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Minutes 

of the

Tombeckbee Presbytery

1838-184[2]

VOL. II.
[1]








Carmel Church, Kemper County, Mis.








19th October 1838

The Presbytery of Tombecbee [sic] met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev. H. Reid the Moderator of the last meeting from I Cor. 2nd ch. and 2nd verse. Constituted by prayer.

Members present, Rev. Henry Reid, Thomas Archibald, T. C. Stuart, D. L. Gray, D. A. Campbell, & D. Wright; with elders D. Love from Bethel Church, S. M. Goode, Carmel, John S. Paden, Smyrna, Robert Gilmer, Providence, & J. Elliott, Unity Church.

Members absent, J. B. Stafford, D. L. Russel, Samuel Hurd, R. S. Gladney, H. Patrick, Thos. Davis, & W. A. Gray.

Rev. D. Wright was chosen Moderator and S. M. Goode Clerk pro tem.

The minutes of the last Stated Sessions were read, after which Presbytery

[2]

had a recess for twenty minutes.

After recess the proceedings of the called session, held at Columbus on the 12th day of July last, were read and absentees called upon to render their reasons for failing to attend. Rev. D. A. Campbell rendered reasons which were not sustained. T. C. Stuart, T. Archi​bald, & D. L. Gray assigned reasons which were sustained as satisfactory.

D. A. Campbell & S. M. Goode were appointed a Committee of arrangements.

The Committee appointed to install Rev. D. L. Russel, as pastor of the united Churches of Oxford & Ebenezer,
 reported that they had attended to that business agreeably to the directions of Pres.

Rev. W. A. Gray assigned reasons, by letter, for not attending the present sessions of Presbytery, which were sustained.

[3]

A letter was received and read from Rev. J. B. Stafford, assigning reasons for not attend​ing the last and present sessions. A division of the question being called for, the reasons for not attending the last meeting, were deemed insufficient: those for failing to attend the present sessions were sustained as satisfactory.

A church organized in Tishomingo County by Rev. J. B. Stafford, and called New Hope,
 was recognized and received under the care of Presbytery. Also a church organized in Noxubee County by Rev. D. A. Campbell called Shukalok. Mr. J. F. Moseley, an elder in this church, appeared and was admitted to sit as a member of Presbytery.

A letter was received from Rev. Hillary Patrick, assigning reasons for failing

[4]

to attend the last Spring sessions of Presbytery which were sustained. He also requested a dismission from this Presbytery to join the Presbytery of Union, which was granted; and the Stated Clerk was directed to forward him the necessary papers.

Calls, supplications &c. were called for. 

A communication was presented from some members of the Church at Oxford which was ordered to lie on the table.

A call was presented, from Providence Church at Pontotoc, to Mr. Wm. McWhorter which was ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Horatio J. Bardwell,
 a Candidate for the ministry under the care of West Hanover Presbytery, presented a dismission from that Pres. and requested to be received under our care, which was granted.

On motion it was ordered that a

[5]

Committee be appointed to take up, & complete the examination of Mr. Bardwell and report tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. Whereupon Rev. Messrs H. Reid & D. L. Gray, and Mr. D. Love, elder, were appointed that Committee.

Rev. D. L. Gray presented the reasons of Rev. S. Hurd for not attending the present meet​ing, which were sustained.

Mr. Alexander Shaw, an elder from Oxford and Ebenezer Churches, appeared and took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

Rev. Thos. Archibald, who had been appointed to visit Cooksville and take up a collec​tion for the Commissioners fund, reported that he had received from Mr. M. Neal the sum of five dollars; that he contributed himself five dollars, making in all ten dollars.

Rev. Henry Reid from the Tract

[6]

and Book Committee made a report, which was received and approved.

On motion it was ordered that a Committee consisting of two ministers and one elder be appointed to examine and report upon the minutes of the last General Assembly, where​upon Rev. D. L. Gray, T. Archibald and A. Shaw, elder, were appointed to that commit​tee.

Rev. James Martin from Tuscaloosa Presbytery, being present, was invited to sit as a cor​responding member.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Saturday 9 o’clock








20th October

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

On motion resolved that the calling of the roll and the reading of the minutes of yester​day, be suspended for the

[7]

present and proceed to business.

The Committee appointed to examine Mr. Bardwell with a view to his licensure, re​ported, that they had attended to that duty; had examined him on the doctrines of the Con​​fession of Faith, and recommend that his examination be sustained: that he be called upon to deliver his trial sermon immediately.

Rev. R. S. Gladney appeared in Presbytery, and having rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained, took his seat as a member. He also rendered reasons for absence from the last stated meeting of Presbytery, and the called session, which were sustained as satisfactory.

Mr. Bardwell delivered a sermon on John 4.10, which being considered

[8]

was unanimously sustained: whereupon Presbytery proceeded to license him to preach the gospel in the following form, viz.

At Carmel Church the 20th day of October 1838, the Presbytery of Tombecbee [sic], hav​ing received testimonials in favor of Horatio J. Bardwell; of his having gone through a regular course of literature; of his good moral character; and of his being in the commun​ion of the church: proceeded to take the usual parts of trial for his licensure: and he hav​ing given satisfaction as to his accomplishments in literature; as to his experimental ac​quaintance with religion; and as to his proficiency in divinity and other studies; the Pres​b​ytery did, and hereby do, express their approbation of all these parts of

[9]

trial: and he having adopted the Confession of Faith of this church, and satisfactorily answered the questions appointed to be put to candidates to be licensed; the Presbytery did, and hereby do license him, the said Horatio J. Bardwell to preach the Gospel of Christ, as a probationer for the holy ministry, within the bounds of this Presbytery, or wherever else he shall be orderly called.

On motion resolved that the church at Starkville have permission to employ Mr. Bardwell as stated supply.

On motion the following preamble and resolution was adopted, viz. whereas there are sev​eral of our church sessions, which have failed to send up their records for examination at former meetings, therefore, Resolved, 

[10]

That those churches be required to present their Records for examination at the present session.

Unity church presented their records. T. Archibald, minister, and J. F. Mosely, elder, were appointed a committee to examine them.

The records of Shukalok church were presented and Rev. H. Reid & D. Love were ap​poin​ted to examine them.

The Rev. Angus McCallum, of the Presbytery of Fayetteville, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

On motion, Resolved that the call of Providence church to Mr. Wm. McWhorter, be now taken up.

On motion Resolved that Presbytery have a recess until half after two o’clock.

[11]

After recess the committee appointed to examine and report on the minutes of the last General Assembly made a report, which was received & ordered to lie on the table.

On motion resolved that the call of Providence church to Mr. Wm. McWhorter be not handed over to him.

Mr. L. B. Gaston
 presented himself before Presbytery, and requested to be received under our care, as a candidate for the ministry.  Presbytery proceeded to examine him as to his experimental acquaintance with religion, and his motives in desiring the Gospel Min​is​try; which being satisfactory, he was unanimously received: and having produced authentic testimonials of his having gone through a regular

[12]

course of learning, Presbytery proceeded to examine him on the Latin & Greek lang​ua​ges, and the arts and sciences.

Adjourned till Monday morning 9 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Monday morning








October 9th
Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

Members present, H. Reid, T. C. Stuart, T. Archibald & D. Wright, ministers. D. Love, J. S. Paden, S. M. Good, elders. 

Rev. D. L. Gray & R. S. Gladney, who were absent at roll call, came in and rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained as satisfactory.

The records of Carmel church were presented. R. S. Gladney, minister

[13]

and J. Elliott, elder, were appointed a committee to examine them.

Whereas we have evidence that Mr. R. Gilmer, a member of this Presbytery, and Mr. Wm. McWhorter, a licentiate under our care, traveled without the bounds of the congre​gation on their return home on the Sabbath evening: Therefore resolved that we disap​prove of all such conduct; and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Session of Prov​idence church.

The committee appointed to examine the records of Shukalok church reported, and rec​ommended that the records be referred back to the session of that church for revision and correction; which report was received and adopted.

[14]

The records of Smyrna church were presented. D. L. Gray, H. Reid & R. S. Gladney, ministers & A. Shaw, elder, were appointed a committee to examine them.

On motion, the communication from some of the members of the church at Oxford, was taken up, and after mature deliberation the prayer of the petition was granted. Rev. D. L. [the following material is appended to the text on a small slip of paper in the same hand as the clerk’s] “Gray and T. C. Stuart were excused from voting on the question.

“On motion resolved that Rev. D. L. Gray and A. McCallum be a committee to organize a church at Waterford in Marshall County; and that Rev. S. Hurd as principal, and D. L. Gray his alternate together with Rev. A. McCallum, be a committee to organize a church on the ridge in Lafayette County.”

A petition was presented by a citizen of Nashoba [sic] County in behalf of the members of the church in that County, praying that a church may be organized in connection with the Tombecbee [sic] Presbytery; which petition was granted, and Rev. James Martin was requested to organize the church.

On motion resolved, that the examination of Mr. Gaston, so far as

[15]

prosecuted be sustained as satisfactory. 

On motion resolved that the next meeting of Presbytery be held at Starkville on Thursday before the first Sabbath of April next at 11 o’clock a.m.

On motion resolved, that the report of the committee on the minutes of the last General Assembly, be now taken up-which report is as follows, to wit,

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the General Assembly find nothing that requires the direct attention of Presbytery, but recommend the adoption of the fol​low​ing resolutions, to wit,

Resolved 1st. That we recommend to the churches under our care to observe the fast day appointed by the Gen’l Ass’y.

2nd. That we approve of the acts of the last General Assembly, as being the authorized acts of the Presbyteries, through their

[16]

delegates, comprising said Assembly.

A division being called for, the first resolution was unanimously adopted. After some dis​cus​sion the second resolution was also adopted.

Rev. D. L. Gray & Rev. R. S. Gladney were nominated as principals & Rev. D. L. Russel as alternate to represent this Pres. in the next Gen’l Assembly. Mr. John F. Mosely as principal & Doctor John H. Crisp, alternate, were nominated as lay delegates.

Mr. L. B. Gaston was directed to prepare a sermon from Romans 5 ch. & 19 verse. And to write an exegesis on the following thesis. “An Christus procuravit temporalia bene​ficia.”

The delegate from Unity Church asked and obtained leave to employ Rev. D. Wright as stated supply.

Messrs. D. Love and J. Elliott asked & obtained leave of absence from the remain-

[17]

ing sessions of Presbytery.

The committee appointed to examine the records of Smyrna church, made a report, which was received & adopted & is as follows, viz.

The committee on the records of Smyrna church report, that the whole book is of a novel character. It appears that the moderator, during the course of the two last years, examined all the session three times on experimental religion; and through them the congregation.
 At one place there is a blank, the resolution being lost. The committee hope that for the future the book will be more regularly presented to Presbytery, and that it will be more presbyterially kept.

On motion resolved that Rev. James Martin be requested to preach at Macon, Noxubee County, and organize a church

[18]

there if practicable.

On motion resolved that Rev. R. S. Gladney be directed to preach at Fairfield in Pickens County, Alabama, as often as practicable.

A church organized in Pickens County by Rev. R. S. Gladney, and called Sardis, was re​cognized and received under the care of Presbytery.

The committee appointed to examine the records of Unity Church, made a report, which was received and adopted; and the records were approved with the remarks of the Com​mittee.

The Stated Clerk presented a Presbyterial report to Synod, which was received, adopted, & ordered to be forwarded.

A request was presented from Shukalok church, through their delegate to employ Rev. D. A. Campbell as

[19]

stated supply, which was granted.

Adjourned to meet at the time and place, specified in a former resolution.

Concluded with prayer, singing and the Apostolical benediction.







Attest








Thomas C. Stuart,









Stated Clerk.

[20]








Starkville, 








April 4th, 1839.

The Presbytery of Tombecbe [sic] met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the moderator of the last meeting from Rom 8.29, 30. Constituted by prayer. 

On calling the roll the following members answered to their names, to wit, Henry Reid, Thos. Archibald, Thos. C. Stuart, David Wright, D. L. Russel, D. L. Gray, Samuel Hurd, W. A. Gray.

Elders—Wm. H. Craven, Columbus church, John Elliott, Unity; John H. Anderson, Hud​sonville, Drennan Love, Bethel; John Rupert, Carmel; Calvin Cushman, Mayhew, John S. Paden, Smyrna; Marshall Wetherall, Providence; John F. Moseley, Shukalok.

Members absent—Thos. Davis, Jas. B. Stafford, R. S. Gladney, [&] D. A. Campbell.

[21]

Rev. D. L. Gray was elected Moderator and John H. Anderson, temporary clerk.





                       Presbytery took a recess of fifteen minutes.

After recess the minutes of the last stated sessions of Presbytery were read.

Rev. D. L. Russel rendered reasons for absence from the last stated meeting of Presby​tery, which were sustained.

Calls, supplications &c. were called for.  Rev. Angus McCallum presented his letter of dis​​mission from Fayetteville Presbytery, and requested to be admitted as a member of this Presbytery. On motion resolved, That the application of Mr. McCallum, together with his examination, according to the rule of the General Assembly & of this Presbytery, be the order of the day for tomorrow morning 9 o’clock.

[22]

Communications, memorials &c. received from Carmel and Shukalok churches were read, and a resolution passed to refer them to a Committee of three ministers and two elders, but before the appointment of this Committee, a motion prevailed to adjourn till tomorrow morning 9 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Friday morning 








9 o’clock, April 5th.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Members present as above. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Rev. R. S. Gladney appeared, and, being called upon, rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained, and took his seat as a member.

Rev. James Martin presented a

[23]

letter of dismission from Tuscaloosa Presbytery, and requested to be admitted as a mem​ber of this Presbytery.

On motion resolved, That the application and examination of Mr. Martin be attended to at the same time with the application and examination of Rev. A. McCallum.

The unfinished business of yesterday was taken up, to wit, the appointment of a Commit​tee on the communications, memorials &c. received from Carmel and Shukalok churches, when the following members were appointed, Rev. R. S. Gladney, H. Reid, D. L. Russel, with elders C. Cushman & D. Love.

Rev. Wm. A. Gray, C. Cushman, & H. J. Bardwell were appointed to a committee of ar​rangements.

A communication was received from
[24]

D. A. Campbell, which was read and laid on the table.






Presbytery had a recess for fifteen minutes.

A Church organized in Nashoba County, called Philadelphia, was recognized and re​ceived under the care of Presbytery. Mr. James Elliott, an elder of this church, was admit​ted to a seat as a member of Presbytery.

The Committee appointed at our last meeting to organize a church at Waterford
 in Mar​shall County, reported that they had attended to that duty. The church was received under the care of Presbytery.—Also a church organized in Choctaw County, called Lebanon,
 was received under the care of Presbytery; and one in Winston County called Louisville.

[25]

On motion, Rev. D. L. Russel, Rev. D. L. Gray, Jas. S. Craig & R. H. Buford were ap​pointed a committee to organize a church in the southwestern part of Lafayette County.

The committee appointed at our last meeting to organize a church on the ridge in La​fay​ette County made a report, which was received and adopted and is as follows, to wit, 

The Committee appointed to organize a church on the Ridge, beg leave to report the organization has not been effected; and to submit the following facts and considerations.

1. As far as could be ascertained, a part of the members of the church living on the ridge, did not desire such organization, and did not sign the memorial upon which the Presby​tery acted.

[26]

2. Some persons who did sign that memorial, were induced to do so by earnest solicita​tions, and by incorrect representations.

3. Those who were most solicitous for the organization, were influenced chiefly by a de​sire to do something for their friend Mr. McCallum.

4. Br. McCallum had already settled at Oxford, the residence and the center of the past​oral charge of Br. Russel, unsolicited by the session and contrary to their views of pro​priety.

5. It is believed that had not Br. McCallum settled within the bounds of the Oxford con​gre​gation, there would not have been at present an effort on the part of any members on the Ridge to procure a separate organization.

6. Other fields of labor entire unoc-

[27]

cupied and important, were near, & were known.

7. The committee on missions offered to procure for Br. McCallum, a commission for the very field to which he has now removed.

