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Minutes 
 
The Presbytery of St. Andrew met for its Fall Stated Meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, October 6, 2009 at 
Bethel Presbyterian Church in Olive Branch, Mississippi. 
 
The meeting began with a service of worship that included the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, the annual 
necrology of Presbyters from the Presbytery of St. Andrew who had died in the previous year. The Revs. 
Karen Brostrom-O’Brien and Hershel Don Yancey served as liturgists and presided at the Table. A 
communion meditation entitled “Partners in Mission: One in Christ” was delivered by Mr. David Thomas, a 
Mission Co-Worker of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 
Elders and Ministers of the Word and Sacrament remembered in the service were as follows:  
 

Lucretia Jones Rogers (Osborn), Lester Johnson (Bethel, Olive Branch), Thomas Garden Chrestman 
(First, Cleveland), Charles Pearce House (First, Cleveland), Helen Elizabeth Beckham (Leland), Mary 
Edith Durst Walker (Leland), Regina Nolan Jenkins (First, Aberdeen), Earline Gregory (Okolona), 
Baxter Orr Elliott, Jr. (First, Oxford), Denton Sims (First, Oxford), Will Hickman (First, Oxford), H. Joe 
Bearden (First, Starkville), Charles Tindall, Jr. (First, Greenville), Mary Potts Miller (First, Columbus), 
Gail Clark Cotton (Trinity, Starkville), Diane Worthington Young (First, West Point), and Jo Rakestraw 
(Booneville). 

 
Following a brief recess, the meeting was reconvened with prayer by Ann Laird Jones. A quorum was 
declared present. 

 
Appointment of Special Committees 

 
By common consent, the Moderator appointed the following committee: 
 
Committee of Thanks: 
 Elder Ella Whitten (FPC, Grenada) 
 The Rev. Jonas Hayes 
 The Rev. Tom Cheatham 

 
Introduction of Visitors and Welcome 

 
Visitors and first time elder commissioners to the presbytery were introduced, after which the Rev. Hershel 
Don Yancey officially welcomed the governing body to Bethel Presbyterian Church. 
 
Lynn Sloan was introduced to the body, and by common consent she was granted the privilege of the floor 
on motion by Elder Keith Nichols. 

 
Roll of the Meeting 
  

There were 65 voting members and commissioners present at the meeting, plus an additional 22 visitors, 
corresponding members, and staff for a total enrollment of 87. The following ministers, elders, and visitors 
were enrolled for the meeting, and excused absences were granted as noted: 
 
Minister Members (25): 
 

John Akers ............................... H.R., Excused Frank Beck .......................................... Present 
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Buren Blankenship .............................. Present 
Frank Brooks ........................... H.R., Excused 
Karen Brostrom-O’Brien ..................... Present 
Tom Bryson ....................................... Excused 
Erin Bunnell ........................................ Absent 
Tom Cheatham .................................... Present 
Rita Cochrane ...................................... Present 
William J. Connolly ............................ Present 
Belinda Curry .................................... Excused 
Rusty Douglas ..................................... Present 
Joseph Etua .......................................... Present 
David Freeman ........................ H.R., Excused 
Coker George ...................................... Absent 
Gregory Goodwiller ............................ Present 
Steve Graham ...................................... Present 
Thomas P. Groome, III ........................ Present 
Scotty Hargrove ....................... H.R., Excused 
Sidney Harmon .................................... Present 
Robert Hatcher, Jr. ............................... Present 
Jonas Hayes ......................................... Present 
Charles Holland ....................... H.R., Excused 
Donald Howie .......................... H.R., Excused 
Wil Howie ........................................... Present 
Michele Howie .................................... Present 
Ann Laird Jones ................................... Present  
Ann Kelly ............................................ Present 

James Landrum ........................ H.R., Excused 
James Maner ............................ H.R., Excused 
Wendell Manuel ....................... H.R., Excused 
Olin McBride ...................................... Present 
Barbara McKee ................................... Present 
Louis Narowetz .................................... Absent 
Christopher Peterson ........................... Present 
Annette Ragsdale ..................... H.R., Excused 
Ron Richardson ........................ H.R., Excused 
John Robison ............................ H.R., Excused 
Jonathan Scanlon .............................. Excused 
John Semmes .................................... Excused 
Joey Sherrard .................................... Excused 
Sandra Sisson ...................................... Present 
David Snellgrove ..................... H.R., Excused 
David Southcomb..................... H.R., Excused 
Doug Sullivan-Gonzalez ...................... Absent 
John Taylor .......................................... Absent 
Kelly Unger .............................. H.R., Excused 
Robert Walton .......................... H.R., Excused 
Richard Whitney ...................... H.R., Excused 
Heather Williamsen ............................. Absent 
Don Wilson ......................................... Present 
Milton Winter ...................................... Present 
Stephen Wright .................................... Absent 
Hershel Don Yancey ........................... Present

 
Elder Commissioners (32): 
 

Aberdeen, First ........................... Dot Wagnon 
Algoma, Monroe ............................... Excused 
Amory, First ...................................... Excused 
Batesville ........................................... Excused 
Batesville, Blackjack ........................... Absent 
Batesville, Independence .......... Stan Sullivant 
Benoit .................................. James M. Powell 
Blue Springs, Fairfield ........................ Absent 
Booneville ......................................... Excused 
Byhalia, First ........................... Jimmy Jawhar 
Cleveland, First ........................... Pete Walker 
Columbus, First .......................... John Earhart 
Corinth, Covenant ............................. Excused 
Falkner ................................................. Absent 
French Camp, Huntsville ..................... Absent 
Greenville, Calvary ............. Michelle Higgins 
Greenville, First ...................... John Turner IV 
Greenwood, First .................. Mickey L. Black 
Grenada, First ............................. Ella Whitten 

