read.

The consideration of Overture No. 3 was resumed. The 1st resolution was adopted. The 2nd resolution was adopted. 

The Committee of Bills & Overtures reported Overture No. 4, “Whereas the last Gen. Assembly referred to the Presbyteries for their decision a rule respecting the calling of official meetings of Synods (See minutes p. 333.) Resolved that Presbytery do approve [indecipherable abbreviation] rule & recommend its adoption,” which was rec’d & adopted.

Mr. David Gage having made a request to be rec’d under the care of Presbytery as a candidate for Licensure to preach the Gospel, Resolved to receive him. —

[60]

Resolved that the moderator proceed to examine Mr. Gage on his acquaintance with ex​per​​i​mental religion & the motives which influence him to desire the sacred office, which examination was approved.

The Presbytery had a recess till after divine worship.

After recess met & resumed business.

Resolved, that our next meeting be held at Unity church on the Thursday previous to the second Sabbath in March 1833 at 11 o’clock a.m. —

Resolved that Br. Archibald supply Beersheba, Luksipilali & Bethany churches statedly once a month.​—

Resolved that Br. D. Wright visit Unity church once a month.

Whereas the Rev’d Hillary Patrick having represented to this Presbytery that he has not presented to the Western District Pby. the dismission & recommendation he rec’d from this Pres’y with a view of joining said Western District Pres’y: & that he is not now with​in the bounds of that Pres’y & requests another letter of dismission & recommenda​tion to join the Presbytery of Indianapolis. Resolved that

[61]

his request be granted & that the Stated Clerk be required to forward it.





Recess till after dinner.

After dinner met & resumed business.

Resolved that Presbytery proceed to examine Mr. Gage in the languages, which exami​nation was sustained, with the request that if possible he attend further to the study of the Greek language. Resolved to examine Mr. Gage in English grammar & Geography.

The Presbytery proceeded to examine him in English grammar. The hour having arrived for the delivery of Mr. Hotchkin’s trial sermon Mr. Gage’s examination was suspended for the delivery of the same.

Mr. Hotchkin delivered a Sermon on the subject assigned him at our last stated sessions as part of his trial prior to licensure, which after mature deliberation was sustained. 

The examination of Mr. Gage was resumed in grammar & geography & was sustained.

A Committee consisting of Rev’d Cyrus Byington & Archibald with the Elders Mr. Toomer & Mr. Gage—

[62]

was appointed to examine Mr. Hotchkin in Theology to report this evening.




Recess until after public worship.

After public worship business was resumed.

The committee appointed to examine Mr. Hotchkin reported that they had attended to that duty & recommended that his examination be sustained, which was received.

Resolved that Mr. Hotchkin be licensed as “an extraordinary case” on Monday morning at ten o’clock.

Mr. Peden had leave of absence from the remaining Sessions of Presbytery.

                            Adjourned till Monday morning 8 o’clock. Concluded with prayer. —

Note by the Clerk:

[Sab. Oct 7th a missionary Sermon was delivered by the Rev’d C. Byington & a con​tribution amounting to twenty-six dollars fifty cents was taken up agreeably to a previous resolution.]

[63]




Oct 8th Monday morning




8 o’clock

The Presbytery met & was constituted with prayer. The minutes of the last Session were read.

Whereas the General Assembly has recommended the observance of the first Monday of January 1833, as a day of fasting & prayer See minutes [of the General Assembly] p. 325.

Resolved to recommend to the respective churches within our bounds to observe the same as [indecipherable word] in the resolution of the Gen. Assembly. —

Resolved that the ministers of this Presbytery be requested to prepare & deliver mis​sion​ary discourses suitable to the occasion to their respective congregations on that day. —

At Columbus the 8th day of Oct. 1832, the Presbytery of Tombigbee having rec’d testi​monial in favour of Ebenezer Hotchkin of his good moral character & of his being in the communion of the church, proceeded as an extraordinary case to take the usual parts of trial for his licensure & he having given satisfaction, as to his accomplishments in litera​ture, as to his experimental acquaintance with religion & as to his proficiency in divinity & other studies, the Presbytery did

[64]

& hereby do express their approbation of all these parts of trial; & he having accepted the confession of faith of this church & satisfactorily answered the questions appointed to be put to candidates to be licensed, the Presbytery did & hereby do license him the said Ebenezer Hotchkin, to preach the gospel of Christ as a probationer for the holy ministry, within the bounds of this Presbytery, or wherever else he shall be orderly called.



                          The Presbytery had a recess till after Divine Service. —

After recess met & resumed business.

Resolved that Mr. Hotchkin have leave to travel without our bounds.



                                             The Presbytery had a recess till after dinner.

After dinner Presbytery met & resumed business.  

Mr. Toomer had leave of absence to return home. 

Resolved that Rev’d C. Byington superintend Mr. Gage in his studies. Ordered that Mr. Gage prepare a written discourse from Eph: 2 ch. 8 v. to be exhibited at the next meeting of Presbytery as part of his trial prior to receiving licensure. Ordered that he also prepare a critical exercise

[65]

upon John chap. 1. v-from the 1-5 inclusive. —

Resolved that the Rev’d C. Kingsbury & C. Byington visit before next meeting of Pres​bytery, if consistent with other duties, the churches of Elliot, Goshen & Emmaus & also other destitute places within our bounds.

Resolved that the Rev’d T. C. Stuart attend the camp meeting
 to be held at Unity church on the third Sab. of Nov. next.

Resolved to adjourn to meet at the time & place expressed in a previous resolution.

Concluded with prayer, singing & the apostolic benediction. —



                                                     Attest. Cyrus Byington, Stated Clerk.

Approved Oct. 27, 1832.




James Smylie




Mod of Synod

[66]
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Unity Church




March 7th, 1833

According to adjournment the Rev’d Thomas Archibald & David Wright, Ministers & Mr. William G. Wright an Elder from Unity Church & members of the Tombigbee Pres​bytery met together at Unity Church. —

A prayer was offered. A quorum not having assembled, resolved to adjourn until Thurs​day the 14th of March at 12 o’clock m. when from the consultation which has been held with some of the absent members of Presbytery, it is expected that a quorum will assem​ble.

__________




Thursday 12 o’clock m.




March 14th 1833.

A quorum having assembled Presbytery was opened by the delivery of a Sermon from John 21.15 “Feed my Lambs,” by the Rev’d Cyrus Byington, the moderator of the last meeting being absent.
 After which the Presbytery was constituted with prayer.-

The roll being called, the following members were present, viz: 

Ministers


Elders
Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury.
William G. Wright.

           Thomas Archibald.

           Cyrus Byington.

Absent Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart. Alfred Wright. David Wright. Loring S. Williams.

[68]

Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury was chosen moderator. The minutes of the last meeting of Pres​by​tery were read.

The Rev’d Thomas Archibald & Cyrus Byington Ministers & Mr. Wright Elder were appointed a committee of Arrangements.

The Rev’d T. Archibald & Mr. Wright Elder were appointed a Committee of Bills & Over​tures.

The Bros. present to whom were assigned missionary labours at the last meeting severally made reports which were accepted.

The Committee appointed to attend to the supplying the Counties of Monroe & Lowndes with Bibles made a report that they had attended in part to that duty, but had not com​pleted the work. Resolved that the report be accepted & their appointment continued.

The Stated Clerk made a report of his efforts to inform the Stated Supply of Goshen church of the vote of Presbytery to have the said Records forwarded to Presbytery to have the said Records forwarded to Presbytery for examination, but without success, which report was accepted. Resolved that the Stated Clerk be instructed to write again to the Stated supply of G. church.

The Committee appointed to obtain a missionary or missionaries to labour within our bounds made a report that they had attended to their duties & with only partial success. Resolved that their report be

[69]

accepted & their appointment continued.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.





Concluded with prayer.




Friday morning 




9 o’clock

The Presbytery met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer. The minutes of the last Session were read.

Mr. David Gage a Committee man from the Emmaus church & a deacon in E. church
 appeared & took his seat.

The following Committees were appointed to examine the sessional records, viz:

Rev’d C. Byington. of Unity & Bethany churches.

           T. Archibald. of Mayhew, Elliot & Goshen churches.

           D. Wright & D. Gage. of Monroe & Beersheba churches.

           C. Kingsbury. of Columbus & Luksipilali churches.

Resolved that the Stated Clerk forward to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly a copy of the resolutions passed at the last meeting of Presbytery (see pp. 58 & 59) re​specting the form & ratio of representation to the Gen. Assembly & the calling of spec​ial Synodical meetings.

Resolved that the Rev’d C. Kingsbury & D. Wright be a Committee to collect money, to defray the expenses
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due to Mr. James Holmes a Commissioner to the last Gen. Assembly & Rev’d Hillary Pat​​rick, a Commissioner to the Gen. Assembly of 1830 amounting in all to $60.74 & when collected to pay the same over to the said Commissioners.

Resolved to proceed to the examination of Mr. D. Gage the candidate for licensure im​med​iately after the close of the religious exercises which are to commence at 3 o’clock p.m.

Resolved that B. Archibald labour as a missionary three Sabbaths in each month in the bounds of Unity, Beersheba & Luksipilali churches & the remainder of the time in desti​tute places at his discretion.

Resolved that Br. Byington preach at Beersheba church once a month & that Br. D. Wright supply Unity church once a month.

Presbytery had a recess till after the second sermon to be preached at 3 o’clock p.m.

After recess the Presbytery met & resumed business.

Mr. Gage read his critical exercise from John 1 ch. 1-5 v. inclusive, as part of his trial, which was sustained.



                                             Presbytery had a recess till after dinner.-

[71]

After dinner, the Presbytery met & examined Mr. Gage as to his acquaintance with Moral Philosophy & the evidences of Christianity, which was sustained.

The Presbytery had a recess till after divine service. After which the Presbytery met & re​sumed business & proceeded to examine Mr. Gage in Theology. After examining him upon a few articles, the evening being advanced, Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morn​​ing 8 o’clock.




Concluded with prayer.




Saturday morning




8 o’clock

The Presbytery met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer. The minutes of the last Session were read. —

The Committee appointed to examine the Records of Mayhew church made a report that the same are accurately kept which was accepted & the records approved.

The Committee appointed to examine the records of Elliot and Goshen churches reported that said records have not been put into their hands, which was accepted.

[72]

Rev’d C. Kingsbury, T. Archibald & Mr. W. G. Wright were chosen a Committee to pre​pare a Narrative of the State of Religion within our bounds for the next Gen: Assem​bly.

Resolved that a Sermon upon the subject of the Bible Cause be preached at our next meet​ing by the Rev’d David Wright & that a collection be requested in aid of that cause & that Rev’d T. C. Stuart be his alternate.—



                               The Presbytery had a recess till after divine service.

After divine service met & resumed business.

Rev’d David Wright appeared & took his seat & rendered an excuse for tardiness, which was sustained.-

Rev’d Samuel M. Nelson of the Bigby Presbytery in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was invited to take a seat with us, as a corresponding member.

Mr. William H. Craven, an Elder of the Columbus Church appeared & took his seat.

Resolved that the next meeting of Presbytery be held at Beersheba on the Thursday pre​vious to the 2nd Sabbath of Nov. next at 9 o’clock a.m.

[73]

Resolved that the Rev’d David Wright & C. Kingsbury be a Committee to examine Mr. Gage’s sermon.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Luksipilali & Columbus churches made a report that the same have not been put into their hands, which was accepted.

The committee appointed to examine the Records of Monroe & Beersheba churches re​ported that the same have not been put into their hands, which was accepted.

A motion was made to defer the farther examination of Mr. Gage in Theology until the next meeting of Presbytery, which motion was discussed for a short time. —



                                                   Presbytery had a recess till after dinner.

After dinner met & resumed business.

Resolved, that as Mr. Gage is not properly prepared to sustain an examination in Theol​ogy his examination be deferred until the next meeting of Presbytery & that in the mean​time he prosecute the study of Theology. —

Rev’d D. Wright made a report of his having supplied Unity church once a month & hav​ing preached at 
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Beersheba church once a month, which was accepted. —

Resolved, that hereafter the records of Sessions & the Sessional reports, which are to be forwarded to Presbytery, be presented to the Stated Clerk on the day that Presbytery is opened & not afterwards without a special resolution of Presbytery.



                                 The Presbytery had a recess till after divine service.

After divine service Presbytery met & resumed business.

Resolved that the moderator be requested to make arrangements to have a notice given to call a public meeting at Columbus of the citizens, to form a Bible Society.

The Committee of Bills & Overtures reported overtures No. 1 & 2, which were accepted. 
Overture No. 1 after being discussed was rejected.

Overture No. 2. “Resolved that the following appointments for camp meetings be made viz: —on the 3rd. Sab. in July next at Unity & on the 4th Sab. of August next at Luksipil​ali” was taken up & adopted.

Resolved that all the members of Presbytery be requested to attend the above camp meet​ings & that the moderator notify the absent members of this resolution.

[75]

The Treasurer made a report that he had in his hands the sum of twenty-eight dollars 18 ¼ cents,
 which was accepted.

The Committee appointed to examine the Records of Unity church made a report which was accepted & the records approved.

The Committee also reported that the records of Bethany church have not been produced which was accepted. —

Resolved that the members of Presbytery visit Bethany church on their way to Synod
 & learn its state & condition.

The Committee appointed to examine the sermon read by Mr. Gage reported a resolution that in their opinion it ought to be sustained, which was accepted and adopted. —

Rev’d D. Wright was excused from attending the further sessions of Presbytery.

Mr. W. H. Craven was excused from attending the further sessions of Presbytery. —

Adjourned to meet Monday morning at 8 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

[76]




Monday morning




9 o’clock, March 18

The Presbytery met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last Session were read.

Mr W. G. Wright a member of Presbytery having been taken ill, Mr. Robert Dowdle an Elder of Unity church took a seat in Presbytery.

Resolved that the ministers of this Presbytery with the assistance of the respective Ses​sions be requested to have personal conversation with the representative members of the churches under their care, once at least every three months for the purpose of learning their views, feelings & exercises upon the subject of religion, & that they keep a list of the members of each church.

Resolved that the Stated Clerk be instructed to prepare & forward a Presbyterial report to the next Gen. Assembly.

Resolved that the Committee appointed to prepare a narrative of the State of religion within our bounds be authorized to prepare & forward the same after the adjournment of Presbytery.

Resolved that the members of Presbytery be requested to commit to memory the proof texts cited in our Confession of Faith.

Resolved that the Rev’d C. Byington be a Committee to visit
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 the Rev’d Thomas Davis, a member of the South Alabama Presbytery residing within our bounds but who has not reported himself to this Presbytery, but who has not reported himself to this Presbytery & that he converse with Mr. Davis about his labours & designs as a Minister.

Ordered that Mr. Gage prepare a written discourse to be read at the next meeting of Presbytery from 2 Cor: 5th ch. 17 v. —“Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new creature.”

Resolved to adjourn to meet at Beersheba on the Thursday previous to the 2nd Sab. of Nov. next at 9 o’clock a.m. agreeably to a previous resolution. —

Concluded with singing, prayer, doxology & the apostolic benediction. —




Attest. Cyrus Byington, Stated Clerk.

Approved to Page 77 by Synod

1st Nov. 1833—Attest T. C. Stuart, Modr.
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Beersheba church




Nov 7th 1833.

The Presbytery met at Beersheba church according to adjournment. Not only the moder​ator, but the moderator of the previous meeting of Presbytery, being absent, the Rev’d Thomas Archibald was requested to take the chair & then the Presbytery was con​stituted with prayer.

At the calling of the roll the following persons were present, viz:

Rev’d Thomas Archibald
Elders.

           Thomas C. Stuart.
Mr. Isaac Toomer and
           Cyrus Byington, ministers.
Elder from Beersheba church.

Absent.

Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury,
 Alfred Wright, David Wright, Loring S. Williams.

The Rev’d Thomas Archibald was chosen moderator.

The Rev’d Joseph B. Adams, a member of South Alabama Presbytery, being present, was invited to take a seat as a corresponding member.

The minutes of the last meeting of Presbytery were read. 

Rev’d T. C. Stuart rendered an excuse for absence at the last meeting of Presbytery, which was sustained. —

The Rev’d C. Byington made a report of his labors in preaching at Beersheba church & in attending camp
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meetings, which was accepted.

The Rev’d Thomas Archibald made a report of his labors as a missionary & of having attended camp meetings which was accepted. —

The records of Goshen church were presented, when Rev’d T. Archibald & Mr. Isaac Toomer were chosen a committee to examine the same.

Resolved to adjourn till tomorrow morning 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.



Friday morning




9 o’clock

The Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. The minutes of the last session were read. 
The Committee on missions made a report of their efforts to obtain missionaries to labor within our bounds which was accepted, & the appointment of the committee continued.

Rev’d T. Archibald made a report of the State of Bethany church which was accepted.

Reports were made by the Rev’d C. Byington, T. Archibald & T. C. Stuart of their efforts & success in conversing with church members, agreeably to a resolution recorded on page 76, which were accepted and the resolution continued.
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The Presbytery had a conversation on the resolution recorded on page 76, on committing proof texts. But it appeared that the resolution had not been complied with. Resolved that it be continued.

Mr. Aquila Cavanah an elder from Luksipilali church appeared & took his seat & pre​sented the Records of that church. —

Rev’d C. Byington was appointed to examine the said record. Rev’d C. Byington who was appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery to converse with Rev’d Thomas Davis made a report of his conversation with him, which was accepted & the Committee dis​charged. —

Whereas the last Gen: Assembly did recommend to all churches & people under their pastoral superintendence to observe the whole of the first Monday of January 1834 as a season of special prayer of united, fervent, believing prayer for the conversion of world to God, & to con[d]uct the observance with fasting & abstinence from secular labor—Re​sol​ved to comply with the above recommendation (See minutes p. 482) —



                                 The Presbytery had a recess till after divine service. 

After recess Presbytery met & resumed business.

Rev’d D. Wright appeared & took his seat & rendered an excuse for tardiness, which was sustained.

 [82]

Certain resolutions upon the subject of Temperance had been recommended to the Pres​by​teries by the Synod of Mississippi & South Alabama & which are in these words were received, “1st Resolved that this body regards the cause of temperance as intimately con​nected with the prosperity of the church of Christ.
2. That this Synod believe it the duty of every minister within our bounds to use his ut​most endeavours to promote this cause.

3. That we regard the traffic, manufacture & [indecipherable word] the common use of ardent spirits except as a medicine,
 as an immorality & one that is inconsistent with the high character of a Christian.

4th That it is the duty of ministers of the gospel to encourage Temperance Societies. —

5. That we regard Temperance Societies as the most efficient means of promoting the cause of Temperance.

6th. That we believe it is the duty of every one who professes to be a follower of Jesus Christ, to unite & cooperate with temperance societies.”

A motion was made to adopt them. After some discussion resolved to defer the subject, that opportunity may be given for further consideration.



                                                Presbytery had a recess till after dinner.

[83]

After dinner Presbytery met & resumed business. 

When the resolutions from Synod were taken up and referred to a committee consisting of Rev’d David Wright, C. Byington, and Mr. I. Toomer.

The Committee appointed to collect funds to defray the expenses of Commissioners to the General Assembly made a report which was accepted & the committee discharged.

Resolved that a Committee be appointed to notify a meeting of the citizens of Columbus to be held on Monday evening next in Columbus to form a Bible Society auxiliary to the American Bible Society
 & to present a draft for the constitution of the same—Rev’d D. Wright, C. Byington & Mr William H. Craven were appointed on this committee.


                                        Presbytery had a recess till after divine service. —

After recess Presbytery met & resumed business.

Resolved to choose a Committee of correspondence with the Gen: Assembly’s Board of Education—Rev’d T. C. Stuart, D. Wright & William H. Craven were appointed on this Committee.

Resolved that the next meeting of Presbytery be held at Columbus on Thursday preceding the 4th Sab. of March
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next at 3 o’clock p.m. 





Adjourned. Concluded with prayer.




Nov 9.

Met according to adjournment—opened with prayer. The minutes of the last Session were read.

Rev’d James N. Carothers
 of South Alabama Presbytery, having presented a written re​quest to join this Presbytery & having presented a dismission & recommendation from his Presbytery, Resolved that his request be granted. —

The Committee appointed to examine the records of Luksipilali church made a report, which was accepted & the records approved. —

Br. Stuart was appointed a Committee to examine the records of Beersheba church.

The Committee to whom was referred the resolutions of Synod on the subject of temp​erance made the following report and recommended the following resolution. —“Your committee would beg leave to report that in their opinion the resolutions of Synod if not directly, do indirectly make the immorality spoken of them in them a matter of church discipline. They would therefore recommend the following resolution. Resolved that this Presbytery do most cordially approve
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& adopt the resolutions recommended by Synod provided that it be left discretionary with church Sessions as to the expediency of making it a subject of discipline & that a copy be sent to each Session within this Presbytery & they be requested to make report at the next meeting.” which was received & adopted.
 —

The Committee appointed to examine the records of Goshen church, reported that they be approved, with the exception that no mention is made of the ordination of Mr. Moulton as ruling elder: and that they have not been kept in a suitable book, nor with sufficient neat​ness & care.

The case of Mr. Gage was taken up and as he has not appeared before Presbytery & from information it seems he has not complied with the appointments assigned him at our last meeting and as from their knowledge of his attainments & utility, in their opinion he would not be useful as a minister of the gospel. Therefore Resolved, that the Stated Clerk be instructed to inform him that in the opinion of this Presbytery he can be more useful as a lay member than as a preacher: that he have liberty to withdraw himself from under their care, at the same time assuring
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him that it is their ardent wish that he may be useful as a private member.

Resolved to defer the Sermon on the Bible cause & the collection to the next meeting of Presbytery.
 —

The Committee appointed to examine the records of Beersheba church reported—which was accepted & the records approved.

Resolved that it be a standing rule of Presbytery at each semiannual meeting to hold a private session for the purpose of free conversation upon the sermons, sentiments & performances of the members, with no other design than to promote mutual improve​ment. —

Resolved that Mr. David Wright be appointed to supply Unity & Beersheba churches once a month. —

Resolved that the Stated Clerk be instructed to address a letter to Mr A. Wright & L. S. Williams requesting a statement of their labors & success
 together with a statement of the labors & success of Mr Hotchkin & his acceptableness as a preacher of the gospel to be transmitted to Presbytery at our next meeting. —

Adjourned to meet at Columbus at the time above mentioned. Closed with prayer.




Cyrus Byington, Stated Clerk
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Columbus, Miss.




March 20th 1834

The Presbytery of Tombigbee met according to adjournment. The Moderator of the last meeting being absent, the Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury, senior minister present, took the chair and Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

Members present—
Absent

Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury
Thos. Archibald

           Thomas C. Stuart
Alfred Wright

           David Wright
Cyrus Byington

           James N. Carothers
Loring S. Williams

[Added in pencil] (The last named was received from the Presbytery of Tuscaloosa, Ala.)

The Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart was elected moderator. —Rev’d J. N. Carothers, temporary clerk. Rev. Edmond Lanier,
 a member of the Presbytery of West Tennessee, being pres​ent, was invited to take a seat as a corresponding member.

Rev. C. Byington appeared and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were accepted. On application by the Rev. J. N. Carothers a church named Carmel, organized
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by Rev. T. Archibald in Kemper County, Miss. on the 8th day of Sept. A.D. 1833, was re​ceived under the care of this Presbytery. —

Mr. R. G. Steele, an Elder from Carmel church, appeared and took his seat as a member of Presbytery. ​The minutes of the last meeting of Presbytery were read. —

Rev. C. Kingsbury rendered an excuse for absence at the last meeting of Presbytery which was sustained. —

The permanent or standing rules of Presbytery were also read.

The following Committees were appointed, namely, Of arrangements, Rev. D. Wright and C. Kingsbury. —

To examine the records of Mayhew church, Rev. James N. Carothers.

To examine the records of Monroe
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Church, Rev. Cyrus Byington.

To examine the records of Columbus church, Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury.

To prepare a narrative of the State of religion to the Gen’l Assembly, [&] Rev. Thomas C. Stuart, J. N. Carothers.

The Rev. T. C. Stuart, a member of this committee, was appointed by a resolution of Pres​bytery.

The Committee on Missions made a partial statement of their efforts to attain mission​aries and requested for their opportunity to prepare a report.

The several ministers present made a report of their efforts to converse with the Church members under their care, which was accepted.

Rev. David Wright was appointed a committee to examine the records of Carmel Church. 

Resolved that every member of this Presbytery furnish himself with a copy of the Standing rules of Presbytery. —
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Rev. C. Kingsbury—D. Wright—C. Byington and T. C. Stuart made reports of what they had done in committing to memory the Scriptures agreeably to a resolution recorded on page 76. —

Rev. C. Kingsbury—D. Wright—C. Byington and T. C. Stuart made a report of their attention to the fast on the first Monday in Jan’y 1834, recommended by the last Gen’l Assembly.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. —Concluded with prayer.




Friday morning, 




8 o’clock, March 21

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of the last session were read.

Mr. William H. Craven, an Elder from the Columbus Church appeared and took his seat as a member of Presbytery, and was added to the Committee of arrangements.

