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Starkville, Mississippi








April 14th, 1859

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met, according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon, by the Moderator, the Rev. J. N. Carothers, from Colossians 4:17—“Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfill it.” After which, Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called, and the following members were present, viz:

Rev. James A. Lyon, D.D.

Elder W. J. Dearing from Friendship.

Rev. E. T. Baird.


Elder B. Barry from Columbus.

Rev. M. Peden.


Elder D. Love from Bethel.

Rev. S. R. Frierson


Elder W. B. Cavanah from Mt. Zion.

Rev. J. N. Carothers


Elder A. M. Carothers, Starkville and Mayhew.

Rev. R. S. Gladney


Elder G. P. Baskin, Fairview.

Rev. J. Bardwell


Elder R. T. Tate, Poplar Creek.

Ministers Absent.


Churches not Represented

Rev. J. Rosamond.


Hamilton.

Houston.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth.


Beersheba.

Unity.

Rev. A. M. Mooney.


Bethsalem.

Macon.






Centre Point.

Union.






Bethany.

Louisville.






Aberdeen.

Olney.






Nazareth.

Tallabenela.






Lebanon.

[8]
Organization

The Rev. Joseph Bardwell was elected Moderator, and the Rev. Messrs. R. S. Gladney and J. N. Carothers, Clerks.

The minutes of the last meeting were read, and approved. The Standing Rules were also read.




Presbytery took a recess till after public worship this afternoon.

New Members

After recess, Elder James H. Love from Lebanon Church, appeared & gave reasons of tardiness, which were sustained. Rev. David Presley of the Associate Reformed Church, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Excuses for Absence

The Rev. Dr. Lyon rendered reasons of absence from our last meeting, which were sus​tained. The reasons of Fairview, Friendship, Bethel, Macon, and Centre Point Churches, for not being represented at our last meeting were sustained; and the Columbus Church was excused.

Committees
The Moderator announced the Standing Committees, as follows, viz:

On Supplies—Peden, D. Love, and Barry.

Devotional Exercises—Messrs. Frierson, Dr. Carothers, and Cavanah.

Bills & Overtures—Messrs. Lyon, Presley, and Baskin.

Judicial Committee—Messrs. Peden, Barry, & Baskin.

Narrative—Messrs. J. N. Carothers, Dearing, & Tate.

Systematic Benevolence—Messrs. Frierson, Tate, and Dr. Carothers.

Donation of $100. (See Vol. 6, p. 64; also p. 45.)

The Rev. Dr. Lyon presented to Presbytery, the sum of $100, a donation from the gentle​man who made like donations at the last three spring meetings, to be appropriated to the education of any candidate for the ministry living within the bounds of this Presby​tery
[9]

whom the Presbytery may designate. On motion, this sum was put into the hands of the Agent of our Education Fund, to be held subject to the order of this body, as it may be needed for the purposes contemplated by the donor.

Com. ad Interim
The Committee ad Interim reported that no business had claimed their attention, since our last meeting. On motion, the same committee was appointed for the coming year, viz: Rev. Messrs Lyon and Baird, and Elder R. Barry.

Mr. Cyrus Harrington Dismissed (See p. 28.)

A letter was received from Mr. Cyrus Harrington, our probationer, stating that he had ob​tained a field of labor, within the bounds of the Presbytery of Red River, and request​ing a letter of dismission and recommendation to the care of that body. On motion, this request was granted, and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish him the proper testi​monials.

Commissioners to Gen. Ass. (See p. 26.)

The Rev. James A. Lyon, D.D., and Elder John Collins were elected our Commissioners to the General Assembly; and Rev. M. Peden and Elder Wm. H. Simpson, their alter​nates.

Order of Day

It was made the order of the day for 10 o’clock to-morrow morning, to receive and refer the Sessional Records.

New Record Book (See p. 25.)
The Stated Clerk reported to Presbytery that the VIth volume of Records was full. On motion, the Stated Clerk was directed to procure another volume and to draw on the Treas​urer for the expense.

Com. on Hist. of Presbytery (See Vol. 6, p. 27; see pp. 23, 35.)

The Rev. Joseph Bardwell was appointed Chairman of the Committee, appointed some​time since,

[10]

to prepare a history of this Presbytery to fill the vacancy in that Committee occasioned by the death of the Rev. John M. Morrow, our former Stated Clerk.

Orders of Day

It was made the second order of the day for tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock to receive the statistical reports. The same hour was appointed for the Free Conversation on the State of Religion, and Inquiry on the subject of Systematic Benevolence.

Motion to Reconsider Vote on Demission (See Vol. 6, p. 90, also p. 14.)

Rev. M. Peden made a motion to reconsider the action of this Presbytery at its last meet​ing, on the question of the demission of the exercise of the ministerial office; pend​ing which, Presbytery adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 








8 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Orders of Day

It was made the 3rd order of the day for 10 o’clock to hear applications for supplies, and to receive the Commissioners’ Fund, the Contingent Fund of Presbytery, etc. 

The supply of the pulpit of our Commissioner to the General Assembly was referred to the Committee on Supplies.
Cor. Member

The Rev. Mr. Sellers of the Baptist Church, being present, was invited to sit as a Cor​res​ponding Member.

Supplies Report
Ministers appointed to visit vacant churches were called on and reported compliance in every instance where it was practicable.

Com. on Bethany Church Report (Vol. 6, p. 80; see p. 25.)

The Rev. J. N. Carothers, from the Committee to visit Bethany Church, reported pro​gress. The

[11]

report was approved; and the Committee continued.

Com. on Minutes of Synod Appointed—Standing Rule

On motion of Rev. E. T. Baird, it was made a standing rule of Presbytery, to appoint, at our spring meeting, a Committee to examine the Minutes of Synod, and to report such items as may require the action of Presbytery. Whereupon Messrs. Baird, Dr. Carothers, and J. H. Love were appointed a Committee to examine the minutes of our last Synod.

Our Candidates to Report their Attendance at College, etc.

(See Vol. 6, pp. 82-83; also p. 25.)

On motion of Rev. J. N. Carothers, the Stated Clerk was directed to write to the Faculty of LaGrange College, and also to our candidates, requesting them to make report, at least semi-annually of their attendance and progress in study; and on receiving these reports that the Stated Clerk be authorized to draw on the special Agent of our Education Fund for money to meet their scholarships.

New Mem.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth appeared, and gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Change of our Presbyterial Boundaries

The Committee on the minutes of Synod reported that they found a resolution of Synod making a change in our boundaries, which minute was directed to be recorded, and is as follows: “The Committee to whom was referred the communication of East Mississippi Presbytery in regard to a petition of several of its churches asking Synod to change the boundary between that Presbytery and Tombeckbee would recommend that the boundary line begin at the southwest corner of Neshoba County, and run east on the line of its Southern

[12]

boundary to the Southwest corner of Kemper County, thence north on west boundary of Kemper to township line 10, thence east to range 15, thence north to the line of Noxubee County. And further, that the churches Pleasant Springs, Smyrna, Philadelphia and Caro​lina be transferred from East Mississippi to Tombeckbee Presbytery.” On motion these churches were directed to be enrolled. 
Alexander McKay from Carolina Church, Ruling Elder appeared, and took his seat.




          Presbytery took a recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.

Place of Next Meeting

After recess, Presbytery proceeded to choose a place for the next regular meeting, where​upon the Church at Macon was appointed the place.

Next Presbyterial Sermon (See p. 35.)

The Rev. M. Peden was appointed to preach the next Presbyterial Sermon, on “Pres​by​terian Church Government.”
Leave of Absence

Rev. E. T. Baird obtained leave of absence until after divine service this afternoon.

Committees on Sessional Records

The hour of 10 having arrived, Presbytery proceeded to the first order of the day, when records of Sessions were called for. The moderator appointed the following committees on records:-

On Records of Aberdeen, Bethel, Beersheba, Bethany, and Bethsalem Churches, Messrs. Lyon, Cavanah and Barry.

On Records of Centre Point, Columbus, Friendship, Fairview, and Houston Churches, Messrs. Frierson, Dr. Carothers, and D. Love.

On Records of Lebanon, Louisville, Macon, Mt. Zion, and Mayhew Churches, Messrs. J. N.

[13]

Carothers, Dearing, and Baskin.

On Records of Nazareth, Olney, Poplar Creek, and Union Churches, Messrs. Smyth, J. H. Love, and McKay.

On Records of Starkville, Tallabenela, Hamilton, Unity, Carolina, Smyrna, Philadelphia, and Pleasant Springs Churches, Messrs. Peden, Tate and Barry.

Statistical Reports

The second order of the day was taken up when statistical reports were called for.

Inquiry on Systematic Benevolence

Presbytery then proceeded to an inquiry into the fidelity of ministers and churches on the subject of Systematic Benevolence. The roll was called and the ministers and Elders re​ported on the subject, form which it appeared that the Columbus, Starkville, Bethel, Friendship, Centre Point, Mt. Zion, and perhaps some other churches had adopted some sys​tem of Benevolence—but in other churches no system appeared to be yet adopted.



                 Presbytery took a recess until after divine service this afternoon.

Subject of Dr. Lyon’s Sermon Changed (See p. 17, Also vol. 6, p. 82.)

After recess, on motion of Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, the Rev. J. A. Lyon was allowed to change the subject previously assigned for the Presbyterial Sermon, and to substitute “The Existence and Authority of Conscience,” in lieu of it.

Funds Paid In

The next order of the day, viz: the paying of funds into the hands of the treasurer was taken up and attended to.

New Members

Elder A. M. Dinsmore of the Macon

[14]

Church, and B. F. Smyth, from Louisville Church, appeared, and gave reasons for tardi​ness, which were sustained.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth and Carolina, Smyrna, and Pleasant Springs Chs. (See p. 37.)
The Carolina Church made application for leave to employ the ministerial services of Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, for one fourth of his time, for the ensuing year, promising him $200 salary. This request was granted- and Bro. Smyth asked and obtained permission to labor until the next meeting of presbytery with the Smyrna Church at $300 for one half of his time; and with the Pleasant Springs Church at $150, for one fourth of his time.

Rev. J. H. Alexander and Poplar Creek Ch. (See vol. 6, p. 67.)

Poplar Creek Church asked permission to continue the services of Rev. J. H. Alexander of the Central Presbytery, for the coming year, promising him $175 for one fourth of his time. The request was granted. 

Demission Question (See p. 10.)

The unfinished business of yesterday evening, viz: the motion to reconsider our action on the Demission question, was taken up, and after being discussed at length, the motion was lost, only two members, viz: Rev. M. Peden and Elder B. F. Smyth, voting in the af​fir​mative.




Presbytery took a recess till after Divine Service to-night.

Pastoral Letter Reported (See p. 15, also vol. 6, p. 82.)

After recess, Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D., from the Committee to write a Pastoral Letter to the Churches on the Religious Instruction of our Colored Population, made a report; which was accepted.
Presbytery, then, adjourned until to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning,








8 o’clock.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read and cor​rected.

Pastoral Letter Adopted (See pp. 14, 17, 25.)

The Pastoral Letter was taken up, suggestions were made by different members, and the report was adopted, and referred to the same Committee, with the addition of Rev. James A. Lyon, D.D., S. R. Frierson, and Elder Richard Barry, to prepare it for publication; and when thus prepared by the Committee, it is ordered that it be signed by the Moderator and Clerks, and published to the Churches.

Reports on Sessional Records

The order of the day was taken up, viz: Reports of Sessional Records. The records of the Olney Church were approved, with the exception of the omission of the names of the mem​bers of the Session. The records of Carolina Church were approved, with the excep​tion that they have not been before Presbytery since 1854. The Records of the Houston Church were approved with the following exception, viz: [No exception is listed.]
[16]

The records of Poplar Creek, Bethsalem, Bethel, Fairview, Friendship, Columbus, May​hew, Mount Zion, Lebanon and Macon Churches were approved without exception.

Report of Com. on Systematic Benevolence

The Committee on Systematic Benevolence made a report, which was accepted and adopted, and is as follows, viz: The Committee on Systematic Benevolence would report that they have learned with pleasure that a systematic plan of soliciting the charities of God’s people has been adopted by some of our churches, probably by something like one-third of our churches, the subject is of course, from time to time brought before the people. But it does not appear as yet, that any plan which might be called a system has been adopted. In most of our vacant churches, we regret to say that the duty of giving is too seldom, if ever [indecipherable word], and the opportunity to give but rarely offered; we are glad however to report that wherever a system—any system—has been adopted and faithfully carried out, it has worked greatly to the advantage of the cause, and with increasingly gratifying results. All of which is respectfully submitted.

Rev. A. M. Mooney Dismissed to Presb. of Chickasaw

A letter was received from Rev. A. M. Mooney assigning reasons of absence from this meeting of Presbytery; and asking a dismission from this Presbytery with a recommenda​tion to the Presbytery of Chickasaw. On motion, his reasons of absence were sustained, his request

[17]

was granted, and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish him the proper testimonials.

Statistical Report

The Stated Clerk presented the Statistical Report of Presbytery, which was read and ap​proved, and ordered to be forwarded to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.
Presbyterial Sermon Preached (See p. 13.)

The Presbyterial Sermon was preached by Dr Lyon, in connection with the usual devo​tional services, after which the Moderator delivered an address on the Subject of Sys​tem​atic Benevolence, according to our standing rule and then Presbytery took a recess for one hour.

Presbyterial Conference (See vol. 6, p. 88.)

After recess, Presbytery proceeded to hold the Presbyterial Conference, “on the Disci​pline of the Baptized Children of the Church, its extent and method.” The Essay was read by Rev. M. Peden, when the roll was called, and the members made remarks at con​si​derable length, in the presence of a large and attentive audience. On motion of Dr. Lyon, Brother Peden was requested to publish his essay in the True Witness.

Pastoral Letter to be Printed (See pp. 15, 25.)

On motion of Dr. Lyon, the Pastoral Letter was directed to be printed in pamphlet form, and the sum of $25 was appropriated to defray the expense.

Treasurer’s Report Referred (See p. 19.)

The Treasurer presented his report, which was received and referred to an auditing com​mittee, consisting of Elders Dinsmore & Barry.

Rev. M. Peden and the Bethsalem & Lebanon Chs. (See Vol. 6, p. 67.)
The Bethsalem & Lebanon Churches applied for the ministerial services of Rev. M. Pe​den, for

[18]

the ensuing year, promising him $300 and $220, respectively. These requests were pre​sented.

Mr. Bardwell & the Aberdeen Ch. (Vol. 6, p. 84.)

On motion of Rev. M. Peden, the following preamble and resolution were adopted. Rev. E. T. Baird dissenting, viz: Whereas it now appears to Presbytery that all the facts in re​gard to the case of the dissolution of the Pastoral relation at Aberdeen were not fully laid before us last fall, Therefore, Resolved, That Presbytery now express their appro​bation of the course pursued in that matter by Rev. J. Bardwell, the Pastor.
Next Conference (p. 39.)

“The Scriptural basis, the nature, and extent of Christian union and communion” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Conference, and the Rev. S. R. Frierson was appointed Essayist.

Presbytery took recess, till after divine service to-night.

Narrative to the Gen. Assembly

After recess, On motion, the Free Conversation was dispensed with, and the Narrative to Synod was adopted as our Narrative to the General Assembly with the name of Unity Church being added to those revived.
Com. to Organize Ch. at Okolona (See pp. 22, 23.)

In view of statements made to Presbytery by Rev. J. N. Carothers, on motion a Com​mit​tee consisting of Rev. Messrs. J. N. Carothers, R. S. Gladney and Joseph Bard​well, with Elders W. J. Dearing, and James White was appointed to organize a church at Oko​lona, if the way be found clear. Presbytery, moreover, requested Bro. Carothers to en​deavor to make such arrangements with his churches as will allow him one-fourth of his time to supply this church, if organized;  

[19]

and the Friendship Church was advised, by unanimous vote of Presbytery, either to raise the salary of their Pastor to $500, or to release him one-fourth of his time, in order that he may devote it to Okolona.

Treasurer’s Report (See p. 17.)
The Committee to audit the Treasurer’s report made a report recommending its approval after two slight corrections, leaving balances in the hands of the Treasurer as follows—For Contingent Fund of Assembly $4.60, Presbytery’s Fund $41.25, Commissioners’ Fund $179.39, Church Extension $2, Publication $20.50, Education $38.75, Foreign Missions $18.50, Domestic Missions $25—in all $330. The report was adopted.

Orders to the Treasurer

The Treasurer was directed to pay into the hands of our Commissioners the funds for the Boards—and, also, to pay them money to defray their expenses. He was also directed to pay the Stated Clerk his salary.

Petition to the Bd of Pub. to Prepare a Record Book for Ch. Sessions

On motion of Rev. E. T. Baird, it was Resolved, [“]That this Presbytery does hereby pe​ti​tion the Board of Publication to cause to be prepared and published a book for the use of Ses​sions in keeping their Records, properly ruled and margined, and of convenient size, with a suitable number of pages ruled and headed for the roll of members, the registry of marriages, baptisms, etc. And the Presbytery would, also, suggest that it might be of great advantage to have in it a brief appendix, containing specimen forms for keeping sessional minutes; also, forms of indictment, citation, rendering judgment;

[20]

certificate of dismission, &c, with such remarks and suggestions as might be needful as a guide to inexperienced clerks in discharging their duties.”

Supplies Appointed (See p. 25.)

The Rev. M. Peden, from the Committee on Supplies, made a report, which was amended and adopted, as follows:- To supply the pulpit of our Commissioner, on the third, fourth, and fifth Sabbaths of May, and first Sabbath of June, Messrs. Bardwell, Frierson, Baird and Gladney, respectively. Messrs. Peden & Smyth each to preach one day at Nazareth at discretion; Mr. Peden one day at Louisville; Mr. Smyth one day at Philadelphia; Mr. Bard​well, one day at Olney.

Vote of Thanks

On motion of Elder Wm. B. Cavanah, Resolved, That the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered to the citizens of Starkville and its vicinity, for their kind and hospitable enter​tainment of the members of presbytery during their present sessions, and to the ministers and churches of the place for the use of their houses of worship; and that this resolution be read from the different pulpits in town, on tomorrow.

Adjournment

The minutes were read and corrected and, then, Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Pres​by​terian Church at Macon, on Wednesday evening, before the first full moon in October, at 7 o’clock. Closed with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.





(signed)
Joseph Bardwell, Moderator






J. N. Carothers, Tem. Clerk




Attest:-

E. T. Baird, Stated Clerk.
[21]







Macon, Mississippi







October 5, 1859.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met, according to adjournment, in the Presbyterian Church at 7 o’clock p.m.; and in the absence of the Moderator, was opened with a Sermon by the Rev. J. N. Carothers, the last Moderator present, from Eph. 6:16. After Sermon, Presbytery was constituted by prayer.

Present

    Rev. J. N. Carothers.

Elder Wm. Hanna, of Bethsalem.

    Rev. Mitchell Peden.

Elder R. R. Spann, Centre Point.

    Rev. J. Rosamond.


Elder A. M. Dinsmore, Macon.

    Rev. E. T. Baird.


Elder A. W. Peden, Smyrna.






Elder James Dowdle, Unity.

Absent




Churches not Represented

    Rev. R. S. Gladney.


Aberdeen
Friendship
Mt Zion

    Rev. James A. Lyon.

Bethel

Fairview
Olney

    Rev. S. R. Frierson.


Bethany
Hamilton 
Nazareth

    Rev. O. H. P. Smyth.

Beersheba
Houston
Philadelphia

    Rev. Joseph Bardwell.

Columbus
Lebanon
Poplar Creek






Carolina
Louisville
Tallabenela






Mayhew
Starkville
Union






Pleasant Springs.

On motion, adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at half past 9 o’clock.









              Closed with prayer.
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Thursday morning, 








9 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer.

New Members

Elders T. J. Steen of Friendship, Wm. Gaston of Pleasant Springs, and Scott Thompson of Mt. Zion Church appeared, and gave reasons of tardiness, which were sustained.

The minutes of the last meeting and the standing rules were read.

Cor. Mem.

The Rev. Elisha Calloway, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Excuses

The Rev. J. Rosamond rendered reasons of absence from former meetings, which were sustained. The Pleasant Springs church rendered reasons of not being represented at our last meeting, which were sustained. The Smyrna church, also, rendered reasons, and was excused; and it appearing that the Church had not been represented in Presbytery since 1853, it was resolved, That the attention of that Session be directed to the 9th standing rule of this body.






Presbytery took a recess till 3 o’clock.

New Members

After recess, Rev. R. S. Gladney, James A. Lyon and S. R. Frierson, and Elders Jas W. Ervin of Mayhew & Starkville, B. R. Archibald of Bethany and Wm. T. Baldwin of Col​umbus, appeared and rendered reasons of tardiness, which were sustained.

Okolona Ch. Organized (See p. 18.)
Rev. J. N. Carothers, from the Committee to organize a Church at Okolona, reported that they had organized a Church of 19 members, with 5 Ruling

[23]

Elders and 1 Deacon. The report was received—the action of the Committee approved, and the Church was ordered to be enrolled. Elder W. J. Dearing, for the said Church, appeared and took his seat.

Officers

The Rev. S. R. Frierson was elected Moderator, the Rev. J. N. Carothers was elected Clerk, and Dr. A. M. Carothers was requested to act as Assistant Clerk.

Time of Conference and Sermon Referred

The appointment of the time for holding the Presbyterial Conference, and the delivery of the Presbyterial Sermon, was referred to the Committee on Devotional Exercises.

Rev. J. Bardwell Dismissed to Presb. of Nashville

A letter from Rev. Joseph Bardwell, was received and read, assigning reasons of absence from this meeting, giving an account of his ministerial labors, since our last meeting, re​questing to be released form his duties as Chairman of the Committee to write a history of Presbytery, and asking a dismission to connect himself with the Presbytery of Nash​ville. His reasons of absence were sustained, his request for a dismission was granted, and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish him the proper testimonials. Presbytery, also, express a hearty approval of the report of Bro. Bardwell as to his labors in the ministry gratuitously rendered; he is released from Ch. duties assigned him on the Committee to write a history of Presbytery; and Presbytery do, most cordially reciprocate the affec​tion​ate and fraternal feelings expressed in the letter of Bro. Bardwell on taking leave of this body. He is, moreover, cordially recommended to the affection and confidence of the Pres​bytery of Nash-

[24]

ville, as a Brother beloved in the Lord.

Letters of Bd of Dom. Miss & About Advisory Com. Referred (See p. 36.)

Letters were read from Rev. Dr. W. W. Hill, Corresponding Secretary of the Executive Committee of the Board of Domestic Missions at Louisville, from the Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer, on behalf of the Advisory Committee of the same Board at New Orleans; which papers were referred to a Committee, consisting of Messrs. James A. Lyon, Scott Thomp​son and R. R. Spann.

Letter from Bd of Education (See p. 37.)

A letter was red from the Rev. Drs. Van Rensselaer and Chester, on behalf of the Board of Education which was referred to the Committee on the Minutes of the General As​sembly.

Letter About Church Extension (See p. 37.)

A letter was red, received by Rev. J. N. Caruthers from Rev. H. I. Coe, Corresponding Secretary of the Church Extension Committee, which, together with the applications for aid alluded to in it, was referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures.

Standing Committees

The moderator announced the following Standing Committees:-

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. E. T. Baird, Elders A. M. Dinsmore and R. R. Spann.

Narrative to Synod—Rev. James A. Lyon and Elders W. W. Dearing and T. J. Steen.

Bills and Overtures—Rev. R. S. Gladney & Elders B. R. Archibald and Wm. Hanna.

Judicial Committee—Rev. J. N. Carothers, & Elders T. J. Baldwin and R. Spann.

Supplies—Rev. M. Peden, Elders A. W. Peden and James Dowdle.

Minutes of General Assembly—Rev. E. T. Baird

[25]

and Elder Scott Thompson and James W. Ervin.

On Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund—Rev. J. Rosamond and Elders Wm. Gaston & A. W. Peden.

Supplies Called On (See p. 20.)

Ministers were called on and reported compliance with their appointments to preach to vacant churches, without exception, as far as present.

Report of Com. on Bethany Ch. (See p. 70.)

The Rev. J. N. Carothers from the Committee on Bethany Church, reported that there are now two Ruling Elders in that Church, and that the business entrusted to the Committee had been completed. The report was approved and the Committee discharged. 

Com. ad Interim
Dr. Lyon, from Com. ad Interim reported that they had nothing to do.

Pastoral Letters Printed (See pp. 17, 15, 29.)

Rev. E. T. Baird, from the Committee to prepare and publish the Pastoral Letter on the Religious Instruction of our Colored Population, reported, that they had attended to that duty, & that 1000 copies had been printed under the order of Presbytery, and 1000 more, by private subscription. A part of them had been distributed, and the remainder of those subject to the order of Presbytery were here. The report was approved, and the Treasurer was directed to pay to the Stated Clerk, the sum of $7.00 out of the first available funds in his hands, to defray the expense charges for freight on these pamphlets, on the motion of Dr. Lyon.

New Minute Book (See p. 9.)

The Stated Clerk reported compliance with the order of Presbytery to procure a blank book for our Presbyterial Records, at a cost of $2. This report was approved.

Reports of our Candidates (See p. 11.)

The Stated Clerk reported that he had received favorable reports as to the standing and

[26]

progress of our candidates at LaGrange College. His report was approved.

Report of Com. to Gen. Ass. (See p. 9.)

Our Commissioner to the Assembly, Dr. Lyon, on behalf of himself and colleague, gave an account of their attendance on that body—which was deemed satisfactory.

Calls for Rev. J. N. Carothers (See p. 28.)

Calls were presented to Presbytery from the congregations of Okolona, Fairview, and Houston, each for the pastoral services of Rev. James N. Carothers, for one-half of his time; also resolutions of the Friendship Church, his present pastoral charge, on the same subject. The consideration of these papers was made the order of the day for to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock—they having been read, and found in order.

New Members

The Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, and Elder B. F. Smyth of Louisville, appeared, and gave rea​sons of tardiness, which were sustained.

Vote of Thanks

The action of the Methodist and Baptist ministers and people, offering the use of their houses of worship to us, during our present sessions, was announced. A vote of thanks was passed, and the supply of these pulpits for the coming Sabbath was referred to the Committee on Devotional Exercises.

Cor. Member
The Rev. Mr. Martin of the Baptist Church being present, was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.






Took recess till after public worship to-night.

Columbus Place of Next Meeting

After recess, Columbus was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Next Presbyterial Sermon

“The doctrine of Total Depravity” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Ser​mon; & the Rev. O. H. P. Smyth was appointed the preacher.
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Next Presbyterial Conference

“The Practical Duties of Ruling Elders” was chosen the subject of the next Presbyterial Conference. The Rev. J. Rosamond was appointed to write the essay, and the Rev. E. T. Baird his alternate.

Inquiry into the Payment of Ministers’ Salaries

The Churches were called on to report as to their fidelity in paying their ministers’ sal​ar​ies. It appeared that the Columbus Church was punctual to the day. The Hamilton, Fair​view, Starkville, Mayhew, and Carolina Churches had paid in full. The Bethsalem Church was in arrears $28.50, and the Friendship Church $28.96, which they hope to pay soon. Lebanon was reported in arrears about $11. Pleasant Springs had $7 uncollected, and Smyrna $12.50. Unity and Beersheba made no definite reports. Bethel, Mt. Zion, Macon, and Centre Point, reported that they had not had an opportunity of settling with their minister for the installment due on the 1st of Oct.- but that all previous sums had been promptly met. Okolona, Aberdeen, Bethany, Louisville, Olney, Poplar Creek, Phila​delphia, Nazareth, & Tallabenela, were reported as vacant. From Houston there was no report.
Adjourned, till half past 8 o’clock, to-morrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 








8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Bethel & Mt. Zion and Rev. E. T. Baird (See p. 34.)

Application was made for leave to employ all the time of Rev. E. T. Baird, by the Mt. Zion and Bethel Churches, promising him a salary
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of $1500. This application was made the order of the day for to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

New Member

Dr. R. A. Minnis, of the Hamilton Church appeared, and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Rev. J. N. Carothers and Houston, Fairview, Friendship, and Okolona Chs.

(See pp. 26, 41.)

Presbytery took up the order of the day, viz: the calls for the pastoral services of Rev. J. N. Carothers and the papers relating thereto. After all the parties concerned had been fully heard, so far as present, the following resolution was moved by Rev. E. T. Baird, and adopted unanimously, with the exception of Elder T. H. Steen, commissioner from Friendship Church, viz: Resolved, That these pastoral calls be put into the hands of Rev. J. N. Carothers, with instructions to make up his mind if he can which field of labor he judges the Providence of God calls him to occupy; and that the friendship Church be cited to appear at an adjourned meeting of Presbytery, to be held during the sessions of Synod, to show cause why Brother Carothers should not be removed from them, in case that Brother may determine to elect another field; and in such case, the Pastor of Friend​ship Church is requested to read this resolution from the pulpit at least two weeks before the meeting of Presbytery.

Presbyterial Tax

The members of Presbytery were called on, and paid the Presbyterial tax, into the hands of the Treasurer.







          Took recess till half past 2 o’clock.

Friendship Ch. Directed to Dismiss Mr. Harrington (See p. 9.)

After recess, The session of Friendship Church was instructed to forward to Mr. C. Har​rington,
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a Licentiate, recently dismissed to the care of the Presbytery of Red River, a certificate of dismission from that church to connect himself with some church within the bounds of his Presbytery.

Pastoral Letter to be Distributed (See p. 25.)
On motion, the Stated Clerk was directed to distribute the Pastoral Letter on the Religious Instruction of our Colored Population to the several Churches of this Presbytery, basing the distribution upon the number of families, in the respective congregations, as far as practicable.

Injunction of Gen. Ass. on Ch. Extension Referred (See p. 34.)

On motion, the item in the minutes of the General Assembly containing an injunction on the subject of Church Extension, was referred to the Committee of Bills & Overtures, and Dr. R. A. Minnis, Ruling Elder, was added to the Committee.

Union Church Dissolved

On motion, it was Resolved, That the Union church be dissolved, and that the members of it be directed to connect themselves with the most convenient Churches.

Excuses

The Centre Point and Hamilton Churches rendered reasons for not being represented at former meetings—which were sustained.

Motion to Dissolve Tallabenela Church

A motion was made by Rev. E. T. Baird to dissolve the Tallabenela Church, the consi​deration of which was deferred till the adjourned meeting during the sessions of Synod.

Chs. Not Represented To Be Written To

On motion, the Stated Clerk was directed to write those Churches which have not been represented for two meetings, urging on them the duty of being represented hereafter, whenever practicable.

Supplies

The Rev. M. Peden, from the Committee on Sup-

[30]

plies, made a report, which was accepted and adopted and is as follows:-

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., 
to preach at 
Aberdeen, 
one Sab., at discretion.

Rev. M. Peden


         “
       
Poplar Creek

    “
Rev. M. Peden


         “

Louisville

    “
Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

         “

Nazareth                          “
Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

         “

Philadelphia                    “
Rev. J. N. Carothers

         “

Bethany                           “
Rev. J. N. Carothers

         “  
Okolona                           “
Rev. R. S. Gladney

         “

Tallabenela                      “
and to report to Presbytery at Columbus as to the expediency of dissolving that Church.








Took recess, for divine service.

Hamilton Ch. and Rev. R. S. Gladney

After recess, Elder R. A. Minnis, on behalf of the Hamilton Church, made application for leave to employ the ministerial services of Rev. R. S. Gladney one fourth of his time, promising him $140. for the year ending on the 1st of April next. This request was granted.

Cor. Member

Rev. Mr. Heard of the M. E. Church was invited to sit as a corresponding member.
Leave of Absence

Elder W. J. Dearing obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Report on the Minutes of Gen. Assembly

The Rev. E. T. Baird, from the Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly, made a report, which was accepted and adopted, as follows, viz:-

1. Resolved, That the attention of the ministers of this presbytery be especially called to the action of the Assembly on the subjects of Sabbath breaking and intemperance, on p. 555; on preaching on a call to the Gospel ministry, on p. 524, resolution 8; and on in​structing the baptized children of the church in their duty
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as church members to contribute to the Boards, p. 518, resolution 3; and that this Presby​tery will call on them, at the spring meeting, to report as to their fidelity on these subjects.

2. Resolved, That this Presbytery, with great thankfulness, has learned [of] the large in​crease of the number of our candidates for the ministry, as shown by the Annual Report of the Board of Education to the Assembly and by the circular of the Board received by this body; and would urge on all our churches, as a suitable manifestation of pious grati​tude, to give with system[atic] and with an increased liberality to this important cause.

3. Resolved, That this Presbytery highly approves of the appointment by the Assembly for the observance of the last Thursday of February as a day of prayer for our baptized children, for an increase of candidates, and for our youth at institutions of learning; and hopes all of our churches, in remembering that day, will obey the recommendation of the Assembly to take up a collection for some one of our Seminaries of learning, or for the literary fund of the Board.

4. Resolved, That this Presbytery is glad to see the increased attention of Ruling Elders at the Assembly, and the many manifestations of their efficiency, which the minutes show; as also, that the Assembly have appointed a sermon to be preached to them at their next meeting; and this Presbytery hopes that the Ruling Elders of the Churches under our
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care will, in common with their Brethren elsewhere be led, by God’s Spirit to magnify their office aright, until they shall bring the office of Ruling Elder to be appreciated and felt as the right arm of the ministry and the Church.
6. Resolved, That we are gratified that the Assembly has entered on an investigation of the working of the present system of Boards; and we trust that that body will reduce the whole system to the greatest simplicity consistent with complete efficiency.
7. Resolved, That this Presbytery does cordially unite with the Assembly in testifying to the zeal, efficiency and success of all our Boards, and we do hereby record our high sense of the ability and fidelity of those who have the charge of them, one and all; and we trust that our churches will be able to give a good amount of their attention to systematic ben​ev​olence in connection with these Boards, at our spring meeting.
Overture to Gen. Assembly Proposed on Demission, &c. (See pp. 14, 56.)

The Rev. E. T. Baird offered a resolution overturing the General Assembly to propose to the Presbyteries certain changes in the Form of Government, on the Demission question, etc., etc., which paper on his motion was referred to a special Committee, to report at our spring meeting, insisting of Rev. Messrs. James A. Lyon, R. S. Gladney, and Elder W. T. Baldwin.
Standing Rule on Vacant Churches

The following resolution was offered by Rev. R. S. Gladney, and adopted as a standing rule of Presbytery: Resolved, That vacant Churches and destitute
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places desirous of obtaining ministerial services, be directed to take up a subscription, and report the amount of the same to the Sated Clerk of Presbytery; and that at each meet​ing of Presbytery an account shall be rendered of all services in vacant churches and destitute places, and of the amounts paid for said services; and that the Stated Clerk com​municate this resolution to all vacant churches and such destitute places as may desire ministerial services.





               Recess till after divine worship to-night.

Free Conversation

After recess, presbytery held a free conversation on the state of religion; and then ad​journed till to-morrow morning at a quarter before 9 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 








8 ¾ o’clock.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Leave of Absence
Elders Wm. Gaston and T. J. Steen obtained leave of absence from the remaining ses​sions of Presbytery.
Call of Macon & Centre Point for Rev. E. T. Baird (See p. 34.)

A joint call for the pastoral services of Rev. E. T. Baird, made by the united churches of Centre Point and Macon, was presented and read; and made the order of the day for 9 o’clock, along with the application from Mt. Zion & Bethel Churches.

Treasurer’s Report Referred (See p. 35.)

Rev. M. Peden, Treasurer, made his report, which was accepted and referred to an au​diting committee, consisting of Elders R. A. Minnis and R. R. Spann.

Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund

Rev. J. Rosamond, from the Committee to assess the Churches for the Commissioners’ Fund,
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made a report, which was amended and adopted, as follows, viz:
Beersheba
$4.00.

Bethel

$14.00.
Poplar Creek

$7.00.

Houston
  7.00.

Louisville
    6.00.
Hamilton

  4.00.

Columbus
38.00.

Olney

    4.00.
Okolona

10.00.

Friendship
10.00.

Tallabenela
    3.00.
Smyrna

  7.00.

Fairview
  7.00.

Mayhew
    9.00.
Pleasant Springs
  5.00.

Bethsalem
14.00.

Macon

    5.00.
Philadelphia

  3.00.

Aberdeen
30.00.

Nazareth
    4.00.
Carolina

  5.00.

Bethany
  4.00.

Unity

    4.00.

Lebanon
  6.00.

Mt. Zion
  13.00.
Total:    
        $251.00.

Starkville
18.00.

Centre Point
  10.00.


Report on Ch. Extension (See p. 37.)

The Rev. R. S. Gladney, from the Committee on Bills & Overtures, made a report on Overtures Nos. 1, 2 and 4, the papers in reference to Church extension—which was re​ceived, and placed on the docket.

Report on Campbellite Baptism (See p. 38.)

Also, a report by Mr. Gladney from the same Committee, on Overture No. 3, from the Starkville Church Session, “Is the ordinance of baptism as administered by ministers of the so called Christian or Cambellite sect, valid?” was received, and put on the docket.

Bethel & Mt. Zion and Macon & Centre Point Churches

and Rev. E. T. Baird (See pp. 27, 33, Vol. 6, p. 87.)

The order of the day for 9 o’clock was taken up, viz: the application from Bethel and Mt. Zion Churches and the calls from Macon and Centre Point Churches, for the ministerial services of Rev. E. T. Baird. The Commissioners from Bethel and Mt. Zion, and from Centre Point and Macon, were fully heard; and then Brother Baird was heard in ex​planation of the whole subject. After which, on motion of Dr. Lyon, the call from Macon and Centre Point, and the application from Bethel and Mt. Zion were ordered to be placed in Bro. Baird’s hands for his consideration, and that he be advised to accept one or the other, and
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that he report on the subject to the Presbytery, at the adjourned meeting in Columbus.

Commissioners to Gen. Assembly Nominated

Rev. E. T. Baird and Elder A. M. Carothers, M.D., were nominated as our Commis​sioners to the General Assembly; and Rev. Mr. Peden and Elder Scott Thompson, their alternates.

Presbyterial Sermon (See p. 12.)

At 11 o’clock, the Presbytery, in connection with the audience assembled for public wor​ship, heard the presbyterial Sermon from Rev. M. Peden on Presbyterian Church Gov​ern​ment.
Leave of Absence

Rev. J. N. Carothers obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of presbytery. Also Elders Wm. T. Baldwin and B. R. Archibald.









Recess till 3 o’clock. 

After recess, Elder S. Thompson obtained leave of absence from our remaining sessions.

Com. on Hist. of Presby. (See p. 10.)

Rev. R. S. Gladney as Chairman, and Elders Cecil Bardwell and Dr. A. M. Carothers, were appointed on the Committee to write a history of this Presbytery.

Treasurer’s Report Approved (See p. 33.)

The auditing committee made a report, which was accepted, and the Treasurer’s report was approved, showing that there are in his hands, for Domestic Missions $1, Education $0.50, Publication $5.50, Commissioners’ Fund $28.39, Contingent Fund of Presbytery $15.26, in all $65. But that he has overpaid to Foreign Missions $8.50, Church Extension $2, Contingent Fund of the General Assembly $0.20, in all $10.70, leaving an adjusted bal​ance in his hands of $37.95.

The Stated Clerk was directed to keep in our new minute book, a historical roll of the ministers &
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Historical Roll to be Kept

Churches of this Presbytery; and the ministers were requested to forward to him a state​ment of the following facts, viz: Name in full, place of literary and theological education, times and places of licensure and ordination, and by what Presbyteries—churches and places of ministerial and professional position and how long at each, when received into this Presbytery, age and place of nativity.

Report on Dom. Miss. and on Advisory Com. for South West (See p. 24.)

Dr. Lyon, from the Committee to whom was referred the letters in reference to Domestic mis​sions, made a report which was accepted and adopted, and is as follows, viz: The special committee to whom was referred the circular letters—the one from W. W. Hill, Corresponding Secretary of the Western Executive Committee, the other from B. M. Pal​mer, in behalf of the Advisory Committee of Missions for the South-West, would re​spect​fully report the following resolutions for the adoption of Presbytery, viz:-
1. Resolved, That in view of the pressing wants of the Board of Domestic Missions, we cordially recommend to all the churches under our care, to contribute promptly, and with increased liberality for the promotion of that great cause.

2. Resolved, That we will cordially co-operate with the advisory Committee of Missions for the South-West, recently appointed by the Board of Domestic Missions, in obedience to the recommendation of the last General Assembly; and that we recommend to all the churches under our care, to pay their contributions made for the cause of Domestic Mis​sions into the hands of the Treasurer of the aforesaid Advisory Committee of Missions for the South West.








Respectfully submitted,








James A. Lyon, chairman.
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Narrative

Dr. Lyon, from the Committee on the narrative, made a report, which was accepted and adopted, and is as follows: “The Presbytery of Tombeckbee, in making their report to the synod, on the State of Religion within their bounds, would state that whilst there is no​thing very marked in the condition of our Churches and the state of religion in our midst, yet the condition and progress of our branch of Christ’s visible kingdom is de​cid​edly en​couraging. The attendance on public worship is good. Liberality in the cause of Christ​ian benevolence is increasing—the demand for more laborers within our bounds is impor​tunate. We greatly need additional laborers, and would have no difficulty in sup​port​ing them, could they be obtained. The religious instruction of our colored people is re​ceiving more than usual attention. On this subject, the presbytery has recently published a Pas​toral Letter in pamphlet form, which has met with very favorable accept​ance, and prom​ises to do much good. Whilst there are some things to lament, yet there is much to call forth our humble gratitude to the great head of the Church. Respectfully submitted.”

Pleasant Springs & Smyrna Chs. and Rev. O. H. P. Smyth (See p. 14.)

The Pleasant Springs Church made application for the ministerial services of the Rev. O. H. P. Smyth for one-fourth of his time for the next six months, and the Smyrna Church for one-half of his time, for the same period, promising him $75. and $150 salary re​spectively. These requests were granted.

Church Extension (See pp. 34, 24.)

The Report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures on Church Extension, was taken up, amended & adopted, as follows, viz:-

1. Resolved, That the ministers of this Presbytery 
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be requested to lay before their congregations the Report of the Church Extension Com​mittee contained in the Minutes of the Assembly, adding such remarks as they may think necessary, and soliciting contributions for the cause of Church Extension.

2. Resolved, further, That all contributions shall be paid over to the Treasurer or Stated Clerk of this Presbytery, and shall be first applied to the erection of Churches in our own bounds; and only the surplus of funds, after aiding churches in our own bounds shall be sent to the Committee on Church Extension; and that Rev. J. N. Carothers be authorized and requested to act as a voluntary agent for the Board in our bounds.

Campbellite Baptism (See p. 34.)

