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Minutes 

of the

Tombecbee Presbytery

From April 1843 to April 1846

VOL. III.
[3]








Aberdeen, April 6th 1843.








11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Tombecbee [sic] met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. H. J. Bardwell, the Moderator from 1 Pet. 2:7. “Unto you therefore which believe, he is precious.” Presbytery was then constituted by prayer. The Stated Clerk having been transferred from our connection, the Rev. Henry McDonald was ap​pointed Clerk, pro tem.

Bishops
 T. C. Stuart, W. A. Gray, & J. B. Stafford, and churches Monroe, Providence, Ripley, New Hope, Farmington, Bethany, & Spring Hill, having been transferred from this Presbytery to the Presbytery of Chickasaw, and Bishop J. H. Gray, Licentiate, Jno, N. Waddel, and churches, Montrose, and Good Hope, having been transferred from the Pres​bytery of Mississippi to this

[4]

Presbytery by an act of the Synod of Mississippi,
 at its last meeting, and Beersheba
 church having been transferred from this Presbytery to that of Tuscaloosa by the last Gen​eral Assembly, the roll was accordingly amended.

The following ministers were present: Bishops Thos. Archibald, H. J. Bardwell, J. A. Lyon, J. N. Morrow, H. McDonald, and D. McNair.

Ruling Elders


Jno. S. White from Aberdeen chh.


Wm. McMullen from Antioch chh.


Wm. B. Cavanaugh from Bethel Green chh.


Wm. Bell from Mayhew chh.

Absent Bishop J. H. Gray.

Rev. D. McNair was chosen Moderator and Rev. H. McDonald Temp. Clerk.

The Minutes of the last meeting were read. The Rev. T. C. Stuart of Chickasaw Pres​by​tery and Rev. Mr. Holcom of the Baptist Church, being present, 

[5]

were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Rev. T. Archibald rendered excuses for absence from the last six meetings of Presbytery, and Rev. J. A. Lyon rendered his excuse for absence from the close of the last meeting, all which were sustained. The Rev. J. H. Gray rendered excuse for absence from the pres​ent meeting, through the Moderator, which was sustained.

Presbytery had a recess until ½ past 2 o’clock.

After recess Presbytery met and resumed business. Messrs. J. M. Morrow and Jno S. White were appointed a Committee of arrangement.

The Rev. T. C. Stuart, the former stated clerk, being called on, reported that agreeably to the instructions of Presbytery, he had written to Mr Johnson a candidate for the ministry under the care of this Presbytery, and received a reply,

 [6]

from the purport of which reply, Presbytery resolved that Mr Johnson’s name be stricken from our roll of candidates for the Gospel Ministry.

Session Books were called for and the following examining committees were appointed:

Messrs Bardwell & White on the Records of Wahalak chh. & of Antioch chh.

Messrs Archibald & McMullen on the Records of Aberdeen chh.

Messrs Morrow & Bell on the Records of Columbus chh.

Messrs Lyon and Cavanaugh on the Records of Mayhew chh.

On motion, the name of the Antioch church was changed to Houston.

A written request was presented from the Houston Church for leave to employ the Rev. T. C. Stuart as stated supply one fourth of his time the remainder of this year, and that he be permitted to moderate the session of said church - which was granted.

A free conversation on the state of

[7]

religion was made the order of the day for 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.

Rev. H. J. Bardwell was elected stated clerk of Presbytery.

It was resolved that the thanks of this Presbytery be presented to the Rev. T. C. Stuart, for his long and faithful services as its Stated Clerk; and that twenty dollars be presented to him as a remuneration for expenses which he has incurred in that office.

Reports of supplies being called for; Bishops Lyon, Bardwell, McDonald, McNair and Morrow, reported satisfactorily to Presbytery.

The conference on the best mode of sermonizing for the S. W. Country was made the order of the day for 10 o’clock a.m. Saturday – and the Presbyterial sermon on Prelacy, the order of the day for Saturday Evening at candle lighting.  

Messrs. Bardwell & McMullen were appointed a committee of supplies. Bishop H. J. Bard​​well and Ruling Elder

[8]

J. B. Kirtland were elected commissioners to the next General Assembly. Presbytery ad​journed till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock.








Concluded with prayer.








Friday morning,








April 7

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The roll was called and the minutes of yes​ter​day read. Messrs Lyon & White were appointed a committee of Bills & Overtures.

Rev. J. H. Gray reported through the moderator a church organized in Smith County cal​led Hermon
 Church – which church was received under care of Presbytery.

D. Love – Ruling Elder from Bethel Church appeared, and having rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness, took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

Presbytery proceeded to assign parts of trial to Mr. Jno. N. Waddel,
 licentiate under its care, and to make arrangements for his ordination at the next regular

[9]

semi-annual meeting, provided the way be clear. Rom V:1 was assigned as a text for a sermon. 

The Rev. J. H. Gray was appointed to preach the ordination sermon & Rev. H. J. Bard​well his alternate. Rev. J. A. Lyon to preside and deliver the charge and Rev. D. McNair his alternate.

It was resolved that when this Presbytery adjourn from its present sessions it adjourn to meet at Columbus on Thursday before the fourth Sabbath in September next at 7 o’clock p.m.

The committees on the records of Mayhew and Wahalak Churches reported, whose re​ports were accepted and adopted.

On request the name of Mayhew Church was changed to Starkville Church.

Messrs Archibald & Bell were appointed a committee on the records of Bethel Church.

The committee on the records of Aberdeen Church made their report, which was

[10]

accepted, amended, and adopted.

The committee on the records of Houston Church presented a report, which was accepted and adopted.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery held a free conversation on the state of religion.

Messrs Lyon & McDonald were appointed to take notes and prepare a narrative.

The Rev. Mr. Helm of the Presbytery of Phila., being present, was invited to sit with Pres​bytery as a corresponding member.

The Committee on records of Bethel Church presented their report, which was received and adopted.

Presbytery had a recess until 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business.

The following Preambles and Resolutions were adopted. Whereas, it has been reported to this Presbytery that there is in the bounds of the Tuscaloosa Presbytery of the Synod of Alabama, a pious, talented, and learned black man, who is

[11]

desirous to go as a missionary to his fellow countrymen in Africa, and that he and his family can be purchased for that purpose, for $2500, one half of which sum the Synod of Alabama has promised to raise, provided the Synod of Mississippi will raise the other half, Therefore Resolved That this Presbytery will raise at least $200, as our quota of the amount required for this purpose. 

Whereas Oakland College,
 which is under the care of the Synod of Mississippi is such an institution of learning as claims the interest and prayers of every Presbyterian, Christ​ian, and Philanthropist in this state, Resolved, that this Presbytery feels a deep interest in its welfare, and that we cordially recommend it to all our churches & people as a suitable institution for the education of their youth.

It was also Resolved, that each member

[12]

of Presbytery be required to preach on the subject of Education of young men for the Gos​​pel ministry, and when expedient, to take up collection for that object annually, and report to each spring meeting of Presbytery.

Mr Jno. F. Gardner, Ruling Elder from Unity Church appeared, and having rendered sat​is​​factory reasons for tardiness, took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

The Rev. D. McNair was appointed to preach the next Presbyterial sermon on the subject of Regeneration. The following was appointed the subject for conference at the next meeting of Presbytery – to wit – Whether the Abrahamic covenant, as to masters and servants, is of authority under the N.T. and what Christian duties do Masters and Mistres​ses owe their servants, and how best discharged?

Messrs Morrow & Gardner were appointed a committee on the records of Smyrna church.

[13]

It was resolved that Presbytery now proceed to the examination of Mr. L. B. Gaston with a view to his ordination. Mr. Gaston preached a trial sermon from Gal III:22, which was sustained as a part of trial. He was examined on Theology, the Sacraments, Eccl. History, Chh. Government, and Hebrew. The examination on these several parts being sustained, Presbytery resolved to proceed to the ordination of Mr Gaston at 11 o’clock tomorrow. Rev. T. Archibald was appointed to preside in place of Rev. T. C. Stuart, and Rev. J. A. Lyon to give the charge in place of Rev. W. A. Gray.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning 8½ o’clock.









Concluded with prayer.








Saturday morning the 8th







8½ o’clock.

Presbytery met and opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

The committee of supplies made their report, which was accepted and adopted and is as follows:

[14]

The committee on Supplies recommend to Presbytery the following supplies during the next six months:

Rev. J. A. Lyon to visit and preach at Waverly.

Rev. T. Archibald, to supply as much as possible the Bethel Green Chh.

Rev. H. McDonald to visit & administer the sacraments in the Carolina Chh.

Rev. H. J. Bardwell to preach to & administer the Sacraments in Louisville Chh.

Rev. J. H. Gray to preach and administer the sacraments in Erin Chh.

Rev. J. M. Morrow to labor as a missionary to the churches of Aberdeen, Houston, Col​bert, & Unity.

The committee also recommend for the supply of the pulpit of the Starkville Chh. during the absence of the Pastor to the Gen. Assembly that

The Rev. J. A. Lyon preach there 3rd Sabbath of May,

The Rev. J. M. Morrow preach there 1st Sabbath of May,

The Rev. D. McNair preach there 1st Sabbath of June,

& the Rev. T. Archibald at Union Chh. 4th Sabbath of May.

[15]

The Bethel Church requested through its Elder, that the Rev. S. P. Helm be permitted to supply them and to moderate the session during the next six months, which request was granted.

The committee on the records of Smyrna Chh. presented a report, recommending their approval to p. 21, which was accepted.

Presbytery adopted the following: Inasmuch as it has been represented to Presbytery that there are disorders in the Unity church, Therefore Resolved that the Rev. J. M. Morrow be directed in connection with the session of that church to attend to said disorders, and that he be authorized to call to the assistance of the session any or all of the Elders of the Aberdeen Church.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery held a conference on the best mode of sermonizing
 for the S. W. Country. 

Rev. Mr. Mann of the Methodist Episcopal Church, being present,

[16]

was invited to sit as a corresponding member.  

The conference being ended, Presbytery proceeded to the next order of the day, to wit: the ordination of Mr. L. B. Gaston. The Rev. H. J. Bardwell preached the ordination ser​mon from I Tim. IV:16. “Take heed unto thyself and unto thy doctrine.” The Candidate having satisfactorily answered the Constitutional questions, he was solemnly or​dained and set apart to the full exercise of the Gospel Ministry, as an Evangelist, by prayer and im​position of the hands of the Presbytery, the Rev. T. Archibald, presiding. The Rev. J. A. Lyon then delivered a charge to the newly ordained Evangelist; after which Mr. Gas​ton took his seat as a member of Presbytery. 









Recess till 2½ o’clock.








Saturday








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures presented a report, which was amended

[17]

and adopted as follows:

The Committee on Bills & Overtures beg leave to report that the following overtures were put into their hands, viz:

 No. I. Is the habitual neglect of family worship in an officer of the Church, or in a Chh. member, being the male head of the family, an offence demanding discipline?

No. II. Is it the duty of a church to defray the expenses of its ministers in attending on the meetings of Presbytery & Synod?







(from the Wahalak Church.)

No. III. Is it in order for members of other Presbyteries to moderator a session within our bounds?







(from Rev. H. McDonald.)

As to the 1st, the Committee recommend to Presbytery the following answer: That the habitual neglect of family religion in an officer of the church
 is under all circumstances an offense deserving discipline, and also with respect to private members, except

[18]

under peculiar circumstances.

As to the 2nd the committee recommend the following minute, That Chap XXII.Sect III.
 of our Form of Government sufficiently answers the inquiry.

As to the 3rd. the Committee recommend that the Presbytery refer for decision to the next General Assembly the question, Is it orderly, that a member of one Presbytery moderate a church session of another Presbytery? And that the Stated Clerk be directed to forward the same to the Gen. Ass’y.








(J. A. Lyon chairman)

The clerk was ordered to furnish copies of the 1st & 2nd overtures with the answers to all the members of Presbytery, who were directed to read them to their churches.

The committee on the records of Columbus Church presented their report, recommend​ing, that in view of peculiar circumstances, the records though irregular, be approved, and that the session be directed henceforth to observe due

[19]

order and form in their sessional transactions, which was accepted and adopted.

The following resolutions were adopted unanimously.

1.  Resolved, that in view of the peculiar events and circumstances of the S. W. Churches, it is highly desirable, that a religious Paper suited to our wants and circumstances be est​ab​lished and sustained somewhere within the bounds of the Synods of Alabama & Mis​sissippi.

2.  Resolved that each Minister & Ruling Elder now present be directed to make special effort on this subject, and be prepared to state at the fall meeting of Presbytery, what number of Subscribers can be had within their respective congregations.

The Treasurer presented his report, which was accepted & approved and is as follows: The treasurer reports for the commissioner’s fund have been paid

[20]

into his hands - $22.50 in specie, $10.00 S. Carolina money & $47.00 in Ala. and like funds,
 which sums he has handed over to the Commissioner by order of Presbytery. Also $5.00 for contingent fund, which also he has paid over to the Commissioner.  No other funds are in his hand. April 8th 1843.








Jno. M. Morrow.








Treas. of Pres.—

The committee to prepare a narrative of the state of religion reported that they had not had time to prepare the narrative, whereupon the Committee was directed to prepare it at their leisure and forward the same to the Stated Clerk.

The Stated Clerk presented a Statistical Report of the Presbytery to the Gen. Assembly, which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded.

By request from Smyrna & Philadelphia churches, Rev. L. B. Gaston was directed to labor with those churches as Stated 

[21]

Supply for six months. 







        Presbytery had a recess until evening.

After recess Presbytery resumed its business. The Rev. J. A. Lyon preached the Pres​byterial Sermon on Prelacy
 from Col. I:18 “And he is the head of the body the Church.”

The Stated Clerk was directed to have extracts from the minutes of Presbytery publishing in The Presbyterian, Charleston Observer, & Watchman of the South. 

The following overture was directed to be sent up to the General Assembly, to wit: Is the ordination of a minister valid, which has been procured by forgoing and unwarrantable means?

It was Resolved that the cordial thanks of this Presbytery be presented through the Rev. J. M. Morrow to the Citizens of Aberdeen for their kind hospitality to the members of this body during the present sessions.

The following standing committees of Examination of Candidates for the ministry were appointed, viz:

[22]

Messrs Lyon & McDonald on the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages, and on the arts & sciences.

Messrs Bardwell, Gaston, & McNair, on Theology, natural & revealed.

Messrs. Gray & Morrow on Eccl. History, Ch. Government, & the Sacraments.

The Minutes having been read & corrected, Presbytery adjourned to meet at Columbus on Thursday before the fourth Sabbath of September next at 7 o’clock p.m.

Concluded with singing, prayer, and benediction.







Attest—H. J. Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

[23]








Columbus, Miss, Sept. 21, 1843








7 o’clock p.m.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment in the Presbyterian Church of Columbus, and was opened with a sermon by Bishop D. McNair the Moderator, from Matt. 10:16. After sermon Presbytery was constituted by prayer. The Stated Clerk being absent, Bishop J. A. Lyon was requested to act in his place. The Roll being called, the fol​lowing members were present:

Ministers


Ruling Elders


of Churches

T. Archibald


Wm McMullen

Houston

D. McNair


James Carlisle


Aberdeen

J. A. Lyon


Wm. H. Craven

Columbus

J. M. Morrow


D. McDougald


Starkville





Wm. A. Slaughter

Macon





J. F. Moseley


Wahalak





Wm. B. Cavanaugh

Bethel Green





J. S. Peden


Smyrna





Sam’l J. Wilson

Philadelphia





J. Wilkinson


Carolina





R. Dowdle


Unity

[24]





and E. Harris                      of Montrose Church.

Absent Bishops J. H. Gray, H. J. Bardwell, L. B. Gaston, & H. McDonald. 

Bishop J. A. Lyon was chosen Moderator, and Ruling Elder J. F. Moseley Temp. Clerk, and J. M. Morrow Assistant Clerk.

Presbytery then adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock.









     Concluded with prayer.








Friday morning, Sept. 22.








8 o’clock.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Members present as yesterday. The Minutes of yesterday were read.

Bishop S. Helm of the 1st Presbytery of Philadelphia, Rev. S. J. Feemster of the Inde​pend​ent Presbyterian Chh., & Rev. W. W. Bell of the Cumberland Presby. Church, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Bishop L. B. Gaston tendered through Bishop McNair reasons for his absence from the present sessions of Presbytery, which were sustained. 

The following Committees were appointed, viz: Committee of Arrangements Bishop Lyon & Ruling Elder Craven & Committee on Bills & Overtures, Bp. McNair & Elders McDougald & Slaughter;

[25]

Judicial Com., Bp Morrow & Elders Wilson & Carlisle; Com. on Minutes of the General Assembly, Bps. McNair & Morrow & Elders Cavanaugh, Peyden, & Dowdle; Com. of supplies Bp. Morrow & Elders McMullen & Dowdle.

A Report was rendered from Bishop H. J. Bardwell the Commissioner from this Pres​bytery to the last Gen. Assembly, which report was received & laid on the Table.

Reports on Supplies were called for, whereas Bps. Lyon, Archibald, Morrow, & McNair reported acceptably to Presbytery.

John M. Ervin Ruling Elder from Bethel Church appeared, & having rendered satisfac​tory reasons for tardiness, took his seat as a Member of Presbytery.

Bp. Morrow, who was directed by Presbytery at its last sessions, in connection with the session of Unity church, to inquire into reported disorders in said church, reported, that he had done as directed, and that all disorders and dissatisfaction had been settled & re​moved, which

[26]

report was accepted. 

It was resolved that when this Presbytery adjourn from its present sessions, it adjourn to meet in the Presbyterian Church at Wahalak on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Rev. James Wallace of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member. The Rev. Mr. Finley of the Methodist Episcopal Church being present was also invited to a seat as a corresponding member.

The Presbytery Conference was made the order of the day for 8 o’clock tomorrow morn​ing. The Presbyterial Sermon was appointed to be preached on Sabbath Evening at early candle light. 

The Subject for Conference at the Spring meeting of Presbytery was appointed to be, “the best mode of conducting Protracted Meetings.” 







Presbytery had a recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess, Presbytery met & resumed business. Wm Smith, Ruling Elder from Leba​non Church appeared, and having

[27]

rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

A letter from the editor of the Board of Publication, touching the publications of all the Minutes of the General Assemblies and the action of the last Gen. Assembly in relation thereto, was laid before Presbytery, and referred to the Committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly.

Presbytery then proceeded to the nomination of candidates to represent this body in the next General Assembly. The result was the nomination of Bp. McNair principal and Bp. J. A. Lyon alternate and Ruling Elder J. F. Moseley principal and D. McDougald alter​nate. 

Bishop J. M. Morrow, the Treasurer, was ordered to make the proper assessment on the churches for the commissioner’s fund, and report to Presbytery. 

On motion Presbytery resolved to proceed to the examination of Mr. J. N. Waddel, Licen​tiate, with a view to his ordination. Whereupon he was examined on Natural & Re​vealed Religion, Eccl. History, Chh. Government, &

[28]

the Sacraments, the Greek & Hebrew Languages, and the Arts & Sciences; which several examinations were fully sustained as parts of trial. Mr. Waddel then preached a trial sermon from Rom. 5:1, which was also sustained. And Presbytery resolved to attend to the ordination of Mr Waddel on tomorrow at 7 o’clock p.m.

A free conversation on the State of Religion was made the order of the day at 2 o’clock p.m. tomorrow.

The Ruling Elder from Montrose chh. presented the following case in relation to which the advice of Presbytery was asked. viz: An individual presented a letter of dismission of the most satisfactory character to the session of that church, from the Valley Creek chh., Dal​las County, Ala. and was received as a member and was afterwards elected & or​dained a Ruling Elder in that church. Sometime thereafter rumors, charging the said in​di​vidual with offences of a very gross character came to the knowledge of the church, said to have been committed in the State of

[29]

Alabama after his dismission from Valley Creek church, and before his reception into the Church of Montrose. The opinion of Presbytery is asked, whether the Montrose Church has power to inquire into offences committed after a dismission from another church, but before reception into itself, and beyond the territorial limits of the same? In answer, Pres​bytery referred the session of Montrose church to our Book of discipline, Chap 10, Sec 3. Title Jurisdiction as fully in point.
 

Presbytery the adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock. 









     Concluded with prayer.








Saturday morning,








Sept. 23, 1843, 8 o’clock.

Presbytery met according to adjournment & was opened by prayer. Members present as yesterday. The Minutes of yesterday were read.

The Rev. J. A. Lyon was appointed to preach the next Presbyterial Sermon on Presbyter​ianism.

Bps. Gray & Bardwell, appointed as principal and alternate to preach the ordination

[30]

sermon preparatory to the ordination of Mr Waddel, being both absent, Bp. McNair was appointed to fulfill that duty at 7 o’clock in the evening. 

The moderator presented a letter from the Rev. J. H. Gray, offering reasons for his ab​sence from the present meeting of Presbytery, which were sustained as satisfactory. The same letter also contained an application for a dismission from this body to join the Pres​bytery of Clinton, which was granted.

Presbytery proceeded to the order of the day, viz. Conference on the subject “Whether the Abrahamic Covenant as to masters & servants is of authority under the N. Testament? And what Christian duties to Masters & Mistresses owe their servants and how best dis​charged?”

Presbytery having finished the Conference, and some of the members appearing to be out of the house a motion was made that the roll be called. The moderator proceeded to call the roll, when, finding that but two Bishops were present, he decided that

[31]

the business could not progress without the presence of at least three Bishops.






The members then adjourned till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met, a quorum being present. The Moderator then resigned the chair to Bp. Archibald, and offered the following resolutions, viz:

Whereas there seems to be a difficulty in the minds of some with regard to the proper persons necessary to a quorum to do business in Presbytery, after Presbytery is organ​ized, Resolved that in the opinion of Presbytery the constitution requires the presence of three ministers to constitute a legal quorum to continue to do business; which resolution was decided in the affirmative, but many members professing to have misapprehended the ques​tion, a motion was made to reconsider, which was carried.

Ruling Elder John M. Ervin had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presby​tery.

[32]

Presbytery had a conference on the state of religion, and then had a recess till 7 o’clock.








[7 o’clock p.m.]

After recess Presbytery met and was called to order by the Moderator. 

Agreeably to order Bp. McNair delivered the ordination sermon. Mr J. N. Waddel then, having first satisfactorily answered the constitutional questions, was solemnly ordained and set apart to the full exercise of the Gospel Ministry, as an Evangelist, by prayer & the imposition of hands of the Presbytery, Bp. Lyon presiding. Bp. Lyon then gave the charge to the newly ordained Bishop whereupon Mr Waddel took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

The report from the Commissioners to the General Assembly was called up and ap​proved. And it appearing from his report that the sum of $13.20 was due him for his ex​penses to & from the Gen. Assembly, the Treasurer was directed to pay him that amount out of the funds in his hands.

The reasons furnished for the absence of Bp. Bardwell from the

[33]

present sessions of Presbytery were sustained.  

The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly made a report, which was laid on the table. 

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported overtures No. 1 & 2., viz. No. 1. Certain Memorials and Papers from Charles Allen & several members of the Philadelphia church, requesting that a new trial be granted to Charles Allen. The Committee recommended that said request be granted: Which was laid on the table.