Hamilton .............................................. Absent 
Hernando, First ........................ Leann Medlin 
Hollandale ............................................ Absent 
Holly Springs, First ........................... Excused 
Horn Lake, New Bethlehem ...... Kath S. Peek 
Lake Comorant, Eudora ....................... Absent 
Lamar .................................... Richard Gullick 
Leland ....................................... Kicky Stovall 
Louisville, Bethany ............ Gloria Turnipseed 
Louisville, Messiah .............. Georgena Hayes 
Louisville, St. James ............................ Absent 
McCool, Mt. Zion ................................ Absent 
Nesbit ....................................... Gilbert Marsh 
Nettleton ............................................... Absent 
Oakland, Pine Hill .................... Jullian Allison 
Okolona ............................................. Excused 
Okolona, Garden of Eden .................... Absent 
Okolona, Wren ..................................... Absent 
Olive Branch, Bethel ...................... Daryl Dye 
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Oxford, First ............................... Karen Chain 
Oxford, First (2) .......................... Susan Shaw 
Oxford, Sand Spring ............................ Absent 
Philadelphia, Dixon ............................. Absent 
Plantersville, Unity .............................. Absent 
Pontotoc, First ..................................... Absent 
Rienzi, New Hope .................... Keith Nichols 
Ripley .................................. Danny Braddock 
Ripley, New Prospect ............. Jimmy Gaillard 
Ripley, Westminster ............................ Absent 
Rosedale .............................................. Absent 
Saltillo, First ........................................ Absent 
Scobey, New Hope .............................. Absent 
Senatobia ........................................... Excused 
Southaven, Providence ............ Carolyn Mears 
Starkville, First ............. Anna Marie Rasberry 

Starkville, First (2) ................. William Randle 
Starkville, Osborn ................................ Absent 
Starkville, Trinity .......................... Bill Parrish 
Sumner ...... (Frank Mitchener-counted below) 
Toccopola, Lebanon .......................... Excused 
Tunica, First ............................... Anne Arnold 
Tupelo, First ............................. Hank Boerner 
Tupelo, First (2) ............................. Jack Wells 
Tupelo, Zion ...................................... Excused 
Van Vleet, Friendship .......................... Absent 
Waterford, Greenfield ............. Evelyn Gillard 
Weir...................................................... Absent 
West Point, First................................ Excused 
West Point, Trinity ............................... Absent 
 

 
Elders Enrolled for Terms of Service (CLP’s and Members of Presbytery’s Council) (8): 
 
 Charles Braddock ................................ Present 
 Frank Chiles ........................................ Present 
 Gary Dunaway ..................................... Absent 
 Guy Gillespie ....................................... Absent 
 Dennis Harmon .................................. Excused 
 Tom Hewitt .......................................... Present 
 Phyllis Hicks ........................................ Present 
 Sam Kemp ........................................... Present 
 Frank Mitchener .................................. Present 
 Freddie Rasberry ................................. Present 
 Donita Schultz ..................................... Present 

 
 

Corresponding Members (with Voice, but not Vote) (1): 
 
 Dave Thomas, PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker 
 
Ministers of Other Denominations Serving in Temporary Pastoral Relationships (with Voice, but not 
Vote) (3): 
 

Joe Keith Carpenter (United Methodist) 
Nick Phillips (Episcopal) 
Dan Rupert (Southern Baptist) 
 

Visitors (15): 
 

A.M. Taylor, Mary Boteler, Jayce Powell, Jo Ann Brooks, Mary Ann Wilson, Beverly Thompson, 
Bernice Gaillard, Rev. Dr. Jack Miller, Bradley Lipsey, Joe Dunning, Mary Frances Devoe, Jack 
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Chain, Daniel Howie, Brad Crump, Staub Halbert 
 
 

Presbytery Program Staff (3): 
 

Presbytery and Camp Hopewell Staff: Allyson Ashmore, Kim Renfroe, and Lora Sarich. 
 

Report of the Stated Clerk 
 
The Stated Clerk introduced Lora Sarich to the presbytery, who has recently joined the staff as the 
presbytery’s Administrative Assistant and Camp Hopewell Registrar. 
 
The docket for the meeting was then adopted as presented by common consent. 
 
The Stated Clerk then presented the presbytery’s current rolls, and moved that the categories of 
membership for the presbytery’s continuing members be approved as follows in accordance with 
G-11.0407. The motion was approved by voice vote after a brief discussion of the meaning of the 
categories: 
 
Active Members of the Presbytery of St. Andrew as of October 6, 2009 (32): 

Don L. Wilson 
Joseph A. Etua 
Sandra T. Sisson 
Robert Milton Winter 
Wilbur H. Howie, Jr. 
Robert A. Hatcher, Jr. 
Ann Houston Kelly 
Rita E. Cochrane 
William J. Connolly 
Douglas Sullivan-Gonzalez 
Belinda M. Curry 
Michele T. Howie 
Fred C. Douglas, Jr. 
Sidney D. Harmon 
Gregory A. Goodwiller  
Ann Laird Jones 

Olin Watson McBride 
Louis Narowetz 
Coker George 
John Malcolm Semmes 
Frank Cranford Beck 
Thomas P. Groome 
Tom Bryson 
Joey Sherrard 
Karen Brostrom-O'Brien 
Christopher Peterson 
Steve Graham 
Buren Blankenship 
Hershel Don Yancey 
Jonathan Scanlon 
Jonas Hayes 
Thomas A. Cheatham