The Report of the Committee on Bills and Overtures, on the overture from the Session of the Starkville Church, was taken up, amended and adopted, and is as follows, viz: The Committee on Bills and Overtures beg leave to report on the overture from the Starkville Church, as follows, viz: That two things are essential to the validity of an ordinance, viz: its administration by proper authority, and a strict observance of its nature and design, so as correctly to exhibit and set forth the great doctrine which according to its true intent and meaning, it is intended to symbolize. In regard to the administrator, it is necessary that he receive his authority, not from a Pope, Bishop, or any individual, or from any secular or political organization, but from the Church of Christ, known to be such, not by any external forms alone, but by the evangelical character of its doctrines and the mani​festation of the fruits of the Spirit.
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In regard to the Sacraments of the Church, there are but two; and these exhibit and set forth the two great fundamental doctrines of the gospel, viz- the atonement, exhibited and set forth in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper; and Baptism by the Holy Spirit, called the new birth or regeneration. Baptism may be defined [as] a symbolical washing of water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and is designed to symbolize and set forth the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The use of water, whatever may be the mode of application, as a symbol of death, burial and resurrection, or as being itself a regenerating act, or as an act declarative of the remission of sins, is not a Scriptural rite. Whilst we cheerfully bear testimony to the piety of many among the so called Christians or Camp​bellites, we are constrained to say that, in view of the above principles, we cannot recog​nize their ordinances as valid.

Minutes Read

The minutes of this meeting of Presbytery were read, corrected, and approved.






       Took recess till after public worship to-night.

Presbyterial Conference (See p. 18.)

After recess, Presbytery held the Presbyterial Conference. The Essay was read by Rev. S. R. Frierson, on the Nature and Extent of Christian Union and Communion; when the roll was called and the members gave their views, in the presence of a large audience. On motion of Rev. E. T. Baird, Rev. Frierson was requested to publish his essay in the True Witness.
Vote of Thanks

On motion of elder B. F. Smyth, it was Resolved, That the thanks of this body be ten​dered to the citizens of this town and vicinity, for their kind and hospitable entertain​ment of its members during 
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their deliberations amongst them; and also to the Methodist & Baptist Churches of this place for their kindness in tendering us their houses of worship.

Adjournment

Presbytery having completed its business, on motion, adjourned to meet in Columbus, at the call of the moderator, during the sessions of Synod in December next. Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.






(signed)
S. R. Frierson, Moderator








J. N. Carothers, Temporary Clerk








A. M. Carothers, Assistant Clerk






Attest-

E. T. Baird, Stated Clerk.

Approved, Columbus Mi., Dec. 12th 1859

R. McInnis, Mod. of Synod.








Columbus, Miss, Dec. 10, 1859







8 ½ o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church, according to adjourn​ment, at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer. Present, Rev. S. R. Frierson, Moderator, Rev. Messrs. J. N. Carothers, R. S. Gladney, M. Peden, J. Rosa​mond, and E. T. Baird; with Elders, B. Barry, A. M. Carothers, M.D., D. Love,
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and J. F. Gardiner. The Stated Clerk was requested to keep a record of our proceedings.

Mr. Carothers Accepts the Calls of Okolona & Fairview (See pp. 28, 63.)

The Rev. J. N. Carothers declared his acceptance of the call of the Church at Okolona, put in his hands at our last meting: and gave it as his opinion that the Okolona and Fair​view Churches ought to be united in one pastoral charge, and that the Houston and Friend​ship Churches ought to constitute another. Hence, he thought it his duty to resign the charge of the Friendship Church, with the permission of the Presbytery, and to accept the call from Fairview. Mr. Carothers also laid on the table of Presbytery, a letter which he had written and caused to be read to the Friendship Church, by order of this body, citing them to appear at this time and show cause why his request for the dissolution of his pastoral relation to them should not be granted.

Took recess to meet at the call of the Moderator, after adjournment of Synod to-night, when Presbytery again convened. Present as above, with Dr. James A. Lyon and Elder Scott Thompson.

The unfinished business was resumed. After discussion, on motion of Rev. E. T. Baird, it was Resolved, That Brother Carothers be directed to retain his pastorship of Friendship Church, in connection with the Okolona Church, whose call he has decided, unless the Fairview Church shall, before the first of January next, secure, by reliable subscriptions, the sum promised in their call; and that arrangements for his installation be deferred until the next regular meeting of Presbytery.
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Took recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.








Dec. 12,








5 o’clock.

After the adjournment of Synod, the Moderator called Presbytery to order. The Rev. E. T. Baird stated that he had determined to decline the joint call of the united churches of Macon and Centre Point, placed in his hands at our fall meeting; whereupon the Bethel & Mt. Zion Churches were granted leave to employ his ministerial services for the current year, ending October 1, 1860, according to their application made at our regular meeting, and now renewed.
The Rev. J. Rosamond made application for a letter of dismission and recommendation to connect himself with the Presbytery of Tuscaloosa. This request was granted; and the Stated Clerk was directed to furnish him the proper testimonials.

The Stated Clerk presented and read a letter from the Rev. Dr. Schenck, Corresponding Sec​retary of the Board of Publication, reporting compliance with our petition, to prepare and publish a suitable minute book and registry for the use of Church Sessions, accom​panied with specimen sheets, at which Presbytery expressed its gratification and appro​val.

On motion of Dr. Lyon, Resolved, That the Rev. Messrs. Gladney, Baird and Frierson be appointed a Committee to prepare a memorial to the General Assembly, on the impor​tance of a church commentary. Voted that Dr. Lyon be added to the committee.

[Tallabenela Church Dissolved]

The unfinished business of the late regular
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meeting, in reference to the Tallabenela Church was taken up, when the motion to dis​solve that church was adopted and the members of it, according to their own understood wishes, were transferred to the Okolona Church.

Adjourned to meet in the Presbyterian Church at Columbus, on Thursday before the first full moon in April, next, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer and the apostolic bene​dic​tion.








S. R. Frierson, Modr.








E. T. Baird, S. C.

 [44]








Columbus, Miss.








April 5, 1860.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church, agreeably to adjourn​ment, and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. S. R. Frierson from Heb. I.8. After sermon, the Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called.

Present:

Ministers




Ruling Elders

J. N. Carothers.



W. J. Dearing, from Okolona Ch.

R. S. Gladney.




R. Maxwell, Fairview Ch.

James A. Lyon, D.D.



R. A. Minis, M.D., Hamilton Ch.

M. Peden.




W. C. Mills, Columbus Ch.

S. R. Frierson.




J. A. Thompson, Bethsalem Ch.

E. T. Baird.




James H. Love, Lebanon Ch.







J. C. Rogers, Mayhew & Starkville.







D. Love, Bethel Ch.

Minister Absent



J. F. Gardiner, Unity Ch.

O. H. P. Smyth.



Wm. B. Cavanah, Mt. Zion Ch.







J. N. Cook, Pleasant Springs Ch.







A. T. Stennis, Smyrna Ch.







J. P. Witherspoon, Beersheba Ch.







R. R. Spann, Centre Point Ch.







A. M. Dinsmore, Macon Ch.

Churches not represented—Carolina, Friendship, Houston, Aberdeen, Bethany, Louis​ville, Olney, Poplar Creek, Nazareth, Philadelphia.

Officers

The Rev. M. Peden was elected Moderator,
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and the Rev. S. R. Frierson was chosen Temporary Clerk.








           Took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

Minutes Read

After recess, the minutes of the last Stated Meeting and of the adjourned meeting, were read. The Standing Rules were read.

Assist. Clerk

Elder Wm. C. Mills was appointed assistant Temporary Clerk.

Donation of $100 (See p. 8.)

The Rev. James A. Lyon presented to Presbytery the sum of $100, a donation from the same gentleman who made like donations at the last four spring meetings, to be appropri​a​ted to the education of candidates under our care. On motion, the amount was put into the hands of the agent of our Education Fund to be used for the purpose contemplated.

Reports of Our Candidate Mr. Mecklin

The Stated Clerk read a report touching the standing of our candidate, Mr. A. H. Mecklin, at LaGrange College, which report was highly satisfactory.

Papers Referred
A letter from Rev. J. Rosamond was read, and referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures. (See pp. 48.)
A letter was read from Elder Wm. H. Simpson, delegate from Poplar Creek Church, assigning reasons for absence from our last meeting, and making certain suggestions. The reasons for absence were sustained and the letter was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures (See p. 49.)

A letter from Rev. Thos. P. Johnston, Agent of the American Bible Society, was read and referred to the same Committee (See p. 50.)

Standing Committees

The Moderator announced the following 
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Standing Committees, viz:
On Devotional Exercises, Dr. Lyon and Elder W. C. Mills.

Judicial Committee, Rev. R. S. Gladney and Elders Cavanah & Minnis.

Bills and Overtures, E. T. Baird and Elders D. Love and Cook.

On the Minutes of Synod, Rev. J. N. Carothers and Elders Witherspoon & Thompson.

On Supplies, Rev. J. N. Carothers and Elders Rogers, Stennis and Gardiner.

Committee on Narrative, Rev. E. T. Baird, with Elders Mills & Dinsmore.

On Systematic Benevolence, Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elders Dearing & Rogers.

Standing Rule Changed

The Standing Rule which requires the Sessions to send up written reports as to their fi​del​ity in paying ministers’ salaries, was amended so as to read that they be required to re​port annually.

Excuses

The delinquent churches were called upon to give reasons for not being represented at pre​vious meetings; and Beersheba, Bethel, Fairview and Lebanon, gave satisfactory rea​sons.

Supplies Report

The brethren appointed to supply vacant churches, reported compliance.

Com. ad Interim Report and Reappointed

The Committee ad Interim reported that no business had come before them requiring their attention, and the same committee was appointed for the ensuing year.
Com. on Hist. of Presby.

The Committee on the History of the Presbytery reported that they have made no prog​ress.

[Union Church Dissolved]
The members of the late Union Church
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were transferred to the churches to which they formerly belonged, and the Sessions of those churches were directed to enroll them.
Commissioners Appointed

The appointment of Commissioners to the next General Assembly was taken up; and the nominations made at the last meeting were chosen, viz:- Rev. E. T. Baird, Principal, and Rev. M. Peden, Alternate: Elder A. M. Carothers, M.D., Principal, and Elder Scott Thomp​son, Alternate.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.









Closed with prayer.








Friday,








9 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Present as before, with the addition of Elder James Carlisle, from the Aberdeen Church, who gave satisfactory reasons for tar​diness.

Excuses for Aberdeen

The reasons offered by the Aberdeen Church, through Mr. Carlisle, for not being repre​sented at the meeting in Macon were sustained. No reasons were rendered for not being represented in the meetings at Poplar Creek and Starkville.

The minutes of yesterday were read and corrected.

Committee on Sessional Records

The Moderator announced the following Committees on Sessional Records, viz:

On Records of Columbus, Fairview and Okolona—Messrs. Gladney and Minnis.

On Records of Bethel, Mt. Zion, and Macon—Messrs. Carothers and Maxwell.

On Records Bethsalem and Lebanon—Messrs. Baird and D. Love.

On Records of Smyrna and Pleasant Springs—Messrs. Lyon and Mills.
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On Records of Starkville and Mayhew—Messrs. Cavanah and Gardiner.

On Records of Beersheba and Centre Point—Messrs. Carothers and Rogers.

On Records of Louisville and Nazareth—Messrs. Gladney and Dearing.

On Olney and Poplar Creek—Messrs. Dinsmore and Spann.

On Records of Bethany, Houston & Carolina—Messrs. Thompson and Stennis.

Bro. Frierson Excused from a Committee

Rev. S. R. Frierson requested to be excused from serving on the Committee appointed to prepare a memorial to the next General Assembly on the subject of a Commentary, which request was granted.

Place of Next Meeting

Okolona was appointed to be the place of the next meeting of Presbytery.

Mr. Robert B. Williamson Received

Rev. James A. Lyon presented a certificate dismissing Mr. Robert B. Williamson, a licen​tiate under the care of the Presbytery of Philadelphia to this Presbytery, whereupon Mr. Williamson was received under the care of this Presbytery.

Letter of Mr. Rosamond about Bethany Ch. (See pp. 45, 75, 71.)

The Committee on Bills and Overtures made a report on Overture No. 1, the letter of Rev. J. Rosamond, which was received, amended and adopted, and is as follows, viz: Resolved, That this letter be referred to a Committee, consisting of Rev. S. R. Frierson, and Elders J. C. Rogers and R. Maxwell, to visit the Bethany
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Church, and endeavor to settle the matter of business between them and their late minis​ter and to report at our next meeting.

Letter of Mr. W. H. Simpson (See p. 45.)

The same Committee reported on Overtures Nos. 2 and 3, being the suggestions con​tained in the letter of Mr. Wm. H. Simpson. The report was accepted and adopted, as fol​lows, viz:
On Ministers Visiting Vacant Churches (See p. 73.)

Overture No. 2. On the subject of ministers laboring among vacant churches, during the sum​mer, Resolved, That while this Presbytery does not feel itself called on to make it obligatory, yet we do most cordially and earnestly recommend the ministers of this body to take a period of at least 4 weeks during the summer, to visit our vacant churches, going two and two, according to the apostolic example, & holding protracted meetings.

On Observance of the Sabbath

Overture No. 3. On the subject of the observance of the Sabbath, Resolved, That in the judgment of this body, it is the duty of all our Sessions, with promptness and decision, to exercise the strictest discipline on any member of the church who may drive his wagon, or cause it to be driven, on secular business, on the Sabbath, or who may start a wagon in the latter part of the week, so as to make it necessary for it to return on the Sabbath. Such conduct is a direct and flagrant violation of the 4th Commandment, and inconsistent with the profession of the religion of Christ.

Bible Cause (See p. 45.)

The same Committee made a report, which was accepted and adopted, on Overture No. 4, as follows. 
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Overture No. 4. The Communication of the Rev. Thomas P. Johnston, Agent of the Amer​​​ican Bible Society. 

Resolved 1. That this Presbytery consider it the duty of all our ministers and churches, to remember the Bible cause in connection with the other objects of Christian effort, in car​rying out the scheme of Systematic Benevolence, so as to dispense with agencies, ac​cord​ing to the policy of our church.

Resolved 2. That the Board of Publication be requested to add the Bible cause to the other objects mentioned in their cards for Systematic Benevolence.

Memorial to Gen. Ass. on Commentary

The Rev. Dr. Lyon, from the Committee appointed to prepare a memorial to the next Gen​eral Assembly, on the subject of a Church Commentary made a report, which was ac​cepted and adopted, and ordered to be transmitted to the General Assembly.

Dr. Wm. L. Breckinridge Welcomed and Oakland College Recommended

On motion of Rev. E. T. Baird, it was unanimously, Resolved, That the members of this presbytery have heard of the acceptance of the Presidency of Oakland College, by the Rev. Wm. L. Breckinridge, D.D., late of Kentucky, with extreme gratification; and we do hereby assure him of a cordial welcome to his official position, and as a member of our Synod we deem this a suitable occasion to recommend our Synodical College to the sup​port and patronage of all our people, as an institution of learning deserving of their highest confidence.








Took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.
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After recess, the Rev. O. H. P. Smyth appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardi​ness.

Rev. M. Pelen & Bethsalem and Lebanon Chs.

The Bethsalem and Lebanon churches made application for the ministerial services of Rev. M. Peden, for half of his time, each, for which they promise $300 per annum; re​spectively. This request was granted.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth and Louisville, Carolina,

Pleasant Springs, and New Hope Churches

The Louisville Church made application for the ministerial services of Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, for one fourth of his time, which request was granted, upon condition that that church shall pay for his support $150, and as much more as can be raised. The Carolina church made application, for the services of the same minister, for ¼ of his time prom​ising him $250; and the Pleasant Springs for ¼ of his time at $150. These requests were granted. The Rev. O. H. P. Smyth obtained permission to labor with the New Hope Church of East Mississippi Presbytery, one fourth of his time, with the consent of that Pres​bytery.

Rev. R. S. Gladney and Hamilton Church

The Hamilton Church applied for leave to employ the Rev. R. S. Gladney, ¼ of his time, promising him $150 salary. The request was granted.

Calls for Bro. Williamson (See p. 55.)

Calls for the Pastoral services of Mr. Robert B. Williamson, from the united churches of Macon and Centre Point, were presented and read; and being found in order, were placed in his hands with a request from certain persons at Shuqualak for his services for a part of his time.

Orders of the Day

It was made the order of the day for to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock, to hold the free conversation on the state of religion, and on the fidelity of ministers and
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churches on Systematic Benevolence.

Report of Agent, Education Fund

Mr. D. Love agent for the Education Fund made a report which was received and ap​proved, showing a balance in his hands of $176.32. The report is as follows, viz: 

“The agent of the Education fund reports, 

that he has received from the Presbytery


$500.00

Interest (received)


                            76.32








$576.32

Paid by order of Presbytery                                           400.00
Balance in hand of Agent loaned at 10 per cent          $176.32






(signed)   D. Love.”

Next Presb. Sermon and Conference

“The necessity of a Divine Revelation,” was chosen the subject for the next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. E. T. Baird, the preacher. “The Duties growing out of the Pastoral Re​lation” was chosen the subject for the next conference, and Dr. Lyon was appointed to write the essay.

                                                                Took recess till after public worship to-night.

Exhortation of the Moderator on Systematic Benevolence

After recess, the moderator delivered the address on the subject of Systematic Benev​o​lence, according to our standing rule.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.









Adjourned with prayer.

Saturday morning,

9 o’clock.

The Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Cor. Mem.

The Rev. G. T. Steinbark of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, being present, was in​vited to sit as a corresponding member.
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Report of Comm. On Minutes of Synod

The Committee on the Minutes of Synod made a report, which was accepted, and adopted, and is as follows, viz: The Committee on the Minutes of Synod report that we find nothing in them demanding the attention or action of Presbytery, which has not al​ready come up through the Committee of Bills and Overtures, except that we recom​mend that the churches under our care be urged to act promptly and efficiently in carry​ing out the following resolutions of Synod on the subject of Foreign Missions, viz:

Home and Foreign Record

“4. Resolved, That the Ministers and Elders be urged to make renewed efforts to intro​duce the Home and Foreign Record and the Foreign Missionary, one or both, into every family with the hope of stimulating thereby the goal of our people for the conversion and salvation of their perishing fellow men.

“5. Resolved, That the churches of this Synod be affectionately and earnestly exhorted to revive the monthly concert of prayer, wherever it may have fallen into desuetude, and to establish it wherever it have before been neglected, as a means at once of securing the heavenly blessing on the efforts of the church, and of exciting a greater interest in this cause and a more enlarged and constant liberality toward it.”








Respectfully submitted,








J. N. Carothers, Chm.

Request for Ch. at Cushman’s School

A request coming through Rev. S. R. Frierson, from certain persons in the neighborhood of Cushman’s School House, for the organization of a church, on motion of E. T. Baird,
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Resolved, That the members of our Church, residing in the neighborhood of Cushman’s School House be recommended to organize themselves into an association for the main​tenance of the preaching of the gospel and for church fellowship. But that the Presbytery do not consider it best at present, owing to the fewness of their members, to grant them a regular church organization. But, in the meantime the Presbytery appoint the pastor and elders of the Starkville and Mayhew Churches as a committee of this body to superintend the whole matter-with whom those brethren are directed to hold free counsel.

Supplies

Mr. Carothers, from the Committee on Supplies, made a report, which was amended and adopted, viz: 

“1. That Rev. James A. Lyon, D.D., and Rev. J. N. Carothers preach at least 2 days and administer the Sacrament at Aberdeen at discretion.

“2. That the Rev. James A. Lyon, D.D., and Rev. R. S. Gladney preach and administer the Sacrament at Unity at discretion.

“3. Rev. S. R. Frierson and Rev. J. N. Carothers administer the sacrament at Houston, at discretion.

“4. That Rev. Dr. Baird and Rev. J. N. Carothers administer the Sacrament at Friendship at discretion.

“5. That Rev. M. Peden and Bro. Williamson administer the Sacrament at Smyrna at dis​cretion.

“6. That Dr. Lyon and Bro. Gladney administer the Sacrament at Beersheba, at dis​cretion.

“7. That Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D., and Rev. M. Peden, visit Bankston, and preach at dis​cretion.
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“8. That Bro. Gladney be requested to visit and preach at Fayette at discretion.







J. N. Carothers, Chm.”

Orders of Day

It was made the 2nd order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m., to hear the report of the Com​mittee on the Demission question-the first order, to hear reports on Sessional Rec​ords.

Mr. Williamson Accepts Calls (See pp. 51, 63.)

Through Rev. Jas. A. Lyon, Mr. Williamson expressed his acceptance of the calls placed in his hands from Macon & Centre Point Churches. Whereupon it was resolved, That when Presbytery adjourn, it adjourn to meet in Macon, on the Friday before the first Sab​bath in July at 8 o’clock p.m., to ordain and install Mr. Williamson, if the way be clear.

Free Conversation

Presbytery took up the order of the day, and held the free conversation on the state of re​ligion and progress in systematic benevolence.

Mr. Williamson to Preach a Trial Sermon

Presbytery appointed Mr. Williamson to preach a trial sermon from John 3:18, last clause, at the opening of Presbytery in Macon.

Presbyterial Sermon

The Presbytery then proceeded to hear the Presbyterial Sermon by Rev. O. H. P. Smyth on “Human Depravity.”









Took recess till 3 o’clock.

After recess, Elders James H. Love, Carlisle, and Gardiner, obtained leave of absence from 4 o’clock.

[Corresponding] Member

Rev. Mr. Hargrove, of the M. E. Church, being present, was invited to sit as a corres​pond​ing member.

Reports on Sessional Records

The Presbytery took up the first order of the day, and received reports of Committees on Sessional Records. The records of Bethsalem, Lebanon, Aberdeen, Okolona, Carolina, Mt. Zion, Starkville, Louisville & Ham-
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ilton, were approved. The records of Bethel, Macon, and Centre Point were approved with the recommendation that the record of Baptisms, the administration of the Lord’s Supper, etc. be renewed elsewhere than among the proceedings of session. The records of Smyrna and of Pleasant Springs were approved, except that no delegates appear to have been appointed to this Presbytery, so far as the records show, and the former book has not been submitted to Presbytery for 7, nor the latter for 5 years. The same exception was taken to the Centre Point records which had not been here since 1850. The records of Unity session were approve with the exception that the book has been withheld from the Presbytery for several years, and also, that the cases of certain persons whose names are mentioned were taken up with the apparent purpose of prosecution, but were [indecipher​able word] to drop without any further notice.

Churches Recommended to Procure Record Books

On motion of Rev. J. N. Carothers,

Resolved 1. That the Church Sessions under our care be, and hereby are requested to take steps at their earliest convenience to procure from the Board of Publication the Books, pre​pared by that Board for Church Records.

Resolved 2. That our Commissioner to the General Assembly be, and he is hereby in​struc​ted to ask the Board, if it may suit their convenience to reduce the size of the “Min​utes of Session,” so that it may be conveniently portable.

Report on Demission (p. 32.)

Presbytery took up the second order of the day when Dr. Lyon, from the Committee ap​pointed at our fall meeting to consider the overture on the demission
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question, submitted a report, which was accepted and adopted and is as follows, viz: “The Committee appointed at the last regular meting of Presbytery to examine and report upon the paper submitted by Rev. Dr. Baird, as an overture to the next General Assembly on the subject of the demission of the office of the Gospel Ministry, etc. report:- That they have carefully considered the same and recommend its adoption, with the following ex​ceptions viz: That in Sec. XVII, the words “where orderly called thereto,” be left out; and in Sec. XVIII, the passage, “No minister, without the advice and consent of his Pres​by​tery, shall be allowed to assume any other duties usually assigned to ministers of the gos​pel;” read as follows: “No minister shall be allowed to assume the discharge of any other duties usually engaged in by ministers of the Gospel, such as Agencies, secre​tary​ships, Presidencies, etc., etc.; not to engage in any purely secular business, without the advice and consent of Presbytery.” With these exceptions and alterations the Committee recom​mend the adoption of the paper as the overture of this Presbytery to the next General Assembly. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James A. Lyon, Chm. of Com.”

The overture, as thus amended and adopted is as follows, viz:

“1. Resolved, That the General Assembly be overtured to send down to the Presbyteries, the follow-
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ing sections to take their sense as to whether they shall be added to the fifth chapter of the Form of Government, viz:

XVI. The office of the minister of the gospel, being a vocation from God, is perpetual; but since infallibility does not reside in the church, the minister himself & the Presbytery by which he is ordained are both liable to err in investing him with the office. It is, there​fore, provided that whenever any minister in good standing is fully satisfied in his own conscience that God has not called him to the ministry, he may, with the consent of his Presbytery, resign his office, and assume the position of a layman; and in case Presbytery shall become satisfied that a minister has no divine vocation to the ministry, although he himself may think otherwise, they shall have the right, with the consent of Synod to di​vest him of his office without censure.

XVII. From various causes not inferring crime or heresy, a minister may become incap​able of performing the duties of his office, and may practically cease the exercise thereof. Such a minister shall forfeit his judicial functions in the meantime, and [indeci​pherable word] shall not sit as a member of Presbytery or Synod, but shall be reported as a retired min​ister. His right to preach and administer the sacraments shall remain unto him; and when​ever he shall resume the regular discharge of ministerial duties, he shall take his place in Presbytery and Synod as before. But no part of this provision shall apply to min​is​ters laid aside from age or from any other infirmity which unfits them for secular pur​suits.
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XVIII. The proper functions of the Gospel ministry as understood among the Reformed Churches, are those of the Pastor, where a minister has special charge of one or more particular churches; those of the Evangelist, where a minister labors for the organization of new churches, or for the upbuilding of weak churches in destitute places; and those of the doctor or teacher, where a minister is the instructor of students in divinity, or the re​ligious teacher of youth at college. No minister shall be allowed to assume the dis​charge of any other duties usually engaged in by ministers of the gospel, such as agen​cies, sec​re​taryships, presidencies etc., nor to engage in any purely secular pursuit, without the ad​vice and consent of Presbytery; and any minister who shall do so without such consult, shall be considered thereafter and reported as a retired minister.

Also, the following, as an additional section to the 14th chapter, viz:

“XII. As the object of the licensure of candidates for the ministry is to enable them to try their gifts and prove their acceptability as probationers for the sacred office, it is the duty of the Presbytery to see that licentiates apply themselves to fulfillment of their license. Whenever any licentiate shall engage in such pursuits as shall interfere with his regular trial of his gifts as a probationer, he shall thereby forfeit his licensure; he shall return his license to his Presbytery; and the Presbytery shall revoke the same. In case the Presbytery shall afterward determine, under changed circum-
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stances, that it is expedient to return the candidate his license, it shall be the right of the Presbytery to do so.

“2. Resolved, That the General Assembly be overtured to send down to the Presbyteries, the propriety of transforming the tenth chapter of the Directory of Worship, of the Mode of Inflicting Church Censures, to the Book of Discipline, in connection with the revision that part of our standards is now undergoing.”

Took recess till half past 7 o’clock.

Supplies

After recess, the Committee on Supplies made a report on the supply of the Pulpit of our Commissioners to the General Assembly, which was accepted and adopted, and is as fol​lows, viz:

1st Sab. in May 
at Bethel, 
Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

2nd Sab. in May 
at Mt. Zion, 
Rev. R. B. Williamson.

3rd Sab. in May 
at Bethel, 
Rev. J. N. Carothers.

4th Sab. in May 
at Mt. Zion, 
Rev. S. R. Frierson.

1st Sab. in June 
at Bethel, 
Rev. R. S. Gladney.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer made his report, which was referred to Messrs. Stennis and Rogers as an auditing committee.

Report on Systematic Benevolence

Mr. Frierson from the Committee on Systematic Benevolence, made a report which was received and adopted, and is as follows, viz: “The Presbytery of Tombeckbee respectfully report to the General Assembly that the subject of systematic benevolence receives a large share of their attention, and that they regularly inquire as to the fidelity of their min​is​ters in the matter. In those churches where a system has been adopted, and the duty of giving to the cause of
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Christ duly presented, there the spirit of benevolence is enlarging, and gratifying results have followed. But, in other churches comprising all those that are vacant, and some which enjoy the stated means of grace, the cause being rarely, if ever presented from the pulpit, little or nothing has been done.”

The Committee further report on a paper referred to them, which paper is addressed to the Stated Clerks of Presbyteries, that they are not in possession of the statistics necessary to fill the blanks, and therefore recommend said paper to be placed in the hands of the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery, to be filled as best he can. All of which is respectfully submitted, 

S. R. Frierson, Chm.

Narrative

Rev. E. T. Baird, from the Committee on the Narrative made a report which was accepted and adopted, and is as follows, viz: “The Presbytery of Tombeckbee regret to report to the General Assembly that there have been no very special outpourings of the Holy Spirit, on our churches, during the past year. At the same time, we feel grateful to record that the at​tention on the means of grace has generally been good, and, that there has been a marked increase in many places-while special solemnity & an increasing seriousness are obser​vable in all of our churches which enjoy regular preaching. Great harmony prevails among us. But few cases of discipline have arisen. The observance of the Christian Sab​bath and the principles of temperance [are] good,
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among our people, while the usual vices are found to abound around haunts of dissipation and among the wicked. Our Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes are prosperous and in​ter​esting, and several new efforts of this kind have been inaugurated. While prayer meet​​ings are too much neglected in some of our churches, in other places they are con​ducted with great advantage. There is an increasing interest and liberality on the subject of ministerial support; while systematic benevolence does not receive its full share of atten​tion espec​ially among our vacant churches. Upon the whole, we observe an in​creased and more gen​eral spirit of benevolence. Our vacancies are too numerous, but all our vacant churches seem to be thirsting for the bread of life. One cause of dis​cour​age​ment arises from the fact that a large portion of our churches are destitute of houses of worship, while we are encouraged by the zeal of our people in erecting churches, several of which are now in progress. The attention to the religious instruction of servants is on the increase. In nearly all our churches, they enjoy the same advantages as the whites, while in many of them, they have the additional advantage of preaching for themselves besides. Among masters we can discover a greatly increased interest and feeling of res​ponsibility on this subject. In fine, while we have many reasons for self abasement and humility, we have also many causes of encouragement & thanksgiving.








Respectfully submitted, 








E. T. Baird, Chm.
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Presbyterial Conference

The Presbyterial Conference was held according to the standing rule. An Essay was read by Rev. E. T. Baird, on the Practical Duties of Ruling Elders; after which the roll was called to give the members an opportunity of giving their views. On motion of Rev. R. S. Gladney, Bro. Baird was requested to furnish his essay to the True Witness for publica​tion, and the Board of Publication was requested to issue it in tract form.

S. C. to Prepare Statistical Report

The Statistical Reports of the Churches were committed to the Stated Clerk, with instruc​tions to make out our Statistical Report therefrom, and to forward it to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.

Arrangements for Mr. Williamson’s Installation (See pp. 55, 65.)

At the installation of Bro. Williamson, Dr. Lyon was appointed to preach the sermon, Bro. Baird to deliver the charge to the pastor, and Bro. Frierson, to the people.

Treasurer’s Report Approved

The Auditing Committee made a report, recommending the approval of the Treasurer’s accounts-which recommendation was adopted.

Order on Treasurer

On motion of Dr. Lyon, the Treasurer was ordered to pay the Stated Clerk his salary, and pay the Commissioners’ Fund and all benevolent funds into the hands of the Commis​sioners to the General Assembly. The Treasurer, moreover, was requested to write to the de​linquent churches, urging them immediately to forward their assessment to our com​mis​sioners.

Mr. Carothers’ Installation

The installation of Bro. Carothers at Okolona, was fixed for Friday before the 5th Sabbath of April,
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instant. Dr. Lyon, Bro. Frierson and Bro. Gladney were appointed to attend to the same. For his installation at Fairview, Friday before the 5th Sabbath of July next was appointed, Brethren Baird, Peden and Gladney were appointed to attend the same.

Vote of Thanks

On motion of Elder James C. Rogers, Resolved, That this Presbytery express their grate​ful acknowledgement to the kind families of this church by whom they have been so hos​pi​tably entertained; and to the Methodist, Baptist, and Cumberland Presbyterian churches, for the use of their houses of worship.

Adjournment

After the reading and correction of the minutes, Presbytery adjourned to meet at Macon, on the Friday before the 1st Sabbath of July at 8 o’clock p.m. Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.





(signed)

M. Peden, Moderator.








S. R. Frierson, Clerk.








W. C. Mills, Assistant Clerk.





Attest:-


E. T. Baird, Stated Clerk.
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Macon, Miss.

 June 29, 1860.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church, according to adjourn​ment, at 8 o’clock p.m., and after a sermon by the Rev. S. R. Frierson, was called to order by the moderator. Opened with prayer.

Present:- Rev. Messrs. James A. Lyon, D.D., M. Peden, and S. R. Frierson.

Elders A. M. Dinsmore from Macon, R. R. Spann from Centre Point, J. C. Rogers, Stark​ville and Mayhew, & Scott Thompson from Mt. Zion.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock.









Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning,

8 o’clock.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes were read and approved. 

The Rev. E. T. Baird appeared and gave reasons of tardiness, which were sustained.

Case of Mr. R. B. Williamson (See p. 63.)

The subject of the installation of Mr. R. B. Williamson was taken up. Mr. Williamson, be​ing present desired to make certain statements to Presbytery. On motion of Dr. Lyon, leave was granted; and Presbytery proceeded to hear Mr. Williamson. After which it was resolved,

1. That the way is not clear to proceed with the ordination and installation
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of Mr. Robert B. Willamson, at this time.

2. That the calls of the united churches of churches of Macon and Centre Point, placed in the hands of Brother Williamson, at our regular meeting, be taken out of his hands.

Pending further consideration of the statement made by Bro. Williamson, he was on mo​tion of Rev. E. T. Baird, requested to name some church within our bounds to which he may be attached. Bro. Williamson named the Columbus Church. Whereupon the Session of that church was directed to enroll him.

Time of Stated Meeting Changed

On motion of Dr. Lyon, the standing rule appointing the time of the meting of Presbytery was suspended; and the next meeting of Presbytery was ordered to be held on the second Thursday before the first full moon in October.

        Took recess till after public worship.

Mr. Williamson’s Case Resumed (See p. 74.)

After recess, the following minute was adopted, viz: Whereas Mr. R. B. Williamson has stated to Presbytery that he was induced, under certain emergencies deemed by him pres​sing, to preach certain sermons of Dr. Wayland, without notifying his hearers that they were not his own, the error of which he has acknowledged and very much regrets: There​fore,

Resolved 1. That this Presbytery

[67]

regards the conduct of Bro. Williamson in this particular as a grievous offense, requiring the immediate action of this court.

2. Resolved, That Mr. Williamson’s license be withheld until the next regular meeting of Presbytery; when the subject of continuing his license will be considered and acted upon.

Adjourned to meet at Okolona, on the 2nd Thursday before the first full moon in October next. Closed with prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








M. Peden, Moderator.








S. R. Frierson, Temporary Clerk.






Attest:-

E. T. Baird, Stated Clerk.
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Okolona, Mississippi

October 18, 1860.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met, according to adjournment, in the Presbyterian Church, at 11 o’clock, a.m., and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, the Rev. M. Peden, from Psalm 48:12, 13. After sermon, the Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The following were present:

Ministers




Ruling Elders
J. N. Carothers
.



A. C. Morton, Okolona & Fairview.

M. Peden.




Wm. T. Baldwin, Columbus.

S. R. Frierson.




A. Y. Hanna, Bethsalem.

E. T. Baird.




S. W. Aston, Lebanon.

J. A. Lyon, D.D. (2).



Cecil Bardwell, Starkville & Mayhew.

R. S. Gladney (2).



T. J. Stribling, Carolina.







Wm. H. Simpson, Poplar Creek.







John Morris, Unity.

Mem.—The nos. indicate the


M. Robinson, Friendship.

day of the appearance of a member; 

A. White, Houston.

and how often a church had been

D. Love (2), Bethel.

unrepresented previously.


W. B. Cavanah (2), Mt. Zion.







D. G. Pilcher (1), Olney.

Absent,




Dr. John F. McLeod (2), Centre Point.

O. H. P. Smyth.



J. P. Witherspoon (2), Beersheba.

A. M. Dinsmore (2), Macon.

Churches not represented. Aberdeen; Bethany, 1; Louisville, 1; Hamilton; Pleasant Springs; Smyrna; Nazareth, 3; [and] Philadelphia, 3.
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The Rev. E. T. Baird was chosen Moderator, and Elder A. White, Temporary Clerk.

The Rev. A. H. Barkley, of the Presbytery of Knoxville [Tennessee]; the Rev. W. H. Sin​gle​tary, of the Presbytery of East Mississippi; and the Rev. Mr. Davenport, of the Primi​tive Baptist Church, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

The Rev. A. H. Barkley was requested to act as Reading Clerk.

         The Presbytery took a recess of one hour, for dinner.

After dinner, the minutes of the last stated meeting and the adjourned meeting, and the standing rules of Presbytery, were read.

Standing Committees

The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees:

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. J. N. Carothers and Elder A. C. Morton.

On Bills and Overtures—Rev. S. R. Frierson, Elders M. Robinson and C. Bardwell.

On the Narrative to Synod—Rev. M. Peden, Elders T. J. Stribling and John Morris.

Judicial Committee—Rev. W. H. Singletary, Elders A. Y. Hanna and A. C. Morton.

On Supplies—Rev. J. N. Carothers, Elders C. Bardwell and S. W. Aston.

On Minutes of the General Assembly—Rev. J. A. Lyon, Rev. A. H. Barkley, and Elder W. T. Baldwin.

On Assessment of the Churches—Elders
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W. H. Simpson, W. T. Baldwin, and C. Bardwell.

Excuses Rendered

The Churches were called on for their reasons for not being represented at former meet​ings of Presbytery. On motion, Carolina Church was excused, and the Friendship Church was not excused, for not being represented at our last meeting; and Houston Church was not excused for not being represented at the last meeting.

Elder D. G. Pilcher of the Olney Church appeared, and gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Com. to Visit Philadelphia Church

On motion of Rev. S. R. Frierson, the Rev. O. H. P. Smyth and Elder T. J. Stribling were appointed a Committee to visit the Philadelphia Church, and report as to its condition at our next regular meeting.

Mr. Aughey Received

A letter was received from the Presbytery of North Mississippi, dismissing Mr. John H. Aughey, a licentiate under their care, and recommending him to the care of this Presby​tery.

Circular Letter from Dr. Begg (See p. 83.)

A circular letter from the Rev. Dr. Begg of Edinburgh, Scotland, in reference to the ter​centenary of the Reformation, was read, and referred to the Committee of Bills and Over​tures.

Subjects Referred

The time for the free conversation, and for holding the Presbyterial Conference, and hear​ing the Presbyterial Sermon, was referred to the Committee on Devotional Exercises.
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Paper Referred (See p. 75.)

Rev. S. R. Frierson, from the Committee appointed to visit the Bethany Church, in ref​er​ence to Bro. Rosamond’s claims, made a report, which was accepted, and referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Mr. Aughey Called by the Olney and Poplar Creek Churches (See p. 73.)

Calls from the Churches of Poplar Creek and Olney, for the pastoral services of Mr. John H. Aughey, promising him $300 and $150 salary respectively, were received and found in order. It was understood moreover that a like call was expected from the Nazareth Church. In view of the wide extent of this field of labor, the sparseness of the Presbyter​ian population, and the weakness of these churches, Presbytery deemed it improper to est​ablish the pastoral relation, as the vows required of the respective parties by our Form of Government, are such as in this case it would be impossible for them to discharge. Therefore, on motion of Rev. J. N. Carothers, it was Resolved, That Presbytery regard the calls above mentioned as a sufficient ground for ordaining Bro. Aughey as an Evangelist; and that arrangements be made at this meeting for his ordination to that office, if the way be clear.

Letters from Mr. A. H. Mecklin, our candidate at Columbia Theological Seminary, and Rev. J. C. Baskin, our student on probation at the LaGrange College, were read, and laid on the table for the present.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Closed with prayer.

Friday morning,

9 o’clock.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read and corrected.

New Members

The Rev. James A. Lyon, D.D., Elders D. Love of Bethel Church, A. M. Dinsmore of Macon, John F. McLeod, M.D., of Centre Point, Wm. B. Cavanah of Mt. Zion, and J. P. Witherspoon of Beersheba, appeared, and gave reasons of tardiness, which were sus​tained.

Com. ad Interim Report

Dr. Lyon from the Committee ad Interim reported that no business had come before the committee, since the last meeting.

Mr. Carothers Installed (See p. 63.)

The Committees appointed to install Rev. J. N. Carothers over Okolona and Fairview Churches, respectively, reported that they had discharged that duty.

Mr. Kerr Received

A letter from the Presbytery of New Brunswick [New Jersey], dismissing Mr. J. W. Kerr, a candidate, and recommending him to the care of this Presbytery was read, whereupon, on motion of Dr. Lyon, Mr. Kerr was received under our care.

Supplies Report

The ministers appointed to visit vacant churches reported; from which it appeared that the orders of Presbytery had been substantially complied with.
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Commissioners to Gen. Ass. Reports

The Rev. E. T. Baird, our Commissioner to the General Assembly, made a full and satis​factory report of his attendance in that body. Mr. Scott Thompson, Ruling Elder, the al​ter​nate commissioner, by letter assigned his reasons for not attending, which were sus​tained.

Inquiry as to Visiting Vacant Churches (See p. 49.)

Ministers were called on to report, as to whether the order of Presbytery, recommending them to labor among the vacant churches during the summer, for at least one month, had been complied with; when it appeared that generally the Brethren had acted in accord​ance with the spirit of the recommendation.

Mr. Aughey to be Ordained (See p. 71.)

The subject of the ordination of Brother Aughey was taken up; when the Wednesday before the 1st Sabbath in November was appointed as the time, and Olney Church, the place for the ordination; and, on motion, it was resolved, That when Presbytery adjourn, it be to meet for that purpose, at the time and place above specified. John 3:7, last clause, was assigned Bro. Aughey, as the text for his trial sermon. The Moderator was appointed to preside and preach the sermon, Mr. Peden to deliver a charge to the people; and Mr. Frierson, the charge to the Evangelist. Messrs. Carothers and Smyth were appointed alter​nates to any of the brethren who may be absent.

Mr. Shive Liberty to Labor within Our Bounds
On motion of Mr. Carothers, Mr. R. W. Shive, a licentiate of the Presbytery of Tuscum​bia had permission to labor within our bounds until the next meeting of Presby​tery.
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Mr. Shive & Houston & Friendship Churches
Applications for the ministerial services of Mr. Shive from the Churches of Friendship and Houston, were received, promising him compensation at the rate of $400 each per annum. The request was granted.
Mr. Kerr and Unity & Beersheba Churches

Applications for the ministerial services of Mr. Kerr, from the Churches of Beersheba and Unity were received, promising him compensation at the rate of $400, and $125 per annum, respectively. On motion of Dr. Lyon, these requests were granted, and the South Western Advisory Committee of Missions was requested to grant to Unity Church the sum of $100, in addition to the amount raised in their own bounds for the support of the gospel.







Took a recess, for public worship.

Free Conversation

After recess, Presbytery proceeded to hold a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds. Before concluding, took a recess for dinner. After recess, Presbytery proceeded with the free conversation on the state of religion, and concluded calling the roll.

New Member

The Rev. R. S. Gladney appeared and gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Leave of Absence

Elder John Morris obtained leave of absence, after to-day.

Case of Mr. Williamson (See pp. 66, 79.)

The case of Mr. R. B. Williamson, whose license had been withheld until the present meeting was taken up; when, on motion of Rev. R. S. Gladney, it was, after much consul​ta​tion unanimously
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Resolved, That the license of Mr. Williamson be not restored to him; and that a Com​mittee be appointed to bring in a minute in reference to the matter. The Moderator appointed the Rev. Messrs. R. S. Gladney and J. N. Carothers, with Elders W. B. Cav​a​nah, D. Love, and J. P. Witherspoon, as said Committee.







