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Minutes 
 
The Presbytery of St. Andrew met for its Winter Stated Meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 2, 2010 
at the Benoit Union Church in Benoit, Mississippi. 
 
The meeting began with a service of worship that included a sermon by the Rev. Dr. Ann Laird Jones, the 
outgoing moderator based on Isaiah 6:1-8 and Luke 5:1-11 and entitled, “Whom Shall I Send?” Dr. Jones’ 
father, the Rev. Dr. Thomas Laird Jones, a minister member of the Presbytery of National Capitol, and the 
Rev. Dr. R. Milton Winter served as liturgists for the service, that also included an anthem by the 
congregation’s choir, and a special offering for the people of Haiti in the aftermath of the devastating 
earthquake in its capitol on January 12, 2010 (as reported later in the meeting, a total of $1,282 was received 
in this offering, which was designated for Haiti fund of Living Waters for the World). Elder Frank 
Mitchener was then installed as the Presbytery’s moderator for 2010. 
 
Following a brief recess, a quorum was declared present, and the meeting was reconvened with prayer by 
the new moderator. 
 

Appointment of Special Committee 
 
By common consent, the Moderator appointed the following presbyters to serve as a Committee of Thanks: 
The Rev. Sid Harmon, the Rev. Chip Hatcher, and Elder Frank Chiles. 
 

Welcome, Recognition of Outgoing Moderator, and Introduction of Visitors 
 
Elder Emery Skelton welcomed the governing body to Benoit, and explained the congregation’s model for 
existing as a “Union Church” of Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians who worship and work together 
while maintaining their distinct identities and traditions – a model which has proved successful for 110 
years! 
 
The moderator then called outgoing moderator Ann Laird Jones forward, and presented her with a plaque as 
a token of the presbytery’s appreciation for her service as moderator. 
 
Visitors and first time elder commissioners to the presbytery were introduced, after which the moderator 
offered prayers of intercession for minister member Sandra Sisson, and former minister member Denton 
O’Dell, both of whom were undergoing procedures and treatments plans for cancer. 

 
Roll of the Meeting 
  

There were 67 voting members and commissioners present at the meeting, plus an additional 42 visitors, 
corresponding members, and staff for a total enrollment of 109. The following ministers and elders were 
enrolled for the meeting and excused absences were granted as noted by common consent: 
 
Minister Members (28): 
 

John Akers ................................ H.R., excused 
Frank Beck .......................................... Present 
Buren Blankenship .............................. Present 
Frank Brooks ........................... H.R., Excused 
Karen Brostrom-O’Brien ..................... Present 
Tom Bryson ......................................... Present 

Erin Bunnell ......................................... Absent 
Tom Cheatham .................................... Present 
Rita Cochrane...................................... Present 
William J. Connolly ............................ Present 
Belinda Curry ....................................... Absent 
Rusty Douglas ..................................... Present 
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Joseph Etua .......................................... Present 
David Freeman ........................ H.R., Excused 
Coker George ...................................... Absent 
Gregory Goodwiller ............................ Present 
Steve Graham ...................................... Absent 
Tom Groome ....................................... Present 
Scotty Hargrove ....................... H.R., Excused 
Sidney Harmon .................................... Present 
Robert Hatcher, Jr. ............................... Present 
Jonas Hayes ......................................... Present 
Charles Holland ................................... Present 
Donald Howie .......................... H.R., Excused 
Wil Howie ........................................... Present 
Michele Howie .................................... Present 
Ann Laird Jones ................................... Present  
Ann Kelly ............................................ Present 
James Landrum ........................ H.R., Excused 
James Maner ............................ H.R., Excused 
Wendell Manuel ...................... H.R., Excused 
Olin McBride ....................................... Present 
Barbara McKee ........................ H.R., Excused 