The Committee appointed to examine the records of Carmel Church made a
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report, which was accepted and the records approved to page 7, with the remarks of the Committee. —

The Committee appointed to examine the records of Columbus church, made a report, which was accepted and the records approved to page 8th. —

The Session of Mayhew Church made a report of certain resolutions on the subject of Temperance agreeably to resolutions passed at the last meeting of Presbytery, which was accepted. —

Resolved, that hereafter the members of this Presbytery and others acting under their direction, in organizing churches within our bounds, shall in all instances cause the pledge of entire abstinence from the manufacture, traffic, and use of ardent spirits, as expressed in a former resolution of this Presbytery to be adopted in all such churches.
—

Resolved, That the church sessions who have
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not reported to the Presbytery on the subject of Temperance be required to do so at the next meeting of Presbytery. —

Resolved that the several members of this Presbytery & Evangelists employed under its care be authorized to organize churches wherever, in their judgment, it shall be expedi​ent.
 
The Committee on the records of Mayhew church made a report, which was accepted with remarks, & the records approved.



                                     Presbytery had a recess till after prayer meeting.

After recess Presbytery met & resumed business. —

The Stated Clerk made a report of having written to Mr. Gage agreeably to a resolution passed at the last meeting of Presbytery. —

The Committee appointed to notify a meeting of the citizens of Columbus for the purpose of forming a Bible Society, auxiliary to the American Bible Society
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made a report which was accepted, and the Committee discharged.

The Committee of correspondence with the Gen’l Assembly’s Board of education, re​ported that they had not attended to the duties assigned them, which was accepted and their appointment continued. —



                                                Presbytery had a recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met and resumed business.

Resolved that no minister shall be admitted as a member of this Presbytery who is un​willing to sign the Temperance pledge.

The committee appointed to examine the records of Monroe Church made a report which was accepted and the records approved with remarks to page 8th.

The Stated Clerk reported that he had written to the Rev. A. Wright and L. S. Williams agreeably to a resolution passed at last meeting, which was accepted.

[94]

Whereas the last Gen’l Assembly again referred to the Presbyteries for their decision a rule respecting the calling of special meetings of Synod—See minutes page 484, Re​sol​ved that Presbytery do approve of said rule & recommend its adoption.

The Presbytery had a private session for the purpose of free conversation, agreeably to a resolution recorded page 86.

Mr. Calvin Cushman, an Elder from Mayhew church appeared and took his seat as a mem​​ber. —

Presbytery united in prayer. 




Had a recess till after divine service.

After recess Presb’y met and adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock. 




Concluded with prayer.




Saturday morning 




March 22nd 

The Presby. met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of the last session were read.

Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart
 was elected Stated Clerk of Presbytery. —

Resolved that Rev. Cyrus Byington receive ten dollars as a compensation for his past services as Stated Clerk.

The Treasurer made a report that he had in his hands one hundred dollars which was ac​cepted. —

Resolved, that the Stated Clerk be instructed to prepare and forward a Presbyterial report to the next Gen’l Assembly—

The Committee on Missions made a report that they had employed the Rev. Edmund Lanier as a missionary for 6 months within our bounds which was accepted. —

Resolved that the Rev. David Wright and William H. Craven be the standing Committee of this Presby. on the subject of Home Missions. —

Mr. Robert Dowdle, an Elder from Unity Church appeared and took his seat as a member.

Resolved that the next meeting of Presbytery be held at Mayhew Church on the Thursday previous to the first Sabbath of October next at 4 o’clock p.m. —
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                                                      Presbytery had recess till after dinner.

After recess Presby. met and resumed business.

Mr. W. W. Story an Elder from Beersheba Church appeared and took his seat as a mem​ber.

The members of Presby. gave a relation of the state of religion within their respective con​​gregations. —

Resolved, that the committee of correspondence with the Gen’l Assembly’s Board of edu​cation be instructed and empowered to attend to the educating of such pious in[t]e​l​ligent young men within the bounds of this Presbytery for the gospel ministry as may be worthy [of] the patronage of the Church.

Resolved that Br. D. Wright and the Rev. Edmund Lanier be directed to divide their la​bours between the churches of Columbus, Unity, Beersheba, Luksipilali, Mayhew and the churches which may hereafter be organized within our bounds. 

The committee appointed to prepare
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a narrative of the state of religion within our bounds, made a report, which was accepted, and the Stated Clerk was directed to forward a copy to the Gen’l Assembly.

Resolved That the Sessions of the respective churches under the care of this Presbytery be instructed to appoint a ruling Elder
 to attend Presbyteries & Synods, and who, when thus appointed, shall be bound to attend punctually.

Adjourned to meet at the times & place mentioned in a previous resolution.

Concluded with singing, prayer and the Apostolical benediction.




Thomas C. Stuart, Stated Clk.

Thus far examined & approved.




J. H. Van Court, 




      Mod. of Synod.
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[blank page]
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Mayhew Church,




October 2nd 1834

Two members of Presbytery only being viz: Rev. T. Archibald and D. Wright, they ad​journed from time to time until the 4th when a quorum being present, Presbytery was con​stituted by prayer.

Members present—Rev. Thos. Archibald, David Wright, Thos. C. Stuart. Absent, Rev. Alfred Wright, Loring S. Williams, Cyrus Kingsbury, Cyrus Byington and James N. Car​others.

Elders, William G. Wright from Unity Church, William W. Story, Beersheba Church, & E. Bardwell, Mayhew Church.

Presbytery then proceeded to the election of a Moderator. Br. D. Wright was chosen.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read. The general rules for judicatories were also read. —

The Rev. Edmund Lanier, a member of the Presbytery of West Tennessee, being present, was invited to take a seat as a corresponding member. Mr. Lanier,
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having been employed to labour within our bounds, reported, that he had, according to the authority with which he was vested, and with the assistance of Rev. David Wright, organized a church, in Oktibbeha County [a note in pencil says “should be Lowndes County”] named Bethel.
 Resolved that the report be accepted & the church received un​der our care.

Mr. Drennan Love,
 an elder from said church appeared and took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

Rev. T. Archibald rendered reasons for absence at our last meeting of Presby. which were sustained.

Rev. T. Archibald and Mr. D. Love were appointed a Committee to examine the records of Unity Church.

Rev. T. Archibald, T. C. Stuart, and Mr. E. Bardwell were appointed a Committee of ar​rangements.

A resolution was passed requiring church sessions to send up their Records for exami​nation to the Spring sessions
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of Presbytery. —

The Committee on Missions made a report which was accepted.

A resolution was passed adding Mr. H. W. Hunt, an elder in the Columbus Church to the Standing Committee on Missions.

Resolved, that $400 be considered a sufficient compensation to our missionaries for their labours for the term of one year.

Resolved that the Committee on Missions be instructed to caution their missionaries against introducing the subject of politics in their public addresses.
 —

Resolved that a Committee be appointed to make a report to Synod on the subject of Temperance agreeably to a resolution passed at the last meeting. Rev. T. C. Stuart, T. Archibald, and Mr. W. W. Story were appointed that Committee.




Pres’y had a recess for 15 minutes.

After recess Pres’y met and resumed business.

Mr. W. G. Wright and E. Bardwell were appointed a Committee to examine the records of Beersheba Church.

[102]

Rev. E. Lanier & D. Wright, who were appointed at our last meeting to supply vacant churches within our bounds made a report, which was accepted.

Rev. D. Wright, Treasurer of Presby. made a report which was accepted.

On motion, resolved, that our next meeting of Presby. be held at Unity Church the Sunday before the 2nd Sabbath of March next at 4 o’clock p.m.



                                                Presbytery had a recess until after dinner.

Met again and resumed business.

The committee appointed to examine the records of Unity Church made a report which was accepted and the records approved to page 24.”
The Committee to examine the records of Beersheba Church made a report which was ac​cepted and the records approved with remarks of the Committee to page 22.

The Rev. James Martin, a member of the South Alabama Presbytery, being present, was invited to take a seat as a correspond-
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ing member. —

On motion resolved that the arrangements for the supply of the destitute churches within our bounds be reported to the Committee on Missions.  

The committee to whom was referred the resolutions of Synod on the subject of Tem​per​ance made a report which was received and adopted and is as follows, viz:

“The Committee to whom was referred the resolutions of Synod on the subject of Tem​perance beg leave to report, That they have had the subject under consideration and are of [the] opinion that our churches are not fully prepared for the acceptance of said reso​lutions in full; and would therefore recommend the following:

Resolved that this Presbytery, as such, do heartily approve of the resolutions of Synod on the subject of Temperance, but inasmuch as we learn from the reports of members from the different sessions that there is some opposition to the measure, we think it inexpedient for the
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present to adopt them, and would prefer the views of the General Assembly on the sub​ject.[”]

The Committee on education made a report which was received and adopted.

The members of Presbytery made statements of the state of religion within the bounds of their respective congregations.

Adjourned to meet at the time and place noticed in a former resolution.

Concluded with singing, prayer and the apostolical benediction.




Thomas C. Stuart, Std. Clk.
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Unity Church,




March 5, 1835

Two members of Presbytery only being present, viz. Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury and D. Wright, they adjourned from time to time until the 6th at 5 o’clock p.m. when a quorum being present, Presbytery was constituted by prayer. 

Members present, Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, Thomas Archibald, T. C. Stuart and D. Wright, with an elder Elzey Williams from Unity Church.

Absent, Rev. Alfred Wright, L. S. Williams, C. Byington, and J. N. Carothers.

Br. Kingsbury rendered reasons for absence at our last stated sessions, which were sus​tained.

The Rev’d David Wright was chosen moderator, and T. C. Stuart Clerk pro tem.

The minutes of the last sessions were read. —

The Rev’d Hillary Patrick of the Presbytery of Clinton,
 and the Rev. Rob’t Brotherton of the Presbytery of North Alabama, being present, were invited to sit with us as corres​ponding members.
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The Rev. C. Kingsbury and T. Archibald were appointed a Committee to examine the records of Unity, Columbus and Monroe churches.

The Rev. C. Kingsbury, D. Wright and Mr. E. Williams were appointed a Committee of arrangements.

The Rev. D. Wright, Chairman of the Committee on Missions made a report of their pro​ceedings since the last meeting of Presbytery which was accepted.

The Rev. Thomas Archibald and the Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury were appointed a Committee to make a report of the State of religion within our bounds to the next General Assembly.

Resolved that the supply of the vacant churches within our bounds be referred to the Com​​​​mittee on Missions.

The Committee on education made a report which was accepted.
The Rev. James B. Stafford,
 a member of the Presbytery of Bethel, So. Car.,
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having presented testimonials of his good standing, and a request through the Clerk, to be received as a member of this Presbytery; Resolved that his request be granted.

A letter was received from Rev. C. Byington, a member of this Presbytery, praying that he may be dismissed and recommended to the Presby. of Arkansas.
 Resolved that his re​quest be granted, and that the Stated Clerk be directed to forward him immediately a copy of this resolution. —



                                  Presbytery had a recess until after divine service.

Met again and resumed business.

The committee on education recommended the following resolution, viz:

Resolved, that all our members use special efforts to obtain funds for the education of pious young men, by collection or in any other way they may deem most expedient, and report at our next meeting, which was accepted.
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The Committee on Missions recommended the following resolution, viz—Resolved, that the members of Presbytery and those laboring under our direction be requested to use their endeavors to obtain funds for missionary purposes in any way they may think best, and report at our next meeting which was accepted.

The Stated Clerk was requested to forward copies of these resolutions to the absent mem​bers of Presbytery, and any who may be employees or missionaries within our bounds.

Resolved that the members of Presbytery use their best endeavors to obtain subscribers for such religious publications as they may think best calculated to do good.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning [at] half past eight o’clock.




                Concluded with prayer.




Saturday morning, March 6th-




Half past 8 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment. 

[109]

Constituted by prayer. Members present as above. The minutes of yesterday were read.

The Committee to examine the records of Unity, Columbus, and Monroe Churches made a report and the records were approved; namely of Unity, no entry has been made since they were last examined and approved; of Columbus, with remarks of the Committee to page 16. —of Monroe to page 12. —

The Committee of arrangements made a report which was accepted.

The members of Presbytery made a report of the state of religion within the bounds of their respective congregations. 

Presbytery had a recess until after divine service. 




Met again and resumed business. 

The Committee appointed to give a narrative of the state of religion within our bounds reported, and the report was approved, and the Stated Clerk directed to forward it to the General Assembly.
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Mr. E. Williams had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presby. 

Whereas the churches of Elliott & Goshen have become extinct in consequence of the removal of their members west of the Mississippi, therefore, resolved that they be no longer noticed on our minutes.

On motion, resolved that our members and those laboring under our care, be requested to enjoin it upon all the churches which they statedly supply, or may occasionally visit, to send up delegates to all our meetings of Presbytery; to see that the records of their ses​sions be forwarded to our Spring Sessions for examination; and that the Stated Clerk be requested to forward a copy of these resolutions to our absent members.

The Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury was appointed a Commissioner to the next General Assembly.

Adjourned to meet at Beersheba Church on the Thursday before the
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meeting of Synod
 in October next at 4 o’clock p.m. —

Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolical benediction.




Attest




Thomas C. Stuart




Stated Clerk of Presby.




Columbus,




27th Nov. 1835.

A quorum not having attended at our regularly appointed meeting in October, within a reasonable time (the Rev. Messrs Archibald and Carothers only being present) Presbytery met at the call of the moderator of the last meeting agreeably to the instructions of the Assembly’s Digest recorded at page 321. —

Members present, Rev. Thos. Archibald, David Wright and T. C. Stuart. Absent, J. N. Carothers, Cyrus Kingsbury and James B. Stafford.
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The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.



                                               Presbytery had a recess until 3 o’clock.

The Rev. Hillary Patrick presented a certificate of dismission from the Presbytery of Clinton, and requested to be rec’d as a member of this Presbytery. Received accordingly.

The Rev. J. N. Carothers appeared and took his seat as a member of Presby. Mr. Caro​thers was nominated to the next General Assembly & T. C. Stuart his alternate. Doctor Monroe
 as an elder & W. H. Craven his alternate.

Adjourned to meet at Pontotoc on the Friday before the first Sabbath in April next at 11 o’clock a.m.




Concluded with prayer.




Attest




Thomas C. Stuart




Stated Clerk.

[113]




Pontotoc, Miss




1st April 1836

The Presbytery of Tombigbee met according to adjournment; and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Thos. Archibald, senior minister present, from Proverbs 8.4.—Con​sti​tuted by prayer.

Members present—Rev. T. Archibald, J. B. Stafford and T. C. Stuart, with elders Wil​liam H. Craven from Columbus Ch., Benj. Godfrey from Monroe. 

Absent Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, David Wright, J. N. Carothers, Hillary Patrick, and Cyrus Byington.

The minutes of the last sessions were read.

The Rev. J. B. Stafford rendered reasons for absence at our last meeting, which were not sustained.

The Rev. Thomas Archibald was chosen Moderator, and T. C. Stuart, Clerk pro tem.

Calls, supplications etc. were called for.

A request was presented through the clerk by the church of Providence
 which was organ​ized in Pontotoc in September last, to be
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received under the care of Presbytery. Received accordingly. Mr. Robert Gilmer an elder from this church was enrolled as a member of Presbytery.

The Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury and the Rev. Cyrus Byington, were, at their own request, dis​missed from this Presbytery and recommended to the Presbytery of Arkansas.

The Rev. J. B. Stafford and Mr. B. Godfrey were appointed a committee to examine the records of Unity Church.—T. C. Stuart and R. Gilmer to examine the records of Colum​bus; J. B. Stafford and Wm. H. Craven to examine the records of Monroe & Providence Churches.

The Committee on Missions made a report which was accepted.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o’clock.





Concluded with prayer.




Saturday, April 2nd
Presbytery met according to adjournment and was constituted by prayer. Members pres​ent
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as on yesterday.

Mr. Thomas R. Witherspoon,
 an elder from Bethel Ch. appeared and took his seat as a mem​ber of Presbytery. The minutes of yesterday were read.

The Committee appointed to examine the records of Columbus Church made a report which was accepted, and the records approved with a few exceptions.

An overture, which was before the last General Assembly on the subject of altering the 6th section of the 14th Chapter of our Form of Government, and which was by them sent down to the Presbyteries for their consideration and decision was taken up, considered, and decided in the negative.



                                   Presbytery had recess until after divine service.

A resolution was passed instructing the moderator and clerk to make out
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a narrative of the state of religion within our bounds, after the adjournment of Presbytery.

The members of Presbytery made a report of the state of religion within the bounds of their respective congregations.

The Committee to examine the records of Unity Church made a report which was ac​cepted, and the records approved with remarks of the committee.

The Reverend Thomas C. Stuart and Mr. David Monroe an elder in the Columbus Church, were appointed commissioners to the next General Assembly: and the Rev. Thomas Archibald and Mr. Wm. H. Craven, an elder in the Columbus Church their alter​nates.

Adjourned to meet at Bethel Church on the Friday before the first Sabbath in October next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolical benediction.




Thomas C. Stuart, Stated Clk.
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Bethel Church, 




Sept. 30th 1836-

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment and was constituted with prayer by the moderator. 

Members present. Rev. Thos. Archibald, David Wright, [and] Hillary Patrick. 

Absent. T. C. Stuart, J. N. Carothers, and J. B. Stafford.

On motion, Resolved that it is deemed expedient by the members present and notice having been given to all the members of Presbytery, that we adjourn to meet at Unity Church at 7 o’clock p.m.




Unity Church




7 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment—and was opened with prayer.

Members present as above, with the addition of Rev. T. C. Stuart.



                                                  Presbytery had a recess until after supper.

The minutes of the last stated sessions were read.—The Rev. David Wright and Hillary Patrick rendered reasons for absence at our last stated meeting, which were sustained.

[118]

The Rev. David Wright & T. C. Stuart rendered reasons for absence at our last fall meeting which were sustained.

On motion resolved that the moderator of the last stated sessions be the moderator of the present meeting. —

Resolved that the following overture be sent up to Synod for their decision, Is it neces​sary that the continuance of the Moderator from meeting to meeting, be noticed on the minutes of Presbytery, when it is the wish of the members, for the same moderator to continue in office for one year?

A request having been presented by the Rev. Duncan A. Campbell,
 a member of the Pres​by​tery of Fayetteville, N. C., through Br. D. Wright, to be received a member of this Presby​tery; and having produced a regular dismission and satisfactory testimonials of his good stand-

[119]

ing in that Presbytery, Resolved that his request be granted.

The Treasurer of Presbytery reported that there was now in his hands $57 for missionary purposes—$5.00 the [indecipherable word] of books belonging to Presbytery; and that he has paid out $36.00 for the education of pious young men—which is yet due him. —On motion resolved that the members of Presbytery take up collections in their churches to meet this claim.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at half past 8 o’clock.




Concluded with prayer.




Saturday morning,




half past eight o’clock.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday.

Whereas Brs. T. R. Witherspoon and Mr. Ewing, elders of Bethel Church, stand charged by common fame,
 of certain scandalous immoralities, Ordered, that the Session of that Church

[120]

forthwith proceed to investigate the truth of the offenses wherein the above two brethren are charged by common fame, and act on the same in a scriptural and constitutional way, and that Br. Archibald attend and act as moderator of the Session. Resolved that a copy of the above order be transmitted to said Session.

Resolved that Br. Hillary Patrick be appointed to examine candidates for licensure & ordi​na​tion on moral philosophy and church history. T. C. Stuart on church government and experimental religion, and J. B. Stafford on natural theology and astronomy.

Resolved that in the opinion of this Presbytery, stated supplies whether appointed by Presbytery, or invited by the churches, are, as officers, authorized and bound to discharge all the duties of a pastor, as directed

[121]

in the constitution of the Presbyterian Church. 

Whereas the Synod of Alabama, at their last sessions, did so alter the former boundaries of this and the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa as that serious inconvenience and injury have resulted therefrom to this Presbytery, thereby diminishing the number of churches that do very naturally & properly belong to this Presbytery; depriving us of the advantages, help, & resources we might derive from them, and putting it out of the power of preachers of this Presbytery to become either pastors or stated supplies to those churches even when their contiguity or their wishes may justify their being supplied by our brethren: and as we have reason to believe that it would meet the cordial wishes of all those churches, of which we have been deprived, to retain their former connection with us; and as the pres​ent arrangement is far from

[122]

being satisfactory or agreeable to all, and waiving the discussion of the point; whether the Synod has acted constitutionally in altering our boundaries so as deeply to affect our in​ter​ests and claims without our consent, Therefore  resolved, That we respectfully solicit the attention of our Synod to the consideration of this point, and earnestly pray that Synod would give our Presbytery its former boundaries, and permit us to enjoy the super​in​tendence of those churches, some of which have been built up by our own brethren, of which we have been deprived by the late act of Synod.

Resolved that Br. Stuart be added to the standing Committee on Missions.

Resolved, That this Presbytery recommend and enjoin it upon all the churches under their care to elect and settle regular Pastors as far as

[123]

it can be done and that the Stated Clerk be directed to forward a copy of the above reso​lu​tion to the session of each Church.

Brethren Patrick & Archibald were appointed a Committee of arrangements.



                                               Presbytery had a recess for half an hour.

Rev. David Wright was nominated a commissioner to the next Gen’l Assembly & T. Archibald his alternate; Doctor M. Wetherall as an Elder & W. H. Craven his alternate.

Br. Stuart, our Commissioner to the last Gen’l Assembly, reported that he had received $94.56¼ to defray his expenses, of which he had expended $74.25, and remitted $5.00 to the contingent fund of the Assembly, leaving a balance of $15.31¼. Resolved, that he retain this sum

[124]

as a compensation for his services as stated clerk.

An overture on the subject of altering the 6th Section of the 14th Chapter of our Form of Government, which was recommitted by the last Assembly for the consideration and decision of the Presbytery, was taken up, considered and decided in the negative.

Resolved, That the members of Presbytery be instructed to enjoin it upon their churches to send up statistical reports
 together with their records to the next spring sessions of Presbytery; and that the stated clerk inform the absent members of this resolution.

Mr. Wm. G. Wright an elder from Unity church appeared and took a seat as a member of Presbytery.

Resolved, That the members of Presbytery use special efforts to raise money for the con​tingent 

 [125]

fund of the Gen’l Assembly.



                                 Presbytery had a recess until after divine service.

Mr. Thomas Morrow,
 a licentiate under the care of the Presbytery of North Alabama, hav​ing presented an attested copy of his licensure and a dismission from that Presbytery, and a request to be received under the care of this Presbytery, Resolved, that his request be granted.

Adjourned to meet at Columbus on Thursday the 30th day of March next at 7 o’clock p.m.

Concluded with prayer, singing the Doxology, and the Apostolical benediction.



                                     Attest—




Thomas C. Stuart




Stated Clerk of Presby.




Examined & approved to Page 125.




Oct 15th, 1836




Isaac Hadden, Mod.

[126]

[blank page]

[127]




Columbus Church,




30th March 1837

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment and was opened with a ser​mon by the moderator of our last Stated Sessions from I Cor. 1 ch. 23 verse. Constituted by prayer.

Members present—Rev. Thomas Archibald, David Wright and T. C. Stuart, with Elders Wm. H. Craven from Columbus Church, Nathanael Weed from Mayhew Church and Drennan Love from Bethel Church. 

The Rev. David Wright was chosen Moderator.

On the roll being called it appeared that the following members were absent, namely, Hil​lary Patrick, James B. Stafford, James N. Carothers and Duncan A. Campbell; and that the following churches are not represented, viz: Beersheba, Unity, Salem,
 Carmel, Provi​dence & Monroe.

The Rev. Henry Reid from the Presby.

[128]

of Hopewell, Ga., Rev. Wm. A. Gray from  the Presbytery of Bethel, So. Carolina, and the Rev. Mr. Sawyers, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

The minutes of the last Stated Sessions were read.

Rev. H. Reid & T. C. Stuart, ministers, and Wm. H. Craven, elder, were appointed a com​mittee of arrangements. —

Adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o’clock. —




 Concluded with prayer. —




Friday morning




31st March.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday.

The Rev. Thomas Davis presented a dismission from the Presby. of South Alabama, and requested to be received as a member of the Presbytery which was granted.

A letter was received from Rev. James N. Carothers assigning reasons for

[129]

absence from the two last meetings of Presbytery, and asking a dismission to join the Pres. of Tuskaloosa. Resolved that his reasons be sustained, and his request granted; and he is hereby dismissed, in good standing, form this Pres. and affectionately recommended to the Pres. of Tuskaloosa.

Brethren Stuart, Archibald and Davis were appointed a committee to examine church records.

A request was presented by the Pres. of Arkansas that Mr. Ebenezer Hotchkin,
 a licentiate under our care, be dismissed to join that Pres., which was granted, and the Stated Clerk directed to forward his credentials.

Mr. Wm. W. Story, an elder from Beersheba Church, appeared and took his seat as a mem​​ber of Presbytery.

Whereas Mr. John M. Monroe, a candidate for the ministry under the care of the Pres. of North Alabama

[130]

did obtain a dismission in April 1836, to place himself under the care of this Presbytery; and whereas said dismission has been lost by mail; and whereas Presbytery has satis​factory evidence of these facts, therefore resolved That he be received under our care. 