Took recess, for public worship.

Report on the Case of Mr. Rosamond & Bethany Church (See p. 71.)

After recess, the Committee on Bills and Overtures, to whom had been referred the sub​ject of the claims of Mr. Rosamond against the Bethany Church, made a report through Rev. S. R. Frierson, which was accepted and adopted, and is as follows: The Committee on Bills and Overtures, to whom was referred the report of the Com​mittee appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery, to confer with the Church of Bethany on matters per​tain​ing to the Rev. J. Rosamond and the Church, begs leave to report the following:- Whereas, it appears from the admission of Bethany, that said church has been culpably remiss in discharging her pecuniary indebtedness to the brethren who have ministered to her, there being yet unpaid a balance of the amount promised to Rev. J. N. Carothers and to Rev. W. C. Emerson, as also a balance subscribed to Rev. J. Rosamond; Therefore, Resolved, 1st That the Presbytery has heard with regret, and mortification, of such delin​quency toward brethren who have preached unto her members, 
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the Word of Life. Resolved, 2nd That the following letter be addressed to said Church, viz:

To the Church of Bethany:-

Dear Brethren—

The Presbytery has heard with pain that Bethany Church is still remiss in paying her pe​cuniary dues to certain brethren who have formerly labored in the Lord in her behalf. Months and years have passed away, since these brethren labored among you. They were instant in season and out of season; they were often put to personal inconvenience in car​rying the Word of God to you; they incurred pecuniary expense in doing so, one of them so much as $60, being half of the compensation expected; they have suffered pri​va​tion in the labor of love and faithfulness to you. And now, Brethren, we put it to your consci​ences, as just and honorable men, if it is right that these brethren should go unpaid? Are you doing yourselves justice in this matter? And, in stinting them, are you not stint​ing your​selves? In depriving them of the temporal worldly maintenance which is their due, are you not depriving yourselves of spiritual supplies, and making lean your souls, if not your bodies? For it is written, “He that soweth sparingly shall also reap spar​ingly.” Is it not due the cause we all profess to love, fully and punctually, to discharge such pecuniary obligations? Has not the Presby-
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terian Church always acknowledged her duty to maintain her servants? Has she not been foremost in showing in this respect, to other denominations an example which they are laudably imitating? Is it not, therefore, due to the good name which we bear as Pres​byterians, to pay that which we owe to our faithful servants in the ministry? Besides all this, Dear Brethren, we beg you to call to mind the injunction of the Word of God on this subject. Is it written “that they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel.” With the Apostle of the Gentiles we ask, if these Brethren have sown unto you in spiritual things, is it a great thing if they shall reap your carnal things? But, Dear Brethren, these things we speak, not to shame you, but to stir up your pure minds by way of remem​brance. And we beseech you, in conclusion, to vindicate our good name, as well as your own, by taking steps at once to discharge these pecuniary obligations. “Now he that min​is​tereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness.”

Resolved, 3rd. That Mr. Shive be requested, at his earliest convenience, to preach at Beth​any Church, and read the foregoing letter from the pulpit.








S. R. Frierson, Chm.






       Took recess till after public worship to-night.

Rev. E. T. Baird & Teoc & Carrollton Chs.

After recess, a letter was received from the Presby​-
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terian Churches of Carrollton and Teoc in Carroll County, requesting Presbytery to grant the Rev. E. T. Baird leave to make arrangements to supply their pulpits for one year at the salary of $2500. On motion, this permission was granted.
Report Recommitted

Elder W. H. Simpson, from the Committee on the Assessment for the Commissioners’ fund, made a report, which, after several suggestions had been made, was recommitted to the same Committee.

Poplar Creek Ch. Recommended to Bd of Ch. Ex.

An application from the Poplar Creek Church for aid from the Board of Church Exten​sion to the amount of $200, to complete their house of worship, was read, and rec​om​mended to the favorable consideration of the Board.
Case of an Excommunicated Person

On motion of Rev. M. Peden, it was Resolved, That the session of Lebanon Church be al​lowed permission to restore Mr. Seth Bowen an excommunicated person, if in their judg​ment the way may be found clear.
Adjourned to meet at the Academy to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.








Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning,








9 o’clock

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer by Dr. Lyon. Minutes of yesterday were read and corrected.

Assessment

Elder Wm. H. Simpson, from the Committee
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on assessment for the Commissioners’ Fund, made a report, which was accepted; and after amendment was adopted, as follows, viz:


Beersheba

$5.00.

Houston
$5.00.

Columbus

30.00.

Friendship
10.00.


Bethsalem

  8.00.

Fairview
  6.00.

Aberdeen

20.00.

Bethany
  4.00.


Centre Point

10.00.

Lebanon
  5.00.


Poplar Creek

  4.00.

Starkville
15.00.


Pleasant Springs
  4.00.

Bethel

10.00.


Louisville

  3.00.

Mt. Zion
  5.00.


Olney


  4.00.

Mayhew
  6.00.


Macon


  4.00.

Nazareth
  4.00.


Unity


  4.00.

Hamilton
  5.00.


Okolona

  8.00

Smyrna
  4.00.


Carolina

  4.00

Total            $187.00.

Report on the Case of Rev. Williamson (See p. 74.)

Rev. R. S. Gladney, from the Committee appointed to report a minute in reference to the case of Mr. R. B. Williamson, made a report which was received, and after discussion was amended and adopted unanimously, as follows, viz: Whereas, The Presbytery of Tom​beckbee on the twenty-ninth (29th) of June, 1860, met at the installing Mr. R. B. Wil​liam​son, a licentiate received under its care from the Presbytery of Philadelphia, provided the way was clear, in compliance with a call from the Macon and Centre Point Churches, placed in his hands at the regular meeting of Presbytery held at Columbus, April 5th 1860, and accepted by him, and,
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Whereas, Presbytery did, on account of certain charges of plagiarism, attested by others and acknowledged by him, withhold his license until this meeting, and did place him as a member under the care of the Columbus Church; and, Whereas, He has failed to attend the present sessions of Presbytery, and has not in any form given us evidence of repent​ance for his conduct; and, Whereas, The said Williamson has exhibited a spirit of con​tum​acy, by exercising the functions of the ministry, as we have been evidibly informed, contrary to the injunction of Presbytery, and by failing to attend the present sessions of Presbytery without rendering any excuse, and at the same time asking for a dismission to another Presbytery; and, Whereas Presbytery is further satisfied, from his conduct and de​portment, that he is calculated to injure rather than benefit the Church of Christ; There​fore, Resolved, That this Presbytery by virtue of its authority as a court of Jesus Christ does hereby revoke his license, and directs the Church of Columbus to take up his case, and do in the premises, whatsoever they may deem most conducive to the interests of the church, and glory of God.

Presbyterial Sermon Preached

On motion of Dr. Lyon, the subject of the presbyterial Sermon about to be preached was changed from the subject assigned at our last meeting, to “The Dispensation of the Spirit.”

On motion, Presbytery repaired to the 
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church to hear the Presbyterial Sermon, which was preached on the subject above men​tioned, by the Rev. E. T. Baird.









Took recess for dinner.

Report on Supplies

After recess, Rev. J. N. Carothers, from the Committee on Supplies, made a report, which was adopted, and is as follows, viz: The Committee recommend that the earnest recom​mendation of Presbytery in regard to visiting vacant churches and destitute neighbor​hoods be carried out as far as the brothers may find practicable. And we deem it un​ne​c​es​sary to make any other special provision for the few vacant churches now on our roll.

Com. on Our Candidates

The letters of our candidates were taken up; and referred to a special Committee consist​ing of Messrs. Carothers, Peden and Love.

Mr. Love’s Report

Mr. D. Love, Treasurer of our Education Fund, made a report, showing a balance in his hands of $185.13.

Ministers’ Salaries

An inquiry was held as to the fidelity of the churches, in paying their ministers’ salaries when it appeared that Houston Church was in arrears to Rev. J. N. Carothers for several years, Friendship was in arrears to Mr. Carothers, $80, Macon was in arrears to Rev. E. T. Baird, $75, Bethsalem was in arrears to Rev. M. Peden, $15.

Report on Minutes of Gen. Ass.

Rev. Dr. Lyon, from the Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly, made a re​port which was accepted, and adopted, as follows, viz: The Committee appointed to ex​amine and
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and report upon the minutes of the General Assembly, report that they have complied with the duty, and would call the attention of presbytery to the following items, viz:
1. On p. 21, it is recommended that a week of prayer, the second week of January 1861, commencing on Monday of that week, be observed for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all flesh, the observance of which by the churches under our care, the presbytery rec​om​mend.

2. On the same page, the action of the General Assembly on the subject of the ball-room and the theatrical amusements, is recommended to the notice of our congregations and church sessions.

3. On p. 25, the last Thursday of February next, is set apart as an anniversary of special prayer for children and youth, particularly such as are collected in Academies, Colleges, and Seminaries of learning, the observance of which is recommended to the churches un​der our care.

4. On p. 30, the Assembly approve of the Board of Publication continuing to make grants of books to needy Sabbath schools, ministers, and feeble churches; to which the Presby​tery would direct the attention of the feeble churches in our bounds.

5. On p. 33, the General Assembly recommends to all their Presbyteries to incorporate the Board of Church Extension into our system of benevolence, as having equal claims with the other Boards of the Church; which the Pres-
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bytery approve, and recommend the same to their churches.

Your Committee take pleasure in saying that, as appears from the minutes of the Assem​bly, all our Boards are in a prosperous condition, proving the wisdom and efficiency of the scheme of systematic benevolence, the adoption of which the Presbytery earnestly urge upon all our churches.








Respectfully submitted,








James A. Lyon, Chm.

Report on the Tercentenary of the Reformation (See p. 70.)

Elder Cecil Bardwell, from the Committee of Bills and Overtures, made a report on the circular letter of Dr. Begg, in reference to the tercentenary of the Reformation; which was accepted and adopted, and is as follows: The Committee of Bills and Overtures to whom was referred the paper of Dr. Begg of Scotland report that the paper relates to the cele​bration of the first meeting of the General Assembly of Scotland. That meeting occur​red on the 20th of Dec’r 1560, three hundred years ago. And the paper anticipates that the 20th of December next, will be celebrated as the tercentenary of that event. Be​sides thanks​giv​ing & confession, it is expected that the attention of the people will be directed to the nature and inroads of popery. It is also recommended by the General Assembly of Scot​land, that the collections made on that day be devoted to the fund for the promotion of a Protestant Institute
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which shall be for the training of students in the distinctive principles of Popery and Prot​estantism and for a living memorial of our reformation from Popery. This Presbytery rec​om​mends that the 20th of December next be observed in accordance with the sugges​tions of the paper, and that ministers be requested to explain the principles and parts of the Scot​tish Reformation, stirring up their minds to the appropriate discharge of duty; and that, as circumstances justify, contributions be solicited from the people.

Next Place of Meeting

On motion, Presbytery proceeded to determine the place of the next meeting of Presby​tery, whereupon, Bethsalem Church was chosen.

Narrative

Rev. M. Peden, from the Committee on the narrative to Synod, made a report, which was adopted, viz: The Presbytery of Tombeckbee, in making its report to Synod on the state of religion in its bounds, would state, that though the reports that have come up from the churches do not warrant the belief that the people of God have enjoyed any very remark​able increase in religion, yet some progress is seemingly made, as is evinced in the fact that almost all of the churches report good attention to the preaching of God’s Word, that prayer-meetings have been kept up in many of them, as well as in the additions that have been made to their membership. Another pleasing evidence
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to relate of steady and growing zeal in our bounds is the attention paid to the instruction of the children and youth of the congregations in the catechism and Bible lessons—an efficient agency which God has blessed in connection with preaching of the Word, in training them for his service. This feeling is further evinced in many places, by the atten​tion given to the moral instruction imparted to the colored population connected with our congregations. The bringing in of the tithes into the storehouse of God has increased in many churches, which we deem as a favorable symptom of the progress of religion. We record, as a matter of gratitude to the Great Shepherd and Bishop of Souls, for his pre​​serving work over us, that it has pleased him to spare the lives of all our members. In con​​clusion, we would say that while there are many things in our churches over which we have to mourn, and which should humble us, yet there are other things which should in​spire in our hearts thanks to God, and induce us to take courage.








M. Peden, Chairman.

Presbyterial Conference

The Presbyterial Conference was held, according to the standing rule; when Rev. Dr. Lyon read an essay on the subject assigned him, “the Duties growing out of the Pastoral Relation,” after which the roll was called, and the members had an opportunity of expres​sing their views. 
Subject of Next Conference

On motion, Elder Cecil Bardwell 
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was appointed to deliver an essay at our next Confer​ence on “the Duties of the pastor to his People.”

Next Presbyterial Sermon
The Rev. J. N. Carothers was appointed to preach the next Presbyterial Sermon, on “The Necessity of a Divine Revelation.” Rev. S. R. Frierson was appointed his alternate, to preach on “The Sacred Canon.”

Standing Rules to Be Digested

On motion of Rev. S. R. Frierson, the Stated Clerk was directed to digest our standing rules, and have them printed and circulated among the churches.

Minute on Colporteur

On motion of E. T. Baird, (Mr. Gladney in the Chair), it was Resolved, That the Com​mittee ad Interim be charged with the duty of inquiring into the feasibility of employ​ing a colporteur within our bounds; and they have authority to employ one, if they find the way open without involving Presbytery. On motion of Rev. R. S. Gladney, the ministers were requested to lay the matter before their respective churches, and to report the result with​out delay to the Committee ad Interim.

On motion the Treasurer’s report was postponed until the next meeting of Presbytery.

Report on our Candidates

Mr. Carothers, from the Committee to whom the letters of our candidates had been refer​red, made a report, which was amended and adopted, and is as follows, viz: The Com​mittee to whom the papers and letters from our candidates were referred, report
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recommending that Rev. M. Peden be requested to apply to the benevolent individual who has generously undertaken to meet the college expenses of our candidate at La​Grange College, Mr. J. C. Baskin, and obtain his benefaction, and forward to our agent, Mr. D. Love, at least the amount of $85 for him, as soon as practicable. The Committee would also recommend that the annual allowance to be paid by this Presbytery to Mr. A. H. Mecklin, our candidate at Columbia Seminary be increased to $250.

Collections for Education to be Retained

On motion of Mr. D. Love, it was resolved that the collections in our churches for educa​tion be retained in our treasury to meet the scholarships of our candidates.

Commissioners Nominated

The Rev. M. Peden and Elder W. C. Mills were nominated as our Commissioners to the General Assembly; and Rev. E. T. Baird and Elder B. H. Shepherd, their alternates.





Presbytery took a recess till after public worship to-night.

Moderator’s Exhortation

After recess, the Moderator, according to our standing rule, delivered the usual exhorta​tion on the subject of systematic benevolence.

The minutes were read, corrected, and approved.

Vote of Thanks

On motion of Elder W. B. Cavanah, it was unanimously Resolved, That the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered the citizens of Okolona, for their kind and hospitable manner in which they have
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entertained the members of Presbytery, during their present sessions; and that this reso​lution be read from the pulpit by the Pastor on Sabbath morning next.

Presbytery having completed its business, adjourned to meet at the Olney Church, on the Wednesday before the 1st Sabbath in November. Concluded with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.






(signed) 
E. T. Baird, Moderator.








A. White, Temporary Clerk.






Attest:

E. T. Baird, Stated Clerk.








Olney Church, Choctaw Co.








Nov 1st, 1860.

Agreeably to adjournment, certain members of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee met at Olney Church, Choctaw County, Miss., on Wednesday before the first Sabbath of Nov​ember, at 11 o’clock. The meeting was opened with a sermon by Rev. E. T. Baird, the Moderator, from Rom 5:1-11. After sermon, the meeting was called to order, and was opened with prayer. Present, Rev. M.
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Peden, and E. T. Baird; Elders A. Y. Hanna, S. W. Aston, Wm. H. Simpson, D. G. Pil​cher.
No quorum being present, took a recess until 2 o’clock.

Mr. Aughey Examined (See p. 73.)

After recess, no quorum yet appearing, on motion it was Resolved, That we proceed to examine Mr. J. H. Aughey, on the parts of trial prescribed; and make report of the same to Presbytery, for their approval or rejection so soon as a quorum should appear. Where​upon, Mr. Aughey was examined in the arts and sciences, in the original languages of the Holy Scriptures, and in Natural Theology; and pending his examination in the Confession of Faith, took a recess till 7 o’clock.

After recess, Mr. Aughey was further examined in the Confession of Faith to the end and also in Church Polity and Discipline, and the Sacraments. Afterward, on motion of Rev. M. Peden it was unanimously Resolved, That the examinations of Mr. J. H. Aughey are entirely satisfactory to the members; and that report of what has been done be made by the Moderator to the Presbytery for their ratification or disapproval, whenever a quorum shall appear.

Adjourned to meet at the call of the moderator during the sessions of the Synod of Mis​sis​sippi, during the meeting, to commence 
[90]

at Shreveport, Louisiana, on the 17th day of January, 1861. Closed with prayer and the apostolic benediction.







E. T. Baird, Moderator.








M. Peden, Acting Clerk.






Attest:

E. T. Baird, Stated Clerk.

Thus far examined & approved in Synod at Shreveport, Jan’y 18th 1861.








M. Peden, Mod’r
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      Bethsalem Church, Winston County, Mi.








April 18th 1861

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to the Standing Rule. The opening sermon was preached by Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D., the Moderator, from Rom. IV.10, after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer.
The following ministers were present, viz: Rev. James A. Lyon, D.D., Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D., J. N. Carothers, S. R. Frierson, M. Peden and O. H. P. Smyth. Absent, Rev. R. S. Gladney. Elders present, J. W. Ervin from Starkville and Mayhew, James Moore from Bethsalem, Wm. H. Simpson from Poplar Creek, J. C. Hughes from Nazareth, Jno. F. Bryan from Olney, A. W. Peden from Smyrna, M. W. Peden from Friendship, W. F. Harwell from Pleasant Springs, (2)M. Montgomery, Lebanon; (2)A. M. Dinsmore from Macon, (2)D. Love from Bethel.

Rev. J. N. Carothers was chosen Moderator, and J. H. Aughey was requested to act as Temporary Clerk and R. W. Shive to assist him. The minutes of the last regular meeting of Presbytery were read. The Standing Rules were also read.

The Moderator appointed the following Committees. 
On Devotional Exercises—Rev. M. Peden & James Moore. 
On the Narrative—Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D., & James Ervin. 

On Systematic Benevolence—Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., & W. H. Simpson. 

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. M. Peden & J. C. Hughes. 

On Supplies—Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & W. T. Harwell.
On Minutes of Synod—Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D. & A. W. Peden.

On Statistical Report—Rev. S. R. Frierson & J. C. Hughes.

Judicial Committee—Rev. M. Peden & Jno. F. Bryan.

Presbytery took recess till after dinner.

After recess Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., presented to Presbytery the sum of ($100.) one hund​red dollars, a donation from the same gentleman who made like donations at the last five Spring meetings of Presbytery, to be appropriated to
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the education of Candidates under the care of this Presbytery which sum was placed in the hands of the Agent for that fund to be used as contemplated. 

A letter was received from Rev. J. Rosamond stating that the Unity Church had dis​charged their obligations to him, as their former Stated Supply and that the Beersheba Church has paid him $138. of the $150. promised.

A request was made by Rev. J. N. Carothers that Mr. R. W. Shive, a Licentiate under the care of Tuscumbia Pres., Ala., be permitted to continue to labour within our bounds for the next six months inasmuch as circumstances beyond his control make it necessary for him to make this request which was granted.

Some of the members of this Presbytery having met at Olney Church at the time ap​pointed, and having proceeded to examine Mr. J. H. Aughey thoroughly and carefully, re​ported their doings and recommended that his examination be sustained. Their report was approved and adopted.

Presbytery Resolved to hear the trial Sermon of Mr. Aughey on the text previously assigned him viz. John 1st & 7thv. as a part of trial prior to his ordination, which being heard the Sermon was sustained, and it was Resolved, that Presbytery sustain all his parts of trial as a whole preparatory to his ordination, and that Presbytery proceed to his ordi​na​tion tomorrow at 11 o’clock a.m. Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., was appointed to preach the Sermon—the Moderator to propose the Constitutional Questions and offer the ordina​tion prayer, and Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D., to deliver the charge to the Evangelist. 
Mr. R. W. Mecklin, a member of the Poplar Creek Church, and a student of Memphis Synodical Col​lege at LaGrange, Tenn., was introduced to Presbytery by Rev S. R. Frier​son, where​upon it was Resolved That Presbytery proceed to examine Mr. Mecklin
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with a view to take him under our care as a student seeking the gospel ministry. His ex​am​ination was satisfactory and he was received under the watchful care of this Pres​by​tery.





Presbytery took recess till after divine service to-night.

After recess, On motion of Dr. Baird the time for the Presbyterial Sermon & Conference was referred to the Committee on Devotional Exercises. Tomorrow at 9 o’clock was made the order of the day to hand in Church records.

The following parts of trial were assigned to Mr. A. Mecklin, student of theology at Columbia Seminary under our care.

For a Latin Exegesis “De resurrectione Corporis.”

For a Critical Exercise—1st Cor. XV.27, 28.

For a Popular Lecture—1st Pet. 1.3-9.

For a Popular Sermon—Rom V.1st v.

Rev. M. Peden was elected Principal Commissioner to the General Assembly and Rev. S. R. Frierson his alternate. Ruling Elder W. C. Mills was elected principal Commissioner and B. H. Shephard his alternate.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.









Closed with prayer.







Friday morning








9 o’clock

Presbytery met, was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read and cor​rected. 

After which the order of the day viz. Sessional Records were called for and the Moderator appointed the following Committees to examine them viz-

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D. & J. H. Ervin to examine the Records of Bethsalem, Friendship and Nazareth.

Rev. M. Peden & James Moore—Pleasant Spring & Poplar Creek.

Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D. & W. H. Simpson—Columbus, Fairview, Beersheba, Starkville and Mayhew.

Rev. S. R. Frierson & Jno. F. Bryan—Unity, Olney, Houston, & Bethel.

Presbytery ascertained that Philadelphia Church had become extinct, whereupon its name was stricken from the Roll of Churches.
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Mr. D. Love from Bethel Church appeared & rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness. 

Rev S. R. Frierson Chm. of the Committee previously appointed to look after a few Pres​by​terians in the vicinity of Cushman’s School House reported their number, their wishes & their prospects, whereupon that Committee was discharged, and the whole matter re​ferred to the discretion of the Session of Starkville Church—

The Stated Clerk, having been requested to collect and rearrange the Standing Rules of this Presbytery reported the following.

Rule 1. Every Church Session under the care of this Presbytery shall, present, at every stated Spring meeting of this body its Records, accompanied with a separate Statistical Report of the Church.

Rule 2. Any church wishing to employ a Stated Supply, shall make a written application for such supply, through the Presbytery, stating the Compensation promised.

Rule 3. This Presbytery views it contrary to the spirit of our Book, for any minister of the Presbyterian Church (O.S.) to live within our bounds more than 12 months without con​nect​ing himself Presbyterially with us.
Rule 4. At each stated meeting of Presbytery, a Presbyterial Sermon shall be preached on some doctrinal subject previously selected, by some member appointed thereto, ordinarily to be taken in alphabetical order.
Rule 5. At each stated meeting there shall be a Presbyterial Conference on some previ​ously selected subject of practical importance, which Conference shall be opened with a written essay, by some member appointed thereto.

Rule 6. The Treasurer of Presbytery shall report at every stated meeting, and shall hold funds subject to the disposition of Pres.

Rule 7. It is earnestly recommended to every church to take up collections or subscrip​tions, at least once a year
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for all the Benevolent objects connected with the Presbyterian Church, and this Presby​tery, at every Spring meeting will make inquisition into the fidelity of the churches in this respect, in order to make the required report to the Gen. Ass.

Rule 8. It shall be the duty of the Moderator, at some suitable time during every meeting of Presbytery, to bring the subject of Systematic Benevolence before the Presbytery, ex​horting both Ministers and Elders to fidelity on the subject.

Rule 9 (as amended, see p. 119). The Sessions of all the churches, which enjoy the stated ministrations of the word, shall be required to report at each Spring meeting, as their fidelity in paying the minister’s salary. 

Rule 10. Our vacant churches desiring occasional supplies shall make application to Presbytery therefore, stating how many appointments they desire, and what compensation they will give, and the ministers appointed to supply them shall report on this subject, at the next meeting.

Rule 11. At each stated Spring meeting, a Committee ad Interim shall be appointed, consisting of two ministers & one Elder to carry out the views of Presbytery in relation to Domestic Missions, Education and Church Extension, which committee shall report their doings semiannually.
Rule 12. The stated meetings of Presbytery shall be on the third day immediately pre​ceding the full moon of April and October in each year.

Rule 13 (see amendment on page 157). Churches not represented at any regular meeting shall be held accountable to Presbytery for such delinquency. And it is enjoined upon the Sessions to require their delegates to report to them of the doings of Pres. and their faith​fulness on their return from its meetings.

Rule 14. The Stated Clerk shall cause to be published in some suitable paper, abstracts of the minutes of each meeting of Presbytery.
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Rule 15. Every member of presbytery shall at each stated meeting contribute 50 cents to constitute a Contingent Fund.

Rule 16. The Stated Clerk shall receive twenty-five dollars annually (see also pages 157 & 203) for his services, to be paid at each Spring meeting.

Rule 17. These Standing Rules shall be read at the opening of every regular stated meet​ing of Presbytery.

The Treasurer of Presbytery was ordered to pay over to the Stated Clerk Ten dollars, the sum due him for his services.

The following Resolution was offered by Dr. E. T. Baird & adopted. Resolved That this Presbytery having learned that it is proposed to organize a new Presbytery west of us, does hereby give its consent to the organization of such Presbytery taking in that part of our boundary included in the Churches of Olney, Nazareth & Poplar Creek, provided the General Assembly shall determine to organize such Presbytery.

Pleasant Spring, Smyrna, and Nazareth Churches rendered reasons for not being repre​sented at the last meeting of Presbytery which were deemed satisfactory.
Dr. J. A. Lyon chm. of the Committee ad Interim reported that Poplar Creek & Olney Churches had applied for aid in supporting their minister to the amount of $200. which was granted them.

A Call for the Pastoral services of our Licentiate, J. W. Kerr was presented to the Pres​bytery through Dr. Lyon from Unity Church promising $200, and one from Beersheba, promising $400. for half his time. The calls being found in order were placed in the hands of Bro. Kerr for consideration.

Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D., tendered his resignation from the office of Stated Clerk, which was accepted, and the thanks of Presbytery tendered to him for the able and satisfactory manner in which he had discharged the duties thereof.

Rev. J. N. Carothers was then unanimously elected Stated Clerk of Presbytery.

Dr. Baird requested a Dismission to join the Presbytery of Central Mississippi
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which was granted, and the Stated Clerk ordered to furnish him the proper testimonials.

Presbytery proceeded to the ordination of Mr. J. H. Aughey as an Evangelist. Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., preached the ordination sermon from 2nd Thess. II.12th [v.]. The Moderator proposed the Constitutional Questions, and proceeded with prayer and the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery to set apart J. H. Aughey to the full work of the gospel ministry. Dr. E. T. Baird then delivered a charge to the newly ordained Evangelist and then took his leave of Presbytery.

The Committee on the Records of Pleasant Spring Church reported recommending their approval to page [no page is listed] with two exceptions

1st In the case of Mr. Moore who was suspended the Record does not show that he was sus​pended for contumacy and no other charge is proven (See Dis. Chap. IV. Sec. XXIII.)

2nd The meetings were not closed with prayer.

The Committees on the Records of Bethsalem, Friendship, Nazareth, Smyrna, Poplar Creek, Columbus, Fairview, Beersheba, Starkville, Mayhew, Unity, Olney, Houston, and Bethel reported, respectively, recommending their approval, all which reports were re​ceived and adopted.

M. Montgomery from Lebanon Church appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tar​di​ness.






Presbytery took recess for one hour.

After which, business was resumed. M. W. Peden and J. F. Bryan obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Pres.

The Narrative was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m.

Rev. S. R. Frierson was made chm. of that Committee in place of Dr. Baird dismissed & left.

A. M. Dinsmore appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The Committee to prepare a narrative presented the following, which was received and adopted. The report of the Pres. of Tombeckbee to the Gen. Assembly of the State of Re​ligion in our bounds must be brief.
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There have been no special outpourings of God’s Spirit upon any of our churches. A few are employing with unusual success, the means of grace—others enjoy but the occasional preaching of the word. Some of our vacant congregations have immediate prospect of forming the Pastoral relation, but some have no such prospect. Upon the whole it is a matter of regret that while the work of the Lord is prospering among us, still we can report but little progress since our last annual report. 
Presbytery took recess till after divine service tonight.

After which presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 










    Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning








9 o’clock

Presbytery convened and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read & corrected.

Bethel Church, in Lowndes County, was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery. 

Bro. J. W. Kerr having reported a qualified acceptance of the calls that had been placed in his hands, Presbytery Resolved to meet at Beersheba Church in Lowndes County, on Fri​day before the 2nd Sabbath in June next, then and there to examine Bro. J. W. Kerr upon all his proper parts of trial prior to ordination and that the 12th verse of the 4th Chapter of Acts be assigned to him as a subject for a trial sermon. And if the way is found to be clear that Presbytery proceed to his ordination either as a Pastor or an Evan​gelist as the Pres​by​tery shall determine. Rev. J. N. Carothers was appointed to preach the ordination sermon and to preside. Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., to deliver the charge to the Bishop & Rev. S. R. Frierson to deliver a charge to the people.
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The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported that the time fixed for the Presbyterial Sermon is 11 o’clock to-day and for the Conference immediately after it.

The Treasurer of Presbytery was requested to collect the Synodical tax from the Sessions of our Churches. 

The Agent of our Education fund reported that the amt. now in his hands is $161.80. which amount is insufficient to meet the liabilities of this Presbytery to that object. Whereupon it was Resolved, that our Agent be instructed to receive all money now in the hands of our Treasurer for Education, and all the contributions from Churches hereafter to be made to that object, till all demands against the Presbytery shall be liquidated, and to forward the money to our beneficiaries.
Reports on ministers’ salaries were called for, and it appeared that Okolona had paid up to the end of last year, that Fairview was in arrears for last year $110, that Columbus, Starkville, Mayhew, Poplar Creek, Nazareth, Beersheba & Unity had all paid promptly, that Pleasant Spring is arrears $120, that Louisville is arrears $80, that Carolina Church is in arrears, the amt. not known. 

Poplar Creek applied for one half the ministerial services of Rev. J. H. Aughey promising him $300. Nazareth and Olney also applied each for one fourth of his time, promising $150 each. Leave was granted.

A Committee ad Interim was appointed for the ensuing year consisting of Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., Rev. S. R. Frierson and Ruling Elder R. Barry.

Rev. J. N. Carothers preached the presbyterial Sermon from 2nd Tim. III.16 on the subject previously assigned him, viz: the necessity of Divine Revelation, after which Presbyterial Conference was held on “the duties of ministers to their people.”
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Elder C. Bardwell who had been appointed Essayist was not present. The Roll was called and members expressed their views on the subject.

The moderator delivered the address on Systematic Benevolence, according to a Standing Rule.





Presbytery took recess till after public worship to-night.

Bethsalem Church obtained leave to employ Rev. M. Peden one half his time at $300.

The following brethren were appointed to preach for our Commissioner during his ab​sence to the Gen. Assembly

Rev. J. H. Aughey—the 4th Sab in May at Lebanon.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth—the 1st Sab. in June at Bethsalem.

Bro. Shive—the 3rd Sab. in June at Bethsalem.

Bro. Kerr—the 4th Sab. of June at Lebanon.

Rev. M. Peden was appointed to visit Smyrna and administer the Sacrament the first Sab​bath in July.

The Committee to prepare a Statistical Report to the General Assembly presented their re​​port which was received, adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assem​bly.

Rev. J. N. Carothers (Bro. Peden in the chair) presented a petition signed by himself as Pastor of Okolona Church, to which he had procured the signatures of thirteen members of said church, praying to be released from his Pastoral obligations to that church and that the Pastoral relation existing between him and that congregation be dissolved. Where​upon, after sufficient investigation of the causes which led to this petition, the fol​lowing resolutions were adopted—
Resolved, That in view of the XVII Chap. of our Form of Government we do not feel
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authorized at once to dissolve the Pastoral relation, according to the request of the petitioners, yet the request shall be granted so far as that until the next regular meeting of this Presbytery the Pastor be released from his Pastoral duties towards the Okolona Church. When if the Church fail to appear by her Commissioner, to show cause why the relation should not be dissolved, then, and in that case, it shall be done.

Resolved 2nd. That the Church be and she is hereby cited to appear at Bethel Church in Lowndes County, Miss. on Thursday the 17th day of October next in pursuance of the above Resolution.






Presbytery took recess till after public worship.

The Treasurer presented his report which was received and approved. He was ordered to pay over $100 of the Commissioner’s fund to each of the Commissioners to the General As​sembly. 

Imputation was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Sermon and Rev. S. R. Frierson to preach it. “Sabbath visiting” was selected as the subject for Conference and Elder James W. Ervin appointed Essayist.

Presbytery passed a vote of thanks to the good people of Bethsalem congregation for their warm hearted hospitality. 

Presbytery having finished its business adjourned to meet at Beersheba Church in Lowndes County on Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in June next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, and the Apostolic Benediction.








J. N. Carothers, Mod.








J. H. Aughey, Tem Clk.






Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clk.
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                                                                           Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in June 1861

Rev. J. N. Carothers, the Moderator of Presbytery, met the congregation at Beersheba Church, according to the adjournment of Presbytery, and the Licentiate J. W. Kerr attended and reported himself ready for his examinations, preparatory to his ordination. There being no other members of Presbytery in attendance, nothing could be done in the premises.








J. N. Carothers, Mod.






Attest:

J. N. Carothers, S. Clerk

Approved thus far

Oakland College, Oct. 25, 1861

B. M. Palmer, Moderator of Synod

Note: The Records commencing on the next page are the minutes of the regular fall meeting of Presbytery held before the meeting of Synod. But the Book being required to go immediately to Synod from the place of meeting, the Stated Clerk had not time to transcribe them, hence they were not submitted to Synod for approval.







J. N. Carothers, S. C.
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           Bethel Church, Lowndes County, Mi.






          Thursday, 11 o’clock a.m., October 17th 1861

Presbytery met according to Standing Rule and was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. N. Carothers the moderator from Exodus III.3. After which Presbytery was constituted with prayer. The Roll was called and the following members were present viz—

Ministers



Ruling Elders


Churches
Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.


W. J. Dearing
        from
Okolona

Rev. M. Peden



W. T. Baldwin


Columbus

Rev. R. S. Gladney


Wm Hanna


Bethsalem

Rev. T. R. Frierson


A. C. Jennings


Bethel

Rev. J. N. Carothers


J. C. Rogers


Starkville & Mayhew






Jno. M. Peden


Friendship






A. M. Dinsmore

Macon






W. H. Simpson

Poplar Creek






S. J. Breckinridge

Pleasant Spring

Absent

Rev. A. H. P. Smith

Rev. J. H. Aughey

Rev. R. S. Gladney was chosen Moderator and Rev. J. N Carothers Tem. Clerk—







          Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock—








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met.—The minutes of the last meeting were read. The Standing Rules of Pres​bytery were read. 

Rev. A. H. Barkley through Dr. Lyon presented a certificate of dismission from the Presbytery of Knoxville, Tennessee and Rev. James Pelan from the Presbytery of West​ern Reserve [Ohio], whereupon they were examined and received as members of this Pres​bytery— Rev. A. H. Barkley was then appointed to assist the Tem. Clerk,

Rev. R. S. Gladney presented to Presbytery a Certificate of Licensure of Mr. S. H. S. Gallaudett from the Presbytery of Transylvania dated April 13th 1861. Mr. Gallaudett in​formed the Presbytery that he had written to Kentucky for a Dismission to put himself under the care of this Presbytery but owing as he supposed, to the state of the country he had received no answer. Then on motion of Rev. R. S. Gladney Mr. Gallaudett was re​ceived under care of this Presbytery. —
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Rev. R. S. Gladney gave satisfactory reasons for absence from the last stated meeting. Oko​lona and Columbus churches gave reasons for not being represented which were sus​tained. —

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D. and Rev. R. S. Gladney gave satisfactory reasons for absence from the adjourned meeting at Beersheba, and Rev. S. R. Frierson was excused.

The Moderator appointed the following committees viz—

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. A. H. Barkley and J. C. Jennings

On Narrative—Rev. S. R. Frierson and J. C. Rogers

On Bills and Overtures—Rev. M. Peden and A. M. Dinsmore

On Supplies—Rev. J. N. Carothers and Rev. M. Peden—
Rev. M. Peden our Commissioner to the General Assembly made his report which was approved. —

On motion of Rev. Mr. Peden the Moderator and Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., with Elders J. C. Rogers and W. J. Dearing were appointed a Committee on the state of the church. —

Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning








9 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. —The minutes of yesterday were read. 
The expenses of our Commissioner to the General Assembly being $119.60 which is $19.60 more than was placed in his hands, it was ordered that the balance, viz. $19.60 be refunded to him. —

A letter was read by Rev. J. N. Carothers from Rev. J. H. Aughey assigning reasons for absence from the present meeting which were sustained. 

A call from the Aberdeen Church for the Pastoral services of Mr. S. H. S. Gallaudett was presented and read, and after due deliberation Presbytery Resolved that it is inexpedient, under all the circumstances of the case, to place the call in his hands at present. —
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Mr. J. W. Kerr a Licentiate under our care, who was prepared for his examination at the adjourned meeting at Beersheba Church in June last, being present [,] Presbytery resolved now to proceed with his examinations upon all his proper parts of trial preparatory to his ordination. He was examined on Hebrew. Presbytery then took recess for ten minutes, and resolved to hear the trial sermon of the candidate immediately after recess. —

After recess Presbytery heard the trial sermon of Mr. Kerr. The Roll was called and the members made remarks upon it.
J. H. Love from Lebanon Church and E. B. Witherspoon from Beersheba Church appeared and rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

On motion of Rev. S. R. Frierson, Mr. S. H. S. Gallaudett was directed to continue to supply the Aberdeen Church till the next stated meeting of Presbytery—







Presbytery took recess till after dinner. —

After recess Presbytery convened and resumed the examination of Mr. Kerr. He was ex​amined on the Greek Language, Experimental Religion, Philosophy, Theology, the Sacra​ments, Ecclesiastical History and Church Government. The roll was then called and all his examinations were unanimously sustained, and Presbytery Resolved to proceed to his ordination sine titulo—and Rev. J. Pelan was appointed to deliver the charge. The Mod​erator then proposed the Constitutional Questions and proceeded by prayer and the laying on the hands of the Presbytery to set apart J. W. Kerr to the full work of the gospel min​istry as an Evangelist. Rev. J. Pelan then delivered the charge to the newly ordained Evan​gelist.
The following minute was then offered and adopted viz- The Okolona Church not having shewn any reason why the Pastoral relation between Rev. J. N. Carothers and that church should not be dissolved in accordance with the Resolution of Presbytery last spring  - Presbytery now finds the way clear to dissolve said Pastoral relation, and declare that church vacant. —Whereas the Pastor was released from his obligation to
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perform pastoral services in that congregation from and after the meeting of Presbytery in April last, it was intended and is now ordered that the salary of the Pastor cease at that time. — Rev. James Pelan was appointed to visit Okolona Church, at his earliest con​venience and declare the pulpit vacant.

Rev. J. N. Carothers and Rev. J. Pelan were appointed to visit Poplar Creek Church, and to take with them the Elders of Olney Church and spend a week with that people in​cluding the 2nd Sabbath in November. —

The united Churches of Bethel and Mount Zion having prosecuted a call before the Presbytery of Knoxville for the Pastoral services of Rev. A. H. Barkley, and he having accepted the same, this Presbytery resolved to attend to his installation in the afternoon of next Sabbath. Rev. S. R. Frierson was appointed to preach the sermon. Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., to deliver the charge to the Pastor, and Rev. J. Pelan to the people.  

Rev. S. R. Frierson requested to be excused from preaching the Presbyterial Sermon on this occas​ion. His request was granted and he was appointed to preach the Presbyterial Sermon at the next meeting on the same subject viz, “Imputation.” 

Presbytery then adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.








Closed with prayer. —








Saturday morning








9 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. A free conversation was held on the state of Religion within our bounds. 

Rev. J. W. Kerr and Elder E. B. Witherspoon were granted leave of absence from the re​maining sessions of this meeting. —

The “Committee ad Interim” reported that they had applied for and obtained from the South Western Committee of Domestic Missions at New Orleans, the sum of Fifty Dol​lars to aid the Bethany Church in the support of Rev. J. N. Carothers for six months from the first of June last, which Presbytery approved.

Aberdeen was chosen for the place for the next meeting of Presbytery. —

[107]

The Committee on Supplies reported that they find only two or three vacant churches on our list- that a supply has already been ordered for Okolona. That they would recommend that Rev. J. Pelan preach at Pleasant Springs and Smyrna between this and the next meet​ing of Presbytery. Which report was received and adopted.

The Treasurer reported that there were $100 in the hands of Mr. W. C. Mills of Commis​sioners fund and twenty Dollars for that object in the Treasury, and twenty eight dollars contingent fund- which report was received. —

Rev. R. S. Gladney from the Committee on the state of the church presented a paper as his report and Rev. J. A. Lyon from the same committee presented another. Both papers were received and the committee discharged. —

The Macon Church asked leave to employ the ministerial services of Rev. J. Pelan, prom​ising him $300 for one half his time for one year, which was granted. —

Mr. D. Love the agent in charge of the Education fund of Presbytery reported $292.40 as belonging to that fund, which he had loaned out as directed by Presbytery; about half of which he supposed could be collected at any time—which report was received and appro​ved. —

The Stated Clerk was instructed to write to our Beneficiary A. H. Mecklin, now with the army at Cumberland Gap, Tenn., directing him to repair immediately to the Seminary at Columbia, if he has not yet been mustered into the service of the Confederate States, and inform him that there are $125. in the hands of the agent subject to his order- which sum the agent was ordered to forward to him at Columbia upon his application. —

The Stated Clerk was directed to prepare a Statistical Report of Presbytery and forward it to Synod. —

Presbytery instructed the Stated Clerk to write to the South Western Committee of Do​mes​tic Missions at New Orleans, requesting

[108]

them to re-commission Rev. J. H. Aughey to labour within our bounds. — 

Presbytery then took up the unfinished business viz. the papers relating to the state of the church.
Rev. J. N. Carothers offered a resolution on the subject of declaring our adherence to the Confession of Faith &c and inviting other Presbyterian bodies to unite with us in forming a Southern General Assembly. —
On motion of Rev. J. Pelan all the papers relating to the state of the church were laid upon the table in order to consider one which he proposed to offer embodying the princi​pal points in all of them. He then offered the following which was unanimously adopted, viz— 
Whereas the late General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church held in Philadelphia in May 1861 passed certain Resolutions deciding upon the political rights and duties of all Presbyterians promising to do all that in them lies to strengthen [,] uphold and encourage the Federal Government- therefore 

Resolved that this Presbytery regard the action of said General Assembly in assuming to determine the political rights and duties of all its members, as a gross usurpation, its prom​ise to do all it can to strengthen, uphold, and encourage the Federal Government, was a departure from the government and spirit of the Presbyterian Church, and a virtual endorsement of the war, and also of all the wickedness and atrocities perpetuated by the functionaries of the Lincoln Government, against which they made no protest,- It was virtually uniting Church and State, and as such this Presbytery regards it a solemn duty to withdraw from all fellowship with the said General Assembly—
Resolved 2nd. That we will cooperate with the Presbyterians within the limits of the Con​federate States in the formation of a General Assembly to be called the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate States of America to meet at Augusta, Geor​gia on the 4th day of December next, 
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and that we cordially invite all Presbyterians who are likeminded with us to unite with us in forming said General Assembly.