8. The organization desired, would have conflicted with existing relations. The Presby​tery had just created a pastoral relation, the only one within our bounds; and some of the memorialists were members of the pastoral charge. To organize them into a separate church, would be to withdraw them from their present relation, and to cancel the obli​gations under which they were, to their fellow members and to their pastor.

9. It is true that when the Church of Oxford was organized, some of the members expres-

[28]

sed a wish that at some future time, when they should become able to support a minister, they might be permitted to have a separate organization; and no objections were made to it.

10. But as yet neither the Oxford Ch. nor the Ridge neighborhood, had increased much in strength, and the reasons why they united at first still existed for the continuance of the relation.

11. A church could not be organized on the Ridge without dividing the Oxford Church. The church did not wish to be divided. Presbytery has power “to unite or divide congre​gations at the request of the people”
 to be so united or divided. In this case only a small portion of the people requested the congregation to be divided.

[29]

12. To create a new church within the bounds of an organized congregation; to take some of the members of a pastoral church and form them into a separate church for another minister; to cut off a fraction of a pastor’s field of labor and withdraw some of his mem​bers from their obligations to receive his instructions and contribute to his support; to re​lease a part of a congregations from their obligations to pay the pastor’s salary, and there​by impose an unexpected burden upon the rest, contrary to the judgment and wishes of the majority of the people and the pastor, seemed so un-presbyterial that your com​mittee was confident that Presbytery did not fully understand the facts of the case, espec​ially as in doing this, the Presby-

[30]

tery would seem to sanction the disorder of a minister setting within the bounds of the charge of another minister, and exercising the functions of the ministry there.








Respectfully submitted,








Sam’l Hurd
Com-








D. L. Gray
mittee

Presbytery took a recess of half an hour.

On motion resolved that a copy of the resolution adopting the report of the committee ap​pointed to organize a church, assigning reasons why such organization had not been ef​fec​ted, be forwarded  to the memorialists requesting the organization, and to the session of Oxford Church, together with a copy of this report.

Mr. Wm. Smith, an elder from Lebanon church, appeared and took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

[31]

Presbytery proceeded to the order of the day for nine o’clock, to with, the examination of Rev. A. McCallum and Rev. James Martin,
 which examination was sustained and they received as members of this Presbytery.

Rev. D. L. Russel and D. Love sere appointed a committee to examine the records of Columbus Church.

Rev. H. Reid and C. Cushman to examine the records of Holly Springs Ch.

Rev. James Martin and J. Rupert to examine the records of Providence Ch.

Rev. S. Hurd [&] J. Elliott to examine the records of Mayhew Church.

Rev. A. McCallum and M. Wetherall to examine the records of Unity Ch.

Rev. D. Wright and J. S. Paden to examine the records of Shukalok Ch.

Rev. T. Archibald and W. Smith to examine the records of Hudsonville Ch.

[32]

The committee appointed to examine the records of Mayhew Ch. made their report which was received and the records approved to page 68.

The committee to examine the records of Unity Church made a report which was re​ceived, and the records approved to page 45.

A communication from the committee of publication of Dr. Hodge’s “History of the Pres​by​terian Church in the United States of America”
 was read and ordered to be laid on the table.

A communication was received from the Rev. Francis McFarland, Corresponding Secre​tary of the Board of Education, which was read and referred to the committee on Edu​cation with directions that the same be answered.

[33]

Mr. Wm. H. Craven had leave of absence for the remainder of the evening.

The following resolutions were submitted, to wit,

Resolved, that inasmuch as the Gen’l Assembly of the Presbyterian Church is the highest ecclesiastical tribunal known to this Presbytery; and that the General Assembly which met in the 7th Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia of which Wm. S. Plummer was moder​ator in 1838; is the true Gen’l Assembly; and that to affirm in open Presbytery, that the Gen’l Ass’y of the Presbyterian Church has ceased to exist since 1837; and that neither of the bodies which are expected to meet in Philadelphia in May next—will be the Gen’l Ass’y of the Presbyterian Church, is highly

[34]

censurable in any member of this body.

Resolved 2nd. That the moderator of this Presbytery be required to protect this body from such declarations as not only imply great disrespect to our highest judicatory, but abso​lutely deny its existence.
—After some discussion a motion prevailed to adjourn to meet tomorrow morning at half past 8 o’clock








Concluded with prayer.








Saturday morning, April 6,








8 ½ o’clock.

The Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Members pres​ent as before. The minutes of yesterday were read.

The Committee appointed to examine the records of Holly Springs Ch. report that the book of the session

[35]

has been kept without the usual form of concluding with prayer, and the signature of the moderator, and without any provision being made for a future meeting of the session, which report was received and adopted.

Rev. S. Hurd and John Elliott were appointed a committee to examine the records of Bethel Church.

The committee appointed to examine the records of Providence Church, reported that they have attended to that duty, and recommend that the clerk be instructed to specify that the session was constituted before they proceeded to transact business; which report was received and adopted.

The committee to examine the records of Oxford Church, made a report,

[36]

which was received and adopted; and the records were approved to page 23.

The committee on Columbus records, have examined them, and recommend that they be approved to page 93, with the following exceptions.—No record of the names of mem​bers of session present at the meeting.—no notice of opening and closing with prayer; which report was received, adopted, and ordered to be entered in the session book of Columbus Church.

On motion, resolved, that the stated supply of Columbus Church, be directed to lay be​fore that church the necessity of contributing to the Commissioners fund, and take up a col​lec​tion for that purpose.

The committee to whom was referred the memorials of the Carmel

[37]

and Shukalok Churches made a report, which was received and unanimously adopted, excepting the first resolution on which Rev. H. Reid and D. Wright were excused from voting.

The report is as follows, to wit, 

The Committee to whom was referred the memorials of the Carmel and Shukalok Churches with accompanying papers, Report, that they have considered the same; that they highly approve of the proceedings of the elders and members of said churches in opposing the irregular and disorganizing conduct of the Rev. Duncan A. Campbell;
 and in adhering to the Presbytery of Tombecbee [sic]: and that they recommend the adoption of the following resolutions.

1. That whereas the Rev. Duncan A. Campbell and others have renounced

[38]

the authority of this Presbytery, and have withdrawn from the same, therefore Resolved, that they be regarded as seceders from the Presbyterian Church.

2. That this Presbytery take measures to supply the above named churches with the min​istration of the word and ordinances of the Gospel.

3. That whereas Duncan A. Campbell has, by letter, informed the Tombecbee [sic] Pres​by​tery that he has entirely declined its jurisdiction, and thereby become a seceder from this body, his name be stricken from the roll of said Presbytery; and that the names of those church members seceding with him be stricken from the Books of the respective churches to which they belonged by the session of said Churches.

[39]

The committee to whom was referred the records of the Shukalok church made a report which was received and adopted, and the records approved to page 12.

The committee on the records of Bethel Church reported, and the records were approved to page 7.

The unfinished business of yesterday was taken up, when the previous question was called for, and carried in the affirmative. After some discussion, the main question was put and the resolutions adopted.

On motion resolved that the Clerk be directed to furnish the representatives from the Car​mel & Shukalok churches with copies of the report of the committee appointed by Pres​by​tery to examine and report upon the memorials and papers of said

[40]

churches; and that the moderator, or someone appointed by the session of these churches, be directed to read the same to the flocks under their care.

The committee to examine the records of Hudsonville church made a report which was re​ceived and the records were approved.

A Call was presented by the Providence church for the ministerial labours of Mr. Wm. McWhorter, but before any action was had thereon, a motion prevailed to adjourn to meet on Monday morning, half past 8 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Monday morning, 








8 ½ o’clock, April 8

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Members present as at our last meeting.

[41]

The minutes of last Saturday were read and corrected.

On motion resolved, that, inasmuch as difficulties exist in the Providence church, the delegate from that ch. be permitted to withdraw the call for the ministerial labors of Mr. Wm. McWhorter. The call having been withdrawn, a resolution was passed to ordain Mr. McWhorter at the present meeting as an evangelist. 

Presbytery having examined him at a former meeting on experimental religion, natural and revealed theology and natural and moral philosophy, proceeded to examine him on ecclesiastical history and church government. On motion resolved, that Mr. McWhorter’s examination be sustained; and that he be called on to deliver a ser-

[42]

mon this evening at 3 o’clock on Luke 12 ch. 22 verse.

The churches were called on for their contributions to the Commissioners fund. Where​upon the following sums were handed in by the members present, to wit.

Columbus

$5.00 



Bethel


$5.00

Louisville
  
  5.00



Carmel


10.00

Unity


10.00



Shukalok
  
  5.00

Oxford


11.00



Smyrna
  
  5.00

Ebenezer

11.00



Philadelphia      
  5.00

Salem


10.00



Monroe
  
  5.00

Hudsonville

10.00



Providence    

10.00

Holly Springs  
20.00



Mayhew

10.00

Lebanon
  
  5.00



Rev. T. Archibald 
  5.00

Waterford

13.60



Rev. R. S. Gladney 
  5.00
Sardis                
  5.00




           Total $175.60

The sum of nine dollars was contributed to the contingent fund by the

[43]

members of Presbytery.

Mr. L. B. Gaston read an exegesis & an essay on the subjects assigned him at our last meeting. The essay was sustained as a part of trials for licensure. The exegesis was referred to a committee consisting of Rev. R. S. Gladney and Rev. S. Hurd.

Rev. D. L. Russel and Elder Dr. John H. Crisp, were elected delegates to represent this Presbytery in the next General Assembly, and Rev. S. Hurd and Dr. M. Wetherall were appointed alternates.

Presbytery took a recess for half an hour; after which, on motion, it was Resolved, that Rev. James Martin, R. S. Gladney and T. Archibald, be directed to hold a meeting at Carmel Church and administer the ordi-

[44]

nance of the Lord’s Supper, commencing on Friday before the first Sabbath in May next.

The committee appointed to examine Mr. Gaston’s exegesis made a report and recom​mend hat it be sustained as a part of trials for licensure.

On motion, Resolved, that our delegates to the next General Assembly be instructed to ex​press to that body our approval of a change of the line between the Synods of Missis​sippi and Alabama.

Mr. Gaston was directed to prepare a critical exercise from Romans 5 ch. 12 verse; and a popular sermon on Ephesians 5.14 to be delivered at our next meeting.

Presbytery proceeded to make the necessary arrangements for sup-

[45]

plying the people of Brother Russel’s charge, with preaching, during his absence of the General Assembly.

Mr. McWhorter was directed to attend at Oxford
4th Sabbath in April.

S. Hurd at Ebenezer




1st       “       in May.

D. L.Gray at
do.




3rd       “       in May.

W. McWhorter at Oxford



4th       “       in May.

A. McCallum at Ebenezer



1st       “       in June.

T. C. Stuart at Oxford




2nd       “      in June.

D. L. Gray at Ebenezer                                               3rd       “       in June.

The order of the day having arrived, Mr. McWhorter delivered a sermon on the subject assigned him, which after deliberation, was sustained; when Presbytery proceeded to set apart Mr. McWhorter to the full exercise of the gospel ministry by prayer and the im​position of hands.

Rev. R. S. Gladney, having been​

[46]

previously appointed, delivered a solemn charge to the newly ordained Bishop.
 Mr. Mc​Whorter was invited to take a seat as a member of Presbytery.

A memorial and petition, with other papers, were received and read from the citizens of Pontotoc, asking for part of the ministerial labours of the Rev. T. C. Stuart. On motion, Resolved, that the prayer of the petitioners be granted; and that the Rev. Mr. McWhorter be directed to supply Providence Church half his time.

On motion, Resolved that D. L. Russel & D. L. Gray, ministers, and J. H. Anderson, elder, be a committee to borrow money sufficient to defray the expenses of our Commis-

[47]

sioners to the General Assembly, if necessary.

On motion, Resolved that Presbytery meet at Ebenezer Church in Lafayette County on Thurs​day before the first Sabbath in October next, at 11 o’clock a.m.

On motion, Resolved, that Presbytery hold an interlocutory meeting
 for the purpose of a free conversation on the case of the Rev. Thomas Davis, after which a special committee was appointed, consisting of Rev. R. S. Gladney & Rev. H. Reid, to bring in a report on this subject.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Tuesday morning








April 9

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened by prayer. Members present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday

[48]

were read. The committee to whom was referred the case of the Rev. Thomas Davis,
 made a report, which was received, and after being amended, was adopted and is as fol​lows, to wit,

“Common fame” charges the Rev. Thomas Davis with a long series of conduct entirely inconsistent with the character of a minister of the Gospel.

Charge first, Duplicity.

Specification 1st. Mr. Davis stated that he had been at Waterford with the brethren Gray and McCallum on a certain Sabbath, (which was the 5th Sabbath in March 1839) which statement seemed evidently designed to make a false impression.  Witnesses: Mr. James Col​bert, Mr. John B. Clauselle.

Specification 2nd. Some time in the fall of 1837, Mr. Davis asked permis-

[49]

sion to leave his daughter with Mrs. Margaret Allen until he could ride a few miles on some business and return; after which he left his daughter one whole week, and for which conduct he ren​dered no satisfactory apology. Witnesses: Maj. J. S. Allen, Mrs. M. Allen.

Specification 3rd. Mr. Davis rendered as a reason for absence from the session of the Presbytery of Tombecbee at Starkville in April 1939, inability to attend from sickness in his own person and family throughout the last winter and the present spring, when notwithstanding, he was able to travel hundreds of miles for the benefit of land specula​tions. Witnesses: James Gardner, Hezekiah Gardner.

[50]

Charge 2nd. Fraudulent transactions.

Specification 1st. Several years ago Mr. Davis purchased books from the Rev. John B. Warren, then of Mobile, which books have never been accounted for. Witnesses: Rev. J. B. Warren, Jas. S. Craig.

Specification 2nd. In the Spring of 1838, Mr. Davis gave his note to K. Clark & Co., of Pontotoc, Mississippi, for a store acct. created with them at that place, which account had been previously thereto submitted to Mr. Davis and carefully inspected, corrected, and acknowledged; and shortly afterwards, in a suit founded on said note, instituted in the circuit court of Lafayette County, Mississippi made affidavit that said note was not given for a valua-

[51]

ble consideration, which he could prove by two witnesses absent from the State and Mr. Davis afterward did not avail himself of the aforesaid defense. Witnesses: Kinneth Clark, Norman Clark.

A certified copy of the record of the suit founded on the note aforesaid, embracing a copy of said affidavit now remaining in the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of Lafayette County, Mississippi.

Specification 3rd. Mr. Davis attempted to defraud Mr. John Black by making an unex​pected charge for having shown him lands some 4 or 5 miles distant, and for having loaned him a mule; which charge was made apparently for the purpose of canceling a just debt.

[52]

Witnesses: John Black.

Charge 3rd. Sabbath breaking.

Specif. 1st. Searching for land lines on the Sabbath day in 1834 & 1835. Witnesses: Drennan Love, Rev. T. C. Stuart.

Specif. 2nd. Going after Ponies on the Sabbath day in the fall of 1837. Witnesses: John L. Allen, Margaret Allen.

Charge 4th. Neglect of ministerial duties and character. Witnesses: Drennan Love, Rev. D. Wright, Rev. T. C. Stuart.

Specif. 1st. He has not for several years attended regular preaching on the Sabbath.

Specif. 2nd. He has resided within the

[53]

bounds of this Presbytery eight years, and in that time has never attended Presbytery but twice to give any account of his labors; and within that time has been transiently at its meetings not more than 2 or 3 times. Witness: Tombecbee Presbytery.

Specif. 3rd. Mr. Davis was frequently seen in company and associating with a man of infamous character, who kept a grocery establishment; and after the same man was indicted for stealing cattle, spent a night at his house, as at the house of a friend. Witnes​ses: Rev. T. C. Stuart, Col. Wm. H. Duke.

After the above charges were made out, the following citation was issued.

Rev. Thomas Davis,



You are hereby cited to appear before the Tombeckbee

[54]

Presbytery at its next sessions to be held at the Camp Ground
 in the bounds of the Ebe​nezer Congregation in the County of Lafayette and State of Mississippi commencing on the Thursday before the first Sabbath in October 1839, then and there to answer to the above and foregoing charges and specifications.