On motion resolved that the examination of Mr. Monroe be the order of the day for to-morrow morning 9 o’clock. —



                                  After recess Presbytery met and resumed business.

A request was presented by Mr. Weed, in behalf of the Mayhew Church, for permission to employ the Rev. Wm A. Gray, a member of the Bethel Pres., S. C., as a stated supply and moderator of the Session, during the remainder of the present year, which was granted. —

A similar request was presented by the Session of the Church at Columbus to employ Rev.

[131]

Henry Reid, a member of Hopewell Pres., Ga., during the year 1837, which was granted.

On motion resolved that the church of Providence at Pontotoc be authorized to employ Rev. Wesley Davis, a member of the South Alabama Pres. as a stated supply and mod​erator of session during the remainder of the present year.

On motion resolved that the elders of those churches whose records are present, be direc​ted to make out statistical reports and hand them to the Stated Clerk before the adjourn​ment of Presbytery. —

Rev. Thos. Archibald reported that he had attended to the duty assigned him at our last stated sessions, and that he had not been able to dispose of the cases of the two brethren, charged by common fame, with certain immoralities. On motion Resolved that a Com​mittee be appointed

[132]

to visit Bethel Church with plenary power to investigate and issue the cases,
 and report at our next meeting. Mr. Archibald, minister, and Mr. Wm. H. Craven, Mr. W. Story and Drennan Love, elders, were appointed that Committee.

Whereas Mr. Thos. Morrow, a Licentiate from the North Alabama Pres. has been re​ceived under the care of this Pres. and whereas he has applied for ordination, therefore resolved that he be examined forthwith as a step preparatory to ordination as an evan​gelist, according to the 11th Article of the 15th Chap. of the Form of Government. Pres​bytery proceeded to his examination accordingly, and having made some progress had recess until 7 o’clock. —




[7 o’clock]

At 7 o’clock Pres. met.

Brother Crowe from Madison Presbytery, Indiana, being present, was invited to take his seat as a

[133]

corresponding member.
The examination of Mr. Morrow was resumed.

Brother Patrick appeared in Presbytery and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were not sustained. 

On motion resolved that the churches which have neglected to send up the records of the ses​sion and their statistical reports be censured
 for neglect of duty; and that the Stated Clerk be directed to transmit a copy of the above resolution to the delinquent churches.

Brother James S. Rea from Union Pres. [Tennessee], being present, was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at ½ past 8 o’clock. 




                  Concluded with prayer.

[134]




Saturday morning,




April 1st.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. The roll was cal​led. Members present as above. The minutes of the last session were read.

On motion resolved that the resolution of Presbytery sustaining reasons of the elders Story and Elliott for tardiness be reconsidered. After reconsideration a resolution was passed that their reasons be not sustained.

A motion was made and seconded that the order of the day be postponed until after the examination of Mr. Thomas Morrow, which was agreed to.— 

Mr. Morrow was directed to exhibit a written discourse on Rom. 5.1 this evening at early candle lighting
 as a part of trial prior to ordination.

The Rev. Henry Reid was requested to preach the ordination sermon;

[135]

and Brother David Wright was appointed to preside and give the charge.

The order of the day, viz., the examination of Mr. John Morrow was taken up.



                                               Pres. had recess until half past 2 o’clock. —

After recess met and resumed business.

After the examination of Mr. Morrow, the members of Presbytery were called on for their opinions as to his performance; and after mature deliberation it was resolved that he be directed to attend to those studies, and to pursue such a course of education as will meet the requirements of the Confession of Faith.

On motion resolved that a Committee be appointed to wait on Mr. Morrow to inform him of the decision of Presbytery and ascertain whether he is willing to comply with their in​structions. Mr Archi-

[136]

bald, Mr. Patrick and Mr. Love were appointed this Committee.

Br. Rea stated to Presbytery that he had settled within our bounds, and wished permission to labour in the gospel wherever he may find an opening. His request was granted.

On motion resolved that Br. Gray be requested to attend with Br. Reid at Aberdeen; and that they be authorized to organize a Presbyterian church in that place.

The Committee appointed to examine church records made a report which was received and adopted. The records of Columbus Church were approved without remarks. The rec​ords of Beersheba and Mayhew churches with the exception of some omissions, bad spel​ling, defective sentences and irregular proceedings.

On motion resolved that the thanks of this Presbytery be presented to the members of the Methodist

[137]

Episcopal Church in Columbus
 for the kind offer of their place of worship during its ses​sions.



                                     Presbytery had a recess until half past 7 o’clock.

Met again and resumed business. Mr [another hand states the name Thomas] Morrow de​livered a sermon on the subject assigned him, which after examination and deliber​a​tion, was sustained.

On motion resolved that we ordain Mr. [another hand states the name Thomas] Morrow to-morrow afternoon.

On motion resolved that Br. D. A. Campbell and Br. J. B. Stafford be earnestly requested to attend our next meeting of Presbytery to render their reasons for delinquency at former meetings; and that the Stated Clerk furnish them with a copy of this resolution.

Whereas the last Gen’l Assembly sent down an overture to the Presbyteries for their consideration and decision, viz: “That so much of the Constitution of the Church, as

[138]

empowers the Gen’l Assembly to issue appeals, complaints, and references brought be​fore them from the lower judicatories, except in cases of charges against a Minister of the Gospel for error or heresy, and process commencing in the Synods, be and the same is hereby so amended that hereafter the Synods, except in the cases above mentioned is to be the judicatories of the last resort[”]: therefore resolved that this Presbytery approve of the proposed alteration.

Br. Patrick, Br. Archibald and Mr. Love were appointed a Committee to prepare a nar​rative of the state of religion within our bounds to the next Gen’l Assembly; and report to Presbytery before the close of its present Sessions.

The Committee appointed to confer with Mr. [another hand supplies the name John] Mor​row reported that they had complied with the

[139]

duty assigned them, and that he expressed his acquiescence in the wishes of Presbytery.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow after noon.




Concluded with prayer.




Sabbath afternoon,




April 2

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. A sermon having been preached by Rev. Henry Reid according to request, Presbytery proceeded to set apart Mr. Thomas Morrow to the full exercise of the gospel ministry by prayer and the imposition of hands. The newly ordained minister was invited to take a seat with us.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock.




Concluded with prayer.

[140]


                                                            Monday morning,




April 3

Presby. met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Members present as before. The minutes of the last session were read.

A letter was received from Brother Campbell assigning reasons for absence from our present sessions of Presbytery, which were sustained.

Bethesda,
 Mt. Ephraim, and Smyrna
 were received, as newly organized Churches under the care of this Presbytery, according to their request.

The members of Presbytery made statements of the state of religion within the bounds of their respective charges.

The treasurer of Presby. reported that he had received $42.62½ cents for missionary pur​poses since our last meeting.

On motion resolved that the next meeting of Presbytery be held at

[141]

Starkville on the Saturday before the third Sabbath in October next at 4 o’clock p.m.

A circular letter from the Corresponding Secretary of the Assembly’s Board of Education having been read to Presbytery; on motion resolved that the Board of Education of the General Assembly be referred to the report of Mr. McMullen the Agent of that Board for the amount of money collected within our bounds for education purposes.




Pres. had a recess for 30 minutes.

After recess met and resumed business.

The Stated Clerk presented a Statistical report of the Presbytery which was received and adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly.

The Committee, appointed to prepare a narrative of the State of religion within our bounds made a

[142]

report, which was received and adopted, and the Stated Clerk directed to forward it to the General Assembly.



                                                 Presbytery had recess until 2 o’clock.

At 2 o’clock Presbytery met. 

The Rev. Thos. C. Stuart and Doctor M. Wetherall were appointed Commissioners to the next General Assembly.

On motion resolved that the following Overture, viz.

In view of the languishing state of that branch of the visible church to which we belong, it is our privilege, nay it is our imperative duty, to inquire into the cause, and, if possible to have it removed speedily. Our organization is founded on the principal [sic] that every church, or congregation, be furnished with a pastor aided by a bench of pious and intel​ligent elders
 who shall watch for souls as they that must

[143]

give an account to God for the manner in which they have discharged their official duties. The command of God to every minister is “Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery. Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself and unto thy doc​trine; continue in them, for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.[”] I Tim. 4.13-16. As proof of our lamentable neglect of this divine injunction, we have only to cast our eye over the statistics of the church as exhibited in the minutes of the last Gen’l Assembly. Our whole body in the United States consists of one hundred and twenty eight Presbyteries; of whom

[144]

one hundred and fourteen sent up their reports to the sessions of 1836, embracing two thousand eight hundred seven churches, with one thousand nine hundred and seventy ordained ministers; but of these ministers one thousand one hundred and thirty one are without pastoral charges: and of the churches one thousand nine hundred and sixty six are destitute of pastors. Is it any wonder that we should be left of God to reap the better fruits of our own folly? The evil must be connected. The fault is either in the ministers or the people, or both. Deeply humbled with these facts, the Presbytery would beg leave to sug​gest to the Gen’l Assembly the following overture, viz: Resolved, that each Presbytery un​der the care of this Assembly be directed to enquire into the cause of their ministers being without pas-

[145]

toral charges; and moreover, that every congregation be directed to settle a pastor without delay: and if any church be too weak to support a pastor, let it be directed to apply to some domestic missionary society for aid; and let each Presbytery be directed to deal with any of its ministers and churches, who will not cordially and fully embrace the pastoral system,”
 be sent to the Gen’l Assembly, which was agreed to.

Adjourned to meet at the time and place mentioned in a former resolution.

Concluded with singing, prayer, and the Apostolical benediction.




Attest Thomas C. Stuart,




Stated Clerk of Pres’y.

[146]

Examined to page 145 and approved with the following suggestion recommending “uni​formity in titles given to ministers.”



                    Synod of Alabama in session at Columbus, October 20, 1837.




Thomas C. Stuart, Moderator

[147]




Starkville, Oct. 14th 1837




Saturday 4 o’clock p.m.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev. Henry Reid, at the request of the Moderator of our last Stated Sessions, from Jude 3 verse.

Constituted by prayer. The roll was called and the following members answered to their names, viz. Thomas C. Stuart, David Wright, James B. Stafford, Duncan A. Campbell and Thomas Morrow. 

Elders A. C. I. Wetherall from Providence Church, Calvin Cushman from Mayhew, Wil​liam H. Craven, Columbus, John McRea, Smyrna, Silas Randal, Beersheba, and Dren​nan Love from Bethel Church. 

Members absent. Rev. Thomas Archibald, Hillary Patrick, and Thomas Davis. 

Churches not represented, Unity, Salem, Carmel, Monroe, Bethesda, and Mount Eph​raim.

The Rev. Duncan A. Campbell was chosen Moderator. 

Adjourned till

[148]

Monday morning 9 o’clock.




Concluded with prayer.




Monday morning




Oct. 16th, 9 o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. The roll was called. Members present as above. The minutes of Saturday evening were read. Also of our last stated sessions.

Rev. J. B. Stafford rendered reasons for absence from our last stated sessions which were sustained.


Rev. Henry Reid from the Pres. of Hopewell, Rev. D. L. Russel from the Pres. of Salem, Rev. D. L. Gray from the Pres. of Western District, Rev. R. S. Gladney from the Pres. of Harmony, Rev. Samuel Hurd

[149]

from the Presbytery of Indianapolis, and Rev. Wm. A. Gray from the Bethel Pres., being present were invited to sit as corresponding members.

On motion Resolved that the letters of the present applicants for membership be received and that Presbytery proceed to examine them till they are satisfied.

The following persons presented letters of dismission and recommendation, and reques​ted to be received as members of this Presbytery, viz—Rev. Messrs H. Reid,
 D. L. Rus​sel,
 D. L. Gray,
 R. S. Gladney,
 S. Hurd,
 and Wm. A. Gray.
 These brethren having been examined according to a previous resolution, were received.
Rev. D. L. Gray stated that he had organized a Presbyterian Church in Marshall County, Mississippi called Hudsonville
 consisting of 24 members; another at Holly Springs
 con​sisting of 27 members; and one at Oxford
 consisting of 39 members. On motion re​solved that we receive these churches

[150]

under our care. Mr. Alexr. B. Lane, an elder in the former church, and Mr. James P. Means, in the latter, appeared as delegates from these churches and took their seats as members of Presbytery.

Ebenezer Church in Lafayette County, Miss.,
 Ripley and Salem
 in Tippah County were received under the care of Presbytery. Mr. R. H. Buford, an elder in the former Church appeared and took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

The following question was presented for the consideration of Pres. which was received and made the order of the day for tomorrow morning, viz—Can an ordained minister while acting as a minister, and not having any pastoral charge, be elected and ordained as an elder in any case?

Rev. Wesley Delta from the Pres. of South Alabama, being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member: Rev. R. S. Gladney and Mr. Alexr. 

[151]

B. Lane were appointed temporary clerks.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. —





Concluded with prayer.




Tuesday morning, 




Oct. 17.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. The roll was called. Members present as above. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Rev. Joseph B. Adams from the Pres. of Tuskaloosa, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

On motion resolved that a Committee of four be appointed to examine the minutes of the last Gen’l Assembly & report to Presbytery. Mr. D. L. Gray, Mr. Russel, Mr. Morrow and Mr. Love were appointed.

The order of the day was taken up and answered in the negative.

The following question was presented to Presbytery, viz: Is it the opinion of this Pres​by​tery that Elders who are known to them as such in their

[152]

respective Churches, are required to present certificates of their appointment by the Ses​sion before they are entitled to take their seats in Presbytery? which was answered in the negative.

The Committee appointed at our last meeting of Presbytery to investigate and issue the cases of two brethren under censure in Bethel church, stated that they were not ready to report, and asked for further time which was granted.

A call was presented by the united churches of Oxford and Ebenezer
 for the ministerial labours of the Rev. Daniel L. Gray, which was received and presented to him for consid​eration.

On motion Resolved, that the Pres. will now appoint supplies for vacant Churches. Mr. Stafford and Mr. Russel were appointed to supply Ripley Church at discretion. Mr. Camp​​​bell

[153]

to supply Bethesda and Mt. Ephraim. Mr. Drennan Love, delegate from Bethel Church, presented a request that the Rev. R. S. Gladney be appointed to supply that Church half his time, which was granted.

On motion resolved that Mr. Buford and Mr. Cushman be added to the Committee to examine the minutes of the Gen’l Assembly.

On motion resolved that this Pres. request the Session of each Church under its care to raise money for defraying the expenses of our Commissioners to the next General As​sem​​bly and pay in the same at the next semiannual meeting; and that the surplus, if there be any, shall remain to constitute a fund for the same purpose in future years.

A motion was made and seconded that Mr. Gladney be added to the Committee to invest​i​gate the cases

[154]

under censure in the Bethel Church.

The standing committee on education asked leave to resign their commission, which was granted.



                                                     Presbytery had recess for 20 minutes.

After recess met & resumed business.

Rev. David Wright stated to Pres. that in consequence of feeble health he is unable to preach statedly, and asked leave to preach only occasionally as his health will permit, which was granted.

The Committee appointed to examine the minutes of the last General Assembly and re​port on any subjects requiring the attention of Presbytery, report that there is a reso​lution on page 429, rendering it imperative on Presbyteries to examine ministers, which in the opinion of the Committee,

[155]

is binding on this Presbytery—That on page 472 there is a resolution on the subject of discipline, which enjoins on Presbyteries to see that wholesome discipline be exercised in their respective bounds.

The Committee also recommend that the following preamble and resolutions be adopted by this Presbytery in regard to the proceedings of the last Gen’l Assembly, viz: Whereas this Presbytery is well aware that the peace of our beloved Church has been much dis​turbed, and as we believe, her purity endangered; and believing that a reform is indis​pen​sably necessary not only to maintain the peace & purity of the Church, but that the dig​nity and honour of religion may be promoted; and having learned from the minutes of the General Assembly the doings of that body; and believing that it is a duty we owe the church to express our opinions of what they did;
 therefore

[156]

Resolved 1st. That whilst the Presbytery deeply regret that the Assembly were under the necessity of pursuing the course they did, yet we believe that under all the circumstances, it was wise and adapted to the exigencies of the Church.

2nd. The Presbytery are decidedly of the opinion that the Plan of Union formed in 1801 between Presbyterians and Congregationalists and all similar plans, were unconstitutional and have been greatly abused.

3rd. This Presbytery are opinion that whatever is done under the authority of an un​con​sti​tutional law to carry into effect its provisions, must of necessity cease with the abro​gation of that law; therefore when the Assembly abrogated the Plan of Union, they were bound to declare the four Synods, viz: Western Reserve, Utica, Gennessee [sic], and Geneva out of the Presbyterian

[157]

Church, because it appeared to the Assembly that they had been formed in consequence of that plan and continued to act upon it.

4th. Presbytery do believe that the Assembly by declaring those four Synods out of the Presbyterian Church, have inflicted no wound upon their Christian character, nor have they taken from them privilege which they rightfully enjoined; nor have they placed any barrier in the way of those who are in principle Presbyterians, from uniting with the Church of their choice.

5th. It is the opinion of this Presbytery that the Assembly had the same right to dissolve the third Presbytery of Philadelphia which a former Assembly had to create it; and inas​much as it was created in violation of our Constitution they did right to dissolve it.

6th. That we do approve of the decision of the Assembly, disapproving of the action

[158]

of the Home Missionary and American Education Societies, in the bounds of the Presby​ter​ian Church, and we recommend to all the churches under our care to encourage our own Boards.

7th. We believe that the Church in her distinctive character, ought, long since, to have been formed into a Foreign Mission Society; we therefore highly approve of the Assem​bly’s making arrangements to organize a Board of Foreign Missions to be under the direc​​tion of the General Assembly.

8th. That we do approve of the precautionary resolutions of the Assembly, respecting the division of Presbyteries, and the admission of members on the floor of the Assembly.

9th. That the Stated Clerk of Presbytery be directed to forward copies of the above pre​amble and resolutions to the American Presbyterian,

[159]

Charleston Observer, New Orleans Observer,
 and Southern Christian Herald, for pub​lic​ation.

The yeas and nays having been called for as follows, viz.—On the preamble and four first resolutions, a unanimous vote. 5th Resolution. Yeas. Ministers, Stuart, Stafford, Camp​bell, Morrow, Russel, Gladney, D. L. Gray, Hurd, [&] W. A. Gray. Elders Wetherall, Ran​dal, Love, Means, Hood, McRea, Lane, [&] Buford. Nays. Ministers. Reid, [&] Wright. Elder. Craven. Non liquet.
 Cushman. 6th Resolution. Yeas. Stuart, Stafford, Campbell, Morrow, Russel, Gladney, D. L. Gray, Hurd, W. A. Gray, Wetherall, Means, Randal, Love, McRea, Lane, [&] Buford. Nays, Reid. Non liquet. Wright, Craven, Cush​man, [&] Hood. 7th Resolution. Yeas. Stuart, Stafford, Campbell, Morrow, Russel, Glad​ney,

[160]

D. L. Gray, Hurd, W. A. Gray, Wetherall, McRea, Randal, Love, Hood, Means, Lane, [&] Buford. Nays. Wright, Reid, [&] Craven. Non liquet. Cushman. 8th Resolution. Yeas. Stuart, Stafford, Campbell, Morrow, Russel, Gladney, D. L. Gray, Hurd, W. A. Gray, Wetherall, McRea, Randal, Love, Hood, Means, Lane, [&] Buford. Nays. Wright, [&] Reid. 9th Resolution. Unanimous vote.

On motion resolved, that Mr. Wright and Mr. Love be a committee to make out a Presby​terial report to Synod.

On motion resolved, that the thanks of this Presbytery be presented to Mr. Caldwell for the use of his house during its sessions.

Adjourned to meet in Columbus on Thursday morning 9 o’clock.  




Concluded with prayer.

[161]




Columbus, Oct. 19th
Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. The roll was called. Members present as above. The minutes of the last session were read.

Rev. Thomas Archibald appeared in Presbytery, and having rendered reasons for tardi​ness which were sustained, took his seat as a member.

Rev. D. L. Gray stated that he accepted the call from Oxford and Ebenezer Churches, which was put into his hands by Presbytery. On motion Resolved, that the action of Pres​by​tery in relation to his installation be deferred.

The Rev. Mr. McMullen of Tuskaloosa Presbytery, and the Rev. Mr. Baldwin of South Alabama, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Whereas Mr. Cushman, the elder from Mayhew Church, stated that

[162]

he had some doubts whether that Church had been duly organized according to the direc​tions of our Form of Government, and requested that Presbytery take some measures in regard to it, as the Church desires to be regularly and orderly. Whereupon it was re​solved that a Committee consisting of Messrs Campbell and Wm. A. Gray, ministers, and Mr. D. Love, elder, be appointed to attend at Starkville and ascertain whether the Elders & Church do adopt our Confession of Faith and Form of Government, and report at the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Adjourned to meet in the Masonic Hall
 at the call of the Moderator.




Concluded with prayer.




Thursday evening




4 o’clock

Presbytery met at the call of the moderator and was opened with prayer. On motion Re​solved, That the Church of Hudsonville

[163]

be authorized to employ Rev. D. Russel as a Stated Supply; and that Mr. Russel be al​lowed to preach as often as convenient at Salem Church.

The Committee appointed to prepare a report to Synod, reported, and the report was re​ceived and directed to be sent to Synod.

On motion resolved, that the installation of Rev. D. L. Gray be postponed until after the next meeting of Presbytery.

Resolved that Mr. John Morrow, the candidate under our care, have the following exer​cises assigned him, viz. Latin thesis,
 Lecture, and critical exercise: and that he be re​quired to stand his examination upon the whole of his preparatory studies at our next meet​ing.

Adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator.




Concluded with prayer.

[164]



                              Saturday morning,




Oct 21st, 8 o’clock

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator, who not being present, the Rev. Thomas Arch​ibald took the chair and opened Presbytery with prayer. The roll was called. Mem​bers present as above.

Rev. Thomas Morrow presented a request to be dismissed to join the Presbytery of Tus​kaloosa, which was granted, and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish him the neces​sary testimonials.

The Committee appointed to investigate and issue the cases of the brethren under censure in Bethel Church, reported that they had not been able to bring the cases to an issue, and asked to be discharged, which was granted.

A motion was made and seconded to reconsider the vote assigning Mr. John Morrow ex​ercises to be ex-

[165]

habited at our next meeting, which was passed. After reconsideration the vote was taken and decided in the negative. Mr. Morrow was dismissed at his own request, to put himself under the care of the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa.

Presbytery had recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.

On motion resolved that Presbytery will meet at Pontotoc on Thursday before the last Sabbath in March at 4 o’clock p.m.

On motion resolved that in the judgment of Presbytery it is contrary to the spirit of our Book for a minister of the Presbyterian Church to live and labour in our bounds for more than twelve months without connecting himself with us officially.

On motion resolved that each member of Presbytery preach a sermon on the subject of educating pious young men for the gospel ministry, and

[166]

take up a collection for this purpose.

Rev. Hillary Patrick appeared in Presbytery, and having rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained, took his seat as a member.

Rev. D. L. Russel was nominated Commissioner to the next General Assembly and Rev. R. S. Gladney his alternate: Doctor Crisp, elder, and Doctor Bardwell, his alternate.

Concluded with singing, prayer, and the Apostolical benediction.




Thomas C. Stuart,




Stated Clerk.

[167]




Pontotoc, 22nd March 1838,




4 o’clock p.m.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment. The last moderator not being present, Rev. T. C. Stuart, the last Moderator present, took the chair, and after read​ing from the sacred scriptures, and singing a hymn, constituted the Presbytery by prayer.

Members present, viz-

Ministers—Henry Reid, T. C. Stuart, D. L. Russell, D. L. Gray, Thos. Davis, Samuel Hurd, William A. Gray.

Elders


Nathaniel Weed
Mayhew Church


Drennan Love
Bethel Church


James P. Means
Holly Springs


William B. Means
Hudsonville


James S. Craig
Oxford

Members absent. Thomas Archibald, James B. Stafford, David Wright, Hillary Patrick, R. S. Gladney, D. A. Campbell.

Rev. Henry Reid was elected Moderator, and Rev. Samuel Hurd temporary clerk.

[168]

Rev. Jacob Lindley & Rev. Isaac Shook of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and Rev. Angus McCallum of the Presbytery of Fayetteville [North Carolina], being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Rev. David Wright, by letter, rendered reasons for absence from the present meeting, which were sustained. 

The minutes of the last stated sessions of Presbytery were read.

Rev. Thomas Davis rendered reasons for absence from the last meeting of Presbytery which were sustained.

Rev. Henry Reid, having called the attention of Pres. to some errors in the Records re​specting the votes of himself and others upon certain resolutions respecting the acts of the last General Assembly, Resolved, that a Committee be appointed to prepare a minute set​ting forth the necessary corrections. Rev. D. L. Russel, T. C. Stuart, & Dr. M. Wether​all, were appointed that Committee.

[169]

Rev. T. C. Stuart and Dr. Wetherall, were appointed a Committee of arrangements.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.




Concluded with prayer.




Friday morning,




9 o’clock, March 22nd.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Upon calling the roll the members answered to their names. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Dr. Marshall Wetherall, an Elder from Providence Church, and William Spencer an Elder from Monroe Church, appeared and took their seats in Presbytery.