Resolved 3rd. That we now proceed to elect Commissioners to represent us in said Gen​eral Assembly. —

Rev. Jas. A. Lyon, D.D., was elected Principal Commissioner and Rev. J. N. Carothers his alternate- And Elder W. H. Simpson principal and Elder B. H. Sheppard his alternate. 

Rev. R. S. Gladney offered the following Resolution, which was adopted viz. Resolved that this Presbytery recommend to the Southern General Assembly to take such action in reference to church property as will secure to the Southern Presbyterian Church a legal title to all property which they now or may hereafter hold within the limits of these Con​fed​erate States.

On motion, owing to the peculiar circumstances, the Moderator was excused from de​livering the address on Systematic Benevolence—

The Committee on the Narrative made their report which was adopted and is as follows viz. It cannot be said that any of our churches have enjoyed a special revival of Religion. Indeed on the contrary there has possibly been owing to the State of the Country, an ab​sence of those refreshing seasons of grace, with which in times past, our churches have been so frequently visited. The State of the Country has doubtless had an affect [sic] upon the State of Religion. As was to be expected, these perilous times have had the effect of trying and sifting our people. Some have gone out from us who it appears were not of us. Many of our congregations have been diminished. Still some of our brethren report that their congregations have not decreased, that the void created by the drafts of war has been filled by the interest on matters produced by the crisis through which we are passing. The perils of the times and the signal providences of God have called the attention of many men of the world to the great doctrine of Providence and made them feel their depend​ence upon God and have induced many who were not in the habit of doing so
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to attend at the house of God where prayer is wont to be made on behalf of the country. There has been no falling off in the use of the appointed means of grace. The stated preach​ing of the word, prayer meetings, Sabbath schools, Bible classes, in short, all the means heretofore constituting the machinery of the church are in operation.- Owing to the pressure of the times, our annual contributions of money have fallen off. The children and servants continue to receive a share of attention and labour. One feature to be noticed as characterizing the times is the organizing and sustaining the bounds of most of our churches, prayer meetings having special reference to the state of the country, to the gov​ern​ment of these Confederate States, and in behalf of our Rulers and Armies. — In con​clus​ion, from all that we can see the dire judgments which the God of Heaven has al​lowed to come upon us, is working and will work the peaceable fruits of righteousness to the praise of his Holy name.








—S. R. Frierson, Chm.

The thanks of Presbytery were tendered to the good people of Bethel Congregation for their hospitality &c—

Presbyterial Conference was omitted, and the same subject, viz “Sabbath visiting” con​tin​uing and Elder James Ervin reappointed Essayist- 

The Treasurer was ordered to pay over to the Commissioners to the General Assembly so much as shall be found necessary to defray their expenses as such—

The minutes were read, corrected, and approved.





Presbytery adjourned till 2½ o’clock p.m. on tomorrow.








Sabbath afternoon








2 ½ o’clock

Presbytery proceeded to the installation of Rev. A. H. Barkley as Pastor of the united churches of Bethel & Mount Zion. Rev. S. R. Frierson preached the sermon. Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., was excused on account of indisposition from delivering the charge to the Pastor and that part of the service was performed by Rev. J. N. Carothers
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and Rev. J. Pelan delivered a charge to the people.
Presbytery having finished its business adjourned to meet at the Presbyterian Church in Aberdeen on Thursday the 10th day of April next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing and prayer and the apostolic benediction.








R. S. Gladney, Moderator








J. N. Carothers, Tem. Clk.






Attest: 

J. N. Carothers, S. C.








Aberdeen, Miss








April 10th 1862.

Presbytery of Tombeckbee met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. Pelan from 1 John V:10th [v.]. After which it was constituted with prayer by the Moderator.
The Roll being called the following members were present, viz:

Ministers. Rev. M. Peden, J. N. Carothers, R. S. Gladney, S. R. Frierson, J. H. Aughey, A. H. Barkley, Jas. Pelan, & J. H. Kerr.

Absent. Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., and O. H. P. Smyth.

Elders present.




J. Thompson 

from Bethsalem Church




T. L. Carothers 
from Houston Church




J. M. Becket

from Aberdeen Church




J. C. Rogers

from Starkville & Mayhew




D. Love

from Bethel & Mount Zion




J. White 

from Okolona




M. W. Peden

from Friendship




J. M. Dowdle

from Unity




E. B. Witherspoon
from Beersheba




J. Collins

from Lebanon

Churches not represented
Columbus 

Fairview
Olney





Louisville

Hamilton
Macon





Poplar Creek

Nazareth
Centre Point





Pleasant Spring
Carolina
Smyrna





and Bethany.
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Rev. A. H. Barkley was chosen Moderator and Rev. J. Pelan Tem. Clerk, and Elder T. L. Carothers appointed Asst. Clerk. The minutes of the last meeting were read. The Standing Rules were also read.

Fairview Church, through her Pastor and Hamilton, through her Stated Supply assigned reasons for not being represented at the last meeting which were sustained. Unity, Hous​ton, and Aberdeen also gave reasons, which were sustained.

Elder J. M. Becket was appointed a Committee on Dev. Exercises.

Rev. Joseph Bardwell of the Presbytery of Nashville, being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The Moderator announced the following Committees

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. S. R. Frierson, Elders E. B. Witherspoon & Jas. M. Dowdle.

Judicial—Rev. R. S. Gladney, Elders John Thompson, T. L. Carothers and Jas. C. Ro​gers.

On Supplies—Rev. M. Peden, Elders Jas. White & J. Collins.

On Narrative, J. H. Kerr, Elder J. M. Beckett.
On Sessional Records

On Columbus, Fairview & Bethany—Rev. M. Peden, Elders T. L. Carothers, J. M. Becket.

On Bethsalem, Houston, & Bethel—Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elder Jas White.

On Starkville, Mayhew and Okolona—Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elders Peden & Collins.

On Unity, Beersheba & Friendship—Rev. J. H. Aughey & Elders Love & Rogers.

On Aberdeen & Lebanon—Rev. R. S. Gladney & Elder Jas. M. Dowdle.

Leave of absence was granted to Jas. White till Saturday.
Rev. J. N. Carothers from the Committee appointed to visit Poplar Creek Church made a report which was satisfactory and the committee was charged.

A Letter was read from Elder W. H. Simpson, one of our Commissioners to the Gen. As​sem​bly at Augusta presenting his report, which was satisfactory. [in another hand, these words are added: “And the reasons assigned for the church not being represented were sustained.”]
The Call from the Church at Aberdeen, which was postponed 
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at the last meeting, was taken up and considered; and on motion it was placed in the hands of Mr. H. S. Gallaudett, who immediately signified his acceptance thereof—and his examination preparatory to his ordination was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning.
Rev. S. R. Frierson was excused from preaching the Presbyterial Sermon. The hours of meeting were fixed at ½ past 8 a.m. and ½ past 2 p.m. and of adjournment at 12 m. and 5 p.m. 

Presbytery adjourned.









Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, April 11th







½ past 8 o’clock

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

A letter was received and read from Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., assigning reasons for absence, which were sustained.

Presbytery Resolved to hold a prayer meeting, in reference to the State of the Country each afternoon during its sessions at ½ past 4 o’clock.

Leave of absence was granted to Elder J. M. Becket for the remaining sessions of Pres​by​tery, and Rev. R. S. Gladney was placed on the Committee of Devotional Exercises in his stead.

Presbytery then proceeded to the order of the day viz: the examination of Mr. Gallaudett on all the subjects required by our Book. After some progress the examination was arres​ted for some other business.

A letter was read to Presbytery by the Stated Clerk from Rev. J. H. Gray, D.D., Sec. of the Com. of Education propounding certain questions in reference to our Candidates for the ministry, which the Stated Clerk was directed to answer. He also read a letter from Mr. A. H. Mecklin, a candidate under our care, whereupon Presbytery directed him (the Stated Clerk) to unite Mr. Mecklin a fraternal letter assuring him of our continued regard, and requesting him if practicable to repair to the seminary, at the opening
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of the next session, and inform him that the sum of $125 is still in the hands of our Agent D. Love, awaiting his order.

Mr. R. W. Shive a Licentiate under care of the Presbytery of Tuscumbia presented a Cer​ti​ficate of Dismission from that Presbytery and was received under our care. 

Rev. S. B. Sykes of the Methodist Episcopal Church being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The examination of Mr Gallaudett was resumed and after some farther progress Presby​tery took recess till after public worship.

After which Presbytery met, and proceeded with the examination until Presbytery took recess.








½ past 2 p.m.

Presbytery met. Rev. M. Peden and Elder J. C. Rogers were appointed a Committee to assess the Churches to raise the amount of fifty dollars for Commissioner’s fund in addi​tion to the amount on hand for that object.

Elder T. L. Carothers was appointed on the Committee on the Narrative in place of J. M. Beckett absent.

A free conversation was then had on the state of religion within our bounds, after which the examination of Mr. Gallaudett was resumed, and having passed over all the pre​scribed ground and examined him upon all the several parts of trial, the Roll was called and his examinations unanimously sustained. Mr. Gallaudett having delivered a trial ser​mon before the Presbytery on a former occasion, it was also sustained as a part of trial and presbytery resolved to ordain him and install him Pastor of Aberdeen Church. That service to commence on Sabbath afternoon at 3 o’clock. Rev. R. S. Gladney was appoin​ted to preach the sermon, Rev. M. Peden to deliver the charge to the Pastor and Rev. J. Pelan to deliver the charge to the people. 

Presbytery then attended to the prayer meeting and then adjourned till tomorrow 8 ½ o’clock a.m.








Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning, April 12th 








8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met—was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

On motion of Rev. M. Peden the Standing rule of Presbytery requiring each member to pay fifty cents at each meeting for the Contingent Fund, was so altered as to make it twenty five cents each.

Rev. R. Henderson of the Presbytery of Chickasaw being present was invited to sit as a cor​responding member. Brother Henderson then applied for permission to labour within our bounds and to organize a church at Shuqualak, if the way be clear. His request was granted, and Elder A. M. Dinsmore of Macon was appointed to assist in the organization.

The Committee ad Interim was instructed to apply to the Committee of Domestic Mis​sions at New Orleans for such aid as they may find necessary to sustain Rev. R. Hen​derson in the churches of Smyrna and Pleasant Springs, and such other places as may be connected therewith.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., Rev. S. R. Frierson and Elder R. Barry were reappointed Com​mittee ad Interim for the ensuing year.

The Committee on the Assessment of Commissioner’s Fund made a report which was received & adopted and is as follows- 

Bethsalem 
$2.50.

Bethel

$3.00.

Louisville 
$1.25.

Columbus
  7.00.

Aberdeen
  3.00.

Okolona
  2.00.

Friendship
  2.50.

Fairview
  1.50.

Lebanon
  1.50.

Houston
  1.30. 

Carolina
  1.00

Poplar Creek
  1.50.

Mount Zion       2.00.

Mayhew
  2.00.

Starkville           4.00.

Nazareth 
  1.00.

Hamilton
  1.00.

Macon

  1.00.

Centre Point
  1.00.

Smyrna
  3.00.

Bethany
  1.00.

Pleasant Spring 1.50.

Olney

  1.50.

Beersheba
  1.50.

Unity
 
  1.25.


            16.00

                      $13.75

          $20.25



13.75






20.25






          $50.00

Rev. R. S. Gladney was appointed to preach the next Presbyterial Sermon—Subject: “The Providence of God.”
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The Presbyterial Conference was dispensed with on this occasion owing to the absence of the Essayist and the pressure of business, and the following was chosen as the subject for next Conference, “Does the justice of a cause insure its success?” And Rev. S. R. Frier​son was appointed Essayist.
Starkville was chosen as the place for the next meeting.




        Presbytery took recess till ½ past 2 o’clock this afternoon.








Afternoon 








½ past 2 o’clock.

Presbytery met. The Committees on Sessional Records made their several reports which were received, adopted and ordered to be put upon the records respectively.
The Treasurer of Presbytery made his report which was received and approved.

Rev. J. N. Carothers was elected Principal Commissioner to the General Assembly and Rev. R. S. Gladney his alternate. Elder T. L. Carothers was elected Principal Commis​sioner and Jas. C. Rogers his alternate.

The Report on the Narrative was read and approved and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly.

Rev. J. W. Kerr was excused from further attendance on the meetings of Presbytery dur​ing its remaining sessions.

The Standing Rule requiring an address from the Moderator on Systematic Benevolence was suspended.

The second Saturday in May was set apart and recommended to our churches as a day of fasting and prayer in reference to the state of our country.

Leave was granted to the Houston Church to employ Rev. J. N. Carothers one fourth of his time—to the church of Lebanon & Bethlehem to employ Rev M. Peden each half his time—and to Friendship & Okolona to employ Rev J. Pelan each one half his time.

Presbytery directed that our Commissioners to the Gen. Assembly be commissioned to meet the General
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Assembly, wherever the Moderator of the last Assembly may call that body to meet. And that the Treasurer of Pres. be instructed to pay over to the Commissioners any funds in his hand collected for that object and to make special effort to collect from the churches their assessment.
The Committee on Supplies made the following report which was adopted—viz: That Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., 
preach at Macon 

one Sabbath at discretion.

Rev. A. H. Barkley 

preach at Centre Point 

         “

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

preach at Nazareth


         “

Bro. Shive


preach at Olney

                     “ 

Rev. M. Peden


preach at Poplar Creek

         “

Messrs Pelan & Gladney to supply the pulpits of our Commissioner to the Assembly.

After the usual vote of thanks to the citizens of Aberdeen for their hospitality, and to the several denominations for the use of their houses of worship. 

Presbytery proceeded to read and correct the minutes, which being done Presbytery ad​journed to meet Sabbath afternoon at 3 o’clock to attend to the ordination and installation of Bro. Gallaudett.








Closed with prayer.








Sabbath afternoon








3 o’clock.

Presbytery met and attended to the solemn service appointed for this hour. Rev. R. S. Gladney preached the sermon. The Moderator presiding, proposed the Constitutional Ques​tions, offered the ordination prayer &c. Rev. M. Peden charged the Pastor & Rev. J. Pe​lan, the people. And Mr. S. H. S. Gallaudett was duly set apart to the full work of the gos​pel Ministry and installed Pastor of the Aberdeen Church.
Presbytery having finished its business adjourned to meet at Starkville on Thursday be​fore the full moon in October next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer & the Bene​dic​tion.








A. H. Barkley, Mod.








J. Pelan, Tem. Clk.






Attest-
            J. N. Carothers, Std. Clk.
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Starkville, Mississippi








Oct 2nd 1862

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with a ser​mon by Rev. A. H. Barkley, Moderator from Acts XX.28. Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The following members were present.

Ministers—J. A. Lyon, D.D., J. N. Carothers, J. Pelan, J. W. Kerr, A. H. Barkley, S. H. S. Gallaudett, S. R. Frierson, O. H. P. Smith, and M. Peden.

Ruling Elders present:

R. Barry from Columbus church


W. Hannah from Bethsalem


T. L. Carothers from Houston


M. W. Peden from Friendship


W. H. Simpson from Poplar Creek


A. W. Peden from Smyrna


S. W. Aston from Lebanon


A. M. Carothers from Starkville & Mayhew

Churches not represented- Bethel & Mount Zion*, Louisville*, Okolona*, Pleasant Springs*, Fairview*, Olney, Hamilton, Macon, Nazareth, Unity, Centre Point, Beersheba, Carolina, Aberdeen & Bethany.   * Afterwards represented.

Rev. A. H. Barkley was chosen Tem. Clerk and Rev. J. W. Kerr Moderator. 

The Rev. David Presley of the Associate Reformed Synod & Rev. J. Bardwell of Nash​ville Presbytery, being present were invited to sit as corresponding members.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of the last meeting were read & also the Stand​​ing Rules. 

Elders A. W. Peden from Smyrna Church & D. Love from Bethel and Mount Zion ap​peared & rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

The Moderator announced the following committees—

On Devotional Exercises 

Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elder A. M. Carothers

On Narrative to Synod

Rev. J. Pelan & Elder W. Hannah

On Bills & Overtures


Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & Elder R. Barry

On Judicial business


Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D. & Elder T. L. Carothers

On Supplies



Rev. M. Peden & Elder W. H. Simpson

On Minutes of Gen. Assembly
Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elder S. W. Aston
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Rev. O. H. P. Smyth gave reasons for absence from the two last meetings. For the first his reasons were sustained & for the last he was excused. The Columbus Church was ex​cused for not being represented at the last meeting—and also the Fairview Church, and, Smyrna Church, and the reasons for Louisville Church were sustained.

Our Commissioners to the last Assembly made their report which was received and their fidelity approved.

Elder R. Maxwell from Fairview Church appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Rev. J. N. Carothers offered the following resolution which was unanimously adopted viz: [Standing Rule 9th] Resolved, That the Standing Rule requiring the churches to report to Presbytery “once a year” on the subject of paying the minister’s salary be so altered as to require that report at each Spring meeting.
A letter was read from R. W. Shive requesting a transfer from this Presbytery to the Chickasaw Presbytery, which was granted and the Stated Clerk directed to furnish him the proper testimonial—another matter contained in his letter viz. the delinquency of Hous​​​ton & Friendship Churches in paying his salary was referred to a special committee consisting of Rev. M. Peden, Rev. J. Pelan, & Rev. S. H. S. Gallaudett, with Elders R. Barry & D. Love., and also the Churches of Okolona and Pleasant Springs, reported as de​linquent, were referred to the same committee.
Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o’clock.








Closed with prayer.








Friday morning








9 o’clock

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. Elder B. H. Sheppard from Okolona Church appeared and after giving his reasons for tardiness, he was excused.

The Presbyterial tax was called for and ordered to be paid to the Treas.

The Stated Clerk reported that he had discharged the duty assigned him in regard to corresponding with our Candidate, A. H. Mecklin, and that he is present, ready to state his views & wishes in relation to returning to the seminary &c.
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Whereupon Mr. Mecklin reported to Presbytery that he desired to continue his studies, and to be licensed at as early a period, as to the Presbytery might appear to be expedient. On motion his case was referred to a committee consisting of Rev. J. N. Carothers, Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., and Elders B. H. Sheppard and W. Hannah.
Rev. R. Henderson of the Chickasaw Presbytery, being present was invited to sit as a cor​responding member.

The committee to whom was referred the claims against delinquent churches reported. In the case of the Pleasant Springs Church, we find there is due to Rev. O. H. P. Smyth the sum of one hundred dollars, and recommend that Presbytery enjoin on said church to pay it as promptly as possible. In reference to the claim of R. W. Shive against the churches of Houston and Friendship, the committee recommend that he present them to the Dea​cons, believing that they will be equitably adjusted. We find the Okolona Church is due Rev. J. N. Carothers one hundred and forty five dollars and 81/100. on call for pastoral services up to the middle of April 1861, and recommend that said claim be paid without further delay, which report was received & adopted.

Houston was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.






Presbytery took recess until after public worship.

After which Presbytery resumed business. 

Presbyterial Conference was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock this afternoon.

A free conversation was then held on the State of Religion within our bounds. Presbytery then took recess till 3 o’clock.








3 o’clock.

Presbytery met. Presbyterial Conference being the order of the day, an essay was read by Rev. S. R. Frierson—Subject “Does the justice of a cause insure its success?” which was discussed at some length by the members.

Elder B. F. Smith from Louisville church appeared and gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., gave reasons for not complying with the order of Presbytery to supply Macon church, which were sustained.
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Rev. O. H. P. Smyth was excused for failing to preach at Nazareth Church and Rev. M. Peden was excused for not visiting Poplar Creek Church and Rev. J. Pelan was excused for not supplying the pulpit of our Commissioner to the Gen. Assembly, according to their respective orders from Presbytery.
Elder W. H. Simpson offered the following resolution which was unanimously adopted viz- Resolved, that at the opening of each morning session, the first half hour be spent in social prayer for our soldiers, and our afflicted country.—
Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning 8 ½ o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning








8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. The preceding minutes were read. 

Supplies

The Committee on Supplies made the following report, which was adopted, that
Rev. A. H. Barkley supply Macon & Centre Point one Sabbath each at discretion,

Rev. R. S. Gladney preach one Sabbath at Okolona at discretion

Rev. J. N. Carothers hold a meeting at Poplar Creek, and

Rev. S. R. Frierson preach at Olney one Sabbath at discretion.

Rev. R. S. Gladney appeared, gave reasons for tardiness and was excused.

Rev. J. H. Bryson of the Associate Reformed Church being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The Committee to whom the case of our candidate, A. H. Mecklin was referred reported, recommending that Presbytery proceed at this meeting to examine him on all his parts of trial with a view to his licensure, if the way be clear, regarding it an extraordinary case, and that whether licensed or not, he be enjoined to return to the Seminary, if practicable, and spend another year, and that suitable provision be made for defraying his expenses if he should return—which report was received and adopted.

Rev. S. H. S. Gallaudett was appointed to preach the next Presbyterial Sermon, on “Im​putation.” “Sabbath visiting” was chosen as the subject for next conference, 
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and Rev. R. S. Gladney appointed Essayist. 
The committee appointed to prepare a narrative to Synod made their report which was received and adopted, and is as follows—“During the past year, the history of our church has been one that has severely tried the faith of God’s people. The dark cloud of war has enveloped our country. Many of our homes have been desolated, and many who were pillars in the church of Christ have either been taken away by death, or are absent in the field of strife. In some of our churches, the loss of friends has led to increased serious​ness; and we are pleased to find an increased spirit of prayer and dependence on God. Many of our churches maintain weekly prayer meetings; Sabbath schools have been sus​tained as well as could be expected. In many of our churches, the contributions for benev​olent objects are greater than formerly; and in some of our churches God has given cheer​ing indications of his presence. A number have been added to the church, and others are inquiring the way to Christ. Increasing attention to the colored people is being man​ifested among us—Yet with all these causes for thankfulness, we have still much to regret. There is not that dependence on God in view of our difficulties, that should dis​ting​uish us. The great agency of the church, as the light of the world, and its conservative power on our nation & people is not fully felt. As the church is passing through the furnace of affliction and temptation, we need more faith in God and more of the spirit of prayer.”
The following Committees were appointed to conduct the examination of the candidate for licensure-viz: Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., on Hebrew, Rev. R. S. Gladney, on Latin & Greek and the Sciences, Rev. J. N. Carothers on Natural and Revealed Theology, Rev. M. Peden, on the Sacraments and Church Government, Rev. A. H. Barkley, on Church History. 

Rev. R. S. Gladney preached the Presbyterial Sermon on “the providences of God.” 







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.
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2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. The Committee appointed to assess the churches for Commissioner’s fund made their report which was received, adopted, and is as follows.

Columbus  
$21.
Starkville 
$12.
Aberdeen
$10. 
Bethel

$10.

Bethsalem
    8. 
Smyrna 
    8.
Beersheba
    8.
Okolona               6.

Friendship
    8.
Mayhew              6.
Mount Zion         6.
Pleasant Spring    5.

Fairview
    5.
Houston
    5.
Poplar Creek
    5.
Louisville
     4.

Olney

    4.
Unity

    4.
Lebanon
    4.
Hamilton
     3.

Carolina 
    3.
Nazareth
    3.
Centre Point        3.
Bethany
     3.

Making the sum of one hundred and fifty four dollars.

Presbytery proceeded to the examination of A. H. Mecklin. He was examined on Hebrew, Greek and Latin and the sciences, and his examination thereon was sustained.







Presbytery took recess till ½ past 7 o’clock.








7 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met. The following paper was presented by Rev. S. R. Frierson from the Com​mittee ad Interim and adopted, Whereas the Presbytery at its last sessions instructed the Committee ad Interim, to apply to the Committee of Domestic Missions for such aid as they might deem necessary to sustain Rev. R. Henderson in the Churches of Smyrna and Pleasant Springs, and such other places as may be connected therewith—which order failed to come to the knowledge of the Committee. Therefore, Presbytery now instruct the Committee ad Interim to apply for $125. for the last six months, and a like sum for the next six months to sustain Rev. R. Henderson in the above named field.
Presbytery adjourned till Monday morning 8 o’clock.









Closed with prayer.








Monday morning








8 o’clock.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of Saturday were read & cor​rected.

Rev. J. Pelan & Elder B. H. Sheppard obtained leave of absence from the remaining ses​sions of Presbytery.

Owing to peculiar and pressing circumstances, the following members were on motion excused from further attendance,
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on this meeting, viz: Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., Rev. J. N. Carothers, Rev. S. H. S. Gallau​dett, and Elders A. W. Peden, M. W. Peden, S. W. Aston, T. L. Carothers and R. Max​well.
Presbytery then proceeded to the further examination of the Candidate on Church Hist​ory, Natural & Revealed Theology, Church Government, and the Sacraments. His Latin Exegesis was referred to Rev. S. R. Frierson & Dr. A. M. Carothers. His Critical Exercise to Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder W. H. Simpson. His Lecture to Rev. M. Peden and W. Hannah. And Presbytery resolved to hear his popular sermon at 2 o’clock till which time Presbytery took recess.

At 2 o’clock p.m., Presbytery met, and the several committees to whom the trials of the candidate had been referred, made their respective reports recommending their approval. The candidate then proceeded to deliver a popular lecture and sermon, after which the roll was called and these exercises, together with all his examinations on all his parts of trial were unanimously sustained. The moderator then proceeded to propose to the can​didate the constitutional questions, and Mr. A. H. Mecklin was licensed to preach the gos​pel as a probationer for the holy ministry, a certificate of which was signed by the mod​erator and Temporary Clerk and delivered to Mr. Mecklin. 

The minutes were read for correction and approval.

Then Presbytery having finished its business adjourned to meet at Houston on Thursday before the full moon in April next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with prayer & the apostolic benediction.








J. W. Kerr, Moderator








A. H. Barkley, Tem. Clk.






Attest

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.
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Houston, Chickasaw County, Miss.








Houston Church, April 2nd 1863

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. W. Kerr the moderator from Mark 1:24. After which Presbytery was con​stituted with prayer. 

The roll was called and the following members were found present, viz:

Ministers


Elders




Churches
Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

A. Y. Hannah

from

Bethsalem

Rev. M. Peden


G. P. Baskin



Fairview
Rev. J. N. Carothers

T. J. Steen



Friendship

Rev. J. W. Kerr

T. N. Martin



Houston
Rev. S. R. Frierson

Scott Thompson


Bethel & Mount Zion

Rev. A. H. Barkley

J. Collins



Lebanon

Rev. Jas. Pelan






Came in afterwards





T. L. Carothers
from

Aberdeen

Absent

Rev. R. S. Gladney

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

Rev. S. H. S. Gallaudett

Rev. R. Henderson

Rev. J. H. Aughey

Rev. S. R. Frierson was chosen Moderator & Elder T. N. Martin Tem. Clk.








       Pres. took recess till 3 o’clock. 

At which time Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of last meeting were read. The standing rules were also read.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., Chairman of the Committee appointed to enquire into the where​abouts and deportment of Rev. J. H. Aughey reported in part, though not with definite​ness and precision, whereupon the same committee was continued with instruc​tion to make a full report at the next regular meeting of Presbytery. 
A letter was rec​eived from Rev. S. H. S. Gallaudett praying that the Pastoral relation existing between him and the Aberdeen Church be dissolved, and a dismission from this Presbytery to join the Presbytery of Florida, which requests were on motion placed upon the Docket. 
A Call from the Friendship Church for the Pastoral Services of Rev. J. N. Carothers for one half his time
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was presented and read, and after some explanations, it was placed in his hands.

Columbus was chosen as the place for the next fall meeting of Presbytery. 

Ten o’clock tomorrow was made the order of the day for a free conversation on the state of religion in our bounds.

Presbyterial Conference was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, April 3rd 1863








8 o’clock

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with prayer.

Rev. R. S. Gladney appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

T. L. Carothers Ruling Elder from Aberdeen Church also appeared and gave satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness.

Rev. R. G. Porter of the Methodist Episcopal Church South being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member. 

The following sums were received for Commissioner’s fund viz-

From Bethel Church
$10.

From Aberdeen Church
$10.

From Starkville
  15.

From Unity & Beersheba
  12.

From Friendship
    8.

From Bethsalem

    8.
= $83.00
From Mount Zion
    6.

From Fairview 

    5.

From Houston

    5.

From Lebanon


    4.

The following committees were appointed on Sessional Records

On Records of 
Fairview Session

Rev. R. S. Gladney & A. Y. Hanna


“

Columbus


Rev. A. H. Barkley & S. Thompson


“

Friendship


Rev. J. W. Kerr & J. Collins


“

Starkville


Rev. J. Pelan & G. P. Baskin


“

Aberdeen


Rev. J. A. Lyon & T. J. Steen


“

Bethel



Rev. R. S. Gladney & S. Thompson


“

Bethsalem


Rev. J. N. Carothers & T. J. Steen

Rev. J. N. Carothers reported his acceptance of the Call from Friendship Church, and the following arrangement was made for his installation. The 2nd Sabbath in July, the time. Rev. A. H. Barkley to preach the installation sermon, to preside and deliver the charge to the people; and Rev. Jas. Pelan to deliver the charge to the Pastor.
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A petition from the Houston Church addressed to the Fairview Church asking their con​sent to such change in the Pastoral relation & mutual obligations now existing between the Rev. J. N. Carothers and the said Fairview Church, and also a Preamble & Resolu​tions adopted at a regular meeting of the Fairview congregation, in relation thereto, being presented and read to Presbytery, and followed by remarks from said Pastor in explan​a​tion of the whole proceeding. The following resolution was offered by Rev. A. H. Bark​ley and unanimously adopted. “Whereas it appears from papers submitted to Presby​tery that the Houston Church has petitioned the Fairview congregation to release their Pastor for a portion of his time under peculiar circumstances, so that the Houston Church may en​joy a part of his ministrations; and whereas the Fairview Church has by public and unan​i​mous vote of the congregation consented thereto for a time and upon certain condi​tions—therefore Resolved That the Houston Church be permitted to employ one fourth of the time of Rev. J. N. Carothers and that the Fairview Church be released from one half her pecuniary obligation to him, so long as the Houston Church shall continue to pay that proportion of the salary and while the Fairview congregation shall remain satisfied with this arrangement.”
The requests of Rev. S. H. S. Gallaudett were taken up and the following preamble an res​olution unanimously adopted, “Whereas the Rev. S. H. S. Gallaudett, having in conse​quence of the political troubles of the Country, changed his field of labour, and requested Presbytery to dissolved the Pastoral relation existing between him and the Aberdeen Church, and whereas the Aberdeen church, as shown by proceedings had in the case and submitted to Presbytery, has cordially agreed to said request; therefore Resolved that the request be granted, and that Bro. Gallaudett be dismissed according to his request from this Presbytery to join the Presbytery of Florida and the Stated Clerk be ordered to for​ward to him his dismission.[”]
On application of Aberdeen Church it was Resolved that Rev. J. Bardwell be permitted to labour in that church as stated supply until in the
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Providence of God the way be open for him to return to his pastoral charge in Nashville, Tenn.

A Letter of Dismission of Rev. R. Henderson from the Presbytery of Chickasaw was pre​sented by the Stated Clerk, and Bro. Henderson being absent on account of sickness it was on motion Resolved that the Standing Rule requiring applicants for membership to be examined, be dispensed with, and that Bro. Henderson be now received as a member of this Presbytery.

The Agent of the Education Fund reported $586.60/100 on hand for that fund, that it was loaned to prompt & responsible men subject to the order of Presbytery. 

Pursuant to the order of the day for ten o’clock; a free conversation was held on the state of religion within our bounds. 

Rev. A. C. Allen of the M. E. church being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. On motion it was Resolved, that the Treasurer be instructed to write to the several churches that have failed to pay their assessment for Commissioners’ Fund, urging upon them prompt action.
The churches were called on, according to Standing Rule, to report on the payment of minister’s salaries, whereupon it appeared that Columbus Church had been delinquent in making collections owing to the absence of the Deacons. Bethsalem Church is in arrears. Fairview Church [has] not fully met their obligation. Houston had done what they prom​ised. Friendship is about square. Bethel & Mount Zion punctual. Unity & Beersheba have made satisfactory arrangements with their minister. Aberdeen nearly paid up. Starkville & Mayhew not in arrears.

The order of the day for 3 o’clock was announced, and Presbyterial Conference was opened with an Essay, “On Sabbath visiting” by Rev. R. S. Gladney, upon which the mem​bers generally made remarks. 

Rev. T. J. Lowrey of the M. E. Church being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

“The relation of the minister to the State” was chosen as the subject

[129]

for next Presbyterial Conference, and Rev. J. W. Kerr was appointed Essayist. Covet​ous​n​ess was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Sermon to be preached by Rev. A. H. Barkley.

Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock. 









Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 








April 4th 1863,

 






8 o’clock.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment & was opened with prayer. The minutes of yes​terday were read & approved. 
Rev. A. H. Barkley from the Committee on the Nar​rative re​ported the following which was adopted. “It becomes us first of all to render de​vout thanks​giving to Almighty God for his goodness and mercy to us in this day of our na​tional calamity. Whilst other por​tions of our land have been overrun by the enemy—homes made desolate, the country laid waste and the sanctuaries closed to the people of God, we with a single exception, still possess our homes in peace, and enjoy the stated means of grace. It is true that many of our best members & most promising young men have gone from our midst to battle in the cause of liberty, and not a few of them have ei​ther fallen victims to disease, or died upon the field of blood. But it is a source of com​fort to us in this bereavement to know that they died in the full triumphs of the gospel while battling for the cause of truth and righteousness. The attendance upon public worship is good, and in some of our churches on the increase notwithstanding the heavy and con​stant drafts made upon our people to fill the ranks in the army. A good degree of religious interest is manifest in our churches. Humility characterizes the walk of our members generally, thus evidencing their growth in grace. Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes are maintained in nearly all of our churches during a part or the whole of the year, and the seed there sown is bringing forth the peace​able fruits of righteousness. The religious in​struc​tion of the colored people is now com​manding the attention of God’s people, and a new impetus is given to the good work among this class of our population. The observ​ance of the Sabbath among our church going people is in the main good. While we are un​able to report any special outpouring of the Spirit of God among us, yet we are happy to say that our churches generally are in a healthy state, and we are adding to their num​bers from time to time such as we trust shall be saved.
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The contributions to the different objects of Benevolence are largely on the increase, and it does seem that our people are beginning to understand more fully the declaration of the Saviour, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Prayer meetings have been organ​ized with special reference to the condition of the country, and the spiritual wants of the Church. And God is stirring up the hearts of his people to pour out their souls to him in fervent prayer & supplication, and we trust that the number of praying people may be enlarged and the interest increased until our nation shall become a praying nation. Bles​sings come in answer to prayer, and if we would have the curse removed from our land, if we would have intestine wars to cease, and peace established the earth, if we would have the Sun of Righteousness to come with healing in his wings, if we would have the tide of war driven back from our shores, if we would have our peace as a river, and our right​eous​ness as the waves of the sea, we must pray to God for these things. And whilst we return thanks to Almighty God for his favour and his loving kindness to us, we would at the same time urge the duty of praying without ceasing, that God would grant us an ans​wer in peace and save us with an everlasting salvation, through the riches of grace in Christ Jesus our Lord & Redeemer. Amen.
The Committees to whom the Records of Columbus, Fairview, Unity, Bethel, Houston, Bethsalem, Friendship & Starkville Sessions were referred reported respectively, recom​mending that they be approved which reports were received and adopted. The Com​mit​tees on the Records of Aberdeen, Mount Zion and Lebanon reported some exceptions which were adopted, and ordered to be entered upon the respective Records. 
Leave of absence was granted to Rev. R. S. Gladney from the remaining sessions of Pres​bytery.

Presbytery proceeded to the election of Commissioners to the General Assembly which re​sulted in the election of Rev. S. R. Frierson principal, and Elder Scott Thompson. On the announcement of the election of Rev. S. R. Frierson he respectfully declined and asked to be excused, which was granted and Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., was elected in his stead, and Rev. S. R. Frierson was elected his alternate and Elder M. W. Peden was elected the alternate of Elder S. Thompson.

On motion it was Resolved that the Treasurer be instructed to
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place in the hands of our commissioner all the funds in his hands for Benevolent pur​poses, and to pay to Rev. J. N. Carothers our former commissioner, the amount due him from the Commissioners’ Fund, and to pay the balance of the commissioners’ fund to the present commissioners elect, and to pay to the Stated Clerk ($10.) ten dollars out of the Contingent fund of Presbytery and to send to the General Assembly from the same fund ($10.) ten dollars for Contingent fund of the Assembly. 

Rev. J. W. Kerr from the Auditing Committee reported the Treasurer’s account correct and recommended its approval, which was adopted.







            Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Rev. J. A. Lyon of the Committee ad Interim made his report which was approved, and the same Committee was continued for the ensuing year. 

The Moderator delivered an Address on the subject of Systematic Benevolence, accord​ing to the Standing Rule.

Bethsalem Church obtained leave to continue the ministerial services of Rev. M. Peden as heretofore. Also Lebanon Church did the same.

Rev. M. Peden from the Committee on Supplies reported recommending that the pulpit of our Commissioner to the General Assembly be filled one Sabbath by Rev. J. W. Kerr and one Sabbath by Rev. Jas. Pelan and that Rev J. W. Kerr preach one Sabbath at Hamilton and Rev R. S. Gladney preach one Sabbath at Okolona, which was adopted.

The Macon Church obtained leave to employ Rev. J. Bardwell one fourth of his time un​til next meeting of Presbytery.







     Presbytery took recess till 4 o’clock.








4 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. On motion it was Resolved That the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the good people of Houston for their kind and bountiful hospitality to its members during its present sessions.

Resolved That the Elders of the several Churches be requested to send the Synodical Tax due from them to the next meeting of Pres.

Presbytery having finished its business adjourned to meet at Columbus, Miss., on the Thurs​day before the full moon in October next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer, singing & benediction.








S. R. Frierson, Moderator








T. N. Martin, Tem. Clk.






Attest

J. N. Carothers, Std. Clk.
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Approved to p. 131, at Enterprise [Miss.] Oct. 29th 1863

J. N. Carothers, Moderator of Synod.








Columbus, Miss.








October 22nd 1863

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with a Ser​mon by the Moderator from 2nd Tim. 4th Chap. 6, 7 & 8th verses. After which Presby​tery was constituted with prayer.

The following members were present when the roll was called viz:

Ministers


Ruling Elders



Churches
Rev. James A. Lyon, D.D.
W. C. Mills 

from

Columbus

Rev. M. Peden


A. Y. Hannah



Bethsalem

Rev. J. N. Carothers

Jno. M. Peden



Friendship & Fairview

Rev. S. R. Frierson

D. Love



Bethel & Mt. Zion

Rev. A. H. Barkley

E. B. Witherspoon


Beersheba

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

Jno. Morris



Unity

Rev. J. W. Kerr

R. A. Minnis



Hamilton




J. E. Wilkinson


Carolina
Absent



Jas. H. Love



Lebanon




W. H. Simpson


Poplar Creek
Rev. R. S. Gladney

R. R. Spann



Centre Point
Rev. R. Henderson

A. M. Carothers


Starkville & Mayhew
Churches not represented—Louisville, Houston, Olney, Okolona, Macon, Nazareth, Pleas​​ant Springs, Smyrna, Aberdeen, & Bethany.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth was chosen Moderator, and Rev. J. W. Kerr Tem. Clerk.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock.

At 3 o’clock Presbytery met. The minutes of the last stated meeting, and the Standing Rules of Presbytery were read. 

The Moderator announced the following Committees, viz:

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elders D. Love & Minnis.
Judicial Committee—Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elders W. H. Simpson & Spann.

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. J. A. Lyon & Elder W. C. Mills.

On Supplies—Rev. M. Peden and Elders Wilkinson & Hannah.
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The Narrative—Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elders Jno. Peden & Jno. Morris.
On Minutes of the Assembly—Rev. J. A. Lyon & Elders A. M. Carothers & J. H. Love.

Rev. R. S. Gladney appeared and rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

A Petition signed by the Elders of Poplar Creek Church, asking for the ordination of Mr. A. H. Mecklin, a Licentiate under care of this Presbytery was presented and read. Where​upon it was Resolved, That the case of Brother Mecklin be regarded as extraordinary, and that Presbytery proceed, at this meeting, to examine him, preparatory to his ordination, as an Evangelist. Resolved 2nd that Romans 3rd [ch.] & 24th [v.] be assigned him as a subject for a trial sermon, and that he be directed to preach it on tomorrow morning at 11 o’​clock.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth rendered reasons for absence from preceding meetings of Presbytery which were sustained.

Columbus Church was excused for not being represented at last meeting.

On motion of Rev. J. N. Carothers, it was Resolved That inasmuch as Brother Mecklin was licensed by this Presbytery, and carefully examined on all his parts of trial, required for ordination, except the Sacraments and Church Government, his further examination be dispensed with, except on these, and his examination on the Sacraments and Church Government was unanimously sustained. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning 9 o’clock.,








Oct. 23rd.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. Rev. J. A. Lyon our Commissioner to the Gen​eral Assembly made his report, which was received and approved. 

Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elders Spann & Minnis were appointed a Committee to assess the Churches for Commissioner’s Fund. Elder E. B. Witherspoon was excused from further at​tend​ance on this meeting.

On motion, Resolved That the Presbyterial tax be increased to fifty cents each.
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Smyrna Church was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery. It was or​dered that the Presbyterial Sermon be preached by Rev. H. H. Barkley, on Covetousness, on Sabbath night.
A free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds, was made the order of the day for 10 o’clock tomorrow morning.

Presbyterial Conference was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock. Rev. J. N. Carothers was appointed to preach the ordination sermon in the case of Brother Mecklin on Satur​day night at 7 ½ o’clock.

The Poplar Creek Church asked leave to continue to employ Brother Mecklin, as stated supply, one half of his time, promising him two hundred dollars per annum.

Rev. S. R. Frierson was appointed to deliver the charge to Brother Mecklin on Saturday night.

The following Resolutions were offered by Rev. J. N. Carothers and adopted viz:

I. Resolved That this Presbytery approve of the action and report of the joint committee on union of the Old and New School branches of the Presbyterian Church in the Con​federate States of America, and express the hope that the union may be consum​mated, provided all who may be united with us, shall adopt the Confession of Faith of our church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the word of God.

II. Resolved, That this Presbytery is much gratified at the action of the General Conven​tion of the Independent Presbyterian Church, in adopting the Confession of Faith of our Church as containing the system of doctrine, and Form of Church Government taught in the scriptures, and on that ground would be happy to see them fully united with us.

Presbytery heard the trial sermon of Mr. Mecklin, and after remarks by the members, it was sustained as a part of trial. 






Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. 
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The Stated Clerk read a letter from the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly shewing a bal​ance of Fifteen Dollars due from this Presbytery to the Contingent fund of the Assem​bly, which was ordered to be paid out of the Contingent fund of Presbytery.
The Committee on the minutes of the General Assembly reported nothing requiring the action of Presbytery.