Louis Narowetz ................................. Excused 
Christopher Peterson ........................... Present 
Annette Ragsdale ................................ Present 
Ron Richardson ........................ H.R., Excused 
John Robison ............................ H.R., Excused 
Jonathan Scanlon ................................ Present 
John Semmes ...................................... Present 
Joey Sherrard ...................................... Present 
Sandra Sisson .................................... Excused 
David Snellgrove ..................... H.R., Excused 
David Southcomb..................... H.R., Excused 
Doug Sullivan-Gonzalez ................... Excused 
John Taylor ....................................... Excused 
Kelly Unger .............................. H.R., Excused 
Robert Walton .......................... H.R., Excused 
Richard Whitney ...................... H.R., Excused 
Heather Williamsen .......................... Excused 
Don Wilson ......................................... Present 
Milton Winter ...................................... Present 
Stephen Wright ................................. Excused 
Hershel Don Yancey ........................... Present

 
Elder Commissioners (34): 
 

Aberdeen, First .................................... Absent 
Algoma, Monroe ............................... Excused 
Amory, First ............................... Larry Marett 
Batesville .............................. Paulette Norman 
Batesville, Black Jack ............... Bobby Phelps 
Batesville, Independence ......... Jimmy Herron 
Benoit ...................................... Emery Skelton 
Blue Springs, Fairfield ........................ Absent 
Booneville ......................................... Excused 
Byhalia, First ........................... Frances Bailey 
Cleveland, First .......................... Ann Herrick 
Columbus, First ........................... Fran Brown 
Corinth, Covenant ............................. Excused 
Falkner ................................................. Absent 
French Camp, Huntsville ..................... Absent 
Greenville, Calvary ............................. Absent 
Greenville, First ................................. Bill Bell 
Greenwood, First ................... Glenn Beckman 
Grenada, First ................... Beverly Thompson 
Hamilton .............................................. Absent 
Hernando, First .............................. Ken James 
Hollandale ..................................Larry Eifling 
Holly Springs, First ........................... Excused 
Horn Lake, New Bethlehem .............. Excused 

Lake Comorant, Eudora ....................... Absent 
Lamar .................................... Richard Gullick 
Leland ....................................... Kevin Magee 
Louisville, Bethany .............................. Absent 
Louisville, Messiah .............................. Absent 
Louisville, St. James ............................ Absent 
McCool, Mt. Zion ................................ Absent 
Nesbit ....................................... Gilbert March 
Nettleton ............................................... Absent 
Oakland, Pine Hill ........ William Earl Douglas 
Okolona ................................................ Absent 
Okolona, Garden of Eden .................... Absent 
Okolona, Wren ..................................... Absent 
Olive Branch, Bethel .............. Jimmy Denman 
Oxford, First .............................. Sam Jennings 
Oxford, First (2) ........................... Ann DeVoe 
Oxford, Sand Spring ............................ Absent 
Philadelphia, Dixon................. Randy Thomas 
Plantersville, Unity .............................. Absent 
Pontotoc, First ........................... Sara Bramlett 
Rienzi, New Hope ................................ Absent 
Ripley ...................................... Bill Thompson 
Ripley, New Prospect............. Jimmy Gaillard 
Ripley, Westminster ............................. Absent 
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Rosedale ................................ Anne M. House 
Saltillo, First ........................................ Absent 
Scobey, New Hope .............................. Absent 
Senatobia ............................................. Absent 
Southaven, Providence ......... David S. Ponder 
Starkville, First ................... Richard Mullenax 
Starkville, First (2) ................. Rich Raymond 
Starkville, Osborn .................. Jimmy Buckley 
Starkville, Trinity ......................... Bill Parrish 
Sumner ..................................... Libby Whitten 

Toccopola, Lebanon .......................... Excused 
Tunica, First ...................................... Excused 
Tupelo, First .................. Nancy Brown Milam 
Tupelo, First (2) ...................... Jimmy Millam 
Tupelo, Zion ...................................... Excused 
Van Vleet, Friendship .......................... Absent 
Waterford, Greenfield ............... Lavora Blake 
Weir...................................................... Absent 
West Point, First................................... Absent 
West Point, Trinity ............................... Absent 

 
Elders Enrolled for Terms of Service (CLP’s and Members of Presbytery’s Council) (5): 
 
 Charles Braddock ................................ Present 
 Gary Dunaway ..................................... Absent 
 Guy Gillespie ..................................... Excused 
 Dennis Harmon .................................... Absent 
 Tom Hewitt ........................................ Excused 
 Phyllis Hicks ...................................... Excused 
 Bradley Lipsey .................................... Present 
 Frank Mitchener .................................. Present 
 Freddie Rasberry ................................. Present 
 Donita Schultz ..................................... Present 

 
 

Corresponding Members (with Voice, but not Vote) (8): 
 

The Rev. Joe Keith Carpenter (UMC), Debbie Connolly, The Rev. A.W. Farnsworth (Disciples of 
Christ), Elder Willie Goins, Elder Nick Phillips, Clark Simmons, The Rev. Janet Tuck, The Rev. 
Thomas Laird Jones. 