Overture No. 2. Resolved that each Elder be called upon to say what is done in his church for the support of his Minister; and that this call be made at each fall meeting of the Pres​bytery.
 Laid on the Table.

Presbytery then adjourned till 8 o’clock on Monday morning.









Concluded with prayer.








8 o’clock, Monday morning








September 25, 1843

Presbytery met & was opened by prayer. The roll being called Members were present as Saturday, except Bps. McNair & Waddel, & Elder Craven. The minutes of Saturday were

[34]

read. On motion Ruling Elder Dowdle had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

On motion, it was resolved that the church of Mount Moriah recently organized in New​ton County, be taken under the care of Presbytery. 

Bps. McNair & Waddel, & Elder Cra​ven tendered reasons for tardiness this morning, which were sustained. 

On motion, leave was granted to withdraw the resolution in relation to the organization of Presbytery: And It was then resolved that the following overture be sent up to Synod at its next meeting for their consideration and advice, viz: After the regular organization of Presbytery, four ministers and a large representation of Elders being present at that time; if two of those ministers retire from Presbytery can the remainder present continue to transact business?

The committee of supplies made the following report, which was accepted & adopted, viz:

[35]

Bp. Bardwell be directed
 to administer the Sacraments to the Houston & Louisville churches; Bp. Morrow to supply the Aberdeen church, and to administer the sacraments to Colbert & Unity churches. Bp. Lyon to continue his labors at Columbus as before & to

Administer the sacraments to Bethel Church; Bp. Archibald to administer the sacraments to Bethel Green church, Bp. Gaston to preach at Philadelphia & supply the Smyrna church for the present; Bp. McNair to continue his labors at Macon and Wahalak as be​fore; Bp. Martin of the Clinton Presbytery be permitted to supply Lebanon & Beth​salem churches; Bp. McDonald to administer the sacraments at Erin church; Bps McNair, Wad​del & McDonald to hold a protracted meeting at the Carolina church includ​ing the 4th Sabbath in October next; Bp. Waddel to supply the Hermon, Montrose, & Mount Moriah [chhs.], & to administer the sacraments at Good Hope.

Overture​ No. 1 was then taken up for

[36]

consideration & rejected. Overture No. 2 was thus taken up, and while under consider​a​tion, it was resolved to adjourn for ten minutes to meet at the house of Elder Craven.








Concluded with prayer.

According to adjournment, Presbytery met at the house of Elder Craven, and was opened by prayer. The minutes of the previous session were read. The consideration of Overture No. 2 was resumed – and the overture was adopted.

On motion, it was resolved that the name of each member who makes a motion be placed on the minutes. 

On motion of Elder Carlisle, it was resolved that each Elder of vacant churches under care of this Presbytery be recommended to observe that part of the consti​tution which re​lates to the assembling of the congregation for religious exercises on the Sabbath, when the same is practicable. 

On motion of the same, resolved that the memorialists in the case of Charles Allen be re​quired to present the new testimony, alleged to have been discovered, to the next regu​lar

[37]

meeting of Presbytery for the further action of that body. 

On motion of Bp. Morrow, it was resolved that the report of the Committee on the Min​utes of the General Assembly be taken up. The report was accordingly taken up, and the preamble & first resolution were adopted and are as follows: The committee on the Min​utes of the General Assembly report that after a careful examination of those Minutes, they find the following items which claim the attention of Presbytery.

1. viz. On page 174, in relation to the sanctification of the Sabbath—whereas, in com​pli​ance with the order, resolved that it be enjoined upon all the ministers belonging to this Presbytery to preach especially on the sanctification of the Sabbath before the next regu​lar meeting of Presbytery, at which time they shall be required to report to Presbytery whether they have complied with the order.

The second resolution which is as follows; on page 178, the General Assembly has ex​pressed its judgment that neither 

[38]

the constitution nor the practice of our church authorizes Ruling Elders to impose hands in the ordination of Ministers: Therefore resolved that this Presbytery concur in the opin​ion thus expressed on this subject by the General Assembly, was taken up and the fol​lowing substitute was offered by Elder Moseley, and adopted by Presbytery, viz: Re​sol​ved, that while this Presbytery is disposed to pay the greatest respect & submission to the opinions & decisions of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the United States, it at the same time most respectfully enters their dissent to the construction put upon that part of our Constitution in relation to the ordination of Ministers and their ac​count of the practice of the Church.
 

The 3rd resolution was then taken up and adopted as follows: Resolved, that at each fall meeting of Presbytery, a sermon shall be preached on Domestic Missions and a collec​tion taken up for this object.

The 4th resolution in relation to Psalmody

[39]

was taken up & adopted as follows: Resolved that this Presbytery recommend to all the churches under its care the use of the Book of Psalms and Hymns approved and author​ized to be used in all our churches.

A call having been made and sustained by 1/3 of the members, for the yeas & nays on the 2nd resolution, they were taken as follows:

Yeas- Bps. Lyon and McNair and Elders Carlisle, Craven, Moseley, Peyden, Wilson & Harris.

Nays- Bps. Archibald, Morrow, & Waddel. Elders, McMullen, McDougald, Cavanaugh, & Wilkinson. —

Elder Smith had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery. Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Presbyterian Church at 2 o’clock p.m.









Concluded with prayer.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and was opened by prayer.

The 5th resolution of the report of the Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly was taken up,

[40]

and adopted as follows: Resolved that the Presbytery concur in the opinion expressed by the General Assembly, viz. that any three ministers of a Presbytery being regularly con​vened are a quorum competent to the transaction of all business agreeably to the pro​vis​ions contained in the form of government Chap 10. Sec. 7.

The 6th resolution in relation to printing an Edition of the Minutes of the General Assem​bly from the origin of that body, was taken up and adopted as follows: Resolved that it be recommended to each minister belonging to this Presbytery to bring the subject before the people of his charge & endeavor to procure the means to obtain this valuable public​a​tion for general circulation.

The 7th resolution was taken up and adopted as follows: Resolved that each church ses​sion under the care of this Presbytery be required to report the amount of funds raised dur​​ing the year for the support of the benevolent

[41]

objects of the day, which are under the control of the Presbyterian Church, at each spring meeting of Presbytery.

The Stated Clerk was directed to send extracts from the Minutes of the present sessions of Presbytery for publication to the Watchman of the South, the Presbyterian, and Charleston Observer. 

It was resolved that the cordial thanks
 of this Presbytery be presented through the Pastor elect of this Church to the citizens of Columbus for their kind hospitalities to the mem​bers of Presbytery during its sessions.

The following resolution was then offered by Bp. Waddel & adopted viz: Resolved, that dur​ing every meeting of this Presbytery a certain hour be set apart for the special relig​ious social exercises in which the several members connected with the Presbytery shall participate & perform the duties that may be assigned by the Presbytery or com​mittee on public worship.

Agreeably to a previous order of Presbytery the members were called on to report

[42]

what had been done within their bounds on the subject of getting up and sustaining a south​ western religious news paper, which reports were decidedly favorable to the enter​prise. 
On motion of Bp. McNair Presbytery resolved to adjourn to meet in the Presby​terian Church at Wahalak on Thursday before the 3rd Sabbath in April 1844, at 11 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with singing, prayer, & the Apostolical benediction.








Attest-  H. J. Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

Approved thus far with the following exception, viz: “The names of the moderator and temporary clerk are not appended to the minutes.”

Yazoo City,





D. L. Gray,

Oct 29th 1843





Mod. of Synod.

[43]








Wahalak, Thursday, 18th April 1844








11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Bishop J. A. Lyon Moderator from Rom 16:17. Sermon being ended Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

The following members were present: Bishops. 

James A. Lyon, Daniel McNair, Henry McDonald, Leroy B. Gaston, & John N. Waddel.

Ruling Elders.

Wm B. Cavanaugh 
from 

Bethel Green Church

Sam’l J. Wilson
from

Philadelphia Church

Duncan McDougald
from

Starkville Church

S. M. Goode

from

Wahalak Church

Richard Barry

from 

Columbus Church

Alex’r McCoy

from 

Carolina Church

Joseph P. Dowdle
from 

Montrose Church

Absent. J. J. Bardwell, Thos. Archibald, and John M. Morrow. 

Bp. L. B. Gaston was elected Moderator, and Bp. J. N. Waddel Temporary Clerk.






Presbytery had a recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business.

[44]

The minutes of the last meeting were called for but were not present. On motion of Bp. Mc​Donald a committee of three, consisting of Bps. Lyon, & McDonald & Elder Wilson, was appointed to prepare a docket of business.

Rev. Mr. Sturdevant of Oxford [Ohio] Presbytery being present was invited to sit as a cor​res​ponding member.

The following committees on church records were appointed:

McNair and Dowdle 

on Records of Columbus Ch.

Waddel & Goode 

on Records of Bethel Green Ch.

McDonald & Barry

on Records of Carolina Ch.

Lyon & Wilson

on Records of Wahalak Ch.

McNair & McCoy 

on Records of Montrose Ch.

McDonald & Barry

on Records of Louisville Ch.

Waddel & Goode

on Records of Erin Ch.

Lyon & Cavanaugh

on Records of Mount Moriah Ch.

McNair & McDougald 
on Records of Hermon Ch.

The report of the Treasurer, in relation to assessment on churches for commissioner’s fund, was read & received; which report being found incorrect was referred for correction to a committee consisting

[45]

of Messrs Lyon & Goode. 

The Committee on the Records of Mount Moriah reported recommending the approval of said records to p. 4, which was adopted.

Members, absent from last meeting of Presbytery, were called on for excuses.

H. McDonald tendered his excuse, which was sustained. 

D. Love, Ruling Elder from Bethel Church appeared, and rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Records of Bethel Chh.
 were referred to a committee consisting of Messrs McNair & Mc​Coy.

Wm Wallis, Elder from Erin Church, appeared and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

The Committee on the Records of Carolina Church reported, recommending approval with the following exceptions, viz. 1st, Several leaves are not paged, & 2nd Baptisms, Mar​riages & Deaths are recorded among the records of the session, which report was adopted.

Bp. Morrow, by letter, assigned reasons for absent from the present sessions

[46]

which were sustained.

The Presbyterial Conference was appointed the order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m. Satur​day. A free conversation on the state of religion was appointed the order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m. on Friday.  11 o’clock a.m. Saturday was appointed the hour for the Presby​terial sermon, on Presbyterianism.

The best method of conducting prayer was selected as the subject of next Presbyterial Conference. 

Members were called on to state what had been done for missions; when it appeared that something had been done in some of the churches, and nothing in others.

The committee on the records of Louisville Church reported. There is a mistake of ten years as to the time when the church was organized; the minutes are not signed either by the moderator or clerk; nor is the book paged. There is no list of baptisms, marriages, or deaths. The committee would recommend that the minutes be kept in a better book:

[47]

which report was adopted.

Messrs McNair, McDonald, & Wilson were appointed a committee of supplies.

Montrose church was chosen the place for the next meeting of Presbytery, and the 2nd Thursday of October next, 11 o’clock a.m. the time of said meeting.

The committee on the records of Hermon Church reported recommending their approval to page 4th. which was adopted.

The committee on the Records of Bethel Church reported, recommending the approval of the records to p. 12, which was adopted. 

On motion Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning








8 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday. The minutes of the last session were read & corrected. 

The ministers were called on to state if they had complied with the order of Presbytery to preach on the sanctification of the Sabbath; when it appeared that 

[48]

Bps. McNair & Lyon had preached on the subject specially, Bps. Gaston & McDonald had not owing to their not being apprised of the order; and Bp Waddel had preached on the subject incidentally. 

The committee on the records of Montrose Church reported, recommending approval to page 12, which was adopted.

The Committee on the records of Wahalak Church reported, recommending their appro​val with one exception to wit- the omission of the names of the Elders present at the open​​​ing of sessional meetings, which was adopted.

The following resolutions were submitted by Elder Barry. —

Whereas, this Presbytery at its last meeting passed a resolution disapproving of the acts of the last Gen. Assembly in relation to the ordination of Ministers, and Whereas this res​olution was passed hastily and without consideration and in the absence of several mem​bers of Presbytery; therefore Resolved that the 

[49]

said resolution be and the same is hereby rescinded.

Resolved, furthermore that Presbytery believe that opposition to the acts of the Assembly in relation to the quorum of Presbytery & the ordination of ministers, is calculated to intro​duce disorder, confusion, & strife into our beloved church & to change our ancient & long established customs & government; and that our commissioners to the next General Assembly be instructed and required to discountenance and appose all efforts which may be made to change the resolutions of the former General Assembly on these subjects or in any wise to alter the constitution of our church. 

After some discussion, the further consideration of these resolutions was suspended for the present.

James McRae Elder from Smyrna Church appeared and, having assigned satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness, took his seat as a member of Presbytery. Presbytery

[50]

had a recess till after Divine Worship, in the afternoon.








2½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened & resumed business. The committee on the records of Erin Church reported recommending their approval to p. 4. with the following exceptions, viz-1st In​fant Baptisms are recorded as acts of session- 2nd The records are not paged- 3rd The min​utes of session are not signed by Clerk. Which report was adopted.

The committee on the records of Bethel Green Church reported, recommending approval excepting 1st That the closing of session seems to have preceded the action of session-
 & 2nd The names of the Elders are not given. Which was adopted.

The committee on the records of Columbus Ch. reported, recommending their approval to p. 30 with one exception, the records are signed by the Pastor Elect instead of the clerk of session – which was adopted.

[51]

The hour for a free conversation on the state of religion having arrived, Messrs Lyon, Mc​Donald, McDougald, & Willis were appointed a committee to prepare a narrative of the state of religion in our bounds from the statements to be made by members. The free conversation being concluded, Presbytery proceeded to other business. 

Bp. Archibald appeared and having rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat. Bp. McDonald was appointed to preach the next Presbyterial sermon, on “the final perseverance of the saints.”

The following Preamble & Resolutions were submitted and adopted.-

Whereas the Synod of Mississippi at its last meeting organized a Missionary Society for the better conduct of domestic missions within its own bounds, and whereas unity of action in the same Synod is highly desirable, and we entirely approve of the action of the Synod, therefore

Resolved, 1—That this Presbytery shall

[52]

be, and hereby is constituted an auxiliary Society to the Synodical Board of Missions.

2. That it be required of each and every church under the care of this Presbytery to take up an annual subscription for the support of the various objects of benevolence under the control of our church.

3. That the Pastors and Delegates of these churches be required to give a report of what has been raised for these causes at every Spring meeting of this Presbytery-

4. That the funds thus collected shall hereafter be brought up at each spring semiannual meeting of Presbytery, deposited in its treasury and there held subject to the order of the Synodical Board.

5. That the Treasurer be required to make a regular financial report to the Synodical Board at every semi-annual meeting in relation to the funds under the control of the Board.-

6. That a committee of two Ministers and one Elder be appointed to act

[53]

as a Committee of Missions during the interval between the semi-annual meetings of Pres​bytery.

Resolved that Bro. Bardwell & McDonald & Elder Barry be the committee under the 6th resolution.

John Pilcher a ruling Elder from Lebanon Church appeared and having rendered satis​fac​tory reasons for tardiness, took his seat. 

The records of Lebanon Church were referred to a committee consisting of Messrs. Mc​Nair & McCoy.

The case of the memorialists in regard to Chas. Allen having come up, it was referred to a Judicial Committee, consisting of Messrs Archibald, McNair, and McDougald.

Presbytery then adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.-








Saturday morning 








8 o’clock

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Present as yesterday, with the addition of Bp. J. H. Bardwell who appeared and rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness. The minutes of yesterday’s session were read & corrected. The

[54]

Stated Clerk then read the minutes of last fall meeting of Presbytery. The Judicial Com​mittee stated they have not been able to hold a meeting: Whereupon Bp. McNair was ex​cused from acting on the committee & Bp. Bardwell was substituted in his place & Elder Goode added to the Committee.

A letter was read from the Stated Clerk of Tuscaloosa Presbytery, dismissing the Rev. R. S. Gladney to join this Presbytery.

On motion Mr Gladney was received upon his certificate & without examination in con​si​deration of his absence on necessary business, his having been a member of this Presby​tery for many years, and his being better known to this Presbytery than to any other body. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was taken up, viz, Preamble & resolutions sub​mit​ted by Mr Barry, which being discussed and amended, were adopted as follows:

[55]

Whereas this Presbytery at its last meeting passed a resolution disapproving of the acts of the last General Assembly in relation to the ordination of Ministers; therefore Resolved 1- that the said resolution be and the same is hereby rescinded.

2. Resolved, furthermore that our commissioners to the next General Assembly be in​struc​ted & required to dis-countenance and oppose all efforts which may be made to change the resolutions of the former General Assembly on the ordination and quorum subjects.

On the 2nd resolution the ayes & noes were called for and were as follows:

Ayes, Bps. Lyon, McNair, Bardwell, McDonald, Archibald, Waddel; & Elders, Cava​naugh, Barry, McCoy, McDougald, Dowdle, Willis, Love, & Pilcher. Ayes- 14.

Noes, Elders, Wilson & Goode. Noes. 2.

Non Liquet, McRae—1. 

On motion a committee was appointed; consisting of Messrs McDonald & Barry, to wait on the nominees to the General Assembly,

[56]

and to learn whether they are willing to comply with the above instructions of this Pres​by​tery.

Rev. Mr. Morrison of the New School Clinton Presbytery being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Rev. Sam’l P. Helme
 presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Phila​delphia to join this body; when after satisfactory examination he was received as a mem​ber of this Presbytery. 

The Judicial Committee asked & obtained leave to withdraw.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, viz. Delivery of the Presbyterial Sermon, Presbytery suspended other business, in order to attend upon that.






Presbytery had a recess until 3 ½ o’clock p.m.








3 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery convened & resumed business.

The Committee appointed to confer with the nominees to the General Assembly, reported that the nominees all express their willingness to abide by

[57]

the instructions of Presbytery. 

The hour having arrived for the order of the day, viz., the Presbyterial Conference on “the best mode of conducting protracted meetings,”
 that business was taken up, and the mem​bers having expressed their views, Presbytery proceeded to other business.

The Judicial Committee, on the case of memorialists in behalf of Chas. Allen reported, which report was adopted and is as follows: The Judicial Committee to who was referred the application of Chas Allen for a new trial, beg leave to report; that they have given the case a careful examination and have come unanimously to the following conclusion: That as Charles Allen, from some misapprehension of the order of Presbytery, has introduced but a very small portion of the testimony which he alleges [sic] he can produce in sup​port of his application for a new trial, and as he alleges that he can by the next regular meeting of Presbytery produce

[58]

other competent testimony tending to prove his innocence of the charges for which he stands suspended, the Committee would respectfully suggest the adoption of the fol​low​ing resolution; to wit, that Charles Allen be and he is hereby allowed until the next reg​ular meeting of Presbytery to prepare his ex parte testimony in support of his applica​tion.








T. Archibald, chairman.

The Committee on Supplies reported, which report was adopted & is as follows:

Lyon to preach & administer the Sacraments one Sabbath at Unity at discretion.

Archibald to preach &c at Unity & Colbert one Sabbath each at discretion, and to preach at Macon 4th Sabbath in May.

Bardwell at Philadelphia 1 Sabbath at discretion & 1st Sab. in May at Wahalak.

Gaston at Wahalak 3rd Sab. in May.

Morrow at Unity, Colbert, Houston & Erin, one Sab. each at discretion.

[59]

Waddel to preach & administer sacraments at Erin 1 Sab. at discretion.

McNair & McDonald attend a Camp Meeting at Carolina.

Helme at Wahalak 1st Sab. in June and at Brooklyn 2nd Sab. in May.

McDonald at Wahalak 3rd Sab. in June.

Gladney at Macon the Sab. in June & at Unity, Houston & Colbert one Sabbath each at discretion.

On motion of Mr. Bardwell, Resolved that the previous resolutions of Presbytery in re​lation to semi-annual missionary sermons as a standing order of Presbytery be rescin​ded, in view of the action had at the present sessions on the subject.

On motion of Mr Waddel, Resolved that the standing order of Presbytery requiring spec​ial devotional exercises as a part of business at each meeting be suspended for the pres​ent meeting.

Bp. McDonald was directed to supply the churches of Bethel & Bethel Green.

The nominees to the next General Assembly

[60]

were then appointed the Commissioners of this Presbytery, to wit: Bp. McNair and Rul​ing Elder John F. Mosely as Principles and Bp. Lyon & Ruling Elder Duncan Mc​Dou​g​ald, as Alternates.

J. McRae, Elder from Smyrna ch. had leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery. 

The committee on the records of Lebanon ch. reported, recommending their approval with these exceptions; 1st The pages of the session book are not numbered. 2nd The ses​sion opened & closed with prayer in two instances before they proceeded to do busi​ness. 3rd The name of the Clerk of Session is not appended to the minutes of session, which re​port was adopted.

Five Dollars being reported as the balance due Bp. Bardwell our commissioner to the last General Assembly, it was ordered, that it be paid out of the money in the treasury. 

On motion of Mr. Bardwell, it was resolved that a committee be appointed to examine the records of Presbytery in reference to the Standing

[61]

Rules, which have from time to time been passed, and to report at the next meeting of Presbytery some digested form of these standing rules, with such recommendations as the committee may deem best. Messrs Bardwell & McDougald were appointed said commit​tee.

The members of Presbytery being called on to say what they could do in reference to sub​scribing for the Published Minutes of the General Assembly, it was ascertained that four copies would be taken.

The Committee on the state of the commissioners fund reported $75 collected and was directed to pay it over to the commissioners.

The Stated Clerk presented the statistical report of Presbytery to the General Assembly, which was adopted.






Presbytery had a recess till after divine service.








9 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened & resumed business. Resolved that Presbytery return their cordial thanks, through Bp. McNair, to the citizens of Wahalak for the kind & hospitable manner, in which they have

[62]

been entertained during the present sessions of this body.

Resolved, that the committee on the narrative of the state of religion be continued & direc​ted to prepare their report, and transmit the same to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.

The minutes of the present sessions of Presbytery were then read and corrected.

Resolved that Presbytery now adjourn to meet at Montrose Church on the 2nd Thursday in October next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with singing, prayer, and apostolical benediction.








L. B. Gaston, Moderator.








J. N. Waddel, Temp. Clerk.






          Attest—H. J. Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

[63]








Montrose Church,








October 10th 1844, 11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment, & was opened with a ser​mon by the Moderator Bp. L. B. Gaston from Jer. 8:21, 22. Sermon being concluded Pres​bytery was constituted by prayer.

The roll was called, & the following members were present, Bps. H. J. Bardwell, H. Mc​Donald, D. McNair, L. B. Gaston, and J. N. Waddel, and Elders D. McDougald from Starkville ch, Wm. Willis from Erin; C. B. Gray from Montrose, and Wm Broadfoot from Hermon.

Absent Bps. Thos Archibald, J. A. Lyon, J. M. Morrow, R. S. Gladney, & S. P. Helme.

Bp. H. McDonald was chosen Moderator and Bp. L. B. Gaston, Tem. Clerk.




       Presbytery then took a recess until ½ past 2 o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m. 

Presbytery convened and resumed business. The minutes of the last meeting were read. 

The following committees were appointed:

Judicial Committee, Messrs. Bardwell, 

[64]

Waddel, and Willis.

Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly, Messrs. McNair, Bardwell, & Broad​​foot.

On Bills & Overtures Messrs, Waddel, McNair & McDougald.