 
Active (Honorably Retired) Members of the Presbytery of St. Andrew as of October 6, 2009 (18): 

John N. Akers      J. Kelly Unger, Jr.  
James W. Landrum     David Scott Hargrove 
Richard O. Whitney     Charles E. Holland 
P. David Snellgrove     James O. Maner 
John Y. Robinson      Robert L. Walton 
A. Ron Richardson     Barbara S. McKee 
David G. Southcomb     O. Wendell Manuel 
David R. Freeman     Dorothy Annette Ragsdale 
Frank A. Brooks, Jr.     Donald R. Howie 

 
Members-At-Large of the Presbytery of St. Andrew as of October 6, 2009 (4): 

Samuel Johnson Taylor    R. Stephen Wright    
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Erin Elizabeth Bunnell    Heather Williamsen 
 

Inactive Members of the Presbytery of St. Andrew as of October 6, 2009 (0): 
 none 
 
Certified Christian Educators and Certified Associate Christian Educators within the 
bounds of the Presbytery of St. Andrew as of October 6, 2009 who are entitled to the 
privilege of the floor with voice at all presbytery meetings (0): 
  none 
 
Those who have been deleted from the other rolls of the Presbytery of St. Andrew in the last 
twelve months as of October 6, 2009 (0): 
 none  
 
 

Report of the Trustees 
 

The Executive and Stated Clerk (who also serves as Secretary of the Corporation) reported for the 
presbytery’s Trustees in the absence of the President. Noting that final negotiation of terms for an 
easement along Getwell Road on the presbytery’s property in Southaven, Mississippi (the 
Providence Church) are still ongoing, the following motion was made by the Rev. Bill Connolly, 
seconded, and approved by voice vote: 
 

that the Presbytery of St. Andrew approves the granting of an easement on the Providence, 
Southaven property with the concurrence of the Presbytery’s Trustees.  

 
 
Report of Presbytery=s Council 

 
The report of the Presbytery=s Council was given by Greg Goodwiller in the absence of the 
moderator. The following items were presented as information:  
 

1. The Presbytery’s Council has reviewed and approved minutes of the May 5, 2009 Stated 
Meeting of the Presbytery. Copies of these minutes are available through the presbytery 
office and are posted on the presbytery’s website. 
 

2. The Council has reviewed the reports of the committees prepared for this meeting and 
commends their recommendations to the Presbytery for its consideration. 
 

3. 2009 annual reviews of the presbytery’s staff will take place later this fall, so that 2010 
work plans can be developed in light of the new presbytery mission and goal statements 
(assuming they are adopted by the presbytery at today’s meeting). 
 

4. The Council’s moderator will offer two amendments to the proposed “goals” of the 
presbytery on the Council’s behalf once the statement is on the floor. 
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Reports of Council=s Program Committees 
 

Report of the Camps and Conferences Committee 
 
Elder Sam Kemp delivered the report of the Camps and Conferences Committee. The following 
items were reported as information: 
 

1. The committee met with John Mitchell of Mitchell Forestries in Corinth to discuss using 
his services in putting together a land management plan and explore possibility of earning 
revenue from select cuts of timber. The committee agreed that knowing what we have and 
the health of our forest land, managing the wildlife, and preserving the resources of 
Hopewell were important aspects of our stewardship. Any revenue that could be gained in 
the process would only be an asset to Hopewell. 
 

2. Highlights from the 2009 summer camp season: 
 
♦ The summer staff included a large number of returning staff and they were a great asset 

to the summer program. Joan Dickerson served as Assistant Program Director for the 
summer. 

♦ The American Camp Association accreditation visit was in June during Diabetes camp. 
Most of the spring was spent in preparation for the visit which takes place every three 
years and it was a successful visit. Scores will be revealed in October. 

♦ Numbers were down this year and, as was predicted by the American Camp Association, 
the decline seemed to be among the younger age groups. Specialty camps for 10-12 
year-old campers held their own and Adventure camps increased slightly. Parent 
evaluations have been very positive thus far. 

♦ Campers and staff enjoyed the new pool for the whole summer! 
♦ Moving to one week of Diabetes Camp meant a week with 95 campers with diabetes 

instead of 45-50 and it was a great week! 
 

3. The committee approved the schedule for 2010 (attached) which includes the addition of a 
full week of Night Owl camp for 10-15 year olds and an Arts and Crafts Camp for 10-12 
year olds. Also, in 2010 we will substitute Adventures in Rock Climbing for Adventures in 
Canoeing and these two trips will alternate from year to year so that adventure campers are 
able to participate in both. 
 

4. The committee also approved the curriculum for 2010. The theme is Be a Hero: Living 
Like Jesus and the study will focus on biblical and contemporary heroes as a way of 
helping campers reflect on the characteristics of heroes and ways they too can be heroes 
themselves. Some of the biblical stories include: Jesus feeding the five thousand; 
Jonathan’s friendship with David; Peter and Cornelius; the widow in the temple and her 
sacrificial giving; Miriam; Lois, Eunice and the way they passed their faith on to Timothy. 
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5. Greg Goodwiller presented two models of mission planning to the committee for their 

consideration as they look toward the future and set some goals. 
 
Elder Kemp then discussed some of the possible uses of the camp by the presbytery’s 
congregations, and encouraged the body to make full use of it. He then introduced Lynn Sloan, 
who discussed an upcoming “half marathon” 5K run which Hopewell will be sponsoring on 
February 27, 2010 as a fundraising effort for an endowment fund for Christians Living with 
Cancer and Diabetic Camps. Over 200 volunteers will be needed for a variety of tasks. 
 