 
Visitors (31): 
 

Adrienne Phillips, Ed Crumpler, Nolan Waller, Louise Waller, Spivey Lipsey, Lyn Gates, Judith 
Mitchener, Julia Mitchener, Bernise Gaillard, Johnny Smith, Julian Allison, Buddy Thompson, Evelyn 
Elliott, James Clifton, Jim Powell, Ida Wilkerson, Joyce Powell, Joyce Dean, D.A. Furr, Willard 
Williams, Tommy Clements, Benny Sullivant, Mary Ann Wilson, Randall Pugh, Hal Boerner, Ginny 
Butler, Daniel Howie, Nancy Bryson, Charles Bryson, Jimmy House, and Frank Chiles. 

 
Presbytery Program Staff (3): 
 

Presbytery and Camp Hopewell Staff: Allyson Ashmore, Lora Sarich, and Kim Renfroe. 
 

Report of the Stated Clerk 
 
The docket for the meeting was then adopted by voice vote with several amendments, on motion by the 
Stated Clerk.  
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Report of Presbytery=s Council 
 
The report of the Presbytery=s Council was given by the Rev. Chip Hatcher in the absence of the Council’s 
moderator. He first reported that the Council has reviewed and approved minutes of the October 6, 2009 
Stated Meeting of the Presbytery, copies of which are available through the presbytery office and 
are posted on the presbytery’s website. He also reported that the Presbytery’s Council has reviewed the 
reports of the committees prepared for this meeting and commends their recommendations to the Presbytery 
for its consideration. 
 
The chair then recognized the Rev. Tom Groome who has served as moderator of the Council’s task force to 
“prepare a response or responses of the Presbytery of St. Andrew to the actions of the 218th General 
Assembly.” He recounted the task force’s work, including the two recommendations it had brought to the 
Council, and which Council subsequently approved for presentation to the Presbytery without amendment. 
He then moved the adoption of the two recommendations on behalf of Council, which were adopted by 
voice vote as follows: 
 

1.  that section 3.06.30 of the Presbytery’s Manual of Operations be amended by adding the 
words “If the minister with the highest point count either declines to be nominated or is not 
elected to serve for two consecutive elections, then their point count returns to zero” at the 
end of the section. 

 
 2.  that the Presbytery of St. Andrew concur with the overture of the Presbytery of San Diego: 
 

The Presbytery of San Diego Presbytery overtures the 219th General Assembly (2010) to 
issue an authoritative interpretation of G-6.0106 as follows: ‘Restoring to full force and 
effect the interpretive statements concerning ordained service of homosexual church 
members by the 190th General Assembly (1978) of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America, and the 191st General Assembly (1979) of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States and all subsequent affirmations including the Bush v. 
Pittsburgh Presbytery (218-10) General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission 
decision.’ 

  
 

Reports of Council=s Program Committees 
 

Report of the Administration and Stewardship Committee 
 
Elder Charles Braddock reported for the Administration and Stewardship Committee. The following items 
were presented for information that the committee has met and reviewed the 2009 year-end financial 
statements for the Presbytery of St. Andrew and Camp Hopewell. They are attached for information 
(Attachment 1). 
 
He then presented the document, “Articles of Trust Governing the Formation and Continuation of the Leta 
Arnold Trust for Presbyterianne College D’Elat, Ebolowa, Cameroon, West Africa,” which has been 
approved by the courts in Colorado (Attachment 2). On behalf of the committee, he moved that the Articles 
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of Trust be approved, and that the Treasurer and the Rev. Joseph Etua be authorized to sign the document on 
behalf of the Presbytery of St. Andrew. The motion was approved by voice vote. 
 