Issued this ninth day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty nine by order and in the name of the Presbytery of Tombecbee.







Signed,







D. L. Gray, Mod’r.

The members of Presbytery gave a narrative of the state of religion within the bounds of their respective charges.—Rev. S. Hurd and W. A. 

[55]

Gray were appointed a Committee to prepare a narrative of the state of religion within our bounds to the General Assembly.

The Stated Clerk presented a Statistical Report of the Presbytery to the General Assem​bly, which was received, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded.

The following preamble and resolutions were moved and adopted, viz.

Whereas the pastoral relation is an important feature of our church; and whereas the General Assembly has recommended especial attention to that subject; and whereas it is due both to churches and ministers that Presbytery take measures to secure the existence of that relation; therefore, Resolved 1st—That it be enjoined upon all the churches under

[56]

our care to take measures, as soon as practicable to secure for themselves the services of a settled and installed pastor.

2nd. That churches which are not yet prepared for electing pastors, and are desirous of the services of a stated supply, must conform,  far as practicable, to the principles involved in the mode of settling pastors.

3rd. That churches wishing the services of a stated supply must take constitutional measures to ascertain the wishes of the congregation, and make a regular application to Presbytery for leave to employ such supply; & must state, in the application, the amount of compensation, which they will pay for the services desired.

4th. That it shall be considered dis-

[57]

orderly for a minister to preach to a church, without the sanction of Presbytery longer than six months.

5th. That all the churches and ministers with whom the pastoral relation does not exist, be required to report to Presbytery at its stated fall meetings upon this subject, and assign reasons why the pastoral relation has not been sought.

6th. That a copy of the above resolutions be sent to the sessions of all our churches which are without pastors.

A communication was received from Rev. Asa Cummings in behalf of the General Con​fer​ence of Maine, to which Rev. H. Reid and S. Hurd were appointed a committee to reply.

The committee reported and their report was received and adopted, &

[58]

the Stated Clerk directed to forward it.—On motion resolved that the Conference of Maine be requested to publish the reply of this Presbytery entire, with the addition of the scriptures referred to.

The committee appointed to prepare a narrative made a report which was received and adopted.

On motion resolved, that the moderator or Stated Clerk issue the citations to the witnes​ses named to support the charges against Rev. Thomas Davis and such other witnesses as he may find necessary.

2. Resolved, that a commission be appointed to take the testimony of witnesses who can​not attend the trial, as directed in chapter 6, section 13 of our book of discipline.

[59]

Rev. A. McCallum was appointed to serve the citation on Rev. T. Davis.

Adjourned to meet at the time and place specified in a former resolution.

Concluded with prayer, singing, and the apostolical benediction.








Attest
Thomas C. Stuart,









Stated Clerk.

Approved to Page 59

Oct 26 1839



[synod moderator’s signature indecipherable]

[Marion?] Alabama
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Ebenezer Church,







Oct 3rd, 1839

The Presbytery of Tombecbee met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the moderator of the last meeting from Rev. 3 ch. 2 verse. Constituted by prayer. 

On calling the roll, the following members answered to their names, viz—D. L. Russel, D. L. Gray, A. McCallum, W. A. Gray, W, McWhorter.

Elders, E. E. Davidson, Oxford and Ebenezer, Wm. Spencer, Monroe Church, John N. Phifer, Waterford.

Ministers absent, H. Reid, Thos. Archibald, T. C. Stuart, J. B. Stafford, D. Wright, S. Hurd, T. Davis, R. S. Gladney, Jas Martin.

Rev. W. A. Gray was elected Moderator & W. McWhorter, Clerk pro tem.

[61]






             Presbytery took a recess till after dinner.

After recess, Pres. having convened, called upon absentees then present for reasons of tardiness. Rev. D. Wright gave reasons which were sustained. Rev. R. S. Gladney’s rea​sons were sustained. J. H. Anderson & J. P. Means, elders, rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained. A letter was received from Rev. J. B. Stafford, assigning reasons for absence from the present sessions of Pres. which were sustained.— A communication was received from Rev. T. C. Stuart giving reasons for absence from the present sessions of Presbytery, which were sustained.

Mr. R. White, elder from Ripley Church appeared, and rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

[62]

The minutes of the last sessions of Pres. were read.—Calls, supplications &c. were called for.

On motion, it was resolved that a committee be appointed to examine the minutes of the last Gen’l Ass’y and report on the same.

Rev. R. S. Gladney, Rev. D. L. Gray & J. H. Anderson, elder were appointed this com​mittee.

On motion, Resolved that a ch. called Farmington,
 organized by Rev. J. B. Stafford, be received under the care of this Presbytery. Also a ch. named Chulahoma,
 organized by Rev. A. McCallum, was received under the care of Presbytery.





Pres. had a recess until after public worship this evening.

Having again convened, it was on motion

[63]

Resolved, that a Judicial Committee consisting of Rev. R. S. Gladney & J. H. Anderson, be appointed to report on the judicial case before Presbytery.—

Adjourned until tomorrow morning 8 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Friday morning








8 o’clock, Oct. 4

Pres. met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer. The roll was called and absentees were marked.—The minutes of yesterday were read and corrected.

The committee on the minutes of the Assembly reported, which report was received and is as follows, viz.  [At this point a blank appears in the minutes.]

[64]

Rev. D. L. Gray & Rev. D. L. Russel were appointed a committee to solicit funds to defray the expenses incurred by our Gen’l Ass’y. [commissioners] and hand them over during the present sessions of Pres.

On motion, Resolved that a standing order of this Pres. relating to the subject of Missions being presented before this Pres. at its regular stated meetings, be revived.

Pres. appointed Rev. D. L. Gray to preach a missionary sermon on tomorrow.

On motion, Resolved that Rev. R. S. Gladney as principal and Wm. McWhorter, alternate be appointed to deliver a missionary sermon at the next regular stated meeting of Pres​by​tery.

[65]







Pres. had a recess till after public worship.

Having again convened a recess was moved till after dinner.

Pres. again met. Brother D. L. Gray and A. McCallum were called upon to render reasons for not having complied with the directions of Pres. to fill the place of Rev. D. L. Russel, commissioner to the Gen’l Ass’y. which reasons were sustained.

On motion, Resolved that a free interchange of views and sentiments be had with regard to the religious instruction of the blacks.

Mr. G. A. Phifer, elder from Salem Ch. appeared, & rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Pres. had a recess till after public worship; and having again convened proceeded to busi​ness.

[66]

A Call was presented from the Mayhew Church for the ministerial labours of Mr. Horatio J. Bardwell, which on motion was placed in his hands.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning 8 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Saturday morning








8 o’clock, Oct 5

Pres. met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. The roll was called and absentees marked. Rev. C. Parrish of Nashville Pres. & Rev. A. B. Sawners of New Orleans Pres. being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Mr. Bardwell having accepted the call from Mayhew Church, On motion resolved, that when Pres. adjourns from this place, it meet at Starkville on Friday before the third Sabbath, in

[67]

Dec’r. at 11 o’clock a.m., for the purpose of ordaining and installing Mr. Bardwell as pastor of Mayhew Church. Rev. R. S. Gladney as principal & T. C. Stuart, alternate, were appointed to deliver the ordination sermon.—Rev. D. Wright to give the charge to the candidate & Wm. McWhorter to the people.

Ministers and elders were called on to give information with regard to measures having been taken for calling and settling pastors. 

Leave was granted to Hudsonville Ch. to employ Rev. D. L. Gray as stated supply.

Pres. appointed Rev. J. B. Stafford & Wm. McWhorter to hold a meeting and administer the Lord’s Supper at Ripley.

[68]

On motion, Resolved that Rev. W. A. Gray be permitted to supply the Churches of Bethel and Lebanon.

[a blank space follows]

It was announced from the chair according to the rules of our judicatory that this body is about to pass to the consideration of the business assigned for trial; & the members were reminded of their high character as Judges of the Court of Jesus Christ,-and the solemn duty in which they

[69]

are about to act.
 It was ascertained that the citation of Mr. Davis had been duly served. The charges were read to Mr. Davis. He declared himself entirely innocent.

Mr. J. N. Phifer asked and obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres​bytery.

On motion resolved, that the charges preferred against Mr. Davis be taken up in order.








Pres. had recess until after dinner.

After recess it was on motion, Resolved that brethren Anderson and Gladney be ap​pointed assistant Clerks to take testimony.

Charge first, specification first, was taken up and testimony called for. Rev. Messrs D. L. Gray and A. McCallum were called upon

[70]

to testify to charge 1st, Specif. 1st and affirmed.—Rev. C. Parrish was called on to witness for defendant on charge 1st, Specif. 1st and affirmed. Doct. Conkey and Mr. Gardner affirmed concerning 3rd. Specif. under charge 1st for defendant.

Pres. had a recess till after supper and again met and adjourned until Monday morning 8 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Monday morning








8 o’clock, Oct. 7

Pres. met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer. The roll was called and absentees marked.

Mr. James Elliott, elder from Philadelphia Ch. appeared and rendered reasons for tardi​ness which were sustained.

[71]

On motion, Resolved, that Rev. A. B. Sawners, editor of the New Orleans Observer, be permitted to make statements before Presbytery concerning that paper.

On motion, Resolved that this Pres. recommend the New Orleans Observer to the patron​age of the Christian community.

Brother Russel, delegate to the Gen’l. Ass’y. begged leave to report, which report was accepted.

On motion resolved that the recommendation of the Gen’l Ass’y respecting the reading of the scriptures, be put on docket.

The subject of the boundary line between the Synods of Alabama and Mississippi as fixed by the Gen’l Ass’y, was directed to be

[72]

put on docket.

On motion resolved, that the unfinished business of Saturday be taken up.—Charge 2nd was read, Mr. Davis objected to Specif. 2nd under Charge 2nd on the ground that he had never received a copy of said specification.—A committee consisting of J. H. Anderson and J. Elliott, was appointed to report on said specification, and the further consideration of it was deferred for the present.

Mr. John Black was called on to testify to Specif. 3rd under Charge 2nd and affirmed.—Mr. W. A. Ward gave testimony on the same specification.

The committee on Specif. 2nd under charge 2nd reported, which,

[73]

being received, was adopted and is as follows, viz-

The committee appointed to report on the matter of the 2nd Specification of Charge 2nd against Mr. Davis, beg leave to report that on reading said specification, the defendant objected to answering thereto for the reason that an important part of said specification was not contained in the citation which had been served upon him. The committee have com​pared the above specification as contained in the citation served upon the defendant with the specification as made by Presbytery contained in the minutes of the Spring ses​sions of Presbytery. The committee find that through inadvertence, the following part

[74]

of the above specification namely “that said note was not given for a valuable consi​der​ation, which he could prove by two witnesses absent from the State” was omit​ted to be copied in the citation by the clerk, but in lieu thereof is copied the affidavit made by Mr. Davis for the continuance of the case of Kinneth Clark & Co., against him in the Circuit Court of Lafayette County, Mississippi—a copy of the record of the above case had only been referred to in the specification above named as contained in the minutes of Pres. as a witness. The committee would therefore recommend, for the adoption of Presbytery the

[75]

following resolution viz.

Resolved, that the 2nd Specif. of Charge 2nd cannot, for the want of the service of a correct copy of the same upon the defendant, be taken into consideration in the trial of his case.

Charge 3rd was taken up. Rev. D. Wright witnessed to specification 1st under charge 4th. The Clerk commenced reading the testimony of Rev. J. B. Warren to which defendant objected that he had not received notice that this testimony would be introduced. The accused desired to explain. Leave was granted. The explanation being given it was re​solved that Mr. Davis be requested to give the same in writing.

[76]

Resolved, that, by the consent of parties, the Pres. proceed to read over the charges and specifications, and determine what particular charges or specifications shall be thrown out, on account of the absence of witnesses; or what statements, or papers shall be dis​pensed with in the father progress of this trial.

Resolved that the statements of absent witnesses to 1st Specif. under charge 1st be not used as testimony. For the same reason and by the same resolution, Specif. 2nd under Charge 2nd was laid aside.

Under Charge 3rd 1st & 2nd Specifications were laid aside.

Under Charge 4th spec’n. 3rd. was

[77]

laid aside.

Presbytery had a recess for 10 or 15 minutes, after which met again and resumed busi​ness. The testimony in the judicial case, having been heard, and the remarks of the parties concluded, the roll was called, and the general charge unanimously sustained.

The charges and specifications having all been read over & those laid aside to sustain which there were no witnesses & no other strictly legal testimony present, the Pres. pro​ceeded to read over to the accused, the remainder in order as follows, viz. Each charge was first read, and then the first specification under it. The accused was then heard in explanation and

[78]

defense by himself and by counsel- then the members of pres. were heard in support, and the accused again in his own defense. The whole of the charges to which he was required to answer, having been gone through, and the party & members of the judicature fully heard, the Pres. had recess for ten minutes.

After recess Pres. met (the accused and all other persons being out of the house) the roll was called, beginning with the elders, that each might express his judgment upon the general charge; when it appeared to be the unanimous opinion of the Pres. that it was satisfactorily established. The first charge was then read and the question was taken on it,

[79]

guilty or not guilty, the roll being called, answer guilty, unanimously. 

Charge 2nd, fraudulent transactions, was taken up. The roll being called the answer of the members was guilty.

Charge 3rd was laid aside.

Charge 4th was taken up; in reference to which, the opinion of Pres. is, that, although the specifications were not positively sustained by testimony introduced under said specifi​cations, yet the testimony of Rev. D. Wright, together with the knowledge of members, the admissions of the accused, made in his defense, & a variety of facts proved under other charges & specifications, fully satisfy our minds that the charge

[80]

is in fact established. The roll was called for a decision. Whereupon,

It is the judgment of this Pres. that the Rev. Thomas Davis be solemnly Deposed from the sacred office of Bishop; and further that he be suspended from the communion of the Church.

Mr. McWhorter asked & obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres​​bytery. 

After prayer Pres. had a recess. After recess Pres. again met, and after prayer, proceeded to business.

On motion Resolved, that Jno. H. Anderson be appointed temporary clerk for the re​mainder of the sessions of Presbytery.

Rev. D. Wright was appointed Stated Clerk pro. tem.

[81]

Rev. D. L. Russel & Rev. A. McCallum and elders Eli Neely & R. H. Buford were appointed a committee to organize one or two churches in the eastern part of Lafayette County.

Pres. proceeded, through its official organ, to announce to Mr. Davis its judgment in his case.

Mr. Davis gave notice to Pres. of his intention to appeal from the judgment of Pres. to the Synod of Alabama.

On motion, Rev. R. S. Gladney, Rev. W. A. Gray, and Elder J. Elliott, were appointed a committee to attend to the appeal in the case of Mr. Davis on the part of Pres. and that Mr. Gladney be chairman of the committee.

On motion Resolved that the

[82]

minute of Pres. relating to the ordination and installation of Mr. Bardwell be recon​si​dered: whereupon it was resolved that said minute be so amended that Rev. T. C. Stuart deliver the charge to the congregation; and that Rev. W. McWhorter be his alternate.

Rev. D. L. Russel, in view of the action of the Gen’l Ass’y. of the Presbyterian Church setting the line between the Synods of Alabama & Mississippi, requested, for himself and Rev. Samuel Hurd, a letter of dismission from the Pres. of Tombecbee to join the Clinton Pres.- which request, with the requests of Bro. D. L. Gray & Rev. A. McCallum for like letters of dismission was granted.

[83]

On motion resolved that the committees on missions and education be dissolved.

On motion, Resolved that elders R. H. Buford and Eli Neely be appointed a committee to receive the monies collected after the close of the missionary sermon, and report them to the Board of Missions of the Synod of Mississippi, and hold them subject to their order.






Pres. had a recess until after divine service.

The committee appointed to secure the funds to defray the expenses of the Law Suit, in​curred by the General Assembly,
 as the part assumed to be paid by the Tombecbee Pres​bytery—Reported by 
 [84]

the presentation of the amt. required.