On Public Worship, Messrs Waddel & Gray.

On Supplies, Messrs McNair, Bardwell & Gray.

Communications to Presbytery were then called for; when a letter from Elder Jno F. Mosely was presented and read, rendering an excuse for failure to attend the last General Assembly as commissioner from this Presbytery which excuse was sustained; also, a cir​cular from the Church Extension Committee, which was referred to the Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly; also, a letter from the Rev. H. Reid, requesting a dis​mis​sion from this Presbytery to join the Presbytery of South Carolina, which was re​fer​red to a committee consisting of Messrs Bardwell, Waddel, & Gray—Also a communication from the Assembly’s Board of Education which was referred to the Com​mit​tee on 

[65]

Bills & Overtures. 

Reports of supplies being called for, members present reported satisfactorily.

The Committee appointed by the last meeting of Presbytery upon the subject of standing rules submitted their report which was received and adopted in part when further con​si​deration was arrested by adjournment until tomorrow morning 8 ½ o’clock. 










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning 








8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Present as yesterday. The minutes of yester​day were read and corrected.

The Committee on the Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly presented a report which was re​ceived & adopted and is as follows: The Committee on the Minutes of the Gen’l As​sem​bly report that they have examined the minutes with care & find nothing in them which they think claimed the special action of this Presbytery. D. McNair chm.

On motion the action of yesterday referring the letter of the Church Extension Committee to the Committee on the Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly

[66]

was reconsidered, and said letter was referred to a special committee consisting of Messrs Waddel, Bardwell & Gray.

Mr. H. McFarland Elder from Mount Moriah Church appeared and took his seat in Pres​bytery.

The Presbyterial Sermon was made the order of the day for tomorrow at 11 o’clock a.m. The Conference was made the order of the day at 2 o’clock p.m. tomorrow. 

It was resolved that when this Presbytery adjourn, it adjourn to meet at Starkville on Thurs​day before the 2nd Sabbath of April 1845.

The treasurer being absent, Bp. McNair was appointed treasurer pro tem.







Presbytery had recess until 1 o’clock p.m.








1 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened and resumed business; Mr. D. McDougald asked & obtained leave of absence until tomorrow morning.

The committee to whom was referred the letter of Rev. H. Reid presented a report, which was received and adopted & is as follows,

[67]

viz: The committee to whom was referred the letter of the Rev. H. Reid, asking a dis​mission from this Presbytery to join the Presbytery of South Carolina, beg leave to report; that whereas at a certain meeting of Tombeckbee Presbytery in April 1841, the name of the Rev. H. Reid was stricken from the roll of Presbytery by act of that body, and where​as said act was irregular,
 therefore the committee recommend the adoption of the fol​lowing resolutions:

1. Resolved, That the act of this Presbytery by which the names of the Rev. H. Reid was stricken from our Roll be and the same is hereby rescinded.

2. Resolved that the Rev. H. Reid be and he is hereby at his own request dismissed from this Presbytery to join the Presbytery of S. Carolina; and it is hereby certified that the said Rev. H. Reid was in good and regular standing in this Presbytery up to Dec. 1839, since which time he has

[68]

been without our bounds and unknown to us.  H. J. Bardwell, chm.  

The subject of ministerial support was selected for the next Presbyterial conference, and Bp. L. B. Gaston was appointed to open the conference with a written essay.

The subject of Justification was selected for the next Presbyterial Sermon, and Bp. J. M. Morrow was appointed as Principal, and Bp. J. N. Waddel as alternate to deliver the same.

The Commissioner to the last Gen. Assembly Bp. D. McNair reported satisfactorily.

Presbytery resumed the unfinished business of yesterday, being the report of the com​mit​tee on Standing Rules which was amended & adopted and is as follows: The com​mittee appointed by Presbytery at its last meeting to examine the records, with a view of pre​senting some digested form of its various standing rules which have from time to time been passed, beg leave to report, 

[69]

that they have carefully examined all the records and have collected all those acts which can be called standing rules. But the committee consider that to present this collection would be to discharge but a very small part of their duty. Your committee, while they find your records burdened with numerous standing rules, conceive that the standing rules of a Presbytery should be few and only such as necessity or high expediency de​mands. When numerous, many of them almost of necessity stand as dead letters upon the records. In accordance with these views, which it is thought will meet with the sanction of Presbytery, your committee would respectfully recommend the rescinding of the fol​lowing acts standing upon your records, which either are standing rules or have the same effect.

1st On p. 38 of 1st vol. an act in these words to wit:  

[70]

“This Presbytery having been informed that there are within its bounds followers of Mr. Wm C. Davis,
 a clergyman excommunicated from the Presbyterian Church; After a full dis​cus​sion as to the propriety of admitting such persons to the enjoyment of Church privi​leges, Resolved as the opinion of this Presbytery that it would be improper so far to coun​tenance heresy & disorderly conduct as to admit such persons to the enjoyment of Church privileges.”

2. On p. 40 of Vol 1st
“On motion resolved that our semi-annual meeting hereafter be held on the Thursday previous to the 2nd Sab. of March & on the Thursday previous to the first Sabbath of Oct​ober in each year at 4 o’clock p.m.”

3. On p. 74 of 1st vol.

“Resolved, that hereafter the records of Sessions & the Sessional reports, which are to be forwarded to Presbytery, be presented to the Stated Clerk on the 

[71]

day that Presbytery is opened & not afterwards without a special resolution of Presby​tery.”

4. On p. 76 of 1st vol-

“Resolved that the ministers of this Presbytery with the assistance of the respective Sessions be requested to have personal conversation with the representative members of the churches under their care, once at least every three months for the purpose of learning their views, feelings & exercises upon the subject of religion, & that they keep a list of the members of each church,” which resolution is noticed on p. 80 & continued.

5. On p. 86 of 1st vol-

“Resolved that it be a standing rule of Presbytery at each semiannual meeting to hold a private session for the purpose of free conversation upon the sermons, sentiments & per​formances of the members, with no other design than to promote mutual improve​ment.”

6. On p. 91 of 1st vol.

“Resolved, that hereafter the members of 
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this Presbytery and others acting under their direction, in organizing churches within our bounds, shall in all instances cause the pledge of entire abstinence from the manufacture, traffic, and use of ardent spirits, as expressed in a former resolution of this Presbytery to be adopted in all such churches.”

7. On p. 93 of 1st vol.

“Resolved that no minister shall be admitted as a member of this Presbytery who is un​willing to sign the temperance pledge.”

8. “On motion resolved that a standing order of this Presbytery relating to the subject of missions being presented before this Presbytery at its regular stated meetings, be re​vi​ved.”  Repeated in substance on p. 38 of 3rd vol. in these words- “Resolved that at each fall meeting of Presbytery, a sermon shall be preached
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on Domestic Missions and a collection taken up for this object.”

9. On p. 97 of 1st vol.

“Resolved that the sessions of the respective churches under the care of this Presbytery be instructed to appoint a ruling Elder to attend Presbyteries & Synods, and who when thus appointed shall be bound to attend punctually.”

10. On p. 57 of 2nd vol.

Resolved “that all the churches & ministers with whom the pastoral relation does not exist, be required to report to Presbytery at its stated fall meetings upon this subject and assign reasons why the pastoral relation has not been sought.”

11. On p. 36 of 3rd vol.-

“Resolved that the name of each member who makes a motion be placed on the minutes.”

12. On p. 41 of 3rd vol.

[“] Resolved that during every meeting of this Presbytery a certain hour shall be set apart for special religious social exercises, in which the several members connected
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with the Presbytery shall participate and perform the duties that may be assigned by the Presbytery or committee on public worship.”

Your committee would [now?] beg leave to recommend the following as standing rules of Presbytery. Some of these recommended are rules already on our records, others are modifications of existing rules, and some are new to our records. They are as follows: 

1. It is required of every church session under the care of this Presbytery to present its rec​ords for review at every regular spring meeting of this body, to be accompanied with a statistical report of the church, comprising admissions, number of Communicants, Bap​tisms, Contributions, &c.

2. Every church wishing to employ a minister as stated supply shall make a regular writ​ten application to Presbytery to employ such supply, which application shall state
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the pecuniary compensation promised.

3. At each fall meeting of Presbytery inquiry shall be made of the supplied churches through their representatives, what they are doing for the support of their minister and to what extent they fulfill their promises of pecuniary compensation; and of the vacant churches what they are willing to do for a minister?

4. It shall be considered disorderly for any minister to labor in a church more than six months without the sanction of Presbytery.

5. In the judgment of this Presbytery it is contrary to the spirit of our Book for a minister of the Presbyterian Church to live within our bounds for more than twelve months with​out connecting himself Presbyterially with us.

6. At each semiannual meeting of Presbytery a doctrinal discourse on some assigned sub​ject shall be delivered by some member appointed at the next preceding regular meet​ing.
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7. At each semiannual meeting of Presbytery a conference shall be held on some subject of practical importance previously selected, and some member shall be appointed to open the conference with a written essay.

8. The Treasurer shall present semiannually a report to Presbytery of the state of the treas​​​ury, and also shall as often report to the Synodical Board of Missions relative to the funds under their control.

9. It is required of each church under the care of this Presbytery to take up an annual sub​scription for the support of the various objects of benevolence under the control of our church.

10. The funds thus collected for benevolent objects shall be brought up at each semi​annual meeting, deposited in the treasury of Presbytery; of which funds that for domestic missions shall be held subject to the order of the Synodical Board of Missions, and the remainder
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subject to the direction of Presbytery.

11. The Presbytery shall appoint at each regular spring meeting a committee ad Interim, to superintend the work of dom. missions, of education, and church extension in our bounds, and to carry out the views of Presbytery on these subjects, which committee shall report semiannually.

12. The Presbytery hereby recognizes it as the duty of each church session to require their representative to Presbytery or Synod to render an account as to the discharge of his duty.




H. J. Bardwell, chm.

The Committee on Supplies reported, and their report was received and adopted; and is as follows: The committee on supplies submit the following report, viz: 

Archibald will preach at Colbert & Unity one Sabbath each at discretion.

Lyon, at Colbert one Sabbath at discretion.

McNair, at Smyrna one Sabbath at discretion.
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Gaston, at Philadelphia, one Sabbath at discretion.

Waddel at Erin & Good Hope one Sabbath each at discretion.

McDonald at Carolina one Sabbath at discretion.

Bardwell at Houston one Sabbath at discretion.

Morrow at Colbert, Unity, & Houston one Sabbath each at discretion.

Helme at Colbert one Sabbath at discretion.

Gladney at Houston & Unity one Sabbath each at discretion.




D. McNair, chm.

Reports of funds collected for the various benevolent object[s] were called for and at​tended to.

Presbytery proceeded to the nomination of commissioners to the next General Assembly, and Bp. H. McDonald as principal and Bp. L. B. Gaston as alternate and Ruling Elder Jno Rupert as principal and D. McDougald as alternate were nominated. 

The Judicial Committee reported and their report was received and adopted, and is as fol​lows:
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The Judicial Committee beg leave to report, that the application of Chas. Allen for a new trial has come before them. The grounds upon which the application has been made, have been carefully considered, and the committee thinking them insufficient, recommend that the application be rejected – and ask to be discharged. 

H. J. Bardwell, chm.

Messrs H. J. Bardwell, H. McDonald and Brainerd Bardwell were appointed the “Com​mittee ad Interim.”

The committee on missions reported verbally, and their report was approved. Mr. A. Mc​Callum Ruling Elder from the Church of Good Hope appeared and took his seat in Pres​bytery.

Mr. A. J. Loughridge was introduced to Presbytery to be taken under its care as a candi​date for the Gospel Ministry: whereupon Presbytery proceeded to examine him on exper​imental religion & as to his views in seeking the ministry, which examination was sus​tained, and Mr Loughridge
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was received under the care of Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.






Closed with prayer.




Saturday morning




9 o’clock-

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Members present as yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read & corrected.

The Stated Clerk presented the Presb’l. report to synod, which was approved and ordered to be forwarded.

The treasurer pro tem. was directed to assess the churches for the Commissioners fund, and also to report to Synod the funds collected subject to its disposal.

The call upon churches to report upon the subject of ministerial support was attended to.

The committee on the letter from the assembly’s Board of Education presented a report which was read, adopted and is as follows:

The committee to whom was referred the letter of the Education Board beg leave to re​port; that they have taken the letter into consideration

[81]

and would recommend that the three suggestions contained in the letter be adopted by this Presbytery in the form of resolutions as follows:

Resolved 1. That all Candidates for the Gospel Ministry, who shall present themselves to be taken under the care of this Presbytery shall give satisfactory evidence not only of gen​​​uine but eminently humble and devoted piety.

2. All candidates who present themselves to be taken under our care shall give satis​fac​tory evidence of the possession of that assemblage of qualities which go to make up a char​acter for prudence, enterprise, and address.

3. That all candidates be required to give satisfactory evidence of a capacity to acquire at least respectable scholarship.

4. Resolved further that in the opinion of this Presbytery a high standard of literacy and theological attainment in our candidates cannot be too strongly insisted upon.

5. Resolved that the Committee ad Interim
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be directed to report this Presbytery as auxiliary to the Assembly’s of Education, and that we have under our care one candidate & pledge ourselves for his support.

The treasurer reported assessing the several churches, which report was approved and is as follows: Columbus $8. Aberdeen, 4. Houston 2. Colbert 2. Unity 3. Starkville 8. Bethel 8. Bethel Green 4. Lebanon 3. Louisville 3. Macon 3. Wahalak 8. Smyrna 2. Phil​a​delphia 2. Erin 2. Carolina 3. Montrose 4. Good Hope 4. Mount Moriah 2. Hermon 2. Bethsalem 2. Total $79.

The committee on the letter of the Ch. Extension Committee presented their report which was read and adopted & is as follows-

The special committee to whom was referred the letter from the Church Extension Com​mittee beg leave to report that they have taken the subject under consideration & would recommend the 
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adoption of the following resolutions.

1. Resolved that this Presbytery regard the condition of many of our churches as being precisely such as calls for the aid of the Ch. Extension Committee and that the letter of that committee and its kind offers precisely meet our wants.

2. Res’d that the committee ad Interim be directed to correspond with the sessions of our feeble churches, to inform them of this provision for their necessities & to ascertain what amount of aid they may need.

3. Res’d that this committee be authorized to recommend to the Ch. Ext’n Committee for aid such feeble churches in our bounds as in their judgment should be assisted.

4. Res’d that this committee be required to report to Presbytery at its next meeting what they have done in relation to this matter.

The Committee ad Interim was directed to assume the payment of tuition fees of our can​d​i​date for the next twelve
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months and draw on the treasury for the same.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery heard the Presbyterial ser​mon on the final perseverance of the saints which was delivered by Bp. McDonald from Luke [ink is blotted]:42.



                                           Presbytery had recess till ½ past 10 o’clock.




½ past 10 o’clock.

Presbytery met and resumed business, when the following memorial to the Synod of Mis​sis​sippi was adopted, viz-

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee respectfully represent to Synod, that in the S.E. corner of Choctaw County, which constitutes the north eastern part of the territory of the Clinton Presbytery, there is a small church, by name Lebanon,
 constructed several years since by a member of this Presbytery and received under its care; that said church is distant from any church or minister of the Clinton Presbytery, and lies near two churches in the bounds of Tom-
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beckbee Presbytery, so that three churches can be united in the support and labors of one minister – and we respectfully memorialize Synod so to change the boundary of this Pres​bytery as to place said Lebanon Church within our bounds.

The order of the day having arrived, Presbytery engaged in a conference upon the best method of conducting public prayer. 

After which the treasurer pro tem. reported as to funds collected and this report was rec’d and approved and is as follows.

Rec’d of Mount Moriah Chh. by H. McFarland

for  Dom. Mis.

10.00

      Dom Mis.                            5.00

      Education                            5.00     —Total $20.00

from Bethel Chh. by H. McDonald

  For Mis-


12.50

  Education

12.50

  Theol. Fund

20.00     —45.00

Bethlehem Chh. by H. McDonald

  Dom. Mis-

  5.00

  Theol. Fund

  1.00     — 6.00
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Rec’d of Starkville Chh. by H. J. Bardwell

  For Dom. Miss-
87.50

  For. Mis-


  5.50

  Education 

  5.50

  Theol. Fund

  3.50     —102.00

Rec’d of Wahalak Chh. by D. McNair

  Dom. Mis-

49.00

  Education                              17.00

  Theol. Fund                             5.00     —71.00

Rec’d of Phila Chh. by L. B. Gaston

  Dom. Mis-

21.00     —21.00

Rec’d of Lebanon Chh. by L. B. Gaston

  Dom. Mis-

  3.00     — 3.00

Rec’d of Louisville Chh. by L. B. Gaston

  For. Mis.


  1.00

  Education

  1.00     — 2.00




Total       270.00

Rec’d Erin Chh. by Wm Willis

  Dom. Miss

  9.75

  For. Mis.


  2.75

  Education

  1.75     —14.25

Rec’d of Montrose Chh. by J. N. Waddel

  Dom Mis.

24.75

  For. Mis.


  7.75
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  Education

  3.25

  Pub. Board

  2.25     —38.




Total        322.25

The Stated Clerk was directed to publish extracts from the minutes of the present sessions of Presbytery in the N. O. Protestant
 with the request that the Charleston Observer & Watchman of the South copy the same. 

The treasurer was directed to pay over the monies collected for Dom. Missions to the Synodical Board of Missions, to retain those collected for Education, and to pay over the others to the proper boards.

Bp. J. N. Waddel was directed to present the sincere thanks of Presbytery to the citizens of Montrose for their very hospitable entertainment of the members of this body during its present sessions.

The Minutes were then read & corrected and Presbytery adjourned to meet at the time & place designated in a previous resolution.

Concluded by singing, prayer and
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apostolical benediction.





Henry McDonald





        Moderator





L. B. Gaston Tem. Clerk




                Attest          H. J. Bardwell, S. Clerk—

Approved thus far with a recommendation that greater neatness & accuracy be observed in transcribing them for the future.

Oakland College, Miss.

October 24th 1824

James A. Lyon, 

Moderator of Synod
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Starkville, April 10th 1845







11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the moderator, Bp. H. McDonald from Rev 2:4. After sermon, Presbytery was constituted by prayer. 

The roll being called the following members were present, viz. Bishops, T. Archibald, H. J. Bardwell, H. McDonald, D. McNair, J. M. Morrow, and L. B. Gaston.

Ruling Elders – E. Bardwell from Starkville ch.


        Wm H. Craven from Columbus


        D. Love from Bethel



  A. Y. Hannah from Bethsalem

Absent Bishops R. S. Gladney, J. A. Lyon, J. N. Waddel, and S. P. Helme.

Bp. T. Archibald was chosen Moderator, & Bp. H. McDonald tem. Clerk.





                    Presbytery had a recess till 2 o’clock.

After recess, Presbytery convened and resumed business.

Dr. John Ellis, a Ruling Elder from Houston church 
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appeared and took his seat in Presbytery.

The minutes of the last meeting of Presbytery were read by the stated clerk.

Rev. D. McNair reported a church organized in Kemper County, named Pleasant Springs Church which was taken under the care of Presbytery. Mr William Gaston, a Ruling El​der from said church being present took his seat in Presbytery.

Rev. J. M. Morrow reported a church organized in Monroe County, called Tallabenela;
 which was taken under the care of Presbytery.

Messrs Archibald & Morrow gave satisfactory reasons for absence from the last meeting of Presbytery.

The Rev. A. Bardwell of Scioto [Ohio] Presbytery of the New School Presbyterian Church, and Rev. Mr. Godfrey of the M. E. Church being present were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Bp. J. Waddel appeared and having rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat in Presbytery.
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The moderator appointed the following committees, viz. 

Judicial Committee, Messrs. Gaston, Morrow and Love. 

Comtee on Supplies, Messrs McNair & Craven. 

Comtee of Arrangements, Messrs H. J. and E. Bardwell

Comtee on Bills & Overtures Messrs McDonald & Ellis.

A call was made for Church Records, when the following committees of review were ap​poin​ted, viz-

Messrs H. J. Bardwell and Craven     On records of Unity ch.

Messrs Morrow & Love
           Columbus and Starkville

Messrs Gaston & Hannah

Mount Moriah, Montrose, Erin, Phila & Good Hope.

Messrs Waddel & Ellis

Bethel & Bethel Green

Messrs Waddel & Craven

Louisville, Houston, Lebanon, & Bethsalem

Messrs Morrow & Ellis

Wahalak, Macon and Pleasant Springs

The members present appointed [as] supplies reported satisfactorily. A communication
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from Unity Church was received and referred to the committee ad Interim. The treasurer pro tem. appointed at the last meeting presented his report, which was referred to the Treas​urer.

A free conversation on the state of religion was made the order of the day for Friday 2 o’clock p.m. The Presbyterial conference for Saturday 10 o’clock a.m. and the Presby​terial sermon for Saturday 11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery ordered the following minute to be made, that Synod at its last meeting in answer to a memorial from this body, detached the county of Choctaw from the Presby​tery of Clinton and attached it to this Presbytery.

Leave of absence until 10 o’clock tomorrow morning was granted to Rev. J. M. Morrow.

It was resolved that the next stated meeting of Presbytery be at Lebanon Church on Thurs​day before the second Sabbath in September at 11 o’clock a.m.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o’clock. 








Closed with prayer.
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9 o’clock







Friday morning

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Members present as yesterday, with the ad​dition of Bp. R. S. Gladney and Ruling Elders Alexander Slaughter from Macon Church, Neil McDonald, Carolina Church and John Collins, Lebanon Church.

Rev. R. S. Gladney rendered reasons for absence from the last meeting of Presbytery which were sustained as satisfactory, and reasons for tardiness at the present meeting, which were decided to be unsatisfactory.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Bp. Mitchel Peden
 presented a letter of dismission from Harmony Presbytery [South Carolina] to this body, whereupon Presbytery proceeded to the examination of Mr Peden on Theology, which examination was sustained and Mr Peden received as a member of this Presbytery.

Messrs Gladney & Slaughter were appointed a Committee on the Records of Carolina Church.
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Rev. R. S. Gladney reported a church organized in Chickasaw County, called Pikeville
 and Rev. M. Peden reported a church organized in the same county called Mount Pleas​ant, both which were received under the care of Presbytery.

Rev. R. S. Gladney as principal and Rev. M. Peden as alternate were appointed to preach the next Presbyterial Sermon, on the Extent of the Atonement.
 The subject chosen for the next Presbyterial Conference was the best plan of Pastoral visitation, and Rev. J. N. Waddel was appointed to open the conference with an essay. 





Presbytery had a recess till after divine service. 

After recess Presbytery resumed business.

On motion it was resolved that this Presbytery shall hereafter regard it as disorderly for churches to be organized by its own members and more especially by members of another Presbytery within our bounds without a special 
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order of Presbytery.





Presbytery had a recess till after divine worship.

After recess Presbytery convened & resumed business.

The Rev. Mr. Pressly of the Associate Reformed Church,
 being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery had a free conversation on the state of religion, and Messrs Gladney & Slaughter were appointed a committee to take notes and prepare a narrative to the General Assembly.

The free conversation being ended Presbytery had a recess till after divine worship.