A Revised 2010 Proposed Budget for the Presbytery of St. Andrew was then presented, and adopted by 
voice vote on motion from Elder Braddock on behalf of the committee (Attachment 3). 
 

Report of the Camps and Conferences Committee 
 
The report of the Camps and Conferences Committee was delivered by the Rev. Chip Hatcher. The Rev. 
Ann Houston Kelly, Associate Presbytery Executive for Camps and Conferences was recognized, and 
delivered a PowerPoint presentation about the camp’s new online registration process which is now in use 
through the camp’s website, www.camphopewell.com. 
 
 

Orders of the Day 
 

The report of the Camps and Conferences Committee was then arrested, and the Orders of the Day were 
called at 12:20 p.m., which included presentations by Clark Simmons – Regional Representative of the 
PCUSA Board of Pensions, and the Rev. Janet Tuck – Associate Executive of the Synod of Living Waters 
(who discussed the synod’s new online version of The Presbyterian Voice). 
 
The governing body recessed for lunch at 12:25 p.m. with prayer by Elder Emery Skelton. 
 
Following a delicious repast prepared by the host congregation, the body reconvened at 1:10 p.m. to 
continue its work.  
 

Reports of Council=s Program Committees, Continued 
 

Report of the Camps and Conferences Committee, Continued. 
 
The following additional items were reported as information: 
 

1. Run for Hope is February 27, 2010. Proceeds from the run will help endow the camps at Hopewell 
for Christians Living with Cancer and for Children and Youth with Diabetes. Our goal is for each 
church in the presbytery to gather a team of runners, walkers or volunteers for the race and the week 
leading up to the race. There will be the opportunity to register at the display area at presbytery or 
check out the race website at www.oxfordrun4hope.com. 
 

2. Additions to the 2010 Summer Camp Schedule: 
  Diabetes Wee Bit ages 6‐8 July 7‐9 $205 
  Mini Day Camp K‐grade 6 July 7‐9 $100 
  Christians Living with Cancer Aug. 27‐29 Free. 

 
3. Specials at Hopewell: 

a. $30 discount coupon for campers who bring a friend who has never been to camp 
b. Free overnight to clergy or clergy and family to use for study or just rest and renewal. 
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4. Coming up: 

 a.  Open House – Sunday, April 11, 2010 from 2‐5 p.m. 
 b.  Friends’ Day – Saturday, September 25, 2010 

 
5.  The Camps and Conferences Committee is establishing a fund that will enable Camp Hopewell to 

enter into a management contract to help us be better stewards of the camp’s 270+ acres. 
 
6.  The 2010 Budget for Hopewell Camp and Conference Center has been approved by the Presbytery’s 

Council, and is attached to these minutes (Attachement 4). 
 

Report of the Campus Ministry Committee 
 
The Rev. Joey Sherrard delivered the report of the Campus Ministry Committee. The following items were 
presented as information, and there were no recommendations: 
 

1. Both Allyson Ashmore of the Ole Miss campus ministry and Joey Sherrard of the Mississippi State 
campus ministry reported on the last semester and trips over the break. The Ole Miss ministry 
maintains a solid core of 15-16 regulars with often as many as 25 in attendance at their bi-weekly, 
Sunday evening meetings. The Ole Miss chapter spearheaded a trip to the Montreat College 
Conference on January 2-5, taking 28 students from various campuses all over the state (USM, 
MSU, Belhaven, Blue Mountain, NECC) as well as a few students from out of state. The Mississipi 
State ministry reported an average of 53 students at its weekly Sunday evening meetings during the 
Fall semester, in addition to a Habitat for Humanity mission trip over fall break. The MSU ministry 
took 9 students to the Urbana student missions conference in St. Louis, MO over the break 
(sponsored by Intervarsity Fellowship), which was rewarding for all who participated. There was 
also a report on behalf of the Northeast Community College group, which reports an average of 25 
students at its monthly meetings. The group has only recently begun to meet and is still forming its 
mission and identity. 
 

2. Those in attendance discussed the goals of campus ministry in the St. Andrew presbytery and out of 
that conversation arose a conversation about the possibility of campus ministry at Delta State and 
Northwest Community College. There have at previous times been active college ministries at these 
campuses and the committee decided to move ahead with exploring revitalizing those ministries. 
The committee appointed people to approach area churches about these campuses and we will report 
back on this at our next meeting. 