Pres. again had a recess.

Mr. William Spencer asked leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery, which was granted.

Rev. R. S. Gladney & Mr. Campbell, elder, were nominated as commissioners to the next Gen’l Ass’y. & Rev. W. A. Gray & elder Doctor Jordan, their alternates.

Adjourned to meet at the time and place mentioned in a preceding minute.

Concluded with prayer and the Apostolical benediction.








William A. Gray,








       Moderator.








Attest. T. C. Stuart-








       Stated Clerk.
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Starkville, Mis’i.








Dec’r 15th, 1839

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment & was opened with prayer.—Members present. Thos. Archibald, T. C. Stuart, R. S. Gladney, W. A. Gray, [&] Wm. McWhorter.

Elders, Benj. Godfrey from Monroe Ch., Elijah Bardwell, Mayhew Church.

Members absent, H. Reid, D. Wright, J. B. Stafford, [&] James Martin.

The minutes of the last sessions were read. —

Mr. Horatio J. Bardwell delivered a sermon on the subject previously assigned him as a part of trial prior to ordination, which was sustained. —

Pres. had a recess for 20 minutes. After recess a communication from the Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Missions of the Gen’l Ass’y. was read

[86]

and referred to a committee consisting of Rev. R. S. Gladney & Benj. Godfrey. 

Also a communication signed by Rev. Messrs. H. Reid & D. Wright, asking a dismis​sion to join the Clinton Pres. “as it existed before the exscinding acts of the Assembly of 1837,” whereupon the Rev. W. McWhorter & the Rev. R. S. Gladney were appointed a committee to bring in a minute expressive of the views of this Pres. in regard to their application.

The Rev. Mr. Graves of the Pres. of Orange [North Carolina], being present, was invited to sit as a cor​responding member.

On motion resolved, that Rev. T. C. Stuart, & Mr. McWhorter be a committee to organize a Church at Aberdeen at any time that may best suit their own convenience.

[87]

On motion resolved, that Pres. hold its next regular sessions at Unity Ch. in Lowndes County on Thursday before the first Sabbath in April next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Adjourned to meet at the house of Rev. W. A. Gray this evening at 6 o’clock.









Concluded with prayer.








Six o’clock.

Pres. met according to adjournment, and being opened with prayer, proceeded to the ex​am​​ination of Mr. Bardwell on Ecclesiastical history and church government. His exam​i​nation was sustained as satisfactory. Having been previously examined on experimental religion, literary and scientific attainments & theology, it was resolved that his ordination be attended to on tomorrow

[88]

at 11 o’clock; and that, in the absence of the Rev. D. Wright, the Rev. Thos. Archibald pre​side and give the charge to the newly ordained minister.

On motion resolved that it be enjoined upon the members of Pres. to use special efforts to obtain funds to defray the expenses of a Commissioner to the General Assembly.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draw up a summary of the New School doc​trines with a refutation of the same, to be submitted to Pres. at its next Sessions, with a view to their publication for distribution within our bounds. — Rev. R. S. Gladney, and Mr. D. Love, elder, were appointed to this committee.

[89]

Adjourned to meet in the church tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock.








Saturday morning,








Decem. 14th
Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read.

The committee to whom was referred the communication of the Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Missions, made a report, which was accepted & adopted, and is as fol​lows, viz.

1. — We have no ministers unemployed, nor any licentiates under our care.

2. — Nearly all of our ministers are dependant upon some secular

[90]

employment for a support. They, however, preach every Sabbath, and hold protracted meetings
 whenever opportunities offer. The Rev. Horatio J. Bardwell, if aided to the amount of $150, would be enabled to devote himself wholly to the work of the ministry.

3. — We have, within our bounds, several vacant churches. Most of them are very feeble, having been recently organized. We have none that are able singly to support a minister. Beersheba & Sardis in Pickens County, Ala.,
 with some assistance from the Board might support a single man. Carmel & Shukaloc Churches in Kemper Co. Miss. are perhaps able to support a minister. Smyrna in Kemper & Philadelphia in Nashoba Co. Miss. are perhaps able to support a minister. Smyrna in Kemper & Philadelphia in Nashoba, could

[91]

very nearly support a minister without a family. Many of these if supplied with regular preaching would soon grow strong enough to support a minister. We cannot state what aid they would respectively need. We have vacant ground in our bounds which ought, if possible to be occupied. Many settlements where there might be small churches organ​i​zed, are calling for Presbyterian preaching.

4. — We have no missionaries laboring within our bounds; but one Pastor.
 Few of our ministers could be employed as missionaries, occupying already, as missionaries, all the ground they can. The Rev. T. C. Stuart is willing to labour as a missionary, believing that he could, in other fields, be more useful. The Presbytery would

[92]

most cordially recommend him to your Board as an efficient and faithful minister. We would further recommend the application of the Mayhew Church, of which the Rev. Horatio J. Bardwell is pastor, for $150, made through this Presbytery. 

The committee would further recommend that a committee be appointed to conduct the business of mis​sions within our bounds, and to correspond with the Gen’l Assembly’s Board of Mis​sions, to collect all necessary information in regard to the wants of our country, & report to Pres. at its regular Sessions. — Rev. Thos. C. Stuart, Rev. Wm. A. Gray & Mr. James Elliott were appointed a standing committee of missions in this Pres.

[93]

The committee on the request of Rev. H. Reid & D. Wright reported, & their report was accepted & adopted. It as follows, viz, 

Whereas, the Rev. H. Reid and D. Wright, in an application, by letter, to this Pres. for dis​mission, complain of the injustice and oppression of the Tombeckbee Pres. in adhering to the Gen’l Ass’y. of the Presbyterian Ch. in the United States
; and of being deprived of their rights as men and Christians in not being privileged openly to proclaim and declare in Pres. that there is no true Gen’l Ass’y.

And whereas, in view of these & similar grievances, they request to be dismissed to join the Clin-

[94]

ton Pres. as it existed before the exscinding acts of the Gen’l Ass’y. of 1837. 

Pres. having considered the extraordinary nature of their grievances, in connection with their request, Resolved, that said request be not granted; and that a copy of this report be sent to them.

Whereas the Synod of Alabama
 at its last sessions reversed the decision of this Pres. in the case of the Rev. Thomas Davis; and whereas this Pres. do not believe that Synod could, with a full understanding of the case, have reversed said decision, therefore Re​solved, that Pres. still adhere to its decision.

The order of the day having arrived, Rev. R. S. Gladney deliv-

[95]

ered an appropriate sermon from 2 Tim. 2:15, and Mr. Bardwell, having satisfactorily answered the questions proposed to him, Presbytery proceeded to set him apart to the full exercise of the gospel ministry by prayer and the imposition of hands; and to install him as the pastor of Mayhew church. — The newly ordained minister was invited to take a seat as a member of Presbytery.









Recess until 3 o’clock.

Met again and resumed business.

Rev. R. S. Gladney, Rev. J. J. Bardwell, and Mr. D. Love, were appointed a standing com​​mittee of education.

The following overture was submitted to Presbytery, viz.

Whereas Calvin Cushman, a ru-

[96]

ling elder in the Mayhew Ch. denies one of the doctrines of the Presbyterian Ch. to wit that of infant baptism; and whereas the church session is small, therefore the advice and direction of Pres.
 is respectfully requested; which, on motion, was received, and to which Pres. returned the following answer.

Resolved, that in the opinion of Pres. the views of Mr. Cushman in regard to infant bap​tism, do not disqualify him for private membership, but only for acting regularly as ruling elder; and therefore recommend to the session that they request Mr. Cushman to decline acting except upon such occasions as they may think proper.

Mr. James Elliott, a ruling elder in Philadelphia Ch. was appointed Treasurer of Presby​tery.

[97]

A letter was received from Mr. L. B. Gaston, a candidate under our care assigning rea​sons for absence from our last and present sessions, which were sustained as satisfac​tory.

Adjourned to meet at the time and place specified in a former resolution.

Concluded with singing, prayer, and the Apostolical benediction.








William A. Gray, 








Moderator.








Attest.
Thomas C. Stuart









Stated Clerk.
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Unity Church, Missi.








April 2nd, 1840.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment. A congregation not being present,
 Presbytery was opened with reading a portion of the holy Scriptures, singing and prayer.

The roll being called, the following members answered to their names, viz.

Ministers





Elders

T. C. Stuart.





D. Love, Bethel Church

W. A. Gray.





A. C. J. Wetherall, Providence

W. McWhorter.

H. J. Bardwell.

Members absent. Jas. B. Stafford, T. Archibald, Jas. Martin, H. Reid, D. Wright & R. S. Gladney.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 








Concluded with prayer.
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Friday morning,








9 o’clock, April 3rd.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday.

Presbytery proceeded to the election of a Moderator and Clerk. Rev. T. C. Stuart was chosen Moderator, and Rev. W. McWhorter, Clerk, pro. tem.

The minutes of the last stated sessions & the adjourned meeting not being present, Pres​by​tery proceeded to business.

Rev. H. J. Bardwell & Mr. Wetherall, were appointed a Committee to examine the rec​ords of Bethel Church. 

Rev. W. McWhorter & Mr. Love to examine the records of Mayhew Church.

The Committee on the records of Bethel Church, reported, and recommended their appro​val to page 8. —

[100]

The Rev. Mr. Rice of the Presbytery of Union, and the Rev. Mr. Feemster of the Inde​pe​ndent Presbyterian Church,
 being present, were invited to sit as corresponding mem​bers.

The Committee appointed to organize a Church at Aberdeen,
 reported that they had com​​​plied with their instructions; that on the 22nd of July, they organized a Church, con​sisting of ten members, which was received under the care of Presbytery. Mr. John S. White, an elder from this Church, appeared and took his seat as a member.

The minutes of the last stated sessions & of the adjourned meeting of Pres. were read.

Rev. R. S. Gladney, having appeared in Presbytery, was called on

[101]

for reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

The Committee on the records of Mayhew Church, reported, which report was received and accepted, and ordered to be inserted in the Session book. —

The Committee appointed to hold a sacramental meeting at Ripley, reported that they had attended to the same, which report was received and approved.

Mr. Robert T. Johnson, a graduate of Danville [another hand adds the word “Centre”] College, Ky.
 presented himself, and desired to be taken under the care of Presbytery as a candidate for the gospel ministry. —On motion the Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. Johnston on experimental religion and his views in desiring the office of a minister of Jesus Christ. Pres-

[102]

bytery, being satisfied with his examination, received him under their care. The following exercises were assigned to Mr. Johnston as parts of trial preparatory to the sacred office, viz. Latin Exegesis, “An sit ponera sceleratarum eternal?” — Critical exercise, John 15th chapter, first five verses.

Mr. Elzy Williams, elder from Unity church, appeared in Presbytery, and having rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained, took his seat as a member.

A petition from Aberdeen church was received, asking leave to employ Rev. T. C. Stuart one fourth of his time as stated supply, which was granted. Pres. took a recess till after divine service.

A communication from Rev. J. B. Stafford was received & read in which

[103]

he gave reasons for not attending the present sessions of Presbytery, which were not sus​tained.

Rev. R. S. Gladney and elder White were appointed a Committee to examine the records of Unity Church. This Committee reported and their report was received & approved. 

Bethel Church asked leave to employ Rev. W. A. Gray one half of his time as stated supply, which was granted.

Providence Church asked leave to employ Rev. W. McWhorter one fourth of his time, which was granted.

Rev. R. S. Gladney and Mr. Love were appointed a Committee to prepare a minute ex​pres​sive of the views of this Presbytery in reference to the course of the Session of Provi​dence Church.

 [104]

A communication was received from the Secretary of the Board of Education which was referred to the Committee on education.

Rev. James Martin appeared in Presbytery and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Inasmuch as Presbytery is unable to send a Commissioner to the General Assembly,
 a Committee, consisting of Rev. R. S. Gladney, Rev. Jas. Martin and elder J. S. White, was appointed to draw up a memorial to the General Assembly in relation to the boundary line of this Presbytery, and of the line between the Synods of Alabama and Mississippi.

On motion resolved, that when Presbytery adjourn from this place it meet at Aberdeen on Thursday

[105]

before the 4th Sabbath in September at 7 o’clock p.m.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.









Concluded with prayer.








Saturday morning








9 o’clock, Apr. 4th
Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday.

The members of Presbytery contributed five dollars
 to the contingent fund of the Assem​bly to procure the minutes of their next meeting.

The Committee appointed to report on the course of the Session of Providence Church, reported, and their report was received and adopted & is as follows, viz—

Whereas the Session of Providence Church made a communication to the Secretary of the Board of Missions upon the supposition that Brother Stuart,

[106]

our missionary, was to labor in the Town of Pontotoc; and whereas the labors of Brother Stuart during the last year in that place were according to the instructions of Presbytery; and whereas Bro. Stuart’s labors will be directed to those points where most needed; and lest said communication of the Session of Providence Church should make any incorrect impressions on the Secretary of the Board, having originated in mistake and being unnec​es​sary; therefore resolved, that Bro. Stuart’s conduct has, at all times, been prudent and circumspect; and Presbytery being entirely satisfied with him, hope that the confidence of the Board in him, will not be, in the least, diminished. And to remove any

[107]

unfavorable impression that said communication may have made, in reference, either to the prudence of Bro. Stuart, or the field of his labors, Resolved that a copy of this minute be transmitted to the Secretary of the Board of Missions.

Mr. Allen Sloan, an elder from Farmington church, appeared in Presbytery & took his seat as a member.

A Church called Bethsalem,
 organized in Winston County by Rev. Jas. Martin, con​sist​ing of fifteen members, was, at their own request, taken under the care of Presbytery.

The Committee appointed to draw up a memorial to the General Assembly,
 reported, which was accepted & adopted and is as follows, viz—

Whereas, on application of the Tom-

[108]

becbee Presbytery to the Synod of Alabama, said Presbytery was divided and a portion its territory given to the Clinton Presbytery, belonging to the Synod of Mississippi, leaving the Presbytery small, numbering only six ministers whose attendance upon its sessions are regular; and leaving us only newly organized and feeble churches, at this time unable to raise funds to defray the expenses of a delegate to the Assembly; and whereas the Synod at its last Sessions recommended that the Counties of Chickasaw, Monroe, Ponto​toc, Ittawamby [sic], Tippah, & Tishomingo, be likewise transferred to the Clinton Pres​by​tery & Synod of Mississippi; thus diminishing the number of our churches, taking

[109]

away two of our most efficient and regular ministers; and leaving us with only four min​is​ters, rendering it uncertain whether we could always have a quorum, and excluding us from a representation in, the General Assembly; therefore your memorialists pray that said recommendation be not complied with. They would further pray the Assembly that the boundaries of this Presbytery be so altered as to include the whole of Choctaw, Chick​asaw, and Pontotoc Counties; and that the line, bounding it on the north, run due East, commencing at the Northwest corner of Pontotoc County until it strikes the Tus​kaloosa [sic] Presbytery on the East, thus leaving the counties of Tippah and Tishomingo to be connected with

[110]

the Western District Presbytery. The reason for this is, that those two Counties, while they are quite convenient to the Western District Presbytery, are so remote from any convenient place of holding our sessions that their ministers are seldom able to attend, and their churches are beyond our reach. A copy of this memorial was directed to be forwarded to the next General Assembly.

The committee appointed at our last meeting to report on the New School doctrines,
 made a report, which was heard and accepted, and by order of Presbytery, was recom​mitted to the committee (to which Rev. James Martin & Rev. H. J. Bardwell were added) with a view to prepare it for publication.

[111]

After a short recess Presbytery again met. 

Mr. L. B. Gaston, a candidate under our care, appeared; and on motion, it was resolved that we now hear the parts of trial previously assigned him, preparatory to licensure. Mr. Gaston accordingly delivered a popular sermon and critical exercise, which, after deliber​ation, were sustained.

Presbytery, having heard all the trials assigned Mr. Gaston, and he having satisfactorily answered the questions proposed to him, proceeded to license him to preach the gospel within our bounds, or wherever God in his providence may cast his lot.