Application was made by the Olney and Poplar Creek Churches for aid to the amount of $50. each, in supporting their minister. Whereupon the “Committee ad Interim” was in​structed to apply for the same to the Committee of Missions at Columbia, S. C.

The Treasurer reported funds on hand as follows

For Domestic Missions
$74.25.
Contingent Fund of Pres.
$[blurred]

Commissioners’ Fund
              18.00.
Publication


  30.00

Synodical Tax


  35.00

The Treasurer was instructed to dispose of said funds according to their respective des​ig​nations.

Leave of absence was granted to Elder A. M. Carothers from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned till Saturday morning 9 o’clock.









Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, Oct. 24th,








9 o’clock.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., from the Committee appointed to make inquiry in relation to the where​abouts, and rumors in relation to the Rev. J. H. Aughey, a member of this Pres​by​tery reported First, That on the 11th of July 1862, Mr. Aughey telegraphed to him from Tupelo, Miss., that he was then and there a prisoner in the Guard House, under serious charges, and requesting him to visit him immediately. It was not convenient for him (Dr Lyon) to comply with that request, but he wrote a letter to Gen. Bragg stating who he was, and what his standing was in this Presbytery.
Secondly, We have heard, from credible sources, that Mr Aughey
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made his escape from the Guard House, and succeeded in getting within the enemies’ lines, where it is to be supposed he still remains. 

Thirdly, The charge on which he was arrested and imprisoned, as we have been credibly informed, was that of buying Cotton on commission within the Confederate lines for Federal Agents or buyers.—

Fourthly, we have seen an extract from a northern paper to the effect that Mr. Aughey had published a pamphlet or a book entitled, The Fiery Furnace and Slavery, or a title to that effect, in which he gives an account of his sufferings and trials while within our lines.

This, after diligent inquiry, is all that the Committee are able to report, with any degree of certainty, relative to Mr. Aughey. And in view of the foregoing facts, they deem it alto​gether improbable that he will soon if ever return to our bounds, and come within our jurisdiction, and therefore they recommend that his name, for the present at least, be stricken from the roll of Presbytery. Which report was received and adopted.

The Carolina Church requested and obtained leave to continue the services of Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, for the next twelve months, one fourth of his time, promising him two hundred and fifty dollars.
On motion it was Resolved That the Committee of Domestic Missions be requested by our Committee ad Interim to commission Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, as an Evangelist to labour in the southern portion of this Presbytery, and to guarantee to him the further sum of four hundred dollars for his support. 

Beersheba Church asked and obtained leave to continue the services of Rev. J. W. Kerr as Stated Supply, one half his time for one year from September last, promising him three hundred & fifty dollars. Unity Church also asked leave to continue the services of Rev. J. W. Kerr, in like manner,
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promising him two hundred & fifty dollars; and asking Presbytery to make some arrange​ment for the supply of the additional sum of one hundred dollars, to aid them in his sup​port.

Whereupon it was resolved that the request be granted, and that the Committee ad In​terim be instructed to apply to the Committee of Domestic Missions at Columbia for the sum desired.

The order of the day for 10 o’clock being a free conversation on the State of Religion with​in our bounds, the roll was called and the members reported on that subject.

The Committee appointed to assess the Churches for Commissioners’ Fund made a report which was adopted & is as follows

Beersheba
$4.00

Houston
$7.00

Columbus
$40.00

Friendship
12.00

Fairview
  7.00

Bethsalem
  14.00

Aberdeen
25.00

Bethany
  4.00

Lebanon
    6.00

Starkville
22.00

Bethel

18.00

Louisville
    4.00
Olney

  3.00

Mayhew
  7.00

Macon

    5.00

Nazareth
  3.00

Unity

  4.00

Mount Zion
  13.00

Centre Point
10.00

Poplar Creek
  7.00

Hamilton
    5.00

Okolona
15.00

Smyrna
  7.00

Pleasant Springs  4.00

Carolina
  5.00
      Making the sum of $250.00—

The Committee on Supplies made the following report, which was adopted, That 

Rev. A. H. Barkley 
preach at 
Centre Point 
one Sabbath at discretion

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth 


Smyrna

        “

Rev. S. R. Frierson


Bethany

        “

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth


Philadelphia

       “

Rev. J. W. Kerr


Centre Point

       “







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. It being the hour for Conference, an Essay was read by Rev. J. W. Kerr on “the relation of the gospel ministry to the State” and the members ex​pres​sed their views at some length
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The Committee on the Narrative presented their report which was received and adopted, and is as follows, “The Presbytery of Tombeckbee in rendering an annual account to Synod of the State of Religion within its bounds, would state that the reports which have come up from the churches are of a very encouraging character, shewing as they do an in​creased interest in spiritual things. The congregations in all of them have been as large as could be expected. In some the congregations have increased. Many of them have ex​per​ienced refreshings from the presence of the Lord. Additions to the membership of nearly all have been made. Bible Classes, Sabbath Schools, and prayer meetings are re​ported as followed by the happiest results. The coloured people have received a large share of at​tention, and a good work is reported as going on in many of our congregations among them; yielding, among other fruits a spirit of benevolence, in contributing their mite to​ward supporting the gospel and sending it to others. The soldiers of our army have not been neglected. Some of the brethren who have been allowed the privilege of spend​ing a season in preaching to the army, bring tidings of a wonderful outpouring of God’s Spirit upon their labours in that field. The spirit of benevolence is enlarged, many of our churches having given more freely of their substance into the treasury of the Lord than ever be​fore.”
The Moderator delivered an address on systematic benevolence according to the Standing Rule.

The minutes were read for correction and approval.






           
      Presbytery took recess till 7 ½ o’clock.







7 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met, and proceeded to the service connected with the ordination of Mr. A. H. Mecklin. And he was ordained as an Evangelist in the manner prescribed.(
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Rev. J. N. Carothers preached the sermon, And Rev. S. R. Frierson delivered the charge to the newly ordained Evangelist. After singing & prayer and the apostolic benediction. 
Presbytery adjourned to meet at Smyrna Church in Kemper County, Miss., on Thursday before the full moon in April next at 11 o’clock a.m.








O.H.P. Smyth, Moderator








J. W. Kerr, Tem. Clk.






Attest

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.







        Smyrna Church, Kemper County, Miss.








April 21st 1864.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the Mod​erator, Rev. O. H. P. Smyth from I Cor. XVI.13— 

The Stated Clerk being absent Rev. A. H. Barkley was chosen Stated Clerk pro. tem. to prepare a roll, make out a docket &c.

Ministers present

Ruling Elders present

Rev. M. Peden


W. Hannah, 

from 
Bethsalem Church

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

B. F. Smith


Louisville
Rev. J. W. Kerr

D. Love


Bethel & Mount Zion
Rev. S. R. Frierson

J. Fisher


Carolina

Rev. A. H. Barkley

S. J. Breckinridge

Pleasant Springs

Absent.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

Churches not represent[ed].

Rev. J. N. Carothers

Columbus, Friendship & Fairview, Houston, Beersheba,

Rev. R. S. Gladney

Unity, Aberdeen, Nazareth, Hamilton, Starkville & May-

Rev. A. Mecklin

hew, Macon, Centre Point, Lebanon, Poplar Creek & 

Rev. R. Henderson

Olney, Okolona, & Bethany.

Rev. M. Peden was chosen Moderator & Rev. A. H. Barkley Temporary Clerk. Presby​tery took recess till one o’clock p.m.
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At one o’clock p.m. Presbytery met. The Moderator announced the following Commit​tees viz:
On Devotional Exercises—Rev. M. Peden & Elder A. W. Peden.

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. J. W. Kerr, O. H. P. Smyth & Elder D. Love.

Judicial Committee—Rev. S. R. Frierson and Elder W. Hannah.
Auditing Committee—Elders B. F. Smith & S. J. Breckinridge.

On Narrative—Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elder A. W. Peden.

On Obituaries—Rev. J. W. Kerr and Elder D. Love.

On the Records of Friendship, Fairview, Olney, Louisville, Smyrna, Centre Point & Ma​con—Rev. J. W. Kerr & D. Love.

On the Records of Columbus, Houston, Bethel, [&] Mount Zion—Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elders Hannah & Breckinridge.

On the Records of Bethsalem, Lebanon, Aberdeen, Nazareth, Hamilton, Starkville [&] Mayhew—Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & B. F. Smith.

On the Records of Pleasant Springs—Rev. A. H. Barkley & J. Fisher.

On Statistical Report to General Assembly—Rev. J. W. Kerr & D. Love.
On Minutes of General Assembly—Rev. A. H. Barkley & B. F. Smith.

On supplies—Rev. M. Peden & Elder S. J. Breckinridge.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth reported that he had complied with the order of Presbytery to supply Pleasant Spring Church. Rev. S. R. Frierson gave reasons for not complying, which were not sustained. Rev. A. H. Barkley reported that he had supplied Centre Point Church in obedience to the order of Presbytery. Rev. J. W. Kerr gave reasons for non-compliance and was excused. Rev. M. Peden reported that he had supplied Smyrna Church according to the order of Presbytery.

Louisville was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Pres. To prevent a conflict with the meeting of Synod, the Standing Rule was suspended, and the Thursday before the full moon in September substituted for it, as the time.






Presbytery took recess till after preaching.

After which Presbytery resumed business. Elder J. N. Cook from the Olney Church ap​peared, gave reasons for tardiness & was excused. Elder A. M. Dinsmore from the Macon Church appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.—
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted viz- Resolved, That when the full moon occurs either in the month of April or October, on Thursday, this Presbytery shall meet on the Thursday of the preceding week. Resolved 2nd, That this Resolution shall be recorded in some convenient place in the Session Books of all our Churches by their re​spect​ive Clerks.

Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning 








8 o’clock.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read. One o’clock p.m. was fixed as the hour to hold a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

Statistical Reports were called for and placed in the hands of the Committee to prepare a report to the General Assembly.
A letter was read from the Rev. C. McKinney, a refugee from the Transylvania Pres​by​tery [Kentucky], informing us of his presence within our bounds &c. Whereupon On motion it was Re​solved That this Presbytery hereby extends to the Rev. C. McKinney our Christian sympathy, and grant him permission to labour within our bounds.

The Churches were called on to report their fidelity in paying their minister’s salary. Bethsalem & Lebanon reported partial compliance with their engagements. Starkville & Mayhew reported satisfactorily. Louisville reported partial compliance; and Carolina re​ported full compliance. Bethel & Mount Zion reported that the salary was not yet due. Smyrna reported full compliance. Macon reported that they were ready to meet their en​gagements. Olney reported, that one half the salary was due and paid. Beersheba & Unity reported satisfactorily. Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder R. Barry were appointed the Committee ad Interim. Rev. A. H. Barkley presented the following which was adopted—Whereas some of the Churches within our bounds have been for a long time and still are destitute of the stated means of grace, which has a tendency to lessen their numbers, by their members uniting with other
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Churches, where they can enjoy the preached word; and whereas it is incumbent on us to husband the church of God, and provide for the spiritual wants of his sheep, so far as we can, and whereas the preaching of the gospel is the great means appointed of God, for strengthening his people, and for the conversion of souls—Therefore
Resolved 1st That this Presbytery shall appoint, annually, committees of two ministers each whose duty it shall be to visit the vacant Churches, within our bounds, together with those which have preaching but one Sabbath in each month; and preach at least four days and administer the Lord’s Supper.

Resolved 2nd That the time for said meetings and the ministers to conduct them shall be appointed at the Spring meetings of Presbytery.

Resolved 3rd. That the Churches to which said Committees are sent are expected to com​pensate said ministers for their services.

Rev. J. A. Lyon was chosen Principal Commissioner to the General Assembly & Rev. J. W. Kerr his alternate. Elder J. N. Cook was elected principal and Dr. A. M. Carothers his alternate. 







Presbytery took recess till one o’clock p.m.








One o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. The hour for the order for the day having arrived Presbytery proceeded to hold a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.
The Moderator delivered his address on systematic benevolence.







Presbytery took recess for public worship.

After which the members paid into the Treasury the Presbyterial Tax. And the following sums were received from the respective churches named for the Commissioner’s Fund-viz: From Bethel $16. From Starkville $15. From Bethsalem $15. From Mount Zion $13. Smyrna $10. Lebanon $10. Centre Point $10. Mayhew $5. Macon $5. Beersheba $5. Olney $3. Louisville $3. Carolina $3. Pleasant Spring $3. Unity $3—making $120.

The following churches reported their contributions to army missions as follows. Bethel Church $170. Mount Zion $160. Beersheba $30. Lebanon $15. Bethsalem $10. 

Presby. adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock. 










Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning







8 o’clock.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

The Committee on the Narrative made their report, which was received, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly, and is as follows—“The Presbytery of Tombeckbee respectfully reports nothing very remarkable in the state of religion within its bounds. The means of grace are regularly dispensed in most of our churches. Owing to the state of the country, congregations are not as large as formerly. From the same cause prayer meetings have been partially suspended, nor are Sabbath Schools maintained with the usual vigor. The colored people are not neglected. We think we have observed a fal​ling off in the observance of the Sabbath day. A few of our churches report a partial revi​val in religious things. Many of our people as God hath prospered, have exhibited no lack of a benevolent spirit. Upon the whole we trust that the afflictions and anxieties in​cident to a state of warfare have not been unproductive to the peaceable fruits of right​eous​ness in the hearts of many of our stricken people. All of which is respectfully sub​mitted.








S. R. Frierson, Chm.

Presbytery took recess till after public worship.

About one o’clock, Presbytery resumed business. The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly made their report which was received, amended, and adopted, as fol​lows.—

1st In compliance with a recommendation of the Assembly it was Resolved that all the Churches under our care, be requested to offer special prayer to God, during the devo​tions of the Sabbath preceding the meeting of the General Assembly, in each year, that He would in great mercy, give to the Assembly, that wisdom that cometh down from above, and so direct all its plans and deliberations, as to promote his own glory and ad​vance the kingdom of Jesus in the Earth.-

2nd Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be and he is hereby ordered in obedience to the direc​tion of the General Assembly, to furnish to the Secretary of the Executive Commit​tee of Domestic Missions, a statement of the efforts of this Presbytery in this cause, in​cluding the missionaries employed & the funds expended for their support.
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3rd Resolved, That the sum of two dollars be & is hereby assessed to each minister and Elder now present for the purpose of raising the twenty five dollars assessed to this Pres​bytery, by the General Assembly, to aid in publishing the minutes of the preceding year, and that the Churches be directed to refund the money to the members on their re​turn home, which assessment was immediately paid. There being thirteen members pres​ent it amounted to $26.00. 
The Committee on the Records of Bethel & Mount Zion Churches reported recommend​ing their approval. The Report was adopted. The Committee on the Records of Pleasant Spring reported the following exceptions viz: 1st. The meetings of October 13th 1861 & April 10th 1864 were neither opened nor closed with prayer. 2nd On page 59 the names of the Elders present are omitted. 3rd The Book has not been before Presbytery for three years, which report was adopted. The Committee on the Records of Olney Church recom​mended approved with very slight exceptions, and their report was adopted. The Com​mittee on the Records of Lebanon recommended approval, which report was adopted. A similar report was made on the Records of Smyrna Church, and adopted.
The Agent of the Educational Fund reported that there is in his hands the sum of $637.98/100 subject to the order of Presbytery. 

Elder J. N. Cook on behalf of Olney Church, made application for one half the ministerial services of Rev. A. H. Mecklin, promising him $200. Their request was granted.

Lebanon Church applied for half the time of Rev. M. Peden promising him $250. which was granted. Bethsalem Church made a similar request promising him $300. which was also granted.

“Family Religion” was made the subject for next Conference and Rev. J. N. Carothers appointed Essayist. Rev. A. Mecklin was appointed to preach the Presbyterial Sermon-subject-“The office that faith performs in the system of salvation.”

[145]

The Treasurer was ordered to pay over to the Commissioners the funds in his hands for Domestic & Army Missions—Also the Tax levied on this Presbytery by the General As​sem​bly for publishing the minutes of last year; and to divide the Commissioner’s fund equally between them. The Treasurer was also ordered to pay to the Stated Clerk, his an​nual salary. The Treasurer made his report, which was referred to the Auditing Com​mittee.
The Committee on Supplies made their report as follows—

Rev. J. W. Kerr & A. H. Barkley to supply the Commissioner’s pulpit one Sabbath each.

Rev. J. Bardwell & M. Peden to hold a meeting of four days in Smyrna Church including the first Sabbath in August.

Rev. A. H. Barkley & O. H. P. Smyth at Pleasant Spring; including 2nd Sabbath in August.

Rev. A. H. Mecklin & O. H. P. Smyth at Carolina, including 3rd Sabbath in August.

Rev. S. R. Frierson & J. N. Carothers at Bethany, including 3rd Sabbath in July.

Rev. A. H. Barkley & J. A. Lyon at Aberdeen, including 2nd Sabbath in July.

Rev. R. S. Gladney and J. W. Kerr at Hamilton, including 1st Sabbath in August.
Rev. A. Mecklin & M. Peden at Nazareth, including 3rd Sabbath in July.

Rev. S. R. Frierson & C. McKinney at Louisville, including 2nd Sabbath in September.

Rev. J. N. Carothers & A. Mecklin at Olney, including 1st Sabbath in September.

Rev. J. Bardwell & R. S. Gladney at Centre Point, including 4th Sabbath in August.

Rev. J. W. Kerr & A. H. Barkley at Mount Zion, including 1st Sabbath in July.

Rev. J. A. Lyon & S. R. Frierson at Mayhew, including 1st Sabbath in September.

The Committee on the Statistical Report to the General Assembly presented their report which was received & adopted, and ordered to be placed in the hands of the Stated Clerk pro. tem. to be forwarded by him to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly. 

The Committee on Obituaries was continued until the next meeting of Presbytery.
The following Resolution was offered and unanimously adopted viz: That the Stated Clerk be authorized to expend the sum of five dollars annually for the purpose of pro​vid​ing the Presbytery with stationary; and the Treasurer is hereby ordered to pay him that amount out of the contingent fund of Presbytery whenever he shall present his account for the same.
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The Auditing Committee reported that they have examined the Treasurer’s report, and find it correct, and recommend its approval, which report was received, & adopted and the Committee discharged. 

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted viz-Resolved, That the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered to the congregation of Smyrna for their Christian kindness & hos​p​itality towards its members, and that the moderator be requested to read this Reso​lution, tomorrow, from the pulpit.

The minutes were read and approved. Presbytery then adjourned to meet in the Presbyter​ian Church at Louisville in Winston County, Mi., on the Thursday before the full moon in September next at 11 o’clock.  Closed with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








M. Peden, Moderator.








A. H. Barkley, Tem. Clk.






Attest.

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clk.








Louisville, Winston County, Mi.






      Thursday, 11 o’clock a.m., September 8th 1864.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the Moder​ator Rev. M. Peden from 1st Tim. 4th [ch.] & 14th [v.]. After sermon Presbytery was con​sti​tuted with prayer.

The Roll was called and the following members were present.

Ministers


Ruling Elders



Churches

Rev. J. N. Carothers

B. F. Smyth 

from 

Louisville

Rev. M. Peden


Jno. A. Thompson


Bethsalem

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

W. H. Simpson


Poplar Creek

Rev. A. H. Mecklin

J. E. Wilkinson


Carolina

Absent.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

Churches not represented

Rev. S. R. Frierson

Columbus, Friendship & Fairview, Houston, Aberdeen,

Rev. A. H. Barkley

Starkville & Mayhew, Bethel & Mount Zion, Beersheba,

Rev. J. W. Kerr

Olney, Nazareth, 

Rev. R. S. Gladney

Rev. R. Henderson
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Lebanon, Macon, Centre Point, Okolona, Hamilton, Bethany, Smyrna, Pleasant Spring, [and] Unity.

Rev. J. N. Carothers was chosen Moderator & Rev. A. H. Mecklin Tem. Clk. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read. Rev. C. McKinney a refugee from the Presby​tery of Transylvania, being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.






Presbytery took recess till 4 o’clock p.m.








4 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. The Standing Rules were read.

Rev. J. N. Carothers rendered reasons for absence at the last meeting which were sus​tained. Rev. A. H. Mecklin’s reasons for absence were also sustained. Elder W. H. Simp​son from Poplar Creek gave reasons for his church not being represented at that meeting which were sustained.

The Moderator announced the following Committees viz:

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & Elder B. F. Smyth.
On Bills & Overtures—Rev. M. Peden & Elder W. H. Simpson.

On Narrative to Synod—Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & Elder J. E. Wilkinson.

On Supplies—Rev. M. Peden & Elder Jas. A. Thompson.

On motion of Rev. M. Peden, Rev. C. McKinney was placed on the Committee on the Narrative.

Elder W. H. Simpson offered the following Resolution, which was adopted viz:

Resolved, That Presbytery spend the first half hour of each morning session in Devo​tional Exercises, with special reference to the state of the country. 

The minutes of the fall meeting of 1863, not having been present at the last meeting, were called for, and read.

An Overture from Houston was presented & read, and on motion it was referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning 








8 o’clock.
Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer, and spent the first half hour in Devotional Exercises, according to Resolution of yesterday.

The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.
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Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., Rev. A. H. Barkley, and Rev. J. H. Kerr, and Elder Scott Thomp​son from Bethel & Mount Zion, appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. Dr. Lyon assigned reasons for absence at the last meeting, which were sustained.

On motion, Rev. A. H. Barkley was added to & made Chairman of the Committee on the Narrative. The Moderator appointed Dr Lyon and Scott Thompson, a Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly. And Rev. J. W. Kerr was added to the Committee on Supplies. 

Elder James Love from Lebanon appeared, and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

The Committees appointed at last meeting to hold meetings in vacant Churches made their reports, which were received and on motion, referred to the Committee on Supplies. 

The Committee on Obituaries, not being ready to report, was continued. 

The Committee ad Interim reported that they had complied with all the orders of Presby​tery, and that no other business had come before them for the last six months- which report was received and approved 

Tomorrow morning 11 o’clock was fixed as the time for the Presbyterial Sermon. Presby​terial Conference was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock, tomorrow afternoon. Re​ports on the state of religion [were] made the order of the day for 3 o’clock this even​ing. 

The Moderator appointed the following Committee to assess the Churches for Commis​sioner’s Fund &c. Rev. M. Peden, Rev. J. A. Lyon, & Elders Wilkinson, Simpson & Thomp​son. 

Dr. J. A. Lyon, our commissioner to the General Assembly made his report, which was approved. 
On motion the Treasurer was ordered to divide equally between the two Commissioners, whatever sums may now be, or may hereafter come, into his hands for that object from for​mer assessments; and the matter of providing for
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the balance due them was referred to the Committee of Assessment.








Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery in session. A Letter was read, by the moderator from Rev. S. R. Frierson, as​sign​ing reasons for absence from the present meeting which were sustained.

The moderator also gave the reasons, for the Starkville & Mayhew Churches not being represented at this meeting, which reasons were also sustained.
The following Resolution was offered by W. H. Simpson viz; Resolved That each minis​ter in this Presby. be & he is hereby enjoined to spend at least one month in missionary labour, in some portion of the Confederate Army, during the intervals between the regu​lar meetings of Presbytery; And that Presbytery recommend to the Churches, not only to give up their Pastors & Stated Supplies for the time, but to contribute liberally for their support, & for the cause of Army missions. Which Resolution after considerable discus​sion was indefinitely postponed. W. H. Simpson & Rev. J. W. Kerr asked their votes be recorded against said action.

The members made their several reports of the state of religion in our bounds. The report of the installation of Rev. J. N. Carothers as Pastor of Friendship Church, in July 1863, having been omitted, at the proper time, was ordered now to be recorded.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at ½ past 8 o’clock. 










    Closed with prayer.









Saturday morning 









8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met and spent the first half hour in devotional exercise. The committee on the Narrative to Synod made their report which was received, adopted, and is as follows. “The Presbytery of Tombeckbee in presenting to Synod a narrative of the state of religion within its bounds would report that whilst we are unable to relate any general outpouring of the Spirit of God upon our churches, yet we are happy to state that the most of them are in a healthy and growing condition. The attendance on the public ministrations of God’s word is generally good, notwithstand-
[150]

ing the heavy drafts made upon our male population to fill up the ranks of our army. There is a growing interest on the part of the youth and children, in regard to the study of God’s word, and this spirit of enquiry has led to the establishment of Bible Classes for the purpose of instructing the rising generation in holy things. Sabbath Schools are main​tained in most of our churches, during the whole or part of the year, and we are led to hope that seed is here being sown which will, in God’s own time, spring up and bring forth a bountiful harvest. Prayer meetings with special reference to the state of the coun​try, are kept up in many of our churches. The subject of Army Missions has been brought prominently before our people during the past year and they have contributed freely & liberally to this cause. Some of our churches report that God has been gracious to them in visiting hem with a refreshing from his presence, and, as the result of these visitations, precious souls have been added to the Church of Christ. There is an increased attention paid to the religious instruction of our colored people, which is attended with very happy results. Finally we have much to encourage us to diligence and perseverance, in the ser​vice of our Divine Master—knowing that in due time we shall reap if we faint not.” The Stated Clerk was ordered to forward the report to Synod.

The Moderator delivered an address on the subject of Systematic Benevolence, according to a Standing Rule.

The Carolina Church asked leave to employ Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, one fourth of his time for the next year, promising him $250.00 which was granted.

The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly reported that this Presby. was assessed the sum of one hundred dollars to defray the expense of publishing the minutes of the Assembly, and that they find nothing else demanding our action, which report was received and the Committee discharged.
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The amount of one hundred & three dollars was at once raised, for the object referred to in the above report, and presbytery ordered it to be placed in the hands of Rev. A. H. Barkley to be forwarded by him to the Permanent Clerk of the General Assembly.

On motion of Rev. Dr. Lyon Presbytery recommended to the Executive Committee of Domestic Missions, that Rev. O. H. P. Smyth be recommended to continue his labours as a missionary in the same field which he occupied last year, with the same compensation, allowing him whatever may be contributed by the feeble churches in his field besides.

Crawfordsville was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery. On motion of Scott Thompson the delegate from Mount Zion Church, seconded by Rev. A. H. Barkley, the Pastor, the name of said Church was changed to Crawfordsville. 
The Presbyterial tax was increased from fifty cents to one dollar. 
The Presbyterial Sermon was preached by Rev. A. H. Mecklin. 





After which Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock.








2 o’clock p.m.  
Presbytery met. The Committee on Supplies made their report, which was received and adopted & is as follows. 
Rev. J. A. Lyon & Rev. S. R. Frierson to hold a four days meeting at Aberdeen, and also at Okolona.
Rev. J. N. Carothers & Rev. S. R. Frierson at Bethany.

Rev. R. S. Gladney & Rev. J. W. Kerr at Hamilton.

Rev. J. Bardwell & Rev. A. H. Mecklin, at Centre Point.

Rev. S. R. Frierson & Rev. J. A. Lyon, at Mayhew.

Rev. J. N. Carothers & Rev. R. S. Gladney, at Fairview.

Rev. J. N. Carothers & Rev. J. Bardwell, at Houston.

[This to be done…] between this and the next meeting of Presbytery. These brethren are directed to confer with each other and fix the time to suit themselves.

Rev. C. McKinney to preach at Louisville on the fifth Sabbath of October.

The Committee of Assessment made the following report which was adopted—The Com​mittee appointed to assess the Churches for the publication of the Minutes of the General Assembly, and for Commissioner’s fund submit the following-
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Assessment



Commissioner’s fund



Publishing minutes

Beersheba

$4.00





$1.50—Paid.

Aberdeen

20.00





  8.00

Starkville

22.00





  9.00—Paid $26.

Olney


  3.00





  1.50—Paid $1.50

Nazareth

  3.00





  1.50

Centre Point

10.00





  4.00

Okolona

15.00





  6.00

Carolina

  5.00





  2.00—Paid 2.00

Houston

  7.00





  3.00—Paid 3.00

Fairview

  7.00





  3.00—Paid 3.00

Bethany

  9.00





  1.50

Bethel


18.00





  8.00—Paid 25.00

Mayhew

  7.00





  3.00—Paid

Unity


  4.00





  1.50—Paid

Poplar Creek

  7.00





  3.00—Paid

Friendship

12.00





  5.00—Paid $10.00

Smyrna
 
  7.00





  3.00

Columbus

40.00





16.00—Paid 16.00

Bethsalem

14.00





  6.00—Paid 6.00

Lebanon

  6.00





  2.50—Paid 2.50

Louisville

  4.00





  1.50

Macon


  6.00





  2.50
Crawfordsville

13.00





  5.00—Paid 5.00
Hamilton

  5.00





  2.00      $106.50

Pleasant Spring
  4.00





  1.50       Paid
Total amounts          $240.00




        $101.50

The Treasurer made his report as follows- Funds on hand 
For Domestic Missions  $15.00

For Commissioner’s Fund
$80.00

For Contingent Fund        18.00

For Army Missions               $286.00

It being the order of the day for Presbyterial conference, Rev. J. N. Carothers read an Essay on “family religion”
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and the members expressed their views at some length—
“The Christian government of servants” was chosen as the subject for the next Presby​ter​ial Conference, and Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., was appointed Essayist. “How far is obedi​ence to civil law a Christian duty?” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Ser​mon, and Rev. J. W. Kerr appointed to preach it.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported the following Overture from Houston, viz: “What course should be pursued with members of our church who participate in dancing or with heads of families, in our church, who are known to advocate dancing, in the pres​ence of their children, or to send them to Dancing Schools?” With the following answer, Resolved that this Presbytery regards such conduct on the part of any member of our church as wholly inconsistent with the uniform deliverances of the higher Courts of the Church, as well as the word of God, and that it demands prompt discipline, according to the circumstances of the case.





Presbytery took recess till after preaching to-night.

After divine service Presbytery resumed business.

On motion the Treasurer was ordered to pay to Rev. O. H. P. Smyth the funds now in his hands for Domestic Missions.

On motion of Elder Scott Thompson it was resolved That the sincere thanks of this Presbytery be tendered to the citizens of Louisville, for their kindness & hospitality.

The minutes were read & approved, and on motion it was Resolved that Presbytery ad​journ to meet at Crawfordsville on the M. & O. R.R. on Thursday before the full moon in April next at 11 o’clock a.m.

Closed with singing, prayer, and benediction.








J. N. Carothers, Mod.








A. H. Mecklin, Tem. Clk.






Attest

J. N. Carothers, Std. Clk.
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Approved thus far by the Synod of Mississippi with the following exceptions, viz: 
1. There is no evidence in the records that a quorum was present at several sessions of the Presbytery—pages 141, 147, 149.

2. Presbytery erased from their roll the name of a member against whom serious charges existed. We recommend that Presbytery be directed to restore his name and institute judi​cial process against him.

3. There is no evidence in the records of the ordination of a man to the ministry who was examined with a view to ordination, and whose name afterward occurs as a member of Pres​bytery. We recommend that the Presbytery be directed to supply the omission in its proper place.

Brandon, Oct. 14th, 1864.

E. T. Baird

Moderator of

Synod of Miss.
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Crawfordsville, Miss.

Presbytery met on Thursday the 6th of April [1865] at 11 o’clock pursuant to adjourn​ment, and was opened with a sermon by the moderator, Rev. J. N. Carothers, from Num​bers VI.25-27. After sermon, Presbytery was constituted with prayer.
Members present.

Ministers


Elders


from 

Churches

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

A. M. Carothers


Starkville & Mayhew

Rev. M. Peden


T. J. Steen



Friendship & Fairview

Rev. J. N. Carothers

Scott Thompson


Crawfordsville & Bethel

Rev. S. R. Frierson

R. A. Minis



Hamilton

Rev. A. H. Barkley

W. Hanna



Bethsalem

A. H. Mecklin


Jno. Collins



Lebanon

Ministers Absent

Rev. J. W. Kerr





Rev. J. H. Aughey

The following churches not represented viz:
(* Excused)

Columbus, Houston,* Aberdeen, Macon, Louisville, Okolona, Poplar Creek,* Beersheba, Olney, Nazareth, Centre Point, Carolina, Smyrna, Unity, & Pleasant Spring.

Rev. A. H. Mecklin was chosen Moderator & Rev. J. N. Carothers Tem. Clerk.







Presbytery took recess till 3 ½ o’clock p.m.








3 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. The minutes of the last meeting, & the Standing Rules, were read. The Mod​erator announced the following Committees—

1. On Devotional Exercises—Rev. A. H. Barkley & Scott Thompson.
2. On Bills & Overtures—Rev. M. Peden & T. J. Steen

3. Judicial Committee—Rev. J. A. Lyon & R. A. Minnis

4. On Narrative of State of Religion—Rev. S. R. Frierson & A. M. Carothers

5. On Supplies—M. Peden & W. Hanna

6. On Minutes of the Assembly—Rev. J. A. Lyon & Scott Thompson

7. On Treasurer’s Report—Rev. A. H. Barkley & S. Thompson
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The Sessional Records were assigned to the following committees

Starkville & Mayhew to Rev. J. N. Carothers & T. J. Steen

Friendship, Houston & Fairview to Rev. R. S. Gladney & J. Collins

Aberdeen to O. H. P. Smyth & W. Hanna

Bethsalem & Lebanon to A. H. Barkley & S. Thompson

Bethel & Crawfordsville to S. R. Frierson & A. M. Carothers

The following Resolution was offered by Rev. A. H. Barkley and unanimously adopted viz: Resolved That this Presbytery spend a half hour each day during its sessions in Devotional Exercises, with special reference to the state of the country, and that said ex​er​cises be held at such time as shall be most convenient for the citizens of Crawfords​ville to attend.
Saturday 11 o’clock was made the order of the day for hearing the Presbyterial Sermon; 3 o’clock tomorrow afternoon was made the order of the day for Conference; 9 o’clock a.m. was made the order of the day for free conversation on the state of religion.

The case of Rev. J. H. Aughey was taken up according to the direction of Synod and re​ferred to the Judicial Committee.

Absentees from former meetings rendered reasons for absence which were sustained.

The election of Commissioners to the General Assembly was made the second order of the day for tomorrow afternoon.

The Committee ad Interim reported that they have paid to our Missionary, Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, the full amount due him up to next October, and the Committee recommend that Rev. J. W. Kerr be regarded as a Missionary, and that the Committee be authorized to pay him $100 for the present year, which was accordingly done. The same Committee ad In​terim was continued.

Reports of supplies were called for and it appeared that owing to the state of the country &

[157]

the inclemency of the winter, but few of the appointments had been filled, but in every case the reasons assigned were satisfactory.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.










Closed with prayer.

Presbytery met, was opened with prayer, and, a quorum being present, the minutes of yes​ter​day were read. 

Standing Rule

The following Resolution was offered by R. A. Minnis and adopted.—Resolved That it be a Standing Rule of this Presbytery that the Clerk of each Session when his church has failed to be represented at any regular meeting of Presbytery, be required to forward the reasons by letter to the Stated Clerk of Presbytery, at his earliest convenience after such meeting, to be by him laid before Presbytery at its next meeting—(Amendment to Rule 13th).
Another to Rule 16
The following was offered by Rev. A. H. Barkley & adopted- Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be and he is hereby authorized to furnish such amount of stationary as may be found needful for the use of Presbytery, and that the Treasurer pay him for the same when​ever he presents his account.

A letter, from Elder W. H. Simpson, of Poplar Creek Church, was presented and read, assigning reasons for the church not being represented at this meeting (which was sus​tained). Also containing some suggestions on the subject of Army Missions. In relation to which the following Resolution, offered by Rev. O. H. P. Smith, was adopted—Resolved, That we appreciate the zeal of Brother Simpson in this good cause; but we feel that we have done and are doing as much as we can under the circumstances in this field of labor.

The order of the day for 9 o’clock, viz: Free conversation on the State of Religion was taken up. The roll was called & statements of more than ordinary interest were made by most of the members

[158]

Rev. J. Bardwell of the Presbytery of Nashville and Rev. W. S. Webb of the Baptist church being present were invited to sit as corresponding members.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery finding a quorum present resumed business.

Presbyterial Conference being the order of the day for the hour, Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., opened the conference with an Essay on the “Christian government of slaves.” The roll was then called & the members expressed their views freely on the subject. 

The second order of the day viz: the election of Commissioners to the General Assembly was deferred till tomorrow 10 o’clock. 
Presbytery spent a half hour in devotional exercises.

The Committees on Church Records made their reports respectively and the records were approved.

“The relation between the Church and the State” was chosen as the subject for next Pres​byterial Conference. Rev. R. S. Gladney was appointed as Essayist. 

Starkville was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery. 

Presbytery then adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 1/2 o’clock. 









Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning 








½ past 8 o’clock.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. A quorum being present, On motion the Standing Rule requiring the Presbytery to meet on the Thursday preceding the full moon in October was suspended, and the Thursday before the meeting of Synod was fixed as the time for the next meeting. The same subject fixed for the Presbyterial Sermon was con​tinued and the same minister appointed to preach it. 

Unity & Beersheba Churches applied to Presbytery for leave to employ Rev. J. W. Kerr as Stated Supply for the ensuing year, each, one half his time, and each promising $350 for his support, which requests were granted. The name of Rev. M. J. McLean was or​dered to be added to our Roll of ministers, and Shuqualak & Cooksville
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to our roll of churches, according to the action of Synod [added in pencil are the names “& Memphis & Hopewell.”]

Rev. J. A. Lyon Chairman of the Judicial Committee, to whom the case of Rev. J. H. Aug​hey was referred, reported that he had seen a book of which the said Aughey was the author and read it hastily; which book he regards as the only ground upon which Pres​by​tery can safely predicate judicial action; which is not now present, and no witness with​in our reach. Therefore the Committee felt unprepared to recommend any definite course of action in the case; but would recommend that the case be referred to a Special Committee to report at the next meeting. Which report was received and adopted, and Rev. J. A. Lyon, Rev. A. H. Mecklin, and Elders W. H. Simpson & R. A. Minnis were ap​pointed the committee.
Rev. S. R. Frierson Chm. of the Committee on the Narrative reported the following, which was received & adopted. “While we have much to deplore, touching the spiritual affairs of that portion of our beloved Zion within our bounds; we have nevertheless abun​dant reason for thanksgiving & praise to the great Head of the Church.—During the ec​cles​iastical year now closing, our bounds have been preserved comparatively free from the invasion of the enemy. Our people have not been scattered, nor their ministers denied the privilege of breaking to them the bread of life. The ordinances of God’s house have been administered with the usual regularity, except in one or two cases; and in several churches with more than usual power and demonstration of the Spirit. One Church, viz: Friendship reports an addition, on examination, of 23 whites & 22 colored persons at one meeting! Another of 12 or 15, another of 10 or 12, and still another of 8 or 10. While all report good attendance upon the public worship of God, and all the outward means of grace. In some of our churches, interesting Bible Classes, union prayer meetings in behalf of the country
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besides the ordinary prayer meetings, are kept up regularly. There is much attention paid to the colored people and the instruction of children in Sabbath Schools. But while we thus speak we have to deplore the presence, and we fear, the growing prevalence of a spirit of gaiety, especially among the female members of some of our congregations. Card playing, for amusement, and its handmaid, promiscuous dancing, are turning, we are grieved to say, the heads & the hearts of some of the daughters of the slain of our people. This indecent, and foul spirit, like many other necessary evils, has sprung from the military condition of our country. Nothing but the sword of the Spirit of God can put it to flight. 
Rev. S. R. Frierson obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Rev. R. S. Gladney was elected principal commissioner to the General Assembly and Rev. J. W. Kerr his alternate. And Elder R. A. Minnis principal, and Dr. A. M. Carothers his alternate. 

Bethsalem Church asked leave to employ Rev. M. Peden one half his time for the ensuing  year, promising him two hundred dollars in provisions at old prices and one hundred dollars in money, which was granted.
Hamilton Church asked leave to employ Rev. R. S. Gladney one fourth of his time for the ensuing year; the exact amount of compensation not known, which was granted.

The following sums were paid into the hands of the Treasurer—

For Commissioners Fund
$200.

For Army Missions

  691.

For Contingent Fund

    20.

Total



$911.

Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

After recess, there being a quorum assembled, the Treasurer was directed to pay over to the Commissioners of the last Assembly the sum of thirty seven dollars, and the balance in hand, to the present Commissioners elect.
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and to forward other funds in his hands to the proper objects and to pay the Stated Clerk his salary—
The following was offered by Elder S. Thompson and adopted, Whereas the depreciation of our currency is such that all salaries heretofore paid to ministers are entirely inade​quate to answer the ends, Therefore be it Resolved that we regard it a duty incumbent upon the churches to raise the salary of their minister to such amount as may be necessary to afford them a reasonable support.

The Churches of Poplar Creek and Olney asked leave to employ the Rev. A. H. Mecklin each half the time, and each promising him $350., which requests were granted.

The Auditing Committee reported the Treasurer’s report correct—which report was re​ceived and the Committee discharged.

Reports on minister’s salaries were called for. Whereupon it appeared that Starkville Church had paid more than was promised, Friendship Church had paid $766. and inten​ded to make it $1000. Hamilton, Bethsalem, Bethel & Crawfordsville reported satis​fac​torily—Lebanon, Poplar Creek & Olney in arrears—Columbus overpaid in dollars but nothing like a support to their Pastor. Houston had paid about the amount promised. Fairv​iew had no Deacon & was in arrears, but promised to make full settlement in a short time. Louisville, Pleasant Springs & Carolina reported satisfactorily. 






Presbytery took recess till after public worship.

After public worship, Presbytery resumed business. Rev. O. H. P. Smyth was appointed to prepare an obituary notice of Rev. R. Henderson and report to the next meeting of Pres​bytery.

The Committee on Supplies made a report which was received and adopted and is as fol​lows:
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That Rev. A. H. Barkley and Rev. O. H. P. Smyth hold a meeting at Louisville, including the 2nd Sabbath in May, at Carolina, including the 3rd Sabbath in May and at Pleasant Springs, the 4th Sabbath in July.

Rev. M. Peden preach at Smyrna the 4th Sab. in August. Rev. M. Peden with Rev. A. H. Mecklin hold a meeting at Nazareth including the 3rd Sabbath in May.

Gladney and Frierson at Okolona at discretion.
Lyon and Bardwell at Aberdeen, at discretion.

Carothers and Mecklin at Lebanon, 5th Sunday in July.

Bardwell and Barkley at Shuqualak, 1st Sab. in June.

R. A. Minnis offered the following resolution which was adopted—Resolved, that the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the citizens of Crawfordsville & vicinity for their kind and liberal hospitality to the members of Pres—and that this resolution be read from the pulpit tomorrow.

Presbytery having finished its business, adjourned to meet at Starkville on Thursday the 19th of October next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, and the Apostolic Benediction.








A. H. Mecklin Mod.








J. N. Carothers, Tem. Clk.






Attest-

J. N. Carothers, S. C.

Approved in Synod, at Kosciusko

Oct 28th 1865

Jno. H. Rice, Moderator
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Starkville, Miss.