 
Report of the Education, Worship, and Nurture Committee 

 
The report of the Education, Worship, and Nurture Committee was delivered by . The following items were 
presented as information: 
 

1. Presbytery Youth Council sets February 12-14 for Junior High Retreat and March 5-7 for Senior 
High Retreat. Plans continue for participation in the 2010 Presbyterian Youth Triennium. 

2. Tapestry Team includes Buddy Thompson, Joyce Dean, Sid Harmon, Barbara Gragson, and Donita 
Schultz. New members include Nick Phillips (New Hope, Biggersville), and Margaret Fancher 
(FPC, Oxford). Work continues on this event to be held in January 2011 at FPC, Oxford. 

3. Date to Remember! The Columbia/St. Andrew Study is set for October 25-26, 2010. 
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4. The EWN Committee spent a great deal of its meeting time discussing technology and its growing 

uses especially as a means of communication and publicity, as well as educational ministry, 
websites, and hardware and software purchasing. As a result, the EWN Committee will offer the 
following: 

a. A PowerPoint Presentation at the Winter Presbytery meeting regarding the presbytery’s 
website and other technology-related topics, as well as the gathering of information from 
churches to include on the website. 

b. A Technology Fair at Camp Hopewell, on Saturday, May 1st. This event will be designed to 
introduce new uses for technology to both the technosavvy and the techno-beginner. This 
event will be the first of our “alternate year” events. Officer training and confirmation 
retreats are planned for 2012. 

 
The Executive Presbyter and Stated Clerk was then recognized, and delivered the PowerPoint presentation 
discussed above. 
 

Report of the Evangelism and Church Development Committee 
 
The Rev. Olin McBride delivered the report of the Evangelism and Church Development Committee. The 
following items were presented as information: 
 

1. Facilitate FPC, Grenada’s participation in the “For Such a Time as This” program. The moderator of 
the session at FPC, Grenada will work with the church’s session to develop financial statements 
demonstrating expected income and expenditures so that a grant amount from the Evangelism and 
Church Development Committee can be determined. 
 

2. The MissonInsite contract has been renewed for another year. Our Executive Presbyter will lead a 
presentation on this tool for ministry at the February 2nd meeting. MissionInsite will be included in 
the technology fair being proposed by the Education, Worship, and Nurture Committee. This fair 
will be held in May of this year at Camp Hopewell. 
 

The Executive Presbyter and Stated Clerk was then recognized, and delivered the PowerPoint presentation 
discussed above. 
 

Report of the Missions Committee 
 
The Rev. Tom Bryson delivered the report of the Missions Committee in the absence of the committee=s 
moderator. The following items recapping the committee’s meeting were presented as information: 
 
Financial Report: 
 

$4000 will be moved from Lafayette Land account to the line item for Campeche Partnership. New 
line for Ms Disaster Fund is not yet set up, there is no money for an account at this time. The 
question was raised as to fund raising for this purpose. 

 
Peace Making has money available for use. Several options were discussed including Greenville and 
Leland churches new partnership and Campeche Partnership’ work in Domestic violence education 
materials. 



Presbytery Stated Meeting February 2, 2010, page 8 
 

 
 
Sub Committee Reports 
 
 Ntem Presbytery: 
 

Joseph was not present to report, but Greg Goodwiller informed us that 40 copies of the Book 
of Order have been printed in French. We are also hopeful that a resolution is near for the 
Leta Arnold Estate. Lawyers have been working to set up a trust instrument between our 
Presbytery and the school in Cameroon that the money is intended. 

 
 Hunger Network: 

The Hunger action grant for our Presbytery has been announced to be $1800. That is down 
considerably from past years. An interview program has been set up for agencies seeking 
funding this next year. The interviews will be held on March 6th, 2010 at 10 AM at the 
Presbytery Office. Our “2 cents a meal” program contributions continue to drop and it was 
suggested that we may need to make a new push for that effort. 