The Rev. Mr. Murr[a]y, of Morganton [North Carolina]
[112]

Presbytery, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

It was moved and seconded that Bro. Murr[a]y, be cordially invited to labor within the bounds of this Presbytery.

Mr. Rosamond, a licentiate of the Presbytery of Harmony [South Carolina], and a Mis​sionary of the Gen​eral Assembly’s Board, was invited to continue his labors among us.

The Stated Clerk presented the annual Statistical Report of Presbytery to the General Assembly, which was received, adopted and ordered to be forwarded.

Adjourned to meet at the time and place specified in a former resolution. Concluded with singing, prayer & the Apostolical benediction.








T. C. Stuart, Stated Clerk.

[113]

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the Tombecbee Presbytery Reported, that on Page 53 there is a blank not filled out- and on Page 68 a similar omission- and on Page 94 a resolution of Presbytery not to submit to the decision of Synod in the case of Rev. Thomas Davis. With three exceptions the committee recommended that the minutes be approved to Page 112.

The committee appointed to bring in a report relative to the conduct of the Tombecbee Pres. in the case of Rev. T. Davis as recorded on page 94 of their minutes recommend- that this Synod recommend said Prs. to recess Order Proceedings & submit to the decis​ion of Synod in the case. Wahalok, Miss. Oct. 24, 1840. Thos. Witherspoon, Mod. Synod of Ala. [This penmanship of this note is extremely difficult to read and this trans​crip​tion represents a “best guess” as to its wording.—ed.]

[114]







Aberdeen, Miss.








Sep. 24th, 1840

The Presbytery of Tombecbee met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator of the last meeting from Isa. 26:10. Constituted by prayer.

Members present. James B. Stafford, Thomas C. Stuart, William A. Gray, Horatio J. Bardwell; with the elders Elijah Bardwell from Mayhew Church, John S. White, Aber​deen Church.

Members absent. Henry Reid, David Wright, Thomas Archibald, James Martin, R. S. Gladney, & Wm. McWhorter.

Presbytery proceeded to the election of a moderator and clerk, pro tem. Rev. J. B. Staf​ford was chosen moderator, and H. J. Bardwell clerk.  The minutes of the last stated ses​sions were read.

[115]

Rev. T. C. Stuart and elder J. S. White were appointed a committee of arrangements.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Friday morning, 








Sept. 25th 1841

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday.

Since the last stated meeting of Presbytery, Rev. David Wright, a member of this body, has been removed by death.







Presbytery had a recess until after dinner.

After recess Rev. T. C. Stuart reported that he had organized a church in Ittawamby [sic] County called Olney,
 consisting of eight members; and one in Chickasaw County called Antioch,
 consisting of five members, which on motion, were received under the care of Presbytery.

[116]

Mr. E. Bardwell, the elder from Mayhew Church, stated to Presbytery that that Church was still unable to support a minister, and desired that the aid which they received from the Board of Missions the present year, should be continued during the next year: where​upon it was resolved that the Mayhew Church be recommended to the Board of Missions for the amt. desired; and that the Committee of Missions of this Presbytery make the nec​es​sary application to the Assembly’s board.

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Saturday morning








Sept. 26th 1841.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday.

[117]

The minutes of yesterday were read. Rev. R. S. Gladney having appeared and rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained, took his seat as a member.

Mr. Robert Dowdle, an elder from Unity Church appeared and took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

On motion it was resolved that a committee be appointed to take into consideration the condition of the Columbus Church and bring in a report— The Rev. Messrs. Gladney and Stuart were appointed that committee.

Presbytery proceeded to hear the trial exercises of Mr. R. T. Johnston the candidate under our care. Having read his Latin Exegesis it was referred to Rev. Messrs Gray & Bardwell as a committee to report on the same.

[118]

Mr. Johnston also read a critical exercise on the subject assigned him at our last meeting, which was sustained. Presbytery assigned to Mr. Johnston as a subject for a lecture, Rom. 5 ch. from the 12th to the 19th verse inclusive; and as a text for a popular sermon Eph. 2.8.

Rev. H. J. Bardwell as principal and Rev. W. A. Gray alternate, was nominated a com​mis​sioner to the next General Assembly. 

Rev. W. A. Gray and Rev. H. J. Bardwell were appointed to hold a sacramental meeting at Unity Church before the next regular meeting of Presbytery.

The committee, to whom was referred Mr. Johnston’s Latin Exegesis, reported and rec​om​mended that it be sustained

[119]

which was received and adopted.

Presbytery resumed the examination of Mr. Johnston on the languages & sciences. —








Recess till after divine service.

After recess, the committee appointed in relation to the condition of the Columbus church reported; which report was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz.

Whereas more than $9000 have been expended in rearing a Presbyterian church in Colum​bus, Missi. And whereas various circumstances have conspired to diminish the strength and resources of said church, there being now suits against it for more than $3000, which the church is not able to liquidate: and whereas this is a point highly important to be occupied by Presbyterians, and said church is

[120]

now placed entirely at the disposal of Presbytery,
 therefore resolved,

1. That it is the duty of this Presbytery to do all in their power to prevent the church from being sold, & to save it for the use and benefit of Presbyterianism.

2nd. That in our view no money could be contributed to any cause of more importance to Presbyterianism. We ask nothing for the congregation in Columbus; we ask it for the ben​e​fit of Presbyterianism.

3rd. That we do authorize the Rev. Thomas Morrow of Tuscaloosa Presbytery to act as agent in collecting funds to rescue said church; and that we most cordially recommend him to the confidence of the church at large.

4th. That a copy of our proceedings together 

[121]

with those of the Trustees of said Church, be sent to Brother Morrow for his use in said agency.

On motion Presbytery sustained Mr. Johnston’s examination on the languages and sci​ences as parts of trial.

Adjourned to meet at Wahalok at the call of the moderator, during the sessions of Synod, and the apostolical benediction.








Wahalok








22nd Oct. 1840

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator according to adjournment. 

Members present, Thomas Archibald, William A. Gray, [&] Horatio J. Bardwell. Elders John F. Mosely, Shukalok Church, [&] James Elliott, Philadelphia.

Members absent, T. C. Stuart, J. B. Stafford, J. Martin, R. S. Gladney, [&]

[122]

W. McWhorter—

On motion, Wm. A. Gray was appointed moderator & James Elliott, Clerk pro. tem.

Presbytery opened with prayer. The minutes of the last sessions were read.

Mr. Archibald rendered reasons for absence from the last meeting of Presbytery which were not sustained.

Rev. Lemuel Murray of the Presbytery of Morganton, presented a certificate of dismis​sion from said Presbytery to join the Presbytery of Alabama. It appeared to the satis​faction of Presbytery from the statement of Mr. Murray, and a letter accompanying his certification that the name of Alabama Presby. was by mistake, inserted instead of

[123]

Tombecbee. This mistake was considered of no importance & Brother Murray was re​ceived as a member of this Presbytery after undergoing a satisfactory examination on Theol​ogy.

On motion Presbytery had a recess until called again by the moderator.







Friday 23rd.

Presbytery met at the call of the moderator. Present as yesterday.

Rev. R. S. Gladney, being present, took his seat as a member of Presbytery. Also S. M. Goode, elder from Wahalok Church.

A petition of the Wahalok [another hand has crossed out Wahalok and inserted Carmel] and Shukalok churches, praying to be united into one church by the name of Wahalok, was presented; and on motion resolved, that the prayer of the petitioners be granted; and that these churches and their sessions be united in one.

Presbytery had recess until called

[124]

together by the moderator.








Saturday, Oct. 24th 








½ past 10 o’clock p.m. [sic]

Presbytery met. There appearing no further business, Presbytery adjourned to meet on the Thursday before the first Sabbath in April 1841 at 7 o’clock p.m. in the city of Columbus.

Closed by singing a doxology and prayer.





Attest





       Thomas C. Stuart. —







Stated Clerk.

Approved-Oct 22, 1841






Moderator of Synod






R. S. Gladney
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Columbus








24th April 1841

The Presbytery of Tombecbee, having been providentially hindered from meeting at the time to which it stood adjourned, in consequence of high waters, met at the suggestion of the Stated Clerk, and was constituted by prayer.

Members present—T. C. Stuart, R. S. Gladney, W. A. Gray, with the elder John S. White from Aberdeen Church.

Members absent—J. B. Stafford, J. Martin, T. Archibald, H. J. Bardwell, W. McWhorter and L. Murray [another hand adds “& H. Reid].”

Rev. R. S. Gladney was chosen moderator.

The chairman of the Committee of Missions made a report which was approved.

On motion resolved, that the Stated Clk. be authorized and requested to make out and forward a narrative of the state of religion within our bounds to the next

[126]

General Assembly. 


Whereas the Synod of Alabama, at its last meeting recommended this Presbytery to re​consider its decision in the case of Rev. T. Davis and submit to Synod, therefore Resol​ved, that in obedience to Synod this Presbytery do reconsider the case, and admit that said resolution was unconstitutional, but are still of the opinion that the deposition of Mr. Davis was in accordance with the discipline of the church.

Rev. T. C. Stuart reported that he had organized a church in Tishomingo County called Bethany,
 consisting of 20 members, which was received under the care of Presbytery.

A communication was received from Rev. Wm. McWhorter, asking a dismission to join the Presbytery of South Carolina. On motion Resolved that his request be granted; and that a copy of this minute be forwarded to him.

[127]

Rev. W. A. Gray presented the request of Rev. L. Murray for a dismission to join the Pres​​bytery of Concord. The request of Br. Murray was granted and the Stated Clk. was directed to forward him the necessary testimonials.

Mr. J. M. Morrow, a candidate for the ministry under the care of the Tuscaloosa Presby​tery, presented a certificate of dismission and recommendation, and requested to be re​ceived under our care. He was received accordingly.

A communication was received from Mr. Henry McDonald, a licentiate under the care of the Mississippi Presbytery, asking permission to labor within our bounds, which was granted.

Rev. Messrs Gray and Martin were appointed a Committee to organize a ch., ordain elders and administer the sac-

[128]

rament at Dixon in the lower part of Nashoba County.

A communication was received from Mr. L. Thompson, a licentiate of Transylvania Pres​bytery [Kentucky], informing us that he was within our bounds and expected to remain for a time. Re​solved that Mr. Thompson be directed to supply the vacant churches in his neigh​bor​hood.

Mr. White, the elder from Aberdeen church, asked permission to employ Mr. M. G. Philips, a licentiate of South Alabama Presbytery, as a stated supply for the present year, which was granted. And Mr. Philips was also requested to supply Unity Church as often as convenient. — On motion resolved, that Presbytery hold its next semiannual sessions at Aberdeen on Thursday before

[129]

the fourth Sabbath in September at 7 o’clock p.m.

Mr. Morrow read a critical exercise from Romans 8.18-23 inclusive; also a lecture on the 87 Psalm, subjects assigned him by the Tuscaloosa Presbytery, which were sustained as satisfactory. Mr. Morrow was examined on the Greek language, which was approved.

Whereas the Rev. Henry Reid requested a dismission from this Presbytery, assigning reasons for his request which could not be sustained by Presbytery: And whereas he has since left the bounds of this Presbytery, apparently disclaiming its jurisdiction, & is un​der​stood to be laboring as a newschoolman; therefore resolved that his name be stricken from our roll.
 

Presbytery had recess until after dinner. After recess Presbytery having met Mr Morrow

[130]

read a popular sermon on the subject previously assigned him by Rev. R. S. Gladney, which, after deliberation, was sustained.

Presbytery proceeded to examine Mr. Morrow on Theology, which was sustained; and being satisfied with his various parts of trial: of his aptness to teach; and he having ans​wered the questions required by the Confession of Faith, did license him to preach the gos​pel as a probationer within our bounds, or wherever God in his providence may cast his lot.

Mr. James Summerville, a graduate of Chapel Hill University, presented himself to Pres​bytery and desired to be received under our care as a candidate for the gospel minis​try. Presbytery examined him on experimental religion and motives which influ​enced him to desire the sacred office: also on the Latin and Greek lan-

[131]

gauges and sciences, which being cordially sustained, he was received under our care.

[“]An regnum Christi eternum sit[”] was assigned to Mr. Summerville as a thesis for a Latin exegesis. The first chapter of Hebrews for a critical exercise.

Adjourned to meet at the time and place specified in a former resolution.

Concluded with singing, prayer and the Apostolical benediction.






Attest








Thomas C. Stuart








Stated Clerk.

[132]








Aberdeen








Sep. 23, 1841

The Presbytery of Tombecbee met according to adjournment, and was opened with a ser​mon by the moderator of the last meeting from Numbers 23.10. Constituted by prayer. 

Members present—T. C. Stuart, R. S. Gladney, W. A. Gray, with the elder John M. Erwin from Bethel Church.

Members absent, T. Archibald, J. B. Stafford, J. Martin, H. J. Bardwell. 

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Friday morning








8 o’clock, Sept. 24.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday.

Rev. W. A. Gray was chosen Moderator. The minutes of the last sessions were read.

 [133]

W. H. Craven, an elder from Columbus church, and Samuel J. Wilson from Philadelphia church, appeared and took their seats as members of Presbytery.

Calls, supplications &c. were called for.

The elder from Bethel church asked and obtained leave to employ Mr. J. M. Morrow as a stated supply until the next meeting of Presbytery.

Bethany church presented a request through the Stated Clerk for permission to employ the Rev. Mr. Gillespy, of North Alabama Presbytery as their stated supply for the ensuing year. Which was granted. —

The elder from Columbus church
 asked permission to employ the Rev. Mr. Lyon
 of Hol​ston Presbytery [Tennessee], as their stated supply for

[134]

one year, which was granted.

The committee appointed to organize a church at Dixon in Nashoba County, reported that they were unable to organize because there was not a session present from Philadelphia church to dismiss the members. A request having been made by the elder from Phila​delphia church that the organization take place, it was on motion resolved, that the same committee be continued.

John 1.12, was assigned to Mr. Summerville as the subject of a sermon, and 1 Cor. 2 chap. and 5 first verses for a lecture.

Adjourned to meet at Starkville on Friday before the first Sabbath in April next at 11 o’clock a.m.

[135]







Concluded with prayer.





Attest







Thomas C. Stuart, Std. Clk.

The following resolutions were passed by the Synod of Alabama at its last meeting in Tus​caloosa, viz,

1st. That although there has been informality in the late meetings of the Presbytery of Tombecbee,
 this Synod still regard their presbyterial acts as valid.

2nd. That this Synod approve of the measures taken by certain members to secure a con​sti​tu​tional meeting of said Presbytery: and that Bishop J. B. Stafford is still the consti​tu​tional moderator.—

[136]







Starkville, March 31, 1842







Thursday 11 o’clock a.m.

Some members of Presbytery met upon the call of the Moderator in accordance with the resolution of Synod, and there not being a quorum present, they adjourned from time to time until April 2nd,
 when a quorum being present, Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Members present. Wm. A. Gray, R. S. Gladney, and H. H. Bardwell.

Elders-Jno. Rupert, Wahalok; S. J. Wilson, Phila., D. McDougald, Mayhew, W. H. Craven, Columbus, W. McMullen, Antioch, Abner Meek, Louisville, Robert Dowdle, Unity, & D. Love Bethel.

Members absent. T. Archibald, T. C. Stuart, J. B. Stafford, [&] J. Martin.

Presbytery proceeded to the election of Moderator and Clerk. Rev. W. A. Gray
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was chosen Moderator and R. S. Gladney Clerk, pro tem; after which had recess for an hour.

After recess Presbytery met when Rev. J. A. Lyon presented a letter of dismission from Holston Presbytery, and after examination, was received as a member.

Mr. H. McDonald, a licentiate, presented a certificate of dismission from the Mississippi Presbytery and was received under our care.—

A newly organized church called Carolina
 was reported by Rev. Wm. A. Gray and taken under the care of Presbytery. Mr. Alexander, McKay, an elder from this church, being present, took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

Also, Colbert,
 a newly organized church was reported by Rev. H. J. Bardwell & taken under the care of Presbytery.