October 19th 1865.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with a Sermon by the Moder​ator from I Cor. X.31. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.
The roll was called and the following members were present viz-

Ministers


Elders


from

Churches

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

W. C. Mills



Columbus

Rev. M. Peden


C. Bardwell



Starkville & Mayhew

Rev. R. S. Gladney

M. W. Peden



Friendship & Fairview

Rev. J. N. Carothers

D. Love



Bethel & Crawfords-

Rev. S. R. Frierson






    ville

Rev. A. H. Barkley

R. A. Minnis



Hamilton

Rev. J. W. Kerr

W. H. Simpson


Poplar Creek

Rev. A. H. Mecklin

J. N. Cook



Olney





E. B. Witherspoon


Beersheba

Absent



J. Dowdle



Unity

O. H. P. Smyth

S. W. Aston



Lebanon

M. J. McLean

J. H. Aughey

Churches not represented—Houston, Macon, Louisville, Okolona, Nazareth, Centre Point, Carolina,* Bethsalem, Smyrna, Pleasant Springs, Bethany, Hopewell, Memphis, Cooks​ville, Shuqualak.   (* Afterwards represented)

Rev. A. H. Barkley was chosen moderator & Rev. A. H. Mecklin Tem. Clerk.

Rev. D. Presley of the Associate Reformed Church, being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The minutes of last meeting, and the Standing Rules were read.  






Presbytery took recess till 3 ½ o’clock p.m.

After recess, Presbytery resumed business. The Moderator announced the following Com​mittees
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On Devotional Exercises—Rev. S. R. Frierson & C. Bardwell
On Narrative to Synod—Rev. J. W. Kerr & J. Carlisle

On Commissioner’s Fund—Rev. J. N. Carothers & D. Love & W. H. Simpson

Judicial Committee—Rev. J. A. Lyon & R. A. Minnis

Auditing Committee—Rev. R. S. Gladney & J. N. Cook

On Statistical Report—Rev. M. Peden & E. B. Witherspoon

Rev. J. W. Kerr asked to be excused from preaching the Presbyterial Sermon for reasons which were deemed satisfactory and he was excused—

Rev. R. S. Gladney having been appointed to open the Ministerial Conference with an Essay on the relation between the Church and the State—a sermon on that subject was sub​stituted—the sermon to be delivered on Saturday at 11 o’clock a.m. and the Conference to follow it.

A free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds was made the order of the day for tomorrow 10 o’clock a.m. 
Rev. J. W. Kerr assigned reasons for not attending the last meeting, which were sustained. 

Reasons were assigned for Columbus, Aberdeen & Beersheba not being represented at the last meeting, which were sustained. Olney & Unity excused.

Rev. Messrs Gladney, & Frierson, with Elders M. W. Peden and R. A. Minnis were ap​point​ted a Committee to visit Okolona Church, inquire into its situation, take such steps as they may think advisable with regard to the liquidation of the debt against said Church, and report to Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 








9 o’clock.

Presbytery met. A quorum was present, and Presbytery was opened with prayer. The roll was called and absentees marked. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Joseph Stribling an Elder from Carolina Church appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.
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Rev. J. A. Lyon, Chairman of the Committee on the case of Rev. J. H. Aughey, made a report, which was received and after some discussion, was laid on the table for the present, the hour having arrived for the free conversation on the state of religion. After which Pres​bytery took recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.

After recess, Presbytery met. A request from Carolina Church, for the ministerial services of Rev. O. H. P. Smyth for one fourth of his time for twelve months, promising him $200. and as much more as they could raise, which was granted.

A request from Aberdeen Church, asking permission to employ Rev. Mr. McAllister of Red River Presbytery, as Stated Supply for 12 months, promising him at least $850. was also made and granted.

Rev. J. W. Kerr from the Committee on Obituaries made a report which was received and adopted, and is as follows.

Memoir of Rev. James Pelan

He was born in Kentucky in 1820. About the year 1845 he removed to Ohio, and there married Miss Jane Josephine Daugherty of Springfield. They had six children, three of whom died young, the other three lived a few years. In 1848, he was a member of Miami Presbytery [Ohio]. In 1849, he became Pastor of the Church at Milford Centre. In 1851 he traveled in Europe, or contemplated such a tour. In 1860, March 12th, Mrs. J. J. Pelan died in Tiffin City, O. In 1861 he came to Miss., and commenced in the month of April preach​ing to the Churches of Macon and Centre Point. In October of that year he was received by this Presbytery, from the Presbytery of Western Reserve. In 1862, he was transferred to the churches of Okolona & Friendship in Chickasaw County, Miss. In August of that year, he was tried by Court Martial in Okolona & in October, of the same year, by this Presbytery, at Starkville, on the 
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charge of having written letters, over fictitious signatures, derogatory to the character of an Elder of the Church, who had been Provost Martial at Okolona. In the former case the charge was not sustained, and in the latter it was withdrawn, by consent of parties. In November of that year, he married Mrs. Sarah Atkinson of Friendship Church. In Decem​ber Mrs. Pelan’s mother, Mrs Irby, died, and Mr. Pelan was, by vague suspicion, charged with poisoning her. In 1863 the rumor was assumed by his brother in law Mr. Thomas Irby. Mr. Pelan offered to have the body examined; and demanded that this should be done, or the slander silenced; or that prosecution should be instituted against him for slan​der. Four days after the date of Mr. Pelan’s last letter to Mr. Thomas Irby, Mr. Pelan testified to Wm Atkinson, Mrs. Pelan and Mr Fitzgerald & Mr. Cook that Mr. Thomas Irby had waylaid him, and shot him, through the left breast. His physician said that if Mr. Pelan did not bleed to death his wound immediately, he might survive four or five days. Mr. Pelan and the wit​nesses to whom he testified, thought his death was immanent. He partially recovered and united with other Presbyters in requesting a called meeting of Presbytery, to investigate the charges against his character. Before Presbytery could meet, he was assas​sin​ated in his own house, by three men calling themselves soldiers, asking for refresh​ments. These assas​sins escaped undetected. Presbytery met, however, and although the court [as a] judicatory did not undertake a regular judicial trial. 27 witnesses were exam​ined, and after three days investigation adopted the following preamble and resolution, “Whereas it was not the in​tention of Presbytery, nor do we feel authorized to pronounce either sentence of acquittal or of condemnation upon a man, already in his grave
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I. Resolved, that Presbytery simply recommend not only to its own members, but to all others in the community where these things occurred, to abstain from any reflection upon the memory of the deceased and from any unnecessary reference to these rumors.

II. Resolved that the Stated Clerk be authorized to allow copies of the testimony in the case of Mr. Pelan. A copy of the testimony was taken by the author of this report, and a man​uscript digest of the case prepared in which the writer and others think, it is shewn to the sat​isfaction of considerate readers, that Mrs. Irby died of paralysis, and not by poison as alleged. The publication of this digest has been deferred by the peculiar embarrassments of the country; and it will probably be committed to the discretion of Mr. Pelan’s brother, Rev George Pelan of Cornersville, Indiana. At the time of his death Rev. James Pelan was in the 42nd year of his age, and had been an intelligent respected, and useful minister of the Pres​byterian Church for more than fifteen years. He was a tall, spare man, of dark com​plex​ion, black eyes and hair, wore side whiskers. His eyes were sunken, his brow, cheek bones, and nose were prominent, his mouth and chin were broad, and he was of bilious, sanguine tem​p​erament. He was a benevolent man in his disposition and apparently free from any tend​ency to excess of pride, vanity, avarice or vindictiveness. His mind was marked by scope & symmetry, rather than by richness or gravity of sentiment. He was respectful, patient & tender in his domestic relations, fond of children, and they were easily attracted to & taught by him. He had a clear understanding of the doctrines and polity of the
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Presbyterian Church, and was a discreet presbyter, characterized by steady and conserva​​tive views in political affairs. He was a member of the General Assembly which met at Nash​ville. He came to the South at the beginning of the late war for permanent resi​dence, for the express purpose of meeting & enduring God’s providence among the people & in​sti​tu​tions of his choice. His remains lie buried in the Methodist Cemetery near his late res​i​dence in Chickasaw County, Miss., 12 miles west of Okolona.
Note. The historic memorials are obtained mostly from letters found by the writer among Rev. James Pelan’s papers.





J. W. K.

The Moderator announced the following Committee on Commissioner’s fund—Rev. J. N. Carothers, D. Love and W. H. Simpson. 

On motion Presbytery resumed the unfinished business, viz. the Report on the Case of Mr. Aughey. The Report was considered and adopted, and is as follows—The Committee appointed to examine and report upon a certain book entitled The Iron Furnace: or Slavery and Secession By Rev. J. H. Aughey a Refugee from Mississippi—with a likeness of the author, and dedicated to his personal friends (named) beg leave to report, that they have carefully examined the same and find it, in their judgment, eminently egotistic, vindictive and slanderous, in many respects. But it is nevertheless, so worded, in those statements that are within our power to investigate, that it would be difficult to establish positive false​hood, except by ex parte evidence. Whilst the book contains much that may be untrue, but which is beyond the range of our investigation, many of the embellishments, perversions, and
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exaggerations of the book are shielded by a caveat contained in the preface in these words viz: “Compelled to leave Dixie in haste, I had no time to collect materials for my book. I was therefore under the necessity of writing without those aids which would have secured greater accuracy: I have done the best that I could under the circumstances and any errors that may have crept into my statements of facts or reports of addresses, will be cheerfully rec​tified as soon as ascertained” (page 7). It will be perceived that this caveat in the preface is so ample, that it will cover almost any statement contained in the book, however erron​eous. As to his trading with the enemy he says that he became the agent of his friends for the sale of their cotton. “I agreed to this risk” (says he on page 72) “because of the urgent ne​ces​sity of my friends, many of whom were suffering greatly for the indispensable neces​saries of life.” He was charged by a man by the name of Woodruff with being a spy, but he positively denies the charge (on page 82). In several instances he acknowledges to hav​ing uttered that which was not true, under very peculiar and trying circumstances, when he considered his life in imminent danger, which he attempts to justify (on pages 106 & 111). In some instances he uses very extravagant statements, which however, might come under the head of hyperbole, without being designed to be understood literally (pages 184-197, 238, 239-244). Therefore in view of the above facts and considerations; and also in view of the fact, that the action of Presbytery, in dropping from their Roll, the name of Rev. J. H. Aughey, was based on the ground that he had gone beyond our reach, rendering judi​cial investigation (except by an ex parte procedure) wholly impracticable—and also in view of the further fact, that in the event of the return of the said J. H. Aughey to our bounds, there is nothing in the action of Presbytery in his case, that would preclude Presby​tery from pre​ferring charges and citing him to trial, your Committee are of opinion, that the action of Presbytery, as 
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aforesaid, was the wisest and best that could have been taken under the circumstances; and therefore would recommit to Presbytery, respectfully to memorialize the Synod, to recon​sider their action, in requiring this Presbytery to restore the name of Rev. J. H. Aughey upon their Roll, with the view of preferring charges and citing him to trial. The Committee are clearly satisfied, that such a procedure, in view of all the circumstances of the case, would result in no good, and might do much harm. 








Signed—James A. Lyon, Chm.

The above Report was ordered to be forwarded to Synod as our Memorial.

Rev. S. R. Frierson asked for leave of Presbytery to resign his pastoral charge of Stark​ville and Mayhew Churches, and desired an immediate dissolution of said pastoral relation. The commissioner from those churches having waived the right of any further notice, and represented that the churches are willing to have the case issued at this meeting, his request was made the order of the day for tomorrow afternoon.

Aberdeen was chosen as the place for the next regular meeting of this Presbytery.

Rev. R. S. Gladney and Elder R. A. Minnis were elected Principal Commissioners to the General Assembly, to meet at Macon, Georgia on the 14th of December next, and Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., and Elder Jas. Carlisle their alternates.

Mr. Robert W. Mecklin, a Candidate for the ministry under our care, appeared before Presbytery, and asked for further direction with regard to his studies, and the following exercises were assigned him viz: For a Latin Exegesis “An Sit Christus Deus?” For a Criti​cal Exercise John I.1&2.

Rev. R. S. Gladney obtained leave of absence till 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning 








9 o’clock.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. The roll was called and absentees marked. A quorum being present. The minutes of yesterday were read & corrected. 

Joseph Stribling from Carolina Church obtained leave of absence from the remaining ses​sions of this meeting of Presbytery.

The Committee on Commissioner’s Fund made the following report which was adopted. “The Committee appointed to devise the means of defraying the expenses of our Commis​sioners to the General Assembly, to meet at Macon, Georgia, on the 14th December next would respectfully report, that owing to the limited time and the want of mail facilities and the scarcity of money, the necessary amount cannot be raised, and placed in the hands of our Commissioners, without special exertion on the part of all the members of Presby​tery. The Committee recommend the following assessment, and that each member act as an agent to collect the several amounts from the churches respectively, and forward the money as soon as collected to the care of Dr. Lyon at Columbus, Mississippi.
Starkville 
$15.
Aberdeen
$10.
Beersheba
$4.
Olney

$4.

Nazareth              3.
Okolona
    5.
Carolina 
  5.
Houston
  5.

Fairview              7.
Bethel

  15.
Crawford
  5.
Poplar Creek     5.

Friendship         10.
Smyrna                5.
Columbus
20.
Bethsalem
10.
Lebanon              4.
Louisville            4.
Macon

  4.
Hamilton
  5.
Pleasant Spring   5.
Unity

    5.
Mayhew
  5.
Centre Point
  5.
Cooksville           2.  
Shuqualak
    2.
                Making $169.00.
The Committee on Statistical Report to Synod made their report, which was received, and adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod, which is as follows viz: The Tombeckbee Presbytery consists of eleven ministers, thirty churches—and has under its care two can​di​dates for the gospel ministry.








M. Peden, Chm.
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On motion, the Presbyterial tax was reduced from one dollar to 50 cents. 

The Committee on the Narrative made their report which was received & adopted and is as follows—The estimate of the State of Religion at this time necessarily embraces the facts and influences attending two very diverse conditions of the community. The first six months of the Ecclesiastical year were months of war; they were the last months of a four years civil war. The latter six months have been the first six months of a restored peace. There must be a discrimination between the effect, the desolating, and demoralizing effects of civil war on the one hand, and the order, recuperative industry, and the revival of piety on the other, which the state of peace so much favors, and which has been in some degree realized. A larger army that of Cromwell’s has been disbanded and has been merged into the mass of civil society. A stranger could not discern that such a change had really taken place so recently by any obvious manifestations of the lawless, boisterous, or rude habits or manners incident to, and almost inseparable from the organizations of war. The advanced moral & civil qualities of our people and the constant diffusion among our soldiery during the four years contest—of the softening and refining influences of the loved ones at home, evinced by this state of order in our country, call for devout thanksgiving to God. While we find reason for thankfulness in the cessation of war and the return of peace, and in the amount of moral character preserved to our people; we must not forget that it is the pre​eminent duty of Christians to seek fully to understand the meaning of this severe and pro​tracted discipline laid upon us by the master
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and to bring forth the precise fruits designed & desired by him. Advancement is not made in knowledge and in grace, by generalizations, but by special apprehension of truth and specific practice of virtue. So advancement is made in the life and intelligence of religion not more by the experience of God’s favor in prosperous circumstances, than by the exper​ience of his discipline adverse visitations. We ought to be able to say, “Before I was afflic​ted I went astray, but it is good for me that I have been afflicted that I might learn thy statutes.” “I have gone astray like a lost sheep—Seek thy servant, for I do not forget thy com​mandments.” We are cheered and encouraged by the manifestations of a chastened spirit by our people, by the increased attention to the means of grace, by the renewed zeal of many of our ministers, and by the special favor of God in numerous additions to our churches. Not less than eight or nine churches report considerable additions, and one no less than forty at one season of grace. Sabbath Schools are maintained as formerly. The ob​ser​vance of the Sabbath has perhaps lessened during the war, and this is still noticed as a discouragement. Infidelity and worldliness threaten and pain us. Contributions for the sus​tainment of the ministry and charitable purposes are at a minimum point. We lament the death of our aged Brother, Rev. R. Henderson. He was faithful in his labours, and peaceful in his death. One of our church buildings was destroyed during the war, and another, used occasionally by our denomination the former located at Hamilton, the latter at Bankston. Three of our churches are supplied with preaching every Sabbath. Five others, two Sab​baths in the month, several others, once a month, while several 
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are vacant. Several protracted meetings have been held in those vacant churches, by our Brethren, with very encouraging results. There was a falling off in the attendance of our coloured population, upon the means of grace, after the surrender, and the restoration of peace but in some places, they have manifested a disposition to resume their former habits of attending preaching. This class of our population needs the special prayers and efforts of God’s people, that they may be, by grace, made truthful, honest, and industrious, and saved from misery and death.








J. W. Kerr, Chm.

Rev. Joseph Bardwell from the Presbytery of Nashville being present was invited to sit as a Corresponding member. Presbytery proceeded to the order of the day viz: to hear the Pres​by​terial Sermon from Rev. R. S. Gladney, after which Presbytery took recess to meet at the call of the moderator.

After recess Presbyterial Conference was held, subject, “The relation between Church and State.”

The unfinished business was taken up, and Presbytery proceeded to consider the request of Rev. S. R. Frierson with regard to the dissolution of the pastoral relation between himself and the Starkville & Mayhew Churches.





Pending the discussion Presbytery took recess till 7 p.m.








7 o’clock p.m.

A quorum being present Presbytery resumed business. On motion, the further consideration of the request of Rev. S. R. Frierson was postponed for the present. The following, pre​sented by Elder W. H. Simpson, was read and unanimously adopted, viz: “Whereas many of our churches are destitute of the living ministry, and our people, in many places are scat​tered as sheep that have no Shepherd, many of our youth
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are growing up in ignorance of the great doctrines of the Bible, and many of our Candidates for the ministry have fallen by the hand of war, or have turned their thoughts to other pur​suits. Few are coming forward, and saying “Here am I send me to the harvest field.” There​fore in view of these facts
Resolved 1st. That this Presbytery appoint the 4th Sabbath in November next, as a day of humble prayer to the Great Head of the Church that he would send forth more laborers into his vineyard, with a holy [indecipherable word] passion for the souls of men.

Resolved 2nd. That our ministers on that day, from their pulpits, bring this subject before their Churches, urging parents to consecrate their sons to God, and calling upon the youth of their charges to examine the claims of the Great Master and his Church, upon their tal​ents, &c.

Resolved 3rd. That the private members of the churches be exhorted to do all in their power to advance this good work, by gathering the young into Sabbath Schools & Bible Classes, and by endeavouring to turn their hearts to God.”

The Auditing Committee made their report, which was received and adopted and is as follows, viz: “Your Committee have examined the Treasurer’s account and find it correct. We find in his hands—

For Commissioner’s Fund to the General Assembly
$28.00

For Contingent Fund of Presbytery


  33.00

For Synodical Fund




    1.50

As the Contingent Fund of Presbytery, we find $25., uncurrent, and worthless. Also the $1.50 Synodical Fund.

We recommend that the Treasurer be released from further charge of, or any liability for said funds.

Your Committee also find in the hands of your late Commissioners to the General Assem​bly $691 for Domestic Missions, and $175. for Commissioner’s fund.
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All of which is now deemed worthless, and we would recommend that said Commissioners be released from any further charge of said funds.”

The agent of the Education Fund of Presbytery reported that he had, in his hands $281.18, in current funds, $498.40 in uncurrent paper, which report was received. And the agent was exonerated from all blame and all responsibility, with regard to the Confederate funds in his hands. On motion, the thanks of the Presbytery were tendered to Brother D. Love, for the very efficient and satisfactory manner in which he has discharged his duty and that he be requested to continue to act as agent of the Education Fund.
On motion, the Rule requiring the moderator to deliver an address on Systematic Benev​olence was suspended.
On motion of Rev. R. S. Gladney, Rev. M. Peden was requested to labour as a missionary among the destitute churches in our bounds, one half his time for the ensuing year, and to take up collections from the churches where he may so labor, for the cause of Domestic Missions. And the Committee ad Interim was instructed to apply to the Executive Commit​tee of Domestic Missions at Columbia, S.C. for a Commission asking for whatever aid may be required to make the sum of $300 for his compensation.

“How far is obedience to civil law a Christian duty?” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Conference and Elder R. A. Minnis was appointed Essayist. 

Rev. Mr. Kelly from Louisiana Presbytery, being present was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.

On motion, the unfinished business was taken up
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And by a vote of Presbytery, the Pastoral relation between Rev. S. R. Frierson and the Starkville & Mayhew Churches, was dissolved, and the Moderator was authorized to de​clare the pulpits of those churches vacant on tomorrow.
“Ministerial Support” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Sermon, and the Rev. S. R. Frierson appointed to preach it.

Rev. J. W. Kerr obtained leave to preach in the bounds of Mayhew Church, if the way be open.

Unity Church asked leave to employ Rev. J. W. Karr one fourth of his time, for the ensuing year, which was granted.

Rev. A. H. Barkley and Rev. J. W. Kerr were appointed to visit the churches of Cooksville and Shuqualak, before the next meeting of this Presbytery.

The usual Resolution of thanks, to the good and generous people of Starkville & vicinity, was adopted. The minutes were read and approved, and presbytery adjourned to meet at Aberdeen on Thursday before the full moon in April at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with sing​ing, prayer, and the Apostolic Benediction.








A. H. Barkley, Moderator








A. H. Mecklin, Tem. Clk.






Attest

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.
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Kosciusko, Miss.







October 29th 1865.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met by order of the Synod of Mississippi, then in Session at this place, and was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

Members present.



Rev. M. Peden



Ruling Elders



Rev. J. N. Carothers


W. Hannah.



Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.


B. F. Smith



Rev. A. H. Barkley


John Collins



Rev. A. H. Mecklin

On motion of Dr J. A. Lyon, the Agent of the Education Fund was ordered to pay to the order of our Candidate R. W. Mecklin, the sum of forty-five dollars to aid him in prosecut​ing his studies.

This being the special business for which the Presbytery met, on motion Presbytery ad​journed to meet at Aberdeen according to previous adjournment. Closed with prayer.








A. H. Barkley, Mod.








A. H. Mecklin, Tem. Clk






Attest

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clk.

Note. Ministers absent and churches not represented are not recorded on the next page where they should be. I therefore record them here, applicable to the meeting at Aberdeen.

Ministers absent—Rev. M. Peden, Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & Rev. M. J. McLean.
Churches not represented—Columbus, Starkville, Mayhew, Houston, Friendship & Fair​view, Bethel & Crawford, Louisville, Okolona, Nazareth, Beersheba, Unity, Centre Point, Carolina, Bethsalem, Smyrna, Bethany, Pleasant Spring, Hopewell, Memphis, Cooksville, Shuqualak, [and] Franconia.—J. N. Carothers, S. C.
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Aberdeen, Miss., April 26th 1866








Thursday, 11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the Moder​ator, Rev. A. H. Barkley from Isa LXII.1. After which Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members were present, viz:

Ministers


Elders


from

Churches

Rev. R. S. Gladney

Jas. Carlisle



Aberdeen

Rev. J. N. Carothers

A. M. Dinsmore


Macon

Rev. A. H. Barkley

J. N. Cook



Olney





J. Love




Lebanon

Rev. J. N. Carothers was chosen moderator, and Elder Jas. Carlisle Tem. Clerk. 






Presbytery then took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

At 3 o’clock, Presbytery resumed business. The same members present with the addition of Rev. A. H. Mecklin, who rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness. The Stated Clerk read the minutes of the last meeting, and also the Standing Rules.

The Moderator then announced the following Committees

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. R. S. McAlister, the Stated Supply & Jas. Carlisle, the Elder of this Church

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. R. S. Gladney & Elder J. N. Cook

On Minutes of Gen. Assembly—Rev. R. S. Gladney & [Elder] Dinsmore

Judicial Committee—Rev. A. H. Barkley & J. Love

On Examination of Candidates—Barkley, Gladney & Carlisle

Rev. R. S. McAllister of Red River Presbytery was invited to sit as a corresponding mem​ber. Also Rev. Mr. Chambliss of the Baptist Church & Rev Mr. Larrabee of the Meth​odist Church.

The Moderator then presented, & read, a letter of dismission
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of Rev. Joseph Bardwell from the Presbytery of Nashville to join this Presbytery. Where​upon the Rev. J. Bardwell presented himself before the Presbytery, was examined in ac​cord​​​ance with our usage, and was most cordially received as a member of this Presbytery.

The Macon Church, through her delegate, gave satisfactory reasons for that church not hav​ing been represented on several former occasions.

Sessional Records were called for and assigned to the following committees—

Bethel & Crawfordsville—to Rev. A. H. Mecklin & J. Love

Lebanon, Olney & Poplar Creek—to A. H. Barkley & A. M. Dinsmore

Aberdeen, Starkville & Mayhew—to Rev. J. Bardwell & J. N. Cook

Rev. A. H. Mecklin and J. N. Cook were appointed a Committee on Supplies.

Rev. A. H. Barkley reported that he had not been able to fill his appointments at Cooksville & Shuqualak Churches, & his reasons were sustained.

The examination of the Candidate, Mr. R. Mecklin, was made the first order of the day for tomorrow morning, and his written exercises were placed in the hands of the examining com​mittee. Rev. Messrs Carothers, Barkley, and Mecklin reported compliance with the order of Presbytery in reference to the exercises appointed for the fourth Sabbath of Nov​em​ber last.

Elder A. M. Dinsmore was appointed Treasurer pro. tem. 

Elder James Carlisle obtained leave of absence till tomorrow morning and Rev. A. H. Barkley appointed to act as Clerk in his place. The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported in part & their report was received.

On motion Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 ½ o’clock. 









      Closed with prayer.









Friday morning









8 ½ o’clock-

Presbytery met. A quorum being present, opened with prayer. 
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Rev. J. W. Kerr appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. The order of the day was then taken up, after reading the minutes of yesterday, and presbytery proceeded to the examination of Mr. Mecklin on the Languages, Arts and Sciences, which examination was sustained.

The Committee on the Records of Aberdeen Church reported recommending that said rec​ords be approved, which report was received and adopted.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises made a further report which was received and approved. Ten o’clock a.m. tomorrow was fixed as the time for Presbyterial Conference.

Rev. Messrs. Kendall & Whitehead of the Methodist Church being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Macon, Miss. was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery. The Standing Rule, requiring Presbytery to meet on Thursday before the full moon in October, was sus​pended, and the Thursday before the full moon in September was made the time for the next meeting.

The Committees to whom the Records of Macon, Mayhew, Bethel, Crawfordsville Churches had been referred made their reports respectively, and their reports were received and adopted.

The Mayhew Church asked leave to employ the Rev J. W. Kerr as Stated Supply for one year—which request was granted.

The Standing Rule, requiring Churches to send up their Records and Statistical Reports to the Spring meetings of Presbytery, was changed, so as to require them to be sent up in the fall.

On motion it was Resolved that the Stated Clerk be requested to obtain possession of all the old Records of this Presbytery.

A request was presented from Poplar Creek Church, asking leave to continue the
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ministerial services of Rev. A. H. Mecklin for one half of his time promising him two hund​red & fifty dollars, also from Lebanon Church, and from Olney Church, each for one fourth of his time, each promising him one hundred & fifty dollars, all which requests were granted.

Rev. J. W. Kerr reported compliance with the order to visit Cooksville Church.

The Committee appointed to visit Okolona Church reported that the order had been par​tially complied with, but the matter was not completed, Whereupon it was Resolved that the same Committee be continued with the addition of Rev A. H. Barkley, and the Com​mittee was urged to the prompt discharge of the duty in hand.







Presbytery took recess till 8 o’clock to-night.








8 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. A quorum being present, business was resumed. Rev. Messrs Lyon & Frier​son, with R. A. Minnis, Elder from Hamilton Church, appeared, gave satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness, and took their seats.

Rev. R. S. Gladney & Elder R. A. Minnis reported their attendance as our Commissioners to the last Assembly &c., and their report was received and approved. 

Eleven o’clock a.m. on tomorrow was fixed as the time to hear the Presbyterial Sermon. 

Rev. R. S. Gladney offered a Resolution in relation to the moral, religious, and intel​lec​tual improvement of the freed people in our midst, and asking that a Committee be appointed to prepare a minute on that subject and report to-morrow, which was adopted and the Moderator appointed Rev. R. S. Gladney, Rev. J. Bardwell, and Elder R. A. Minnis said Committee.








Saturday morning








8 o’clock

Presbytery met. A quorum being present, was opened with prayer. 
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The minutes of yesterday were read and corrected.

The Committees on the Records of Poplar Creek, Olney & Lebanon Churches made their several reports recommending their approval except that baptisms are recorded in the min​​utes of Lebanon Church as a part of Sessional business, and that book has not been be​​fore Presbytery since 1864, which report was received and adopted.

It appearing to Presbytery that the sum of nine dollars and eighty cents is due to our Com​​missioners to the last General Assembly, it was ordered that the Treasurer pay them that amount. The amount of seven dollars was then paid into the treasury, for Contingent fund, and four dollars for Commissioner’s fund, and the seven dollars was paid, by the Treasurer pro tem, to the Stated Clerk, on his salary for the past year, and the four dollars to R. A. Minnis on behalf of the Commissioners, there being no more funds in his hands.
The Committee on the minutes of the General Assembly made a partial report, and on mo​tion, the Committee was continued, and required to make a full report to the next meeting of Presbytery.

The Committee on the Records of Starkville Church reported recommending their appro​val, except that on page 69 there is a record of a meeting of Session without stating who were present, which report was received and adopted.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises made a further report, which was received and approved.

The hour for Presbyterial Conference having arrived, the Conference was opened with an Essay by Elder R. A. Minnis on the subject, “How far is obedience to civil law a Christ​ian duty?” After which the Roll was called & the members expressed their views at some length.





       Pending which Presbytery took recess for ten minutes.
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After recess the Presbyterial Sermon was delivered by Rev. S. R. Frierson, on Ministerial Support from Eph IV [ch.] 11th [v.]. 





      After sermon Presbytery took recess till ½ past 2 p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met, a quorum being present. On motion, the continuance of the Conference was suspended for half an hour. It was ordered that the Treasurer pro tem be directed to pay over to our Commissioners and Stated Clerk whatever funds may have come into his hands for Commissioner’s and Contingent Fund respectively—and that the Treasurer be directed to pay over to them any balance that may be due them.

The half hour having expired the Presbyterial Conference was finished.

A letter was received & read from Wm. H. Simpson a Ruling Elder of Poplar Creek Church assigning reasons for that church not being represented at the present meeting, which were sustained.


Rev. J. Bardwell asked leave of Presbytery to labor a portion of his time in East Mis​sissippi Presbytery, and leave was granted him.

The Starkville church asked leave to employ Rev. J. Bardwell for one half his time, dur​ing the remainder of the current year, promising him at the rate of eight hundred dollars per annum, which was granted.

The Hamilton Church asked leave to employ Rev. S. R. Frierson one fourth of his time until the next meeting of Presbytery promising him one hundred dollars and leave was granted.

Presbytery took recess until after public worship.

After which the Committee on the Latin Exegesis of Mr. R. Mecklin and also on his Crit​i​cal Exercise reported recommending that both be sustained as parts of trial—
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which report was received and adopted. Presbytery then proceeded to examine Mr. Meck​lin on Theology, pending which, 






Presbytery took recess until 8 o’clock to-night.








8 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. The following Resolution was presented by R. A. Minnis and unanimously adopted viz: Resolved that the Presbyterian Index, published in the city of Mobile, Ala., and a paper published in Richmond, Va., for the children of the church and for Sabbath Schools be recommended to the sessions and congregations under our care, and that special efforts be made to extend their circulation.
The further examination of Mr. Mecklin was suspended, and it was Resolved that other subjects be assigned him with a view to his final examination & licensure at the next meet​​ing of Presbytery. The following subjects were assigned him viz- For a popular Lecture- Eph. III.14-19 and for a popular Sermon—Rom. V. chapter & 8th verse.

The Committee on Supplies made their report, which was received, amended, & adopted & is as follows—

Rev. Messrs. 
Carothers & Kerr 
      hold a 4 days meeting at
Houston—both in August


 
Carothers & McAllister 

“

Fairview—at discretion



Bardwell & Frierson


“

Macon—at discretion



Smyth & Peden


“

Louisville 
“



Frierson & Gladney


“

Hamilton
“



Mecklin & Carothers


“

Olney—1st Sab. in July



Peden & Mecklin


“

Nazareth—2nd Sab. Sept.



Kerr & McAllister


“

Beersheba—2nd Sab. Aug.



Kerr & Barkley


“

Unity—at discretion



Frierson & Lyon


“

Centre Point—4th Sab. July



Smyth & Mecklin


“

Carolina—3rd Sab. in Sept.



Mecklin & Barkley


“

Lebanon—2nd Sab. in Aug.
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Smyth & Peden


“

Smyrna—at discretion



Smyth & Frierson


“

Pleasant Spr—1st Sab. Aug.



Carothers & Gladney


“

Bethany—3rd Sab. in July



Lyon & Bardwell


“

Cooksville—3rd Sab June



Barkley & Gladney


“

Crawfordsville, 1st in June

Rev. Dr. Lyon was, on motion, added to the Committee to visit Okolona Church. 

“The purpose of God in our past afflictions & present experience” was chosen as the sub​ject for next Presbyterial Conference, and Rev. J. Bardwell was appointed Essayist. “The necessity and efficacy of prayer” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Ser​mon, and Rev. J. W. Kerr appointed to deliver it.

On motion it was Resolved, that the Standing Rule, requiring reports on minister’s sal​ar​ies, be suspended and that those reports be required at the next meeting of Presbytery. 

The committee appointed to prepare a pastoral letter to the colored people in our church, made a report through their chairman Rev. S. R. Frierson, which was received and adopted, and Bro. Frierson was requested to prepare it for publication and forward it to the Stated Clerk that he may secure its publication in the Index.

The Committee to prepare a report to Presbytery on the best means to promote, the moral, religious, & intellectual improvement of the freedmen, made a report, which was recei​ved, amended, and adopted and is as follows—“Whereas the peace, harmony, & pros​per​ity of society, depend upon the intelligence & virtue of the entire population; and Where​as the colored population, born & bred among us, & bound to us & we to them, by all ties of the domestic circle and of mutual dependence; and Whereas in the great revo​lution through which we have passed, their loyalty, faithfulness & friendship, under every temp​tation, entitle
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those of them now among us, to a continuance of our friendship & sympathy; and Whereas their political & civil relations have been changed by no act of their own; we are bound by all the considerations of interest, humanity & Christianity, to promote their moral & intellectual advancement, their temporal and spiritual interests; and Whereas sound philosophy requires that we should supply them with instructors, both literary and religious and aid and direct them in all their efforts at self-improvement, Therefore

I. Resolved that this Presbytery recommend to all our Ministers and Elders, the appoint​ment of Committees in all our churches, to aid the colored population in organizing schools, securing competent teachers, and in procuring the means of both literary and religious instruction.

II. Resolved, that said committees are authorized to invite the cooperation of all Christian denominations, and of all citizens.

III. Resolved, that we recommend the formation of a Central Committee, to consist of men chosen from among the different denominations, to which annual or semiannual Re​ports shall be made, of schools organized, funds received and disbursed, and progress made; and that said Committees solicit aid from all the friends of the colored race, both South and North,

IV. Resolved, that a sound policy in every nation has committed the education of its citi​zens to the superintendence of the State, and that we recommend this subject to the consi​deration of the Legislature.

V. resolved that the ministers of the different churches be requested to lay this subject be​fore the people, & to explain the same to the colored population.”
[187]
Rev. R. S. Gladney was appointed to request the publication of these proceedings in the Sunny South, and Dr. Chambliss of the Baptist Church, Rev. Mr. Kendall and B. B. Bar​ker of the Methodist Church, were requested to act with Rev. Mr Gladney, and constitute a committee to inaugurate the movement in Aberdeen.
The Standing Rule requiring the Moderator to deliver an address on Systematic Benevo​lence was suspended, and that duty was dispensed with on the present occasion.

Resolved, that the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered to the good people of Aberdeen for their kind hospitality to the members.

The minutes were read & corrected, and Presbytery adjourned to meet at the Presbyterian Church in Macon, Miss. on Thursday before the full moon in September next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, & benediction.








J. N. Carothers, Moderator








Jas Carlisle, Tem. Clk.






Attest

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.
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Macon, Mississippi








September 20th 1866

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. N. Carothers the moderator from John 11 [ch] 34th [v.]. “My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.”

The Roll was called and the following members were present, viz:

Ministers


Elders




Churches

Rev. M. Peden


A. McMillan

from

Starkville

Rev. R. S. Gladney

T. N. Martin



Houston

Rev. J. N. Carothers

Jno M. Peden



Friendship & Fairview

Rev. A. H. Barkley

W. A. McMillan


Aberdeen

Rev. J. W. Kerr

D. Love



Bethel & Crawford

Rev. A. H. Mecklin

O. Hendrick



Macon

Rev. J. Bardwell

D. A. Graham



Louisville

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

A. C. Morton



Okolona





W. H. Simpson


Poplar Creek

Absent



R. R. Spann



Centre Point





J. E. Wilkinson


Carolina

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

Jno A. Thompson


Bethsalem

Rev. S. R. Frierson

Wm. T. Peden



Smyrna





Tho. J. Peden



Pleasant Spring

The following Churches were not represented viz: Columbus, Hamilton, Olney, Nazareth, Unity, Beersheba, Lebanon, Bethany, Cooksville, and Shuqualak.

Rev. J. W. Kerr was chosen Moderator, and Elder A. McMillan Tem. Clerk. 

Rev. E. Caloway and Rev. J. Bancroft of the Methodist Church, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.
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Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m. 








[3 o’clock p.m.]

After recess, the same members being present, Presbytery proceeded to business. The minutes of last meeting and the Standing Rules were read.
The Moderator appointed the following Committees—

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. J. Bardwell & O. Hendrick

On Examination of Candidates—Rev. Messrs Barkley, Bardwell, & Gladney.

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. Messrs Carothers & Bardwell & Elder Love

Judicial Committee—Rev. Messrs Gladney & Peden

On Narrative—Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elders Thompson & J. M. Peden

On Assessment—Rev. M. Peden & Elders Love & McMillan

Rev. M. Peden rendered reasons for absence from the last meeting, which were sustained. Starkville & Mayhew Churches rendered reasons for not being represented, and were ex​cused. The reasons for Houston Church were sustained. Friendship was excused. Bethel & Crawford, Bethsalem and Pleasant Spring gave reasons which were sustained. 

Rev. A. H. Barkley from the Committee to visit Okolona Church, reported that the duty assigned them was performed and the business completed, and the Committee was dis​charged. 

The Free Conversation on the state of religion was made the order of the day for to-mor​row morning 9 o’clock. The Presbyterial Sermon, for Saturday 11 o’clock.

Rev. J. Bardwell obtained leave of absence till Saturday. He then made satisfactory report in regard to visiting vacant churches as ordered by Presbytery. 







Presbytery took recess till 7 ½ o’clock p.m.







7 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and heard a popular Lecture from the Candidate R. W. Mecklin, and made remarks upon it, as a part of trial. 
The election of Commissioners to the General Assembly was made the order of the day for Saturday morning 9 o’clock. Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow
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morning at 8 o’clock.







Closed with prayer.








Friday morning 








8 o’clock.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer, members present as on yesterday. The min​utes of yesterday were read and corrected. 

Rev. J. G. Downing of East Alabama Presbytery appeared and was invited to sit as a cor​responding member. 

The records of Friendship, Fairview, Bethel, Houston, Bethsalem, & Macon Churches were approved. The Records of Centre Point were approved, except that they have not been before Presbytery since 1850, and that the names of the Elders constituting the Ses​sion are omitted. Records of Smyrna Church were approved except the absence of a Stat​is​tical Report. Records of Pleasant Spring Church were approved, with the same excep​tion, and that they have not been before Presbytery for over two years.

The Committee on Assessment made their report, which was received, and adopted and is as follows. For Commissioner’s Fund

Starkville
$7.00.

Aberdeen
$7.00. 

Bethel

$10.00.

Beersheba
  3.00.

Olney

  3.00.

Okolona
    3.00.

Carolina
  3.00.

Houston
  3.00.

Fairview
    4.00.

Crawford
  3.00.

Poplar Creek
  3.00.

Friendship
    6.00.

Smyrna
  3.00.

Columbus
13.00.

Bethsalem
    7.00.

Lebanon
  3.00.

Louisville
  3.00.

Macon

    3.00.

Hamilton
  2.00.

Pleasant Spring 3.00.

Unity

    3.00.

Mayhew
  3.00.

Centre Point
  3.00.

Cooksville
    2.00.


          $27.00.

                      $38.00.



$38.00.

The hour having arrived, the free conversation on the subject of religion was had, after which Mr. R. W. Mecklin delivered his trial sermon according to appointment of Pres​bytery.





Presbytery then took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








[3 o’clock p.m.]

After recess the Roll was called, & remarks made upon the sermon, and the popular ser​mon & popular lecture were both unanimously sustained as parts of trial.
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The Rev. E. Strode of the Baptist Church being present was invited to sit as a corres​pond​ing member. 

Mr. R. W. Mecklin was examined on Hebrew and Church History. 

On motion of Rev. J. N. Carothers, R. S. Gladney was allowed to accept the profes​sor​ship of chemistry in the Medical College at Mobile, and instructed to labour in the minis​try as providence may open the way.

Poplar Creek Church was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Elder T. N. Martin obtained leave of absence after to-day. 

Rev. Messrs Carothers, Peden, & Smith were appointed a Committee on Supplies for va​cant churches. 





Presbytery then adjourned to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.








Saturday morning, Sept. 22nd







9 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. A quorum was present. 

Rev. R. S. McAllister who has laboured for some time within our bounds as Stated Sup​ply of Aberdeen Church appeared and stated to Presbytery that he had given up the charge of said Church, and took an affectionate leave of the Presbytery. The moderator in the name & on behalf of the Presbytery expressed our high appreciation of his faithful and valuable services in the ministry since he came among us, our entire confidence in him, & fraternal feelings towards him, and our sincere desire for his future useful and hap​piness.

The order of the day viz: the Election of Commissioners to the General Assembly then came up, which resulted in the unanimous election of Rev. A. H. Barkley principal and Rev J. W. Kerr alternate, with Ruling Elder O. Hendrick as principal and C. Bardwell his alternate.

Rev. M. Peden offered as a reason for non-compliance with the order of Presbytery in supplying vacant churches, his ill health, being afflicted with Paralysis, which was entirely satisfactory.
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Rev. M. Peden, on the same ground, tendered his resignation of the office of Treasurer of Presbytery, whereupon, on motion of Rev. J. N. Carothers, his resignation was accepted, and the thanks of presbytery returned to him for his long, faithful and efficient services in said office.

On motion of Rev. M. Peden, Presbytery unanimously appointed the Rev. A. H. Barkley Treasurer in his stead.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth reported compliance with the order of Presbytery to supply Louisville Church. Rev. A. H. Mecklin reported compliance, in supplying Olney Church, and Rev J. N. Carothers gave reasons for non-compliance with the same order which were entirely sat​is​factory. Rev. A. H. Mecklin also reported compliance with the order to supply Nazareth. Rev. R. S. McAllister informed Presbytery that he had visited Beersheba Church as re​ques​ted, and Rev J. W. Kerr gave reasons for not visiting said Church, as ordered, which were sustained. He reported compliance with the order of Presby. to supply Unity Church, and Rev. A. H. Barkley gave reasons for non-attendance, which were sustained. Rev. O. H. P. Smyth reported that he had visited Carolina Church as ordered, and Rev. A. H. Mecklin gave reasons for not complying with that order, which were satisfactory. Rev. J. N. Caro​thers reported that Brother R. S. McAllister had assisted him at Fairview Church as re​quested. Rev. A. H. Barkley and Rev. A. H. Mecklin reported that they had fulfilled their mission to Lebanon & Crawford Churches. Rev. J. W. Kerr gave reasons for not assisting Rev. J. N. Carothers at Houston, which were sustained. 