After recess Presbytery met & resumed business. The committee on the records of Leba​non Church presented their report which was received & adopted; and is as follows: The committee on Records of Lebanon Church report That they have examined said records and find them correct with the following serious exceptions:
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1. On pages 6 & 8 members are recorded “as notifying the clerk of session that they de​sired their names erased from the roll of the church, which was accordingly done.”

2. On p. 13, a ruling elder from So. Carolina is reported as received on certificate, elected, and installed all [in?] the same minutes of session. On these points the committee beg leave to report that they regard this first point as entirely at variance with the order and discipline of our church – and refer the session to Chap. 3, Sec. 3 & 4 on Public Offences in our Book.

As to the second point, they would suggest that all such matters be appended in a note by the clerk.







J. N. Waddel, chair.

The committee on the Records of Unity, Carolina, Wahalak, Pleasant Springs, Macon, Bethel, & Bethsalem Churches, reported respectively, recom-
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mending their approval, whose reports were received and adopted. 

The Committee on the Records of Erin Church presented their report, which was received and approved.

J. S. White, Ruling Elder from Aberdeen Church appeared & took his seat in Presbytery.

The Committee ad Interim presented their report, which was received and after some discussion was laid on the table.

The Rev. James Martin, to whom a letter of dismission and recommendation to Clinton Presbytery was granted more than two years ago, appeared, and being called on to state the reason why he had not joined that Presbytery, stated that he had changed his views with regard to some of the doctrines of our Church; whereupon Messrs Peden, Gladney, & H. J. Bardwell were appointed a committee to confer with Bro. Martin, and report the result of their interview—to Presbytery during
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its present sessions.

Presbytery adjourned until 8 o’clock tomorrow morning.








Closed with prayer.







Saturday morning







April 12.

Presbytery met and was opened by prayer. Members present as on yesterday. The min​utes of yesterday were read. 

The committee appointed to confer with the Rev’d James Martin, presented their report, which was received and approved, and is as follows: The committee appointed to have an interview with Bro. Martin, beg leave to report that they have had a long conversation with this Brother, and find to their deep regret that he disbelieves in some of the great fun​damental doctrines of our holy religion, doctrines which the Presbyterian Church holds to be essential to salvation. To specify: he discards the doctrines of Regeneration, of forgiveness of sins, and Justification, and he
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holds, that the believer alike with others, suffers, and will suffer the punishment of his sins until he has paid the uttermost farthing. On these points the Brother acknowledges his mind to be settled. He also rejects the Doctrines of the Trinity, the Divinity of Christ, the Atonement [indecipherable] that Christ suffered not as a sacrifice for sins, but only as a witness & martyr to the truth. The special influences of the Holy Spirit, Predestination, Perseverance of the Saints, and Eternal Punishment. On these latter points he wishes to be understood as not fully settled in mind.







Respectfully submitted







M. Peden, chairman.

Presbytery then appointed Messrs. J. H. Bardwell, Gaston, & Slaughter a committee of pros​ecution in behalf of Presbytery to bring the case of Mr Martin judicially before the body.

The unfinished business of yesterday
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was taken up, to wit the report of the Committee ad Interim which being amended was adopted as follows:

The Committee ad Interim beg leave to report as follows:

1. On Church extension, one application for assistance in completing a House of Worship has been made through the Committee to the Present Committee at Philadelphia, to wit, from the Montrose Church; and a promise of $75 has been received, when it shall be represented to the present committee that the house is in such a state of forwardness, that the sum appropriated will complete it, and no debt incurred by the congregation in build​ing their church.

2. On Domestic Missions, one application has been made to the Synodical Board of Mis​sions: to wit, an application for $150. to aid the Rev’d Thos Archibald in devoting one
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half of his time to Unity Church, the church at the same time promising him $100 & a house & lot.
 No answer has yet been received and we are constrained to think there has been a miscarriage of the letter. Your committee recommend the renewal of the applica​tion. The committee also recommend an application for $200. to aid Rev’d A. McCallum in Caro​lina, Philadelphia, & Erin churches; and an application for $200. to aid Mr. Ed​mund Anderson, a Licentiate of S. Carolina Presbytery, at Good Hope and Paulding.

3. On Education; according to instruction your committee reported this Presbytery an auxiliary to the Assembly’s Board of Education, reserving the privilege of controlling your beneficiaries, and pledging the Presbytery for their support. The committee seeking the interest and speedy advancement of your beneficiary, Mr. A. J. Loughridge.
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directed him to remove to Montrose Academy, under the instruction of the Rev’d J. N. Waddel. Monthly Reports have been received, which show a commendable degree of diligence and a gratifying progress in his studies. Your committee would rejoice, could they bring to the notice of Presbytery other equally worthy and promising young men, and feel persuaded that there would be no lack of funds, had we the men. But in relation to this as well as to the missionary subject, the cry is “The harvest is great, but the la​bourers are few,” and therefore the prayer of the Church should be “Lord, send forth more labourers into the vineyard.”
—No funds have yet been drawn from the Treasury for your beneficiary, and he now needs about $60. which amount your committee would rec​ommend be paid from the Treasury. In
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addition to the funds and pledges known to Presbytery, we would state that there are fifty dollars pledged by a friend which will be paid into the Treasury about the 1st of June.

All which is respectfully submitted.







H. J. Bardwell, chair.

Messrs H. J. Bardwell, McDonald and B. Bardwell were appointed the Committee ad Interim. 

The committee on the Records of Houston Church presented a report approving the Records, which was received and adopted.

A petition from the Aberdeen Church was presented, requesting permission to employ the Rev. R. S. Gladney as Stated Supply for the present year, and pledging $500. for his sup​port. The petition was granted.

A petition from the Carolina, Erin, & Philadelphia churches was presented, requesting permission to employ the Rev’d A. McCallum a member of Chickasaw Presbytery, as Stated Supply, and pledging $300. for his
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support, which was granted.

A petition from the Houston, Pikeville, and Mount Pleasant churches was presented re​questing permission to employ the Rev’d M. Peden as Stated Supply for the present year, and pledging $300. as the probable amount which will be raised for his support. The prayer of the petitioners were granted.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, the Presbyterial Conference was post​poned half an hour.

Bps. H. McDonald as Principal and J. M. Morrow as alternate, and Ruling Elders D. Mc​Dougald as Principal and Wm H. Craven as alternate were appointed commissioners to the next General Assembly: and the Treasurer was directed to pay out of the Treasury $50 to each of the commissioners. 

Wm. B. Cavanah Ruling Elder from Bethel Green Church appeared and took his seat in Presbytery.

The committee on the Records of Mount Moriah Church recommending
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approval, which was adopted.

The committee on the Records of Philadelphia Church reported, recommending their approval with the following exception, to wit, the administration of the Lord’s Supper is recorded among the doings of session; which was received & adopted.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery engaged in conference on the appointed subject, Ministerial support. After some progress, further conference was ar​res​ted to give place to the next order of the day, viz. The Presbyterial sermon, which was preached by Bp. Morrow. 




Sermon being ended Presbytery had recess until 10 o’clock.

Presbytery met & resumed business. Presbyterial conference was concluded.

The committees on the Records of Starkville, Montrose, and Good Hope Churches pre​sented respectively their reports, which were received and adopted. 

The committee on the Records of Bethel Green Church reported, recommending
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approval, which was adopted.

Presbytery had a recess to give place for a meeting of the Oktibbeha County Bible Soci​ety.

After recess, Presbytery met & resumed business. The committee on supplies presented a report, which was received, adopted and is as follows;

Rev H. J. Bardwell will preach at Bethel Green 1st Sabbath in May

Rev. L. B. Gaston will preach at Bethel Green 3rd Sabbath in May

Rev. J. M. Morrow will preach at Bethel Green 1st Sabbath in June

Rev. S. P. Helme at Bethel 4th Sabbath in May & 2nd Sabbath in June

Rev. J. A. Lyon will preach at Bethel 2nd Sabbath in May

Rev. D. McNair will preach at Smyrna 1 Sabbath at discretion

Rev. S. P. Helme will preach at Colbert 2 Sabbaths at discretion

Rev. R. S. Gladney will preach at Tallabenela 1 Sabbath at discretion

Rev. M. Peden will preach at Tallabenela 1 Sabbath at discretion.









D. McNair, chm.

The prosecuting committee presented a report which was received and adopted, and is as follows: 
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The prosecuting committee appointed by Presbytery in the case of Rev’d James Martin recommend the following action:

Whereas the Rev James Martin has disclosed before this body the fact of his rejection of some of the doctrines of the Bible as explained in our Confession of Faith, 

And whereas he has consented to suspend, till the next stated meeting of this body, the exercise of the ministerial office,

Therefore Presbytery do hereby cite the said Rev James Martin to appear before them at a meeting to be held at Lebanon Church on Thursday before the 2nd Sabbath in September next, to answer the following charge herein entered against him.

General Charge

A rejection of the Doctrines of the Bible as explained in our Confession of Faith, some of them essential, and all of them fundamental

[108]

Specifications

1. A Rejection of the Trinity, denying the true Divinity of Jesus Christ.

2. A Rejection of the Atonement of Christ, and holding that Christ suffered not as a sac​rifice to satisfy Divine Justice, but only as a witness and martyr to the truth.

3. A Rejection of the doctrine of Regeneration.

4. A Rejection of the doctrine of the special Influences of the Holy Spirit.

5. A Rejection of the doctrines of the Forgiveness of sins and of Justification and holding that every man (saint and sinner) suffers and will suffer the punishment of his sins, until he has paid the uttermost farthing.

6. A Rejection of the doctrine of Predestination.

7. A Rejection of the doctrine of the Final Perseverance of the saints.

[109]

To the Rev’d James Martin,

You are hereby cited by the Presbytery of Tombeckbee to appear before this body and answer to the above charge with its several specifications at its stated fall meeting to be held at Lebanon on Thursday before the 2nd Sabbath in September next.

Done in Presbytery during its stated sessions held at Starkville this the 12th day of April 1845.

Committee on part of Presbytery: H. J. Bardwell, L. B. Gaston, Wm A. Slaughter.

The Committee on the Records of Columbus Church presented a report which was re​ceived, and being amended, was adopted as follows: The committee on the Records of Col​um​bus Church recommend their approval to p. 39 with the following exceptions:

1. Some of the doings as recorded are

[110]

unconstitutional. On p. 32 it is recorded that “all the Elders being absent except one, they proceeded to do business.” The committee refer the session to Chap. IX.Sec II, on this sub​ject.

2. Many things are recorded as actions of session, that do not require action but only con​ference, such as determining to have the communion administered at a certain time, and the nomination of suitable persons to the office of Elder or Deacon.








        J. M. Morrow, chairm.​

The Judicial Committee, and the committee on Bills & Overtures, reported that nothing had come before them, and were discharged.

The Stated Clerk presented the statistical report which was received & adopted.

The Treasurer presented his report, which was received and adopted, and is as follows: Treasurer’s Report up to April the 12th 1845.

Your Treasurer reports that up to April

[111]

the 20th 1844, there was in the Treasury $1.50. for Commissioner’s Fund and the treasury in debt to H. J. Bardwell $1.12 ½.  And up to 10th April 1845 as reported by D. McNair, Treas. pro tem, at the last meeting of Presbytery there had been rec’d in all $322.25. Also in addition from the Unity Chh. for Dom. Missions $15.00 making in all $337.25

viz. for Dom. Missions
225.00

      for Missions
  34.50

      Education

  46.00

      Theol. Fund
  29.50

      Publication Bd.
    2.25— 337.25

Paid out at this Oct 25th 1844. To Thos. Hendon, Treas. of Synodical Board of Dom. Miss. $225.00; to Matthew Rolls, Treas. of Oakland College $29.50; to Benj. Chase for Bd of Publications $2.25, leaving in the Treasury for For. Missions $32.50 and for Edu​cation $46.00. Total in Treasury $80.50. Brought forward 1.50, making $82.00. since which the Treasurer has received the following sums, viz.
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From Unity Church for Dom Missions
$16.75

                                For[eign] Missions              8.50

                                Com. Fund                          3.00

                                Cont. fund                           1.00—29.25

From Louisville Church



        For Dom. Missions
    1.00



        For[eign]. Missions             1.00

                                Com. Fund                          3.00




        Education                            1.00

                                Cont. Fund                            .50—7.50

From Columbus Church


                                For Com. Fund                   8.00


                                Cont. Fund                            .50—8.50

From Bethsalem Church

                                For Com. Fund                    2.00


                                Cont. Fund                            .50—2.50

From Wahalak Church



        For Education

  10.00



        Dom. Missions                    5.00

                                Com. Fund                          7.25




        Education                            1.00

                                Cont. Fund                            .50—22.75

From Macon Church

                                For Com. Fund                    2.50


                                Cont. Fund                            .50—3.00

 [112b]

From Good Hope Church



        For Com. Fund                    4.00—4.00 

From Philadelphia Church



        For Com. Fund


    2.00

From Carolina Church


              For Dom. Missions
   12.00



        Com. Fund                           3.00—15.00

From Houston Church



        For Dom. Missions
    9.00



        Cont. Fund                          1.00

                                Com. Fund                          2.00—12.00

From Starkville Church



        For Com. Fund

    8.00



        Dom. Missions                  26.00

                                For[eign] Missions              2.00




        Education                            1.00

                                Theol. Fund                         1.00—38.00

From Bethel Church


              For Contin. Fund                  1.50

                                Com. Fund                            8.00—9.50

[112c]

From Montrose Church

                               For Com. Fund                     $5.00

                               Conting. Fund                          .50—5.50

From Erin Church

                               Com. Fund                                        2.00

Mount Moriah Ch.   Com. Fund                                      2.00

Aberdeen Ch.           Com. Fund                                      2.00

Returned by D. McNair Commissioner in 1844            35.00

Total in Treasury as follows-

For Commissioners Fund                                           $100.25

Foreign Missions                                                            46.00

Education                                                                        58.00

Dom. Missions                                                                69.75

Theol. Fund                                                                       1.00

Contingent Fund                                                                7.00

Total                                                                              282.50

All which is respectfully submitted by your Treasurer     John M. Morrow










(Treasurer)
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It was resolved that the letter of dismission heretofore granted to the Rev. James Martin be recalled, and that the clerk be directed to insert his name on the roll of Presbytery.

The Stated Clerk was instructed to publish extracts from the minutes in the Charleston Observer with a request for the N. Orleans Protestant and the Watchman of the South to copy.

It was Resolved that the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered through the Pastor of Stark​ville Church to the citizens of Starkville & vicinity for their kind hospitalities to the mem​bers of Presbytery during the present meeting.

The committee on the state of religion presented a narrative to the General Assembly which was received and adopted







Presbytery had a recess until after divine worship.

After divine worship, Presbytery convened and resumed business. The minutes were read and corrected. Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Lebanon

[114]

Church on Thursday before the second Sabbath in September at 11 o’clock a.m.

Concluded with singing, prayer and apostolical benediction.









T. Archibald, Moderator









H. McDonald, Clk pro. tem.







Attest

H. J. Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

[115]









Lebanon Church









Septr 11, 1845

Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the moderator Bp. Thomas Archibald from 1 Cor. 9:16; after which Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

The Roll being called the following members were present, viz:

Ministers, T. Archibald, H. J. Bardwell, J. A. Lyon, J. M. Morrow, J. N. Waddel, H. Mc​Donald, L. B. Gaston, D. McNair, and M. Peden.

Ruling Elders

J. J. Moore
 

from

Columbus Church

D. Love


from

Bethel Church

A. Slaughter

from

Wahalak Church

Wm B. Cavanaugh
from

Bethel Green Church

Jno. Pilcher

from 

Lebanon Church

James Moon

from 

Bethsalem Church

A. McCallum

from 

Good Hope Church

Absent, S. P. Helme, R. S. Gladney and J. Martin.

Bp. J. M. Morrow was chosen moderator and Bp. J. N. Waddel Tem. Clerk.
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The minutes of the last meeting of Presbytery were read. 

Bp. McCallum of Chickasaw Presbytery being present was invited to sit as a corres​pond​ing member.

Bp. J. A. Lyon gave reasons for absence from he last two meetings of Presbytery, which were sustained.

The following Committees were appointed,

On Divine Worship

-
Gaston & Pilcher.

On Bills & Overtures

-
Lyon & Slaughter.

On Supplies


-
McNair & Cavanaugh.

On Minutes of Assembly
- 
Peden & J. J. Moore.

Judicial Committee

-
Bardwell & Love.

The Report of the Clerical Commissioner to the General Assembly, Bp. H. McDonald was received and referred to the Committee on Minutes of Gen. Assembly.

Presbytery took a recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.









2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business.

Bp. J. A. Lyon as principal and Bp. J. M. Morrow as alternate were nominated commis​sioners to the next General Assembly, and as lay

[117]

commissioner Elder J. J. Moore as principal and Dr. B. Bardwell as his alternate.

A letter was read from Bp. S. P. Helme containing a request to be excused for absence from the present and two former meetings of Presbytery on account of peculiar circum​stances. The request was not granted.

The Presbyterial Sermon was made the order of the day for Saturday at 11 o’clock a.m. and Friday at 2 o’clock p.m. was fixed as the time for the Presbyterial Conference.

It was resolved that when this Presbytery close its present sessions it adjourn for its next semiannual meeting at Bethel Church on Thursday before the first Sabbath in April 1846 at 11 o’clock a.m.

Rev. J. Hadden of Tuscaloosa Presbytery being present was invited to sit as a correspond​ing member.

John S. White, Ruling Elder from

[118]

Aberdeen Church and Robt. Dowdle from Unity Church, appeared in Presbytery and the question being raised as to the right of Presbytery to call upon them for excuses for tard​i​ness, it was decided in the affirmative. The ayes & noes being called for are as fol​lows: ayes—Lyon, McDonald, Gaston, [&] Peden. Elders—J. J. Moore, Love, Slaugh​ter, Cava​naugh, Pilcher, J. Moore, A. McCallum & White—12. Noes—Ministers-Archi​bald, Bard​well, McNair, Waddel & Morrow. Elder-Dowdle—6.

Bp. Bardwell on the part of the minority gave notice of his intention to enter in behalf of himself and others a protest and complaint to Synod against this decision of Presbytery. 

Elders White & Dowdle were then called upon for their reasons for tardiness, which were not sustained.

Dr. Jno Ellis

[119]

Ruling Elder from Houston Church appeared and rendered reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

The Unity of the Church of Christ was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Ser​mon, & Bp. J. A. Lyon his alternate.

The best method of conducting Dom. Missions within the bounds of our Presbytery was chosen as the subject of the next Presbyterial Conference, & Bp. D. McNair was appoin​ted to open the Conference with a written essay.

Adjourned until tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. 











Closed with prayer.









Friday morning









8 o’clock.-

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The roll was called. The minutes of yester​day were read.

Bp. Waddel was added to the Committee of Examination on Ecclesiastical History, Church Government & the Sacraments.
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Reports of supplies were called for when member reported satisfactorily. The Report of our Elder Commissioner to the General Assembly was read and referred to the Com​mit​tee on the Minutes of the General Assembly.

Bps. Paden and Gaston were appointed a Committee (& Bp. A. McCallum was requested to meet & cooperate with that Committee) to visit Smyrna Church, and report to Presby​tery at its next semiannual meeting the state of that church.

The Report of the Committee ad Interim was received and approved, and is as follows:

The committee ad Interim beg leave to report that, since the last meeting of Presbytery, Mr. A. J. Loughridge your candidate has been continued at Montrose Academy under the Rev. J. N. Waddel, and that his standing in scholarship and in moral character is grati​fying, and
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such as renders him every way worthy [of] the patronage of Presbytery. For the educa​tional cause, the committee has received fifty dollars which will be paid over to the treas​urer.

On the subject of church extension nothing special has claimed the attention of the Com​mittee. The committee would however state, that believing the plan of church edifices to be an important matter, they have sent for a set of the plans, prepared by the parent com​mit​tee, which they hope soon to receive; and the committee would recommend the Pres​bytery earnestly to call the attention of churches to this matter.

On the subject of Domestic Missions the committee obeyed the instructions of Presby​tery, in requesting aid from the Synodical Board to the amount of $150. for the Rev.

[122]

T. Archibald, of $200. for the Rev. A. McCallum, and of $200. for Mr. Edmund Ander​son. The first name amount had been granted upon a previous application. As to the two latter applications, after a second solicitation on the part of the committee, the Board granted a commission to each of the brethren of $100. for six months, with the promise of a like grant for the other six months, if the state of their funds would justify it. All which is respectfully submitted.









H. J. Bardwell









Chair. Comm. ad Interim.

The appointment of Bethel as the place of our next semiannual meeting was reconsidered, and it was resolved that the next semiannual meeting be at Aberdeen on Thursday before the first Sabbath in April 1846 at 11 o’clock a.m.

[123]

The Committee on Bills & Overtures made a Report which was received, and pending its discussion, Presbytery had a recess until 1 ½ o’clock p.m.









1 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met, and the unfinished business, being the report of the Committee on Bills & Overtures, was resumed. The Report on overture No. 2 was referred to a special com​mittee consisting of Bps. Gaston & Peden, and Elder McCallum.

The Report on Overtures No. 1 & 3 was amended and adopted. 

The special committee to whom overture No. 2 was referred presented a report, which was received and adopted, and the whole Report as amended and adopted is as follows:

The Committee on Bills & Overtures beg leave to report that the fo[ll]owing overtures have been put into their hands, viz: 

No. 1. What course is to be adopted in relation to a church member who refuses to pay his annual

[124]

subscription to the Pastor? Is he to be sued at law? And is he to be disciplined for it as a crime involving excommunication or suspension? Signed H. J. Bardwell.

No. 2. May a Church member be granted a letter of dismission while still remaining within the bounds of the congregation?  Signed H. J. Bardwell.

No. 3. The session of Columbus church beg leave respectfully to submit to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee the following overture, viz: What is the extent of the authority of a church session? Does “the spiritual government of the congregation” and the power “to concert the best measures for promoting the spiritual interests of the congregation,” include abso​lute control over the Sabbath school, the Bible & Catechetical classes, the singing, and the

[125]

public prayer meetings of the congregation?

On overture No. 1 the committee recommend the following resolutions, viz: Whereas a subscription to the support of a Pastor is binding in law—and whereas a minister is fre​quently compelled to incur liabilities on the faith of a subscription, therefore resolved that the proper officers may and of right have the power to collect it by law; but such right & power are to be exercised with great caution. Again, whereas a refusal to pay a subscrip​tion is a breach of veracity, the church session may visit such delinquent mem​bers with the censures of the church.

On overture No. 2. The committee recommend this answer- The session has the right to receive and dismiss members at their

[126]

own discretion, & the propriety of dismission should rest upon the merits of the appli​ca​tion.

On overture No. 3 the Committee report, that the authority of a church Session does include absolute control over the Sabbath school, the Bible and Catechetical classes, the Psalmody and the public prayer meetings of the Congregation.











Jas. A. Lyon chairm.

The Stated Clerk presented a report to Synod, which was laid on the table.

Allen McDonald, Ruling Elder from Pleasant Springs appeared and having rendered sat​is​​factory reasons for tardiness, took his seat in Presbytery.

The report of the Committee on Supplies was presented, received, & adopted and is as follows: S. P. Helme will preach at Colbert one Sabbath at discretion, Morrow will preach at Tallabenela one Sabbath at discretion; Peden
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will preach one Sabbath at Tallabenela at discretion, and one Sabbath at Mount Pleasant at discretion, Gladney will preach at Mount Pleasant one Sabbath at discretion, Mor​row—one Sabbath at Mount Pleasant at discretion, and Waddel at Hermon one Sabbath at discretion.