A petition for the ministerial services
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of Rev. D. McNair being presented by the elder from Wahalok church, was granted.

A similar petition for the services of Mr. John Morrow, was presented by the elder from Bethel Church, which was granted.

Rev. Mr. Jones of the Methodist Church, being present, was invited to sit as a cor​res​pond​​ing member.

A letter was received from Mr. L. B. Gaston, which was laid on the table.

Mr. Meek, elder from Louisville Church, requested that a supply be provided for said church; whereupon Rev. H. J. Bardwell, D. Love, and Wm. McMullen were appointed a Committee of supplies.
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Church records being called for, the following were submitted, viz-Bethel, Wahalok, Columbus, Carolina & Mayhew. Rev. H. J. Bardwell & Elder J. Rupert were appointed a committee to examine the records of Bethel, Columbus, & Carolina; and Rev. J. A. Lyon & D. Love to examine the records of Wahalok, Philadelphia, Mayhew & Unity.

Presbytery had a recess of 15 minutes to meet at the house of Rev. H. J. Bardwell. 

After recess Presbytery met, when a reference from the session of the ch. at Philadelphia was presented and read.
 The moderator having reminded the judicature that they were about to sit as a court of Jesus Christ, Presbytery proceeded to hear the case. The charges were read. Rev. J. A. Lyon was chosen by Mr. Allen to conduct
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the trial on his behalf; and Rev. H. J. Bardwell was appointed to conduct the trial on the part of Presbytery. After some conversation, the parties having declared their readiness to enter upon the trial; Mr. Wilson proceeded to read the testimony in support of the charges; the accused reading in connection such cross testimony as to him appeared proper.





Presbytery then had recess till half past seven o’clock.

After recess Presbytery having met & Mr. Wilson having finished the testimony in support of the charges, Mr. Allen proceeded to read the testimony in defense of himself. All the testimony being read, Mr. Bardwell was heard in behalf of Presbytery, and Mr. Lyon in behalf
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of the accused. The question was then submitted, Are the charges sustained? And decided as follows, viz-

Affirmative. McKay, Meek, Love, McMullen, Rupert, Craven & Wilson—7.

Negative. Gladney, Dowdle—2.

Non Liquet. McDougald. 

Rev. J. A. Lyon, being defendant [sic], did not vote. Rev. H. J. Bardwell waived his right of voting and was excused.

It was then resolved that Mr. Allen be suspended from church privileges until he give evidence of penitence and reformation.

Adjourned to meet at the church on Monday morning at 8 o’clock.

Concluded with prayer.








Monday morning,








April 4th.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

Rev. H. J. Bardwell reported on the
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Records of Bethel Church. The report was adopted, and the records were approved to page 9, with the following exception—the omission to record the members of the session who were present at sessional meetings.

Mr. Bardwell also reported on the records of Columbus church. The report was received and referred back to the committee, to which Rev. R. S. Gladney was added, with a view to bring in a minute expressive of the views of Presbytery.

On motion Presbytery proceeded to the examination of Mr. J. Morrow
 and Mr. H. McDonald,
 licentiates under the care of Presbytery with a view to their ordination. Hav​ing examined them according to the discipline,
 and having heard their
[143]

discourses on the subjects assigned them, Presbytery sustained these trials. Mr. Morrow was exempted from the study of Hebrew on account of the weakness of his eyes.
 The Presbytery being satisfied with the trials of the candidates, Rev. R. S. Gladney was ap​pointed to preach the ordination sermon and preside, and Rev. J. A. Lyon to deliver the charge.

Rev. J. A. Lyon reported on the records of Unity church, which were approved, with remarks of the committee. Also in the records of Wahalok and Philadelphia, approving of said records.

Rev. H. J. Bardwell reported on the records of Columbus church, approving the same with one remark.

The following resolutions were then passed, viz-   Resolved,
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1st. That it be a standing rule at each regular semiannual meeting of this Presbytery, a discourse on some doctrinal subject be delivered by a member appointed at the previous meeting. In accordance with this resolution Brother Bardwell was appointed to deliver a discourse on the subject of baptism at the next meeting.

2nd. That at each semiannual meeting, Presbytery hold a conference on some practical subject selected at the previous meeting. The following subject was assigned for the next meeting, viz. The best mode of sermonizing for this western country.

3rd. That the making & vending of ardent spirits, thereby promoting intemperance, is criminal and ought not
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to be tolerated in church members.

A Latin thesis from Mr. J. Sommerville, a candidate under the care of Presbytery, was submitted by Rev. R. S. Gladney and referred to a committee consisting of Rev. Messrs. Gladney and Bardwell.—The committee recommended that said thesis be sustained as a part of trial, which report was received and approved.

Mr. J. Morrow was elected Treasurer of Presbytery.









Recess till 7½ o’clock.

Half past 7 o’clock. Presbytery met.

The ordination sermon was delivered by the presiding minister, and the candidates having satisfactorily answered the questions required by our discipline, Presbytery proceeded to set them apart by prayer and the imposition of hands to the sacred office
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of the Ministry: after the charge was delivered by Rev. J. A. Lyon.

Rev. H. J. Bardwell from the committee of supplies, submitted a report, which was adopted and is as follows, viz.-

Lyon, Morrow and Gladney to visit and administer the sacraments at Aberdeen, Colbert, Unity & Beersheba.

McDonald & McNair to visit Philadelphia & Carolina.

Bardwell & Martin to visit Lebanon and Bethsalem.

Bardwell & McDonald, Louisville.

Martin & McNair—Smyrna.

Morrow & Stuart—Antioch.

Gray, Stuart, & Stafford, the vacant churches in the north part of our bounds.

Adjourned to meet at Bethel
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church on Thursday before the 4th Sabbath in September at 11 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with singing & prayer.







Attest

T. C. Stuart









Stated Clerk.









Bethel Church, 









Sept. 22, 1842

The Presbytery of Tombecbee met according to adjournment. The moderator being un​well & the congregation small, the opening sermon was dispensed with. After a hymn was sung and a portion of the sacred Scriptures read, Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Members present. Bishops T. C. Stuart, W. A. Gray, H. J. Bardwell, H. McDonald & J. Morrow.—

Elders. D. McDonald, Mayhew Church. W. McMullen, Antioch. D. Love, Bethel.—

Members absent. T. Archibald, J. B. Stafford, J. A. Martin & J. A. Lyon.
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Presbytery proceeded to the election of [a] moderator & of a clerk, pro tem. Bishop H. J. Bardwell was chosen moderator & H. McDonald Clerk. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read.

Bishop J. A. Lyon and Elders W. H. Craven, Columbus Church, J. F. Mosely, Wahalok, appeared, and having rendered satisfactory excuses for tardiness, took their seats as mem​bers.

Bishop Daniel McNair
 presented a certificate of dismission from the Presbytery of Holly Springs
 to this Presbytery, and after examination, was admitted as a member.

Messrs Stuart and Love were appointed a committee on the minutes of the last General Assembly. Rev. J. Morrow reported that he had organized a church called Bethel Green,
 which was received under the care of Presbytery. Mr. W. B. Cavanah, ruling elder from said church, appeared and took his seat as a member of Presbytery.
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Rev. H. McDonald reported that he had organized a church called the Erin Presbyterian Church,
 which was received.—

Rev. D. McNair reported that he had organized a church at Macon
 called the Macon church. It was received.

The Stated Clerk reported that he had received two letters addressed to the Presbytery- one from the Cor. Secy. of the Assembly’s Board of Education, and one on the subject of slavery
 from the General Association of Massachusetts, both of which were read. The for​mer was laid on the table, and it was resolved that the latter be not received.







Presbytery had a recess for half an hour.

After recess it was made the order of the day for Sabbath at 2 o’clock p.m. to hear the ser​mon on Baptism
 and for Friday at 2 o’clock p.m. to have the conference on the best mode of sermonizing according to a resolution of last Presbytery.

Mr. James McRae, a ruling elder from Smyrna church, appeared and took his seat
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as a member of Presbytery.—

The Stated Clerk read an overture to the Presbyteries from the Assembly’s Board of Do​mes​tic Missions, on which Messrs Stuart, Gray & Mosely were appointed a committee.—

Reports of Supplies who were appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery, being called for, Messrs Lyon, Morrow, McDonald, Bardwell, McNair, Gray and Stuart reported fa​vorably.—

Messrs. Morrow and McMullen were appointed a committee on supplies.—

Adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.









Concluded with prayer.








Friday morning,








Sept. 23rd. 1842.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Members present as yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Bishop J. A. Martin & Elders, W. A. Slaughter, Macon church; N. McDonald, Carolina; S. J. Wilson, Philadelphia; A. Hamrich [?], Bethsalem; & J. S. White, Aberdeen, 
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appeared, and having rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness, took their seats as mem​bers of Presbytery.

The committee on the minutes of the Assembly made their report. It was recommitted.

Messrs Morrow, Gray and Mosely were appointed a committee to assess the churches with the proper quota
 for defraying the expenses of a commissioner to the next General Assembly, and report before the adjournment of Presbytery.

Bishop H. J. Bardwell, principal & D. McNair, alternate; ruling Elder J. B. Kirtland prin​cipal and J. F. Mosely alternate, were nominated commissioners to the next General As​sem​bly.

A petition was received from the Monroe church for one fourth of the ministerial services of Rev. T. C. Stuart as stated supply for the ensuing year, which was granted. —








Recess until after divine worship.

After recess Pres. met & resumed business. —

It was ordered that Rev. J. Morrow labor at Bethel & Bethel Green churches, each
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one half of his time for the ensuing six months, and Rev. D. McNair at Macon one fourth of his time. —

The committee on the minutes of the General Assembly reported and report was received amended, and adopted. (See letter A on file.)

The following preambles & resolution were adopted, viz, Whereas the General Assembly, at its last sessions, decided that it is inexpedient to make any new terms of communion; and whereas this Presbytery at its last meeting, passed a resolution making it criminal to manufacture & vend ardent spirits, thus making a new term of communion; therefore re​solved that this resolution be rescinded.

The yeas and noes being called for were as follows, Yeas, Stuart, Morrow,
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McDougald, McMullen, Love, Slaughter, Mosely, Craven, White, McRae & Wilson—11. Nays, Gray, McDonald, Lyon, McNair, N. McDonald, Hannah, Cavannah, Martin.-8.







Presbytery had recess until 2 o’clock.

After recess Presbytery met & resumed business. On motion the order of the day was postponed until tomorrow at 9 o’clock a.m.

Bishops Gray and McNair and Elder D. Love were appointed a judicial committee. Messrs Gray and McNair, for satisfactory reasons, were excused from serving on this com​​mit​tee, and Messrs Lyon and Morrow were appointed in their place. —





      Presbytery had a recess until after divine worship. —

After recess the judicial committee reported that no business had come before them. They were discharged. —

Adjourned till tomorrow 9 o’clock a.m.








Concluded with prayer.
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Saturday morning








9 o’clock, Sep. 24th, ‘42

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Members present as before. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Wm. G. Wright, elder from Unity church appeared, and having rendered satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness, took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

Bishop J. A. Martin applied for a dismission to join the Clinton Presbytery. His request was granted. Presbytery requested brother Martin to labor as much as possible at Beth​sa​lem, Lebanon, & Louisville churches. —

The order of the day was taken up, which was a conference on the best mode of ser​mon​izing. After a conversation of some length it was resolved that the same subject be con​tin​ued for conference at the next meeting of Presbytery, and it be recommended that the bre​th​ren come prepared
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with written essays.

Presbytery had a recess to hear a missionary sermon from the Rev. Robt. Souchridge, an agent of the Assembly’s Board of Foreign Missions.

Rev. J. A. Lyon requested permission to continue his labors as pastor-elect at Columbus,
 and Rev. D. McNair asked leave to continue his labors as Wahalok as stated supply for the ensuing six months. These requests were granted.

According to a standing rule of Presbytery which required that a doctrinal sermon be preached at every semiannual meeting, Rev. J. A. Lyon was appointed to preach on the subject of Prelacy at our next meeting.

The committee on the overture from the Board of domestic missions reported and the report was received, amended, and adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Secretary of the Board.

On motion it was
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Resolved, that the presbyterial committee of missions be directed to request the Assem​bly’s Board of domestic missions to grant Rev. T. C. Stuart a commission for the present year bearing date from the first of last January; and one for the ensuing year.

Presbytery had a recess for half an hour. After recess permission was granted to elder W. H. Craven to be absent from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

On motion resolved, that the Stated Clerk be directed to write to Rev. T. Archibald, who has been out of our bounds for a considerable length of time, with regard to his labor, and his views of future presbyterial connection: and that he write also to Mr. Robt. T. John​son, candidate under the care of this Presbytery, respecting whom it is reported that he has abandoned his theological studies, to know whether
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the report be true, and what are his views.

On motion it was resolved, that if the way be clear, Presbytery ordain Mr. L. B. Gaston, a licentiate under our care, at the next meeting. Galatians 3rd. 22 [v.], was assigned him as a text for trial sermon. Rev. T. C. Stuart was appointed to preside; Rev. H. J. Bardwell to deliver the ordination sermon, and Rev. W. A Gray to deliver the charge to the candidate.

By request from the elders permission was given Mr. Gaston to labor half of his time at Smyrna, and one fourth each at Philadelphia and Carolina churches.

The Stated Clerk made a Synodical report, which was received and adopted.

The committee on supplies made their report as follows, viz., Messrs. Stuart and Gray to visit Olney and Bethany. — Lyon & McDonald to visit Unity & Colbert. Bardwell to visit Louisville & Lebanon. McNair to visit Erin. — Morrow & Stuart to visit Antioch and Aberdeen. The report was approved. —

The committee appointed
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The committee appointed to assess the churches made their report, which was received and adopted and is as follows, viz, Aberdeen $6. Philadelphia 5. Unity 5. Carolina 5. Mayhew 10. Columbus 10. Macon 5. Wahalok 10. Smyrna 5. Antioch 5. Monroe 5. Bethany 5. Providence 8. Ripley 10. New Hope 5. Farmington 5. Louisville 5. Lebanon 5. Erin 5. Bethel Green 5. Bethel 20. Colbert 2.50. Beersheba 2.50. — The Treasurer was directed to write to the churches, which are not represented at this meeting, respecting this action of Presbytery.

On motion it was resolved that the stated supply of this church be directed to present the thanks of this Presbytery to the citizens of this neighborhood for their kind hospitality during the meeting of Presbytery.
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On motion it was resolved that the Stated Clerk be directed to forward to the Editor of the Watchman of the South, extracts from the minutes of Presbytery for publication.

The Treasurer made his report, which was received and approved.

Presbytery having completed its business, the Roll was called and the following members were absent without permission, viz., Bishop J. A. Lyon and Elder A. Hannah.

Adjourned to meet at Aberdeen on Thursday before the 2nd Sabbath in April 1843, at 11 o’clock a.m.






Concluded with singing & prayer.






Attest
T. C. Stuart, Stated Clerk.

� This is the congregation after 1841, known as College Hill Presbyterian Church. See Carole Lee, ed. Early Records of College Hill Church, Lafayette County, Mississippi, with Cemetery Inscriptions (Carroll�ton, Miss.: Pioneer Pub�lishing, n.d.).





� See C. W. Grafton, “History of Presby�ter�ian�ism in Mis�sissippi” (un�pub�lished mss., 1927): 494-97; Ida Bradsher Gilbert, History of Presb�y�ter�ian�ism in Old Tisho�mingo County, Mis�sis�sippi, 1836-1936 (n.p., n.p., n.d.): 3-13; Memphis Com�mercial Appeal (May 28, 1938).


� One of the state’s notable Presbyterian ministers of the pioneer period, Horatio J. Bardwell was born November 21, 1813, at Old Wiccacon Meetinghouse, Hartford County, North Carolina. He was educated at Princeton, where he graduated in 1832 or 1833 and competed his theo�logical course at Union Seminary in Virginia in the spring of 1838. During this time his father had moved to Starkville, Mississippi, and Bard�well was accordingly licensed by Tombeckbee Presbytery and supplied the church at Starkville as a proba�tioner for one year, after which, in the autumn of 1839, he was ordained and settled as pastor there. In 1846 he moved to Choctaw County and became pastor of the Lebanon and Bethsalem Churches. He was editor of the area’s first Presbyterian newspaper, the Missis�sippi Presby�terian (1852-1853). He was elected stated clerk of Tombeckbee Presbytery in 1842, serving in that office until his death, June 20, 1853. Minutes of Presbytery, October 14, 1853.