 
 Living Waters for the World: 

Wil was excited to inform the committee about a new partnership between CWU and the 
University of Mississippi. As of today, 326 systems have been put in place with an average 
of over 50 new systems added each year. Clean Water University has surpassed 1000 
students. The Synod of the Sun has started work on Solar Power using the model that has 
been successful for LWW and the CWU west opened and was heavily attended. 
 

 Presbytery of the State of Campeche and St. Andrew's Partnership: 
The Partnership Task Force met twice this cycle to prepare a plan for how to proceed with the 
new partnership. Our second meeting included input from David Thomas, a liaison of the PC 
(USA) living and working with the Mexican Presbyterian Church. His assistance has been 
invaluable. He suggests that we have an official Covenant signing with our friends in 
Campeche to coincide with one of their Presbytery meetings in 2010. He also provided 
several models and a great deal of literature for the committee to read. The committee also 
would like to establish a list of people in our Presbytery who speak Spanish. We will also be 
working on a video/slideshow to pass around to any interested churches. 
 
A motion in the committee was made and passed to use budget to help support as many 
people as possible to attend a Covenant signing in Campeche. 

 
Another motion in the committee was made and passed to ask for a budget line item to 
support Dave Thomas’ ministry in Mexico. 

 

Elder Johnny Smith, Hunger Action Enabler, and the Rev. Wil Howie, Executive Director of Living Waters 
for the World then addressed the body regarding their work and its progress. 
 

Report of Presbytery=s Ecclesiastical Committees 
 

Report of the Governing Body Relations Committee 
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Elder Bradley Lipsey delivered the report of the Governing Body Relations Committee, reporting that the 
following 13 sessions had submitted their minutes for review, all of which had been found to be in order: 
First, Greenville; Osborn, Starkville; First, Starkville; Rosedale; First, Columbus; First Cleveland; Leland; Sumner; 
First, Greenwood; Hollandale; Trinity, Starkville; Philadelphia, Dixon; and Benoit Union. 
 

Report of the Committee on Ministry 
 
The Rev. Tom Groome reported for the Committee on Ministry. The following items were presented as 
information: 
 

1. The Stated Supply relationship between the Rev. Charles Holland and the Ripley, New Prospect 
Church has been renewed for 2010. 
 

2. The Temporary Supply relationship between Elder Nick Phillips and the New Hope, Rienzi 
(Biggersville) Church has been renewed for 2010. 
 

3. The Stated Supply relationship between the Rev. Ann Laird Jones and the Benoit Union Church has 
been renewed for 2010. 
 

4. The Rev. Heather Williamsen has been granted permission to labor outside the bounds of the 
Presbytery of St. Andrew (in the bounds of the Presbytery of the Pines) at the request of that 
presbytery. 
 

5. The pastoral relationship between the Rev. Sandra Sisson and First Presbyterian Church, Aberdeen, 
was dissolved effective January 1, 2010 at the request of the minister with the concurrence of the 
congregation. 
 

6. The Rev. Wayne Bruchey (minister member of the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley) was 
approved as the part-time Interim Pastor of FPC, Aberdeen.  
 

7. The Rev. Michele Howie was approved for three months as Temporary Supply of the Black Jack 
Presbyterian Church, Batesville.  

 
On behalf of the committee, the following motions by Rev. Groome were adopted by the presbytery by 
voice vote: 
 

1. That Elder Freddie Rasberry’s Commission to the Starkville, Osborn and Hamilton Presbyterian 
Churches be renewed for three years (effective November 1, 2009) in accordance with G-14.0561 at 
the request of those sessions. 

 
2. That the Presbytery of St. Andrew apply to be named a pilot presbytery for the denomination’s new 

small church pastoral residency program, For Such a Time As This. [note: information can be found 
at: http://www.pcusa.org/vocation/residency.htm ]. 

 
3. That Wayne Bruchey be named as moderator of the session of First Presbyterian Church, Aberdeen. 

 
He further moved that That The Rev. Sandra Sisson be granted Honorable Retirement by the Presbytery of 
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St. Andrew effective January 1, 2010. Due to Rev. Sisson’s surgery, the motion was amended by common 
consent to include “and that her retirement be recognized at a future meeting of the presbytery at which she 
is able to be present.” The motion was then adopted as amended. 
 