D. McNair









Wm B. Cavanah

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery engaged in Conference on the subject of pastoral visitation, and after some time spent in this exercise, Presbytery had a recess until after divine worship.

After divine worship Presbytery met, and resumed the conference.

Abner Meek, Elder from Louisville appeared and having rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness, took his seat.

Conference being concluded it was resolved that pastoral visitation is an
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imperative duty, resting on all who occupy a ministerial station, and that Presbytery at its next semiannual meeting inquire of its members into the manner in which this duty has been discharged.

It was resolved that hereafter it will be a Standing rule of this Presbytery to criticize the Presbyterial Sermon.

Adjourned until tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.









Saturday morning,









8 o’clock.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. The roll was called.

William Bell Ruling Elder from Starkville appeared and having rendered satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness, took his seat in Presbytery.

The Report of the Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly was received, and discussed in part, when the hour for the order of the day arrived. Presbytery then

[129]

heard the Presbyterial Sermon on the Extent of the Atonement by Bp. M. Peden. Criti​cism of the Sermon then followed, after which Presbytery had a recess until 2 ½ o’clock p.m.









[2 ½ o’clock p.m.]

Presbytery met & resumed the consideration of the Report of Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly, which was amended and adopted and is as follows:

The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly beg leave to report that they have examined said minutes and would respectfully bring to the notice of Presbytery the following particulars viz: They would recommend that Presbytery approve of the action of the Assembly on p. 15 in relation to the validity of Romish Baptism.

2nd That the Presbytery inquire if the churches under their care have observed the fast appointed on Thursday before the 4th Sabbath in June by our

[130]

General Assembly as appears from their minutes, page 37.

3rd. That this Presbytery recommend and seriously urge upon the churches under its con​trol the proper observance of the Sabbath as enjoined by the General Assembly in their minutes, page 38.

All which is respectfully submitted.









M. Peden, 









       chairman.

Bp. Martin appeared, and having rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness took his seat. 

Elders were called on to state what their churches for their ministers, and whether they had complied with their engagements, when it appeared that all had promised something and generally complied with their promises.

Resolved that each member of Presbytery be now called upon

[131]

to state what had been done in his church in raising funds for the purchase of Slave Ellis & family. Accordingly it was found that in Starkville church about $17. had been raised, in Bethel $22.50, in Wahalak $25, in Macon $25, from Bro. Lyon $10, in Montrose & Good Hope 30. Total $129.50. It was resolved that Messrs McNair & D. Love be a com​mittee to apportion the deficiency in this fund among the churches that have not contrib​uted, and that this committee report to Presbytery during the present sessions.

The Treasurer was excused from making his Report at this meeting, and was directed to report at our next meeting and the churches were requested to send up their several amounts to Synod. 

The committee on the apportionment to the delinquent churches in the Ellis fund, made a Report, which

[132]

was received and adopted and is as follows: The committee report the apportionment as follows: To Columbus, $15. to Aberdeen $15. to Bethel Green, $10. to Montrose $15. to Mount Moriah $5. to Good Hope 10. to Louisville $5. to Lebanon $5. to Houston $5. to Bethsalem $5. to Philadelphia $2. to Carolina $5. to Erin $5. to Pikeville $10. to Talla​benela $5. to Pleasant Springs $5, to Mount Pleasant $5, & to Unity $5,—total $132, which with the amount actually collected $99.50, will make $231.50.








Respectfully submitted, D. McNair, chm.

Members were called on to state what had been done in their churches for the various benevolent objects under the control of our Boards. 

Resolved that when this Presbytery adjourn, it adjourn to meet at Columbus during the meeting of synod at the Call of the Moderator.

The Treasurer reported the assessment on the churches for the

[133]

Commissioner’s fund, which was adopted as follows: Columbus $20. Aberdeen $10. Houston $3. Unity $5. Starkville $12. Bethel $10. Bethel Green $10. Lebanon $4. Louisville $4. Macon $4. Wahalak $12. Philadelphia $3. Erin $4. Carolina $4. Montrose $7. Good Hope $5. Mount Moriah $3. Bethsalem $3. Hermon $2. Pikeville $10. Tala​benela $5. Pleasant Springs $2.50. Mount Pleasant, $2.50. Total assessment $145.








Presbytery had a recess until after supper.

After recess, Presbytery met. The missionaries Bishops Archibald & McCallum, & Mr E. Anderson, within our bounds reported the results of their labors and the prospects of use​fulness in their respective fields. 

The prosecuting committee in the case of the Rev. J. Martin, made a report which was re​ceived and adopted and is as follows: The committee of prosecution in

[134]

the case of Rev. J. Martin beg leave to Report that they have had an interview with that Brother, and find that he is willing to retract his sentiments on the first specification on the general charge against him, but that all the other specifications stand in their full force against him. Therefore the committee recommend that the first specification be stricken out, and that he be called upon in Presbytery to appear on trial on the remaining speci​fications of the general charge. 










Respectfully submitted.










H. J. Bardwell, chm.

In accordance with the above, the Rev. J. Martin was called upon in Presbytery to appear for trial. The Moderator reminded the Presbytery that the Body was about to pass to the consideration of Judicial business and enjoined

[135]

upon the members to recollect their high character as Judges of a Court of Jesus Christ and the solemn duty in which they were about to act. 

The General Charge was then read and each specification separately to Mr. Martin, and he was examined fully in reference to each. Mr. Martin then withdrawing, with all other persons not members, Presbytery resolved that he was guilty of the general charge with its several specifications, excepting the last clause of the second specification. 

Presbytery then held an interlocutory meeting in reference to the case. Resolving itself again into a court, Presbytery decided that for the present the Rev. J. Martin be suspended from the office of the ministry. A motion being made to suspend Mr Martin also from the communion of the church, it was lost; and the ayes

[136]

and noes being called for, were as follows: Ayes, Ministers, Archibald, Bardwell, Mc​Donald, McNair, Morrow, Waddel, & Peden; Elders, J. J. Mo[o]re, & D. Love.—9.

Noes, Minister, Lyon. Elders, Dowdle, Bell, White, Slaughter, Cavanah, Meek, Ellis, James Moore, & McDonald.—10.

Mr. Martin being called in the judgment of the Presbytery was pronounced upon him by the Moderator.

It was resolved that the Rev L. B. Gaston be requested to tender the thanks of this Pres​bytery to the citizens of this community for their kindness & hospitality on this oc​cas​ion.

A protest with a complaint of the minority on the subject of the right of Presbytery to call on tardy Elders for their reason for tardiness was read and ordered to be entered on

[137]

the minutes as follows: We, the undersigned would respectfully protest against the de​cision of this Presbytery, wherein it was decided that Ruling Elders when tardy shall be required to render excuse, and we would complain to the Synod of Mississippi of this decision as an erroneous and mischievous judgment.








H. J. Bardwell 
John M. Morrow








J. N. Waddel

Daniel McNair








T. Archibald

Robt Dowdle

The Presbyterial Report to Synod was called up and adopted as follows: The Presbytery of Tombeckbee would respectfully report to Synod that they consist of twelve ministers and twenty five churches and have one candidate under their care. They have organized

[138]

during the year four new churches, viz: Pikeville, Tallabenela, Pleasant Springs and Mount Pleasant, have received one minister, the Rev. M. Peden from the Presbytery of Harmony [,] have recalled the letter of dismission, previously given to Rev. J. Martin, and have suspended him from the exercise of the Gospel Ministry. All which is respect​fully submitted.

It was resolved that the Stated Clerk be requested to publish extracts from the Minutes at his discretion.

The Judicial Committee reported no business and were discharged.

Adjourned to meet at Columbus during the sessions of Synod at the Call of the Modera​tor.

Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolical benediction.









John M. Morrow, Mod.









J. N. Waddel Tem. Clk







Attest

H. J. Bardwell, Std. Clk.

[139]

Approved thus far-

Columbus, Miss.

October 24th 1845



James Purviance,







Mod. Synod.









Columbus, Miss.









Oct. 23rd 1845

Presbytery met according to adjournment at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer.

Present Bps. J. M. Morrow, J. A. Lyon, T. Archibald, M. Peden, D. McNair, H. Mc​Donald, L. B. Gaston, H. J. Bardwell, R. S. Gladney, and J. N. Waddel; Elders, D. Love from Bethel, W. B. Cavanah from Bethel Green, Jno Ellis from Houston, J. S. White from Aberdeen, B. Barry from Columbus, D. McDougald from Starkville, Geo. Mc​Far​land from Pikeville, and R. M. Wilson from Tallabenela.

Bp. Peden was excused from acting on the Committee to visit Smyrna Church, and Bp. Bard​well was appointed in his stead.

[140]

Members were called on to report what had been done in the business of purchasing the slave Ellis. The following Churches reported as having paid their quotas. Montrose $15. Mount Moriah $5. Good Hope $10. Houston $5. Lebanon $1. Pleasant Springs $5. Wahalak $25. Starkville $17. Macon $25. Bethel $22.50. Unity $5. In all $135.50, leaving $89.50 still to be raised.

Mr. Edmund Anderson a Licentiate of S. Carolina Presbytery presented a letter of dis​mission and was received under the Care of this Presbytery.







Presbytery had recess till after ten in the evening.

After recess, Presbytery convened, and adjourned to meet again at the Call of the Moder​ator. 










Closed with prayer.









Saturday morning,









Oct 25th 1845

Presbytery met at the call of the moderator. 

Present, J. M. Morrow, Thos. Archibald, M. Peden, S. P. Helme, J. N. Waddel, L. G. Gaston, H. McDonald. Elders, R. M. Wilson, Geo. McFarland, W. B. Cavanah,

[141]

B. Barry, A. Morris, D. Love, & D. McDougald.

Rev. S. P. Helme gave reasons for absence from the three previous meetings of Presby​tery, and he was excused.

Bps. Lyon and McDougald, & Elder Barry were appointed a Committee to visit the people formerly known as Beersheba Church, and if the way be clear; to organize a church, and report at our next meeting.

Adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator.










Closed with prayer.









2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met at the call of the moderator, and was opened with prayer.

The Treasurer presented his report which was received & approved and is as follows:

Your Treasurer begs leave to report that since his last report of April 14th 1845 he has re​ceived the following sums, viz:

From Bethel Green Church

     For Com. Fund



  $3.

[142]

From Bethel Church

     For purchase of Ellis


$22.50

     For Education fr. a friend

  50.00

From Mt Moriah Chh.

     For Dom. Miss.



    8.00


     For For[eign] Miss.                           4.00

     For Slave Ellis                                    5.00

From Good Hope Chh.

     For Dom. Miss.



   12.15

     For Slave Ellis



   10.00

From Philadelphia Chh.

     For Dom. Miss.



   18.15

From Montrose Chh.

     For Dom. Miss.



   20.85

     For For[eign] Miss.

                 8.75

     For Education



     4.50

     For Publication                                    4.50

     For Slave Ellis                                   15.00

From Louisville Chh.





     For Dom. Miss.



     5.50

     For For[eign] Miss.                             2.50

From Wahalak Chh.

     For Slave Ellis                                   25.00

     For Education                                    39.00

     For Dom. Miss.                                  39.00

From Macon Chh.

     For Slave Ellis



    25.00

From Starkville Chh.

     For Slave Ellis



    17.00

From Houston Chh.

     For Slave Ellis



      5.00

From Pleasant Springs Chh.

     For Slave Ellis                                      5.00

From Lebanon Chh

     For Slave Ellis                                      1.00
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From Unity Chh.

     For Slave Ellis                                    $5.00

And paid out by order of the Presbytery 

     For Education to J. N. Waddel $110.00

     For Com. fund to H. McDonald & D. McDougald

         as Commissioners to Gen. Assembly  $103.00

Leaving in the Treasury the following sums, viz:

For Dom. Missions



$173.50

For For[eign] Missions


    61.25

For Com. Fund



      1.25 in debt. Treasurer

For Education                                          43.50

For Purchase of Ellis                             134.50

All of which is respectfully submitted by your Treasurer-
John M. Morrow

Oct 24th 1845







Treasurer of Presbytery.

It was then Resolved to adjourn to meet at Aberdeen on Thursday before the first Sabbath in April 1846 at 7 o’clock p.m.

Closed by prayer & benediction.









Jno. N. Waddel clk. pro tem.









Jno M. Morrow Mod.







Attest

H. H. Bardwell Std Clk.
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Aberdeen, Miss.









April 2nd 1846

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment, and Bp. Morrow, the moderator, being absent, the meeting was opened with a sermon by Bp. Archibald the last moderator, from Prov. 12:26-first clause. Presbytery was then constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members were present: viz:

Bishops, T. Archibald, J. A. Lyon, D. McNair, R. S. Gladney, L. B. Gaston, M. Peden, and J. N. Waddel; and Ruling Elders:

John T. Mayfield

from Unity Church

R. Barry



from Columbus Church

Wm. L. Galbraith

from Houston Church

James Carlisle


from Aberdeen Church

D. Love



from Bethel Church

Absent: Bishops H. J. Bardwell, J. M. Morrow, H. McDonald and S. P. Helme.

Bp. M. Peden was chosen moderator and Bp. L. B. Gaston clerk pro tem.
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The minutes of the Presbytery at its last session were not present. Bp. A. McCallum pre​sented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Chickasaw to this Presbytery, and (he having been formerly examined) was received as a member of this body.

A call for the pastoral services of Mr. E. Anderson,
 a Licentiate under the care of this Presbytery, from the Good Hope and Philadelphus, churches was presented, and, being found in order, was put into the hands of Mr. Anderson. He being present and signifying his acceptance of the same, his examination with a view to ordination was made the order of the day for tomorrow 10 o’clock a.m., and 2 Cor. 5:19 was assigned him for a trial sermon at 11 o’clock a.m. The moderator was appointed to preside. Bishop Gaston to preach the ordination
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sermon and Bp. Lyon to deliver the charge.

Bishops S. P. Helme and H. McDonald at their request were severally dismissed to join the Presbytery of Mississippi, and the Stated Clerk was directed to give them letters of dis​mission.

The following Committees were appointed:

Messrs Gladney, Carlisle on Public Worship.

Messrs Waddel, McNair, Galbraith and Carlisle on Judicial Business.

Messrs McCallum, Archibald & Love on Bills & Overtures.

Messrs Lyon, Gladney, & Mayfield on Narration of the State of Religion.

Bishop Stuart of Chickasaw Presbytery was cordially permitted to labor within our bounds.

Adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.











Closed with prayer.
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April 3rd 1846.









Friday morning, 9 o’clk.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday, excepting Bp. Gladney. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Bp. Waddel was transferred from the standing committee of examination on Ecclesi​as​ti​cal History &c to the Committee on Languages.​ Bps. Gladney, Peden, and McCallum were added to the Committee on Ecclesiastical History, and Bp. Archibald to that on The​ol​ogy.

The following Committees of Review were appointed, viz-

Messrs. Waddel & Love on Records of Aberdeen ch.

Messrs. Archibald & Carlisle on Records of Bethel & Good Hope.

Messrs. McNair & Mayfield on Records of Houston & Montrose.

Messrs. Lyon & Barry on Records of Pikeville & Mt. Moriah.

Messrs. McCallum & Galbraith on Records of Unity & Columbus.

Messrs. Gladney & Love on Records of Wahalak & Philadelphus.

Bps. Waddel & Lyon were appointed a Committee to prepare a docket
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of business. The Treasurer being absent, Bp. McNair was appointed Treasurer pro tem. The committees on the Records of Mt. Moriah, Bethel, Good Hope, & Unity churches, severally presented their reports, which were accepted & adopted.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Presbytery attended to the examination of Mr. E. Anderson upon Theology, Ecclesiastical History, and church government, which was sustained.

The hour for the order of the day at 11 o’clock having arrived, Presbytery heard the ser​mon appointed Mr Anderson to preach, which was sustained as a part of trial.





             Presbytery then took recess till ½ past 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess, Presbytery met and resumed business. Messrs Archibald and Carlisle were appointed a committee of supplies.
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The committee formerly appointed to visit Smyrna Church, reported the performance of that duty and the prosperous condition of the church, which report was approved.

The committees on the records of Houston and Aberdeen churches severally reported and their reports were accepted and adopted.

The examination of Mr. Anderson was resumed, and upon the Greek and Hebrew Lang​uages, Philosophy & Mathematics, was sustained.

The committee on the records of Pikeville church presented a report, which was accepted and adopted. Mr. Anderson’s ordination if the way be clear, was made the order of the day for tomorrow 7 o’clock p.m. It was resolved that the installation of Mr Anderson as Pastor of the United Congrega-
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tions of Good Hope & Philadelphus
 be attended to by a committee at the Good Hope Church on Saturday before the 2nd Sabbath in August next at 11 o’clock a.m.; and that Bp. Waddel preach the sermon, preside, and propose the constitutional questions, Bp. Mc​​​Callum deliver the charge to the Pastor, and Bp. McNair deliver the charge to the people.

Bp. J. A. Lyon submitted a memorial and complaint touching the Louisiana Presbytery
 at a late meeting of that body as follows









April 2nd 1846







Memorial to the Reverend Presbytery of







Tombeckbee,
 convened at Aberdeen, Mississippi

Rev. and Dear Brethren; In the absence of every other means of defence, I am con​strained to seek your protection against what I conceive to be a very unjustifiable attack
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upon my character by a portion of the Presbytery of Louisiana, in their report of the rea​sons for the decision of that body in the case of the late trial of Rev. Dr. Scott,
 as pub​lished in the New Orleans Picayune of January 18th, and in other papers of subsequent date. The attack consists in caricaturing and misrepresenting, as I conceive, my testimony given in the case aforesaid, and publishing this representation of it to the world without sufficient reason for so doing. But in order that you may have a clear conception of the merit of the case and be the better able to judge for yourselves the justness of my com​plaint [?], I beg leave to introduce the subject to your consideration and review, by the following statement of facts: In consequence of the difficulties
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in the “New Orleans Presbytery” growing out of the subject that has caused both Dr Scott and myself so much trouble and sorrow, the Synod of Mississippi at its last sessions at Columbus dissolved that body, merged its component parts back again into the Louisiana Presbytery and ordered it to proceed immediately to the trial of Dr. Scott. Whereupon the moderator called together that portion of the Louisiana Presbytery which were in attend​ance at Synod, viz: Rev. Messrs. Chase, Van Court, Woodbridge, Purviance, Stanton, Twichell, Scott, and Ford—eight in all, who proceeded to carry into execution the order of Synod. The Rev. Mr. Ford being moderator, and Rev. Dr. Scott the accused, then re​mained only six to do business. I was accordingly cited to appear as a witness before them, on the same day, on which
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the citation was issued, and give evidence in the case. Being exceedingly burdened with the cares of Synod, and other pressing duties, I felt but poorly qualified to go into a trial, in which I myself was virtually a party concerned without the benefit of “the ten days notice” which the constitution grants to every witness. I hoped however to obviate this difficulty to some extent, by requesting of the prosecution to furnish me with a list of the main questions they intended to propound in the case (not supposing their number would exceed eight or ten) in order that I might have leisure and opportunity to frame my ans​wers in such grounded, clear, and explicit phraseology as that they could not be mis​under​​stood or
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misrepresented to my injury as had been done in the case of both my previously pub​lished cards &c. This request so reasonable and at the same time so necessary to me, was very much to my surprise and grief not granted- the majority of the acting members present, viz: Rev. Messrs. Purviance, Stanton, Chase and Twichell (who acted in concert in nearly all subsequent proceedings at this place) being opposed to it. I then requested that where an important answer was to be given, an answer that I knew would be nar​rowly scrutinized by my implacable and vigilant enemies, for the purpose, if possible, of perverting and misrepresenting the same to my detriment, that as I was not accustomed to compose under exciting circumstances, I might have the privilege of re​tiring for a short time to the
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peace and quiet of my study, where I might draw up my answer with critical care and attention to its phraseology. But, strange to tell, the majority refused this privilege also. These facts it becomes necessary to state in order that you may be able to understand why some of my answers are given with such extreme caution and unnecessary repetition, as characterizes a few of them. (See No. 2, 3, 11, &c.) Not wishing to throw any obstacles in the way of Presbytery, but to expedite by all possible means proceedings which were painful to Dr. Scott and all his friends, I waived my right to ten days notice and went into the examination under what I conceived to be very unfavorable circumstances for I felt apprehensive that some of those brethren were harboring a fearful prejudice against me; as the event has since proved. The examination
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had not proceeded far, when I found it difficult to understand the full meaning of some of the questions propounded by the prosecution. I thought it my right as a matter of course, to ask for an explanation when I was in any doubt as to the meaning of the question. But this right was withheld, and I was directed to answer as I best could without asking any questions whatever. This remarkable fact will appear from the evidence itself- (See No. 4, 29, 33, 36, &c, &c.) and will explain why many of my answers are much longer than they would otherwise have been. In addition to this they received a bundle of slanderous street-gossip, from such as were exceedingly inimical to me as well as to the Church of Christ.—from such as were the originators and untiring prosecutors of this relentless wave [?] of defamation,- out of which “bundle”
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they framed questions, which virtually placed me upon my trial, and which as I conceive were wholly irrelevant to the case. (See No. 51, 61, 72, 74, &c.) This will account for the irrelevancy of many of the questions and answers and in part for the extreme and weari​some length to which the examination was protracted, which extended to eighty seven ques​​tions in all, and continued four days. I would further state that the constitution allows a witness the right to review his testimony after it has been given in—to correct, expunge, amplify, or in any otherwise amend it, previously to signing it. This opportunity was not allowed to me, on the ground that the members of Presbytery could not remain any longer, but must leave immediately in the stage
 for their respective homes, so that a long and important part of my testimony,
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I had no opportunity of reviewing until after the Presbytery had adjourned and left the city. These facts I state not to complain, since there is no redress, but as already ex​plained, in order that you may be the better to account for certain characteristics of the testimony which otherwise would be inexplicable. These facts together with others that might be given, painfully impressed my mind with the conviction that two or three of those brethren were misguided by a fearful and dangerous prejudice against me, and let me confidently to expect an attack from that source, which was realized in that singular and remarkable document purporting to be a “report of the reasons of the decision &c,” in the case of Dr. Scott, containing the following offensive and defamatory appendage, viz: “Some of the Court, it may be further stated placed
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no reliance in the testimony of one of the witnesses on the part of the prosecution, viz: James A. Lyon, owing to its inaccuracies and inconsistencies, so that whether the witness was relied on or not, the Court must acquit the accused.” It is to me doubtful, what idea the authors of this aspersion intended should be attached to such language- whether moral obliquity, mental imbecility or both. At all events, I consider the offensive matter well calculated, if not designed to do me injury where I am not known; and therefore I feel constrained to seek the protection of your Reverend Body, by requesting you to examine my testimony—judge for yourselves—and publish your decision to the world. When this “Report &c.” was first published containing this offensive matter—this attack upon me so wanton and cruel
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in its features—so palpably and confessedly unnecessary—so injurious in its tendency if not design—so disgraceful to its authors—and so distressing to the church and people of God at large, I felt bound to investigate its history; which I have done to some extent, and have ascertained according to the best of my information the following facts and terms, which as they afford the gratifying intelligence that but few persons are really implicated and responsible for this remarkable proceeding-it may be important to state. In the first place, this “Report &c.” was not drawn up and submitted until a part of the Presbytery had left for their homes. The decision, it seems, was had on Saturday afternoon, and this “Report” was not submitted and adopted until Monday or Tuesday of the next week. It is due to Dr. Scott, to state, that he was not there at the time, nor apprised
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of the proceedings for several days after they took place—that he regards the “report” as doing me “great injustice”—and had he been present at the time it was adopted, he would have “protested and complained to Synod” on account of it. In the next place, the Report itself as published is signed by Rev. J. A. Ogden, Rev. J. H. Vancourt, and Rev James Purviance. When I saw the name of Rev. J. H. Vancourt to this singular document, I was much surprised, and felt persuaded from what I knew of the dispassionate and unpreju​diced character of his mind, that there must be some mistake about it. Accordingly I addressed to him a letter of inquiry on the subject, and was informed in reply, that the re​port as published “never obtained his sanction,” “when he signed it, it did not contain that sentence of which I have so much reason to complain”—and
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that “he opposed it to the full extent of his ability &c.” All my informants concur in stat​ing that the defamatory clause was appended by the persevering instrumentality of the Rev. James Purviance, who it seems had the clause added after the report was drawn up and signed, on which account, its adoption was strenuously opposed and “past [sic] by a bare majority” even of that portion of the Presbytery that remained. —And it is believed by one of the members of that body, most competent to judge “that many of those who voted for it did so without being aware of the injustice it was doing me.” I have felt it to be im[portant ?] to be thus particular, in pointing out the real authors of this attack, since it is universally regarded, not only by our own denomination alone, but by the good and pious of every sect—nay by the world and even the enemies of religion, as being not only cruel to me individually, 
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but disgraceful to the church and Presbyterian name. And therefore as I love the Church of Christ in general as I love our own Church in particular—as I love the Presbyterian name and am proud of its glorious escutcheon, I feel bound to let the Church, and the world know, that neither Christianity nor Presbyterianism, nor even the Louisiana Pres​by​​tery as a body, is responsible for this outrage, which has caused the “Adversary of souls” to laugh—the Church and the people of God to mourn—and a heart to bleed, that before was no stranger to affliction. I would in the third place state, that I have taken especial pains to ascertain what portion of my evidence was regarded by “some of the Court” as “inaccurate” and “inconsistent”—and who they were, that placed no “reliance” upon that account. I have not been able to learn certainly that there were more than two of the Court,”
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that regarded my testimony as unworthy of “reliance” “owing to its inaccuracies and in​con​sistencies,” viz: Rev James Purviance and Rev. J. A. Ogden. The only part of the testimony which, as I have yet learned, was regarded as “inaccurate” and “inconsistent,” I have with others scrutinized carefully and find it accurate and consistent, —and I find more​over that the impression of these gentlemen with regard to it arose from an oversight of their own—from an inaccuracy and carelessness on their part in examining the evi​dence, which they with so much precipitancy and indiscreet haste pronounced “inaccur​ate” & “inconsistent.” And even have there been an inconsistency, when they imagined they had found one, it would not in the slightest degree have affected the credibility of the testimony in the main points of the trial. But without entering further into