� A stalwart servant of Mississippi Presbyterianism, responsible for much of its home missions devel�op�ment in the northeast quadrant, Leroy B. Gaston was born in Pendleton, S. C. 1807, and after residing for some years in Mem�phis, licensed (1839) and ordained (1842) by Tombeckbee Presbytery, where he served Smyrna, Louisville, Bethsalem, and Lebanon Churches (1843-1845). He served at College Hill, near Ox�ford, for a decade (1846-1856). He organized the First Presbyterian Church of Corinth (1858), also estab�lish�ing and heading Corona College there (1858-1861). During the Civil War years he was pastor of the church at Enterprise, Miss., later serv�ing New Hope Church at Biggersville (1866-1868), and afterward churches at Pascagoula, Miss., Claren�don, Ark., Collierville, Tenn., Osceola, Ark, and Helena, Ark., where he died, January 7, 1878. E. C. Stott, Ministerial Directory of the Presbyter�ian Church, U. S., 1861-1941 (Austin, Tex.: Von Boeck�mann-Jones, 1942): 243. (Information given in the Min��is�terial Direc�tory occas�ionally differs in detail from the minutes of governing bodies. No effort is made at this remove to harmo�nize discrepancies, and it should be remembered that the records of governing bodies are considered the official records of the church.)


� By taking such action the Presbytery was echoing the action of the Hopewell Presbytery in Virginia, which in 1833 declared that a “man who drives his team on the Sabbath day either going to or returning from market, he who sets out on a journey on this day or spends holy time in talking about secular concerns, his crops, his gold mines, his lands, or the news of the day, is guilty of a dreadful profanation.” Cited in Ernest Trice Thompson, Presbyterians in the South, 1607-1972 3 vols. (Richmond: John Knox, 1963, 1973): 1:307.


� These actions represented the outworking of the Old School-New School division, with the Tombeckbee Presbytery aligning itself firmly with the Old School party of the church.


� These practices were among the “new measures” associated with the New School Presbyterian party. See George M. Marsden, The Evangelical Mind and the New School Presbyterian Experience: A Case Study of Thought and Theology in Nineteenth Century America (New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 1970).


� The original town of Waterford was about three-quarters of a mile from the present community, at the intersection of well-traveled pioneer roads, on an elevation just across Little Spring Creek. The location furnished a place where the creek could be crossed easily, hence the village’s name. Until the railroad came in 1856, Old Waterford was the site of a thriving Presbyterian church, established in 1838 by the Rev’d Daniel L. Gray, pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Hudsonville and founder of the Holly Springs Church. Waterford Church first appeared in the statistics of the General Assembly in 1839, with the Rev’d Angus M’Callum as minister and twenty-five members. The congregation took the name Greenwood from 1840 to 1850, after which it was once again known as Waterford. The congregation was dissolved in 1928. Robert Milton Winter, Shadow of a Mighty Rock: A Social and Cultural History of Presbyterianism in Marshall County, Mississippi (Franklin, Tenn.: Providence House Publishers, 1997): 145, 436.


� The congregation, in later years known as Old Lebanon, which remained in the 1990s as one of the last Presbyterian congregations to conduct revivalistic camp meetings, with simple cabins for the late summer week of preaching located in a ring behind the church and cemetery, was dismissed to the Presbyterian Church in America in 1987.


� This is the congregation later known as the First Presbyterian Church of Louisville. It was dismissed to the Presbyterian Church in America in 1973.


� According to the Form of Government, X:viii, “The presbytery has power…to unite or divide congrega�tions, at the request of the people, or to form or receive new congregations, and in general to order what�ever pertains to the spiritual welfare of the churches under their care.”


� James Martin was born in the Union District of South Carolina, May 14, 1801. He attended the University of North Carolina, and having studied theology privately was licensed and ordained in South Alabama Pres��bytery (1827), where he served congregations in Green County. He organized the church at Louisville, Miss. , serving as its minister (1837-41). He later served in Memphis and in Arkansas. He died at Little Rock, September 14, 1863. Ministerial Directory, 433. 





� Charles Hodge, The Constitutional History of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, 2 vols. (Philadel�phia: William S. Martien, 1840). A revered figure in nineteenth century Presbyterian life, Dr Hodge (1797-1878), perhaps America’s best-known Protestant thinker, was a professor in Princeton Semi�nary from 1822 until his death. Some three thousand ministers of the gospel passed under his instruc�tion. Editor of the Princeton Review and leader of the Old School movement in the Presbyterian Church, his three-volume Systematic Theology (1871-1873) enshrined the system of theology that came to be known as “Old Princeton.” 


� The claims here denied were among those made by defenders of the New School party.


� Mr Campbell had acted to align himself with the New School branch of the Presbyterian Church.


� Rural celebrations of the Holy Communion among Presbyterians in this period were typically complex occasions, involving a series of services. The first celebration of the Holy Communion in the Holly Springs Presbyterian Church was held April 23, 1837. The observance, following the old Scots and early American practice was a lengthy occasion, beginning with preparatory services on Thursday or Friday, examination of communicants on Saturday, and a thanksgiving sermon following the communion on Monday. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 55. See R. Milton Winter, “American Presbyterians, the Directory for Worship, and Changing Patterns of Sacramental Practice,” Journal of Presbyterian History 71 (Fall 1993); “Presbyterians and the Long Tables,” “Essays on ‘The History of the Household of Faith,’” a festschrift in honor of James H. Smylie, Affirmation 6 (Richmond: Union Theological Seminary, 1993): 1–25; Leigh Eric Schmidt, Holy Fairs: Scottish Communions and American Revivals in the Early Modern Period  (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1989): 50–68.











� The appearance of the term “bishop” in Presbytery minutes will no doubt surprise modern readers. Its use provided for in the Presbyterian Church’s Form of Government then in force, it re�flected a then-current controversy with Episcopalians, whereby both churches claimed rights to the biblical office of presbyter. Whereas the Episcopal Church restricted the right to confirm members to its bishops, Presbyterians be�lieved that its teaching elders, together with sessions of ruling elders, were legitimate bear�ers of its power. Thus among other duties the Presbyterian minister was also to be considered a bishop, and this power of office was asserted against those who maintained that their church only possessed a valid episcopate. The Presbyterian side of the argument was given its classic statement in Samuel Miller, Presby�terianism, the Truly Primitive and Apostolical Constitution of the Church of Christ (Philadelphia: Presby�terian Board of Publication, 1835).


� According to the General Rules for Judicatories, adopted by the General Assembly in 1821: “All judica�tor�ies have a right to hold what are commonly called “interlocutory meetings,” or a sort of committees of the whole judicatory, in which members may freely converse together without the formalities which are usually necessary in judicial proceedings.” Rule 38, as published in The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America containing The Confession of Faith, the Catechisms, and the Directory for the Worship of God: together with the Plan of Government and Discipline, as Ratified by the General Assembly, at their Sessions in May, 1821; and Amended in 1833 (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication [1839]): 526-27.


� The case of Thomas Davis forms one of the most complicated instances of ecclesiastical litigation in the history of Mississippi Presbyterianism. After its adjudication by Tombeckbee Presbytery, the matter was appealed to the Synod, and in a complex series of actions stemming from the re-drawing of Presbytery boundaries was finally placed before the neighboring Chickasaw Presbytery, where it was finally resolved.


� Campgrounds adjacent to Presbyterian churches were fairly common in rural parts of Mississippi—with some (Old Lebanon in Choctaw County and Bethsalem in Winston County) maintained as late as the 1990s.


� Because the pastoral relation was a tenured position, committing the congregation to pay a stipulated sum for an ongoing period of time, as well as requiring a minister to stay with the congregation until such time as both the congregation and presbytery concurred in allowing him to accept some other call, both ministers and congregations were often reluctant to establish a pastoral relationship, preferring instead the arrange�ment of “stated supply” (that is, the engagement of a minister “to provide a supply of preaching”), a re�la�tion that was customarily entered into for six months at a time, subject to renewal as long as acceptable to both parties, and consented to by the presbytery. Despite the constant urging of the General Assembly and presbyteries, congregations that could afford to call a pastor continued throughout the 19th century to en�gage stated supplies. As a result, ministerial incomes suffered, causing much anxiety on the part of the denomination’s clergy.


� It is likely that the communication between the presbytery and the Congregationalist Conference of Maine had to do with slavery. Such were considered as inappropriate interference by the courts of the Presbyterian Church, as indicated by a resolution adopted in 1850 by the General Assembly in reference to a similar communication from the General Association of Massachusetts, as follows: “Resolved, That our delegate to the next General Association of Massachusetts be directed to inform that venerable body, that this General Assembly must consider itself the best judge of the action which it is necessary for it to take as to all subjects within its jurisdiction; and that any interference on the part of that General Association with its action upon any subject upon which this General Assembly has taken order, is offensive, and must lead to an interruption of the correspondence which subsists between that Association and this General Assembly. During this period elaborate statements supporting and opposing the South’s “peculiar institution” were being exchanged among church judicatories and, for their part, the slaveholding Mississippians were con�vinced that a strong biblical case could be put forward in defense of their position. it was the celebrated pamphlet of the Rev’d James Smylie, of Port Gibson, Mississippi, in 1836, which pointed out the fact that the “servants” who were urged to obey their masters in the King James Version’s trans�lation of the Epistles of Paul and elsewhere were, in fact, slaves.) See James Smylie, Review of a Let�ter, from the Presbytery of Chillicothe, to the Presbytery of Mississippi, on the Subject of Slavery (Wood�ville, Miss.: Norris, 1836).


� The Farmington Church, organized in 1840, was located in the present Alcorn County, eight miles east of Corinth. The congregation was dissolved in 1857. Grafton, 496.


� The church at Chulahoma was a plantation chapel for the large landowners living in and around village of Chulahoma, fifteen miles southwest of Holly Springs, in a particularly fertile part of Marshall County. Several of Mississippi’s worthy pioneer ministers labored here. Reports to Presbytery indicate the congre�gation had fifty members in 1850, as well as a flourishing Sabbath school. The church was dissolved October 4, 1884. Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 128-29.


� Though some members did own slaves in the colonial period, many Presbyterians early and strongly op�posed slavery. As late as 1818, on the eve of the Missouri Compromise, the General Assembly adopted a resolution to declare Negro bondage “a gross violation of the most precious and sacred rights of human nature,” and “totally irreconcilable with the spirit and principles of the gospel of Christ.” It exhorted Pres�byterians “to increase their exertions to effect a total abolition of slavery” but, by 1833, the Synod of West Tennessee resolved that further discussions of slavery should be “indefinitely postponed.” The invention of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney in 1793 had brought new interest in cotton planting, and cotton became “king” in Mississippi after Rush Nutt, a Presbyterian planter at Rodney, developed a cottonseed that would thrive in the humid climate. Slave labor was essential to the production of this cotton, so that the state’s citizens found them-selves increasingly pressed to defend their “peculiar institution.” Yet, provision for the relig�ious instruction of slaves was spotty at best. Black worshipers were often found, as an early Presby�terian minister at Natchez reported, “hanging about the doors, afraid to enter.” When Bethel Church, near Colum�bus, erected a new house of worship in 1844, a gallery was erected which was used for whites at the morn�ing service and in the afternoon by blacks. From early times, there were Southern Presbyterians who em�pha�sized that slaves should be given religious privileges. These held that the slave must have the Bible read to him, since he was not able to read it for himself. Slaves were to be taught the Lord’s Prayer, Apostles’ Creed, Ten Commandments, and in the Presbyterian Church, the Catechism. Hymns ranked next to the Bible in popularity among the slaves. The Synod of Mississippi noted that “In the States of Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama, all of which, except the northern part of the last mentioned State, are included in this Synod, the laws prohibit us from teaching the colored people to read, and we are therefore entirely restricted to oral instruction, which renders the communication of knowledge far more tedious, though it by no means cancels the obligation” Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi and South Alabama (November 1, 1834). Presbyterian slaves, of course, were not entitled to vote in the affairs of the church, nor did they choose elders to represent their spiritual interests before the session. See E. T. Baird, Historical Sketch of the Bethel Presbyterian Church, Lowndes County, Miss., Prepared for the Semi-Cen�ten�nial Celebration, June 21, 1884 (Columbus, Miss., Published by the Bethel Church, Crawford, Miss., 1885): 22-23; Walter Brownlow Posey, The Presbyterian Church in the Old Southwest, 1778-1838 (Rich�mond: John Knox, 1952): 86; Haven P. Perkins, “Religion for Slaves: Difficulties and Methods,” Church History 10 (1941): 288–345; Ernest Trice Thompson, Presbyterian Missions in the South�ern United States (Richmond: Presbyterian Committee of Publication, 1934): 178–88.


� According to the Presbyterian Church’s General Rules for Judicatories, “Whenever a judicatory is about to sit in a judicial capacity, it shall be the duty of the moderator, solemnly to announce from the chair, that the body is about to pass to the consideration of the business assigned for trial; and to enjoin on the mem�bers to recollect and regard their high character, as judges of a court of Jesus Christ, and the solemn duty in which they are about to act.” Rule 39.


� In keeping with the custom of the Old South, dinner was the name given for the noon meal, with supper serving to designate the evening repast.


� Presbyterians supported the South’s religious press more liberally than any other communion. While Baptists had established the first religious periodical in the South (1802), other groups soon followed. The first Presbyterian publication in the South was the Virginia Religious Magazine, established in 1804, which quickly came to the forefront of religious journalism. In time, the Presbyterian Church came to have the larg�est number of religious papers in proportion to the size of its membership, as well as the greatest number of subscribers. Virtually every Presbyterian household in the 19th century read one or two religious papers. Here church members learned the attitudes of ministers and lay leaders on public issues, moral problems, and church affairs. Ministers exercised a freedom in addressing political matters through the editorial columns which few would have carried into the pulpit. Henry Smith Stroupe, The Religious Press in the South Atlantic States, 1802–1865 (Durham: Duke University Press, 1956): 27; E. T. Thompson, Presbyterians in the South, 1:452–53.


� According to the sessional records of the Oxford Church, a church was organized in October 1839, called Hopewell on Woodson’s Ridge, and in those records in December 1840, a list of members is given who were dismissed to form this new congregation. See Maud Morrow Brown, History of the First Pres�by���terian Church of Oxford, Mississippi, July 15, 1837-March 31, 1950 (Oxford: First Presbyterian Church, 1952): 8.


� These related to property issues arising from the Old School-New School division.


� Religious services were the talk of the neighborhood, especially when a “protracted meeting” was going on. Country congregations usually had services only once or twice a month, and these seasons of preaching often made up for a long dearth in between. All supported the evangelistic efforts of neighbor churches, so that congregations at protracted meetings always included a mix of different denominations. Preachers liked to indulge in doctrinal controversy, and this added spice to the meetings. The entire neighborhood would be interested when someone professed religion.


� During this period, several of the Tombeckbee Presbytery’s congregations were located in Alabama.


� As noted previously, many congregations were hesitant to enter into the formal pastoral relation with a min�ister due to the financial commitments involved. This was particularly true in rural portions of the church, and as this report makes clear, the area embraced by the Tombeckbee Presbytery could still be con�sidered as pioneer territory.


� The denomination’s official name was the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America (Old School).


� Reid and Wright were sympathetic with the New School. A number of Mississippi ministers thus-minded founded a New School Presbytery that claimed to continue the organization of the original Clinton Presby�tery, named for the village of Clinton, where a small Presbyterian college was located in the central part of the state.


� Part of the complexity in the resolution of Davis’ case was the redrawing of presbytery and synod lines in this period which threw him into the jurisdiction of various governing bodies as the matter wended its way through the appellate process.