A letter from the Presbytery of So. Carolina, dismissing Mr. William McWhorter, a li​centiate under their care, and recommending him to this Presbytery, was presented; and it being in satisfactory form, Resolved that he be received under the care of this Presby​tery.

[170]

The records of Church Sessions being called for and presented, the following Committees were appointed to examine them, viz-

Columbus Ch., Rev. D. L. Gray & Jas Craig.

Mayhew

 Rev. D. L. Russel & J. P. Means.

Monroe

 Rev. W. A Gray & W. B. Means.

Providence

 Rev. Thos. Davis & W. Spencer.

A Committee to prepare a narrative of the State of religion to be reported to the Gen’l As​sembly, was appointed, consisting of Rev. Wm. A. Gray & Rev. D. L. Russel.

Rev. D. L. Russel, who was appointed to supply Ripley Church at [his] discretion re​ported that he had not been able to supply said church. No reports were received from the other brethren appointed as supplies.

The Committee appointed at our last meeting to visit Mayhew Church and ascertain whe​ther they adopt the Confession of Faith and Form of Government of the Presbyterian

[171]

Church, reported that they had discharged the duty assigned them, & that the Church & Session publicly adopted our Confession of Faith and Form of Government.
Resolved that the case of the Installation of Rev. D. L. Gray be now taken up. Brother Gray having stated to Presbytery that his views had been changed by circumstances as to his duty of becoming pastor of the Oxford & Ebenezer Churches; and that, having gained the consent of most of the Elders of said churches, he had declined removing to Oxford; Resolved therefore that the resolutions of the last meeting in relation to his installation be cancelled. It is nevertheless the decided opinion of Presbytery that Br. Gray had not the right to decline a compliance with the call after having accepted it except through the Pres​bytery.

[172]

The subject of supplies for vacant churches was taken up.

The Elder from the Hudsonville Church requested leave to employ Rev. D. L. Gray as stated supply for the Churches at Hudsonville and Salem, and his request was granted.

The Elder from the Church at Holly Springs requested leave to employ Rev. Samuel Hurd as stated supply to the church at that place,
 which was granted.

The Elder from the Church of Mayhew, asked and obtained leave to employ Rev. W. A. Gray as stated supply for the remainder of the year.

Resolved that the following overture sent down from the last Gen’l Assembly (See Min​utes page 497) be answered in the negative.

Members were called on to report respecting their compliance with the resolution of last meeting requiring

[173]

them to preach on the subject of education and take up a collection—whereupon it appeared that none had attended to it except Rev. D. L. Gray, who presented ten dollars collected in his churches.

The next subject on the docket, to wit, the election of Commissioners to the next Gen’l Assembly, was taken up. Rev. D. L. Russel, who had been nominated at the last meeting, informed Presbytery that he could not attend the meeting; and Rev. R. S. Gladney, the alternate, not being present, and Presbytery being informed by Mr. Love that he could not go to the Assembly, proceeded to the election of Commissioners, when Rev. Samuel Hurd was chosen principal and Rev. W. A. Gray alternate.



                                     Presbytery took a recess until half past 2 o’clock.

[174]

After recess the Churches were called on for their contributions to the commissioners fund and paid as follows, viz:


Bethel Church
$10.00


Mayhew
  23.00


Monroe
  15.00


Providence
  15.00


Holly Springs
  32.00


Hudsonville & Salem
  35.00


Oxford
  20.00


Ebenezer
  20.00


                                       Total           $170.00

The sum of $8.00 was handed in by the members of Presbytery and others present to the contingent fund to procure the minutes of the Assembly.

Resolved that a committee be appointed with instructions to borrow money to supply the deficiency of funds necessary to defray the expenses

[175]

of two Commissioners. Rev. Samuel Hurd, Mr. W. B. Means and Mr. James Craig were appointed that Commit​tee.

Resolved that the subject of securing contributions from the Churches that have failed to send up their quotas, be referred to a Committee consisting of Rev. T. C. Stuart and Mr. Drennan Love, to report tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Rev. Duncan A. Campbell appeared in Presbytery, and having rendered reasons for tard​i​ness, which were sustained, took his seat. 

A communication from Rev. Thomas Morrow in behalf of the Session of Oak Grove Church was presented, read, and laid on the table.

A communication from Rev. Francis McFarland, Cor’s. [Correspondence] Secy. of the Gen’l Assy’s Board of Education was presented, read, and laid on the table.

[176]

Resolved that a standing Committee on the education of young men for the ministry be appointed, consisting of three ministers and two Elders. Rev. Messrs S. Hurd, D. L. Rus​sel, and D. L. Gray with the Elders James Craig & Alexr. B. Lane were elected as that Committee.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o’clock.




Concluded with prayer.




Saturday morning, 9 o’clock, 




March 24th.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. The roll was called and all the members answered to their names. The minutes of yesterday’s session were read.

The Committee on the records of Columbus Church made a report recommending that they be approved to page 82, which was adopted.

The Committee on the records

[177]

of Mayhew Church made a report recommending that the minutes be approved to page 67, which was adopted.

The Committee on the sessional records of the Monroe Church reported and recom​mended their approval to page 15, which was adopted.

The Committee on the records of Providence Church presented a report, whereupon it was resolved that the minutes be approved to page 3rd.

A paper was presented by the delegate of the Oxford and Ebenezer Chs., being a joint call from those churches to Rev. D. L. Russel to become their pastor, which being read, was put into the hands of Mr. Russel, and accepted by him.

The Committee on certain alleged errors in the minutes of the last stated sessions, made a report, which was accepted and adopted & is as follows,

[178]

The Committee to prepare a minute, beg leave to report as follows. Rev. Henry Reid called the attention of Presbytery to certain errors in the minutes of the last stated meeting of Presbytery, as read by the Stated Clerk and as published in the newspapers, in relation to votes on the resolutions respecting the proceedings of the last Assembly. The Stated Clerk informed Presbytery that these resolutions and the statement of the vote were on separate pieces of paper, &, in reviewing the minutes for correction at the close of the sessions, were not read. And moreover that the original record being in figures & char​acters, the temporary clerk had been requested to write it out, which he did, but in great haste, and in consequence of this the errors were committed. The Committee have had access to the original

[179]

paper, and on comparison of it with the second they find that the minute should so read as to shew Rev. H. Reid, Rev. D. Wright, and W. H. Craven voting against the preamble and four first resolutions. That the 5th resolution passed unanimously except Calvin Cushman, non liquet. In all other respects the Committee believe the minutes to be strictly correct. Re​solved that the Stated Clerk be directed to publish a correction of the errors in the former published statements on this subject.

On motion resolved, that the name of Salem Church in Noxubee County, be changed to Cooksville.

The Committee on the mode of procuring contributions for the Commissioners fund from delinquent churches, made a report (which was accepted and adopted)

[180]

recommending the adoption of the following resolutions: viz.

Resolved that ministers be appointed to supply vacant churches at least one Sabbath; and that they be directed to instruct those churches in their duty to contribute toward the Com​missioner’s fund and take up collections for that purpose.

Rev. R. S. Gladney to visit Beersheba and Oak Grove. Rev. D. A. Campbell to visit Car​mel and Smyrna. Rev. J. B. Stafford to visit Ripley. Rev. T. Archibald to visit Cooks​ville. 

Resolved that the Stated Clerk write to those churches having pastors or stated supplies, that have failed to send up their quotas, urging them to raise their respective portions of funds necessary to defray the expenses of our Commissioners to the

[181]

next Assembly: and that he inform them, and also the brethren above designated as sup​plies, of the liberality of the Churches that have contributed; and of the necessity imposed upon Presbytery to borrow money to supply the deficiency of adequate funds. Resolved that the money so raised be forwarded to the Stated Clerk without delay.

The following resolution was adopted. Resolved that ministers not having charges be directed to furnish a due proportion towards defraying the expenses of delegates to the Assembly.

The request from Oak Grove Ch. was taken up.—On motion, Resolved, that Presbytery is incompetent to act in the case, and that the Stated Clerk so inform them. Resolved that the order of the

[182]

day for 4 o’clock this afternoon be the statements on the state of religion.

The communication from the Sec’y of the Board of education was taken up, and referred to the Committee on education.

Resolved that a Committee on Missions be appointed. Rev. D. L. Russel, T. C. Stuart, D. L. Gray and S. Hurd with Messrs A. B. Lane, James Craig & Z. Conkey were appointed that Committee.

Resolved that the Committee on education and on Missions have authority to appoint their own officers and make their own laws; & that they be required to keep a record of their proceedings, and report to Presbytery semiannually.

Resolved that the Committee on education & the Committee on missions hold their first meetings today after the recess of Presbytery and after-

[183]

wards on their own adjournments.

Resolved that the Committee on Missions be instructed to endeavor to procure the ser​vi​ces of a missionary to be itinerate within our bounds.

Resolved that a Committee consisting of Rev. T. C. Stuart, D. L. Gray & Thomas Davis, with Messrs J. P. Means, W. B. Means, and J. H. Anderson be directed to attend at Ebenezer Church on Friday before the third Sabbath in April at 11 o’clock a.m. for the purpose of installing Rev. D. L. Russel. Br. Stuart to preside and preach the sermon; Br. Davis to give the charge to the pastor, and Br. Gray to the people: and should any of the Committee fail to attend, they may arrange the exercises according to circumstances.

It was moved and seconded that a Committee be appointed to prepare a memorial to the General Assembly requesting

[184]

that certain changes be made in the line dividing between the Synods of Alabama and Mississippi. The Moderator decided that the motion was not in order. An appeal, being taken from this decision of the Chair, was sustained by the house, and the decision re​versed. The question on the appointment of the Committee being taken, was decided in the affirmative. Rev. S. Hurd, T. C. Stuart & W. A. Gray with Elders Drennan Love & James Craig were appointed to that duty.



                             Resolved that Presbytery have a recess till 2 o’clock.

After recess the minutes were read and corrected.

The roll being called to ascertain “whether there be any abbreviated creeds and church cov​enants in use amongst our churches,” in conformity with the directions of the last Gen​eral Assembly, it appears to the satisfaction

[185]

of Presbytery that no such abbreviated creeds or church covenants are in use in any of our churches; nor have such been in use for two or three years past, although in one or two churches such were formerly used.

Resolved that brethren be appointed to supply the Church of the Commissioner to the General Assembly during his absence as follows.


1st Sabbath of May-
W. A. Gray.


2nd Sabbath
A. McCallum.


4th Sabbath
D. L. Gray.


1st Sabbath in June
D. L. Russel.


2nd Sab.
W. McWhorter.


3rd Sab.
Thos. Davis.

The elder of the Monroe Church asked and obtained leave to employ Rev. T. C. Stuart as stated supply for that church.

The order of the day was taken up, to wit, the State of religion within our bounds.

[186]

Mr. Wm. Spencer asked and obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.



                               Presbytery took a recess until half past 7 o’clock.

After recess it having been understood that the Providence congregation intended to make out a call to Mr. Wm. McWhorter, and present it at the present Sessions, Resolved that Presbytery proceed to the examination of Mr. McWhorter, with a view to his ordination. He was examined upon experimental religion; upon his views in seeking the gospel of ministry; upon philosophy, and upon natural and revealed theology to some extent, when a motion to adjourn till Monday morning 8 o’clock was carried.





Concluded with prayer.




Monday morning




8 o’clock, March 26th
Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. 

[187]

The roll was called. Members in attendance Rev. Henry Reid, T. C. Stuart, D. L. Gray, D. L. Russel, S. Hurd, W. A. Gray, Thos. Davis, [&] D. A. Campbell. Elders, J. P. Means, W. B. Means, J. S. Craig and Wetherall. The minutes of the last sessions were read and corrected.

The unfinished business, to with, the examination of Mr. McWhorter, was, on motion, post​poned to take up other business.

Presbytery proceeded to the election of a lay delegate to the next General Assembly. Mr. Eli Neely, ruling elder in the Oxford Church, was chosen principal, and Dr. John H. Crisp, ruling elder in the Salem Church was chosen alternate.

Resolved that a standing Committee of Presbytery be appointed to be called a Tract and Book Committee, whose duty it shall be to take

[188]

measures to put into circulation the tracts and bound volumes of the American Tract Society and the publications of the Presbyterian Tract Society. On motion the following persons were appointed that Committee, to with, ministers, Henry Reid, Daniel Wright, Duncan A. Campbell, and William A. Gray. Elders, J. F. Williams and Drennan Love.

Resolved that Rev. D. L. Russel, D. L. Gray, and S. Hurd be a Committee of Corres​pondence to endeavor to procure a Sabbath School depository, and the labours of an Agent in North Mississippi, in connection with the Western District [Presbytery] of Tennessee.

Resolved that the unfinished business, to wit, the examination of Mr. McWhorter, be taken up.

On motion Resolved that the delegate from Providence Church be enquired of whether the Congre-

[189]
gation intend to present a call for Mr. McWhorter at the present Sessions of Presbytery. This inquiry being made was answered in the negative; whereupon it was resolved that a Committee be appointed to confer with the Elders and licentiate on this subject and report to Presbytery without delay. Rev. S. Hurd, D. A. Gray, and Mr. W. B. Means were ap​pointed that Committee. The Committee after withdrawing with leave, for a few mo​ments, presented a report, which was accepted. On motion it was resolved that Mr. Mc​Whorter have leave to make statements concerning the reasons mentioned in said re​​port.

[190]

The Stated Clerk presented the annual Statistical report of Presbytery to the General As​sembly, which was accepted, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assem​bly and a copy of it and all the former Statistical reports which can be procured be requested in a chronological table in our book of records.

The Committee to prepare a narrative of the state of religion within our bounds to the General Assembly, made a report, which was received, adopted, and ordered to be for​warded.

The following query was presented, viz: Have church Sessions the privilege of using to​kens on sacra-

[191]

mental occasions?



                                         Presbytery had a recess till half past 2 o’clock.

After recess resolved that it be answered as follows: It is the opinion of this Presbytery that neither the Confession of Faith and Form of Government of our Church, nor any decisions of the Church Judicatories to which we owe obedience, authorize any such usage; and it is the opinion of this Presbytery that it would be inexpedient to introduce the use of tokens into the Churches under our care.

Rev. D. A. Campbell paid ten dollars for the Commissioner’s fund, which, together with the sums previously paid were put into the hands of the Commissioners.

The unfinished business, to wit, the motion to put on file the report of the Committee of conference with the Providence Church, was taken up and carried.

[192]

The Elder of the Providence Church asked and obtained leave to employ the services of Mr. McWhorter as stated supply.

On motion resolved that the examination of Mr. McWhorter as far as it has been pursued, be sustained as satisfactory.

Resolved that the Stated Clerk be directed to send such extracts from the minutes of this Presbytery as he may deem important to be published to the Editor of the American Pres​byterian: and that he give notice in the same paper of the stated meetings of Presby​tery at least six weeks before the time of meeting.

The following Preamble and Resolutions were moved and seconded. Whereas every min​is​ter at his licensure and every elder at his ordination has solemnly promised

[193]

“to study the peace, unity, and purity of the church,” And whereas the General Assembly, during the sessions of 1837 did proceed to excising four Synods, viz., Western Reserve, Utica, Gennessee, and Geneva, embracing more than five hundred ministers and sixty thousand members in direct violation of the pledge to preserve the unity and peace of the church, Therefore

Resolved 1 That this Presbytery do protest
 against the doings of the last Assembly as unconstitutional, oppressive and unkind, by which the integrity of the Presbyterian Church was destroyed.

Resolved 2. That the delegates from the presbyteries comprising the exscinded Synods have the same right to their seats in the General Assembly of 1838 as those of any other Presbytery.

Resolved 3. That our delegates be re-

[194]

quired to lay these resolutions before the next General Assembly at their Sessions in Philadelphia.

The vote being taken these resolutions were lost.

Rev. D. A. Campbell and Rev. H. Reid presented the following protest, which was re​ceived and ordered to be placed on the minutes, viz. “We beg leave to record our protest against the majority of this Presbytery for the following reasons. First. That the exscinded Synods, mentioned in the above resolutions, are believed by us to be constitutional parts of the Presbyterian Church, and with our ordination vows to support the constitution, we can​not consent to the proceedings of the General Assembly of 1837, but do most sol​emnly protest against them in exscinding those Synods contrary to the constitutional rules.

[195]

Second. That their proceedings seem to us wanting in courtesy and kindness, if not ini​q​uitous toward those Synods, especially when we consider their relation to our church.

Third. That the alleged irregularities are no just ground for deviating from the regular con​stitutional course. Fourth. But more especially do we dissent because the doings of the Assembly in this respect, will of necessary, lead to a division of our beloved Zion, throughout its whole length and breadth, and destroy that harmony which, for so many years, has reigned among us.




Signed,




D. A. Campbell




H. Reid

Resolved, that a sufficient answer is given to the above protest by reference to the Pre​amble and resolutions of this Presbytery, adopted at its last sessions, upon this subject.

[196]

Resolved that Rev. Angus McCallum,
 of the Presbytery of Fayetteville, who has lately removed within our bounds, be cordially invited to supply any of our vacant churches, which have no minister: and that leave be granted to any of our churches to employ him as stated supply.

Resolved that the Session and Stated Supply of Providence Church be advised to proceed with great prudence and gentleness in administering the affairs of the congregation in its present delicate condition.

Resolved that the thanks of this Presbytery be presented, by the moderator, to the citizens of Pontotoc for the kind and hospitable manner in which its members have been enter​tained during its present sessions.

The minutes were read and corrected.

Adjourned to meet at Carmel Church, Kemper County, Mississippi,

[197]

on Friday before the third Sabbath of October next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with prayer, singing, and the apostolical benediction.




Attest T. C. Stuart, Std. Clk.

Examined and approved by Synod to page 197.

Mesopotamia

Robert Hall

October 26, 1838
Mod.




Columbus Church




July 12th 1838

A request having been regularly made of the moderator of this Presbytery by Rev. W. A. Gray, Rev. D. Wright, and Messrs D. Love and Calvin Cushman, Elders, for a called meeting, for the purpose of receiving under its care Mr. Horatio J. Bardwell, a candidate for the gospel ministry, who has

[198]

lately been dismissed by the West Hanover Presbytery of Virginia; and proceed in his trials for licensure, and license him, if prepared for the same. The Moderator issued a circular letter as directed by the form of government of the Presbyterian Church; and appointed Wednesday the 11th of July 10 o’clock a.m. for that meeting.

The time of meeting having arrived, & but two ministers, Rev. H. Reid & Rev. W. A. Gray being present, they adjourned from time to time for the purpose of giving an op​portunity for a quorum to assemble; and this morning at 9 o’clock a quorum being pres​ent, Presbytery was constituted with prayer by the Moderator Rev. H. Reid.

The Stated Clerk being absent, Rev. W. A. Gray was appointed temporary clerk.

Members present. Rev. H. Reid, D. Wright, & W. A. Gray, ministers; Doctor A. Bardwell of Mayhew Church, Mr. J. F. Williams, Columbus Church, elders.

Ministers absent, T. Archibald, T. C.

[199]

Stuart, J. B. Stafford, H. Patrick, D. L. Russel, D. L. Gray, S. Hurd, R. S. Gladney, D. A. Campbell, [&] T. Davis.

The Rev. George Moore, of Clinton Presbytery, being present, was invited to sit as a cor​responding member.

Mr. J. F. Williams was appointed assistant clerk.

Mr. Horatio J. Bardwell, being [present], presented his letter. It was on motion

Resolved 1st. That [it] is not proper to received Mr. Bardwell on the authority of his letter form the West Hanover Presbytery for the following reasons.

1st. He is dismissed from West Hanover Presbytery as a Licentiate, when at the same time his request in his petition is, to be licensed by this Presbytery.

2nd. There is no evidence on the face of the letter by which this body can be assured that this dismission was either by order of the Presbytery, or a true copy of the minutes of the same.

[200]

If it is a true copy, Mr. Bardwell has already been licensed; if it is not, it would be highly improper for this Presbytery to receive it as such.

Resolved 2nd. That while we sympathize with Mr. Bardwell in this misfortune, we would advise him to return his letter and request a regular dismission as a Candidate for licen​sure.

Resolved 3rd. That these resolutions be officially signed by the moderator and clerk of this Presbytery, and a copy furnished Mr. Bardwell to forward to West Hanover Presby​tery, as reasons why his letter was not received.

Adjourned sine die.




Concluded with prayer.




H. Reid, Moderator.

Attest

T. C. Stuart

Stated Clerk.
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1 minister & del. to 24 ministers etc.

Permanent resolutions

Adopting the General Rules for Judicatories, 




p. 24

Semiannual meetings,
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Respecting the dismission of church members
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Time for presenting records of Sessions and Sessional reports


     74

To visit & converse with the members
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To commit proof texts [to memory]
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For mutual improvement
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Organizing churches on the principal [sic] of total abstinence 
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Authorizing ministers to organize churches
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No anti-temperance minister can be rec’d
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Meetings of Presbytery

1.   At Mayhew
June 5, 1829.

2.   Yoknokchaya
Oct. 29th 1829.

3.   Columbus

Jan’y 8, 1830.

4.   Aickhuma

March 26, 1830.

5.   Goshen

Oct. 22, 1830.

6.   Elliot


March 26, 1831.

7.   Beersheba

Oct’r 20, 1831.

8.   Monroe

March 8, 1832.

9.   Columbus

Oct. 4, 1832.

10. Unity


March 7, 1833.

11. Beersheba

Nov. 7, 1833.

12. Columbus, Thursday preceding the 4th Sabbath of March 1834.

13. Mayhew, Thursday before 4th Sab. Oct. 4 p.m.

First meeting of Synod at Mayhew Nov. 1829

Second meeting of [Synod] at Hopewell, Miss. Oct 1830.

Third meeting of [Synod] at Concord, Ala. Oct 1831.

Fourth     do.                    at Clinton, Miss.- Oct 1832

Fifth         do.           to be held at Greensborough, Ala. On the last Wednesday of Oct.




1833 at noon.

Sixth         do.
         to be held at Port Gibson on the last Wednesday of Oct. 1834 




at 11 o’clock a.m.

� John W. Moseley, Jr., ordained by Tombeckbee Presbytery in 1899, edited a condensed version of these materials, published as A Record of Missionary Meetings Held in the Chahta and Chikesha Nations and the Records of the Tombigbee Presbytery from 1825 to 1838 (West Point, Miss.: West Point Leader, n.d.).


� In 1817, the Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury established a mission among the Choctaws called Chickamauga at Brainerd, Tenn. The following year he opened a similar mission among the Choctaws of Mississippi near the east bank of the Yalobusha River, near Grenada, called Eliot. This was followed in 1820 by a second mission at Mayhew, seven miles east of the present town of Starkville. The mission site is located just within the north�eastern order of the present Oktibbeha County, one-half mile west of the Lowndes County line, at the point “where Ash Creek flows into Tibee on Township line 20.” The location was described as “about 12 miles above” the creek’s “junction with the Tombigbee.” The Panoplist (August 1820): 365. The grounds upon which the mission stood with an adjoining cemetery in which several of the mission workers and their children lie buried is preserved to-day by the First Pres�by�terian Church of Stark�ville, and has been des�ig�nated a National Presby�terian Historic Site. See Wil�liam A. Love, “The Mayhew Mission to the Choctaws,” Publications of the Mississippi Historical Society 11 (1910): 363-402; Caroline Bennett, “Historical Notes on Mayhew Mission and First [Presbyterian] Church, Starkville, Mississippi,” (type�writ�ten mss., n.d.). See photo in the Journal of Presbyterian History 77 (Fall 1999): 145.


� As will be seen, spellings were not yet standardized. Moreover, because the Indian lands were considered the property of the tribal nations, the work performed within them was classified as “foreign missions.”


� The “meeting of the Missionary Brethren” was a gathering of workers sent under the auspices of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, an agency supported by the Presbyterian Church. Some of the minister missionaries were Presbyterians; others adhered to the Congregational Churches of New England. These informal meetings were the ancestor of a more formal organization, the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, whose minutes, after its organization in 1829, were kept in the same book. The order and style of the meetings of the Missionary Brethren generally follow that of presbyteries in pioneer settings along the line of settlement on the burgeoning American frontier. See Walter Brownlow Posey, Frontier Mis�sion: A History of Religion West of the Southern Appalachians to 1861 (Lexington: University of Ken�tucky Press, 1966).