Rev. Groome then moved the approval of changes in terms of call which were received since the Committee 
on Ministry’s meeting, but which he had personally reviewed. The motion was seconded and the changes 
were approved by voice vote without discussion or objection as follows: 
 

                   Old (Full Package)          New (Full Package) 
 
Rita Cochrane  $60,757 $62,196 
Tom Bryson  $65,230 $68,493 
Buren Blankenship  $69,618  $72,005 
Jonas Hayes  $103,128 $127,578 
Tom Groome  $126,630 $129,736  

 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry 

 
The report of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, which had been submitted in writing, contained 
the following informational items: 
 

1. The committee is continuing its oversight of the five individuals from our presbytery who are 
preparing for service as ordained ministers of Word and Sacrament (their names and contact 
information are included in the presbytery’s directory, and you are encouraged to keep them in your 
prayers). Additionally, the committee is beginning to assume responsibility for the training of those 
who are preparing to serve as Commissioned Lay Pastors. 
 

2. The committee has conducted its final assessment of Jonathan Wagner, and has certified him as 
ready for examination for ordination, pending a call in accordance with G-14.0450.  

 
Report of the Nominations Committee 

 
The Rev. Ann Laird Jones delivered the report of the Nominations Committee. On behalf of the committee, 
she nominated the Rev. Milton Winter and elder Nick Phillips to serve as Trustees in the Class of 2012. 
There were no nominations from the floor, and the nominees were elected by acclamation. On behalf of the 
committee, she then nominated the Rev. Joey Sherrard to serve as moderator of the Campus Ministry 
Committee. There were no nominations from the floor, and he was elected by acclamation. 
 
She then described the process for the election of General Assembly Commissioners and Delegates in use in 
the Presbytery of St. Andrew, and placed the following names in nomination for General Assembly service 
on behalf of the committee: 
 
 Alternate Minister Commissioner to 219th and Primary Minister to 220th General Assemblies: 
  The Rev. Frank Beck 
 Alternate Elder Commissioner to 219th and Primary Elder to 220th General Assemblies: 
  Elder Frank Chiles (FPC, Starkville) 
 Young Adult Advisory Delegate to the 219th General Assembly: 
   Hal Boerner (FPC, Tupelo)  



Presbytery Stated Meeting February 2, 2010, page 11 
 

 
These individuals then delivered their required presentations to the body in accordance with section 3.06.60 
of the Presbytery’s Manual of Operations, after which they were elected by voice vote. 

 
Other Reports 

 
The Report of Presbyterian Women was delivered by Debbie Connolly, who noted that this would be her 
last report, as the Presbyterian Women’s terms of office end in the Spring. Her report is attached 
(Attachment 5). 
 

Report of Special Committee 
 
The report of the Committee on Thanks was given by the Rev. Chip Hatcher, who moved the adoption of the 
following resolution on behalf of his committee. The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 
A Resolution of Thanks 

 
Whereas, the members of Benoit Union Church have provided a living legacy of Christian Unity, 

beautifully witnessing to Jesus Christ in your common life and mission for 110 years, and  
 
Whereas, the session and members of Benoit Union Church have invited the Presbytery of St. 

Andrew to hold our Winter Stated Meeting on the 2nd day of February, 2010 at the Benoit 
Union Church, and 

 
Whereas, your forethought and attention to detail have afforded members of the Presbytery with 

charming hospitality and gracious comforts for this day’s meeting, including the best and 
most useful goodie bag items ever witnessed by these presbyters, and 

 
Whereas, the cooks and kitchen crew of Benoit Union Church have provided the Presbytery 

with a delightful and delicious meal to be savored and remembered, and 
 
Whereas, Benoit Union Church’s living legacy to Christ has been witnessed and enjoyed by all 

the members of St. Andrew present at Benoit Union Church today, 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Presbytery of St. Andrew hereby thanks and commends the 

membership of Benoit Presbyterian Church and the whole fellowship of Benoit Union 
Church for the wonderful meal, meeting, and Christian community that was in evidence 
today. The Presbytery of St. Andrew wishes Benoit Union Church much success and 
continued joy in your ministry as we go forth in 2010. 

 
Adjournment 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by the moderator at 2:35 p.m. 
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