� By this action the Presbytery was placed in the position of refusing to obey a lawful directive of its super�ior governing body, an action for which it was taken to task by the Synod.


� This ruling forms a fine example of the way 19th century Presbyteries determined issues involving “es�sential and necessary articles of belief,” the pattern for which was established in the agreements ratified in 1758 to end the Old Side-New Side division in the Presbyterian Church.


� This reference indicates that meetings of Presbytery excited great interest in local communities. Commit�tees on Devotional Exercises appointed at the beginning of each meeting were expected to arrange for a series of preaching occasions which auditors from all denominations attended, and the public followed with interest the trials for licensure or ordination of candidates, as well as seminars on church doctrine for which various ministers in the presbytery took their turn in preparing an essay to stimulate discussion and debate. The public interest created by the meetings of Presbyterian governing bodies won new members for the church—in an age in which many aspired to be educated, Presbyterians being distinguished from other churches by their emphasis upon an learned ministry, as well as the connectional nature of their corporate life.


� Feemster, who was associated with the presbytery of the Independent Church centered in South Carolina, served the one congregation of the movement that was located in Mississippi—a church called Salem. 


� The congregation initially worshiped in a log house of worship used by all denominations. In 1846 the people began to construct a church building, and the first service was held there March 4, 1847. See Graf�ton, 504-06.


� The college at Danville was chartered in 1819 under Presbyterian auspices, and educated many leaders of the Presbyterian Church in Mississippi. For three years 1828-1831 the college sponsored a theological de�part�ment, making it for a time the closest institution by which formal preparation for the ministry under organized Presbyterian supervision could be had. See Presbyterians in the South, 1:284-85.


� It was rare that the Presbytery was not able to send at least its minister commissioner to the General As�sem�bly.


� Commissioners to meetings of Presbytery typically contributed substantial sums for various purposes. Taking account of the value of money in those days, it is likely that the members of a typical meeting of Presbytery were among the areas more prosperous citizens.


� This church, which originally met in a building of split logs that was also used as a school. The present church was erected a few years later, about fifty yards south of the original building. The congregation was dissolved in 2005. A cemetery association preserves the white clapboard building. Camp meetings were held at the church until the time of the con�gre�gation’s dissolution. Elizabeth N. Graves, et al., Churches of St. Andrew (Oxford: St. Andrew Presbytery, 1989): 81.


� Check minutes


� The Presbyterian denomination had divided in 1837 into Old and New Schools, with much controversy over revivalism. Evangelists such as Charles G. Finney (1792–1875) promoted what critics condemned as unscriptural “new measures.” Frustrated by criticism, Finney (a Congregationalist minister) declared that “there was a jubilee in hell” every year about the time of the Presbyterian General Assembly. President Andrew Jackson declared that political opponents “don’t bother me half so much as do the dissensions in the Presbyterian Church.” But Southern Presbyterians could not help noticing that New School revivals spawned abolitionism and all sorts of other “ultra” reform movements, which made revivalism increasingly suspect in the eyes of socially conservative Southerners, especially the Presbyterians who usually believed they stood to profit most by maintaining the status quo. See Presbyterians in the South, 1:362-76; George M. Marsden, The Evangelical Mind and the New School Presbyterian Experience: A Case Study of Thought and Theology in Nineteenth Century America (New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 1970).





� This note added by the Synod’s committee that reviewed the presbytery’s minutes had to do with the Synod’s reaction to the defiance of its order in the case of the Rev’d Thomas Davis.


� The congregation was later transferred to the Chickasaw Presbytery. It no longer appears in the records of Presbytery after 1846.


� This congregation’s name was changed to Houston, April 6, 1843. It was dismissed to the Presbyterian Church in America in 1973.


� It will be observed that in this period aid to small churches came primarily via payments from the Board of Missions of the General Assembly and not through subsidies administered by the Presbytery. Churches of each Presbytery contributed to the General Assembly Board’s fund, which monies were in turn realloca�ted to congregations in the various presbyteries.


� This minute forms an embryonic statement of the Presbyterian doctrine of “implied trust,” whereby the ownership of a par�ticular church property is regarded as a trust “for the use and benefit” of the entire de�nom�ination. By one account, two of the congregation’s elders, Major Richard Barry and Major William Craven, assumed the debt of the congregation and rescued the building from the sheriff’s sale. Grafton, 457. 


� This case represented a rare instance whereby a presbytery had disobeyed a directive from a higher gov�ern�ing body. The presbytery acquiesced in the Davis matter, but expressed misgivings as it did so. Davis was eventually deposed in a trial conducted by neighboring Chickasaw Presbytery.


� The tiny congregation, near the village of Tishomingo, formed the oldest Presbyterian witness in that por�tion of the state. See Grafton, 494-97; Gilbert, 14-20. The congregation was dissolved in 1972.


� Henry Reid, along with the Rev’d Duncan A. Campbell, were the only ministers of the Presbytery to re�nounce the presbytery’s jurisdiction in favor of the New School Presbyterian movement. In removing Reid’s name from the roll apart from judicial trial and conviction, Presbytery acted contrary to the church’s Form of Government, which did not at that time make provision for renunciation of jurisdiction or aban�don�ment of one’s calling. As events would have it, Reid did not unite with the New School and was eventually reinstated and dismissed to the Presbytery of South Carolina.


� Even before the government land office opened at Columbus, white settlers had come to the area. But when the lands were placed on the open market about 1832 adventurers, speculators, as well as solid settlers had all arrived in their turn. As would be expected in such a situation after the lands had been taken from their rightful owners, a period of unsettlement prevailed for a time, and of course, as historian E. T. Baird has remarked, “religion was at a discount.” Baird described an “infidel society or club” that was formed at Columbus, “which exerted a pestilential influential over the town…and the surrounding country, but especially over the young men. However, in the winter of 1839-40, the Rev. James Smith, D.D., then a Cumberland Presbyterian, but afterward a distinguished Minister of our own Church, and pastor to Abraham Lincoln in the First Presbyterian Church of Springfield, Ill., delivered in Colum�bus a few lectures on the “Dangerous Tendencies of Infidelity.” Thereupon, C. G. Olmstead, Esq., the lea�der of the club chal�lenged him to a controversy. Dr. Smith accepted the challenge and met Mr. Olmstead in an oral public debate at Columbus, in April 1841. Smith published his arguments as The Christian’s Defense (1843). The popular judgment was that he completely answered the cavils and arguments of his assailant. Infidelity, however, was greatly embittered, and carried on an unrelenting warfare against Christianity. Rev. James A. Lyon, D.D., having removed to Columbus in the October succeeding the debate, the clan of infidels directed their warfare against him. He met the assault without fear or dismay; and at the risk of personal violence, apprehended by his friends, confronted, ex�posed and routed the enemy. Meanwhile Mr. Olmstead, who had lost his prestige, quitted the State and the infidel club ceased to meet.” E. T. Baird, 5.


� James Adair Lyon was born at Jonesboro, Tennessee, April 19, 1814. He was educated at Washington College in Tennessee, and Princeton Theological Seminary. He was licensed in New Brunswick Presbytery [New Jersey] in 1836 and ordained the following year by Holston Presbytery in Tennessee, where he served the churches at Rogersville and New Providence (1837-1841). He served at Columbus (1841-1847), before going for a time to St Louis, after which he returned to Mississippi, serving again at Columbus (1855-1870), after which he was professor of mental and moral philosophy in the University of Missis�sippi (1870-1881), serving as moderator of the General Assembly in 1863. He died at Holly Springs, Miss., May 15, 1882, and is buried in Friendship Cemetery, Columbus. Ministerial Directory, 421. See Alfred Nevin, ed., Encyclopedia of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, Including the Northern and Southern Assemblies (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Encyclopedia Publishing Co., 18840: 458; Wilmuth Saunders Rutledge, “James Adair Lyon—Resolute Prophet” (Unpublished M. S. thesis, Mississippi State Col�lege, 1956), 71 pp; E. T. Thompson, Presbyterians in the South, passim; R. Milton Winter, “James A. Lyon: Southern Presbyterian Apostle of Progress,” Journal of Presby�terian History 60 (Winter 1982): 314-35.


� Attempts to organize a church in the Dixon community came to fruition many years later in January 1906, when the Mississippi Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church formed a congregation there. The congregation was part of the 1906 merger of the Cumberland denomination and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and was received into St. Andrew Presbytery when the Mississippi Presbytery of the U.S.A. Church and St. Andrew Presbytery of the former U. S. Church united in 1986. Churches of St. Andrew, 54.


� The notation of the Synod’s review committee refers to the high waters noted in the minutes of Presby�tery, April 24, 1841, when the meeting had been postponed from the date set for its assembly according to the body’s standing rule.


� In the era before rail transportation, quorums could be difficult to obtain, as springtime often reduced Mis�sissippi roads into virtual seas of mud.


� The church at Columbus, having found itself in a state of acute financial embarrassment, the congregation soon turned to the Rev’d James A. Lyon, of Tennessee, for leadership. There was division among the people, and some had left to join the town’s Cumberland Presbyterian church. Lyon’s first effort was to complete the building’s ground floor, next to procure a bell and build a cupola, and last to complete the audience room.  The whole was finally completed and solemnly dedicated on the first Sabbath of Septem�ber, 1844. Grafton, 457; Winter, “Southern Presbyterian Apostle,” 314.


� The church, now located in the Dowdville community of Nashoba County, near the Leake County line, was settled by settlers from North Carolina who originally called their neighborhood “Laurel Hill,” in honor of the North Carolina community from which a number of the early families had come. The small congregation was dismissed to the Presbyterian Church in Amer�ica in 1973.


� The congregation, which was located in Monroe County, was dissolved in 1848 and its members rec�ommended to the Unity and Columbus churches.


� According to the Rules of Discipline (II.i, ii) then in force, “A reference is a judicial representation, made by an inferior judicatory to a superior, of a case not yet decided; which representation ought always to be in writing. Cases which are new, important, difficult, of peculiar delicacy, the decision of which may establish principles or precedents of extensive influence, on which the sentiments of the inferior judicatory are greatly divided, or on which, for any reason, it is highly desirable that a larger body should first decide, are proper subjects of reference.” In the Tombeckbee Presbytery, cases such as this were often referred because the matter was found to “delicate” or “difficult” for local sessions to prosecute the matter to its conclusion.


� John M. Morrow, a brother of the Rev’d Thomas Morrow, who came as a candidate from Tuscaloosa Presbytery, spent his entire ordained ministry in Tombeckbee Presbytery as one of its missionary pastors. He served Bethel Church near Columbus (1842-1843); In 1849, he was appointed to labor one-half of his time among the slave population. He was stated clerk of Presbytery from 1853 until his death at his home near the old Mayhew Mission, April 15, 1857. Baird, 10.


� Henry McDonald was born at Denton, Caroline County, Maryland, August 16, 1816, and attended Oak�land College in Mississippi. He studied theology privately and was licensed September 21, 1839 by Mis�sissippi Presbytery. After his ordination he served at Philadelphia, Mississippi (1842), Bethel Church and Bethel Green Church (1843-1845), then at various churches in Mississippi Presbytery until 1870, after which he moved to Texas, where he served until 1881. He returned to Mississippi and spent a brief retire�ment at Wahalak, where he died in March 1882. Baird, 10-11; Ministerial Directory, 458.


� That is, according to the stipulations set forth in the Form of Government.


� As many candidates were licensed or ordained as extraordinary cases in this frontier setting, exemption from the study of Hebrew seems to have been very common indeed. Lack of a knowledgeable instructor, however, was more often the case than the physical disability alluded to in this minute!


� Daniel McNair was born in North Carolina in 1806, and spent his early ministry in Mississippi. He later served at Thibodaux, La. Much of his effort was spent in ministry to the slave population, and he organized a church for persons of color, Second Presbyterian in Natchez, of which he was pastor (1851-1855), after which he moved to Texas, spending his last years in Louisiana, where he died at New Orleans, March 22, 1883. Ministerial Directory, 485.


� Soon after its organization in 1842, the Presbytery of Holly Springs changed its name to Chickasaw.


� The congregation was located in Lowndes County. Its name was changed to Mount Zion in 1850, and again in 1864 to Crawfordsville.


� The small congregation, which was grouped with churches such as Kosciusko and Carolina in pastoral as�signments, ceases to appear in the records of Presbytery after 1854.


� The church at Macon, the seat of Noxubee County, aligned itself with the Presbyterian Church in America in 1973.


� By Walter Brownlow Posey’s account, “Southerners in the cotton sections of the country were terrified by the force of abolitionism.” Frontier Mission: A History of Religion West of the Southern Appalachians to 1861 (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1966): 342. Southerners who defended slavery took refuge in the U.S. Constitution, noting that it permitted and regulated slaveholding, painting abolitionists as op�pon�ents of the Constitution. Defenders of slavery claimed the Bible for their side, alleging that the aboli�tionists adhered to a “higher law” than the Bible, which declared, “Servants, obey your masters.” It was not long before “abolitionism” therefore equaled “atheism” in the southern slaveholder’s mind. Presbyterians in Ohio and other northern states were among the most strident opponents of slavery, and from Tennessee to the Gulf of Mexico, synods, presbyteries, and sessions of Southern Presbyterianism united against these “northern disturbers.” Foremost in the effort to turn opinions was the Rev’d James Smylie of Mississippi. He searched the Scrip�tures to form an answer to the claims of abolitionists, and found that he could set forth many texts in sup�port of slaveholding. As noted, his views at first offended even his own con�gre�gation at Port Gibson, Mis�sissippi, but when the complaints were joined by resolutions of the Chillicothe (Ohio) Presbytery, Missis�sippi Presbyterians hurried to defend Smylie’s ideas! Smylie’s Review of a Letter, from the Presbytery of Chillicothe, to the Presbytery of Mississippi, on the Subject of Slavery received wide circulation. He con�tended that slavery was clearly justified under divine dispensation and that the duties of masters and ser�vants were stated in the New Testament. Against those who contended that it was a sin to hold a slave, he demanded to know by what text of scripture this contention could be justified. To hold any other view, he claimed, must “discredit God’s revelation, destroy private property, and sow the seeds of com��munism.” In memorials adopted at his death in 1853, the Synod of Mississippi credited Smylie for “giving the true expo�sition of the doctrines of the Bible in relation to slavery in the commencement of the abolition excitement.” 


� Presbyterians in this period engaged in a strong defense of both infant baptism and the mode of baptism by sprinkling, as well as the validity of Presbyterian orders, as controversialists in the Baptist, “Campbel�lite” and even the Roman Catholic communions alleged on various grounds that Presbyterian baptisms were not legitimate. Many Mississippi Presbyterians wrote pamphlets on the subject. Daniel Baker, who served in the state between 1840 and 1848 published several, each reprinted several times through the years. Among them were Daniel Baker, A Plain and Scriptural View of Baptism (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication, 1853); Daniel Baker: Baptism in a Nutshell: The Proper Subject and the Proper Mode (Phil�a�delphia: Wm. S. Martien, 1877). At the Synod’s 1853 meeting in Jackson, it commended a Jackson, Miss., periodical called the True Baptist, “as an able exponent of the proper mode and subjects of Baptism…well adapted for the dissemination of sound Scriptural views of that ordinance.” Minutes of the Synod of Mis�sissippi (December 18, 1853).


� The word “quota” was used without apology in this era to represent proportional assessments made of the churches to meet the legitimate expenses of the presbytery.


� Under the influence of the temperance movement, many Mississippi Presbyterians had sought to justify a ban the manufacture, sale, and consumption of alcoholic beverages on biblical grounds. By the account of the Rev’d Thomas Dwight Witherspoon, a professor in Central University of Danville, Kentucky, and former pastor of the First Presbyterian Church at Oxford, Mississippi, and the Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis, a few even asserted that if they believed that Jesus had made or offered his disciples alcoholic wine, they would say “Down with Christianity!” T. D. Witherspoon, “The General Assembly of 1892,” Presbyterian Quarterly 6 (July 1892): 435–37.


� Lyon declined installation until the crisis of paying for the church’s house of worship had been met.