The following motion from the committee was then adopted by voice vote: 
 

That Presbytery authorize the Treasurer to temporarily secure advances from future 
Endowment Fund disbursements not to exceed the anticipated disbursements for the next 
twelve months to meet payroll or other necessary expenses in an emergency situation. This 
would be done with the concurrence of two of the following: the Moderator of the Camps and 
Conferences Committee, the Moderator of the Administration and Stewardship Committee, 
and the Moderator of Presbytery. 

 
Report of the Campus Ministry Committee 

 
Elder Tom Hewitt delivered an informational report for the Campus Ministry Committee, noting 
the progress of ministries on several campuses in the presbytery’s bounds, as well as plans for 
statewide participation in the Collegiate Ministries retreat which will be held at Montreat Camp 
and Conference Center in January, 2010. 
 

Report of the Education, Worship, and Nurture Committee 
 
The report of the Education, Worship, and Nurture Committee was delivered by Elder Donita 
Schultz. Ann Kelly spoke briefly and distributed a flyer regarding the new youth council and their 
work, and announcing dates of the 2010 youth retreats. Elder Schultz then noted that the 
committee is planning new educational opportunities in years when Tapestry will not be held. 
Specifically, two events to be held in 2010: an Officer Training event and a Confirmation Retreat. 
Camp Hopewell for these new events. 
A brief survey of those present was then conducted regarding their current officer training and 
confirmation practices. 
 

Report of the Evangelism and Church Development Committee 
 
The Rev. Olin McBride delivered the report of the Evangelism and Church Development 
Committee. The following items were presented as information: 
 

1. The committee continues to consider inviting Stan Ott of the Acts 16:5 Initiative to our 
presbytery. The Acts 16:5 Initiative is designed to stimulate conversation, imagination, 
and new direction in the churches. 
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2. Received updates on FPC, Grenada and their plans for future growth as well as Fairfield, 

Blue Springs and their hope for future development and growth. 
 

3. Bethel, Olive Branch has received a Mission Program Grant of $100,000 ($50,000 from 
General Assembly and $50,000 for the Synod of Living Waters. An annual report, 
including answers to some questions by the General Assembly’s funding committee is 
being prepared. It is due in early October. Steve Graham has been appointed as the 
committee’s liaison to the church. 

 
He then distributed a flyer with information on how to “get connected” with MissionInsite, after 
which he moved on behalf of the committee:  
 

that the presbytery contract with MissionInsite for another year using funds from the 
“Stewardship” reserve fund (as was done last year) for up to $2,000.  
 

Speaking the to motion, he noted that last year’s amount was approximately $1,500, but was offset 
by a grant from the Synod of Living Waters, and it is not yet known whether or not the synod will 
have funds available to assist with the contract in 2010. 
 
The motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 

Report of the Missions Committee 
 
The Rev. Karen Brostrom-O’Brien delivered the report of the Missions Committee in the absence 
of the committee=s moderator. She introduced Mr. David Thomas, PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker, 
who presented a DVD on our denomination’s mission efforts, and discussed his work of nurturing 
mission partnerships in Mexico. 
  

Orders of the Day 
 
The order of the day having arrived, several announcements were made.  The Rev. Ann Jones 
spoke on behalf of Montreat Conference Center and the Presbyterians Today Magazine. Olin 
McBride delivered information regarding the recent PW Fall Gathering. Bill Connolly spoke 
regarding the Executive Presbyter’s presentation, “John Calvin’s Geneva” which he will present at 
Ripley Presbyterian Church on Oct. 21 at 7:00 p.m. (as well as on a number of other occasions in 
the coming months), and on a November 8, 2009 Officer training event that the Executive 
Presbyter will lead at Ripley Presbyterian Church (Sunday afternoon from 3 – 6 p.m.) and which is 
open to other area churches. Ann Kelly then distributed brochures for the upcoming Columbia 
Theological Seminary - St. Andrew Study which will be held October 19-20, 2009. Milton Winter 
spoke briefly regarding the presbytery’s resource center, and Beverly Thompson invited the body 
to an event at FPC, Grenada November 8, 2009. 
 

Report of the Governing Body Relations Committee 
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Dr. Winter then delivered the report of the Governing Body Relations Committee. He presented 
the following motion on behalf of the committee, which was adopted by voice vote: 
 

That First Presbyterian Church, Byhalia be granted an exemption from the rotation of 
officers for the next three years at the request of the congregation in accordance with 
G-14.0226c.  

 
He then reported that the following sessions had submitted their records for review, all of which 
were found to be in order: 
 

Senatobia; FPC, Holly Springs; New Bethlehem, Horn Lake; FPC, Hernando; Providence, 
Southaven; FPC, Oxford; FPC, Aberdeen;  Independence, Batesville; Batesville. 

 
 
The body was then declared to be in recess for lunch by the moderator at 12:28 p.m. with prayer for 
the afternoon meal by the Rev. Hershel Don Yancey. 
 
Following a delicious meal, the Presbytery reconvened at 1:30 p.m. to continue its work. 
 
Mr. Thomas was recognized for the completion of his presentation, after which Elder George Dent 
was then recognized. He spoke briefly regarding the work of Living Waters for the World. 

 
On behalf of the committee, The Rev. Karen Brostrom-O’Brien then moved: 
 

that Elder Johnny Smith be reaffirmed as the presbytery’s Hunger Action Enabler for 2010. 
 

The motion was approved by voice vote. 
 