� Cyrus Kingsbury (1786-1870) was a towering figure in the religious history of the American Southwest. A Pres�byterian, born in Alstead, New Hampshire, he was a recent graduate of Brown University in Rhode Island and Andover Seminary in Massachusetts in 1816 when the American Board ordained and sent him to began his work among the Cherokees at Brainerd Mission, near Chattanooga, Tennessee. Less than twenty-four months later, in 1818, Kingsbury organized the first work among the Choctaws at Eliot, on Yalobusha Creek in present day Grenada County, Mississippi. So successful was the Eliot mission that the Indians urged him to establish another school, and with the approval of the ABCFM, Kingsbury located it at a site on Oktibbeha Creek, near the spot where Ash Creek flows into it. Kingsbury and his family moved there in November 1820, naming the new mission Mayhew in honor of five generations of Mayhews who had been missionaries since the mid-17th century to the Indians on Martha’s Vineyard. Some work had been done there prior to Kingsbury’s arrival, but almost immediately to facilitate transportation between Eliot and Mayhew, a wagon road was opened with the help of Captain David Folsom, a Choctaw chief. That summer seventy acres were cleared and ten buildings constructed. Kingsbury intended to open his school in the autumn of 1821. [Caroline Bennett,] “Historical Notes,” 1-3; see Dawson Phelps, “The Choctaw Mis�sion: An Experi�ment in Civilization,” Journal of Mississippi History 14 (1952): 41-43; and Clara Sue Kid�well, Choctaws and Missionaries in Mississippi, 1818-1918 (Norman: Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 1995). When the Native Americans of Mississippi were re�moved to Oklahoma, Kings�bury and others of the Indian mission in Mississippi labored among them there. See also William L. Heimstra, “Early Presbyterian Mis�sions among the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians in Mississippi,” Journal of Mississippi History 10 (1948): 8-16. 


� Cyrus Byington was one of the early and important Presbyterian workers in the Indian mis�sion. He was proficient in the Choctaw and Chickasaw languages and possessed the ability to preach in the native tongues. He also translated hymns into the Choctaw language. He was often the secretary of the meetings of the Missionary Brethren and was the first stated clerk of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee. Byington early compiled grammars, translated portions of the scrip�ture and published a dictionary, reprinted later by the Smithsonian Institution as A Dictionary of the Choctaw Language, Bureau of American Ethnography Bulletin No. 46 (ed. by J. R. Swanton and H. S. Halbert) (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1915). The first book published in Choctaw was a spelling book published in 1825, followed by a catechism (1827) and hymnal (1829). See Clara Sue Kidwell, “The Language of Christian Conversion among the Choctaw,” Journal of Presbyterian History 77 (Fall 1999): 143-52; a photo of Byington from the Haughton Library archive at Harvard University appears on p. 146. He died in 1868 or ’69 in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. See E. C. Stott, Ministerial Directory of the Presbyter�ian Church, U. S., 1861-1941 (Austin, Tex.: Von Boeck�mann-Jones, 1942): 102. (Information given in the Min���is�terial Direc�tory occasionally differs in detail from the minutes of governing bodies. No effort is made at this remove to harmonize discrepancies, and it should be remembered that the records of governing bodies are considered the official records of the church.)


� Anson Dyer was a missionary at Elliott, who became a candidate for the ministry under the care of the Presbytery of South Alabama. 


� Cushman and his family came from Goshen, Massachusetts, in 1820 to work with the Mayhew Mission. They, along with a family of Smiths and a family of Bardwells, traveled to Pittsburgh in wagons and then came down the Ohio and Mississippi by boat. At the mouth of the Yazoo they were met by Mr. Dyer of the Eliot mission. The Smiths and Bardwells went to Eliot. The Cushmans traveled overland to Mayhew. Calvin Cushman was a teacher and farmer, a brother-in-law of Elijah Bardwell. Both would become ruling elders in the Presbyterian Church. The year 1821 was very hard on the new mission. The spring was excep�tionally wet, so that little could be done in the fields or brickyard. Corn rotted in the ground. On July 6, the Cush�mans’ eldest child died, followed by their youngest on August 1. A small cemetery was laid out, and the following summer Mrs Sarah Kingsbury, wife of the Rev’d Cyrus Kingsbury died, and was also buried there. The little cemetery, which is preserved, remains as the only tangible remnant of the Mayhew mission site. Bennett, 3, 6-7.


� Dr William W. Pride was a missionary physician.


� As will be seen the delivery of learned dissertations upon academic subjects formed a key part of the as�sem�blies of the Missionary Brethren, as well as the subsequent meetings of the Tombeckbee Presbytery, such exercises serving as they did to attract public interest and set the Presbyterian Church apart from the more aggressive but less intellectually cultivated approaches to mission and ministry of rival religious com�munions. Byington was among the most linguistically-gifted missionaries.


� By 1825 it had seemed appropriate to organize an association of missionaries. This body later became the Tombigbee [or Tombeckbee] Presbytery, and it is their minutes which are annotated here. The blending of practices from the Congregationalist and Presbyterian traditions as sanctioned by the Plan of Union of 1801 is evident. Ministers in the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations were “under the patronage” of the ABCFM or Synod of South Carolina and Georgia, together with an “equal number of lay brethren.” The relative proximity to Presbyterian organizations—the closest Congregationalist association was a thousand miles distant—no doubt influenced the ministers to connect themselves with Presbyterian judicatories. The few Presbyterian ministers in Alabama had been organized into the Presbytery of South Alabama on March 1, 1821 at Cahawba, Ala., by the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia. When the Association met next on May 4, 1826, Kingsbury would report that he had been unable to attend one of the Alabama presbyteries, but on November 10, 1826, he was able to attend the meeting of South Alabama Presbytery, where he was welcomed, seated as a corresponding member, and the next day, received as a member. The minutes of the presbytery read as follows: “Mr. Archibald made a request in behalf of Mr. Kingsbury, a missionary among the Choctaws, that he be received as a member of this Presbytery. It appeared that Mr. Kingsbury was not a member of any Presbytery or association and that he had no dismission from any ecclesiastical body, yet that he was a regular ordained minister employed as such by the American Board. The General Assembly having granted the privilege to missionaries the liberty of attaching themselves to any convenient Presby�tery, it was resolved that he be received as a member in regular connection with this Presbytery. Minutes of South Alabama Presbytery (November 11, 1826).


� The Church at Mayhew had been organized on Sunday, May 6, 1821 on Congregationalist lines, as per�mitted under the “accommodation plan,” agreed to by the Presbyterian and Congregational workers who carried on the work there under the auspices of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis�sions. The mission journal recorded the occasion as follows: “A solemn, interesting, and delightful season, This day has been planted in the wilderness the visit of the Lord. Ere long, we trust it will shed its delight�ful fragrance and cast its goodly shade over this deadly land. In the morning a meeting of the brethren and sisters of this mission was opened with prayer. After some discussion, the articles of faith and the covenant of the Church at Elliot were unanimously adopted. In the afternoon…after singing and prayer, Mr. Kings�bury read the articles of faith and the covenants which were assented to by the brethren and sisters. By this solemn transaction they were recognized as a Church of Christ….The Rev. Dr. Worcester then made some appropriate remarks….He then in strains of elevated devotion, offered up the consecrating prayer and administered the element of bread…” Cyrus Kingsbury and his wife Sarah, the Rev’d Alfred Wright, and Calvin Cushman and his wife Laura were among those signing the covenant. Bennett, 1.


� Although the Mississippi Territory was originally under the jurisdiction of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia during the early 1800s, it was through the Synod of Kentucky (probably because of proximity and convenience of travel) that action came to organize a presbytery in the Natchez district, which was done in 1815. The northern boundary of this presbytery was fixed at the line of division between the Choc�taw and Chickasaw nations, with the territory above allocated to the Presbytery of West Tennessee. The Mississippi Presbytery was lodged in the Synod of Kentucky until 1817, when that Synod was divided and the Mississippi Presbytery placed in the newly organized Synod of Tennessee. In 1825 the Synod of Ten�nes��see was divided into two parts, the Synod of Tennessee and the Synod West Tennessee, and the Pres�bytery of Mississippi was attached to the latter. Mississippi Presbyterian historian C. W. Grafton ob�serves that at the time the Pres��bytery of Tombeckbee was organized in 1828 there was confusion about bound�ary lines. Grafton notes that “The Synod of the Carolinas, having sent out the first missionaries to the Tom�bigbee country naturally claimed it and in 1828 that Synod passed the order for the organization of the Pres��bytery.” The following year the Presbytery of Mississippi protested against the action of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia in the founding of the Tombeckbee Presbytery, with the result that the Synod of Mississippi and South Alabama was formed, with the three Presbyteries of Mississippi, Tombeckbee and South Alabama. Six years later, in 1835, the Synod of Mississippi was organized, but the Tombeckbee Presbytery was left in the Presbytery of South Alabama. It was transferred to the Synod of Mississippi in 1842. C. W. Grafton, “History of Pres�by�terianism in Mississippi” (unpub�lished manuscript, original in the historical files of St Andrew Presbytery Resource Center, 1927): 111-12. And because the Missis�sippi Presbytery’s churches were almost all separated from those of Tombeckbee by a great distance, the missionaries to the Native Americans in the northern part of the state often turned for help to the Presby�terian judicatories in Alabama, which were more accessible to travelers. Controversy over boundary lines continued for several years. See John G. Jones, A Con�cise History of the Intro�duction of Protestantism into Mississippi and the Southwest (St. Louis: P. M. Pinkard, 1866): 236-38; Ernest Trice Thomp�son, Presby�terians in the South, 3 vols. (Rich�mond: John Knox, 1963, 1973), 1:177.


� As noted spellings are not yet Anglicized and the phonetic renderings show great variation. Some of these spellings became normative, as in the town of Chickasha, Okla., a county seat 30 miles south�west of Okla�homa City.


� The Presbyterian work among the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations was distinguished from that of other communions by its emphasis upon education. At each of the Presbyterian mission stations schools were est�ablished, and these were subsidized in part with grants from the Federal government. Cyrus Byington and his colleagues, having reduced the Choctaw language to writing, trans�lated the Bible, and conducted schools. The Chickasaw people, whose language was similar, made use of the Choctaw books. The Native Ameri�cans were encouraged to cultivate the disciplines of preaching, in�cluding the production of a written man�u�script, in the most accepted Presbyterian manner.


� One of the early mission stations, Goshen evolved into a Presbyterian Church. In 1835, this congregation along with the church at Eliot was dissolved in consequence of the removal of the Choctaw members to Oklahoma.


� The American Board had originated in 1810 as the foreign mission arm of the Congregationalists and Presbyterians. It was a natural outgrowth of the Plan of Union between the two denominations, an agree�ment formulated to foster cooperation and eliminate competition in carrying the benefits of religion to the new American nation’s rapidly expanding frontier. According to the Plan of Union, missionaries of either church were to promote forbearance and accommodation between “those inhabitants of new settlements who hold the Presbyterian and those who hold the Congregational form of church government.” As its name implies the ABCFM was chiefly concerned with foreign fields, and the foreign lands included the var�ious nations of Native Americans, much of whose territory was still owned by them and not by the United States. This territory, of course, included most of the land in the northern part of Mississippi.


� In 1819, the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia had established a mission among the Indians and ap�pointed Thomas C. Stuart, a twenty-five-year-old candidate for the ministry to survey a promising location. A proposal from leaders of the Chickasaw nation for a school was accepted, and Stuart began work, with his wife Susan, and others from South Carolina, in January 1821. They selected a site on the Natchez Trace about ten miles south of Pontotoc, which was named Monroe, after the popular American president James Monroe, under whose administration schools for Native Americans had been encouraged and financed. The missionaries cleared a farm and built a school, which began operations the following year with children of Chickasaws, white settlers, and mixed-blood families.  A church was organized at the Monroe Mission by the Rev’d Hugh Dickson, representing the Presbytery of South Carolina, who had been commissioned by the Missionary Society of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia to visit the work among the Chickasaws in Mississippi. This was done June 7, 1823, with seven on the charter roll. Until the organ�i�zation of the Tombeckbee Presbytery, the church was placed under the jurisdiction of the North Alabama Presbytery (where Thomas Stuart’s presbytery membership was also lodged). During the next decade 180 were baptized, 123 of whom became communicant members. Of these, 69 were black, 29 white, and 25 Native American. The church achieved its largest membership in 1836, with 127 on the roll. After the Indians were sent to Oklahoma, membership dropped to 16. Sessional Records of the Monroe Presbyterian Church, cited in Grafton, 58; see E. T. Winston, “Father” Stuart and the Monroe Mission (Meridian, Miss.: Tell Farmer Press, 1927). Records of the Monroe Church Session were originally pub�lished in the Minutes of the Presbyterian Historical Society of the Synod of Mississippi (1908): 34-47; see Grafton 57.


� In 1907, Julia Daggett Harris described the old Monroe church as follows: “The old Monroe church as I saw it in my youth was indeed an interesting sight from the standpoint of modern church build�ings. It was a small room 16 x 16 and built of poles, having one window in the East side for light. The window was simply a hole cut through the logs and closed by a wide board held by leather hinges, and raised from the inside. The church had a dirt and stick chimney with a large open fireplace where in the winter the early worshipers warmed their frostbitten fingers. In the front of the church they had a large arbor covered with brush and seated with puncheons where they held their summer meetings.” Minutes of the Presbyterian Historical Society of the Synod of Mississippi (1907): 37-38. According to Harris, the log church was re�placed by a second building, also of logs, with a high box pulpit. It was razed about 1870. The present church, located three miles north of the Chickasaw mission site, was erected about 1870 and stands on the west side of Mississippi Highway 15, one mile south of the village of Algoma in Pontotoc County.


� Thomas C. Stuart was born September 29, 1794 and licensed for the ministry, April 3, 1819 by the Pres�by�tery of South Carolina. He was later ordained a missionary to the Alabama country, and subsequently appointed a missionary to the Creek and Chickasaw nations. He visited the mission at Eliot and met Kings�bury in 1820, returning in January 1821 to Mississippi to begin the work near Pontotoc known as Monroe Mission. It was Stuart to which Kingsbury referred in an August 1821 letter when he wrote, “There is but one Presbyterian minister within eighty or one hundred miles, and but four or five within the whole state of Alabama.” Cited in Bennett, 5. After joining the Tombeckbee Presbytery, his presbyterial affiliation was shifted several times as the boundary between Tombeckbee and Chickasaw Presbyteries was realigned and as engagements to serve various small congregations were made. He went to Oklahoma to minister with the Indians for two further years (1837-1839), but became convinced his place was in Mississippi with those who remained near Monroe. He served the Monroe Church, along with other appointments, until 1859, after which he resided in Pontotoc and Tupelo still preaching at Monroe and elsewhere as he could, until prevented in 1873 by declining health. His ministry of more than fifty years is one of the longest in Mississippi Presbyterian history. He died October 9, 1883. His grave is prominently marked in the Pontotoc City Cemetery. See photo and description of the monument in Win�ston, 62-65; Ministerial Directory, 694.





� The location was easily accessible being the focal point of the highways of travel for remote generations of primitive men. Coming from North and South the long trail called ‘Cotton Gin Road’ passed through the station. The ‘Natchez Trace’ came down from the Northeast and passing Monroe continued south. Grafton, 57.


� In 1827 the Chickasaw mis�sion was placed under the jurisdiction of the American Board of Commis�sion�ers for Foreign Missions, formed in 1810 by the Con�gregationalists and broadened to include Presby�terians two years later. It was not until 1837 that the Presbyterian Church once more assumed direct control of its mis�sions to the Native Americans. See Harold S. Faust, “The Growth of Presby�terian Missions to the Amer�����i��can Indians during the National Period,” Journal of the Presbyterian Historical Society 22 (1944).


� This was an arrangement similar to that approved by the Presbyterian General Assembly in the Plan of Union (1801) designed to further cooperative work among Congregationalists and Presbyterians as settlers moved into frontier areas of Western New York and the upper Midwest. 


� Byington was later ordained according to a Presbyterian, rather than as here proposed, a Congregational model. His certificate of ordination, from the Presbytery of Cincinnati, was presented at the first meeting of the newly organized Presbytery of Tombeckbee, and he was the first minister to be received into that body, June 6, 1829.


� The Rev’d Hugh Wilson, with his wife Ethalinda Hall Wilson were among the missionaries associated with the Chickasaw mission of North Mississippi. Hugh Wilson was born near Statesville, N. C., March 16, 1794. His father was a Princeton graduate, Presbyterian minister, as well as a substantial planter. Hugh Wil�son graduated from Princeton College (1820), then studied at Princeton Seminary where he resolved to be a missionary. He went on to earn a Master of Arts from Princeton College, after which he came to Mis�sissippi in 1822 to work among the Chickasaws. With a commission from the Missionary Society of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia Wilson and his bride traveled by wagon to Monroe Station in the heart of the Chickasaw domain. He worked with Thomas C. Stuart for some years, then established outpost schools at nearby Tockshish and Caney Creek. When the change in government policy resulted in the clos�ure of the Chickasaw missions, the Wilsons moved to West Tennessee, where they ministered with the Rev’d James Holmes to Native Americans there for some years. In 1837, Wilson went as a missionary to Texas, where he served for the rest of his life. He organized the first Presbyterian church in Texas, four miles west of San Augustine in 1838. He was one of the founders of Austin College, which awarded him an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree in 1857. Edward M. Browder, “A Pioneer Preacher in Texas: The Rev’d Hugh Wil��son, D.D.” (Dallas: re-printed from the Texas Presbyterian, 1916); T. M. Cunningham, Hugh Wilson, a Pioneer Saint (Dallas: Wilkinson, 1938).


� Jeremiah Evarts was secretary of the American Board.


� According to the Presbyterian Church’s Form of Government, XIV:I, “The Holy Scriptures require that some trial be previously had of them who are to be ordained to the ministry of the gospel, that this sacred office may not be degraded, by being committed to weak or unworthy men…and that the churches may have an opportunity to form a better judgment respecting the talents by whom they are to be instructed and gov�erned [:] For this purpose presbyteries shall license probationers to preach the gospel, that after a com�petent trial of their talents, and receiving from the churches a good report, they may, in due time, ordain them to the sacred office.” Citations from The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America containing the Confession of Faith, the Catechisms, and the Directory for the Worship of God: together with the Plan of Government and Discipline, as ratified by the General Assembly, at their Ses�sions in May, 1821; and amended in 1833. (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication, 1839). Licensure was a stage in a candidate’s preparation for the ministry, intended to be a pro�bationary period of not less than a year’s duration, in which the candidate could preach the gospel under presbyterial super�vis�ion. At a point later in the church’s history the practice of licensing ministers for this probationary period was aban�doned.


� Williams, with his wife, had assisted Cyrus Kingsbury in the formation of the mission at Eliot. See Kid�well, 27.


� Two years earlier Williams felt that he knew Choctaw well enough to teach it in his school at Bethel. When that school failed because the Indians in the neighborhood moved away, Williams moved to Goshen, so that he could study Choctaw with Joel Nail, a mixed-blood leader who lived nearby. Kidwell, 85.


� As the statistics cited earlier indicate, the missionaries enjoyed greater success with the white settlers, individuals of mixed-blood, and the black slaves owned by the Native Americans than with the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribesmen themselves. Since the conversion and uplift of the Indians was their primary charge, the mission workers were naturally concerned about how best to pursue their work.


� The plan of operation set forth here is remarkably like the order of procedure followed for a generation thereafter in the meetings of the Tombeckbee Presbytery.


� William Cochran Blair was born in Bourbon County, Kentucky, March 16, 1791. He attended Jefferson College at Canonsburg, Pa. (1818) and Princeton Seminary (1818-1821), where his professors urged him to a missionary calling. He was ordained an evangelist by Chillicothe Presbytery in Ohio (1822), and served initially among the Chickasaws of West Tennessee, coming to Mississippi to work at Martyn Mission in the north-central part of the state in 1825.  On June 7, 1828, he organized the First Presbyterian Church of Memphis, Tenn., and later served as the first moderator of the Synod of Mississippi (1835), after its pres�byteries were set off from those of Alabama. With the Rev’d James Smylie, Blair worked among the slaves of South Mississippi. (His work is mentioned in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin [1853]). He later moved to Texas, arriving in Victoria in 1840, where he served as an evangelist and teacher until his death at Port Lavaca, February 15, 1873. He is con�sidered among the founders of Austin College. Southwestern Presbyterian (March 6, 1873); Clifford Mer�rill Drury, Presbyterian Panorama: One Hundred and Fifty Years of National Missions History (Phila�del�phia: Board of Christian Education, 1952): 148, 396); Princeton Seminary Spire (Winter 1991): 11.


� A colon was often used to punctuate an abbreviation by writers of this era.


� It is noteworthy that the communion was administered during the missionary meetings, whereas it would be a generation or more before the regular administration of the sacrament would become part of the meetings of southern presbyteries.


� Whereas missionaries of other denominations contented them�selves with preaching to the Indians in Eng�lish, the Presbyterians learned the Native American lang�uages, and several became proficient in its use for both educational and evangelistic purposes.


� The Colberts were a leading mixed-blood family in the Chickasaw Nation, and important in the early de�vel�opment of Presbyterianism in North Mississippi. See Don Martini, Chickasaw Empire: The Story of the Colbert Family (Ripley, Miss.: privately published, 1986).


� Both Native Americans and white settlers brought slaves into the region, and the Presbyterian mission�aries noted a fair amount of effort in working with them. Their names, as recorded in the sessional books, form important records from which research on the early history of African Americans in the region may be derived. The missionaries found the slaves useful as interpreters, for the Negroes, who had been purchased from white traders, spoke English and had learned the Indian language from their current owners. The slaves performed manual labor for the missionaries, but the use of slave labor formed in intense dilemma of conscience for the missionaries. The blacks formed the largest number of potential church members for the mission churches. Kidwell, 72, 78; see William L. Heimstra, “The Disruptive Effects of the Negro Slavery Controversy upon the Presbyterian Missions among the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians,” Westminster Theological Journal 11 (1949): 123-32; Robert T. Lewitt, “Indian Missions and An�ti��slavery Sentiment: A Con�flict of Evangelical and Humanitarian Ideals,” Mississippi Valley Historical Re�view 50 (June 1963): 39-55. Cornelia Pelham wrote of an effective mission to the Chickasaws at Mon�roe, conducted wholly by a slave. Pelham’s account is preserved in [Sara Tuttle], Letters on the Chick�asaw and Osage Missions (Bos�ton: Massachusetts Sabbath School Union, 1831): 10-11; Missionary Herald 26 (1830): 115.


� Eliot Mission, seven miles south of Grenada, was named after John Eliot, the early apostle to the Indians at Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., and first translator of the Bible into a Native American language. Established in 1818, it soon had log cottages, a mill, stable, carpenter and blacksmith’s shops, store houses, and a school. The missionaries kept a journal of the work at Eliot, which alternates between gloom and hope—telling of sickness, shortage of food, problems with the Indians’ use of liquor, along with stories of success in teaching the youngsters. Henry Patterson Heggie, Indians and Pioneers of Old Eliot (Grenada: Tusca�homa Press, 1989). The Eliot journal is among the papers of the American Board of Commissioners for For�eign Missions at Harvard University.


� The Latin word instant, often abbreviated inst. was used to indicate a date in the current month. The terms ultimo, or ultimo mense, together with proximo, abbreviated ult. and prox., refer to previous and subsequent months.


� The distinction between religious and educational activities was made on the grounds that the government was willing to pay for the educational aspects of the mission school undertakings. Differences had also arisen between some of the missionaries and the ABCFM as well as the Federal government, as to the pro�priety and efficiency of attempting to reach the Native Americans by learning their languages. As early as 1816 the ABCFM had attempted to withdraw funding for this difficult effort, and Thomas McKenny, head of the government’s Indian Office wrote to Cyrus Kingsbury, April 10, 1826, that “The plan of teaching Indians to read in their own language is not the best way to proceed with them. After this, teaching was done “in English first.” But the American Board acted to provide funding for missionary activities devoted to studying the language, preparing books, teaching, and preaching in the Choctaw language. Kidwell, 82-88.


� The scheduling of exercises of this sort indicate that the meetings of the Missionary brethren included larger audiences, including in some cases quite large congregations. Evidently in later years, large numbers of auditors at times attended the religious exercises associated with meetings of the Tombeckbee Presby�tery. These occasions which embraced features of the protracted meetings favored by the more revivalistic communions were balanced by the literary and academic presentations associated with Presbyterian prac�tice (such as the reading of a manuscript sermon), but clearly were devised to attract wider interest even as matters coincident to the prosecution of the missionary enterprise were tended to by the official delegates.


� Administration of the communion to sick persons had been a matter of controversy among Presbyterians. Whereas certain Reformation-era leaders such as Theodore Beza provided for sickbed communions in their liturgical books others, such as Calvin (who expressed his personal wish to permit the practice), refrained for various reasons. Princeton professor Samuel Miller wrote that private administration of the Lord’s Sup�per might encourage a dying man to rely “on the power of an external sign,” rather than the merit of the Savior.  Presbyterianism the Truly Primitive and Apostolical Constitution of the Church of Christ (Phila�delphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication, 1835): 9. (Miller did allow a sickroom celebration of the sacra�ment in rare cases when “a devout and exemplary communicant…has been confined for several, per�haps for many years to a bed of sickness.” Half a dozen elders or other friends should accompany the pas�tor, thus making, in reality, a church, “meeting by its representatives,” 92. In 1863 the Northern Assem�bly (Old School) voted to authorize celebrations of the communion at the bedsides of the sick. The South�ern Church did not follow the example of the U.S.A. church in allowing communions for the sick until another century had passed. See R. Milton Winter, “Presbyterians and Prayers for the Sick: Changing Patterns of Pastoral Ministry,” American Presbyterians: Journal of Presbyterian History 64 (Fall 1986): 141-55.