[165]

detail on this painful and humiliating subject, I would humbly and respectfully petition your Reverend Body now in session at Aberdeen, Miss., to review my testimony given in the Case of the Louisiana Presbytery vs. Rev. Dr. Scott; an exact copy or rather the orig​inal of which I herewith submit for your inspection. If you find it censurable, deal with me accordingly. But on the other hand, if it should proved to be an accurate, consistent and ingenuous testimony, so pronounce it to be, and thus shield and protect me from the in​jur​ious and unaccountable attack of which I have complained. All which is humbly and respectfully submitted to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee by their brother and fellow-la​borer in the Gospel.









James A. Lyon.

Upon which Presbytery went into an interlocutory meeting; and after a free interchange of opinion, 
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Presbytery resumed regular business, and Messrs Gladney, Bardwell, Gaston, Archibald, and Carlisle were appointed a committee to report on the subject. 

Bp. Bardwell appeared and rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Wm Bell, Elder from Starkville Church appeared and took his seat.

Messrs Bardwell and Bell were appointed a Committee on the Records of Lebanon Church; and Messrs Archibald and Galbraith on those of Starkville Church.








Presbytery took recess till 8 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery resumed business. Presbytery heard the Presbyterial sermon on the Unity of the Church
 by Bp. Waddel and criticized on the same.

The committees on the Records of Montrose, Houston, and Columbus Churches reported, and their reports were accepted and adopted.

Bps. J. A. Lyon, and J. M. Morrow his alternate and Ruling Elders B. Bard-
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well, principal, and J. Carlisle his alternate, were chosen commissioners from this Pres​bytery to the next General Assembly.

Carolina Church was chosen as the place of the next semiannual meeting on Thursday before the first Sabbath in September next at 11 o’clock a.m. 

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at half past eight o’clock.











Closed with prayer.









8 ½ o’clock,









Saturday morning, Apl 4th 1846

Presbytery met according to adjournment. Present as on yesterday. The minutes of the last sitting were read and corrected.

Geo. McFarland, Ruling Elder from Pikeville Church appeared and took his seat. 

The examination of Mr Anderson was resumed, and upon the Sacraments, Experimental religion, and his views in seeking the ministry, was sustained; and thereupon his exami​na​tion entire was fully sustained and it was
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resolved to attend to his ordination this evening at the hour previously appointed. 

A request from several members of the Presbyterian Church in the south East corner of Chickasaw County to be visited by a Committee of Presbytery with a view to their organ​ization into a church was presented and their request was granted, by appointing Bishops Bardwell and Peden to perform the service at their discretion.

The committee on the records of Lebanon Church reported, and their report was accepted & adopted. 

A free conversation on the subject of religion was made the order of the day for 5 o’clock p.m. 

The subject assigned for the next Presbyterial Sermon was ‘the nature of the Pastoral Office’ and Bp. Bardwell was appointed to preach the same, and Bp. J. A. Lyon his alter​nate. The subject
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assigned for the next Presbyterial conference was, ‘Religious contributions’ and Elder James Carlisle was appointed to open the same with a written essay.

A call for reports of supplies was made, when members present reported satisfactorily.

The Committee on Supplies presented their report, which was adopted and is as follows:

Rev. H. J. Bardwell to preach at Aberdeen on the 5th Sabbath in May.

Rev. J. M. Morrow to assist Rev. T. C. Stuart in a communion
 at Mount Pleasant on 4th Sabbath in May.

Rev. R. S. Gladney to preach one Sabbath at Tallabenela at discretion.

Rev. H. J. Bardwell to preach one Sabbath at Louisville at discretion.

Rev. J. M. Morrow to preach one Sabbath at Bethsalem at discretion.
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Rev. D. McNair to hold a communion at Pleasant Springs at discretion.

Rev. E. Anderson to hold a communion at Hermon at discretion.

To supply the Columbus Church during the absence of our clerical commissioner to the Assembly.

Rev. R. S. Gladney the 1st Sabbath in May

Rev. M. Peden the 2nd Sabbath in May

Rev. H. J. Bardwell 3rd Sabbath in May

Rev. D. McNair 5th Sabbath in May

Rev. R. S. Gladney 1st Sabbath in June

To supply Bethel Church

Rev. J. M. Morrow the 2nd Sabbath in May.

Rev. H. J. Bardwell 2nd Sabbath in June.

The committee on the records of Starkville and Wahalak Churches presented reports, which were accepted & adopted. 









Took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess, resumed business. It was resolved that the Treasurer pro tem. and the Treas​urer be directed to pay over the Domestic Missionary funds in their hands in equal
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amounts to the two missionaries in our employ, taking their several due bills therefore, to be held subject to final settlement. The hour for the order of the day having arrived, a free conversation on the state of religion was held, after which Presbytery had recess until after divine service.

After recess, resumed business.

The Report of the Committee ad Interim was received and approved and is as follows: The Committee ad Interim beg leave to report to Presbytery: First on Church Extension; that an application has been made to the General Assembly’s Committee in behalf of Bethel Green Church, and an appropriation obtained to the amount of one hundred and twenty five dollars. Secondly, on Domestic Missions, the committee have applied to the Synodical Board for one hundred and fifty dollars in behalf of Rev. T. Archibald to labor at Unity and
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vicinity; the result of which application is not yet known. Thirdly, on Education, the Committee would report, that your beneficiary Mr. A. J. Loughridge has been continued at Montrose Academy till very recently. He is now prepared to enter the junior class at Oakland College, whither he has now gone. His expenses thus far have been fully met, excepting perhaps a few dollars. Some funds however are now needed. Mr. Loughridge’s deportment and scholarship continue to be very good and worthy of commendation.










Respectfully submitted,










H. J. Bardwell, chairman.

The Stated Clerk read a communication from M. B. Hope, corresponding secretary of the Assembly’s Board of Education, propounding certain queries, which the committee ad Interim was directed to answer. The committee ad Interim was continued by the reap​pointment of the same members excepting Bp. J. A. Lyon, who was appointed.
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The Stated Clerk read a communication from the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of West​ern District on the subject of a New Synod, which was referred to Messrs Bardwell, Waddel, and McFarland to report on as soon as possible. 

The committee on the narrative read a report,
 which was accepted, adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly. The report is as follows: The Presbytery of Tom​beckbee report to the General Assembly on the state of religion, the following facts and items—First, during last summer & autumn an interesting state of things generally prevailed throughout the bounds of Presbytery, and in consequence of this, an unusually large number have been added to the churches within the last twelve months; but in con​sequence of the unusually long and severe winter and other circumstances peculiar to this general section of
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country, the state of religion is at present rather discouraging—we regret especially to learn that the Sabbath is not so well observed generally speaking throughout the bounds of the Presbytery as it ought to be. There seems to be a general complaint on this subject, which is much to be deplored. We are gratified to learn that a general attention is paid throughout our jurisdiction to the religious instruction of the colored people.
 On the whole, the results of the last year, in a religious point of view, should be a source rather of rejoicing than mourning. All which is respectfully submitted.









James A. Lyon, chairman.

The Committee on the Records of Philadelphus Church presented a report, which was ac​cepted and adopted.

Owing to the press of business, and want of time, the Presbyterial Conference was dis​pensed with.

The Committee ad Interim was authorized to draw on the Treasurer from
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the Education Fund to supply the wants of our beneficiary.

The Treasurer pro tem. reported, and his report was accepted and approved; and is as fol​lows:

Received of Lebanon Church by Rev. H. J. Bardwell,


For For[eign] Missions


$0.88


For Dom. Missions



  0.87


For Education




  1.00


For Board of Publication


  1.00


For Bible Society




  1.50


For Commissioners’ Fund

  4.00







$9.25

Received of Unity Church by J. J. Mayfield


For For[eign] Missions


$4.00


For Dom. Missions



  5.00


For Commissioners Fund


  3.00






          $12.00

Received of Montrose Church by Rev. J. N. Waddel


For Commissioners Fund


$7.00

Received of Mt Moriah Church by Rev. J. N. Waddel


For Commissioners Fund


$3.00

Received of Bethel Church by D. Love

      For Dom. Missions


          $19.00
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      For For[eign] Missions                            
$9.00

      For Education                                             8.00

      For Theol. Fund                                        17.00

      For Commissioners Fund                         10.00

      For Contingent Fund                                  1.00

Received of Macon Church by Rev. D. McNair


For Commissioners Fund

$4.00

Received of Houston Church by Mr Galbraith


Commissioners Fund


$4.00

Received of Wahalak Church by Rev. D. McNair


Commissioners Fund

          $12.00

      Contingent                                        .50

Received of Columbus Church by Rev. J. A. Lyon

      Dom. Missions


          $69.00

Received of Aberdeen Church by J. Carlisle


Commissioners Fund                  $10.00

Received of Pikeville Church by Rev. M. Peden

 
Commissioners Fund


$4.55

Received of Good Hope Church by Rev. E. Anderson


Commissioners fund


$5.00

Received of Carolina Church by Rev. A. McCallum


Commissioners fund


$3.00
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Received of Starkville Church


Commissioners Fund

          $12.00

The Treasurer pro tem. has now on hand—Commissioners Fund


From Lebanon Church

$4.00


From Unity Church


  3.00


From Montrose Church

  7.00


From Mount Moriah Church
  3.00


From Bethel Church 


10.00


From Macon Church


  4.00


From Houston Church

  4.00


From Wahalak Church

12.00


From Aberdeen Church

10.00


From Good Hope Church

  5.00


From Pikeville Church

  4.55


From Carolina Church

  4.00


From Erin Church



  4.00


From Philadelphia Church
  3.00


From Starkville Church

12.00






          $89.55

For Domestic Missions


From Lebanon Church

$0.88


From Unity Church


  5.00


From Bethel Church


19.00
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From Columbus Church

69.00






          $93.88

For Foreign Missions


From Lebanon Church

$0.87


From Unity Church


  4.00


From Bethel Church


  9.00




                      $13.87

For Education


From Lebanon Church

$1.00


From Bethel Church


  8.00


From a friend



  1.00






          $10.00

For Board of Publication


From Lebanon Church
            $1.00

For Theological Fund


From Bethel Church                   $17.00

[For] Contingent Fund


From Rev. M. Peden


$0.50


From Rev. E. Anderson

    .50


From Rev. Thos Archibald
    .50


From Rev. A. McCallum                  .50

  
From Rev. D. McNair


    .50


From Rev. J. N. Waddel

    .50


From Rev. J. A. Lyon


    .50
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From Rev. H. McDonald

    .50


From Mr. A. C. Jennings

    .50


From Mr. D. Love                             .50










Respectfully submitted










Aberdeen, Apl 4th 1846










D. McNair, Treas. pro tem.

The Treasurer pro tem. was directed to appropriate the Foreign Missionary Fund now in the Treasury to make up the deficiency existing in the amount assumed by the Synod of Mississippi of the price of slave Ellis. He was also directed to remit the Theological Fund to the Treasurer of the Board of Trustees of Oakland College to aid in the endowment of the Theological Professorship.

The Stated Clerk presented the statistical report to the General Assembly which was ap​proved.










Took recess until 7 ½ o’clock p.m.

After recess, Presbytery resumed business and proceeded to the order of the day, to wit, the ordination of Mr. Anderson. Bishop Gaston preached the ordination
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sermon from 1 Thess 5:19, “Quench not the Spirit.” The candidate having satisfactorily answered the constitutional questions, he was solemnly ordained and set apart to the full exercise of the Gospel Ministry, with a view to his installation as Pastor of the United Congregations of Good Hope and Philadelphus, by Prayer and imposition of the hands of the Presbytery, Bishop Peden the Moderator presiding. Bishop Lyon then delivered a charge to the newly ordained Bishop, after which Bishop Anderson took his seat as a mem​ber of Presbytery.

The Committee on the Memorial and Complaint of Bp. J. A. Lyon presented a report which was unanimously adopted, and is as follows:

Whereas the Presbytery of Louisiana at its late sessions held at Baton Rouge on the 12th day of January 1846, in giving their decision upon the trial of the case of Rev. Dr. Scott, and their reasons for said decision, have passed a

[181]

sentence of condemnation upon the Rev. Jas A. Lyon of this Presbytery [as ?] unright​eous as it was illiberal and unconstitutional—Therefore Resolved, that this Presbytery sub​​mit the following memorial to the Synod of Mississippi
 and respectfully solicit a due consideration of the same.

Memorial to the Synod of Mississippi.

Dear Fathers & Brethren—as watchmen on the walls of Sion, we should prove unfaithful to our high and responsible trust, were we to see a danger threatening the church and not give the alarm. It is in view of this binding duty that we, believing that some of the great and distinguishing principles of our church in particular, and of Christianity in general, have been violated, feel it our sacred duty with becoming reverence to memorialize your reverend body on the present occasion. Whilst our ecclesiastical bodies cannot be too watchful in preserving their ministry pure and uncontaminated, 
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avoiding even the appearance of evil, yet it is a duty equally imperative to preserve the usefulness of a faithful ministry by shielding it against all unjust and injurious attacks upon its character. The value of a clergyman’s character is inestimable, it is essential not only to his own happiness and comfort, but likewise to the purity and respectability of religion, the extension of Christ’s kingdom, and the prosperity of Zion, to its purity, be​cause the ministers of religion are ensamples to others; to its respectability because its effects are estimated by the characters of those supposed to be most under its influence; to the extension of Christ’s kingdom, because precept without example avails but little; to the prosperity of Zion, because its triumphs are moral not physical, spiritual not carnal, con​sequently to destroy the character of a minister is to destroy not only his happiness, but also his usefulness, not only to render him
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and his family to wretchedness, but it is to paralyze one of the great means of saving souls. Neither talents, nor learning, nor piety, nor any other qualification avails to render a man useful as a minister of the Gospel, if suspicion rests upon his character. The eager​ness with which human depravity exerts its satanical influence for the destruction of those who are faithful on the watchtowers of Zion; the seductive acts by which it employs as instruments, members of the church, some for the destruction of others; the unsus​pected for in which modern persecution wages its warfare, not with the flaming faggot to destroy the body, but by insidious assaults upon the character of its victims, accompanied not by open denunciation, but by surmise and aspersions made with apparent reluctance: all these combine to render it a most sacred duty which we owe to God, to the Church, to the whole world and to ourselves to protect with constant vigilance the
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character of those whom God has sent forth to be the ambassadors of reconciliation to a dying world. It takes years of unremitting toil and study and great expenditure; and it requires great self-denial and self sacrifice to be prepared for the sacred office, yet by the devices of Satan a few brief months may suffice to destroy, or at least greatly injure their usefulness. Another consideration is, that we live in an age and country in which too little respect is paid to, and too little value is set upon, the services of a well qualified ministry. Churches think it a very light matter to treat them in such a manner as to make the most unfavorable impressions upon the public mind in regard to their ministerial character, some​times exciting expectations never to be realized, involving them in pecuniary diffi​cul​ties by unjust treatment, compelling them to assume the character of itinerants, thus sub​verting a fundamental principle of our system-viz: that of pastoral relations, and usu​ally
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justifying their conduct by the sacrifice of ministerial character and usefulness. It is enough that the ambassadors of Christ should encounter opposition and persecution from the world. That we should be hated by the world was predicted by our blessed Savior. But that ministerial usefulness should be destroyed or even impaired by those professing to be brethren was not to be expected; and in our evidence of a sad degeneracy in religion from that apostolic spirit which existed in those days when it was said of Christians, ‘behold, how they love one another.’ Most of all is it to be lamented that those who stand to min​ister in sacred things, around the holy altar, should be found either directly or indirectly detracting from the character and usefulness of each other. If therefore we have not over​rated the importance of this sacred office, no conduct is more criminal, because none is more injurious to all the interests of men, both
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in time and eternity, than that which destroys or impairs ministerial usefulness. The crime too is greatly aggravated by the relation which the parties sustain to each other. It is a light matter to be reviled by the world, but it is a very grave matter when we are assailed by those not only professing to be Christians, but also clothed with ministerial character and official dignity. Entertaining these views, we find it to be a duty which we owe to the church, to ourselves, and to our brother, whose ecclesiastical protectors we are, to com​plain to your reverend body of a statement made by the Presbytery of Louisiana (or more properly speaking, by a few individuals, as we are informed and believe, under the name and style of that body) in presenting to the public their report of the “reasons for their decision” in the case of the late trial of the Rev. Dr. Scott. The statement alluded to is the following: “Some of
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the court, it may be further stated, placed no reliance in the testimony of one of the witnesses, on the part of the prosecution, viz: James A. Lyon, owing to its inaccuracy and inconsistency, so that whether the witness be relied on or not, the court must acquit the accused.” Of this singular and unaccountable appendage to the “reasons of the decision of the court in the case” aforesaid, we feel bound to memorialize your reverend body mainly on two accounts.

I. On account of its injurious tendency in a constitutional and general point of view.

1st—It is manifestly unconstitutional, the constitution of our church sacredly provides against the wanton defamation not only of its ministers, but of the humblest of its mem​bers. It gives to a Presbytery jurisdiction over none but those who are component parts of its body. To each Presbytery its members are answerable for all their conduct. It is more​over the 
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solemn duty of every Presbytery to watch over the conduct of all its members, and to preserve its purity by holding every member accountable for any and all improper con​duct. Consequently when a Presbytery goes without its bounds to attack, assail, or try in form or in fact, by passing sentence upon a member of another Presbytery, it is guilty of an unwarrantable assumption of power not committed to it by the constitution, a usurp​ation destructive in its tendency of our church polity.

2nd—It is disrespectful to us as a body, and an indirect censure. The witness belonged to us—is a component part of our body, and under our jurisdiction. Our court is large, re​spectable, and every way competent to carry into execution the provisions of our con​sti​tution. To many of us, the whole history of the case was well known. If in any thing con​nected with this matter, from beginning to end, we had perceived aught in the conduct of our brother, rendering it
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a duty on our part to arraign him before us, reasons are yet to be shown why that duty would not have been faithfully performed. If, in this respect, we were delinquent in duty, we, as a body were answerable to Synod. And to censure us indirectly by passing sent​ence of condemnation upon one of our members which sentence, if it is just, was our duty after a full investigation to have passed, was to say the least, to treat us with disrespect.

3rd—It was palpably unnecessary, even had it been constitutional and proper. This is un​wittingly acknowledged by the authors of the matter complained of: for they add, “so that whether the witness was relied on or not, the court must acquit the accused.” Where then was the necessity (even had the whole court, instead of a very few, placed no reliance upon the testimony) for publishing the fact to the world? Hence it bears every appearance of malignity,
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and a wanton disposition to injure.

4th—It was a gross abuse of power, to turn aside from the sacred duties devolving upon them as a court of Jesus Christ to pass a sentence of condemnation upon an individual not formally arraigned before them, and yet virtually arraigned before a tribunal to which he was not answerable, trying him without a hearing, condemning him without notice or de​fence, or the means of redress; and that too in his absence and without his knowledge. Such an abuse of power, if tolerated, would render our church courts no less odious than the inquisition of Rome. Just such an exercise of arbitrary, unjust, and despotic power gave birth to the Inquisition.

5th—It was a prostitution of official station and dignity to the influence of feelings char​acteristically by any thing else than the spirit of the Gospel. Whatever may be our private views and feelings in regard to individuals or
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their conduct, when called upon to act as members of a court of the Lord Jesus Christ, it is our solemn duty, confining ourselves to the case before us, to assess a righteous decis​ion according to the law and the testimony. And we cannot, without a violation of our ordi​nation vows, employ the authority and influence with which we are vested, in giving vent and adding weight to the personal feelings and views which we may entertain to​ward individuals especially towards those not arraigned before us. It is this view of our church courts that constitutes all their glory and their excellency, secures our confidence in them, and renders them the safe depositories of our freedom, the bulwarks of our church and walls of fire around the Sion of God, rendering all within safe, and excluding all that is vile. Destroy these by the perversion and abuse of the sacred powers entrusted to them
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and the strength, the beauty and glory of Zion is gone.

6th—Such abuse of power and prostitution of official station, if tolerated, would be sub​ver​sion, not only of the personal security of each and every minister of the church, but of the beautiful union and harmony characteristic of the principles of our constitution. If our church courts are allowed to assail with impunity the character of one who has no power to defend or protect himself, to appeal or complain, who, we may ask, is safe? What real security does our constitution afford us? Who would be willing to trust himself in the bounds of courts so grossly perverting and abusing the power entrusted to them! And what confidence could even the courts repose in each others’ decisions?