The Stated Clerk then presented Hunger Action grants to the following entities: 

S.A.F.E., Tupelo 
Meals on Wheels, Tupelo 
Sally Kate Winters Family Services, West Point 
Help Hands, Starkville 
F.A.I.T.H., Nettleton 
Fulton UMC Food Pantry  
Odessa Grant Food Pantry, Tunica 
Union County Good Samaritan Center, New Albany 
The Samaritan Center, Horn Lake 
Food Depot of Tishomingo Co., Iuka 
Itawamba United Methodist, Mantachee 
Panola County Food Pantry, Batesville 
St. Francis of Assisi Food Pantry, Aberdeen 
Grenada Food Pantry 
Amory Food Pantry 
Churches United Food Pantry of Pontotoc 
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Report of the Administration and Stewardship Committee 

 
Elder Charles Braddock reported for the Administration and Stewardship Committee. The 
following items were presented for information: 
 

1. Financial reports of the Presbytery of St. Andrew and Camp Hopewell through August, 
2009 have been reviewed and approved by the committee. They are presented here for 
review by the presbytery (see Attachment 1). 
 

2. The Administration and Stewardship Committee endorses the request of the Camps and 
Conferences Committee regarding authorization for the Treasurer to access the principal of 
Camp Hopewell Endowment fund in emergency situations. 
 

3. The Administration and Stewardship Committee endorses the request of the Missions 
Committee to reserve the $4,000 approved from the Lafayette County Land fund for its use 
in developing the Campeche Presbytery Partnership in 2009 so that they can be used in 
2010 (this item is therefore included in the proposed 2010 Challenge Budget). 

 
He then moved the following two motions on behalf of the committee, which were approved by 
voice vote: 
 

That $5,000 from line item 540.32 (Office – Travel and Expenses) be escrowed in a reserve 
fund to assist with the travel expenses of Alternate Commissioners to the 219th General 
Assembly in 2010. 

 
That the remaining Lafayette County Land fund (after the approved distribution to the 
Missions Committee from that fund) be made available to Camp Hopewell, with additional 
funds from the principle of the camp’s endowment fund (if needed) up to a total of $40,000 
to handle 2009 expenses. 

 
Finally, he presented the 2010 Challenge Budget, which was approved as presented by voice vote 
for fund raising purposes as follows: 
 

 Income  

   

411.00      Per Capita $85,671.04 

411.05      Unified Giving $415,000.00

411.06      Tapestry $5,000.00

411.07      Clergy-Spouse Retreat $7,500.00

411.08      Selected Giving - Presbytery $3,000.00

411.11      Grant Income $33,000.00

411.12      Hunger Action Grant $2,000.00
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411.17      Mission Partnership Fund (Laf. Cou. Land) $4,000.00

411.18      Escrowed Funds for GA Alt. $5,000.00

411.98      Account Interest $1,600.00

411.99      Anticipated Additional Giving $0.00

  ==========

          Total Regular Income $561,771.04

  

 Expenses

  

510.10      G.A. Unified $7,000.00

510.30      G.A. Per Capita $35,817.60

510.40      Synod Unified $18,000.00 

510.50      Synod Per Capita $21,082.88

  -----------------

          Total Governing Body Commitments $81,900.48

  

520.10      Payroll taxes $5,082.20

520.20      Salaries $62,232.00

520.30      Pension and Insurance $18,471.00

520.50      Salary - Janitorial &  Lawn Service $4,202.00

  -----------------

   Total: Salaries (non-ordained) $89,987.20

  

530.20      Executive - Salary $54,907.00

530.30      Executive - Housing $28,325.00

530.35      Executive - Continuing Education $1,500.00

530.50      Executive - BoP $26,218.08

530.60      Executive - S.S. $6,367.25

530.70      Assoc. Exec for Camps - Salary $34,995.00

530.80      Assoc. Exec for Camps - Housing $17,903.00

531.00      Assoc. Exec for Camps - BoP $16,662.87

531.10      Assoc. Exec for Camps - S.S.  $4,046.70 

  ----------------- 

          Total: Salaries (ordained) $190,924.90

  

535.10      Staff Assoc –  (Holly  Springs) $18,000.00

535.20      Staff Assoc. – (Louisville) $23,175.00

535.30      Staff Assoc. – (Fairfield) $15,000.00
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535.40      Hunger Action Enabler $2,000.00

  ----------------- 

          Total: Staff Associates $58,175.00

  

540.20      Committee Expense $250.00

540.30      Office Operations $9,000.00

540.31      Building $15,000.00

540.32      Travel and Expenses (all staff) $20,000.00

540.40      Communications $10,000.00

549.90      Stated Clerk $0.00

  -----------------

          Total: Administration $54,250.00

  

550.10      Committee Expense $300.00

550.20      CTS - St. Andrew Study $4,200.00

550.30      Pastor to Pastors and Spouses - Salary $0.00

550.40      Pastor to Pastors and Spouses - Expenses $0.00

550.45      Clergy - Spouse Retreat Expenses $7,500.00

550.50      Resource Center $2,000.00

550.70      Youth Ministry $8,000.00

550.80      Training and Program $250.00 

550.90      Tapestry $11,000.00

  -----------------

          Total: Educ, Worship, & Nurture $33,250.00

 

555.10      Committee Expense $250.00

555.15      Program Support - Ole Miss $2,000.00

555.16      Program Support - MS State $8,000.00

555.17      Program Support - Delta State $0.00

555.18      Program/Salary  Support - MUW $0.00

555.19      Program Support - Northeast Com. College $3,000.00

555.30      Montreat (formerly  State-Wide Retreat) $1,500.00

555.35      Programs and Events $1,500.00

 -----------------

         Total: Campus Ministry $16,250.00

 