� The records of South Alabama Presbytery indicate that neither Cyrus Kingsbury nor Alfred Wright were able to attend regularly. The distance was great and overland travel in those days was exceedingly difficult and slow. The need for an official governing body was apparent. The missionaries needed more ministers, but did not feel they had authority in their Association to examine and ordain them. In 1825, Cyrus Bying�ton had asked for ordination, and the Association directed him to seek this through the Presbytery of South Alabama or the Presbytery of Mississippi. When unable to attend the meetings of either, he returned in 1826 asking that he be ordained in the manner of the Congregationalist Associations. This request was also declined, and Byington traveled to Cincinnati, Ohio to be ordained by the presbytery there. Early in 1828 an overture was sent to South Alabama Presbytery asking a division of that presbytery to set off some of its territory for a new presbytery among the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. On April 4, the South Alabama Presbytery voted to lay over the request for consideration at its next regular meeting. The next October, the presbytery appointed a committee, consisting of Cyrus Kingsbury, Joseph P. Cunningham, and Thomas Archibald, to prepare an overture to the Synod respecting the formation of a Presbytery to the west and to describe its contemplated limits. The next day, October 13, the report of the committee was accepted, and in December of the same year, the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia established a new Presbytery “em�brac�ing the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations of Indians; the Presbytery to hold its first meeting at Mayhew on the Friday preceding the first Sabbath in June 1829.” Bennett, 9.


� Presbyterian funeral services were often held on the Lord’s Day morning in the 19th century.


� Subsequent to the organization of the presbytery, the pages numbers begin again with page one.


� At the time the jurisdiction of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia extended over all South Alabama and that part of Mississippi occupied by the two Indian nations named in the minute which follows. On the 30th of June 1828, the Native Americans stilled owned 16,885,760 acres of land in Mississippi, whereas the United States had acquired title to only 11,514,517 acres. A map of the U. S., found in the American Alma�nac for 1831 shows all of North Mississippi as belonging to the Chickasaws, and the central part from the Tombeckbee to the Mississippi Rivers as in possession of the Choctaws. The number of Native Americans in the state, by the census of 1830 was 23,400. See E. T. Baird, Historical Sketch of the Bethel Presbyterian Church, Lowndes County, Miss., Prepared for the Semi-Cen�ten�nial Celebration, June 21, 1884 (Columbus, Miss., Published by the Bethel Church, Crawford, Miss., 1885): 4.


� Mayhew would not only be the site for the first meeting of the new Tombigbee Presbytery, but also for the newly constituted Synod of Mississippi and South Alabama, which was organized there, November 11, 1829. The new presbytery was immediately incorporated into a new synod. The Assembly of 1829 had met before the time appointed for the organization of the new presbytery, and on the petition of the Presbytery of Mississippi, it resolved that “The Presbyteries of Mississippi, South Alabama, and Bigby [sic] are hereby formed into a new Synod, to be known by the name of the Synod of Mississippi and South Alabama. Resolved, That the Synod of Mississippi and South Alabama hold their first meeting at Mayhew on the second Wednesday of November next at 11 o’clock a.m., and that the Rev. R. M. Cunningham, D.D., or in case of his absence, the senior minister present, preach the sermon at the opening, and preside until a Moderator is chosen.” Citations from Baird, 5. The Presby�tery’s name—following a widespread custom of naming Presby�terian governing bodies after rivers, de�rives, of course, from the Tombig�bee River which ran through the territory embraced within its bounds. It is interesting that the request to the General Assembly to create this new alignment came from the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia rather than the Synod of West Tennessee, in which the Mis�sissippi Presbytery further south was then lodged. This no doubt had to do with the fluidity of the missionary situation and the longstanding interest of the former synod in the work among the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations. Grafton, 326-27.


� Churches in this period were typically styled by clerks as “The Church at ___ ” or “The Church of ___ ,”  a usage which may in�dicate a certain “high-church” claim—typical in an era when almost every com�mun�ion believed itself to be the true church and made exalted claims for its form of government as the sole man�i�festation of the apos�tolic exemplar. See, for example, Princeton Seminary professor Samuel Miller’s Presbyterianism the Truly Primitive and Apostolical Constitution of the Church of Christ (Phila�delphia: Presbyterian Board of Publi�cation, 1835). Major Craven (d. 1849), would prove himself a stalwart member of the presbytery as the years un�folded. He donated the land on which the Columbus Church’s first house of worship was built.


� According to the Form of Government X:xii, “Ministers in good standing in other presbyteries, or in any sister churches, who may happen to be present, may be invited to sit with the presbytery, as corresponding members. Such members shall be entitled to deliberate and advise, but not to vote in any decisions of the presbytery.” The Tombeckbee Presbytery regularly welcomed ministers of the Baptist, Methodist Epis�co�pal, and Protestant Epis�copal Churches, as well as the New School, Cumberland, Independent, and Associ�ate Re�formed branches of the Presbyterian Church.


� Yoknokchaya was a mission station in the Choctaw country west of Columbus. The designation of mis�sion stations as places of meeting indicates that the Missions to the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations was still of prime concern.


� In those days before railroad-travel made Presbyterial attendance easier and more comfortable, quorums could be difficult to assemble. These minutes contain many examples of the failure of presbytery to con�vene due to the lack of a quorum.


� As of July 1, 1829, the Mayhew Church reported 55 members: fifteen from the mission families, eleven other white persons, twenty-four Native Americans, and five black members. During the previous year twenty-eight had joined by profession of faith and two by letter. Six had been transferred to the new Columbus congregation in 1828. Bennett, 10.


� The presbytery met just prior to the first sessions of the newly-organized Synod of Mississippi and South Alabama, which spoke forcefully against the forced removal of the Choctaw Nation, to wit: “Resol�ved, That this Synod conceive it to be their duty and privilege to express their views in regard to the efforts which may be made to remove the Indians within our bounds from their present residence. And Re�sol�ved, That having witnessed the progressive improvement, especially among the Choctaws, they would regret, both as men and Christians, any attempt to coerce their removal. And Resolved, That in the opinion of this Synod, the time is not far distant when this people, if left to the power of the Gospel of Christ, which is now beginning to unfold its civilizing influence, will become honorable members of our Christian and civil communities” The synod noted with satisfaction that some 200 to 300 students were at work at Mayhew and the other mission schools scattered across Tombeckbee Presbytery. Minutes of the Synod of Missis�sippi and South Alabama (November 12, 1829).


� This congregation was in northern Lowndes County, at the present community of Caledonia. It had been re�ceived under the care of the South Alabama Presbytery on October 11, 1828. The Rev’d Thomas Arch�i�bald, a respected missionary pastor of the Presbytery, who was serving the con�gre�gation when he died, lies buried in the old Unity Church Cemetery on Wolfe Road within the city limits. The dates on his ledger stone are 13 Aug 1786 – 17 Oct 1846. Archibald was also stated supply of Bethel near Columbus from April 1837 to April 1838. See Baird, 9.


� This congregation was located in eastern Lowndes County and was often linked with Unity Church for the en�gage�ment of a stated supply. After the Civil War it became connected with the Cumberland Presby�ter�ians, and still exists within that communion to-day. A historic cemetery may be seen at the church site.


� The names of these three ministers are all associated with the early establishment of Presbyterianism in the south�western corner of Mississippi.


� The reference is to the final statement of the form for licensure in the church’s Discipline that declared the candidate “to be approved to preach the gospel of Christ as a probationer for the holy ministry, within the bounds of this Presbytery, or wherever else he shall be orderly called.”


� A member of the Missionary Association of the Chahta and Chickesaw Nation, David Wright gave part of his labors to the Columbus Church as stated supply (1830-1833), during which time the congregation had no house of worship—meeting in a school and in the local Masonic Lodge. Still, the membership in�creased from seven to thirty, and he was the first stated supply of Bethel Church, near Columbus from the time of its organization in June 1834, and served the church once a month for two years. He later served the Unity Church in Lowndes County. He expressed sympathies for the New School Presbyterians, although he never withdrew from the Presbytery. Wright died within the bounds of Tombeckbee in 1840. Baird, 9; see Grafton, 456.


� These trials were prescribed in the denominational Form of Government, as follows, “Because it is highly reproachful to religion, and dangerous to the church, to intrust [sic] the holy ministry to weak and ignorant men…the presbytery shall try each candidate, as to his knowledge of the Latin language; and the original languages in which the Holy Scriptures were written. They shall also examine him on the arts and sciences; on theology, natural and revealed; and on ecclesiastical history, the sacraments, and church government. And in order to make trial of his talents to explain and vindicate, and practically to enforce, the doctrines of the gospel, the presbytery shall require of him, 1. A Latin exegesis on some common head in divinity. 2. A critical exercise; in which the candidate shall give a specimen of his taste and judgment in sacred criticism; presenting an explication of the original text, stating its connexion, illustrating its force and beauties, re�moving its difficulties, and solving any important questions which may be present. A lecture, or exposition of several verses of Scripture; and, 4. A popular sermon. These, or other similar exercises, at the discretion of the presbytery, shall be exhibited until they shall have obtained satisfaction as to the candidate’s piety, literature, and aptness to teach in the churches.” (Form of Government, XIV:iv-v).


� The name of the book or document from which the chapter and verse citation is taken seems to have been inadvertently omitted by the clerk.


� According to the Church’s Form of Government, “At every meeting of presbytery, a sermon shall be delivered, if convenient; and every particular session shall be opened and closed with prayer” (Chapter X, section xi).


� By far the strongest church in the nascent presbytery, the Church at Columbus was organized on the first Sabbath in May 1829 by the Rev’d Messrs Cyrus Kingsbury, Thomas Archibald, Hillary Patrick, and David Wright—all missionaries sent out by the American Board to work among the Choctaw Indians. These men had settled in Mayhew in the heart of the Choctaw settlement, and there had organized a church. From this mission station, in 1829, eight persons were transferred by letter to form the infant congregation at Columbus. In organizing the church, the members subscribed a covenant—a practice well-known among the Congregationalists of New England. See Grafton, 455-56.


� The phrase “experimental religion” referred to one’s experience of God’s saving grace.


� In this era, ordination was carried out in the meeting of the presbytery, after which the newly ordained minister would be invited to a seat in presbytery. If installation as pastor of a particular church was to fol�low, that was carried out by a committee subsequent to the ordination in presbytery.


� That is, the Presbytery of Mississippi.


� Attendance upon the sessions of the General Assembly was considered highly important among Missis�sippi Presbyterians, and there were very few years when a minister (and usually also an elder) did not attend as commissioners from the Presbytery of Tombeckbee. 


� Both Mayhew and Goshen Churches had begun as missions under the superintendence of the American Board. Their reception into presbytery completed their organization as Presbyterian entities. Goshen was located in the “Southern or Six Towns District” of the Choctaw territory. Kidwell, 85.


� That is, licensed with the omission of certain parts of the preparatory course or parts of trial, a recourse that was intended to be allowed in only unusual circumstances or under pressing necessity—According to the Form of Government XIV:vi—“That the most effectual measures may be taken to guard against the ad�mission of insufficient men into the sacred office…it is recommended, that no candidate, except in extra�ordinary cases, be licensed, unless, after his having completed the usual course of academical studies, he shall have studied divinity at least two years, under some approved divine or professor of theology.”


� An evangelist, as opposed to one ordained as a pastor or teacher, was set apart to the work of organizing new churches or strengthening congregations places destitute of the stated ministrations of the word and sacrament. According to the Form of Government, XV:xv, “As it is sometimes desirable and important that a candidate who has not received a call to be the pastor of a particular congregation, should, nevertheless, be ordained to the work of the gospel ministry, as an evangelist to preach the gospel, administer sealing ordinances, and organize churches, in frontier or destitute settlements…the following [ordination question is posed]: Are you now willing to undertake the work of an evangelist; and do you promise to discharge the duties which may be incumbent on you in this character, as God shall give you strength?”


� Ebenezer Hotchkin, who was already a ruling elder, sought ordination as a missionary. Born at Richmond, Mass., March 19, 1803, he married his wife Philena Thatcher at the Choctaw Mission, November 2, 1830, and having studied theology privately, he was ordained as a missionary, serving among the Choctaws from 1828 until 1867. He died at Lenox, Mass., October 28, 1867. Ministerial Directory, 330.


� Examinations of ministers transferring from other presbyteries were much less formal in this era before the Old School-New School divide of 1837. The strict questioning that preceded candidacy, licensure, and ordination were doubtless judged sufficient. Harrison Allen was also well-known to the presbyters.


� The New Brunswick Presbytery in New Jersey, within whose bounds Princeton College and Seminary were located.


� Critical exercises, to demonstrate proficiency in exegesis using the Biblical languages, written sermons, subjected for critique, as well as popular lectures were all required of candidates for licensure or ordination, as well as a thesis in Latin, necessary because most standard theological works were published in Latin.


� Frontier candidates who studied privately for ordination were sometimes exempted from study of the orig�inal languages of the scriptures, owing to the lack of a competent tutor in the vicinity. Hebrew was dis�pensed with more often than Greek. In this case, these men, who were serving as missionaries to the Choc�taws, were expected to cultivate proficiency in that language. See Elwyn A. Smith, The Presbyterian Minis�try in American Culture (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1962).


� Presbyteries were expected to reimburse the expenses of commissioners attending the General Assembly, and the records of this and other presbyteries show that a great deal of effort was expended raising the annual sums required. Churches were assessed for this purpose in proportion to the size of their member�ship.


� According to the church’s Form of Government, “Every session shall keep a fair record of its proceed�ings; which record shall be, at least once in every year, submitted to the inspection of the presbytery” (Chapter IX, section viii). The elders functioned as a kind of senate in the congregations they served and were accorded great respect in the communities where they lived. When the pastor (or teaching elder) and the bench of ruling elders met “in session,” the resulting “court of the church” possessed all necessary legislative, executive, and judicial power to govern the household of God—to receive, dismiss, censure, depose, and excommunicate its own members (that is, the members of the session), as well as those in the congregation entrusted to their care. The careful keeping of records was a distinguishing feature of Presbyterianism on the frontier. Each session elected a clerk who kept a register of officers, members, and baptisms, as well as a minute book which revealed the activity of the church and contained a solemn commentary on the moral state of the community.


� As white settlers poured into the Indian lands, the Federal government took steps to remove the Native Americans west of the Mississippi. The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1830 ceded ten and a half mil�lion acres, all that remained of the Choctaw lands in Mississippi. The Choctaws had asked Kingsbury to serve as one of their negotiators, which he agreed to do, but the U. S. Commissioners wanted nothing to do with Kingsbury as he had been outspoken in condemning what he and the other missionaries believed was the unjust treatment of the Native Americans by the U. S. government. The missionaries were not allowed to attend the signing of the treaty. Bennett, 12.


� The use of text verses for sermons is amply illustrated in the records of Mississippi presbyteries.


� The regularization of the organization of certain congregations established by the missionaries of the American Board presented a problem for the members of Presbytery. However, in this period the strictest “Old School” principles were not rigidly enforced. After consultation with the Synod of Mississippi and Alabama, the Emmaus Church was received according to “the accommodation plan,” which was modeled upon the arrangements set forth in Plan of Union (1801) with the Congregational Churches of New Eng�land.


� The frequent exhortations to more careful observance of the Lord’s Day were sure to catch the eye of presbytery committees appointed to review the minutes of the General Assembly. Sabbath desecration was regarded by strict Presbyterians as among the chief sins that could be committed. Later, Sabbath violators were blamed for Confederate defeats during the Civil War.


� Mr Hillhouse, a “delegate,” but not a ruling elder, from the Emmaus Church was extended the courtesy of corresponding mem�bership—a consideration extended by the Tombeckbee Presbytery to representatives from Methodist, Baptist, Congregationalists, as well as other branches of the Presbyterian communion. Such persons sometimes served on the committees of Presbytery but did not enjoy the right to vote.


� When Presbytery’s business could not be completed on Saturday, the meeting was carried over until Mon�day, with no business transacted on Sunday except for the preaching of sermons or services of ordination.


� In the frontier setting that was Mississippi in the 1830s, it was often difficult for candidates to fulfill all the Church’s educational requirements for ordination, or at least to fulfill them in a regular way. According to the Form of Government XIV:iii, “It is recommended that the candidate [for the ministry] be…required to produce a diploma of bachelor or master of arts, from some college or university: or, at least, authentic testimonials of his having gone through a regular course of learning.” In the era before many Mississippi students could pur�sue a standard academic course in a recognized college it was neces�sary for the pres�bytery to assure itself of their sufficient preparation under the guidance of tutors and schoolmasters, and con�sequently to examine them on all aspects of their preparation and knowledge. Not only were questions posed on subjects such as astronomy, natural philosophy, and natural theology, but also geogra�phy, English literature, grammar, Latin, logic, natural science, algebra, and geometry. Since many Pres�by�terian ministers of the day also served as schoolmasters, publicly demonstrated proficiency in all these sub�jects formed an important corollary to the more pertinent exhibition of mastery of Greek, Hebrew, theol�ogy, scriptural exe�gesis, and sermonizing. Insistence upon these attainments served to distinguish Pres�by�terians from all other evangelical commun�ions with the possible exception of Episcopalians who were almost not to be found in the region during this period.


� The Rev’d Daniel L. Gray, later a member of the Tombeckbee Presbytery, gave an account of his mis�sionary travels in 1832 along the White River in Jackson County on behalf of the Presbyterian Church in Arkansas, in which his phrasing indicated knowledge of and reliance upon this text. “Here, too, I was exposed to all the difficulties and privations incident to a new country. Without houses, or food, or roads, or mills, exposed to freezing weather, I made my settlement among ‘Christianized paganism’—hunters, and stock growers and refugees from justice, many of whom had never heard the voice of a minister….I trav�eled extensively and was instant in season and out of season. No one who has not been a pioneer, who has not rode [sic] all day through cane, and mud, and water, and lain [sic] down on the ground, with his saddle for a pillow, and preached to a company of native population under some shady tree, with their guns in their hands and hats on their heads, can realize for a moment the labors to be done and the sufferings to be endured by the first ministers in a new country. Gray’s memoir, cited in Robert Milton Winter, Shadow of a Mighty Rock: A Social and Cultural History of Presbyterianism in Marshall County, Mississippi (Franklin, Tenn.: Providence House Publishers, 1997): 46, is preserved in George Howe, History of the Presbyterian Church in South Carolina, 2 vols. (Columbia: W. J. Duffie, 1883).


� Unlike the more recent practice of establishing the roll by the signature of enrollment cards, clerks in 19th cent�ury Presbyteries in Mississippi appear to have called the roll aloud, both at the beginning of meet�ings and at various other times in the meeting for the recording of votes or statement and to hear commis�sioners’ views upon various subjects.


� This was the customary designation among 19th century Presbyterians for a service for the public worship of God.


� As will be seen from these minutes, the presbytery’s examination of the session-books of the local churches was a matter of the keenest importance and their approval was not guaranteed. The action showed not only the charac�teristic Presbyterian concern for regularity and order in all church pro�ceedings, but it also served to show those who observed these meetings that Presbyterians were disting�uished from many of their frontier neigh�bors in the fact that they were a literate people, and in that they were prodigious record keepers. The pau�city of registers and roll books from other communions gives am�ple confirmation of this point. The Pres�by�tery’s records were, in turn, re�viewed by the Synod, and the Synod’s, by the General As�sem�bly.


� In 1831 the mission to the Choctaws included eight stations, four missionaries, nine male and eighteen female assistants. The Mayhew Church, ten years after its organization, had received on profession of faith 284 members. Of these, 256 were Native Americans, twenty were white and eight black. A school there had sixty-four students. Bennett, 13.


� At its sessions at Hopewell Church, Bowie Creek, in Covington County, the Synod had resolved to “con�sider the request of the Congregational Church at Emmaus a proper one, and advise the Presbytery to re�ceive that church according to a plan of union between Presbyterians and Congregationalists in the new settlements, adopted in the year 1801 by the General Assembly” (Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi and South Ala�bama (October 30, 1830).


� The ABCFM mission workers encouraged native persons to assume leadership in the effort to reach their people. Several Choctaw tribesmen were eventually ordained as Presbyterian ministers.


� At its recent meeting, a committee of the Synod that included the Rev’d Loring S. Williams noted with satisfaction the good work being done among the Choctaw Nation in Mississippi, but also heard with regret of efforts to undermine the missionaries’ influence—efforts that grew out of the plan to remove the Indians in keeping with the provisions of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek which the missionaries opposed.  The committee noted that “in some instances…a positive evil influence is exerted…particularly in the bounds of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee. The recent political commotion having had an unhappy influence upon the institutions, and operations of the Gospel in that region. Intemperance begins again to appear. Murder, in some of its most flagrant forms, has been committed, without being inquired into. Great attempts have recently been made to produce apostasy among the native converts. In some places, it appears that violent prejudices are excited against Presbyterians…” (Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi and South Ala�bama (October 30, 1830).


� A typical pattern for the scheduling of presbytery meetings was for the court to assemble on Thursday when it would be constituted, a quorum determined, the roll established and committees appointed. An opening sermon was usually preached by the moderator of the previous meeting. After the election of a moderator and recording clerk, the presbytery would adjourn until Friday when business began in earnest and continued through the following day. On certain occasions the meeting would last until the following Monday.


� Besides the fact that persons often had to travel many miles to attend religious services, Mississippi Pres�byterians of this era did, in fact, sponsor camp meetings. These exercises which had their roots in the sacra�mental meetings of the Scots’ Covenanters, had evolved during the revivals of the Second Great Awaken�ing in Kentucky. Calvinists largely abandoned them because of their excesses, but camp meetings were used by Presbyterian missionaries among the Indians and for the edification other settlers in rural parts of Mississippi. Campgrounds and their attendant meet�ings survived to the end of the 20th century at both the Bethsalem and Old Lebanon Presbyterian Churches near Weir and Ackerman, Miss.


� This minute belies the fact that the meeting of a presbytery was a public event that attracted a large com�pany of auditors.


� Mr Allen was the first minister whose death was recorded in the minutes of Presbytery.


� This is the first mention of the Sabbath school in the records of Presbytery. Probably because of their emphasis upon conversion to the detriment of education, southern Methodists and Baptists early resisted Sabbath schools, as did some Presbyterians who saw their activities as a violation of the Sabbath. (The ear�liest Presbyterian Sabbath schools did last for several hours and, of necessity, taught spelling, reading, and writing, as well as Bible stories and the catechism.) Still, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., in 1824, urged the establishment of Sabbath schools in all “new and destitute regions of the Church.” By the 1830s, all (including Roman Catholics) heartily endorsed Sabbath schools. The organi�zation of a Sabbath school, which could be accomplished by frontier laypeople even before a min�ister arrived on the scene, was the typical first step in the formation of Presbyterian churches in Mississippi throughout the 1830s, and for generations thereafter. See Posey, 116.


� Stuart’s presbytery membership had been transferred to the Presbytery of North Alabama which had been organized in 1828 and was located up along the Tennessee River. The church at Monroe was evidently received along with Stuart. Bennett, 10, 12.


� This presbytery occupied the western part of Tennessee.


� The Rev’d William C. Davis had been a member of the First Presbytery of South Carolina and was charged before the Synod of the Carolinas in a memorial complaining that the First Presbytery had failed to discipline him for preaching, among other erroneous doctrines, the notion “that faith precedes regenera�tion,” which, if true, would violate the tenets of Calvinism, allowing the sinner to believe of his own free will, without the aid of the Holy Spirit. Davis’s views were similar to those fermenting at the same period among those who would soon divide from the General Assembly to form the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. After a period of protracted ecclesiastical maneuvering including the Synod’s dissolution of the First Presbytery of South Carolina for failing to discipline Davis, and ordered that Davis be put on trial. He called meetings in each of his four congregations, and with their support announced his withdrawal from the government of the Presbyterian Church. Refusing to accept the legality of his renunciation, the Concord Presbytery (to which he had been assigned by the Synod for trial), suspended and then solemnly deposed Mr Davis from the ministry upon the ground of contumacy. Davis and five congregations united in 1813 to form the Independent Presbyterian Church. He and some members of his congregation moved west shortly thereafter, but the movement in South Carolina was continued by his son and others, and by 1832 the movement had grown to twelve churches, including one in Mississippi, with four ministers and 1,000 to 1,200 communicants. In the following year the General Assembly ruled that it would be improper for its members to hold communion with the independent Presbyterians, and in 1838 the Synod of South Carolina, with reference to Davis, declined to recognize the baptism administered “by a deposed minister or by any one whom such deposed minister may have ordained.” Feelings cooled in time, and during the Civil War the Independent Presbyterians were welcomed back into the larger Presbyterian body. See Thomas Cary Johnson, A History of the Presbyterian Church, South, American Church History Series (New York: Christ�ian Literature Co., 1894): 435-436; Presbyterians in the South, 1:358-61. An Inde�pendent Presbyter�ian Church called Salem was organ�ized within the bounds of Tom�beck�bee Presbytery, and in spite of efforts by its elders to charge cer�tain per�sons under the jurisdiction of Tom�beckbee Pres�by�tery with var�ious errors and offences, its min�ister, the Rev’d S. J. Feemster was welcomed to a seat in Pres�bytery as a corresponding member even as he at�tempted on several occasions to present memorials to Tom�beckbee Presbytery in a furtive effort to prose�cute a member of the pres�bytery’s Unity Church in rural Lowndes County. 