Mr. J. A. Mecklin was introduced to Presbytery, and examined on Experimental Religion, and his views in seeking the gospel ministry; which examination being satisfactory, he was taken under the care of Presbytery
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as a student seeking the gospel ministry.

Mr. J. E. Wilkinson, the Elder from Carolina Church asked leave of Presbytery to make such arrangements with the Rev. O. H. P. Smith, for his past services, as Stated Supply to that Church, and for his future labors, as they may be able to make with him, which request was granted.

The Presbyterial Sermon was preached by Rev. J. W. Kerr.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








[3 o’clock p.m.]

At which time business was resumed. The Committee on the Narrative made their report, which was received, amended & adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the Synod and also to the General Assembly, Thus, “The influences brought to bear upon our churches, dur​ing the past year, have not been of such a character as to produce in the hearts of the members, an abundant harvest of the fruits of righteousness. Increasing cares of a domestic nature, growing out of an impoverished state of the country, with evil forebodings for the future, have, to a deplorable extent, unfitted the minds of the people for deriving profit from the ordinary means of grace, as dispensed in the house of God. But in the midst of those adverse circumstances, which have come in upon us like a flood, with their train of evils, and demoralizing effects, we have reason for thankfulness to God, that the light of his truth is still granted unto us, and that its effects are seen, here and there, in the mercy drops which have fallen upon his people. Although paralyzed to some extent, life is still visible and hope casts her beams athwart our path to cheer our hearts by the way. The attendance upon the public ministrations of God’s word is in the main good, with a slow, but gradual increase on the part of some, whilst among others the tendency is to listlessness.
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Whilst we are not permitted to record a general outpouring of the Spirit yet we are most happy to report that some of our churches have been visited with refreshings from the pres​ence of God, and that souls are being added to Christ of such as shall be saved. Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes are sustained in many of the Churches with promising success. Weekly prayer meetings are kept up by a few of our churches, and one reports a separate prayer meeting, organized by the young men, which is a sure indication of their hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and it is hoped that every Church will imitate this exam​ple, until all of our youth shall become active & efficient laborers in the vineyard of the Lord. Special efforts have been made on behalf of the colored people. Sabbath Schools for their benefit have been organized; and the interest manifested by them in this cause, and their insatiable thirst for knowledge, leads us to hope that these efforts will result in great good for the race. But notwithstanding these encouraging features, there are others which are much to be deplored. But two churches report contributions to benevolent purposes dur​ing the year. Family religion is much neglected, and as a necessary consequence, the youth of the church are yielding more and more to the fashionable pleasures and amuse​ments of the world. Promiscuous dancing is fearfully on the increase. The advocates of this growing evil are to be found among those, of whom we were persuaded better things. What​ever may be said in favour of promiscuous dancing, one thing is true, that an indul​gence in it is not in keeping with God’s word, for this commands us to avoid even the ap​pear​ance of evil. The halls of pleasure are not nurseries of piety, nor would the Saviour, if he were upon the earth, seek his followers among those who frequent such places. This amuse​ment is wholly of the world. It belongs to the flesh & not to the Spirit.
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The Scriptures command us to crucify the flesh, with the affections and lusts thereof. The pres​ent is not a time to dance, for the widespread destitutions, throughout our bounds, tell us how fearful is that spiritual famine with which we are afflicted, and the house of mourn​ing would be a more fitting place for us now than the house of feasting. Finally, from the facts before us, we are called to a double diligence in the vineyard of the Lord, and to more earnest prayer and supplication, that the waste places of Zion may be rebuilt that the Re​deemed of the Lord may return with rejoicings and with songs of joy upon their heads.”








A. H. Barkley, Chm.

Mr. R. W. Mecklin was examined on Theology & Church Government and the Sacraments, which examinations were unanimously sustained. 

Rev. M. Peden made a report as a missionary within our bounds which was received and approved. The Treasurer was ordered to pay over to him all the funds in his hands for that object, and the Committee ad Interim was instructed to apply to the Executive Committee of Domestic Missions at Columbia, South Carolina for whatever may be lacking to make his salary $300. The Treasurer made his final report which was received and approved.

The Committee on Supplies made their report which was received & adopted, and is as follows, “The committee find 8 or 10 churches on our list destitute of the stated means of grace. We would therefore recommend that the Committee ad Interim be instructed to se​cure if possible the services of an Evangelist, to spend his whole time, or any portion of it in labouring in any or all of these destitute churches, with the understanding that the churches make special effort to remunerate the Evangelist for such labor to the extent of their ability, and that Presbytery make arrangements (when notified of the deficiency) to raise, from our own churches, whatever
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may be found necessary for that purpose. The Committee also recommend that Pastors & Stated Supplies visit any of these vacant churches that may be in their reach, as often as they may find consistent with their other duties & engagements, and that the churches so visited be urged to remunerate them for such services. The Committee further recommend that Rev. S. R. Frierson supply the pulpit of our Commissioner to the General Assembly one Sabbath at Bethel, and that Rev. J. W. Kerr supply his pulpit one Sabbath at Crawford, during his absence. Also that our Licentiate preach in such of our vacant congregations as he may find accessible, as often as he can—receiving such contributions as those churches may be able to give for his labours, and that he report his labours and the amount received therefor to this Presbytery at its next meet​ing.”

Rev. J. G. Downing obtained permission to labor in the bounds of this Presbytery till the next regular meeting.







Presbytery took recess till 7 ½ o’clock p.m.








[7 ½ o’clock p.m.]

After recess, the order of the day viz: Presbyterial Conference was attended to. The Confer​ence was opened with an Essay by Rev. J. Bardwell “on the purpose of God in our present afflictions and past experience.” The roll was then called and the members expressed their views on the subject.

It was ordered by presbytery that all the churches which have not paid their assessment for Commissioner’s fund, forward the same to the Commissioner at Crawford, or send it up to Synod. [A penciled note adds (“or to the next Pres.”).]

The minutes are directed to bring the subject of Education for the ministry before their re​spective congregations.
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with special reference to the case of our Candidate, Mr. J. A. Mecklin, and forward the funds to the Agent, D. Love, at Crawford, Miss. 

Rev. J. Bardwell was appointed to preach the next Presbyterial Sermon, and “the final per​severance of the saints” was chosen as the subject. “The influence of worldly amuse​ments on the Church” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Conference, and Rev. A. H. Mecklin appointed Essayist.

Rev. J. N. Carothers and the churches of Houston and Fairview, obtained permission of Presby. to make such arrangements in their relations, as the providence of God may seem to indicate, and report to Presbytery next Spring.

The Agent of the Educational fund was ordered to forward one hundred dollars to our Candidate, Mr. Mecklin, at Oxford, Mi., as soon as possible. 

The Committee on Bills & Overtures presented the following-

Overture No. 1 from Friendship Church—“When a man has been ordained to the office of Rul​ing Elder, and has been regularly transferred by certificate of his good standing & Elder​​ship, to another church and, by that church, duly elected to exercise his office Has that Elder the right to decline?” The committee recommend that inasmuch as the office is per​petual and cannot be laid aside at pleasure, this overture be answered in the negative. While at the same time circumstances might exist under which the Church may and ought to excuse the Elder, on grounds of expediency, which was unanimously adopted.

The thanks of Presbytery were tendered to the citizens and the different churches of Macon of Macon for their kind courtesy & hospitality.
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At the Presbyterian Church in the town of Macon, Miss., on the 22nd day of September, A.D. 1866, the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, having received testimonials in favour of R. W. Mecklin, of his having gone through a regular course of literature; of his good moral char​acter, and of his being in the communion of the Church, proceeded to take the usual parts of trial for his licensure; and he having given satisfaction as to his accomplishments in liter​ature; as to his experimental acquaintance with religion; and as to his proficiency in divin​ity; and other studies; the Presbytery did and hereby do, express their approbation of all these parts of trial: and he having adopted the Confession of Faith of this Church, and sat​is​factorily answered the questions appointed to be put to candidates to be licensed; the Pres​by​tery did, and hereby do license him, the said R. W. Mecklin, to preach the gospel of Christ, as a probationer for the holy ministry, within the bounds of this presbytery, or wherever else he shall be orderly called.
Presbytery having finished its business, the minutes were read and approved, and Presby​tery adjourned to meet at Poplar Creek Church on Thursday before the full moon in April next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer, and the benediction.








J. W. Kerr, Moderator








A. McMillan, Tem. Clk.






Attest.

J. N. Carothers, Std. Clk.

Examined and approved at Canton, Miss., Oct 19th 1866

R. Price, Moderator of Synod

Note- Poplar Creek Church, being attached to another Presbytery by Synod, this Presbytery was ordered to hold its next meeting at Meridian.—J. N. C.-Std. Clk.
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Thursday, 








April 11th 1867

Presbytery met at Meridian, Miss., according to the order of Synod, and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator Rev. J. W. Kerr. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The Roll was called and the following members were present viz:

Ministers


Elders




Churches

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

N. E. Goodwin
from

Columbus

Rev. J. N. Carothers

Wm Hanna



Bethsalem

Rev. R. S. Gladney

G. P. Baskin



Friendship & Fairview

Rev. S. R. Frierson

James Carlisle



Aberdeen

Rev. A. H. Barkley

R. A. Minnis



Hamilton

Rev. J. W. Kerr

A. M. Carothers


Starkville

Rev. J. W. Philips

R. E. Adams



Wahalak





J. T. Ball



Meridian

Afterwards appeared—
Scott Thompson


Bethel & Crawford





O. Y. Neely



Scooba





A. A. Black



Mt. Moriah





R. A. McClaurin


Toomsuba





W. W. Welch



Marion

The following ministers were absent viz:

Rev. M. Peden 
(whose reasons were sustained)
Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

Rev. J. Bardwell
(whose reasons were sustained)


Rev. R. Bell

(whose reasons were sustained)
Rev. H. C. Smith

Rev. W. C. Emerson
(whose reasons were sustained)


Rev. J. D. West
(whose reasons were sustained)
Rev. J. M. Thomson

The following churches were not represented viz—Lebanon, Houston, Mayhew, Unity, Beer​​sheba, Macon, Louisville, Okolona, Centre Point, Carolina, Smyrna, Pleasant Spring, Beth​any, Cooksville, Shuqualak, Enterprise, [&] Montrose.
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Rev. S. R. Frierson was chosen Moderator & Elder N. E. Goodwin Tem. Clerk. The fol​lowing ministers, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members viz: Rev. J. H. Rice, D.D., of the Presbytery of Central Mississippi, Rev. J. A. Smiley, of the Pres​bytery of Louisiana, Rev. Edwin Cater of the Presbytery of Memphis, Rev. A. P. Smith, of the Presbytery of Charleston (S.C.).







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

After which Presbytery resumed business. The same members being present. The minutes of the last meeting were read. Whereupon it appeared that the report of the Committee, appointed to visit Okolona Church had not been fully recorded, and Rev. A. H. Barkley from said Committee, now reports, that the Committee had ascertained that the entire in​debt​ed​ness of said church for their house of worship, had been fully discharged.

The minute excusing Friendship Church for not being represented at Aberdeen, was re​considered, and upon farther explanation, by the Pastor, the reasons were sustained.

The Standing Rules of Presbytery were then read.

A communication was read from Rev. M. Peden, assigning his ill health as the reason of his absence, which reason was sustained. Also reporting $259.90. as having been paid on his salary as Domestic Missionary. From the tenor of his report there seems to be a doubt whether there may not be a balance still due him. This matter was referred to the Treas​urer, with instructions to settle the same, if any.

The Stated Clerk then read a communication from Rev. Joseph Bardwell, addressed to him, sometime since asking a dismission to join the Central Mississippi Presbytery (which, it appears, is now in session at Vicksburg) which being duly considered, and the Stated Clerk having taken the needful preliminary steps, by forwarding blank certificate &c
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His request was granted, and the Stated Clerk was ordered to communicate this action to him, by Telegraph.
The Stated Clerk then read a communication from Rev. J. D. West, asking for a dis​mis​sion to join the Chickasaw Presbytery which was granted.

A communication was then read from Rev. Robt. Bell, asking a dismission to join the Pres​by​tery of Louisville, Kentucky, which was granted. This communication also set forth, that there was in the hands of Rev. H. C. Smith the last Treasurer of the East Mis​sissippi Pres​bytery, at the time that Presbytery was dissolved the sum of $33. and that the last Stated Clerk of that Presbytery Rev. J. D. West, was left without any provision for his just com​pen​sation, as said Stated Clerk. Whereupon it was Resolved That our Stated Clerk request the said H. C. Smith to pay to the said J. D. West the sum of $25. of said fund.

The Stated Clerk was directed to apply to Rev. M. J. McLean the last Stated Clerk of the late Newton Presbytery for the minutes of that Presbytery, which according to the action of Synod, now belongs to this Presbytery.

A communication was read from Messrs A. M. Dinsmore and O. Hendricks Elders of Ma​con Church, assigning reasons why that church was not represented at this meeting, which reasons were sustained.

Rev. R. S. Gladney presented the following overture from Macon Church, “Does Christ​ian courtesy require that we grant the use of our pulpits to such ministers as do not rec​ognize our church, as a church of Christ, and our ministers as duly authorized minis​ters of the gospel?” Which overture was answered in the negative, and the Stated Clerk was directed to forward this answer to the Macon Church. (Forwarded May 2nd/67.)

Rev. Edwin Cater asked leave to labor in the bounds of this Presbytery, which was granted.
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A written request was then presented from the Macon Church to employ the Rev. E. Cater, one fourth of his time, promising him $250. per annum, which was granted. 

A similar request was presented by the Wahalak Church for half his time promising him $500-which was also granted.

An invitation was received from the ladies of the Baptist Church of Meridian, to attend a supper & concert, gotten up for the benefit of said church. On motion it was Resolved that the same be suitably acknowledged, with the thanks of Presbytery.

The Rev. A. P. Smith of the Presbytery of Charleston, S. C., presented a communication from the Stated Clerk of that Presbytery, setting forth satisfactory reasons for the delay of his regular certificate of dismission from said Presbytery to join this Presbytery.

And the Aberdeen Church, through her delegate, informed Presbytery that a Call for the Pastoral Services of Rev. A. P. Smith was prepared and waiting his transfer. 

It was Resolved that when this Presbytery adjourns, it will adjourn to meet at Aberdeen on Friday before the second Sabbath in May at 4 o’clock p.m.

The Moderator announced the following Committees—
Judiciary—Rev. J. W. Kerr & Elders Carothers & Minnis.

Bills & Overtures—Rev. J. A. Lyon & Elders Carlisle & Neely

Assessment—Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elder Baskin

Supplies—Rev. A. M. Barkley & Elders Hanna & Adams

Devotional Ex—J. A. Smiley & Elder Ball

Minutes of Assembly—Rev. A. H. Barkley & Rev J. A. Lyon & Elder Minnis

A circular from Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D., Secretary of the Assembly’s Committees of Pub​li​cation, and Education was read & on motion referred to a Special Committee con​sisting of Rev. Messrs Carothers & Philips, with Elder Adams.

Rev. A. H. Barkley reported the attendance of himself & Elder O. Hendrick of Macon, as our Commissioners to the last General Assembly—referring, at some length, to various mat​​ters of interest
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in the proceedings of the Assembly, as the same were suggested by various members. His report was approved.
The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported in part. On motion of Dr. R. A. Minnis, it was Resolved, that our Sanding Rule No. 16. be so amended, as to make the salary of our Stated Clerk of $25. per annum. 

Presbytery then adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o’clock. 










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning








9 o’clock

Presbytery met. It was opened with prayer. A quorum was present. 

Elder Scott Thompson from Bethel & Crawford Churches appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. Also A. A. Black Elder from Mount Moriah Church. 

Rev. T. J. Love (from Enterprise) of the Presbytery of Mississippi, being present, was in​vited to sit as a corresponding member.
Rev. Messrs Lyon & Frierson offered reasons for their absence from the last meeting, which were sustained.

Rev. A. H. Barkley chairman of the Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly ten​dered his report and pending its discussion Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








Friday 2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Elder W. W. Welsh from Marion appeared—gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained. 

Rev. J. W. Philips asked to be dismissed to join the Tuscaloosa Presbytery, which was granted. After which the said Philips obtained leave to labor a portion of his time within our bounds.

Rev. J. A. Lyon from the “Committee ad Interim” made a report which was approved.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on the
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Minutes of the General Assembly was resumed. It was read and considered seriatim, and finally adopted as a whole & is as follows, viz:

Note—This report was left at Meridian to be published in their paper, with the promise that the paper, as well as the original copy of the report, should be forwarded in a few days to the Stated Clerk. But through the carelessness of the printer or from some cause the report was lost.








J. N. Carothers, Std. Clk.
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The committee contemplated in the last clause of the report was then appointed by the Moderator to consist of Rev Messrs Barkley & Lyon, & Elder Minnis. And that part of the report relating to the apportionment of the vacant churches among the ministers was refer​red to the Committee on Supplies.

A call was presented fro the Okolona Church for the services of Rev. J. W. Kerr as Stated Supply promising him $300—which was read, and, in accordance with the request of said Church, was placed in the hands of Rev. J. W. Kerr for his consideration.

The committee to whom was referred the circular of Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D., Secretary of Publication & Education, made their report which was received & adopted & is as fol​lows—“The plans and pressing wants of these great enterprises of the Church commend them to the hearts of our people. And Presbytery would most earnestly recommend that all our churches and members respond promptly, and as liberally as their limited means may justify, to any and all the appeals that may be made to them, by their own Pastors, or by any Agent that may plead the cause of either or both these objects.”








J. N. Carothers, chm.

Rev. Joseph Bardwell, the minister appointed to preach the Presbyterial Sermon, being ab​sent, the same subject viz, “the perseverance of the saints” was continued for the next Pres​byterial Sermon, and Rev. A. H. Barkley was appointed to preach it, and Rev. J. N. Caro​thers was appointed his alternate. 

The time for Presbyterial Conference was referred to the Committee on Devotional Ex​er​cises.
Rev. Dr Rice the Editor of the Presbyterian Index was requested to represent the interests of that paper to the members of Presbytery and to the congregation, at the close of Divine Service tonight.

Rev. S. R. Frierson called Dr Lyon to the chair and then preferred his request that Presby​tery would permit him to continue the school, in which he is now engaged at Columbus, Miss.
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until Providence may open the way for him to devote himself more exclusively to his ap​pro​priate work, which request was granted.

Rev. Messrs J. W. Philips and J. W. Kerr made similar requests, which were also granted.

Rev. Messrs S. J. Love & J. A. Smiley obtained leave to labor within our bounds. The same Committee ad Interim, viz. Rev. Messrs Lyon, Frierson & Elder Minnis were reappointed.

Okolona was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery, and, by sus​pen​sion of the Standing Rule, the Thursday immediately preceding the next meeting of Synod, was made the time.
Rev Messrs Kerr, Philips & Lyon made statements in relation to the collection & disposi​tion of funds for the education of candidates for the ministry, which were approved. The Stated Clerk was directed to correspond with F. H. Emerson, and learn his wishes and pur​poses, and what he now considers his relation to this Presbytery.

William Peden was introduced to Presbytery by Rev. Dr Lyon as a student seeking the gospel ministry, whereupon Presbytery proceeded to examine him on experimental religion and his views in seeking the ministry, which examination being satisfactory, he was taken under care of the Presbytery.

Members were called on to pay their Presbyterial tax. Presbytery then adjourned till tomor​row morning 9 o’clock.









Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning








9 o’clock.

Presbytery met, was opened with prayer. The roll was called. A quorum was present. The preceding minutes were read & approved.

J. R. Mclauren Elder from Mount Ephraim Church, being present rendered satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness. Upon statements made by said Elder, and at his suggestion, the name of said church was changed to, & is hereafter to be known as Toomsuba.

J. Densby from Decatur Church appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. On rep​re​sentations made by him, and at his request, the Decatur Church was dissolved, and
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the members thereof instructed to report themselves & be enrolled by order of Presbytery, as members of Mount Moriah Church. 

On motion of Dr. Lyon, It was Resolved, that a Committee of three be appointed to prepare a memorial to be adopted by this Presbytery, addressed to the Presbyteries & Synods in the South West on the subject of a South Western Theological Seminary. That Committee was appointed to consist of Rev. Messrs Lyon & Barkley, and Elder Minnis. 

The Treasurer made his report which was received, and referred to Messrs Thompson & Neely as an auditing committee.

Rev. A. H. Barkley offered the following Preamble & Resolutions which were adopted as follows viz—“Whereas the last General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, at Mem​phis, did enjoin it upon all the Presbyteries within its jurisdiction to appoint Com​mittees on Sus​tentation, Education, Publication, Domestic & Foreign Missions, authorizing the chairman of each committee to correspond with the Secretaries of the Committees of the General As​sembly upon the subjects assigned to them respectively, and Whereas the necessity for the adop​tion of some plan by which the subject of Systematic Benevolence may be brought directly to the notice of the churches, at stated periods is manifest & Whereas the action of the last Assembly furnishes such a plan as is best calculated to meet the desired end. There​fore Resolved That this Presbytery now appoint Committees on the subjects contemplated in the action of said Assembly, and that the Chairman of each of these several Committees shall have full charge thereof, and report to Presbytery semi-annually, what has been done in the premises.” Presbytery then appointed the following Committees viz: 

On Missions & Sustentation, Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., & Rev S. R. Frierson.

On Education & Publication, Rev. A. H. Barkley and Rev. Edwin Cater.
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According to Standing Rule, reports on ministers’ salaries were called for, Whereupon Col​um​bus Church reported—nearly paid up. Bethsalem Church reported all promises fulfilled up to last year. Aberdeen Church reported all paid. Wahalak Church reported all paid or nearly so. Scooba Church reported all satisfactory. Meridian Church reported all paid. Mount Moriah reported overpaid. Bethel and Crawfordville reported engagement not fully met, but soon would be. Fairview, Houston, Friendship & Hamilton reported con​siderably in arrears. In regard to the four churches last named, it was on motion Re​solved That Pres​bytery enjoin upon them the duty and solemn obligation to make prompt and strenuous ex​er​tions to collect and pay off whatever balance may be found due the minister for past ser​vices, and in case they or any of them do fail, then they must call upon the Sus​tentation Committee for any balance so failing to be adjusted.

Mr. R. W. Mecklin having been transferred by Synod from this to the Central Mississippi Presbytery, and having forwarded a dismission from that Presbytery to this, he was again received as a Licentiate under our care, and on motion of Rev. A. H. Barkley, the 5th & 6th verses of the 2nd chapter of 1st Timothy, was assigned to Mr. Mecklin as the subject for a trial sermon preparatory to his ordination at the next stated meeting of Presbytery, if the way be clear.
The Committee on Assessment for Commissioner’s Fund and Assembly’s tax made their re​​port which was received and adopted, and is as follows—

Columbus
$10.
Meridian 
$6.
Fairview
$4.
Pleasant Springs     $3.

Bethel

  10.
Friendship
  5.
Crawford           4.
Wahalak
         3.

Starkville
    8.
Louisville
  5.
Enterprise
  4.
Pisgah

         3.

Aberdeen
    8.
Mt. Moriah
  4.
Beersheba
  3.
Bethsalem
         3.
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Carolina
  $3.     Scooba     3.
Smyrna 3.     Okolona      3.    Macon 
         3.

Houston
    3.
Centre Point      2.
Toomsuba
  2.
Cooksville
         2.
Montrose
    2.
DeKalb
  2.
Good Hope
  2.
Lebanon
         2.
Unity

    2.
Shuqualak
  2.
Marion

  2.
Paulding
         2.
The Committee on Devotional Exercises fixed to-night after public worship for Confer​ence. The Committee on Supplies made a report, which was received & adopted as fol​lows—

Rev. J. N. Carothers

to supply
Bethany Church on 5th Sabbaths

Rev. S. R. Frierson



Starkville Church at discretion

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth



Pleasant Spring & New Hope at discretion

Rev. J. W. Kerr



Mayhew & Okolona at discretion

Rev. R. W. Mecklin



Carolina & Smyrna

Rev. A. P. Smith



Hamilton 4th Sabbath of July

Rev. E. Cater




Centre Point, Shuqualak, & Cooksville at disc.

Rev. J. A. Smiley



Toomsuba, & Marion at discretion

Rev. S. J. Love



Mt. Moriah & Montrose at discretion

Rev. J. H. Thompson



Pisgah, Pendleton, & Salem at discretion

Rev. H. C. Smith



Paulding, Good Hope & Enon at discretion

Rev. A. H. Barkley



Louisville at discretion

The Committee to audit the Treasurer’s report finding it correct recommended its approval-adopted.

Dr. Lyon Chairman of Committee to prepare a memorial on the subject of [a] Theological Seminary reported such memorial which was adopted, ordered to be published & kept on file.

Rev. R. S. Gladney offered the following resolution which was adopted. Res. “Whereas it is the duty of the church to devote all her energies and employ all her resources to hasten the time when the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of Christ—Therefore Resolved that this Presbytery regards the establishment of a South Western Review, of a Religious, Literary & Scientific character, calling forth the talents & influ​ence of the South western Church, as of very great importance to the spread & defence 
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of the gospel, and do hereby recommend the consideration of the same to all our breth​ren”—

Elder John T. Ball offered the following paper, which was adopted, “Whereas the East Mis​sissippi Presbytery, at its adjourned meeting, at Mount Moriah Church, Newton County, in May 1866, through the Trustees, elected by said Presbytery, under a Resolution of said Presbytery, as follows, ‘Resolved that this Presbytery will establish a first class Female Col​lege within its bounds, at such point as may be selected by said Trustees,’ did locate at Meridian, Miss., a Female College, to be under the care, patronage, & support of said Pres​bytery. Now therefore Resolved that the Presbytery of Tombeckbee reaffirm said resolu​tions of said East Mississippi Presbytery, and take upon ourselves the same obliga​tions to said Institution or the Trustees so elected.”
Presbytery selected as the subject for the next Presbyterial Conference, “Pulpit Conduct and Manner,” N. E. Goodwin was appointed Essayist, and James Carlisle his alternate.

Presbytery took recess till after public worship to-night.

After public worship, Presbytery was called to order, and proceeded to hold Conference, on “the influence of worldly amusements upon the Church.”

The thanks of presbytery were tendered, through the moderator, to the citizens of Meri​dian, who had entertained its members, & to the Baptist Church for the use of their house. 

The Treasurer was authorized to pay over to the Treasurer of the Assembly’s Committee of Education, the funds in his hand for that object.

The minutes that had not been approved were read, corrected, and approved. On motion Pres​bytery adjourned to meet at Aberdeen on Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in May next at 4 o’clock p.m. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.








S. R. Frierson, Mod.








N. E. Goodwin, Tem. Clk.






Attest

J. N. Carothers, Std. Clk.
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Aberdeen,







May 10th 1867

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment. The following members were present viz:

Ministers


Elders




Churches

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

R. A. Minnis

from

Hamilton

Rev. R. S. Gladney

James Carlisle



Aberdeen

Rev. J. W. Kerr

Rev. A. H. Barkley

The Moderator being absent, Rev. J. W. Kerr, the last Moderator present, was called to the chair, and Rev. A. H. Barkley was chosen Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery was opened with prayer.

A communication was received from Rev. S. R. Frierson assigning reasons for his ab​sence, whereupon he was excused.

Rev. A. P. Smith presented a certificate of dismission from the Presbytery of Charleston, S. C., and Rev. Edwin Cater, from the Presbytery of Memphis, and after the usual exami​nation they were unanimously received as members of this Presbytery.

A call from the Aberdeen Church for the pastoral services of Rev. A. P. Smith was pre​sented & read, which being found in order, was placed in the hands of Rev A. P. Smith; and he having signified his acceptance of the same, Presbytery appointed next Sab​bath morning at 10 ½ o’clock a.m. to attend to his installation.

Rev. J. A. Lyon was appointed to preside, & preach the sermon, Rev. A. H. Barkley to de​liver the charge to the Pastor, and Rev. J. W. Kerr, to deliver the charge to the people. 

Leave of absence was granted to Rev. Edwin Cater from the remaining sessions of Pres​by​tery.

Rev. J. W. Kerr offered the following resolution, which was adopted, and ordered to be for​warded to the Faculty of
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Oakland College, “Resolved that his Presbytery feels a deep interest in the success and prosperity of Oakland College, and would recommend it to the confidence and patronage of our people, and hereby declares its purpose, to use all legitimate means in its power, to advance the claims of that institution.”

The following resolution was presented by Rev. Edwin Cater and adopted viz: Resolved, That the ministers appointed by this Presbytery, at its sessions in Meridian, to visit and take the oversight of the several vacant churches in our bounds, be directed to secure a Statistical Report from each of those churches to be brought to Presbytery at its fall meet​ing, and to take, if necessary, one or more Elders from some neighboring church to aid them in any church business that may require their attention.

Presbytery then adjourned till 10 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, May 11th







10 o’clock

Presbytery met (a quorum present) and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read and corrected.
Rev J. A. Lyon, D.D., Rev. A. H. Barkley, and Elder R. A. Minnis were appointed a Com​mittee on the Revised Form of Government-Book of Church Order, and Parliamen​tary Rules, to Report on the same at the next meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning 10 ½ o’clock










Closed with prayer.








Sunday morning, May 12th 







10 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. Presby​tery proceeded, according to the arrangement made on Friday to install Rev. A. P. Smith, Pastor of Aberdeen Church. After this service the minutes were read and approved, and Presbytery adjourned to meet at Okolona on Thursday immediately preceding the next meeting of Synod. Closed with prayer.







J. W. Kerr, Moderator








A. H. Barkley, Tem. Clerk






Attest

J. N. Carothers, S. C.
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Okolona, Miss








October 3rd 1867

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by Rev. A. P. Smith, from Hebrews IV.16th [v.]. After Sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer. The Roll was called and the following members were present viz:

Ministers




Elders

Rev. J. N. Carothers



M. W. Peden
from
Friendship & Fairview
Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.



C. Bardwell

Starkville
Rev. O. H. P. Smyth



A. M. Dinsmore
Macon
Rev. J. W. Kerr



A. C. Moreton

Okolona
Rev. J. H. Thomson



R. R. Spann

Centre Point
Rev. Edwin Cater



T. L. Tyson

Shuqualak
Rev. A. P. Smith



G. A. Bannerman
Wahalak






D. H. McKellar
DeKalb
Afterwards appeared




Rev. R. S. Gladney



Afterwards appeared
Rev. S. R. Frierson










James Ervin

Mayhew
Absent





R. A. Minnis

Hamilton






John Collins

Lebanon
Rev. M. Peden (Infirm)


J. A. Thompson
Bethsalem
Rev. A. H. Barkley (Sick in Tenn.)


Rev. W. C. Emerson (in S. A.)

(more than half the churches not represented)
Rev. H. C. Smith (Reasons sent)

Rev. A. P. Smith was chosen Moderator and Elder C. Bardwell Tem. Clerk. 





Presbytery then took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








[2 ½ o’clock p.m.]

After recess resumed business. 
A Letter was received from Rev. S. R. Frierson the last Moderator, assigning reasons for not being present at the opening of Presbytery which were sustained. Letters were also read from Rev. Messrs Peden, & W. C. Smith assigning reasons for absence, which were sus​tained. 

A letter was read from Rev. Mr. Love of Enterprise, and one from Rev Mr Flynn of Meri​dian each making the same request—that Presbytery hold an adjourned meeting at Meri​dian, next week during the sittings of Synod that they may have the oppor​tunity of pre​senting their respective dismissions to join this Presbytery, which Presbytery agreed to do.
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A communication was received from Carolina Church which was read and referred to our Sustentation Committee.

A letter was read, addressed to the Stated Clerk, in relation to the cession of a portion of our Territory to the Chickasaw Presbytery, which Presbytery refused to do.

The minutes of the last stated meeting, and of an adjourned meeting at Aberdeen, were read, and also the Standing Rules of Presbytery.

On motion of Rev. O. H. P. Smyth the Louisville Church was released from a part of her assessment for Commissioner’s Fund.

Rev. J. N. Carothers rendered satisfactory reasons for absence from the adjourned meet​ing at Aberdeen, Rev Messrs O. H. P. Smyth & J. H. Thompson rendered reasons for absence from former meetings which were sustained.

The Moderator announced the following Committees viz:

Judiciary Committee—Rev. E. Cater, Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & Elder M. W. Peden

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. J. A. Lyon, Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elder A. M. Dinsmore

On the Narrative—Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elder C. Bardwell & McKellar

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. J. W. Kerr & Elder A. C. Morton.

On Supplies—Rev. J. W. Kerr & Elder A. C. Morton.

On Sessional Records as follows

On Records of Starkville—Rev. E. Cater & Elder A. C. Morton

On Records of Shuqualak—Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elder M. W. Peden

On Records of Center Point and others—Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & Elder A. M. Dinsmore

On Records of Friendship & Okolona—Rev. R. S. Gladney & Elder R. A. Minnis

On Records of Macon & Bethany—Rev. J. H. Thomson & Elder J. Collins

On Records of Aberdeen—Rev. E. Cater & Elder J. W. Ervin

On Records of Houston & Lebanon—Rev. J. W. Kerr & Elder D. H. McKellar

On Records of Wahalak & Bethlehem—Rev J. A. Lyon & T. L. Tyson

The minister appointed to deliver the Presbyterial Sermon, and the Essayist both being ab​​​sent—both subjects were continued with the same appointments for the next stated meet​ing.

The Treasurer being absent, the Stated Clerk was appointed Treas. pro tem. 

On motion of Rev. J. N. Carothers it was Resolved, That the Sessions of Presbytery be from 8 to 1 p.m., from 2 ½ to 5 & from 7 ½ to 9 o’clock p.m.

[215]

Rev. J. N. Carothers and Elder M. W. Peden obtained leave of absence for tomorrow.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., was elected Principal Commissioner to the General Assembly, and Rev. J. N. Carothers his alternate. And Elder C. Bardwell principal & N. E. Goodwin his alternate.

Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning








8 o’clock

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read & cor​rected.

Elders J. A. Thompson from Bethsalem, John Collins from Lebanon, and J. W. Ervin from Mayhew appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

The following resolution was offered & adopted. Resolved that the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the officers of the Mobile & Ohio Rail Road for passing its members to and from Presbytery for one fare, and that the Stated Clerk be requested to forward a copy of this resolution to Mr. L. G. Flemming, the Chief Superintendent of said Road at his office in Mobile, and apply to him to grant permission to all our Delegates to the Judi​catories of our Church to pass, in future, in like manner.

A letter was read from Rev. M. Peden assigning his ill health as the reason of his absence, and containing some statements in relation to his salary as Domestic Missionary, which was referred to the Committee ad Interim.

Rev. R. S. Gladney & Elder R. A. Minnis from Hamilton Church appeared and gave rea​sons for tardiness which were sustained.

This evening at 2 ½ o’clock was made the order of the day for reports on Sessional Rec​ords.

Columbus was chosen as the place for the next Stated meeting of Presbytery.

The Report of the Committee on the New Book of Church Order was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m.

Calls from the Churches of Bethsalem & Lebanon for the Pastoral Services of our Licen​tiate R. W. Mecklin, were presented & read and being found in order were placed in his hands, and he having consented to accept the same, Presbytery proceeded to
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his examination preparatory to his ordination. He was examined on Theology and the exam​​i​nation was sustained.

Presbytery then took recess, till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. The order of the day was attended to, and reports of Com​mittees on Sessional records were made, and the Records approved.

Rev. Mr. Love of the Methodist Church, being present, was invited to sit as a corres​pond​ing member.

The Judicial Committee reported no business, and was discharged.

The Treasurer pro tem. reported sums collected as follows—

For Commissioner’s Fund 
$57.00

For Domestic Missions 
$3.75

For Presbyterial Tax
            $10.

For Synodical Tax
          $18.00.

Rev. J. A. Lyon Chairman of Committee on the Book of Church Order made a report which was received, amended & adopted, and is as follows—

“The Committee appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery to examine the new Book of Church Order, adopted by the last General Assembly, and sent down to the Presbyteries for their approval or disapproval, have carefully examined the same, and find it according to their judgment an admirable presentation of our system of Church order and polity. The principles are sound, and the arrangement scientific, yet at the same time we cannot dis​guise the fact, that the manner & style of the Book as a literary production is liable to criticism. Its style is in some respects clumsy, awkward, and antiquated—its phraseology often obscure and its construction sometimes inaccurate. We would refer to a few illus​trations of this criticism as a verification viz: 
1. In the first place as a sample of antiquated form of expression, we would instance the use of such words as “hath,” “doth,” receiveth,” ‘belongeth” &c. occurring throughout the Book. Also the Latin form in the use of the preposition “of” in the citation of chapters and sections, e.g., “Of the Doctrine of Church Government,” instead of “The Doctrine of Church Government,” “Of the Church” and “Of its King & Head,” in the place of simply The Church—Its King & Head &c.
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Even in the use of these antiquated forms, we notice that strict uniformity is not observed. Your Committee is of the opinion that the style & manner of the Book should be plain and simple, divested of its antiquated costume and rendered agreeable to the best taste of the modern reader. 

2. In the next place, as a specimen of obsolete words & phrases, we would refer to the term “precentor” (page 21) which but few modern readers would understand without consulting a Dictionary, and also the phrase “bowels of brotherly love” (page 75), what​ever may have been the meaning of the term “bowels” two hundred years ago, it is cer​tain that its modern acceptation relates exclusively to animal physiology & the science of medicine.

3. In the third place, as an illustration of the word obscure in their signification, and beyond the comprehension of the unlearned reader we would instance such words as “vests” (p. 6), “ordinary” (p. 8), “distribute” (p. 10), “diatactic” and “diacritic” (p. 17), “sec​ular” (p. 22) &c, &c. We think that a Book, the very object of which is ‘to system​a​tize and simplify the teachings of the Bible,’ should be couched in the plainest and simp​lest language possible, so as to bring it within the easy grasp of the common reader.

4. In the fourth place, as examples of mistakes, either of the type or of the pen, we would refer to page 4 where it is written “Jesus Christ—he received” &c. to page 8, where it reads “I now pronounce—that you are” &c. Also to page 16, Chap. V, Sec 1, where the Congregation is declared to be on of the Church Courts, which is contrary to our idea of church polity and which the immediate context shows is manifestly a mistake; and to page 28, where a Commissioner is required to produce a commission from his Presbytery “or Synod,” whereas Synods, as such, are not represented in the General Assembly. Also to page 47 where the word “thesis” is put for Exegesis—A thesis is a theme, a subject, a proposition and not the discourse, or essay written on the subject. The foregoing are specimens & illustrations of the inaccurate mistakes & solecisms of the Book, which your Committee think
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ought to be corrected. A Book purporting to set forth a systematic exposition of the order & polity of the Presbyterian Church, a Church distinguished for its literary & learned ability, ought to be clothed in such terms & style, as will not only place it within the easy comprehension of the most common reader, but such as will not offend the taste of the most cultivated and fastidious. (Now comes a part of the report, offered by Elder R. A. Minnis, and accepted.) The Book should be so amended, as to make it consistent with Chap. 1, Paragraph 4 viz: “these Presbyters, as Eccl. Rulers, are of the same rank, dignity & authority.” Again, Chap. IV, Sec. 3 where the same is held. The Book is inconsistent with the above in Chap V, Sec. 1, Par. 4 & Sec. 3, Par. 4. In Chap. VI, Sec. 3, Par. 2, in teaching that a Ruling Elder is not competent to moderate, either a Sessional, or Congre​gational meeting or any other Court of the Church, as implied in Chap. V, Sec. 1, Par. 6, where the moderator is required to open the court with a sermon. The Book also makes a distinction between the Teaching Elder and Ruling Elder in constituting a quorum of the several church courts. 
Your Committee would respectfully submit for the adoption of Presbytery the following resolutions viz:

1. Resolved, That this Presbytery commend the zeal & faithfulness of the Committee of Re​vision—But at the same time we are not prepared to adopt the new Book, as the au​thor​i​tative exponent of the principles and polity of the Presbyterian Church in the United States.

2. That the General Assembly be, and they are hereby requested to appoint a new Com​mittee, to continue the work of revision.”


         Rev. J. A. Lyon, Rev. E. Cater and Elders T. L. Tyson & S. H. Bannerman.

Presbytery then adjourned till Saturday morning 8 o’clock.









        Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning








8 o’clock

Presbytery met—was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read & cor​rected. Rev. S. R. Frierson appeared & rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness. A letter was read from Rev. J. A. Smiley giving an
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account of his labours and asking leave to continue to labor within the bounds of this Pres​​bytery, which was granted.

Presbytery took up the unfinished business viz: the examination of Mr. R. W. Mecklin. He was examined on Church History, the form of Church Government, and the Sac​ra​ments, which examinations were sustained. He having passed through all his parts of trial, except the trial Sermon, all these trials were sustained, and he was directed to preach his trial sermon on the subject previously assigned him to-day at 11 o’clock a.m. 

A free conversation was held on the State of Religion, after which Presbytery heard the trial sermon of the Candidate from I Tim. 11.5th, 6th [vv.]. 







     Then took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.​

Presbytery resumed business. Rev. J. N. Carothers Chm. of the Committee on the Narra​tive, submitted the following Report, which was received & adopted & is as fol​lows, “In submitting our Annual Report on the State of Religion within the bounds of this Presby​tery, we are constrained to mourn over the desolations of Zion. Since the dissolution of the East Mississippi Presbytery, we have had a large increase of territory to occupy and the labourers in the gospel that were given to us from that Presbytery, have almost all been dismissed, and are gone to other fields; leaving on our hands quite a number of va​cant churches, we have made arrangements to supply, only to a very limited extent, by dis​tri​buting them among our ministers who have their time sufficiently occupied in their respective charges. Our people are so much embarrassed & impoverished that they can​not go out, in their contributions, beyond the demands of their own churches, and the neces​sary contingent expenses of our own Presbytery & Synod, and there is a sad falling off in ministerial support. This tends to contract the spirit of systematic benevolence, and quench the zeal of the true people of God, and discourage the hearts of the ministry
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Some of our churches, however report most cheering, special outpourings of the Spirit of God. One reports between 30 and 40 additions on professions of faith in Christ. Others from 5 to ten and some accessions to almost all that enjoy the stated ministrations of the word. That attention to the spiritual interests of the coloured people which our ministers have been accustomed to give, has not been relaxed. Sabbath Schools have been organ​ized for them in some places, with very encouraging results. Catechetical instructions to the children and youth of our congregations have received a usual share of attention; and all the ordinary means of grace are still employed, and in most places with usual success. O that the waste places of Zion may be speedily built up, and that she may arise & shine, her light being come.”
The Committee on Supplies obtained leave to make their report at Meridian. The unfin​ished business was taken up. The Roll was called for remarks upon the trial sermon of the Candidate, and it was unanimously sustained. And Presbytery agreed to proceed to his ordi​nation to-night. Rev. S. R. Frierson was appointed to preach the sermon, the Mod​er​ator to propose the Constitutional questions, and to offer the ordination prayer.
Rev. J. N. Carothers, Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, & Rev. M. Peden were appointed to attend at the Bethsalem Church, in Winston County, Miss., on the third Sabbath in November next for the purpose of installing Rev. R. W. Mecklin Pastor of the united churches of Beth​sa​lem & Lebanon agreeably to their call. Rev. J. N. Carothers to preside and preach the ser​mon. Rev. O. H. P. Smyth to deliver the charge to the people, and Rev. M. Peden to de​li​ver the charge to the pastor. 