560.10      Committee on Ministry $1,500.00

560.30      CPM-Preparation for Ministry $3,000.00
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560.33      CLP Training and Continuing Ed. $500.00

560.35      First Call Partnership $800.00

  -----------------

          Total: Ministries $5,800.00

  

570.10      Committee Expense $250.00

570.40      Congregational Revitalization $1,500.00

  -----------------

          Total: Evang. & Church  Devel. $1,750.00

  

570.50      New Church Development $0.00

  -----------------

          Total: New Church Development $0.00 

  

580.10      Council Expense $1,000.00

580.15      Administrative Commissions $500.00

580.16      Legal Fees $2,000.00

580.20      PJC $100.00

580.30      Trustees $100.00

580.40      Evaluation $200.00

580.50      Nominations $100.00

580.60      Representation $50.00

580.80      Governing Body Relations $250.00

580.90      Missions (travel for committee and TF’s) $350.00

580.91      Missions (projects/promotions) $1,000.00

580.92      International Mission Development $8,000.00

581.00      Camps and Conferences $13,128.00

  -----------------

          Total: Council $26,778.00

  

590.20      Equipment Replacement $1,500.00

590.30      Office Repairs $1,500.00

590.70      Contingency $0.00

  -----------------

          Total: Other Expense $3,000.00

  

  =========

          Total: All Expenses $562,065.58 

   

          Difference: ($294.54) 
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Report of Presbytery=s Ecclesiastical Committees 

 
Report of the Evaluation Committee 

 
The Rev. Don Wilson delivered the report of the Evaluation Committee.  
On behalf of the committee, he moved the adoption of new Mission and Goal statements, as follows: 

 
Mission 

 
In joyful response to the Grace of God shown to us in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, we the 
ministers and congregations of the Presbytery of St. Andrew make it our mission to be the presence of 
Jesus Christ through the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) within our geographic bounds.  

 
Goals 

 
To be a presbytery: 

 
 characterized by the vitality of: 

o thriving congregations both large and small. 
o effective pastoral relationships in every congregation. 
o ministers and congregational members who are biblically, theologically, and 

ecclesiastically knowledgeable. 
o significant communal relationship between ministers and congregations, and 

healthy interactions with the larger church. 
 

 that is actively engaged in mission through: 
o participation in global mission efforts such as Living Waters for the World, 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, mission partnerships. 
o an active, affordable, and financially stable camping ministry. 
o effective outreach to students on the college and university campuses in our 

bounds. 
 
 
The Executive and Stated Clerk then moved the following two amendments to the Goals on behalf of 
Presbytery’s Council, which were adopted by voice vote: 
 

add “whose faith is growing, and” after the words “ministers and congregational members” 
 
add an “s” to the word “relationship,” strike the following word (between) and replace it with the 
word, “among.” 
 

The Rev. Rusty Douglas then moved to amend the Mission statement as follows: 
 

strike the word “be,” and replace it with the words, “help foster” before the words “the presence of 
Jesus Christ.” 
 

A possible substitute motion offered by the Rev. Annette Ragsdale was not seconded, and after discussion, 
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the amendment was defeated by voice vote. 
 
The Rev. Bill Connolly then moved to amend the Mission statement as follows: 
 

strike the word “be,” and replace it with the words “bear witness to” before the words “the presence of 
Jesus Christ.” 
 

The amendment was approved by voice vote. 
 
Elder Freddie Rasberry then moved to amend the Mission statement as follows: 
 

strike the word “ministers” and replace it with the word “pastors.” 
 

The amendment was seconded, and defeated by voice vote after discussion. 
 
The previous question was then called, and the body voted to end debate by voice vote. 
 
The statements were subsequently adopted as amended by voice vote in the following form: 
 
 

 
Mission 

 
In joyful response to the Grace of God shown to us in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, we the 
ministers and congregations of the Presbytery of St. Andrew make it our mission to bear witness to the 
presence of Jesus Christ through the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) within our geographic bounds.  

 
Goals 

 
To be a presbytery: 

 
 characterized by the vitality of: 

o thriving congregations both large and small. 
o effective pastoral relationships in every congregation. 
o ministers and congregational members whose faith is growing, and who are 

biblically, theologically, and ecclesiastically knowledgeable. 
o significant communal relationships among ministers and congregations, and 

healthy interactions with the larger church. 
 

 that is actively engaged in mission through: 
o participation in global mission efforts such as Living Waters for the World, 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, mission partnerships. 
o an active, affordable, and financially stable camping ministry. 
o effective outreach to students on the college and university campuses in our 

bounds. 
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Report of the Committee on Ministry 

 
The Rev. Frank Beck reported for the Committee on Ministry. The following items were presented as 
information: 
 

1. The Rev. Ann Laird Jones was approved as Stated Supply for one year at Sumner Presbyterian 
Church and Hollandale Presbyterian Church, and continue as Stated Supply at the Benoit Union 
Church. 

2. COM has been working in conjunction with the Committee on Preparation for Ministry for some 
time to have that committee assume responsibility for those preparing to be Commissioned Lay 
Pastors. If the motion below is adopted, then the committees will create a joint task force to effect the 
transition. COM will continue to have responsibility for oversight of lay pastors once they are 
commissioned. 

3. The Rev. Tom Cheatham was approved as the part-time Interim Pastor of FPC, Amory. 

4. The Stated Supply relationship between the Rev. Gary Crowell (Baptist) and Black Jack 
Presbyterian Church has ended at the request of the minister. 