7th—But further such abuse of power would soon be entirely destructive of all discipline, of all government in our church. We have no power to coerce
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the attendance of witnesses. We can only appeal to the claims of justice, of religion, of duty between men and men, and the necessity of maintaining good order. But who in the church or out of the church will become a witness, if, by so doing, he or she is to be sub​jected to public censure, to be held up before the world as a criminal, to be published in jour​nals of every description as unworthy of credit, as incapable of giving credible test​i​mony, and this public defamation to go forth to the world with all the influence and auth​ority of a court revered for its sanctity and venerated for its wisdom and justice. Nay, the laws of the land could not secure the attendance of witnesses under such circumstan​ces. The Judge, clad in his ermine and clothed with the authority of civil power dare not pros​ti​tute his official station and influence by giving vent in his decision to personal feel​ings against the culprits

[194]

much less a respectable witness, by such a sweeping and unnecessary declaration as “some of the court” have appended to their decision in the case of the Rev. Dr. Scott.  Even the Lawyer, who, in his pleading, felt disposed to deal in the Billingsgate, would be extremely cautious how he assailed respectable witnesses by such wholesale assertions. Much less can such conduct be tolerated in our church courts; the whole authority, dig​nity and influence of which depend upon the wisdom of the serpent blending itself with the innocence of the dove. We are persuaded that your venerable body will see at once the fearful consequence of such an abuse of power.

8th—Nor can we overlook the fact, that such an abuse of power is calculated to make the most unfavorable impression upon the world in regard to our church polity. Our system of government, republican in form, wisely adapted on the one hand to preserve the purity, peace
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and harmony of the church, and on the other to protect and defend the innocent under all circumstances, has received the admiration of the world; even of our sister churches, and has in all time been the boast and glory of our church. Shall it now, by an abuse of power, be regarded only as an engine of arbitrary power for the destruction of those whom it should protect; or shall we, by our public disapprobation of such conduct, show to the world that it has within itself recuperative power that will ever guarantee its security.

II. But secondly we would memorialize your venerable body on special and personal con​siderations.

1st—In the first place the statement of which we complain is vague and indefinite, leaving the public to put the worst possible construction upon the language. This too would be natural considering that it came from a court who would be supposed to use the mildest
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and exercise the utmost charity. It is said “some of the court,” we are not informed who, or how many, whether they were the calm, the wise, the prudent and judicious; or the passionate, the weak, the indiscreet and injudicious. 

2nd—It is not only vague and indefinite, but ambiguous. Why was the testimony regarded by some of the court as “inaccurate and inconsistent” and consequently unworthy of reli​ance? Was it in consequence of careless phraseology, defective memory or a willful dis​po​sition to prevaricate and falsify? On these points, the public are not informed and may come to the worst conclusion.

3rd—The language itself is disrespectful and indicative of improper feeling. The title “Rev.” is not prefixed to the name of the witness.

4th—It is disingenuous and unfair to pronounce the testimony of a witness so “inaccurate and inconsistent” as to be unworthy of “reliance,” and at the
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same time not accompany the declaration with the evidence and proof of the fact. Had they published the testimony along with the declaration, the public could in that case have judged for themselves.

5th—It was highly improper to make the attack under the circumstances, but still worse to publish it to the world without the least consideration of its effects, regardless of the wound which they were inflicting upon a brother unconscious of the coming blow and un​prepared to resist its effects, and to publish it too through the columns of secular pres​ses, a channel unfitting for religious controversy of any kind, much more for the ex​posi​tion of a ministerial conflict in no wise calculated to ennoble the cause of religion in the eyes of the world.

6th—Finally we complain of the statement, not only because it is vague and indefinite in its phraseology, 
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ambiguous and likely under the circumstances to receive the very worst construction, ir​reverent and disrespectful, betraying the most unkind feeling, not to say, vindictive, dis​in​genuous and unfair, precluding the possibility of defence or explanation, made in vio​lation of the constitution: in the abuse of delegated power; in the prostitution of offi​cial station and dignity, and hastily and eagerly sent forth, without any apparent re​gard of con​​se​quences: but we complain also because the statement is entirely unfounded. After a full investigation of the testimony of the Rev. J. A. Lyon, we are satisfied that it is not either inaccurate or inconsistent. We are aware that ingenuity may torture the plainest state​ments, that the most candid statements are liable to misconstruction, but we are satis​fied that whoever will read the testimony calmly and dispassionately without any effort to distort or pervert it, will
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find nothing in it either inaccurate or inconsistent that would in the least detract from its credibility. Every thing connected with this unfortunate appendage to the “reasons of the court” is calculated and seems to have been designed not only to disparage and contra​vene the constitution of our beloved church, but to do the greatest possible amount of in​jury to an unoffending and defenceless brother. And nothing but the strength of an unim​peachable character on the one part, and the manifest irregularity of the proceeding on the other, have in the Providence of God, prevented it from doing that injury which it is cal​culated, if not designed to do. We are constrained therefore to regard the introduction and publication of such a confessedly unnecessary appendage to the “reasons &c” under all the circumstances of the case as a wanton and gratuitous act of defamation
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demanding and requiring the decided disapprobation and censure of your reverend body. All of which we present with due and becoming submission and reverence.









By order of Tombeckbee Presbytery    








L. B. Gaston, Clk-
Mitchell Peden, Moderator.

The Stated Clerk was directed to publish extracts from the minutes of this Presbytery in the New Orleans Protestant, with the request that other papers that published the pro​ceedings of the Presbytery of Louisiana complained of, also publish the memorial of this Presbytery to the Synod of Mississippi.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported overtures, Nos. 1 & 2. Overture No. 1. Is a habitual refusal to commune an offence demanding the action of the session?
 Was ans​wered in the affirmative. Overture No. 2 was referred to a special committee, consisting of Bishops J. N. Waddel and J. A. Lyon. 

It was resolved that the thanks of
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the Presbytery be tendered through the Moderator to the citizens of Aberdeen for their cordial hospitality to the members of this body on the present occasion. 

A memorial from the session of Starkville church was received and is as follows:

The Session of Starkville Church beg leave respectfully to represent to your reverend body that there are serious evils in this church demanding the exercise of discipline. Sev​eral members of the session are concerned in this matter, which with other things un​neces​sary to mention, we think sufficient reason for referring the whole matter to your body: and we earnestly request your reverend body to hold an adjourned meeting at this place as soon as practicable, to use your efforts to produce proper reconciliation, if pos​sible, and in the
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event of failure in this, then to proceed to the exercise of discipline in the adjudication of the matter. Respectfully submitted by order of the session—Starkville, March 28, 1846.










H. J. Bardwell, Mod’r










D. McDougald, Clerk.

In compliance with the above memorial Presbytery adjourned to meet at Starkville on Tuesday next at 9 o’clock a.m.










Closed with prayer.

L. B. Gaston Clk.





M. Peden, Moderator.










Starkville, Miss.










Tuesday morning, Ap 17, 1846

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer.

Present. Bishops J. A. Lyon, D. McNair, J. N. Waddel, M. Peden, A. McCallum, H. J. Bardwell, and E. Anderson. 

Elders. R. Barry, D. Love, and W. Bell.

Absent. Thomas Archibald, L. B. Gaston, & R. S. Gladney.

Bp. J. N. Waddel was appointed clerk pro tem. The minutes of the last sitting were read and corrected. 

The Rev Mr Pressley of the Associate
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Reformed Church, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Bishop J. N. Waddel was excused from acting on the Judicial Committee, and Bp. J. A. Lyon was appointed chairman of said committee in his stead. Elders Love and Barry were appointed on the same committee in place of Carlisle and Galbraith absent.

The Judicial Committee had leave to retire to take into consideration the difficulties ex​ist​ing in the Church of Starkville. 

The following resolution was offered: Resolved, that should the marriage question come up at the next General Assembly; that this Presbytery are of opinion that Rev. Archibald McQueen should not again be restored to the office of a Gospel Minister.
 [The res​o​lution was] Laid on the table.






Presbytery took recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.

After recess, Presbytery met. The Judicial Committee presented a
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report which was accepted, and while under discussion, Presbytery took recess until half past two o’clock.

After recess Presbytery met & resumed business. The report of the Judicial Committee was recommitted, with instructions to make an effort to bring about a reconciliation be​tween the parties.

It was resolved that the minutes of this Presbytery be hereafter published in pamphlet form and that the Stated Clerk be directed to prepare and superintend their publication, and that the expense of the same be borne by the members of Presbytery.

The Committee on overture No. 2 read a report which was accepted and adopted and is as follows: The committee to whom was referred overture No. 2, “Is the practice on travel​ing on the Sabbath an offence demanding the action of the Session?”
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beg leave to report, that they have had the same under consideration and would submit the following as the answer to the question. Whereas, the directions of our book in refer​ence to the observance of the Sabbath, contained in the answer to the question, “How is the Sabbath to be sanctified?” together with those plain and practical directions contained in the first chapter of the directory for worship, are based upon God’s Holy Word; and are directed only by the rule, that every thing that is not a work of necessity or mercy is a violation of the Sabbath and whereas every violation of the Sabbath is an offence de​mand​ing the action of the Session; Therefore Resolved, that all traveling for secular pur​poses, and all traveling which is not a work of absolute necessity or mercy is a viola​tion of the Sabbath, and an offence 
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demanding and deserving the censure of the courts of our church.










John N. Waddel










James A. Lyon—Committee

Presbytery directed that the above report be read from the pulpit of each church under our care, so far as practicable.

The Judicial Committee had leave to retire.

The Committee on the subject of the letter from the stated clerk of the Presbytery of West​​​ern District [Tennessee] reported the following memorial to the General Assembly, which was adopted, and ordered to be presented by our commissioner in case of neces​sity.

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
 convened in Phil​a​delphia.

Rev. Fathers and Brethren,—Whereas this Presbytery is informed that there will be pre​sented to your body a memorial or memorials, praying for the organization of a New Synod to be composed of the Presbyteries of
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Arkansas, Western District and Chickasaw, either with or without this Presbytery: and whereas we view said organization as unwise; first, because of the great extent of terri​tory to be embraced, it being from 350 miles from North to South, and at least as much from East to West—thus rendering attendance upon its meetings very laborious and in​con​venient to a large number of its members; secondly, because this Presbytery is not connected by trade or otherwise with Tennessee or Arkansas; and thirdly, because the proposed plan of a Synod will defeat another plan embracing in a new Synod the Pres​byteries of Chickasaw, Clinton and Tombeckbee, an organization much more com​pact and judicious, which we hope to see soon consummated; Therefore we respect​fully and earnestly memorialize your reverend body not to grant the prayer of the above mentioned memorial
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or memorials.
 All which we respectfully present with due submission & reference. 










H. J. Bardwell, chairman.

Presbytery had a recess to meet at the call of the moderator.

After recess, resumed business. The Judicial Committee presented their report, which was accepted.

The moderator announced from the chair that the Presbytery was about to proceed to the consideration of judicial business, and enjoined upon the members to recollect and regard their highest character as judges of a court of Jesus Christ.

The report is as follows.

The Judicial Committee beg leave to report first the following paper.










Starkville, Miss.










April 7, 1846.

We the undersigned members of Starkville church do agree to waive our right to ten days notice, and submit our [indecipherable word] difficulties alluded to in the memorial of the session of the said church of the 28th ult. immediately
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to the advice and adjudication of Presbytery.










Brainerd Bardwell.










H. J. Bardwell.










John Rogers.










James E. Rogers.










H. W. Rogers.

The Committee further report that they have examined the serious evils alluded to in the memorial of the session of Starkville Church of the 28th ult., and find them to consist of three distinct specifications, viz:

1. The writing of a letter by Dr. B. Bardwell to Mr. John Rogers or to one of the family, so that it was considered as addressed to him, which was regarded as of an offensive and pro​voking character; and a consequent assault, some two days after by Mr. John Rogers on the person of Dr. Bardwell and the use of abusive language.

2. A public assault in the streets of Starkville by Mr. H. W. Rogers on the
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person of Rev. H. J. Bardwell.

3. The charge of falsifying made publicly by Mr. James C. Rogers against Rev. H. J. Bardwell.

The committee further report as the result of a mutual conference between the parties in the presence of the committee that Dr. B. Bardwell explained that he did not intend to convey the meaning that was placed upon the letter, that was deemed offensive, and that he was sorry for certain expressions in the letter.

Second—Mr John Rogers acknowledges having made the assault and used the language charged, and that he was sorry for having done any thing inconsistent with the Christian religion but does not acknowledge that he has done wrong in this instance.

Third—Mr H. W. Rogers acknowledges that under great excitement and wrong impres​sions he did make a public assault upon
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the person of the Rev. H. J. Bardwell; but in subsequent reflection, he is satisfied, he did wrong, and is sorry for it.

Fourth—Mr James C. Rogers acknowledges having publicly charged the Rev. H. J. Bard​well with falsifying; but with the explanation of Rev. H. J. Bardwell (which the com​mittee think is in accordance with the most obvious construction of the language) he is bound to admit that he was mistaken, and therefore takes back the aforesaid charge.

And the committee would recommend as follows, viz: 

1. That no further notice be taken of specification No. third, relative to the charge of Mr James C. Rogers.

2. That as Mr H. W. Rogers acknowledges his error and is sorry for it, that he be only censured.

3. The Committee in the case of
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Mr John Rogers feel unable to decide and therefore refer the same to the opinion and de​cision of the Presbytery. All which is respectfully submitted.











    James A. Lyon, chairman.

The report was read article by article and the Presbytery adopted the first and second rec​ommendations of the committee. In reference to the 3rd item, a motion being made to pass over the conduct of Mr John Rogers without any further notice, it was decided in the neg​a​tive; and the ayes and noes being called for were as follows:

Ayes.  None.

Noes.—Messrs. McNair, Waddel, Peden, McCallum, Anderson, and Love.

Non Liquet.—J. A. Lyon.







Presbytery adjourned until tomorrow morning, 8 o’clock.










Wednesday morning.










8 o’clock.

Presbytery met according to adjournment
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and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read and corrected. 

It was resolved that each member of Presbytery be taxed two dollars in order to defray the expenses of publishing the Minutes of Presbytery.
 The following members paid in their tax, viz: D. McNair $2. H. J. Bardwell $2. J. A. Lyon $2. J. N. Waddel $2. A. McCallum $2. M. Peden $2. E. Anderson $2. B. Barry $2. D. Love $2. W. Bell $2.

The unfinished business, the report of the judicial committee was then taken up. Upon mutual conference between the parties at variance in the presence of Presbytery a full reconciliation took place publicly between Rev. H. J. Bardwell and Dr. Bardwell, and Messrs. H. W. and J. C. Rogers, and in view of the great blessings thus conferred upon us and the church, Presbytery united in returning thanks to Almighty God. In regard to the 3rd item, relating
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to Mr John Rogers, it was resolved that this matter lie over until the next meeting of Presbytery.

It was resolved that each member of Presbytery pay in semiannually fifty cents to the contingent fund of Presbytery, and that the stated clerk be allowed a salary of ten dollars annually for services. The Treasurer pro tem. reported the following members as having paid their semiannual tax of fifty cents, viz: J. A. Lyon, H. B. Bardwell, E. Anderson, D. McNair, J. N. Waddel, M. Peden, A. McCallum, R. Barry and D. Love, making $4.50 cts which was directed to be paid over to the Stated Clerk as part of his salary.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Carolina Church on Thursday before the first Sab​bath in September next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, and the apos​tolical benediction.

J. N. Waddel Clerk pro tem. 

M. Peden, Mod’r

Attest





H. J. Bardwell, clk.
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The Committee on the records of Tombeckbee Presbytery report that the records appear to be well kept & recommend their approval to the bottom of page 215.

The committee recommend that this Synod express no opinion on those parts of the rec​ords embraced in the matters referred to a special committee of conference which parts are hereafter to be modified by the Presbytery in specified in the report of said special committee.










James Weatherby










Moderator of Synod

Holly Springs

Oct. 31, 1846

� Stung by the charges of high church Episcopalians who claimed that Presbyterian orders were invalid, the Presbyterian Form of Government offered the view that the offices of bishop and presbyter were synonym�ous. Chapter IV, “Of Bishops or Pastors,” stated that “The pastoral office is the first in the church, both for dignity and usefulness. The person who fills this office, hath, in Scripture obtained different names expres�sive of his various duties. As he has the oversight of the flock of Christ he is termed bishop. As he feeds them with spiritual food, he is termed pastor. As he serves Christ in his church, he is termed minister. As it is his duty to be grave and prudent, and an example of the flock, and to govern well in the house and king�dom of Christ, he is termed presbyter or elder….” At the word bishop a footnote occurs, that “As the office and character of the gospel minister is particularly and fully described in the Holy Scriptures, under the title of bishop; and as this term is peculiarly expressive of his duty as an overseer of the flock, it ought not to be rejected.”


� At the same meeting in which the Tombeckbee Presbytery was realigned into the Synod of Mississippi, two changes in its boundaries were enacted by the Synod, meeting at Oakland College. First, the counties of Tippah, Tishomingo, Itawamba, and Pontotoc were taken from Tombeckbee and attached to the Presbytery of Holly Springs (later called Chickasaw Presbytery), and further, the boundary of Tombeckbee was changed, so as to include the whole of Jasper and Clarke Counties in the southern part of the state. Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 28, 1842).


� This congregation located east of Columbus on the Alabama-Mississippi line had languished because of its isolated location and the movement of planters out of the area. It eventually aligned with the Cumber�land Presbyterian denomination and still worships in that affiliation to-day.


� This congregation was located at the southern reach of the presbytery, near the congregation called Mont�rose in neighboring Jasper County, at which the Rev’d John N. Waddel operated an academy.


� John Newton Waddel, D.D., LL.D. (1812-1895) was a native of Willington, S. C., the eldest son of the Rev’d Moses Waddel, who conducted a famous academy that educated many of the settlers who came to North Mississippi. He was licensed September 15, 1841 in Mississippi Presbytery, and served the Hermon Church in Smith County (1842), after which he transferred to Tombeckbee Presbytery and was stated supply at Montrose and Mount Moriah, Newton County, (1841-1848), also conducting a school which educated several of the presbytery’s candidates for the ministry, Montrose Academy. Waddel moved to Ox�ford (1849-1857), to serve the nascent University of Mississippi, as well as minister in the Oxford Church. Later he taught in the Presbyterian Synodical College at LaGrange, Tennessee (1857-1861). He was a mov�ing spirit in the formation of the Confederacy, as well as the secession of the southern Presby�teries to form the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate States. During the war he served as a chaplain for the Confed�erate army. After peace was restored, he was chancellor of the University of Mississippi (1865-1874), then chancellor of Southwestern Presbyterian University (1879-1888). John N. Waddel, Memorials of Academic Life: Being an Historical Sketch of the Waddel Family, Identified Through Three Generations with the Hist�ory of the Higher Education in the South and Southwest (Richmond: Presbyterian Committee on Pub�li�cation, 1891).


� The congregation at Mayhew moved from the site of the earlier Choctaw mission seven miles west to the village of Starkville. Several years later (1848), a church was re-organized in the Mayhew neighborhood in the northeastern corner of Oktibbeha County. 


� The Synod of Mississippi, along with the Synod of Alabama in 1846, purchased a self-educated black slave preacher, Harrison W. Ellis, licensed and ordained by the Presbytery of Tuscaloosa, and his family, for $2,500, to be sent as missionaries to Liberia. Ernest Trice Thompson, Presbyterians in the South, 1607-1972, 3 vols. (Richmond: John Knox, 1963, 1973): 1:442-43. By contrast, a few Presbyterian congregations held slaves for investment purposes, using the income from their labor to pay the salary of the pastor.


� Oakland College, located among the sweeping green hills of Claiborne County, was incorporated Dec�ember 3, 1830, by the Rev’d Jeremiah Chamberlain, D.D., a Presbyterian from Pennsylvania and former president of Centre College in Kentucky. In the winter of 1831, the college received a charter from the state of Mississippi and two years later conferred its first degree, believed to have been the first Bach�elor of Arts granted by a male college south of the Tennessee River. This first graduate was James M. Smylie, son of the Rev’d James Smylie. For a time Oakland College was owned by the Presbytery of Mis�sissippi, after which it was transferred to the synod. In the 1850s, the college possessed a large main build�ing which in�cluded a chapel, residences for the president and professors, thirty cottages for students, two halls for liter�ary societies, and a library of four thousand books. The college prospered until Chamber�lain was as�sas�sinated September 5, 1851, outside his home by a disgruntled supporter of slavery, after he had deliv�ered a sermon which the assassin believed to have been slaveholding in the college chapel. The college was closed after the firing upon Fort Sum�ter, and, following the Civil War, it was sold due to debt. In 1872, the state purchased it for a school for the freed slaves, naming it for Mississippi’s Reconstruction governor, James L. Alcorn, who signed the bill chartering the institution. “Jeremiah Chamberlain, D.D.,” Annals of the American Pulpit, Presby�terians, vol. 4 (New York: Robert Carter, 1858): 590–95; C. W. Grafton, “History of Pres�by�terianism in Missis�sippi” (unpub�lished manuscript, 1927): 328-88; Mrs Samuel H. Newell Jr., “Dr. Jeremiah Cham�berlain and Oakland College,” Journal of Mississippi History 20 (1958): 129–39.


� It would have been considered bad form in the extreme for a Baptist or Methodist preacher of the early nineteenth century to read his sermon from a manuscript (given that few were trained to prepare a discourse in literary style and that the emphasis in their churches was upon preaching ex tempore—this being seen as a sign of spirituality), but no Presbyterian was long allowed to indulge in “harangues,” however pious, for Presbyterians above all things valued prepared sermons by an educated ministry. In this period, the disting�uishing characteristic of Presbyterian sermons was not that they were long, but that they were prepared. Indeed, the ability to organize a discourse, making use of the original languages was, to Presbyterians, the sign that the Spirit had called a preacher, whereas for some of the other churches, the sign of the “Spirit’s leading” was sought in the frenzy of spontaneity and in disregard of classical learning. Emotion versus rea�son was a dividing characteristic of preachers, but it must not be thought that Presbyterian sermons were with�out the former. It was the judicious combination of the two that gave pioneer Presbyterian homiletic discourse its power to shape the lives and thought of many thousands beyond those who actually joined Presbyterian churches. While Presbyterians did not despise the animated delivery of a sermon, they seldom shouted or engaged in wild gyrations of their more evangelistic brethren. Frowns were occasioned by the dull reading of a manuscript. Though records of a conference of missionaries to the Choctaw and Chicka�saw nations at Eliot, Mississippi, in 1828, refer to the reading of a manuscript sermon in preparation for communion, typical Presbyterian practice was to carefully write out a sermon, memorize it, and then preach it verbatim. A few relied on the help of an outline or notes, though the “best” preachers were said not to need these. Robert Milton Winter, Shadow of a Mighty Rock: A Social and Cultural History of Presby�te�r�ianism in Marshall County, Mississippi (Franklin, Tenn.: Providence House Publishers, 1997): 14.