�Abstinence from liquor had been no requirement of Presbyterianism prior to the 19th century, though drunk�enness was always condemned. In 1792, Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton reported that the annual consumption of spirits was about 2 ½ gallons per person. In 1823, the Boston Recorder esti�ma�ted that each American drank an annual average of 7 ½ gallons. It was not Puritanism but the easy avail�ability and abundance of fortified liquors, which had a much higher alcohol content than the spirits of earlier days, posed a new problem for Presbyterians, after 1810, a fact that caused many church leaders to ad�vo�cate total abstinence from intoxicants. Temperance organizations were founded outside the church, but churches supported their efforts. The missionaries to the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations within Mis�sis�sippi saw the use of liquor as a particular concern, and organized a Bible as well as a Temperance Society, at each of their missions. Othniel A. Pemberton Jr., “Temperance and the Evangelical Churches,” Jour�nal of the Presbyterian Hist�orical Society 25 (March 1947): 14-45; Posey, Frontier Mission, 311-16; Posey, The Presbyterian Church in the Old Southwest, 1771-1838 (Richmond: John Knox, 1952):41. See Ernest Trice Thompson, Presbyterians in the South, 1607-1972, 3 vols. (Richmond: John Knox, 1963, 1973): 1:308.


� Despite the temporary excitement that some followers of the excommunicated the Rev’d Mr Davis had lodged themselves in the vicinity, the presbytery characteristically resolved not to air its concerns in the pages of the secular press. Phrasing from an act of presbytery April 4, 1846, perhaps indicates the feeling that prevailed in this era. With regard to allegations published by certain parties in another presbytery against one of its own minister members, Tombeckbee Presbytery declared that “It was highly improper to make the attack under the circumstances, but still worse to publish it to the world without the least con�sideration of its effects, regardless of the wound which they were inflicting upon a brother unconscious of the coming blow and un�prepared to resist its effects, and to publish it too through the columns of secular pres��ses, a channel unfitting for religious controversy of any kind.”  


� The growing availability of moderately priced Bibles encouraged church groups to join in the distribution of the scriptures. The work of the Presbyterians was doubtless undertaken in cooperation with and imitation of the highly respected American Bible Society, headquartered in New York City.


� James Holmes, a member of the Monroe mission, was born at Carlisle, Pa., August 21, 1801, and was deeply affected by revivals of religion at Princeton College in 1820. He entered Princeton Seminary in 1824, where he abandoned his studies soon after due to ill health. Indian missions were recommended as a less strenuous occupation, and though the reports of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions are replete with references to his “feeble state of health,” he performed strenuous work on the frontier. The records of Monroe Mission show that Holmes joined the mission November 9, 1824 and worked among the Chickasaws of North Mississippi for nine years. To assist with the mission’s spiritual affairs he was ordained a ruling elder in 1825. Holmes, whose later ministry was spent in West Tennessee, was licensed to the ministry by the Presbytery of North Alabama in 1829. Nancy Pattison Fyfe Cardozier, A Goodly Heritage: The Story of James Holmes (Covington, Tenn.: privately pub., 1992).


� The Form of Government, Chapter XVIII read as follows, “When vacancies become so numerous in any presbytery that they cannot be supplied with the frequent administration of the word and ordinances, it shall be proper for such presbytery, or any vacant congregation within their bounds, with the leave of the Presby�tery, to apply to any other presbytery, or to any synod, or to the General Assembly, for such assistance as they can afford. And, when any presbytery shall send any of their ministers or probationers to distant va�can�cies, the missionary shall be ready to produce his credentials to the presbytery or presbyteries, through the bounds of which he may pass, or at least to a committee thereof, and obtain their approbation. And the General Assembly, may of their own knowledge, send missionaries to any part to plant churches, or to sup�ply vacancies: and, for this purpose, may direct any presbytery to ordain evangelists, or ministers, without relation to particular churches: provided always, that such missions be made with the consent of the parties appointed; and that the judicatory sending them, make the necessary provision for their support and reward in the performance of this service.”


� Missionary sermons were a standard feature of the life of presbyteries in the early history of Mississippi, and as the foreign mission enterprise was as yet in its infancy, excepting for the work which was being carried on among the Native American tribes, the interest of congregations was focused upon what would soon be called Domestic Missions.


� The Presbyterian mission school for the Chickasaw children at Martyn in Western Marshall County was an outpost of work begun by the Rev’d Thomas C. Stuart at Monroe, forty miles southeast. It stood five miles west of Holly Springs (which grew up several years after its closing), just southwest of the point where the present Marianna Road crosses Pigeon Roost Creek. The Rev’d William Blair was the first mis�sionary to work at Martyn, coming there with his wife, the former Susan Mueller in 1825. The work at Cornelia Pelham, who visited Martyn in 1830, described the work there in a detailed letter published by the Missionary Herald in 1830. See also Letters on the Chickasaw and Osage Missions, 23-26. William and Susan Blair had been released from the work at Martyn in 1831, after which James and Sarah Anna Holmes assumed responsibility for it. Twelve church members resided there in 1831, but many more attended the school and the attendant preaching services. Final removal treaties with the Chickasaws were negotiated in 1832 and 1834, and the work at Martyn was discontinued on January 29, 1833. William Warren Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier, 1783-1840: A Collection of Source Materials; vol. 2, The Presbyterians (New York: Cooper Square Publishers, 1964): 635-48; see Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 27-37.


� In the 19th century presbyteries assumed responsibility to provide vacant churches with a supply of preach�ing, assign�ing ministers to conduct services “in destitute places,” as well as the pulpit of the minister elected to attend the General Assembly. The making and reporting of these assignments forms a major part of the record of each presbytery meeting. For their part, the ministers of this era appear to have been dili�gent to fulfill these assignments. 


� From an early day, funds were supplied by the national church for mission work in Mississippi. In this case Mr Archibald was primarily to serve among the Native Americans, but the Presbytery would also apply for as well as supply its own funding for missionaries to work among the white settlers. Note that the presbytery reserved to itself the right to direct his activities.


� In keeping with the custom of the day the mid-day meal is called “dinner” and the evening meal, “sup�per.”


� As a rule the churches did not request the aid of the civil powers in enforcing their moral concerns, but the Synod of Memphis passed a resolution in 1853, calling for complete prohibition of all trade in intoxicating drinks. Minutes of the Synod of Memphis [Old School] (1853): 160.


� Cumberland Presbyterians were active within the territory embraced by Tombeckbee Presbytery, and min�isters of that communion seem to have visited the presbytery frequently. Enjoying modest numerical growth, they organized their first presbytery in the state in 1832, and despite differences in the educational requirements for ministerial ordination and beliefs concerning the doctrine of divine election, cordial rela�tions seem to have prevailed. On several occasions when local congregations aligned with the General As�sembly had not yet erected a house of worship, a Cumberland church building was graciously offered as the place of meeting for the Tombeckbee Presbytery. On one occasion, a minister of the Cumberland de�nom��i�nation was received into the presbytery, and in this case, because he was very well-educated, the transfer proved highly satisfactory.


� The elaborate examination of candidates conducted by presbyteries was greatly increased when two or more candidates were subjected to trial concurrently. Large public attendance upon such occasions was ex�pected, and in an era when public recitations by students and graduating classes were the norm, the spec�tacle—not generally part of the trials for licensure or ordination in other denominations—must have created a cer�tain impression of the Presbyterian Church in the public mind.


� This was the standard form for licensure as prescribed by the Form of Government XIV:viii. These words were writ�ten out by the clerk and given to the candidate as documentation of his standing as a probationer for the church’s holy ministry.


� Methodist evangelist Lorenzo Dow came in 1803 and held the first camp meeting in the Mississippi Terri�tory in December 1804. Whereas camp meetings had originated among evangelistically inclined Presbyter�ians in Kentucky and North Carolina, their excesses had caused Presbyterians to discontinue their use. Meth�odists approved of their results and became their chief promoters in Mississippi, using them to reach not only whites, but Indians and Negroes. Allen Cabaniss writes that the story of the Presbyterian relation with camp meetings evokes “a mingled reaction of dismay at the excesses which the early revivals pro�duced, amusement at the high hopes entertained for the results of the manifestations, and suspicion that the phenomenon [was] probably more meaningful than appearances might warrant.” Allen Cabaniss, “Re�view of The Presbyterian Church in the Old Southwest, 1778–1838, by Walter Brownlow Posey (Rich�mond: John Knox, 1952),” Journal of Mississippi History 14 (July 1952): 208.


� On a remarkable number of occasions the moderator of the last meeting was not present to deliver the sermon traditionally preached by the retiring moderator. No action, however, was taken by the Presbytery to question or censure these failures to appear.


� The slow progress of this enterprise demonstrates the difficulty under which pioneer-era ministers oper�a�ted. Faced with various difficulties, chief among them being the lack of funds and difficulties of transport, the ministers were also faced with the necessity to tend first the needs of their own congregations and the duties of the family circle. Then as now the Church’s aspirations regularly outpaced its achievements.


� It will be recalled that Emmaus Church had been received into the Presbytery, after consultation with the Synod, according to the “accommodation plan,” hav�ing been formed cooperatively with Congregational missionaries affiliated with the ABCFM.


� Whereas the U. S. government minted copper half-penny coins in this era, one wonders how the amount of ¼ cent was arrived at—there being no coinage to accommodate that fraction.


� It should be recalled that in this era all ministers within the synod were entitled to attend its meetings, along with an elder from each particular church, as voting commissioners.


� The Confession of Faith was not initially published with proof texts and various arrangements of scripture texts were sanctioned by the General Assembly published with it through the years. The task of memor�iz�ing these passages would have been formidable and subsequent reports indicate that the injunction of pres�bytery was only partially complied with.


� The case of the Rev’d Thomas Davis would prove to be one of the most controversial in the history of Pres�byterianism in Mississippi.


� By 1833 there was very little work to be done through the mission churches in the old Choctaw country. The last party left for Oklahoma in the early fall of 1833. Only two stations were left occupied by mission�ary families—Kingsbury at Mayhew and Byington at Yoknokchaya. Byington continued his work on the Choctaw dictionary and grammar. All the mission schools were closed. At the request of the ABCFM Kings�bury spent five months beginning in October 1833 visiting the mis�sions west of the Arkansas Territory. Bennett, 15.


� The medicinal use of alcohol was justified by citation of I Timothy 5:23 (KJV), “Drink no longer water but use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake, and thine often infirmities.”


� The American Bible Society was one of the most influential evangelical organizations in 19th century American Protestantism. Presbyterians extended a friendly hand to this organization. See John W. Kuy�ken�dall, Southern Enterprise: The Work of National Evangelistic Societies in the Antebellum South (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1982).


� James Neely Carothers was born in Union County, S. C., November 3, 1805, and after education at Wash�ington College in Tennessee, he studied theology privately and was licensed and ordained by the Presby�tery of South Alabama. He served pastorates at Centerville, Eutaw, and Clinton, Alabama, after which he was received into Tombeckbee Presbytery He was stated supply at Houston, Miss. (1847-1891), also serv�ing at nearby Friendship Church (1852-1891). He died May 25, 1891. In 1859 he was elected the presby�tery’s Stated Clerk. Ministerial Directory, 115.


� The presbytery appears to have backed away from its earlier action that appeared to have added an additi�onal term of communion—namely abstinence from the use, manufacture, and sale of ardent spirits, endors�ing the Synod’s adoption of such resolutions but allowing individual congregations a certain leeway in the enforcement of these resolves. 


� Acceptance of the ministrations of those offering themselves for the ministry was not guaranteed. Using powers granted in the Form of Government, presbyteries occasionally counseled candidates for the ministry to pursue other paths in service to God. Faithfulness to the assignments of presbytery, especially with re�gard to aca�demic preparation for the ministry was crucial to proving one’s usefulness in the ministerial office.


� Attendance at presbytery could be demanding, not only in term of the time expended, but also in the fi�nan�cial contribution. At almost every meeting of the presbytery some offering would be received from the commissioners for the furtherance of this or that benevolent cause. Amounts contrib�uted seem to have been generous when the value of money in that day is considered. Occasionally, how�ever, such collections and the sermons promoting them might be postponed.


� The Indians had been unanimous in asking the missionaries to go with them to Oklahoma. The Rev’ds Alfred Wright and Loring Williams were among the first to go. Bennett, 14.


� Mr. Lanier was employed by the Presbyterial Committee of Missions and carried on this work among the churches of Tombeckbee for two or three years. He served as the second stated supply of Bethel Church near Columbus, one Sabbath a month from April 1836 to April 1837. In the Assembly’s Minutes for 1841, he is reported as having died during the year. Baird, 9.


� The presbytery here seems to have revoked its earlier action allowing individual congregations a certain leeway in the enforcement of certain resolves adopted by the Synod. By mandating such resolutions, the presbytery appears to have acted in concert with the Synod of South Alabama, adding to the terms of membership set forth in the Presbyterian Church’s Form of Government—an action which Southern sup�porters of slavery sometimes said abolitionists had done when declaring that opposition to slavery ought to be made a term of communion in the Presbyterian Church. See Ian R. Tyr�rell, “Drink and Temperance in the Antebellum South: An Overview and Interpretation,” Journal of South�ern History 48 (November 1982): 485–510; see Thompson, 1:310.


� Organization of a church was an act of presbytery, and presbytery had power, at its discretion, to depute this power to its evangelists.


� The presbytery hereby established a term of membership above and beyond those set forth in the church’s Form of Government. The action, adopted without objection, displayed a certain tendency toward the “New School” party in the denomination’s then-current polity debates.


� Stuart succeeded the Rev’d Cyrus Byington who had served since the organization of the presbytery. A modest compensation was extended to the clerk, who incurred certain expenses, chiefly postal, in connec�tion with his duties.


� This wording echoes the language of a legislative petition by trustees of the institution which came to be known as Union Theological Seminary, at Hampden-Sydney Virginia, July 15, 1815, to charter an institu�tion “for the education of poor and pious young men for the ministry of the gospel.”


� The term Ruling Elder was used in


� By the end of 1832 the people in the Eliot and Goshen areas had been moved. Elijah Bardwell, who had been an elder in the Goshen Church moved to Mayhew. Bennett, 14.


� By the account of the church’s historian, “In the spring of 1834, the Presbyterians who resided in this neighbourhood were made glad by a visit from the Rev. David Wright, who preached the first sermon ever preached by a Presbyterian Minister within the bounds of this congregation. This service was held in the open air, under a large oak tree on the premises of Capt. Wm. Ervin, near where Mr. J. C. Cox now resides, being about nine miles south from Columbus.  The text was: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” Ps. Ix:17. Temporary arrangements had been made for this interesting occas�ion, and there was a good congregation present; considered large, for the times. The discourse was highly appreciated. The assembling of the people for public worship revived the memories of the privileges and associations of their former homes, suggested the idea of establishing Church ordinances, and securing the benign influences of religion to bless them in the place of their abode. The Presbyterians were few in num�ber, widely separated, and of course their residence here had generally been short. All those who subse�quently united in the organization had located here since the previous first of January, possibly with one or two exceptions. Of course they were, for the most part, strangers to one another. On this occasion, however, they were brought together as brethren, and they determined to satisfy the longings of their hearts, by se�curing the organization of a Church and the establishment of regular worship. By united neighbourhood exertion, a building called the ‘Shelter’ was erected near the spot where the first sermon had been preached, and was soon made ready for occupancy. It was simply a roof of boards, supported by posts firmly set in the ground. The seats were of split logs placed upon blocks. The pulpit was an elevated platform enclosed on three sides by boards. This building well served its purpose as a ‘Shelter,’ except in inclement weather, when the services were held at the residence of Capt. Wm. Ervin, near by. The Presbyterian immigration to this region had chiefly been from South Carolina. In March, 1834, Mr. Thomas R. Witherspoon, a recent emigrant from that State, attended the meeting of the Presbytery at Columbus, and on his own behalf and that of his Presbyterian neighbours, requested that the steps should be taken for their organization into a Church. The result was that the Ministers already named, in the following June, attended at the designated place, ‘the Shelter,’ and with appropriate services, constituted [the prospective members] into a Church to be known as Bethel Presbyterian Church….Beginning with seven white and nine colored members this Church entered upon its career of usefulness….About 1840-41, the ‘Shelter’ was abandoned, and a new log Church was built about three miles west of it, on the land of the late Major Robert Hairston, where the ser�vices were afterward held for about four years. In 1844-5, a new framed Church was erected at the pres�ent location…” Baird, 6-7.


� Born in 1800, Drennan Love served as an elder in Bethel Church for nearly thirty-nine years and fre�quently represented his congregation in presbytery and was the presbytery’s elder-commissioner to the Gen��eral Assembly of 1853, held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Love died in 1873. E. T. Baird, 18-19.


� By comparison, in 1840, the Rev’d Daniel was engaged to serve the Church at Holly Springs for a salary of $1,000 per annum. Similarly, when the Rev’d Daniel L. Russel was called to the Church at Oxford, he was promised $1,000, plus “a comfortable home.” See “Presbyterians Build Early Churches,” Oxford Eagle, 90th Anniversary Edition (August 22, 1957): 5.


� This resolution brings up for the first time in the minutes of the presbytery a subject that has divided Pres�by�terians throughout the communion’s history. Doubtless the partisan issues revolved around the campaign to re-elect a fellow-Presbyterian, Andrew Jackson, to the presidency, but the scruple against “politics” be�came heightened as efforts were made in some quarters to quell preaching against the ownership of slaves, and after that, secession of the Southern states from the Union. Statewide, Presbyterians exercised influence far out of proportion to their numbers. Although the church never sought to be popular or to enroll the mas�ses, Presbyterian ministers were influential in politics. This fact is interesting since most Presbyterian min�isters eschewed political pronouncements from the pulpit. But ministers were powerful molders of opin�ion, and Presbyterians, being the best educated, often teaching in schools and colleges as well as preaching, had influence throughout the state. Many, if not most, had been reared outside the South and did not share the secession fever. As such, the Presbyterian clergy in Mississippi were a moderating influence, and a few were outright unionists. See James J. Pillar, “Religious and Cultural Life, 1817–1860,” in Rich�ard Aubrey McLemore, ed., A History of Mississippi, 2 vols. (Jackson: University and College Press of Mis�sis�sippi, 1973): 1: 378–79.


� Having wavered on the enforcement of the Synod’s resolutions, the Presbytery returned to the “local op�tion” proviso it had earlier embraced. The General Assembly’s position, expressed in 1827, was to coun�sel co�operation “with their Christian brethren…to accomplish a universal change in the habits and customs of our country, relative to the intemperate use of intoxicating liquors.” Moral suasion not punitive legisla�tion was to be the order of the day. Minutes of the General Assembly (1827): 214.


� In 1831, the Presbytery of Clinton, named for the town of Clinton, Miss., was the first presbytery to be set off from the original Presbytery of Mississippi. Its territory was in Central Mississippi. In 1837-1838 it was divided through the controversy between the Old and New School parties of the Presbyterian Church. A large number of its members took sides with the New School, and for a long time there were two Clinton Presbyteries. See Grafton, 111, 160.


� James Biggers Stafford was born in the York District of South Carolina, licensed by Harmony Presbytery there (1821) and served the Purity Presbyterian Church there (1821-1823), after which he was ordained by Harmony Presbytery (1824). After ordination he was pastor of Concord and Purity Churches in South Car�o�lina (1824-1834), moving to Tombeckbee Presbytery in 1834, where he served the New Hope Church. He was dismissed to Chickasaw Presbytery in 1843, and was stated supply of Bethany Church (1844-1846, 1848-1853) as well as New Hope Church (1847-1853). He lived in retirement near New Hope Church, where he died, May 8, 1862. Ministerial Directory, 679-80.


� At the 1834 meeting of the Synod in Port Gibson, Mississippi, the Rev’ds Alfred Wright and Loring Wil�liams, with others, presented a petition praying “for a new Presbytery to be set off, embracing the Arkansas territory, and the Choctaw country lying west of it,” which prayer was granted and the new body named the Presbytery of Arkansas. Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi and South Alabama (October 31, 1834).


� Since whites had found the soil of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana especially fine for cot�ton, they made demands for greater and greater portions of the lands owned by the Indians in these areas. The federal government was sympathetic to the settlers’ desires, and although the missionaries op�posed to the removals, they had come, seemingly, as agents of the government, and so, were covered with odium in the eyes of many Native Americans. It is ironic that the downfall of the missions operated by the de�vout Presbyterian ministers Kingsbury, Byington, Stuart, Blair, Holmes, and Wilson, in North Mis�sis�sippi, was brought about by a fellow Presbyterian—Andrew Jackson. It was Jackson who began a drive to remove the Choctaws and Chickasaws west of the Mississippi, for although the Congress had passed a gen��eral Indian removal bill in 1830, it provided no means for the removal of the Native Americans. It was Jackson who brought compulsion to the enterprise. He always sided with those who thought the best way to handle the Indians was to move them from any land that whites wanted. He refused to recognize the Native Amer�ican tribes as independent nations, and used his presidential powers to enforce his views. The first meeting of the Synod of Mississippi and South Alabama, held at Mayhew, November 11–13, 1829, had protested any attempt to remove the Indians. The ABCFM protested the removal so strenuously that they were refused per�mission to attend the signing of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, September 27, 1830, which provided for the sale of Choctaw lands and the removal of the tribe to Okla�homa. In 1830, Mis�sis�sippi abolished the Chickasaw tribal government and laws, making Chickasaw leaders subject to impris�on�ment and fines if they attempted to govern their people. The Chickasaws quickly saw that they either had to accept the territory offered in the West or stand helplessly as squatters moved onto their lands. They appealed to Jackson to stop Mississippi from enforcing these laws (which violated the Chickasaw treaties with the U.S. government), but the President refused to help. The state nullified tribal laws which for�bade the sale of alcohol. Much intemperance among the Indians resulted, which led to religious dis�interest. Final trea�ties with the Chickasaws were negotiated in 1832 and 1834 by Gen. John Coffee, and westward mi�gra�tion began in 1831. It is estimated that 15,000 Choctaws were removed in 1831 and 1832. See Grant Foreman, Indian Removal: The Emigration of the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians (Norman: Univ. of Okla�homa Press, 1972); Arthur H. DeRosier Jr, The Removal of the Choctaw Indians (New York: Harper & Row, 1972).


� At the 1834 session of the Synod in Port Gibson, the Synod had petitioned the General Assembly “to organize a new Synod, consisting of the Presbyteries of South Alabama, Tuscaloosa and Tombeckbee,” to be called the Synod of Alabama. Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi and South Alabama (November 1, 1834). This was granted, and Tombeckbee was until 1842 part of this governing body.


� Physicians were accorded great honor in this period, and the roll of elders in the presbytery seems to have included a great number of them. Most were not graduates of medical colleges, and almost all seemed to have combined their medical practice with planting.


� Commissioners were expected to render excuses for absence from prior meetings, and while generally accepted, excuses were not always deemed sufficient. However, it was only the rarest of cases when the excuse of a ruling elder was rejected.


� In 1844, this church was renamed Pontotoc.


� The Presbytery of Arkansas, set off from the Presbytery of Mississippi in 1834, had oversight of the territory to its west to which the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations had been relocated. Byington had moved to Oklahoma in 1834. Kingsbury followed in 1836 and ministered to the Choctaws in Oklahoma until 1859 when the American Board discontinued its mission there. Kingsbury continued in ministry in Oklahoma until his death June 27, 1870. Bennett, 15.


� Thomas Witherspoon was one of the first elders elected in Bethel Church near Columbus. A native of Williamsburg, South Carolina, he was descended from the prominent Witherspoon family there—descend�ants of John Knox and near relatives of the Rev’d John Witherspoon of Princeton, a signer of the Declara�tion of Independence. Thomas Witherspoon moved from South Carolina to Green County, Alabama in 1832, and two years later to Lowndes County, Miss. He located ten miles south of Columbus and promptly joined with others to establish Bethel Church. He died in 1837 at the age of forty-five. E. T. Baird, 15-16.


� Duncan Alexander Campbell was born in Moore County, N.C., July 4, 1805, and studied at Princeton Seminary (1830-1832). He was ordained in Fayetteville Presbytery, serving a pastorate at Black River, N.C., before coming to Tombeckbee Presbytery, where he was stated supply at Columbus, also serving Starkville (1835-1836). He later served the Wahalak, Cooksville, and Smyrna Churches in Tombeckbee Presbytery (1837-1848), then Mt. Ephraim, Smyrna and Marion Churches (1848-1850), Brandon, Miss. (1850-1869), and other churches in that vicinity, as well as churches in Louisiana after 1872. He died there, October 16, 1892. Ministerial Directory, 109-10.


� The Rules of Discipline (III.v), state that: “In order to render an offence proper for the cognizance of a judicatory…the rumour must specify some particular sin or sins; it must be general, or widely spread; it must not be transient, but permanent, and rather gaining strength than declining: and when it must be ac�companied with strong presumption of truth. Taking up charges on this ground, of course, requires great caution, and the exercise of much Christian prudence.”