5. The Rev. Will Jones, a minister member of the Presbytery of the Mid-South who is currently 
teaching religion at the Desoto campus of the University of Mississippi, was granted permission to 
labor within the bounds of the Presbytery of St. Andrew. 

He then offered the following motions on behalf of the committee, which were all adopted by voice vote: 

1. That section 3.09.00 of the Manual of Operations be amended by the Stated Clerk as necessary to 
shift responsibility for the training and oversight of Commissioned Lay Pastor Candidates from the 
Committee on Ministry to the Committee on Preparation for Ministry. 

2. That the Rev. Ann Laird Jones be named moderator of the sessions of the Sumner, Hollandale, and 
Leland Churches (while continuing to serve as moderator of the Benoit Union Church). 

3. That the Rev. Tom Cheatham be restored to the roll of Active Members, and that he be named 
moderator of the Session at FPC, Amory. 

4. That the Rev. Ron Richardson be named moderator of the session of the Covenant, Corinth Church. 

5. That the Rev. Joseph Etua be named moderator of the session of the Dixon, Philadelphia Church. 

He then offered the following additional motion which was duly seconded and approved by voice vote: 
 

That the Rev. Bill Connolly’s terms of call to the Ripley Presbyterian Church be changed from $81,757 
to $77,857. 

 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry 

 
Elder Phyllis Hicks reported for the Committee on Preparation for Ministry. The following items were 
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presented for information: 
 

1. The committee met with Ken Sipley and heard his report on his past year at Memphis Theological 
Seminary.  He continues to make progress, taking only one class per semester, as he holds down a 
full-time job at Northwest Community College in Senatobia and also serves the church in Tunica.  
He was encouraged to continue his work at seminary and offered any support we could give him.  
His goal is to complete the ten required courses he has left and graduate in four years. 
 

2. The committee met with Jonathan Wagner, who is beginning his final year at Pittsburg Theological 
Seminary.  He continues to make excellent grades and is serving a church nearby.  Jonathan has 
recently taken his Ordination Exams and is awaiting the results of those tests.  His goals for this 
year include passing his exams, continuing to grow in knowledge and faith, and discerning his call as 
he begins the search process next spring. 
 

3. There are two other candidates, Evelyn Elliott and Robert Paul Lewis, who attend Memphis 
Theological Seminary and Inquirer, Shea Cole, who is enrolled in his first year at Pittsburg 
Theological Seminary.  Evelyn Elliott has just completed taking her Ordination Exams and will 
meet with us for her annual review after receiving notification of the results of her exams.  Mr. 
Lewis will meet with us also at that time.  Shea Cole is not scheduled to meet with us again until 
next summer. 
 

4. The committee heard a request from Rev. Frank Beck, Moderator of the Committee on Ministry, 
asking if the CPM would be interested in taking the Commissioned Lay Pastor Program under its 
care.  Following discussion as to what this would entail, a motion was approved to appoint a Task 
Force composed of members from COM and CPM to investigate the CLP program and various 
training courses available and recommend procedures to follow.  The committee appointed Rev. 
Jonas Hayes and Phyllis Hicks to serve on this Task Force from CPM. 
 

5. The committee discussed appointment of readers for the Spring Ordination Exams.  Rev. Rita 
Cochrane and Elder Willetta Swoope served last year as readers and have agreed to serve another 
term.  By common consent the committee voted to approve Rita Cochrane and Willetta Swoope to 
serve as readers for the Spring Exams in 2010. 

 
Report of the Nominations Committee 

 
Elder Frank Chiles delivered the report of the Nominations Committee. The following names were placed in 
nomination on behalf of the committee, and elected by voice vote to classes and positions as noted: 
 
 
Administration and Stewardship Committee    
 
 Moderator: Charles Braddock (Ripley) - second term   
 
 Class of 2012 
  Rev. Tom Cheatham        
  Bill Parrish (Starkville, Trinity)      
  Sydney Shaw (Oxford, First)       
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Camps and Conferences Committee 
 
 Moderator: Chip Hatcher–  first term      
 
 Class of 2010 
  Rev. Milton Winter        
 
 Class of 2011 
  Lori Dickerson (Tupelo, First)      
  Roy Girner (Batesville)       
 
 Class of 2012 
  Charles Bryson (Leland)       
  Rev. Chip Hatcher        
  Allen Elliott (Oxford, First)       
  Anne McWhorter (Starkville, First)      
  
Campus Ministry Committee     
 
 Moderator:  ___________________________ 
  
 Class of 2011 
  Wanda Clark (Greenwood, First)      
 
 Class of 2012 
  Tom Hewitt (CLP – Tupelo, Zion)      
  Joey Sherrard (Starkville, First)      
  John Alvarez (Cleveland, First)      
 
 
Education, Worship, and Nurture       
 
 Moderator: Donita Schultz – second term      
 
 Class of 2010 
  Tony Franks (Grenada, First)       
 
 Class of 2012 
  Rev. Christopher Peterson       
  Buddy Thompson (Grenada, First)      
  Luanne Blankenship (Starkville, Trinity)     
 
Evaluation Committee     
 
 Moderator: Rev. Don Wilson – Second term     
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 Class of 2012 
  Sue Hatcher (Columbus, First)      
  Rev. Milton Winter        
 
 
Evangelism and Church Development Committee  
 
 Moderator: Olin McBride (Starkville, FPC) – second term   
 
 Class of 2012 
  Sara Green (Starkville, First)       
  Staub Halbert (FPC, Amory)        
  Sue Phelps (Batesville, Black Jack)      
  Robert Greer (FPC, Starkville) 