� According to the Directory for Worship (XV:iii, iv), “Family worship, which ought to be performed by every family, ordinarily morning and evening, consists in prayer, reading the scriptures and singing praises. The head of the family, who is to lead in this service, ought to be careful that all the members of the house�hold duly attend; and that none withdraw themselves unnecessarily from any part of family worship; and that all refrain from their common business while the Scriptures are read, and gravely attend to the same, no less than when prayer or praise is offered up.” Moreover, as a church officer, the individual in question was subject to the admonition of the Larger Catechism (Q. 118), which declared that “The charge of keep�ing the Sabbath is more specifically directed to governors of families and other superiors, because they are bound not only to keep it themselves, but to see that it be observed by all those that are under their charge; and because they are prone oft-times to hinder them by employments of their own.


� This section states that “In order, as far as possible, to procure a respectable and full delegation to all our judicatories, it is proper that the expenses of the ministers and elders in their attendance on these judicator�ies, be defrayed by the bodies which they respectively represent.”


� Presbyterians supported the South’s religious press more liberally than any other communion. While Bap�tists had established the first religious periodical in the South (1802), other groups soon followed. The first Presbyterian publication in the South was the Virginia Religious Magazine, established in 1804, which quickly came to the forefront of religious journalism. In time, the Presbyterian Church came to have the largest number of religious papers in pro-portion to the size of its membership, as well as the greatest num�ber of subscribers. Presbyterians in Mississippi were tardy publishing their own newspaper, but on March 1, 1854, the first issue of the True Witness was published at Jackson, Mississippi, by the Rev’d Richmond McInnis, D.D., editor. Henry Smith Stroupe, The Religious Press in the South Atlantic States, 1802–1865 (Dur�ham: Duke University Press, 1956): 27; Presbyterians in the South, 1:452–53.


� It will be remembered that it was not until 1861 that a Federal system of currency was instituted and that in earlier times states and state banks printed currency which were valued at different rates over against one another. The result was highly confusing.


� The immigration of large numbers of Irish and German Catholics to the U. S. in the period from 1830-1860 made differences between Catholics and Protestants an important ecclesiastical as well as political is�sue. The failed liberal revolutions of 1848 in Europe were charged against Pope Pius IX, who was re�garded as an opponent of liberty. American Presbyterians were among those who were susceptible to fears that this massive immigration inspired. Of course, the center of interest and activity lay far to the north of the Chick�asaw Presbytery in Mississippi. Still, agents of the American Protestant Society found a ready hearing in the rural South. In 1845 the opposition to Catholicism and European Catholic immigration gave rise to a nativist American political movement called the Native American Party, nicknamed by its critics the Know-Nothing Party. The name derived from an answer that participants in the semi-secret organiza�tion were supposed to give questioners from the outside, “I know nothing.” The governing bodies of the Pres�byterian Church having recently called into question the validity of Roman Catholic baptism, the prej�udice was covered by a con�cern for “a spirit of prayer” and the ‘personal conversion” of the Roman Cath�olic pop�ulation.


� To wit, “When a member shall be dismissed from one church, with a view to his joining another, if he commit an offence previous to his joining the latter, he shall be considered as under the jurisdiction of the church whish dismissed him, and amenable to it, up to the time when he actually becomes connected with that to which he was dismissed and recommended….If, however, either a minister, or a private member, shall be charged with a crime which appears to have been committed during the interval between the date of his dismission, and his actually joining the new body, but which did not come to light until after he had joined the new body, that body shall be empowered and bound to conduct the process against him” (Chap�ter X, Sections i and iii).


� The issue of the number of ministers required for a proper quorum in a session of Presbytery was shortly thereafter the sub�ject of a General Assembly ruling.


� Inadequate ministerial support was an ongoing problem in the region and the idea of requiring churches to publicly report what they had done for the support of the ministry in their midst was but one of several strat�e�gies de�signed to address it.


� Presbyteries of the era did not hesitate to use authoritative language in deploying their ministerial per�son�nel particularly with regard to the supply of vacant churches.


� Several important church polity discussions arose after the division of 1837-1838, involving the status of elders in the Old School Presbyterian Church. A question about the ordination of ministers  arose in the Synod of Kentucky, shortly after the division. Until that time it had been Presbyterian custom for ministers only to take part in the ordination of ministers. But several Kentucky presbyteries began to permit elders to participate in the ordination service. The practice was defended by the Rev’d Robert J. Breckinridge in his Baltimore Literary and Religious Magazine and debated further in the Protestant and Herald, published at Louisville. The matter came before the General Assembly (1843) which resolved that “neither the Con�stitution nor the practice of our Church authorizes Ruling Elders to impose hands in the ordination of min�isters,” involving, as it were, the imparting of a kind of ordination they had not themselves received. But Breckinridge argued that as members of presbytery, elders were entitled to lay on hands in the ordina�tion of ministers. Eventually the Kentucky position carried, especially in the Southern Presbyterian Church. See Presbyterians in the South, 1:516-17.


� This was the General Assembly’s Psalms and Hymns (1843)—the first denominationally-sanctioned hym�nal in American Presbyterianism.


� These discussions arose from the debates across the Old School Church as to the status and duties of the Ruling Elder. The 1843 General Assembly had ruled that, according to the constitution, ruling elders were not essential for a quorum of presbytery. That ruling was contested by the Rev’d Robert J. Breckinridge of Kentucky and the Rev’d James Henley Thornwell of South Carolina, with Breckinridge protesting that “No assembly of the Church, whether it be congregational, classical [i.e., Presbyterian] or Synodical can be regularly, legally or completely constituted without the presence of Ruling Elders as members thereof.” This view would eventually become the established order, particularly in the Southern Presbyterian Church. See Presbyterians in the South, 1:516-18.


� Resolutions of thanks had not earlier appeared in the records of Presbytery, but after this time they would form a staple of presbytery records. In an era when hotels were not available, it is likely that the members of a host congregation (as well as neighbors in sister communions) rendered many courtesies beyond the customary meals served to the members of the court.


� For many years the oldest and loveliest frame church among the Presbyterians of North Mississippi was the house of worship at Bethel Church, in rural Lowndes County south of Columbus, erected in 1844-1845. See E. T. Baird, Historical Sketch of the Bethel Presbyterian Church, Lowndes County, Miss., Prepared for the Semi-Cen�ten�nial Celebration, June 21, 1884 (Columbus, Miss., Published by the Bethel Church, Craw�ford, Miss., 1885). Erected in 1844-1845, it was remarkable for its resemblance to Presbyterian Churches in South Caro�lina. The building was char�ac�terized by its ele�gant Greek Revival styling, including a recessed porch with two Doric columns between pilasters, and a servants’ gallery reached by exterior doors on either side of the main entrances. Inside were hand-wrought pews which were originally fitted with doors to the aisles. The most impressive feature was the walnut paneled gallery front. See R. Milton Winter, “Thy Dwellings Fair”: Churches of Saint Andrew Presbytery (Lafayette, Calif.: Thomas-Berryhill Press, 2000): 9. The church was selected as one of Missis�sippi’s outstanding religious structures in Marilyn J. Chiat, Amer�ica’s Religious Architecture: Sacred Places for Every Community (New York: John Wiley & Sons-Preservation Press, 1997): 285. The church was destroyed by a tornado in November 2002. Artifacts from the building are preserved at the First Pres�by�terian Church in Columbus. The Rev’d E. T. Baird, D.D., was pastor of the congregation from 1856 to 1860.


� No doubt this was a sarcastic reference to the commonly used clerk’s phrase stating that “The meeting was opened and closed with prayer.”


� The doctrinal sermons of the Presbytery were often devoted to the various heads of the canons put forth by the Synod of Dordt (1618), to counter the teaching of Reformed theologian Jacobus Arminius (c. 1559-1609), popularly called in later times “the five points of Calvinism.” These were popularly summarized under the heading of the TULIP, that is, “Total Depravity,” “Unconditional Election,” “Limited Atone�ment,” “Irresistible Grace,” and the “Perseverance of the Saints.” While not seen as the sum of Presbyterian theology these ideas were nonetheless useful in the polemics exchanged with other evangelical denomi�na�tions.


� In spite of their disagreements, Old and New School Presbyterians recognized each other as true churches, and sessions of local Old School congregations routinely honored letters of transfer granted by New School churches.


� Samuel P. Helme received his theological education at Princeton. He resided in Noxubee County and taught a private school. He served Bethel Church near Columbus (1843). In 1846 he was dismissed to the Presbytery of Mississippi where he was a missionary to the slaves. In 1849 he removed to western Louisi�ana where he was a domestic missionary. He was a member of the Presbytery of Red River when he died June 11, 1882. E. T. Baird, 10.


� Twenty-first century Presbyterians may be surprised to learn that members of their communion once prayed for revivals, as did Methodists and Baptists. This was because, as Robert Baird, the nineteenth-century historian of religion in America has remarked, revivals had become “a constituent part of the religious system of the country.” Baird noted that there was a diversity of opinion as to the proper means of conducting them but stressed that revivals had “the entire confidence of the great body of evangelical [that is, non-Roman Catholic, Quaker, or Unitarian] Christians” throughout the country. Even soberly conserva�tive and ritually precise Episcopalians were known to engage in revivalistic preaching. As Harvard scholar Perry Miller has put it, “for the mass of American democracy, the decades after 1800 were a continuing, even though intermittent revival.” Revivalism was the manner of energizing the life and perpetuating the membership of Protestant churches. Presbyterians were scrupulous to see that dignity characterized their evangelistic services, so that any religious conviction which might arise would be from the Holy Spirit and not the result of passing emotion. A pastoral letter issued by the General Assembly in 1832 warned minis�ters and church members against “undue excitement,” “bodily agitations and noisy outcries,” and “every species of indecorum” in worship and urged against hearing “self-sent or irregular preachers” or preaching inconsistent with the church’s doctrinal standards. In 1849, the Assembly urged the church to seek a “pure revival” of religion, not by adopting “new expedients,” but by utilizing the proper means indicated in the Bible: prayer, fasting, alms-giving, and religious conversation. Robert Baird, Religion in America; or, An Account of the Origin, Progress, Relation to the State, and Present Condition of the Evangelical Churches in the United States. With Notices of the Unevangelical Denominations (New York: Harper & Bros., 1844): 202; Perry Miller, The Life of the Mind in America from the Revolution to the Civil War (New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1965): 7; Presbyterians in the South, 1:221–22; 233; Anne C. Love�land, “Pres�by�terians and Revivalism in the Old South,” Journal of Presbyterian History 57 (Spring 1979): 36–49.


� Reid’s name had been stricken in April 1841 on the report that he had joined the New School. The pres�bytery had acted apart from the rules of the Form of Government which at that time made no provision for removal of a minister’s name from the roll apart from ecclesiastical trial and conviction on the grounds of having renounced the jurisdiction of the church.


� This was the founder of the Independent Presbyterian Church of South Carolina.


� This was the congregation west of Ackerman, Miss., in later times known as Old Lebanon.


� This request was granted by the Synod at its1844 sessions at Oakland College, as follows, “that the whole of Choctaw County, now lying within the bounds of Clinton Presbytery, be detached from said Presbytery, and attached to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee.” Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 25, 1844).


� The New Orleans Protestant, begun about 1844, was published under the supervision of the session of that city’s First Presbyterian Church.


� This congregation was dissolved in 1859 and its members directed to the Okolona Church.


� Mitchell Peden was born in Spartanburg, South Carolina, August 2, 1809. He attended Columbia Sem�i�nary in 1838 and was licensed and ordained by Harmony Presbytery (1838). He was minister of Bethel near Columbus (1846-1850); and also served the Lebanon and Bethsalem Churches. He died August 31, 1868. Records of Tombeckbee Presbytery (Sept�em�ber 26, 1868). E. T. Baird, 11; E. C. Stott, Min�is��terial Direc�tory of the Presbyter�ian Church, U. S., 1861-1941 (Austin, Tex.: Von Boeck�mann-Jones, 1942): 564. (In�for�mation given in the Min��is�terial Direc�tory occas�ionally differs in detail from the minutes of governing bodies. No effort is made at this remove to harmo�nize dis�crepancies, and it should be re�mem�bered that the records of governing bodies are considered the official records of the church.)


� In 1856, Pikeville Church’s name was changed to Fairview. An 1861 church list indicates that the church was served through a post office named Buena Vista—a community that is to-day located several miles east of Houston, Miss.


� This was perhaps the most controversial of the Canons of Dordt, represented as “Limited” or “Particular” atonement, namely that Christ’s atoning death was intended only for the elect.


� By this action the Presbytery was seeking to bring about a more particular ordering of its operations under the responsibility vested in its membership “to form or receive new congregations, and in general to order whatever pertains to the spiritual welfare of the churches under their care” (Chapter X, section viii).


� Along with New School and Cumberland Presbyterians, Associate Reformed Presbyterians were active in Mississippi during this period. Whereas the largest proportion of this communion were to be found in the Carolinas, members of the Associate Reformed Synod early settled in and around Union County, Missis�sippi, where a number of flourishing congregations were established. The most cordial relations prevailed between the Associate Reformed Synod and the Presbyterian General Assembly. See Robert Lathan, His�t�ory of the Associate Reformed Synod of the South (Harrisburg, Pa: Pub. for the author, 1882); Centennial History of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, 1803–1903 (Charleston: Walker, Evans & Cogs�well, 1905); Ray A. King, A History of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (Char�lotte: Board of Christian Education of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, 1967).


� The Presbyterian Church’s Form of Government at that time made no provision for the deletion of a mem��ber’s name from the church roll for any cause other than death, transfer to another congregation, or trial and conviction for a censurable offense. In a celebrated case that took place at about this time, Harvey Wash�ington Walter, a member of the Holly Springs Presbyterian Church, while requesting the session to try him for the self-confessed sin of dancing, baited the elders to convict him, so as to make his protest against what he regarded as the church’s overly strict position in condemning what he regarded as a wholesome and pleasurable recreation. He was accordingly tried, convicted, and excommunicated from the church at Holly Springs in 1844. Walter was subsequently confirmed in the Episcopal Church. See Shadow of a Mighty Rock, 88-91.


� Martin’s case is reminiscent of a celebrated case adjudicated in 1832, involving the Rev’d Theo�dore Clapp (1792-1866), pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in New Orleans, who was deposed for heresy, and subse�quently founded the First Unitarian Church in that city. The Clapp trial received wide publicity. See A Report of the Trial of the Rev. Theodore Clapp Before the Mississippi Presbytery at Their Session May and December 1832 (New Orleans: Hotch�kiss, 1833); John Duffy, ed., Parson Clapp of the Strangers’ Church of New Orleans (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1957); John Allen Maculay, Unitarianism in the Antebellum South (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2001). Unlike Clapp, Martin eventually recanted his heresies and once again took his place among the ministers of Tombeckbee Presbytery.


� Here is but one of many examples of Mississippi congregations that were assisted in the construction of their church buildings by grants from the denominational Board of Missions in Philadelphia.


� This is the first instance in the records of Tombeckbee Presbytery of arrangements for the housing of a minister.


� The mixture of metaphors no doubt represents a bit of literary excess. The passage quoted, Matthew 9:37-38, states, “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray there�fore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.’”


� The Presbyterian denominational Board of Church Extension made grants of financial assistance to sev�eral congregations in erecting houses of worship, including Bethany, Bethel Green, Carolina, Houston, Lebanon, Louisville, Montrose, and Paulding.


� In some ways the presbytery organized itself as a mutual improvement society. The idea was to offer one another helpful critique. No doubt the members of the public who attended also found the critical exercise instructive, as it illustrated a basic Calvinistic conviction that no person was above correction.


� The 1835 General Assembly had declared the papacy apostate from Christ, and no true Church. There�fore, the 1845 Assembly reasoned that the sacraments and ordinances of that communion were invalid. See Samuel J. Baird, A Collection of the Acts, Deliverances, and Testimonies of the Supreme Judicatory of the Presbyterian Church, from its Origin in America to the Present Time… (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication, 1855): 103-105. For its part the presbytery acted to disapprove “Camp�bellite” baptism. Both critiques had to do with the ex opere operato aspect ascribed to the sacrament by these two otherwise very different com��munions. Hereafter cited as Baird’s Collection. E. T. Thompson records that “There is no indication that any ‘Campbellite’ seeking admission into the Presbyterian Church was ever required to be re-baptized. Presbyterians were not so rigid as their formal declarations sometimes suggest.” Presbyterians in the South, 2:433.


� Edmund Anderson, born February 20, 1816, in Pickens County, Alabama, was a peripatetic home-mis�sions pastor. He attended Franklin College (later the University of Georgia), and Columbia Theological Seminary, and was licensed in April 184 by the Presbytery of South Carolina. He was ordained an evan�gelist by Tombeckbee Presbytery, and later served churches in Alabama, North Carolina, and South Mis�sissippi. He died September 18, 1885.


� Under the rules in force during this period, when congregations united in the call of a minister, to main�tain the parity of ministers and elders in pres�bytery, they were allowed to send a single elder between them to meetings of the presbytery.


� The Presbytery of Amite had been set off from the Presbytery of Mississippi in 1834. Two years later its name was changed to Louisiana. Grafton, 111.


� The memorials which follow give some indication of the effusive language which characterized the speech�making in presbytery meetings of this era. The lengthy character of these productions show perhaps why meetings of the presbytery regularly consumed three or four days. The presbytery readily arose to de�fend the wounded feelings of its leading member, the Rev’d Dr James A. Lyon of the Columbus Church.


� Dr William Scott, of Tuscaloosa, Alabama had become pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in New Orleans, and in 1844 became involved in a curious episode, in which he was accused of saying that he had seen Henry Clay, a candidate for the presidency of the United States, “playing cards on the Sabbath” on a Mississippi River steamboat, and then, later, denying that he had made the accusation. The Presbytery of New Orleans found itself overwhelmed in trying to adjudicate such a controversial matter and appealed to the Synod of Mississippi (of which the Louisiana churches were then part) for help. Dr Lyon happened to have been a passenger on the same riverboat, hence his involvement in the case. See Penrose St Amant, A History of the Presbyterian Church in Louisiana (Richmond, Va.: Whittet & Shepperson, 1961), 82-83.


� That is, the stagecoach.


� Though by the account of Matthew Arnold, “Presbyterianism is born to division as the sparks fly up�ward,” there were Presbyterians who thought deeply upon the subject of Christian unity and a few, such as Dr. Lyon of Columbus, who took definite action to bring about greater unity among the visible church. See R. Milton Winter, “James A. Lyon: Southern Presbyterian Apostle of Progress,” Journal of Presby�terian History 60 (Winter 1982): 314-35.


� Communion services in early Presbyterianism were complex occasions involving preparatory services before, along with the examination of prospective communicants, and thanksgiving services after. Ac�cord�ingly it was not unusual for a pastor to invite a neighboring minister or two to assist with these respon�si�bilities. Communions being infrequent—usually no more than once or twice yearly in rural places, the infringement on a minister’s time was not excessive. Gradually quarterly communions replaced the elab�or�ate communion seasons, but as late as 1869 the Holly Springs Presbyterian congregation hosted a multi-ser�vice communion occasion with visiting members assisting in the solemnities. The occasion was held in con�nection with the dedication of its new church building. 


� Narratives on the state of religion quickly fell into a predictable form, making use of a literary device known as a jeremiad, that is, a mournful and self-effacing lament, based on the preaching style of the pro�phet Jeremiah.


� The prosperous Choctaw Indian planter, Greenwood LeFlore (1800-1865), em�ployed a minister to preach to his four hundred slaves in Carroll County, Mississippi each Sunday. Several Presbyterian ministers labored as chaplains to the slaves on the plantations of South Mississippi. (One was the Rev’d Wil�liam C. Blair, who had worked at the Chickasaw Mission in Marshall County.)


� The conference—designed to enable the members of Presbytery to encourage one another in their prac�ti�cal duties—was usually set for the last day of the meeting and, as here, was sometimes not conducted, due to the necessity of more pressing matters.


� In its 1845 meeting at Columbus, the Synod had unanimously resolved “That in the view of this Synod great injustice has been done the Rev. Dr. Scott and Rev. J. A. Lyon, by the publication and circulation of anonymous pamphlets, previous to, and during the present sessions of this body; we view those publica�tions as un-Presbyterian, and tending to prejudice the public and members of Synod against gentlemen who had no means of defence against such attack, but a resort to the same very unjustifiable measures.” Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 24, 1845).


� Dr William Scott, whose ecclesiastical trial had occasioned this remonstrance, was eventually cleared of the various charges lodged against him, and continued for some years thereafter in his service as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in New Orleans.


� At its 1846 sessions in Holly Springs, the Synod resolved “That it be, and hereby is, recommended to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, with the full consent of all the members of said body not in Synod, to withdraw their memorial and complaint against the Presbytery of Louisiana,” and that “it be, and hereby is, recom�mended to the Presbytery of Louisiana, with the full consent of all the members of said body now in Synod, to alter their minutes, adopted in Alexandria in March last, in reference to the testimony of the Rev. James A. Lyon, in the case of the Rev. Dr. Scott, as to strike out the reason assigned for the regret expressed in said minutes. Minutes of the Synod of Mississippi (October 31, 1846).


� Neglect of public worship was considered a sin. The Westminster Confession declared that “God is to be worshiped “more solemnly in…public assemblies, which are not carelessly or willfully to be neglected or forsaken, when God, by his word, or providence, calleth thereunto.” (Chapter XXI, section vi).  Moreover, most Presby�terians, unlike Congregationalists in New England and even many Episcopalians, generally went received the holy sacrament whenever it was offered. The Larger Catechism stressed that only “such as are found ignorant or scandalous, notwithstanding their profession of the faith…may and ought to be kept from that sacrament by the power which Christ hath left in his church, until they receive instruction, and manifest their reformation” (Q. 173). Otherwise, to habitually refuse to commune was to neglect one of the church’s most important “means of salvation, and offers of grace by Christ, to all members of it, testi�fying that whosoever believes in him shall be saved, and excluding none that will come unto him” (Q. 63).


� The Rev’d Archibald McQueen had appealed a decision of the Presbytery of Fayetteville in North Caro�lina, by which he had been suspended from the ministry, based on declarations in the Levitical code, for mar�rying the sister of his deceased wife. (The 1845 General Assembly recommended that Mr McQueen, hav�ing been punished by suspension from his office for a period of three years, be restored to his ministry, which was done.) See Baird’s Collection, 194.


� In his book of reminiscences as a progressive pastor in a small Mississippi parish James O. Chatham re�flects on stories concerning a predecessor the Rev’d C. W. Grafton, who had served the tiny congrega�tion at Union Church, Miss., for half a century. Citing the Fourth Commandment’s prohibition against requiring ox or ass to labor on the Sabbath Day, Grafton had served a rural chapel annexed to his principal congrega�tion by departing Union Church on Saturday and returning home on Monday—spending two nights away and leaving his own pulpit vacant one Sunday a month in order to minister to the chapel which was located just a few miles away. However, once he obtained an automobile, Grafton would drive to and from the chapel on Sunday, as the scripture did not prohibit a machine from performing labor. Sundays Down South: A Pastor’s Stories (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1999): 82, 89-90.


� The denomination’s official name was the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America (Old School).


� In 1847 four presbyteries—those of the Western District, Chickasaw, Arkansas, and Indian Nation—but not the Presbytery of Tombeckbee were set off from the Synod of Mississippi to form the Synod of Mem�phis.


� Given the value of money in that era, this was a very steep cost indeed!