� Only occasionally did the Presbytery become involved in disciplinary matters concerning the conduct of church members and officers. As in this instance, it happened when a local session was either unable or unwilling to prosecute the matter. In this instance, as in many, the situation was never fully adjudicated.


� The Synod of Alabama and Mississippi had acted to remove the congregations near Columbus that were in Alabama from Tombeckbee Presbytery and attach them to the Presbytery of Tuscaloosa. This was no doubt in preparation to the setting of the Mississippi Presbyteries into a separate Synod of Mississippi, which occurred in 1835.


� The establishment of the pastoral relation was a tenured arrangement which could be established or dis�solved only by act of presbytery. Not only did it assure ministers of continued employment and particular churches of the regular ministrations of the word and sacrament, but it also obligated churches to furnish regular and agreed upon financial compensation to their ministers. By the same token, presbyteries often took a dim view of severing such relations, even should a minister desire it to enter upon a field of wider service and presumably more comfortable financial provisions. As a result, many congregations and min�is�ters preferred to enter into a “stated supply” arrangement which entailed a renewable six-month contract. Thereby both parties were free to terminate their relation as each saw fit. Many 19th century ministers spent their entire careers as stated supplies and even larger congregations often went without an installed pastor. With varying success the Tombeckbee Presbytery would enjoin the election and settlement of pastors many times through the years.


� As a rule the Mississippi presbyteries were highly cautious in approving any changes to the Form of Government.


� As inveterate record keepers Presbyterians undertook a much more accurate accounting of their congre�gations’ membership and financial standing than did neighbor communions, and took pains to gather this information in a timely way. Collection of this information was the responsibility of the presbytery’s stated clerk. The reports were printed annually with the Minutes of the General As�sem�bly. 


� Thomas Morrow was born at Greenville, Ala., July 31, 1808, and was graduated from Centre College in Kentucky (1828). And after serving for several years as a teacher and a printer, entered Princeton Semi�nary, then transferring to Union Seminary in Virginia, after which he was licensed in 1833, and served as a missionary to the Creek Nation in Alabama (1833-1837), for which work he was awarded an honorary doc�torate by his alma mater, Centre College. He was ordained an evangelist by Tombeckbee Presbytery, April 2, 1837, performing mission work and teaching in Pickens County, Ala. (1837-1856) and later in Morgan County, Ala. (1856-1869), where he was superintendent of the public school. He served Bethel Church near Columbus in May 1838 and supplied the church’s pulpit until May of 1839. Subsequently he became seriously involved in difficulties which sprung up in Oak Grove Church, Pickens County, Alabama, under the care of the Tuscaloosa Presbytery. Refusing to submit to the authority of Presbytery, he renounced its jurisdiction in 1853 and united with the New School Church. In 1864, he was received again through the union of the Old and New Schools, South. Infirm for many years, he died March 12, 1885. Ministerial Dir�ectory, 520, Baird, 9.


� This congregation, after 1838 known as Cooksville, was located in Noxubee County.


� Ebenezer Hotchkin had devoted his life to work among the Native Americans and moved west with them when the tribesmen were removed from Mississippi. His son also became a Presbyterian Minister, and was super�intendent of Indian work for the Durant Presbytery in Oklahoma. Ministerial Directory, 330.


� This situation, having occasioned the attention of the presbytery at an earlier time, illustrates that Missis�sippi presbyteries understood and did not hesitate to use the powers granted to them by the Church’s Form of Government.


� Presbyteries of this era were not hesitant to “order,” “direct,” “censure,” and “tax” their members and con�stituent congregations! Failure to submit the required statistical report was viewed as a significant dere�lic�tion of duty.


� Whereas excuses for absence offered by ministerial members of presbytery were occasionally deemed in�sufficient, it was rare for ruling elders to be held to the same standard. Mississippi presbyteries struggled with the best means of securing attendance by commissioners for the full three days (usually Thursday-Saturday) docketed for meetings. What with primitive travel conditions, lack of suitable lodging or hotels, not to mention the draughty (and in this period unheated) church buildings, it is easy to understand why some might choose to arrive late and leave early!


� This picturesque designation for the onset of the evening hours occurs frequently in church records of the period.


� This clerical “slip of the pen” no doubt occurred because the church’s Form of Government and Direc�tories for Worship and Discipline were usually bound with the Confession of Faith, which with the cate�chisms, formed the first part of the combined volume.


� A congregation at Aberdeen was organized July 22, 1839.


� As this minute shows, the church’s role in providing educational instruction extended to its own members and elders, for written records submitted by session clerks were reviewed not only for content but also correctness of form.


� This is the first mention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the records of Tombeckbee Presbytery. Episcopalians were much fewer in number—the Diocese of Mississippi reported 184 communicants in 1840—but the members were usually prosperous. Columbus, being a town of cotton planters, was a hospi�table location for an Episcopal Church. The parish was St Paul’s, established in 1840. 


� In 1836, during the time when the Rev’d Henry Reid was serving the Columbus Church, membership in the congregation reached 50, and the first steps were taken by a few ladies toward building a house of wor�ship, which resulted in the beginning of construction the following year. The effort involved the congrega�tion in debt, and when the economic panic of 1837 occurred, the church endured significant financial em�barrassment. The walls were finished and covered in, but the congregation owed several thousand dollars. Grafton, 457.


� Governing bodies of the Presbyterian Church did not transact business on the Sabbath during this period, the only exception to the rule being services for the ordination or installation of ministers which were, of course, conducted in conjunction with services of worship—activities deemed appropriate for the Lord’s Day. Otherwise, if a presbyteries business could not be completed on Saturday, the body and its members laid over until Monday morning to complete the appointed docket of business.


� According to the sessional records of New Hope Church, this congregation was located in Pontotoc County.


� A list of churches appended to the 1868 minutes of Synod lists DeKalb as the post office serving the Church of Smyrna.


� Sessions of this era were often referred to as “the bench of elders,” in reference to their judicial function in both Biblical precedent and Presbyterian polity. Not a few were attorneys and judges in the secular courts. The First Presbyterian Church at Natchez, Miss., still refers to its session by this terminology.


� The presbytery had already taken note of the reluctance of both ministers and congregations to enter into the pastoral relation—an arrangement that was then as binding on the pastor as on the people as far as the difficulty of obtaining a dissolution when the pastor wished to move to a larger congregation. The then-current economic depression had only exacerbated the situation.


� Ministers were referred to as both “the Rev’d” and as “Bro.” In 19th century Presbyterian parlance ruling and teaching elders were indeed brethren, particularly in the work of the church courts, but members were not expected to address the minister as “Brother,” as in other traditions where the minister was not regarded as one set apart unto a special work and office and who was not distinguished by educational attainments which fitted him especially for the work he was ordained to perform.


� Greater attention to the examination of ministers presenting certificates of dismission from their former pres�byteries of membership begins at this time, doubtless the result of tensions resulting from the Old School-New School controversies which were dividing the General Assembly.


� Here follows one of the most interesting lists of ministers received in the life of Mississippi Presby�ter�ianism. Almost all would play important roles in the subsequent history of the Church. Their arrival in the area as well as the remarkable number of new churches organized was a consequence of the cession of the Indian lands and opening of the area to white settlement.


� Daniel L. Russel was born in 1800 at Concord, New Hampshire. He was educated at Union Theological Seminary in Virginia and some years after his service in Mississippi, united with the Baptist Church. See Biographical Catalogue of Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, 1807-1924.


� One of Mississippi Presbyterianism’s vigorous church planters, Daniel Lewis Gray was born April 24, 1803 in the Abbeville District of South Carolina. He received his preparatory training at Union Academy, where his teacher was Moses Waddel, father of John N. Waddel, later an important minister of the Presby�tery. He was licensed and ordained by the Presbytery of South Carolina in 1828, and served churches in that state. His younger brother John Hannah Gray also became a minister and pursued a missionary career in Alabama and Mississippi, later serving as founding pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis and as president of the Presbyterian Synodical College at LaGrange, Tenn. In 1831 Daniel Gray determined to become a missionary and moved o the Presbytery of Western District in Tennessee, “preach�ing as God gave me opportunity.” In the fall of 1832, with a small colony, Gray moved on to the White River, Jackson County, Ark., where he labored for three years, coming then with his family to Hudsonville, Miss., where with several slaves he cleared land and engaged in farming. Gray organized churches, first at Holly Springs in December 1836, and on February 4, 1837, near his home at Hudsonville. Gray served this congregation along with a church at Salem (between Hudsonville and Ashland in what is now Benton County), until 1845. With Samuel Hurd and others he organized the Presbyterian Church at Oxford, in a car�penter’s shop, July 15, 1837. He also organized churches at Waterford (1839) and Hernando (1840). Gray served the church at Henderson, Ky., in the early 1850s, after which he was minister at Raleigh, Tenn. (1852-1855), moving to Wattensaw, Ark., in 1856, where he died in 1862 or 1863. He represented the Presbytery of Arkansas at the 1857 General Assembly. Minutes of Tombeckbee Presbytery (March 23, 1838); “Presbyterians Build Early Churches,” Oxford Eagle, 90th Anniversary Edition (August 22, 1957): 5; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 45-47.


� Richard S. Gladney was born in the Fairfield District, S. C., November 10, 1806, and was educated at the College of South Carolina. After studying theology privately, he was engaged as a teacher in the bounds of Harmony Presbytery (S. C.). After reception into Tombeckbee Presbytery he served at Bethel Church near Columbus (1839-1840) and Sardis, Miss. (1841-1842). He was without charge at Carrollton, Ala. (1843), returning to Tombeckbee Presbytery to serve at Aberdeen, Miss. (1844-1845), Caledonia and Unity Churches (1849), Talla�benela (1850-1851), also engag�ing in teaching through this period. He was president of the Female College at Aberdeen (1852-1854), also serving the Unity, Tallabenela, and Aberdeen Churches. He was stated sup�ply at Hamilton (1859-1867), and died at Artesia, Miss., October 8, 1869. One who memorialized him wrote that “His methods of dealing with error were often original and striking, exhibiting a profound acquaintance with theology, and a deep conviction of the truth of the doctrines which he had embraced.” Baird, 9-10; Ministerial Directory, 253.


� Born at Hanover, N. H. and educated at Dartmouth College and Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, Samuel Hurd was one of several New Englanders who answered a missionary call to Mississippi. His min�isterial career led him on an increasingly southern and westerly path as he was licensed by Hanover Presbytery in Virginia and ordained in the following year by the West Hanover Presbytery to serve at Mars Hill, Va. He was minister in the historic First Presbyterian Church at New Bern, N.C. (1831-1833), but imbued with the pioneer spirit, came to Mississippi in 1836 from the Presbytery of Indianapolis, where he had served churches at Greensburg and Mill Creek (1834-1836).  He became pastor of the church at Holly Springs in Dec�ember 1836 and later organized the church at Ripley, participating also in the organization of the church at Oxford—both in 1837. In addition to his ministerial work, he taught in the Holly Springs Female Academy. Hurd served at Holly Springs until 1840. He was at Florence, Alabama, briefly, re�turning to Mississippi where, he supplied the pulpit at College Hill, near Oxford (1842-43), and then lived at Salem in Tippah (now Benton) County (1843-1846). Troubled by ill health, he resided at Pontotoc until his death June 28, 1846. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 47, 62.


� William Allen Gray was born in the Abbeville District of South Carolina, whence so many of the white settlers to Mississippi derived, July 8, 1807, and after study at Columbia Seminary (1833-1835) was licensed and ordained by Bethel Presbytery in South Carolina. He served several congregations in Tom�beckbee Presbytery, including Mayhew (1838), Lebanon (1839-1841), and Bethel (1840-1842), after which he was dismissed to neighboring Chickasaw Presbytery. He was stated supply and pastor at Ripley (1842-1881), and died there in October, 1881. He was elected stated clerk of Chickasaw Presbytery in 1856. Baird, 10; Ministerial Directory, 265.


� See Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 120-27.


� According to sessional records, the Holly Springs Presbyterian Church was organized on December 20, 1836. See Grafton, 515-21; Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 40-64.


� The church was organized in a carpenter’s shop. The first house of worship was put up on a lot purchased from Lafayette County in 1843. It was a small frame structure, rescued during the Civil War by a church member, Mrs Henry Rascoe, when Federal soldiers set it on fire. The present church was erected in its place in 1881. Grafton, 513; Maud Morrow Brown, History of the First Pres�by�terian Church of Oxford, Mississippi, July 15, 1837—March 31, 1950 (Oxford: First Presbyterian Church, 1952).


� Ebenezer Church, located about four and one-half miles northwest of Oxford was established in 1836, the year in which Lafayette County was established. The organization, which was effected by Ebenezer Mc�Ewen, took place in the home of Ralph L. Waller. The congregation of twenty included nine African Amer��i�cans. The church was renamed College Hill in 1841 in honor of the founding of North Mississippi College in the immediate vicinity. See Carole Lee, ed. Early Records of College Hill Church, Lafayette County, Mis�sissippi, with Cemetery Inscriptions (Carrollton, Miss.: Pioneer Pub�lishing, n.d.).


� Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 121.


� This query arose from the fact that two ministers in the presbytery, the Rev’ds David Wright and Thomas Archibald had been elected and ordained ruling elders in the Columbus Church; where they continued to serve in this capacity for a period of three or four months, until the presbytery declared that it was irregular for a minister, while he continued to preach, to discharge the functions of a ruling elder. Grafton, 457.


� When churches united in the call of a pastor, the congregations between them were entitled to send one elder as a commissioner to presbytery, to wit: Form of Government X:iv: “Where two or more congrega�tions are united under one pastor, all such congregations shall have but one elder to represent them [in meetings of the presbytery].


� Presbyterians were the strictest of the frontier churches, and the strictness came by no means from min�isters only, for sessions functioned as a kind of frontier court. As Walter Brownlow Posey has said, ”The early settler in the West and South looked at the vast area before him and felt a sense of new independence and unaccustomed freedom from institutional and family restrictions. The situation challenged the churches to re-establish discipline as a barrier against the grave threats to decent and respectable social order.” Ac�cordingly, in Mississippi, as elsewhere, the elders of Presbyterianism asserted themselves for decency and order. They meted out discipline with a severity that often exceeded that of civil authorities. Moreover, because church law required that disciplinary actions be announced from the pulpit, the responsibilities of church membership took on a public character, and the loss of church privileges became a social disgrace. Presbyterians of Mississippi, with their vigilant elders, emphasis upon education, and studied restraint in worship, proved a powerful influence for public order throughout the nineteenth century. Posey, Frontier Mission, 303.


� Due to growing constitutional and theological concerns which belied a growing rift within the ranks of American Presbyterians, a majority in the 1837 General Assembly voted to abrogate the Plan of Union of 1801 and excise four synods in New York State and Ohio from the Assembly. Even though the cooperative work of Presbyterians and Congregationalists in Mississippi in the preceding decade had been accom�plished under similar arrangements, as indicated by these resolutions most Mississippi Presbyterians were staunchly Old School, although a certain division within the Tombeckbee was manifested. Nearby such important nearby congregations as the Presbyterian churches in Clinton, Greenwood and Grenada, and the First Presbyterian Church in Hunts�ville, Alabama, allied with the New School. The primary consequence of the old School-New School rift in Mississippi was weakness due to the divided patronage that caused the failure of Mississippi College, which came under the control of the New School Presbytery of Clinton, which operated it until 1850, after which it was ceded to the Baptists who revived it and brought it to prom�inence. Grafton, 190-91; W. H. Weathersby, “A History of Mississippi College,” Publications of the Mis�sis�sippi Historical Society, Centenary Series, 5 (Jackson: Mississippi Historical Society, 1925): 155-58.  Richard Aubrey McLemore and Nannie Pitts McLemore, The History of Mississippi College (Jackson: Hed�erman Bros., 1979): 36, 44, 52, 58. For discussion of the causes and effects of the division see George M. Marsden, The Evangelical Mind and the New School Presbyterian Experience: A Case Study of Thought and Theology in Nineteenth Century America (New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 1970). Particular attention to the Southern portion of the New School Assembly is found in Harold M. Parker Jr., The United Synod of the South: The Southern New School Presbyterian Church (New York: Greenwood, 1986).





� Partisans of the New School were deeply stung by the Old School’s action. Some indication of the human toll and bitterness occasioned by these divisions may be gleaned from the writings of the Rev’d Daniel Baker, who was pastor of the Holly Springs Church, 1840-1848. He was a com�missioner to the 1839 Old School General Assembly, which met in the Seventh Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. A jovial man, he wrote of an encounter with a friend, who happened to be a New School partisan: “When in Philadelphia, as a member of the Old-school Assembly, I met with several of my old acquaintances on the other side, who expressed their astonishment to find me where I was. One remarked, ‘Ah, brother Baker, you are fat, and have become lazy, and therefore you are on the Old-school side.’” Baker visited the New School Assembly, which was meeting in Philadelphia’s First Presbyterian Church, to see who was in attendance: ‘Having some curiosity to step in a moment, and see who were in the new-school Assembly, I was hurrying on to the First Church, where the Assembly was convened. Near the entrance I met a brother with whom I had been on terms of great intimacy. Reaching out my hand to him in a playful way, and smil�ing, I said, ‘Why brother H., what are you doing here?’ To my astonishment he fiercely replied, ‘We have come here to resist high-handed oppression.’ Not perceiving any cause why church difficulties should break private friendship, I made another pleasant remark. To this he replied in the same strain as before. ‘O,’ said I, ‘brother H., if you have such feelings, we must take different sides of the street—so, good morning.’ Saying this, I turned away, and went not in.” William M. Baker, The Life and labours of the Rev. Daniel Baker, D.D., Pastor and Evangelist (Philadelphia: Wm. S. & Alfred Martien, 1858): 208.


� The New Orleans Observer, a Protestant religious paper, was commended by the Synod of Mississippi as early as 1830. In 1840 the paper failed and transferred its list to the Watchman of the South. Grafton, 265.


� A Latin phrase meaning, “It is not clear or proven”—used legally for verdicts deferring a decision in doub�tful cases.


� At certain meetings of the presbytery, sessions not attracting public auditors—particularly those held at night, for churches were often unlighted then—were sometimes held in pri�vate homes.


� The Mayhew Church had been organized in 1820 by missionaries of the ABCFM, on “Presby-gational” principles that had evolved in their cooperative work. Now, in the light of the recent Old-New School Division, the congregation’s past raised questions about its current standing in Presbyterian order.


� Although some Protestants opposed Free Masonry and an Anti-Masonry political party put forth a presi�dential ticket in 1838 and 1832, Mississippi’s Presbyterians seem not to have been swept up into this under�current of opposition. Many of the state’s Presbyterians were numbered among the Masonic fraternity’s leading members.


� This was the Salem congregation in western Tippah County, near Holly Springs.


� In addition to the studies in Greek and Hebrew still required to-day, nineteenth century probationers for the Pres�byterian ministry were required to show proficiency also in Latin—a language—mastery of the rudiments of which, was, of course, a key part of the curriculum in all post-primary institutions of learning for male students of the era. One reason for this insist�ence for educated ministers was that, not until Robert Lewis Dabney of Union Theological Seminary in Virginia published his Sy�l�labus and Notes on the Course of Systematic and Polemical Theology (1871), republished as Sys�tematic Theology (1878), along with Prince�ton professor Charles Hodge’s magisterial three-volume Sys�tematic Theol�ogy (1871-1873), Presby�terian students derived their principal of the system of doctrine known as Calvinism from the West�min�ster Con�fession of Faith and Catechisms, along with Fran�cois Tur�retin’s Institutio Theologiae Elencti�cae (1679-1685), a massive, three-volume study, published in Geneva, Switerland, and available only in Latin. This was the standard theological textbook at Princeton Seminary from 1812 until Hodge’s Systematic Theology replaced it as an updated English version of the same theology. For his part, even Hodge, upon reaching the climactic point of his argument, would time and again lapse into a Latin quotation of a profound theologi�cal point that would clinch the argument! The Latin theses assigned to candidates for ordination, presum�ably were intended to lead them to do research in Turretin and the works of other learned divines, whose works were written in Latin—still re�garded as the universal language of interna�tional theological instruc�tion and debate. Missis�sippi Presby�terian ministers were thus expected to be knowledgeable of, and in prin�ci�ple, able to take part in these broad-ranging dis�cussions that had engaged the great minds of Christ�endom across three continents through the centuries. It was not until 1845 that a translation of Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion, his seminal work, was widely available in English translation.


� In spite of the elaborate machinery for prosecuting church discipline found in the Presbyterian Rules of Discipline, sometimes cases could not be adjudicated, either because of the lack of will of prosecutors, or owing to the unwillingness of witnesses to cooperate, or the removal of the accused to locales beyond the reach of the church’s ruling authorities. 


� From an examination of the minutes, it appears that a disproportionate number of elder-commissioners to the sessions of Tombeckbee Presbytery were doctors, presumably practitioners in the field of medicine.


� Here the presbytery reaffirmed the power exclusively granted to it under the Church’s Form of Gov�ern�ment, to estab�lish and dissolve pastoral relations. According to the Form of Government, XV:ix, “No min�is�ter or candidate shall receive a call but through the hands of the presbytery,” and XVI:i, “No [min�is�ter] shall be translated from one church to another, nor shall he receive any call for that purpose, but by the permission of the presbytery.”


� In the early months of 1837, under Samuel Hurd’s leadership, the Holly Springs Presbyterian Church had erected a sixteen-by forty-eight foot rectangular frame building, with separate entrances for men and women. It stood on the site of the present church, but faced south. It served as the congregation’s house of worship until 1848. The building still stands to-day, the home of the Town & Country Garden Club, the state’s oldest surviving structure erected for religious purposes outside the Natchez district. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 36, 50.


� The Church at Columbus was formed with the use of such a covenant. See Grafton, 455-56. These were opposed in the latter day due to their association with Congregationalist and New School Presbyterian prac�tice. 


� Most Assemblies in this era were held in Philadelphia, Pa. The long trip overland involved great expense and could be arduous and time-consuming. Still, the presbytery took pains to fulfill its responsibility of electing and paying the expense of its commissioners.


� Accounts of communion services in the early Presbyterian history of Mississippi are rare. The foregoing minute indicates that the use of the communion token was passing out of use. At Pine Ridge Church, near Natchez, the session book preserves this account: “The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered twice each year, once in the Spring and once in the Fall….The services…usually began on the Friday pre�ceding which was observed as a day of humiliation, fasting, and prayer. On the following Saturday public preparatory services were held in the Church. On Saturday after the preparatory sermon was over, tokens were distributed to all who expected to commune the next day. The Monday following communion was observed as a day of ‘Thanksgiving.’” Sessional Records of the Pine Ridge Presbyterian Church. The pas�sage is undated but derives from about the year 1831. The use of communion tokens was described by a member of Bethany Presbyterian Church in South Mississippi: “There was a custom in this old church, which prevailed in all the older Presbyterian churches—that of using the communion tokens—but it passed out of use in the forties. Many a time have I heard my grandmother tell of her interest, as the communion sea�son drew near, and her father, then an officer in the Union Church—made ready for the molding of the tokens. These were of pewter or lead, and were molded by an elder. At each preparatory service the entire membership was gone over, and if any brother had been guilty of taking a wee drop too much, or a sister had said too much of another, in a slanderous way, that member was denied a ‘token’ when he or she ap�plied for it. On the Sabbath, as the members gathered at the long narrow tables, each one either held his token up or laid it beside him, and unless the serving elder saw the token he was not allowed to serve the elements to that brother or that sister, a most dread thing for the poor transgressor.” Kate M. Power, “Cen�tennial Celebration of Old Bethany Church,” Minutes of the Presbyterian Historical Society of the Synod of Mississippi (n.p., 1908): 29. For a fuller account of the history and use of communion tokens in the Presby�terian tradition, see Mary McWhorter Tenney, Communion Tokens: Their Origin and Use (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1936).


� This protest, lodged in accordance with procedures specified in the Church’s Form of Government, repre�sented the sentiments of certain members of the presbytery whose sympathies lay with the New School. Although a minority, these two ministers were heard and their views considered. Both eventually left the presbytery, and at least one congregation also allied with the New School.


� Angus McCallum was born in Robeson Co., N. C., and received his theological educa�tion at Union Theo�logical Seminary in Virginia. He was ordained in 1831 by Fayetteville Presbytery in North Carolina, where he served the Euphronia and Buffalo Churches (1831-1838), prior to coming to Mississippi, where he was stated supply at Waterford (Greenwood) and Hopewell at various times (1839-1848). He was the organ�i�zing pastor of the church at Chulahoma in western Mar�shall County (1839), as also of the church at Hope�well (1839) in rural Lafayette County. McCallum labored for a decade in North Mississippi, after which went on to serve several churches in the southern part of the state, principal among them the historic con�gre��gation at Union Church, located between Brookhaven and Fayette in a rural sector of the state. He ministered in Mississippi Presbytery until his retirement from active service in 1881. Ministerial Directory, 446. 





� Mr Bardwell would go on to serve a distinguished ministry within the Tombeckbee Presbytery, as pastor of the Starkville and Mayhew Churches, and later as minister at Bethsalem, [Old] Lebanon, Louis�ville, and Kosciusko,  Miss. He was the presbytery’s stated clerk (1843-1854). He died in 1854.


� That is, without a day being specified.