 
Governing Body Relations Committee  
 
 Moderator: Bradley Lipsey - first term    
 
 Class of 2010 
  George Bennett (Starkville, First)      
 
 Class of 2012 
  Rev. Sandra Sisson        
  Beverly Thompson (Grenada, First)      
  Keith Shackelford (Booneville)      
 
Committee on Ministry      
 
 Moderator: Rev. Tom Groome – First Term     
 
 Class of 2012 
  Rev. Frank Beck     [area A ]  
  Rev. Bill Connolly       [area D ]  
  Rev. Joseph Etua        [area F ]  
  Willard Williams (Batesville, Independence)  [area B ]  
  Michele Higgins (Calvary)    [area C ]  
  Andrea Marshall (Van Vleet)     [area E ]  
 
 
Missions Committee        
 
 Moderator: Rev. Tom Bryson - second term     
 
 Class of 2010 
  Rev. Wil Howie        
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 Class of 2012 
  Danny Kelly (Oxford, First)       
  Steve Lary (Greenwood, First)      
  Lee Stovall (Leland)        
  Kendall Cox (FPC, Greenville) 
 
Nominations   
 
 Class of 2011 
  Rev. Rusty Douglas (moderator-elect)     
  male elder 
  female elder 
 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry  
 
 Moderator: Phyllis Hicks - second term      
 
 Class of 2012 
  Al Hatcher (Columbus, First)       
  Rev. Don Yancey        
  Miriam Crotwell (Hernando, First)      
 
Committee on Representation 
 
 Moderator:  Ann Kelly – first term      
  
 Class of 2012 
  Frances Sullivan-Gonzales (Oxford, FPC)      
  Rev. Belinda Curry        
 
Council    
 
 Moderator:  Ron Richardson       
 
Presbytery 
 
 Moderator-Elect: Rev. Rusty Douglas      
 
 
 
Synod 
 
 Primary: Rev. Ann Jones       
   Martha Knichel (Southaven, Providence)    
 
 Alternate: Rev. Greg Goodwiller       
   Phyllis Hicks (Southaven, Providence)    
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Representation Committee 

 

The report of the Representation Committee was given by the Rev. Ann Houston Kelly. On behalf of 
the committee, she moved the approval of the annual COR Report [Attachment 2]. The motion was 
approved by voice. 

 
Other Reports 

 
An informational report from Presbyterian Women was delivered in writing [Attachment 3]. 
 

Reports of Standing Committees 
 
The report of the Committee on Thanks was given by Rev. Tom Cheatham on behalf of the committee. On 
motion by the Rev. Tom Cheatham, seconded and approved by unanimous voice vote, the following 
resolution was adopted by the body: 

 
For the hospitality of Bethel Church, from parking lot to pew to parting, we say . . . 
 
 “Thanks be to God!” 
 
For the reminder of mission relationships, renewal through the Sacrament, and refreshment of our 
spirits and bodies, we say . . .  
 
 “Thanks be to God!” 
 
For the faithful presbyters who give their skills and commitment, for our cheerful and competent 
moderator, and for all the blessings of community in Christ, we say . . . 
 
 “Thanks be to God!” 
 
Indeed, for all good gifts from our bountiful God we say . . . 
 
 “Thanks be to God!” 

 
New Business 

 
An brief oral report on the work of the Administrative Commission to Oakland Chapel was given by Ann 
Laird Jones. The commission has been formed, and is being moderated by Ann Laird Jones (see minutes of 
the Spring, 2009 Stated Meeting). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by the moderator at 3:00 p.m.  
 
Approved January 12, 2010. 



























Report of Presbyterian Women to Presbytery of St. Andrew 
9/15/09 Council Meeting by Debbie Connolly, Moderator 

 

The Fall Gathering of Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of St. Andrew was held on 
Saturday, August 29the at the Cornerstone Lodge at Camp Hopewell, hosted by the PWP 
Coordinating Team.  We enjoyed delicious refreshments beginning at 9 am followed by 
our plenary session and the overview of our Bible Study, “Joshua: A Journey of Faith” 
led by my husband, Rev. Bill Connolly.  Following a short break, we then had a panel 
discussion/workshop on the duties of PW leaders.  This event was well-attended by PW 
from all 6 areas in our Presbytery, with a total attendance of 45.  Normally we have 3 
Cluster meetings in the fall, which are spread out around the Presbytery, but decided to 
try this one gathering this year to reduce travel expenses of the Coordinating Team and 
enable us to combine the Bible study overview with leadership training.  I have received 
some very positive feedback from this event, and hope that we will have similar events in 
the future.  
 
UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Sept 25th deadline for Pipeline articles- submit to Editor, Janice Kinard, c/o First Pres. 
Church, 307 University Drive, Starkville, MS  39759. Pictures are welcome w/articles. 
 
Oct. 15th - Columbia Friendship Circle Executive Council Meeting, Decatur, GA - please 
contact me if you would like to attend this event as our Presbytery representative. 
Expenses will be paid the Friendship Circle. 
 
Oct. 16-17 - PW Synod of Living Waters Coordinating Team meeting in Birmingham, 
AL.  I will be attending asour PWP Moderator. 
 
Oct. 19-20 - 2010 AL/MS Planning Team meeting in Mobile, AL.  We are in need of a 
MS At-Large member for this team. Please contact Moderator-Elect Janice Kinard or 
myself if you are interested.. 
 
PLEASE SEE OUR FULL REPORT ON THE FALL GATHERING ON THE 
PRESBYTERY’S WEBSITE. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Debbie Connolly, Moderator of Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of St. Andrew 

Appendix 3, page 2