Application was made from the Okolona & Mayhew Churches for the ministerial services of Rev. J. W. Kerr for the next year—the former promis​ing him $400, & the latter $125,
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which requests were granted.  

Okolona & Shuqualak through the Stated Clerk, gave reasons for not being represented at former meetings, which were sustained.

Starkville Church asked leave to employ Rev. S. R. Frierson as Stated Supply for the next year, ¾ of his time, promising him $700, and as much more as they could raise, which request was granted.

On motion Resolved That Rev. J. W. Kerr be requested to tender the thanks of Pres​by​tery, from the pulpit, to the citizens of Okolona, for their kind hospitality to its mem​bers.





Presbytery then took recess to meet at 7 ½ o’clock p.m.








7 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and proceeded to the ordination of R. W. Mecklin. Rev. S. R. Frierson preached a sermon from the text, “It hath pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” After which the Rev. A. P. Smith, the Moderator, recited from the pulpit the steps that Presbytery had taken in the premises—then propounded to the Candidate the Constitu​tional questions, and R. W. Mecklin was duly & solemnly or​dained to the full work of the gospel ministry by prayer & the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery.

On motion Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Meridian in the Presbyterian Church, on Wednesday the 9th inst., at 10 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & the benedic​tion.








A. P. Smith Moderator








C. Bardwell Tem. Clerk






Attest

J. N. Carothers Stated Clerk.
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The Committee appointed to examine the Records of Tombeckbee Presbytery would re​port that they have examined the same and would recommend their approval as far as written with the following exception, viz: On page 204 the Report of a Committee of Min​utes of the General Assembly was adopted but not recorded.*
Adopted by Synod at Meridian, October 11th 1867

C. M. Atkinson, Moderator

* The Report referred to was lost by leaving it for the Printer in Meridian upon a promise to forward it in a few days to me.—J. N. Carothers Stated Clk.








Meridian, Mississippi,








October 9th 1867

By reason of detention on the Cars, the members were not able to reach this place until after noon. Presbytery met at the Call of the Moderator at 3 o’clock p.m. instead of 10 a.m., and was opened with prayer, by Rev. A. P. Smith, the moderator.
Other members present, Rev Messrs J. N. Carothers, J. W. Kerr, and H. C. Smith, with Elders L. A. Ragsdale from Meridian & D. Love from Bethel & Crawfordsville. 

Rev. Wm. Neill of the Presbytery of South Alabama, Rev. S. J. Bingham of the Tusca​loosa Presbytery, and Rev. E. T. Wheeler of the Presbytery of Mississippi being present were invited to sit as corresponding members.
Rev. A. L. Kline presented a regular Dismission from the Presbytery of North Alabama, to join this Presbytery, whereupon, after the usual examination he was received as a mem​ber of this Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at the Call of the Moderator, during the intervals of Synod.








Closed with prayer.








Thursday, 








5 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met at the Call of the Moderator & was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday with the addition of H. Woods, Elder from Scooba Church.
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who rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness, also for his church not being represented at Okolona.

A Letter was read from Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., giving reasons for his absence, which were sustained.

Rev. S. J. Love appeared and presented a regular Dismission from the Presbytery of Mis​sissippi to join this Presbytery, whereupon, after the usual examination, he was received as a member.

Rev. H. C. Smith reported to Presbytery that as Treasurer of the late East Mississippi Presbytery, he had paid over to Rev. J. D. West the sum of $25. as ordered by this Pres​by​tery, and that he still held a balance of eight dollars, which did belong to the Con​tin​gent fund of said East Miss. Pres. & now subject to the order of this Presbytery; where​upon he was ordered to pay over the eight dollars to our Stated Clerk as part of his salary.
Rev. J. A. Smiley of the Presbytery of Louisiana being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Rev. T. J. Bingham made a report of his labours at different points within our bounds, as an Evangelist, under the direction of our Committee ad Interim; which was approved, and he was invited to continue his labours, as his other duties and engagements might permit, to collect from the Churches, whatever they could or would pay, by way of compensation for his services, and report his labours and the compensation received either to this Pres​by​tery, or to our Committee ad Interim.
Mr. F. H. Emerson from Rio de Janeiro Brazil, South America, appeared before Presby​tery, stated that he had received the communication from the Stated Clerk before leaving Brazil; that he had come to this Country on business for his father, and would probably be required to return to So. America. But that his desire & his intention is to pursue his course of study, preparatory to the work of the gospel ministry, as Providence might open the way, whereupon he was directed to correspond with our Committee ad Interim in re​la​tion to his course & the aid he might require.
Presbytery adjourned to meet at noon tomorrow.









Closed with prayer.
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Friday at noon,








Oct 11th
Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Present as before, with the addition of G. P. Theobald, [a penciled note inserted reads “Elder”] from Enterprise, who rendered satis​fac​tory reasons for his absence at Okolona &c. The Treasurer pro tem reported the fol​low​ing additional sums collected by him since leaving Okolona.
For Synodical Tax—From 
H. Woods of Scooba Church

50 cents





Rev. A. P. Smith


50 cents





Rev. H. C. Smith


50 cents





Rev. J. N. Carothers


50 cents





The Enterprise Church Session 
3.00





Bethel & Crawfordsville Session
2.50





Columbus



2.00








          $9.50

Which with the $18.50 reported at Okolona for that object makes $28. and $1.50 paid to Treasurer of Synod makes $29.50.

That in consequence of his necessary absence from Presbytery at Okolona on Friday, the following are the only churches that can receive the proper credits for the money paid viz: Fairview $1.00. Friendship $4.00. Houston $1.50. Okolona $1.00. Mayhew 50 c. & Shu​qualak 50 c. And of the Commissioner’s fund previously reported Fairview paid $3.00. Houston $3.00. Friendship $5.00. and Mayhew $2.00. His report was received and appro​ved and he was ordered to apply the funds in his hands to their appropriate objects.
Rev. J. W. Kerr from the Committee on Supplies made a report which was received and adopted and is as follows: The committee recommend that the ministers be enjoined to devote the fifth Sabbaths to the care of vacant churches within our bounds, and that as much more time as practicable be devoted to missionary labours—That

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.



supply

Beersheba at discretion

Rev. J. N. Carothers & S. R. Frierson



Bethany at discretion

Rev. A. P. Smith





Hamilton at discretion

Rev. Messrs Cater, Mecklin & Bingham


Smyrna at discretion

Rev. J. A. Smiley





Toomsuba & Marion at disc.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth




Louisville, Pleasant Spring, Carolina, 








     New Hope & Shuqualak
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Rev. J. H. Thompson





Salem, Enon, & Philadelphus

Rev. H. C. Smith





Good Hope, Pendleton, & Pisgah

Rev. J. H. Bingham





Paulding & Montrose

S. R. Frierson Principal with Rev. J. W. Kerr as alternate to supply the pulpit of our Com​missioner to the General Assembly on the fourth Sabbath in November.

A Dispatch was received from Rev. J. N. Waddel, D.D., of the University of Mississippi, in relation to Mr. Cornelius Miller; now at the University, from Columbus, Miss., a stu​dent seeking the gospel ministry, which was referred to Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., as chair​man of the Committee ad Interim.

The Meridian Church presented a Call for the Pastoral services of Rev. A. L. Kline, which being found in order, was placed in his hands; and he having signified his accept​ance of the same, Presbytery appointed the first Sabbath in December next for his instal​lation, and Rev. A. P. Smith and Rev. S. J. Love a commission to perform that service—Rev. A. P. Smith to preside and preach the sermon, & Rev. S. J. Love to deliver the charge to the congregation and Rev. A. P. Smith the charge to the Pastor. 
In order to be sure of a full representation in the General Assembly, Mr. L. A. Ragsdale a Ruling Elder of Meridian was elected the second Alternate Commissioner to the General Assembly.

Presbytery ordered the Treasurer pro tem to pay out of the contingent fund $1.65. the ex​pense on Dispatch, and the remaining 8.55. to be paid on salary of Stated Clerk.
Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Columbus, Miss., on Thursday before the full moon in April 1868.







Closed with prayer & the benediction.







A. P. Smith Moderator







J. N. Carothers Clerk.
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Columbus, Miss.







Thursday, April 2nd 1868

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Mod​erator, Rev. A. P. Smith. After which prayer was offered by the moderator.

Roll was called, and the following ministers were present viz—Rev. Messrs. J. A. Lyon D.D., J. N. Carothers, R. S. Gladney, J. W. Kerr and A. P. Smith, with the following Ruling Elders viz—B. Barry from Columbus, M. J. H. Bowen from Aberdeen, R. A. Minnis from Hamilton, A. H. Conkey from Okolona and R. B. Marion from Friendship.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and completed the organization, the following ministers having arrived viz- E. Cater, A. H. Barkley, H. C. Smith, S. J. Love, S. R. Frierson, and R. W. Meck​lin—with the following Ruling Elders, viz—J. Love from Lebanon, D. Love from Bethel and Crawfordsville, P. Byrne from Enterprise, H. Woods junior from Scooba, D. D. Morrison from DeKalb, T. J. Peden from Pleasant Springs, O. Hendrick from Macon & A. McMillan from Starkville.
Ministers absent—Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, Rev. M. Peden, Rev. J. H. Thompson, Rev. A. L. Kline and Rev. W. C. Emerson. About half the churches were not represented.

Rev. E. Cater was chosen moderator, and Rev. R. W. Mecklin Tem. Clerk. The minutes of the last regular meeting, and of the adjourned meeting at Meridian were read.

Rev. G. T. Stainback of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The Standing Rules were read, and Numbers 1 & 7 were so altered as to read “Spring” instead of “Fall.” 

The churches of Columbus, Aberdeen, & Pleasant Springs gave reasons for not being represented at last meeting which were sustained.
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A letter was read from Rev. M. Peden, assigning his continued and extreme ill health as the reason of his absence, which was sustained. He also called the attention of Presbytery to a claim for missionary services, and the Treasurer was instructed to confer with the Committee ad Interim, and to settle the claim according to the facts in the case, when in funds. On motion of Rev. J. A. Lyon it was Resolved That Rev. M. Peden be recom​mended to receive a part of the 5 per cent fund granted by the General Assembly to dis​abled ministers, and the Committee ad Interim was instructed to forward the application immediately to the Committee of Sustentation at Columbia.
A letter was read from Elder C. Bardwell reporting his attendance upon the meeting of the General Assembly at Nashville, and returning four dollars of Commissioners’ fund, which he had not used. His report was approved, and the money paid over to the Treasu​rer.

Resolved, That it be made the order of the day for tomorrow morning 9 o’clock to hold a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds, and that it be the order of the day for 3 o’clock tomorrow afternoon to elect Commissioners to the General Assembly, and Saturday at 4 o’clock p.m. was fixed as the time for Presbyterial Conference.
The Moderator announced the following Committees

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. J. A. Lyon & Elders Barry & McMillan.
On Bills & Overtures—Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elders Peden & Hendrick.
On Minutes of Assembly—Rev. Messrs Love & Kerr & Elder Conkey.
On Supplies—Rev. J. W. Kerr & Elders Peden & Minnis.
On Narrative—Rev. R. S. Gladney & Elders Byrne & Woods.
On Assessment—Elders Barry, Woods & Bowen.
It was Resolved: That the Presbyterial Sermon on “the perseverance of the saints” be de​livered on Sabbath afternoon at 4 o’clock.
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Dr. Lyon from the Committee ad Interim reported that they had recommended appropri​ations to be made to supplement the salaries of Rev. E. Cater, Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & Rev. J. N. Carothers, which was approved.
Dr. Lyon as Commissioner to the General Assembly reported his attendance &c and his report was received and approved. 

Rev. J. N. Carothers reported that he had attended as ordered by Presbytery to the in​stallation of Rev. R. W. Mecklin, and that he was duly installed as Pastor of Bethsalem & Lebanon Churches.

Rev. A. P. Smith reported that he had attended at Meridian, at the time appointed for the installation of Rev. A. L. Kline, but finding the church not able, on account of financial embarrassments to raise the requisite salary, the pastoral relation was not constituted, which report was received and approved.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, April 3rd







8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Minutes of yester​day were read and corrected. 
The following ministers reported that they had complied with the orders of Presbytery in visiting vacant churches, viz: J. N. Carothers, J. A. Lyon, A. P. Smith, R. W. Mecklin, E. Cater, H. C. Smith & S. R. Frierson.
Rev. J. A. Lyon reported that he had furnished the Trustees of the University of Missis​sippi with sufficient evidence that Cornelius Miller is a student seeking the gospel minis​try.

The following Committees were appointed on Sessional Records—

On the Records of 
Aberdeen

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D. & Elder Morrison




Bethel


Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elder M. J. H. Bowen




Columbus

Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder Minnis




Crawfordsville

Rev. A. P. Smith & Elder A. H. Conkey
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Enterprise

Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elder Barry



Hamilton

Rev. J. W. Kerr & Elder Woods




Lebanon

Rev. S. J. Love & Elder Marion




Unity


Rev. S. J. Love & Elder Marion




Macon


Rev. H. C. Smith and Elder McMillan




Okolona

Rev. J. A. Lyon and Elder Woods




Pleasant Springs
Rev. Rev. A. H. Barkley and Elder Morrison



Beersheba

Rev. Rev. A. H. Barkley and Elder Morrison




Scooba


Rev. J. A. Lyon & Elder D. Love




Starkville

Rev. S. J. Love & Elder Barry




Good Hope

Rev. [S. R.] Frierson & Elder Conkey




Pisgah


Rev. A. P. Smith & Elder Hendricks




Friendship

Rev. [R. S.] Gladney & Elder Byrne

The order of the day, viz: Free conversation on the state of religion, was taken up and continued till 11 o’clock, when Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Elder J. Snell from Beersheba Church appeared & rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Rev. John A. Smiley presented a letter of Dismission from the Presbytery of Louisiana to join this Presbytery, whereupon he was examined and received as a member of this Pres​bytery.

A letter was read from Rev. W. C. Emerson, assigning reasons for absence which were sustained. He also asked for authority from this Presbytery to labor as an Evangelist  among the American immigrants in Brazil. The Stated Clerk was instructed to inform him that Presbytery does not see its way clear to take any definite action in this matter. The Stated Clerk was further instructed to write to his son Frank H. Emerson, a candidate under our care, that Presbytery desires definite information from him, as to his plans and progress in his studies preparatory to the gospel ministry. [a penciled note states, “Wrote to both.”]
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Rev. A. P. Smith and Elder A. M. Carothers were elected principal Commissioners to the General Assembly, to meet at Baltimore on the 21st of May next, and Rev. J. W. Kerr and Elder T. N. Martin their alternates—

The unfinished business viz: free conversation on the state of religion, was resumed and finished. It was made the first order of the day for tomorrow, to hear the reports on Ses​sional Records, and the second order of the day to pay in the funds sent up to presbytery, and collect the Presbyterial tax.

Enterprise was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Permission was granted to Rev. S. J. Bingham to continue to labour within our bounds.

Reports were made on the subject of minister’s salaries as required by standing rule.

Rev. J. N. Carothers presented and read his petition for the dissolution of the pastoral re​lation between himself and the Fairview Church, setting forth satisfactory reasons there​fore, together with the action of the congregation consenting thereto—whereupon, after some discussion, on constitutional grounds drawing out a full explanation of all the facts in the case said pastoral relation was dissolved, and Fairview Church was declared va​cant, enjoining upon the congregation the duty of making immediate and vigorous effort to pay to Rev. J. N. Carothers the amount due him, Rev. A. H. Barkley and Rev. S. R. Frierson dissenting on constitutional grounds.

Leave of absence was granted to Elder A. H. Conkey from the remaining sessions of Pres​bytery.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning








8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read. The following Committee ad Interim was appointed for the
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ensuing year viz Rev. Messrs A. H. Barkley & E. Cater and Elder Scott Thompson.
The Committees on Sessional Records made their several reports, which were received and adopted, and ordered to be placed upon the respective Session Books.

W. Dowdle Elder from Unity Church appeared, & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness, and also rendered reasons for his church not being represented at former meetings which were sustained.

The Committee on Assessment made their report which was received and adopted and is as follows—

Columbus Church
$15.
Beersheba Church
$3.
Scooba Church
$3.


Bethsalem Church  
    7.
Starkville Church
  9.
Meridian Church
10.

Lebanon Church
    3.
Macon
Church

  3.
Enterprise Church
  5.

Friendship Church
    8.
Louisville Church
  5.
Montrose Church
  2.

Fairview Church
    5.
Okolona Church
  3.
Mount Moriah Church  6.

Houston Church
    5.
Centre Point Church
  3.
Pisgah Church

  6.

Aberdeen Church
    8.
Carolina Church
  3.
Pendleton Church
  1.

Hamilton Church
    5.
Smyrna Church
  3.
New Hope Church
  2.

Bethel Church
 
  12.
Pleasant Springs
  2.
De Kalb Church            2.

Crawfordsville

    6.
Cooksville Church        2.
Good Hope Church       2.

Mayhew Church
    2.
Shuqualak Church 
  2.
Toomsuba Church
  2.

Unity Church

    3.
Wahalak Church
  2.
Marion Church
  2.



            $78.


          $41.


          $40.

Total--$159. [A penciled note records $125 paid, $34 not paid.]

Rev. A. H. Barkley was appointed to supply the pulpit of our Commissioner to the As​sembly, on the fourth Sabbath in May, and Rev. E. Cater, on the fifth Sabbath in May.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. The Treasurer made a report which was received and refer​red to a committee consisting of Elders Barry and Woods.

Macon Church asked leave to employ Rev. E. Cater as Stated Supply for the next 12 months for one-fourth of his time,
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promising him $200- which was granted.

The Church at Enterprise asked leave to employ Rev. S. J. Love as Stated Supply for the next 12 months, representing to Presbytery that owing to the financial embarrassments of the congregation they will not be able to raise more than $500. and seeking aid from the sus​tentation fund, in making up a sufficient salary. The request was granted, and the Com​​​​mit​tee ad Interim was instructed to make application to the Committee of Sustenta​tion at Columbia for the desired aid—

Rev. D. P. Bester of the Baptist Church, being present, was invited to sit as a cor​res​pond​ing member. 

The hour for Presbyterial Conference having arrived, Elder E. Goodwin opened the Con​ference with an Essay on “Pulpit conduct and manner,” after which the roll was cal​led and the members expressed their views on the subject. The Essayist was requested to furnish a copy of his Essay for publication in the [Presbyterian] Index. 
Elders B. Barry and J. Snell obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

The Auditing Committee reported the Treasurer’s report correct. Their report was re​ceived and adopted.

Elders Peden, Morrison, Hendricks, and Dowdle obtained leave of absence.

Rev. R. S. Gladney presented a request that he, with the assistance of some neighboring min​is​ter, be authorized to organize a Church at West Point, at such time as they may deem best, if the way be clear—which request was granted.
The committee to prepare a Narrative for the General Assembly, made a report, which was received, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly.

On motion of Rev J. N. Carothers it was made a standing order to the Treasurer to pay over all moneys coming into his hands, to the proper objects, taking receipts for the same as proper vouchers in his reports.
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Presbytery took recess till after public worship to-night.
After public worship, Presbytery proceeded to business. Rev. J. W. Kerr obtained leave of absence.

The committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly reported that they find nothing re​quiring the action of Presbytery, except some resolutions on page 151 of the printed minutes on the subject of Education, on which the Assembly requests the Presbyteries to take action, and report to the next Assembly. The committee highly and cordially appro​ves the object and enterprise therein contemplated and recommend that this Presbytery mem​orialize the General Assembly to take the initiative at once, in establishing a great Central Institution of learning, under their supervision and control, in which the whole church shall be united and in which the youth of the church shall be trained and qualified to become intelligent office bearers in the church of God, while at the same time they may pursue the different professions and callings of life. Their report was received and adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly—

The committee on supplies made a report, which was received and adopted, and is as fol​lows— 

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

to supply
Unity and Beersheba at discretion

Rev. J. N. Carothers



Bethany & New Hope at discretion

Rev. E. Cater




Centre Point and Cooksville at discretion

Rev. J. W. Kerr



Shuqualak & Carolina & Fairview

Rev. Messrs Mecklin & Barkley                    Pleasant Springs & Louisville

Rev. Messrs Love & Smiley


Paulding & DeKalb

Rev. H. C. Smith



New Hope & DeKalb

Rev. S. R. Frierson



Smyrna & Bethany

Rev. A. P. Smith



Hamilton
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The following resolutions were adopted.

1. Resolved That the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered to the citizens of Columbus, who have extended such liberal, kind and cordial hospitality to its members.

2. Resolved, That the thanks of Presbytery be presented through our Stated Clerk, to the officers of the Mobile & Ohio Rail Road for passing its members to & from Columbus for one fare, and that he respectfully ask a like favor again.

3. Resolved, That the kindness and courtesy of the different churches in this city be ack​now​ledged and that the Pastor be requested to read these Resolutions from the pulpit on Sabbath morning. 
“The best way of promoting and conducting revivals” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Conference, and Dr. A. M. Carothers was appointed to write the Essay and H. Woods Jnr., his alternate.

“Original Sin” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. E. Cater was appointed to preach it, and Rev. J. N. Carothers his alternate.

On motion, the Standing Rule requiring the Moderator to deliver an address on Sys​tematic benevolence, was suspended.

Elder D. Love, the agent of the Education Fund, reported that he has $293.62/100 dollars on hand in notes, which are not all reliable.

The Stated Clerk was directed to correspond with churches and endeavor to procure the unpaid assessments for commissioners’ fund.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Enterprise on Thursday before the first full moon in Oct​ober (it being the 24th day of September) at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer and bene​diction.








Edwin Cater Moderator








R. W. Mecklin, Tem. Clk.






Attest: 

J. N. Carothers, S. C.
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Enterprise, Mississippi







September 24th 1868

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev. E. Cater, the moderator from Prov. XXII.6th [v.] “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old he will not depart from it.” After which Presbytery was constituted with prayer.
The Roll was called and the following members were present viz: 

Ministers—J. N. Caro​thers, E. Cater. J. A. Smylie, J. H. Thompson, & O. H. P. Smyth.

Ruling Elders—A. M. Dinsmore from Macon, W. A. Moseley from Wahalak, J. A. Thomp​son from Bethsalem & Lebanon, L. Henderson from Pleasant Spring, Thos. Laugh​lin from Enterprise, and L. F. Clark from DeKalb.

Rev. J. A. Smylie was chosen Moderator, and Rev. O. H. P. Smyth Tem. Clerk.

The minutes of the last meeting were read. The Standing Rules of Presbytery were also read.








Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. The following additional members appeared and rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness viz: Rev. H. C. Smith and Elder J. F. Smith from Good Hope Church.

The Moderator announced the following committees—

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. J. H. Thompson and Elder Thos. Laughlin.

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. E. Cater and Elder W. A. Moseley.

On Minutes of Assembly—Rev. A. P. Smith and Elder J. A. Thompson.

On Judicial Business—Rev. O. H. P. Smyth and Elder L. Henderson.

On Narrative to Synod—Rev. R. W. Mecklin & L. Henderson.

On Assessment—Rev. A. P. Smith & W. A. Moseley. 

On Supplies—Rev. J. N. Carothers & J. T. Smith.

The Stated Clerk was directed to write to churches that are not represented, calling their attention to the Standing Rule requiring them to write to him, at Houston, informing him of the reason of such delinquency, so that he may inform the Presbytery—

Letters were read from Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., & Rev. A. H. Barkley
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containing their reasons for absence, which were sustained. Rev. Messrs Carothers and Thomson gave reasons for their churches not being represented, which were sustained.

A Letter was read from Rev. J. W. Kerr asking a Dismission from this Presbytery to the Central Mississippi Presbytery, which was granted, and the Stated Clerk was directed to forward to him his Certificate.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & Rev. J. H. Thompson gave reasons for absence at former meet​ings, which were sustained.

Rev. J. N. Carothers reported that he and Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., had assisted Rev. R. S. Gladney in organizing a church at West Point, according to the order of Presbytery, that said Church was organized with 11 members, two Ruling Elders and one Deacon. This report was approved and West Point Church was received and enrolled.

Rev. Messrs Cater and Carothers reported that they had complied with the order of Pres​by​​tery in supplying vacant churches—the former also in supplying the pulpit of our Com​missioners to the General Assembly.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.










Closed with prayer.







           Friday morning, September 25th 1868








8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read and corrected. Members present as on yesterday with the addition of Rev A. P. Smith & Rev R. W. Mecklin, who gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Rev. H. C. Smith was appointed assistant Clerk.  

Reasons were offered for Aberdeen, Hamilton and Smyrna Churches not being repre​sented which were sustained.

A letter was received from Rev. A. H. Barkley making a report or statement to Presbytery as treasurer, & also as Chairman of the Committee ad Interim and of the Committee on Edu​ca​tion, which was read and referred to a Committee consisting of the Stated Clerk, with Elder J. A. Thomson.
Rev. R. W. Mecklin laid before Presbytery a paper announcing the death of the Rev Mitchel Peden, and containing some memoranda from the family, whereupon Rev. Mes​srs Mecklin & Carothers with Elder J. H. Thompson were appointed a committee to pre​pare a
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minute in relation to his death. 
Bethsalem Church, in Winston County, Mi., was chosen, unanimously, as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery. 

The free conversation on the state of religion was made the first order of the day for this afternoon.

Rev. A. P. Smith and Rev. R. W. Mecklin reported satisfactorily as to supplying vacant churches.

Rev. J. N. Carothers was appointed Treasurer pro tem.

Rev. A. P. Smith made his report as Commissioner to the General Assembly, which was received and approved. Dr. A. M. Carothers, the other Commissioner, was reported to have been called to the General Assembly, and church triumphant in Heaven, soon after his return home.

The Committee to whom the Communication of Rev. A. H. Barkley was referred re​ported, that in regard to the claim of Rev M. Peden, the Treasurer seems to have mis​ap​prehended the order of Presbytery, but recommend that Presbytery approve what was done in that matter, and as regards his report as Chairman of the Committee ad Interim &c, it does not appear that he has conferred with the other members, and consequently his communication can only be received as information, and not as a report. The commit​tee would also recommend that the second named member on each committee of which Rev. A. H. Barkley is chairman, be instructed to act as chairman, in his absence, which report was received and adopted.







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








[2 ½ o’clock p.m.]
After recess Presbytery resumed business. The order of the day was deferred for the pres​ent. Mr. Wm. McCurdy a Ruling Elder from Pisgah Church, appeared and gave satis​fac​tory reasons for tardiness.
Rev. J. N. Carothers stated to Presbytery that he was instructed to ask for a dissolution of the Mayhew Church, and that the members be transferred to the West Point Church, which was accordingly done.

The order of the day was taken up and the members reported the state of religion in their re​spective fields. 

S. J. Loughridge Ruling Elder from Mount Moriah Church appeared and gave satis​fac​tory reasons for tardiness.
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Rev. J. A. Smylie offered the following, which was adopted, “Whereas in the providence of God, the country in which our lot is cast is an extremely unsettled and unsatisfactory condition, as is manifested in the low state of religion, and the unprosperous condition of the churches throughout the entire South West, and in the unprosperous condition of material interests, by the failure of crops from year to year from various causes. There​fore, Resolved that this Presbytery Overture the Synod at its next meeting, to adopt a suit​able minute on this whole subject making such suggestions to our churches and peo​ple, as shall in their wisdom be regarded suitable to enable them to make a proper im​prove​ment of these solemn providences.”
In answer to an Overture from the Synod of Mississippi sent down to the Presbyteries composing it on the subject of a division of Synod, it was Resolved unanimously that this Presbytery is in favour of the division.

A Call from Pisgah and Good Hope Churches for the pastoral services of Rev. H. C. Smith, was read, and being found in order, was placed in his hands.

Rev. S. H. Love obtained leave to labor one half his time at Okolona for the next six months.






Presbytery took recess till 7 ½ o’clock tonight.

At 7 ½ o’clock Presbytery met. The moderator delivered the address on Systematic bene​v​olence, according to Standing Rule.
Mr. Jeremiah Witherspoon, a member of Beersheba Church, was introduced to Pres​by​tery, as a student seeking the gospel ministry.

A letter from the session of said church, recommending him and certifying his desti​tution, was received and read, whereupon he was examined on experimental religion, and his views & motives in seeking the ministry, which examination being satisfactory, he was received under the care of Presbytery; and our Education Committee was instruc​ted to apply to the churches for the funds necessary to defray his expenses in college.

The collection of Presbyterial-Synodical Tax was made the first order of the day for to​morrow morning. Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning, Sept. 26th 1868








8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yes​terday were read and corrected. 

The Presbyterial Conference on the best method of promoting and conducting revivals was postponed till the next regular meeting, and Elder H. Woods Jnr. continued as Essay​ist.

The committee on assessment made their report which was received and adopted as fol​lows—

Columbus Church
$15.
Bethsalem     $7.
Lebanon
$3.
Friendship $8.

Fairview Church
    5.
Houston
3.
Aberdeen
  8.
Hamilton     4.
Bethel Church

  12.
Crawfordville  6.
Unity

  3.
Beersheba   3.
Starkville Church
    9.
Macon

3.
Louisville
  2.
Okolona       3.
Centre Point Church
    3.
Carolina
3.
Smyrna
  3.
Pleasant Spg 2.
Cooksville Church
    2.
Shuqualak
2.
Wahalak
  3.
Scooba         3.
Meridian Church
  10.
Enterprise
5.
Montrose
  2.
Mt. Moriah  6.
Pisgah Church

    3.
Pendleton
1.
New Hope
  2.
DeKalb        2.
Good Hope Church
    2.
Toomsooba
2.
Marion
              2.
= $124.—
It was Resolved, that when Presbytery adjourn it adjourn to meet at Vicksburg during the Sessions of Synod, at the Call of the Moderator.

The Committee to prepare a minute on the death of Rev. M. Peden made their report which was received and adopted as follows—“Rev. Mitchell Peden was a native of South Caro​lina, born in Spartanburg on the 2nd day of August A.D. 1809.—was baptized in in​fancy—was admitted to the communion of Nazareth Presbyterian Church on profession of his faith in Christ March 18th 1828. He was for 12 years a member of Rev. M. Dick​son’s Bible Class. Graduated at the Seminary at Columbia, and was licensed to preach the gospel by the Presbytery of Harmony, on the 8th day of April 1838. He commenced his la​bours at [indecipherable] & Mill Creek Churches on the 1st day of April 1838. He came to this State, and became a member of this Presbytery in 1847 & was always punctual in his attendance upon its meetings, as well as the meetings of Synod, and was several times a member of the General Assembly. He was remarkably conscientious & faithful in his adherence to the principles and constitution of the Presbyterian Church.
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He was humble, kind & fraternal in his feelings and intercourse with his brethren—tender & zealous & affectionate in his manner of preaching, assiduous in his efforts to win souls to Christ. God in his providence, was pleased to call him away from his labors by a stroke of paralysis, some two or three years before he was called to his reward in Heaven. On the last day of August 1868, his master said to him “Come up higher, and enter into the joy of thy Lord.” “With us his name shall live through long succeeding years. Embalmed with all our hearts can give, our praise and our tears.” Resolved that this minute be pub​lished in the Presbyterian Index, and that the Southern Presbyterian be requested to copy. 
The Committee on the Narrative made an encouraging report which was received & adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod at Vicksburg. 

Rev. S. J. Love appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. 

A committee consisting of Rev. J. A. Smylie with Ruling Elders L. A. Ragsdale and Judge A. McCallum was appointed to aid Rev. S. J. Bingham in organizing Churches at Garlandsville and Laurence Station, if the way be clear; and it was ordered that Rev. S. J. Bingham be authorized to proceed with the organization in case of the failure of the Committee to attend, with such assistance as he may be able to procure.
The Committee on the minutes of the General Assembly made their report, which was received, amended, and adopted as follows—“We have examined the same, and find sev​eral items that have been sent down for the action of the several Presbyteries. First, on page 265, there is a Report of the Committee on Evangelistic Labours, it appears from the minutes that this Presbytery is among those that have not, in accordance with the in​junc​tion of the Assembly sent up any report on this subject. Your Committee would therefore rec​ommend that the Committee ad Interim, be instructed, as soon as possible, to report to the Central Committee at Columbia, what has been done, and what is still being done by this Presbytery on the subject. Secondly, in connection with the answer that the Assembly gave to the overture from this Presbytery, in relation to a great Central Institu​tion of learn​​ing, the Assembly passed the following Resolution
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‘Resolved That our people be urged to establish and encourage schools and colleges un​der Presbyterian influence, and be earnestly advised not to send their children to schools where they are likely to be estranged from their own church.’ Your Committee regret that there exists too much case for this earnest appeal of the Assembly: For our beloved youth, the baptized children of the church, are too often found in institutions of no moral or religious character whatever, or in institutions whose views of religious truth are dia​met​rically opposed to ours. We would therefore offer the following Resolutions—

I. Resolved that we lay this appeal to the heart, and that each minister and session in our bounds be instructed to exercise vigilance in this matter, and that they endeavor to show our people the importance of sending their children to institutions of learning that are known to be under Presbyterian influence.

II. Resolved, That the Sessions of our churches be directed to regard the sending of the bap​tized children of the church, by parents or guardians in our communion to institutions of learning, unfriendly to our denominational views, as in violation of covenant vows made at the baptism of said children, and constituting an offense requiring discipline.

Thirdly, On the subject of Sabbath Schools the Assembly urges, as far as practicable, their establishment in every congregation, which we heartily endorse, and urge upon our churches to be careful to send up to our next meeting a full report on this subject, that we may report to the next Assembly.

Fourthly, The subject of Education for the ministry, as was to be supposed, greatly en​gaged the attention of the Assembly, and we would urge it upon our churches to con​trib​ute liberally to this great cause, that those of our beloved youth, whose hearts God has warmed by his grace and who feel it to be their duty to serve him in the gospel ministry; and who have not the means, may be enabled to carry out their hearts desires. We also rec​ommend that Presbytery instruct the Committee on Education in accordance with the wishes of the Assembly, to send as soon as possible to the Assembly’s Committee, a full report on this subject
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Fifthly, By an overture from one of the Presbyteries the attention of the Assembly was cal​led to the subject of the Pastoral relation. There seems to be a growing leniency on this subject in our church. The Committee would therefore recommend the careful enforce​ment of our Standing Rule on the subject of our churches employing Stated Supplies only through the Presbytery, and that when such engagements are so made, that they be not prematurely dissolved without the consent of presbytery; and that the Pastoral relation never be dissolved, except in strict conformity to the requirements of our Form of Gov​ern​ment (Chapter XVII).
Sixthly, The Committee would call the attention of Pastors and Stated Supplies to the rec​om​mendation of the Assembly to preach to their people on the subject of dedicating their sons to the gospel ministry.
Seventhly, On the subject of ministerial support, the committee would suggest to the Presbytery the importance of urging upon our churches greater diligence and punctuality, in raising and paying their minister’s salary, and after doing all they can, if they find it insufficient to meet the wants of their minister, that they be instructed to apply through the Presbyterial Sustentation Committee to the Central Committee at Columbia for assist​ance; and that our Committee be instructed to comply strictly with the rules laid down by the laws of the Central Com.

Eighthly, On the subject of Systematic Benevolence the Assembly recommend that the ministers preach to their Churches on the subject and that the Sessions see to it that there be at least one collection during the year for each of the four benevolent operations of the Church—It is recommended to the Presbytery that the times suggested be observed in taking up these Collections, and that the sessions be required to report the amount so collected, as soon as possible thereafter to the Chairman of the appropriate Presbyterial Committee—

Lastly, We would call the attention of Presbytery to the order of the Assembly requiring the churches to take up collections on the first Sabbath in July for the families of de​ceased or disabled ministers. We heartily concur in the importance attached to this duty by the Assembly, and we most earnestly commend to our churches a

[243]

punctual observance of this requisition. Our disabled  brethren have a right to expect the Church, in whose service their energies have been exhausted to minister to their temporal necessities; and to whom else & where else can their widows and orphans look in their time of need, if not to the church under whose care they live, and in whose embrace they ought to rejoice.”
Rev. H. C. Smith returned the Call which had been placed in his hands—not accepted.
Rev. Messrs Cater & A. P. Smith and Elder Moseley obtained leave of absence after 4 o’clock this afternoon.







Presbytery took recess till ½ past 2 p.m.








[½ past 2 p.m.]

After recess Presbytery resumed business. Rev. A. P. Smith, by request, gave the reasons assigned by the Elders at Meridian for not representing that Church at this meeting, whereupon the church was excused.
The following resolutions were offered and adopted, “Whereas the church at Meridian is & has been, for most of the time, for twelve months, without the stated ministrations of the word, and its interests are generally suffering on that account, and Whereas Rev. A. L. Kline, the Pastor elect of said church, has never met this Presbytery; since he was re​ceived a year ago and no application has been made to Presbytery since that time, on the part of the Church, to employ him either as Pastor or Stated Supply Therefore 

Re​sol​ved, that said Church be required to make some arrangement, as speedily as pos​sible, through this Presbytery to enjoy the stated means of grace, either by calling the said Rev. A. L. Kline to that work, or making some new arrangement for the supply of their pulpit.
II. Resolved, That this Presbytery does discountenance any church sending its Pastor or any agent abroad to collect funds for any purpose whatsoever—

III. Resolved, That Rev A. P. Smith, who is to preach at Meridian tomorrow be requested to read these Resolutions to the congregation.

The church at Enterprise obtained leave to employ Rev. S. J. Love one fourth of his time for the next six months. And Louisville and Pleasant Spring, to employ Rev. O. H. P. Smyth each one fourth of his time.

[244]

“Election” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. J. N. Car​o​thers was appointed to preach it with Rev. S. R. Frierson, his alternate.

The Committee on Supplies made their report, which was received, and adopted as fol​lows—

Rev. A. P. Smith 

to supply
Unity and Hamilton at discretion.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.



Beersheba & Unity at discretion.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth



Carolina & Pleasant Spring at discretion.

Rev. J. N. Carothers



Bethany & Fairview at discretion.

Rev. S. J. Love



Fairview & West Point at discretion.

Rev. J. A. Smylie



Meridian & Paulding at discretion.

Rev. S. R. Frierson



Bethany & Cooksville at discretion.

Rev. R. W. Mecklin



Smyrna at discretion.

Rev. H. C. Smith



DeKalb & Paulding at discretion.

Rev. E. Cater




Centre Point & Cooksville at discretion.

Rev. J. H. Thompson



Enon, Salem & Philadelphia at discretion.

It is enjoined upon all the vacant churches to which supplies are ordered to contribute to the cause of sustentation, at least to the amount that may be necessary to defray the inci​dental expenses of the ministers supplying them.

The treasurer pro tem reported that he had collected $7.50 Presbyterial Tax—For Edu​ca​tion, from Macon Church $5. From Louisville Church $6.25. From Pisgah Church $2.50. From Enterprise $6.05, making $19.80. For Synodical Tax $21.00 And for Commis​sioner’s fund $3.00. 
It was Resolved that Presbytery express their high appreciation of the very kind hospi​tality extended to its members by the citizens of Enterprise during its sessions, and that we tender our thanks to the Mobile & Ohio R.R. for passing the members to and from En​ter​prise for one fare, and that the Moderator be requested to read this Resolution from the pulpit tomorrow.

After reading & correcting the minutes Presbytery adjourned to meet at Vicksburg during the Sessions of Synod. Closed with singing, prayer and benediction.








J. A. Smylie Moderator








O. H. P. Smyth Tem. Clk.








J. N. Carothers S. Clerk.
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Approved as far as written.

J. Franklin Ford, Mod.

Vicksburg, Nov 6th 1868.

Presbytery met at Vicksburg, Mi., November 4th 1868, at the call of the moderator, and was opened with prayer. Members present—

Ministers. Rev. Messrs J. A. Lyon, D.D., J. N. Carothers, E. Cater, S. R. Frierson, J. A. Smylie, A. H. Barkley & R. W. Mecklin.

Ruling Elders. C. Bardwell from Starkville, J. W. Johnson, Bethsalem, L. Ragsdale, Mer​i​dian, & D. Kelly, Toomsuba.

Rev. S. J. Bingham being present, presented a dismission from Tuscaloosa Presbytery (Ala.), whereupon he was examined and received as a member of this Presbytery. 

Rev. S. J. Bingham reported that he had organized a church at Garlandsville, by order of Presby​tery, which was approved, and Garlandsville Church enrolled .

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Thursday morning, Nov. 5th.








½ past 8 o’clock

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. Rev. E. Cater from the Committee on Education reported cash received for that object from Scooba Church $12. From Meridian Ch. $12. From Treas. pro tem. through A. M. Dins​more 11. From Wahalak Ch 22. From Macon Ch $2.00. From Central Committee 35. From Friendship Ch 7. From Houston Ch. 6.00 Enterprise (Contribution 6. Amt. dis​bur​sed as follows—Paid to J. Witherspoon $35, Sept 30th/68. And to same $56, Oct 12th/68. And 75 cents express charges. Whole amt Rec’d being $112.



 
 Whole amt Disbursed being $86…$26 on hand.

Rev. A. H. Barkley from same Committee further reported that he had received a letter from Mr. Witherspoon acknowledging the receipt of $56 more—in all of $141 to aid him in prosecuting his collegiate studies. 

Rev. E. Cater asked a dismission to join the Presbytery of North Miss., which was granted; and Rev. A. P. Smith was appointed a member of the Committee on Education, & also the Com. ad Interim in his stead.
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Rev. J. A. Lyon offered the following overture to Synod, which was adopted and ordered to be presented to Synod, viz: Is a Ruling Elder or Deacon who refuses to pay any thing for the support of the gospel or for the benevolent objects of the church, or its necessary expenses, entitled according to the Constitution of our Church, to exercise the function of his office in said Church?
Rev. R. W. Mecklin asked and obtained leave to organize a church at Perkinsville, Miss. between this time and the next meeting of Presbytery, if the way be clear.

Rev. S. J. Bingham was authorized, at his own discretion, to organize a Church at New​ton Station on the Meridian and Vicksburg R. Road, if deemed expedient.

Presbytery took recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.

After recess Presbytery resumed business. Members present as before.

Toomsuba and Starkville churches rendered satisfactory reasons for not being represented at Enterprise. Starkville Church obtained permission to employ Rev. S. R. Frierson as Stated Supply for the next six months, with such compensation as may be satisfactory to him.

Rev.; Messrs R. W. Mecklin and S. J. Bingham obtained leave of Presbytery to teach school for a time under peculiar circumstances.

Shuqualak Church was dissolved and its members directed to report themselves for ad​mission to whatever church they find most convenient, and the Session of such church is hereby instructed to receive any of them of whose good standing and Christian deport​ment they may be satisfied.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Bethsalem Church in Winston County, Miss., on Thurs​day the 22nd day of April 1869 at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer and bene​dic​tion.








J. A. Smylie, Moderator








J. N. Carothers, Tem. & Stated Clerk
�� --another hand has penciled in “(1863.)”





( A note added concerning the final sentence states: (“The following line was inserted by order of Synod at Brandon Oct. 1864.”)





